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THE MERCER COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM,
THE RILEY HOME

The Mercer County Historical Museum, the
Riley Home, 130 East Market, Box 512, Celina,
Ohio 45822, is owned by the Mercer County
Commissioners, and administered by the
Executive Board of Directors of the Mercer
County Historical Society, Inc.

The Mercer County Historical Society, Inc.
was founded in 1958 and the Museum was
opened in 1959, at the northeast corner of Main
and Fayette Streets in Celina. The Museum was
moved to the Riley Home, in 1975 and opened in
1976 to the public. Public and private funds
have supported the Museum, and building
maintenance.

Prior to serving as the Mercer County His-
torical Museum, the Riley home was built in
1896 by Calvin Riley, the grandson of Captain
James Riley. *See the Riley Home Heritage. A
note of interest is that Calvin Riley’s grandson
Roscoe Riley, with Carleton Reiser and Carroll
Stubbs, were the three persons instrumental in
founding the Mercer County Historical Society
in 1958. Roscoe Riley’s son David Riley coordi-
nated the transition of the Riley Home to the
Mercer County Commissioners in 1975.

Over eighty thousand guests have toured
the Mercer County Historical Museum in the
last three decades. Guests include Mercer
Countians, Ohioans, as well as guests from
across the United States, Canada, Mexico,
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South America, Europe, Africa, Asia, and Aus-
tralia. Guests include tourists, people seeking
recreation, scholars seeking historical research
in the archives, genealogists seeking family his-
tory, people with German ancestors seeking
their German cultural heritage, museums pro-
fessionals studying museum administration,
and school student tours, and civic organization
tours.

For administration of the Mercer County
Historical Museum, the Riley Home, the 1993
Executive Board of Directors of the Mercer
County Historical Society includes David Riley,
Frank Snyder, Donald Muhlenkamp, Bradley
Bubp, and Raymond Feltz; and Officers, Pres-
ident Joyce L. Alig, Vice President Philip
Naumann, Secretary Marjorie Pierstorff, and
Treasurer Vera Speicher. Joyce L. Alig has
served as Director of the Mercer County Histor-
ical Museum since January 1973. Membership
in the Mercer County Historical Society, Inc. is
open to the public. Civic organizations and indi-
viduals are always welcome to volunteer their
time and services to the Mercer County Histor-
ical Museum.

The purpose of the Mercer County Histori-
cal Museum, the Riley Home, is to preserve
Mercer County’s rich cultural heritage. Finan-
cial donations are always welcome to help serve
this purpose.
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PREFACE

Project Director Joyce L. Alig

THE PASSPORT TO HISTORY SERIES is
a passport to Mercer County’s past, with the
reader as the guest traveler of the Mercer
County Historical Society, Inc. The 1980’s Pass-
port to History Series included the MERCER
COUNTY, OHIO HISTORY; ST. HENRY SES-
QUICENTENNIAL, CELINA SESQUICEN-
TENNIAL, COLDWATER AT 150. The 1990’s
Passport to History Series includes BOOK I,
NATIVE AMERICANS AND EARLY
SETTLERS, 1780’s to 1980’s.

BOOK 1II, PASSPORT TO HISTORY
SERIES, is THOSE MAGNIFICENT BIG
BARNS IN MERCER COUNTY OF WESTERN
OHIO, 1990-1993.

THOSE MAGNIFICENT BIG BARNS IN
MERCER COUNTY OF WESTERN OHIO fea-
tures over a thousand big old barns in Mercer
County, Ohio. BOOK II takes the reader down
the dusty roads on a 175 year old journey
through Mercer County’s rural history. Barn
raisings, threshing, barn fires, barns destroyed
by tornadoes and rebuilt with the help of neigh-
bors, barn dances, barn stories, farm families’
rural heritages including migration patterns
and genealogy, German bank barns, English
barns, Dutch barns, grundscheier barns, log
barns, double crib barns, and thoughts that
hard work and the belief that farm life is the
good life, all contribute to the preservation of
Mercer County’s rural heritage.

BOOK II, PASSPORT TO HISTORY
SERIES, THOSE MAGNIFICENT BIG BARNS
IN MERCER COUNTY OF WESTERN OHIO
takes the reader on a journey into Mercer
County’s rural past, and brings the reader home
to the Mercer County Historical Museum.




FOREWORD

By: Joyce L. Alig

Why did I do this book? How could I not do
this book!

My goal, as President of the Mercer County
Historical Society and Director of the Mercer
County Historical Museum, is to preserve
Mercer County’s rich heritage.

Preserving Mercer County’s rich heritage
includes a multi-faceted position. Preservation
of the exhibits and administering the Mercer
County Historical Museum is one facet. Serving
the public via guided tours, research service,
and public lecture series all contribute to other
facets of this position. Recording Mercer
County’s heritage through history books is
another facet of this position. The history books
include a 1978 MERCER COUNTY HISTORY,
1984 CELINA SESQUICENTENNIAL, 1987 ST.
HENRY SESQUICENTENNIAL, 1988 COLD-
WATER AT 150, and NATIVE AMERICANS
AND EARLY SETTLERS, 1780’s TO 1980’s.

Mercer County is number one in agriculture
in the State of Ohio. What are we doing to pre-
serve Mercer County’s agricultural or rural
heritage? To write a book about Mercer
County’s entire agricultural heritage would re-
sult in several volumes of books, whether about
machinery, planting and harvesting, kinds of
crops, kinds of animals, kinds of buildings,
economic conditions, farm families, etc. How
could we focus on one theme and produce a
book which reflects the rural heritage of Mercer
County?

When the idea came to me to write about
big old barns, I fell in love with the project. The
more I thought about it, the more I knew it
would be a worth-while project. No one has ever
written about the architectural masterpieces,
these big old barns in Mercer County. Some
farmers are remodeling their barns to meet the
needs of today’s modern equipment. Some
farms are sold and the new owners want to use
the land, but not the buildings, and the buildings
are falling into a state of disrepair. The biggest
thought that loomed over me was that no one,
absolutely no one, is building these big old
barns, with hand hewn beams and wooden pins,
anymore. When these big old barns are gone,
that will be it; the end of an era!

In the autumn of 1990, I put out news re-
leases that I would be doing this book, and that
people should bring their old and new photo-
graphs of their barns, with their stories, to the
Museum, to be printed in this book. About fifty
barns came in, to be in this book, which was not
enough to print a book. I believed in the project
too much, to just let it drop. So, I set out, driv-
ing down each road, stopping at each barn, ask-
ing permission to photograph the barn, town-

ship by township, for this book. I used over 125
rolls of film, and drove hundreds of miles photo-
graphing barns, and then returning the photo-
graphs, requesting the farmers to write about
their barns and to put them in this book. Some
barns were photographed by others; I tried to
include their credit line.

I read every book about barns, and farm
buildings, that I could find through libraries,
universities, and book stores, and antique book
sales. I studied the architectural terms used in
those books and found out that those terms or
names are not standardized and not everyone
agrees on the same names for barn architec-
tural features. I also talked with the farmers
and asked for their help for identification of
kinds of architecture used in barns.

The farm families welcomed me with warm
farm hospitality. I sat at their kitchen tables
while they told me about their barn and their
farm, and showed me old photographs. They
permitted me to borrow their precious family
photographs to put copies in this book. I enjoyed
seeing old friends, and I enjoyed making new
friends. Of the twenty-one years I have worked
for the Mercer County Historical Society, I have
to say that these three years on this project
have been the most enjoyable three years I
have spent, 1990-1993. If I were given the choice,
I would do it all over again! Yes, even in spite
of all the teasing I take from my family and
friends, about my “barn book,” I would do it
again.

I also thank the Ohio Humanities Council
and the Joint Program of the Arts and
Humanities for their support of our public prog-
rams for this project.

I have to thank Alvin my husband, my chil-
dren: Lorna and her husband Rod Teeter;
Brenda and her husband Don Soldatis, and Col-
leen, and my family, for standing by me and
putting up with me through not only the last
three years of doing this book, but also the last
twenty-one years of working for the Mercer
County Historical Society. I thank my family
and friends for listening to “barn stories.”

I have to thank the Executive Board of Di-
rectors and Members of the Mercer County His-
torical Society for the past twenty-one years.
With their friendship, kindness, encouragement,
smiles, laughter and support, I have made it
this far. What started out as a fun position for
me twenty-one years ago, is still a fun job. I
only hope that someone cares enough to keep
the Museum doing well, and that someone cares
enough to keep working to preserve Mercer
County’s rich heritage in the future generations.
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THE RILEY HOME HERITAGE

October 27, 1777, Captain James Riley was
born to Asher and Rebecca Sage Riley, at
Upper Houses, Cromwell, Connecticut, the year
after our nation declared its independence from
Great Britain. In 1792, James Riley went to sea.

James Riley married Phoebe Riley in 1802,
the year before Ohio became a State. In 1808,
Captain Riley lost his unarmed ship, “Two
Marys” to the French. From 1809 to 1812, Riley
traded with Spain, Portugal, Brazil, West In-
dies, and New Orleans. During the War of 1812,
the Captain served as Captain to a Volunteer
Artillery Company in Connecticut. After the
War, he returned to sea. In August 1815, during
a fog, their brig, (a two masted ship) hit a reef
off Cape Bajador, Africa. Since they were near
to land, Arabs captured the men and made
them slaves in the desert. Finally, William Will-
shire paid the ransom and Captain James Riley
returned home in March, 1816. In 1816, Presi-
dent James Monroe suggested to Riley that he
write a book about his experiences in Africa;
this resulted in the book, NARRATIVE OF THE
LOSS OF THE BRIG COMMERCE by Captain
James Riley. This book is on exhibit at the
Mercer County Museum. In 1818, Captain Riley
was a member of the Convention that framed
the Constitution of Connecticut.

June 23, 1819, Edward Tiffin, Surveyor Gen-
eral of U.S.A., appointed Riley as his lawful De-
puty Surveyor. Riley reported to Chillicothe,
Ohio in 1819; in July he was sent to Fort Wayne,
Indiana to survey lands acquired from Indiana.
By November 1819, Riley was at the headwaters
of the Wabash River, south of Fort Recovery,
and he began his survey of Northwest Ohio
lands.

In 1820, Riley purchased land on the St.
Marys River, and in January 1821 moved his
family there and built a two story log home. In
1822, Captain Riley laid out the original town
plat of Willshire, Ohio; this plat is recorded in
Darke County, Ohio Courthouse because Mercer
County was not separated from Darke County
until 1824.

October 1823 Riley was elected as State
Representative from Northwest Ohio to the
Ohio State Legislature. In December 1823 Riley
corresponded with Governor DeWitt Clinton of
New York, about implementing a canal system
in Ohio. Riley returned to New England in 1826
and returned to the sea in the 1830’s. In the
1970’s, his ship log and correspondence were
found in an attic of a Rhode Island home;
Parker Snyder (whose Mother was a Riley)
purchased these records and placed them in the
Museum. In the autumn of 1839, Captain Riley
visited William Willshire at Mogadore for the
last time. March 13, 1840, Captain Riley passed
away and was buried at sea, North of Puerto
Rico.

In 1834, Captain James Riley’s son James
Watson Riley, with three others, platted Celina.
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James Riley named Celina, after Salina, New
York, (which stood at the head of a lake), but
changed the spelling due to Post Office mailing
addresses. James Riley was elected to Ohio
Legislature in 1843.

In 1896, Calvin Riley, James Watson Riley’s
son, built the home which houses the Museum
today. Calvin E. Riley was President of Com-
mercial Bank (later Citizens Commercial
Bank) at the turn of the century.

James Zura Riley, son of Calvin, and his
family lived at the Riley home next. Zura is
known locally, for joining others and participat-
ing in the great 1898 to 1900 Gold Rush in
Alaska. A copy of his diary is on exhibit at the
Mercer County Museum.

Roscoe Riley, a descendent of the Captain,
founded the Mercer County Historical Society
and Museum with two other gentlemen, in 1958.
Roscoe was the son of Ashley Riley, brother to
James Zura Riley. Zura’s daughter Lena Riley
was the last to live at the Riley Home, 130 East
Market. Her Cousin, David Riley, Roscoe’s son,
coordinated the transition of ownership of this
building to the Mercer County Commissioners,
in 1975. In 1975, the Historical Society moved
the exhibits of the Museum to the Riley Home.

An exhibit telling the story of the Riley
Home Heritage is on display at the Mercer
County Historical Museum, the Riley Home.

Captain James Riley James Watson Riley

James Zura Riley

Roscoe Riley



MERCER COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY, INC.

1958 — January 28, 1958, the First Meeting
of the Mercer County Historical Society Inc.
was held. Persons instrumental in founding the
Society were Roscoe D. Riley, President; Carle-
ton C. Reiser, Vice President; and Carroll
Stubbs, Secretary/Treasurer.

1959 — The Society leased the second floor
of the Richardson Building at Fayette and
Main, for the Museum, and employed Bronsart
Gilberg as Curator. The Museum was funded
via the Mercer County Commissioners and pri-
vate donations. The Museum opened September
9, 1959.

1960’s — The Mercer County Historical Soci-
ety held annual meetings.

1971 — Lee Kuhn, John Suhr, and Ralph
Schindler were elected officers. Vera Speicher
contacted volunteers to open the Museum on
Sunday afternoons. The Society sold reprints of
the 1896 HISTORY OF VAN WERT AND
MERCER COUNTIES, OHIO.

1971-1993 — Vera Speicher served as Mem-
bership Chairperson.

1973 — President Joyce Alig initiated host-
ing quarterly meetings, and as Museum Direc-
tor initiated preservation of exhibits at the
Museum, with Vera Speicher and her daughter
Carolyn. -

1973-1980 — The Mercer County Commis-
sioners requested that the Historical Society
make a complete list of Mercer County
Cemeteries and then list the names on the
monuments. Ray Eblen and Bernard Gebhart
listed the cemeteries and their sites; Members
made lists of names on monuments. Two thick
notebooks of this original work are at the
Museum, except for the few which were stolen,
e.g. Mead Cemetery Record.

1975 — President Joyce Alig initiated
monthly meetings due to the increased level of
interest in the Historical Society.

1975 — The Historical Society was given
notice to move the Museum.

1975 — David Riley made it possible for the
Mercer County Commissioners to purchase the
Lena Riley Home for the Museum.

1975 — The summer of 1975, Joyce Alig,
Ray Eblen, Vera Speicher, Donald Muhlen-
kamp, and a few volunteers moved the Museum
;0 the Riley Home; this was a big task for a
ew.

1976 — The winter of 1975/1976 Director
Joyce Alig catalogued the exhibits and pre-
pared the Museum to open in April 1976.

1976-1993 — Bernice Baker and Deloris Imel
welre employed as professional cleaning person-
nel.

1976-1993 — The Historical Society hosted
many special exhibits over the years. The two
exhibits which have continued in popularity are
the Indian Artifact Exhibit, the last Sunday of
June, hosted by the Mercer County Indian Relic
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Collectors; and the Antique Tractor Exhibit,
hosted by the Old Fashioned Farmers, during
the July Celina Lake Festival.

1973-1978 — Joyce Alig gathered histories of
communities, businesses, churches, schools,
and initiated the 1978 MERCER COUNTY HIS-
TORY BOOK, the first county history book to be
printed since 1907, and the one before that was
1882.

1978-1980 — The Historical Society worked
on the 1978 MERCER COUNTY HISTORY
BOOK, gathering over a thousand family his-
tories, in addition to the historical articles.

1980 — 2500 copies of the 1978 MERCER
COUNTY HISTORY BOOK were sold. Two or
three times that number have used the book for
historical and/or genealogical research, as well
as those who used the book as resource mate-
rial for their own publications. Most people
thanked the Historical Society; however,
plagiarism exists.

1980-1993 — The Board of Directors encour-
aged the Director to apply for grant funds via
the Ohio Humanities Council, the Joint Prog-
ram of the Arts and Humanities, the Ohio
Museums Association, and the Ohio Bicenten-
nial Commission. These grant funds provided
the scholarly programs for the public lecture
series, each year.

1980-1993 — Raymond Feltz and Louise Hile-
man served as weekly volunteers at the
Museum.

1958-1993 — The Combined Drives of the
county have contributed funds to the Society to
administer the Museum. The County Commis-
sioners have contributed funds for administra-
tion and maintenance, e.g. a new roof, insula-
tion, wiring, window repair, siding, and grounds
care. Township Trustees, City and Village
Councils also contributed funds which were
used for porch repair, new siding, and other re-
pairs. Private individuals contributed funds for
a new lawn, new shrubbery, new drapery, new
wallpaper, new linoleum, new carpet, and other
repairs.

1958-1993 — Private individuals contributed
books, files, and donations for the Mercer
County History and Genealogy Archival Collec-
tion.

1978-1993 — Businesses, civic organizations,
county, township, and community governments
and private individuals have contributed to the
local history books printed to preserve Mercer
County’s heritage.

1984 — CELINA SESQUICENTENNIAL
BOOK, 1834-1984, was printed.

1987 — ST. HENRY SESQUICENTENNIAL
BOOK, 1837-1987, was printed.

1988 — COLDWATER AT 150 BOOK, 1838-
1988, was printed.

1989 — NATIVE AMERICANS AND
EARLY SETTLERS, 1780’s to 1980’s, was
printed.



1992 — Mercer County German Heritage
and Genealogy Commission was founded via the
Historical Society. This organization is received
well by the public.

1990-1993 — THOSE MAGNIFICENT BIG
BARNS IN MERCER COUNTY OF WESTERN
OHIO book was printed.

1994 — The Mercer County Historical Soci-
ety Executive Board of Directors, and its Mem-
bers will be making plans for the second half of
the last decade of this Twentieth Century, in an
effort to preserve Mercer County’s rich herit-
age. The public is encouraged to join the
Mercer County Historical Society Membership
and be a part of this cultural organization.

2000 — Will you be a part of the preserva-
tion effort of the Mercer County Historical Soci-
ety, and be a part of the Membership? You are
welcome, and you are invited.

Administration by the Mercer County His-
torical Society consists of an Executive Board
of Directors, with five directors and four offi-
cers. The Executive Board employes the
Museum Director and the cleaning staff. The
Museum Director oversees the Museum-opera-
tions, public programs, grantsmanship, and
public relations. Volunteers assist in a variety
of activities with the various programs.

* * #*

RECOGNITION & HONORS
Over 5000 guests and tour groups tour the
Museum annually
The 1978 MERCER COUNTY HISTORY
BOOK received the award of “Most Outstand-
ing County History Book in the State of Ohio”
in 1980 by the Ohio Association of State and
Local Historical Societies.
Recognized by the Ohio Humanities Council
for outstanding scholarly public programs in
history.
Recipient of over 30 grants from the Ohio
Humanities Council, the Joint Program in the
Arts and Humanities, the U.S. Bicentennial
Program, and The U.S. Constitution Pro-
gram.
Honored by having the Director appointed by
the Governor of Ohio to the State Board of
Trustees to the Ohio Historical Society, and
elected to the State Board of Trustees to the
Ohio Academy of History, the Ohio Associa-
tion of Historical Societies and Museums, the
Ohio Museums Association; and County Rep-
resentative to OHIOANA.
Recipient of numerous local honors, and rec-
ognition for local accomplishments in local
history.
Serves as Service Organization Coordinator
to the Celina Combined Services Appeal.

1993 EXECUTIVE BOARD OF DIRECTORS * MERCER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
OFFICERS

PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT
Joyce L. Alig Philip Naumann
Saint Henry Coldwater
Mercer County Engineering Test
Museum Director Lab Supervisor;

White New Idea
Farm Equipment

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SECRETARY TREASURER
Marjorie Pierstorff Vera Speicher
Hopewell Township Celina

Museumn Volunteer Museum Volunteer
Homemaker Homemaker

David K. Riley

Bradley C. Bubp, AIA

Raymond Feltz
assella

C Celina Frank Snyder Fort Recovery Donald Muhlenkamp
Toolmaker, Vice President Celina Project Architect Coldwater
Inventor, Citizens Commercial Associate Publisher Fanning/Howey Custodial Maintenance
Artist Bank & Trust Standard Printing Co. Associates, Inc. Coldwater Schools
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THE MERCER COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
FOUNDATION FUND

The Mercer County Historical Society Foun-
dation Fund was founded by providing an en-
dowment to assure a stable future source of
funds as various public budget concerns make
future public sources less certain. Only the in-
terest earnings from the Foundation Fund are
to be used by the Historical Society, assuring a
continued future source of income for the Soci-
ety’s operation of the Museum. The Foundation
Fund is managed by the Mercer County Civic
Foundation. Contributions to the Mercer County
Civic Foundation for this Historical Society
Foundation Fund qualify for the maximum de-
ductability for income, gift and estate tax pur-
poses. The Mercer County Civic Foundation
also provides for separate independent manage-
ment and investment of Donation Fund assets.
Contributions to the Historical Society Founda-
tion Fund may be made in current gifts of cash,
property, corporate matching gifts, and se-
curities; Elanned gifts may be made by life in-
surance, bequests, pooled income funds, chari-
table trusts, and memorials.

Dr. Charles Cole, Jr., Member of the Ohio
Northwest Ordinance and United States Con-
stitution Bicentennial Commission, and Execu-
tive Director of the Ohio Humanities Council,
presents Joyce L. Alig, Chairperson of the
Mercer County Bicentennial Commission, and

Director of The Mercer County Historical
Museum, with the Certificate of Recognition, in
appreciation for the local society’s “distin-
guished service in the interest of commemorat-
ing the 200th anniversary of the Northwest Or-
dinance and United States Constitution.”
October 16, 1989.
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WHY THE MERCER COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC.
IS WORTHY OF YOUR SUPPORT

The Historical Society works to preserve the
heritage of Mercer Countians, which includes
the work ethic, and the principles of hard
work, honesty, education, and religion.
The Historical Society works to preserve
exhibits at the Mercer County Historical
Museum which illustrate this heritage of hard
work, honesty, education and religion.
The Historical Society provides educational
programs and books and tours that reach into
every community in the county.
The Historical Society programs strengthen
communities by fostering mutual respect
among community groups and self-respect
within communities, for their heritages, past
and present.
The Historical Society programs supplement,
strengthen, and extend local resources and
talent by providing public programs for and
promoting partnerships among libraries,
museums, universities, schools, historical
societies, and civic organizations.
The Historical Society programs spark liter-
acy, learning, and the lifelong growth of indi-
viduals.
The Historical Society programs affirm the
importance of values in our lives, and in-
crease our understanding of the many cul-
tures in Mercer County, and in Ohio.
The Historical Society programs promote
ublic discourse, enrich citizen participation
in public affairs and thereby strengthen
democracy.
The Historical Society programs bring to the
public, the stories about outstanding ac-
complishments of Mercer Countians, many of
whom have quietly passed on, without the
recognition which they richly deserve. The
Historical Society encourages the young to
recognize that necessity is often the mother
of invention, and that they should greet the
future with a quest to learn and to create and
to meet the needs of the future, as our
forefathers have done in the past.




PASSPORT TO HISTORY TOUR

Mercer County Historical Museum
ARCHIVAL COLLECTIONS

“No matter how far you travel in history,
you are in for a great trip with the Mercer
County Historical Museum Archival Collec-
tions.”

* Mercer County History

Mercer County’s prehistoric sites

Mercer County’s prehistoric peoples and

their artifacts

Native Americans, e.g. Miami Tribe

Fur Traders, e.g. Anthony Shane

Northwest Territory

Indian Wars of the 1790’s; Fort Adams & Fort

Recovery

* Captain James Riley’s survey of Northwest
Ohio & Fort Wayne, Indiana

* Miami and Erie Canal & Grand Lake St.
Marys Reservoir

* Agricultural heritage & antique tools

* Architectural heritage of homes, businesses,
churches, barns, outbuildings & schools

* Church & religious heritage, cemetery re-
cords

* School history

* Black heritage: Carthagena; Emlen Insti-
tute; Randolph Freedmen

* Community histories

* Business & civic organization histories

* }\_!Iercer County railroads & electric traction
ine

* Military heritage, in reference to Mercer
Countians

* Family heritage & genealogy

* German heritage & Genealogy Commission

* Over 10,000 index cards with names for
Genealogy Research

* Rural Preservation Commission

* European Imprint on Mercer Countians’ cul-

tures

Media in Mercer County; microfilm informa-

tion

Mercer County health care practices

Maps and Atlases of Mercer County

Artifact information/antique identification

Period furniture & costume

Nearby County Community history books

J. Zura Riley’s Klondike Gold Rush, 1898 to

1900 Group

Photograph files on above topics

Children’s toys and games

Mercer County’s old Directories

Help with research for Term Papers, Theses

& Dissertations

* ¥

* ¥ ¥ ¥

% ¥ ¥ # % ¥ *

* % % %

Ted Ryan, WHIO Travel Director, interviewing
Director Joyce Alig and Treasurer Vera
Speicher, about the Mercer County Historical
Museum in Celina, for WHIO, Channel 7 Televi-
sion, Dayten, Ohio.

PASSPORT TO HISTORY BOOKS
MERCER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
INC.

*1978 MERCER COUNTY HISTORY

*1984 CELINA SESQUICENTENNIAL

*1987 ST. HENRY SESQUICENTENNIAL

*1988 COLDWATER AT 150

*1989 NATIVE AMERICANS & EARLY
SETTLERS, 1780’s to 1980’s

*1990 to 1993 THOSE MAGNIFICENT BIG
BARNS IN MERCER COUNTY OF WESTERN
OHIO

Chief Floyd Leonard, Miami Tribe, presents
Joyce L. Alig, Director of the Mercer County
Historical Museum, with “The Great Seal of the
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma” October 16, 1989.




“PASSPORT TO HISTORY TOUR”

Take a Victorian Tour of the Mercer County
Historical Museum, the Riley Home.

1. Stop outside the Mercer County Historical
Museum, the Riley Home, and enjoy the ar-
chitectural elegance of this Queen Anne Home.
The Victorian tower to the right houses the two
octagonal rooms. The Victorian round windows
to the left, are actually windows with rounded
glass, upstairs and down. Inside, inspect these
extravagant examples of glassmaker’s art, and
carpenter’s craftsmanship.

2. Check the bell from the Old Courthouse,
and the historic plaques.

3. As you walk up the steps to the porch, see
the stained glass window to your left. Re-
member, when you are inside, see it again as
the sunlight shines through with rainbow
radiance.

4. Observe the old oak door, with the sun-
burst pattern in oak. Step softly on the parquet
patterned oak floor just inside. Be certain to
look behind the inside door, at its beautifully de-
signed brass hinges, a touch of class.

5. Turn to your right; this is not a display of
the dinosaurs which lived on earth millions of
years ago. But it is a piece from Cranberry
Prairie, with the 9000 year old elk antlers and
bones on display, and a 10,000 year old Mercer
County mastadon mandible. Early pre-historic
man left his (and her) artifacts of stone, flint,
and slate. (If this is your interest, be sure to at-
tend the annual Indian Relic Exhibit the last
Sunday of June!)
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6. Enter the 19th Century in the vestibule.
Calvin Riley built this house in 1896. He de-
signed this entry to resemble the Captain’s
Quarters on his ship, that is, Calvin Riley’s
Grandfather Captain James Riley’s ships in the
early 1800’s.

7. Follow the Riley heritage to your left.
Step into the Living Room and read about Cap-
tain James Riley’s shipping career, his 1815
shipwreck, and subsequent trials and final re-
turn to America. Note the book NARRATIVE
OF THE LOSS OF THE BRIG COMMERCE.
See the Compass Captain Riley and his son
James Watson Riley used in surveying North-
west Ohio, and Fort Wayne, Indiana. Note how
James Watson Riley and others platted Celina
in 1834. Another son William Willshire Riley
wrote SEQUEL TO THE NARRATIVE, telling
about the platting of Willshire, and their living
there and establishing the mill. James Watson’s
son Calvin built this home. Calvin Riley’s son
James Zura Riley had an exciting adventure on
his Alaskan Klondike Gold Rush, 1898 to 1900.
James Zura’s daughter Lena lived a quiet life in
this elegant home, which, after her death, be-
came the Mercer County Historical Museum,
the Riley Home. Read about Lena’s Uncle
Robert Riley and the Riley Drug Store.

8. Relax in the Living Room and peer
through a stereoptican; listen to the parlor
organ and smile at the other old musical instru-
ments, like the graphophones and harmonicas.
Stop at the old Court House time clock. Look at
the quaint kerosene lamps. Admire the
Mersman Tables.
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9. Walk with care over the antique carpets
and enter the lovely dining room, with the rich
Civil War era China Cabinet, and an old built in
oak china cabinet, while memories of the Sun-
day afternoon family dinner wander through
your mind.

10. Keep in mind Grandma’s kitchen and re-
call the taste of butter from the butter churn;
apple butter, apple peelers and copper kettles;
sad irons, hot stoves, and linens.

11. Be careful when you descend the narrow
basement steps. Pass by the blacksmith and
farrier displays; cross into the carpenters’
room. See the ice saw used on the winter lake.
Wonder at the wooden flails and grain cradles
resting from the autumn harvest. Remember to
visit the annual Antique Tractor Exhibit during
Celina’s July Lake Festival. See Mark
Speicher’s motorcycle.

12. Return to the front oak stairs and see
the sunlight highlight the stained glass window
on the landing. The second floor has old office
equipment for the business person.

13. The Octagon Room in the Tower holds
the old school exhibit; McGuffy Readers, tin
lunch pails, slates, pump organ, one room
schoolhouse photographs, textbooks in German,
sports equipment, and children’s toys including
hobby horses, dolls, buggies, cradles, etc. A
niaw addition is Huffy’s 25th Anniversary Bicy-
cle.

Xiv

14. Across the hall, the Master Bedroom has
exquisite quilts, spinning wheels for flax and
wool, steamer trunks, and needlework, cos-
tumes and accessories, and sewing machines.

15. March into the military room and meet
muskets, powder horns, shot, rosters of sol-
diers, discharge papers, scrapbooks of World
War II military, and photographs which speak
silently of times past. Accoutrements accent the
exhibit.

16. Stop by Val Fortman’s General Store
and be greeted by coffee grinders, crocks, cigar
cutters, spice cabinets, glass candy jars, the
NCR Cash Register, and a drawer of customers’
receipts. For the scientific person, study the
raw glass from the Celina Glass Factory, from
which the canning jars and bottles were made.

17. Marvel at the medical instruments, and
the great strides made in education since the
Country Doctor. Remember the pain in the old
dentist’s chair. Imagine a silent shave and a
haircut in the old barber’s chair.

18. Like to go camping in Victorian Times?
Take a look at the portable bath tub, with water
heater, for the great outdoors.

19. Return to the Dining Room. Read about
every aspect of Mercer County’s heritage in the
most complete Archival Collection on Mercer
County History and Genealogy in the State of
Ohio. Ask the Director for help in research; she
has been there for 21 years and organized the
Archives. If it is there, she will show you.

20. Savor your memories. Support your
Mercer County Historical Museum. Bring your
family and friends. Join the Historical Society.
Join the German Heritage and Genealogy Com-
mission. Come back soon.

Marion School Tour; Anne McDaniel, Teacher.
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INTRODUCTION

A book about barns? What could anyone
write about barns! A barn is a barn!

A premier edition, THOSE MAGNIFICENT
BIG BARNS IN MERCER COUNTY OF WEST-
ERN OHIO is the first book and the only book,
giving tribute not only to Mercer County’s mag-
nificent big barns, but also to Mercer County’s
farm families, their skill, their ingenuity, their
hard work, and their love of the land.

They will never build these big old barns
again. The old barns are not practical for the
big tractors and combines which cannot enter
barns without doors being enlarged and beams
removed. The big round hay bales are no longer
“tossed on the elevator to be sent to the mow.”
Methods of animal care have been modernized.
Maintenance of the big old barns has become
cost prohibitive. The barns no longer pay for
themselves. There was a day, when a farmer
would look at the log house and log barn, and
decide to build a “new modern barn” and tell
his wife that the barn would come before the
house because a barn built many a house but no
house ever built a barn.

Barns in Mercer County, Ohio have evolved
from the early log barns to the big barns and
now to the pole barns of the 1990’s. Barns have
evolved under the influences of three condi-
tions: (1) building materials available in this
environment; (2) economy of this area; and (3)
needs of the farmer.

Mercer County’s first barns were built from
the abundance of trees available in the natural
forests. The logs were placed on stone pillars,
so that the bottom logs of the foundation of the
barns would not rot. These barns were large
enough to house animals and to store grain for
the family for a season. Farmers had to be self
sufficient and travel great distances to take
their products to market, and/or to have their
grain ground at the mill. Some farmers went
southeast to the mill at Piqua; others went
north to the Riley mill at Willshire.

From the 1830’s to the 1870’s, the Miami and
Erie Canal provided a quicker and cheaper
route to the market for the farmer, as well as
providing a quick route to the interior of North-
west Ohio’s farmland which went on sale in the
1820’s from the U.S. Government, for European
immigrants. Inventions, such as John Deere’s
steel plow, Cyrus McCormick’s reaper, the
steam engine for threshing machines, etc., trac-
tors, and a multitude of inventions provided the
farmer with means to increase the acres of land
he farmed and the size of herds of animals he
raised.
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The coming of the railroads in the 1880’s
provided a cheaper and quicker route to the
markets, than did the canal system, and the
farmers prospered again. With the improve-
ment of the economy due to the railroads, came
more farm improvements. Several of the big
old barns built in the 1860’s and 1870’s are still
standing. Many of the big old barns were built
in the 1880’s and 1890’s and they are celebrating
their centennial years, still standing straight
and true.

The big old barns and their style of ar-
chitecture continued through the 1950’s. Many
of the barns built in the 1950’s had the big
rounded roofs, sometimes called rainbow or
gothic roofs; these roofs allowed for more stor-
age space in the hay mow.

Barn architecture continued to evolve and
changes came with improvements. Farmers
erected silos. The hay bales’ size was increased
to the big round bales which were either put on
the barn floor, or left in the field. The big hay
mows were no longer needed. Farmers began
building the pole barns and discontinued build-
ing the big old barns. (Many farmers remod-
eled their big old barns, to fit their needs. But,
when they needed a new building, they built the
pole barns.) Most Mercer County barns are
used for dairy, hogs, or poultry, except for the
ones standing empty or being used for storage.

Barn architecture will continue to evolve,
with the style of the building dependent upon
the building materials available; the economy
of the area; and the needs of the farmer.
Perhaps, the next generation will be writing a
book aboout the ‘history of the polebarns’ for
their children.

Thus, to preserve the heritage and the in-
tegrity of these magnificent big old barns, is the
reason this book was written. The day will come
when there are few of these architectural
strongholds, the barns, left on the rural land-
scape. Perhaps, this book will remind our
grandchildren and their grandchildren that our
ancestors took their ingenuity and their skill
and applied hard work, and built their barns
and then maintained their barns for the love of
their land, their home place. Each farmer
placed his mark of individuality on his barn, be-
cause no two barns are alike in Mercer County,
Ohio.

In studying the evolution of the big old
barns in Mercer County, Ohio, this book will be
a landmark in Mercer County’s history books.
This book will be a keepsake for generations to
come. May this book contribute to the appreci-
ation of our rural heritage in Mercer County,
Ohio.




Blackcreek Township, Mercer County, Ohio
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The oldest barn frame in Mercer County
has been documented as being the barn frame
for Clarence Hamrick’s barn, 12921 State Route
49, just south of Willshire. The history behind
this barn frame dates back to the man who sur-
veyed Northwestern Ohio, and who platted Will-
shire, Captain James Riley from Upper Houses,
Cromwell, Connecticut. In the spring of 1821
Captain James Riley and his family built a two
story log home, about sixty feet long, on the
east bank of the St. Marys River, in Willshire.
Captain Riley spent the winter of 1821-1822 get-
ting logs ready for his saw and grist mill. In the
spring of 1822, invitations were sent out to Fort
Wayne, Indiana; Fort Recovery, St. Marys, and
Piqua. About one hundred men traveled to Will-
shire, for the occasion of raising the frame of
this mill, the first frame building ever erected
north of Dayton. Captain Riley was later
elected to the Ohio Legislature for 1823-1824.
Due to illness, and poor health dating to his
days of shipwreck and trials during 1815/1816,
the Captain returned to his family’s care on the
east coast, in 1825. Meanwhile, in Willshire, the
original mill was sold to David Major who suc-
cessfully operated the mill for several years.
Later, the original mill was torn down, and the
frame was used for the barn, on the Clarence
Hamrick farm, about a mile south of Willshire.
(This story was taken from the History of Will-
shire.) Clarence Hamrick’s barn, therefore, has
the oldest barn frame in Mercer County, Ohio.
On the outside of the barn, the rain water from
the barn is piped into a huge cistern (see photo-
graph of the pump and millstone). Mr. and Mrs.
Clarence Hamrick live in a historic home of
brick veneer, built in 1906; interior woodwork
includes carved quarter cut oak, and parquet
floors of oak, with cherry and walnut for the de-
sign border. Clarence is the son of Samuel
Hamrick

This interior view of the Clarence Hamrick
barn is of the north end. The vertical post, and
cross beams, show the marks of the ax blades,
and are wooden pinned. One can also see that at
one point, probably when the new barn was
being built with the old frame, the vertical post
was cut, and an additional horizontal beam was
added; the circular saw marks are evident on
this cross beam.
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This interior view of the Clarence Hamrick
barn is of the northeast corner. On the side of
the vertical post, one can see the mortise or
opening, where at one time, probably at the old
mill site, there was a cross which fit into this
post. There is another mortise at the same
height on the post which supports the ladder.
Some of the logs supporting the mow, still have
their bark. The big wood pulley, which ran the
old Riley mill, is a good four feet in diameter,
and is stored in this barn loft.




This interior view of the Hamrick barn is of
the center. The hand hewn beams show their
blade marks. Note that the upper cross beam
has seven mortises, or openings, for posts that
are no longer there. Either, at the old mill,
there were posts fit into this cross beam, or, at
the old mill, this cross beam was used at
another position in the mill frame. Note also the
purlin support posts, are placed just to the out-
side of where the vertical posts fit beneath this
cross beam. The rope is still attached to the pul-
ley, for the old hay track at the roof ridge.

This is another interior view of the old mill
frame, dating from 1822, which is used for the
frame of the Hamrick barn.

This is an interior view of the frame of a
side wall in the Hamrick barn. Note the Y sup-
port from the center post to the corner posts.
The center post atﬁpears to have mortises or
openings, where there probably were beams
which fit it, in the old mill. Note also, the
number and spacing of the horizontal cross
beam supports.

This is an interior view of another end wall
in the Hamrick barn. Contrast the framing of
this end wall, with the side wall in the previous
photograph. The two vertical posts, have two
main cross beams, with lesser cross beams.
The purlin support posts are slightly inclined or
slanted to the outside. There is a support in the
shape of a trapezoid on the upper story of this
end wall. A ladder leads to the gable peak. In
consideration of all the major posts and beams,
all hand hewn in 1821/1822 by Captain James
Riley, a considerable amount of respect is due
this man, and all the pioneers of this land,
which put their labor, their heart and soul, into
building a country for their families then, and
for generations to come.




The editor stopped outside Clarence Ham-
rick’s barn, when she saw this old mill stone,
resting next to the old pump. She asked Clar-
ence Hamrick if this could possibly be an old
mill stone from Captain Riley’s 1822 mill; Clar-
ence replied that he did not know. Perhaps,
someone will read this, and know the story of
this millstone, and call the Mercer County His-
torical Museum in Celina, and share the story.
This millstone is one example of the multitude
of clues to good stories in history for Mercer
County’s heritage. Mercer County’s true history
is always a thousand times better than fiction
any day. The pump stands on the top of a huge
cistern; rain water from the barn was piped to
this cistern. This is a big cistern because the
original owner Jeff Moser ran a steam engine;
he had three steam engines. He hired people to
run the engines and the threshing machines, in
this farming community. He invented and
patented an automatic blowing system on the
tlgreihing machine to control building the straw
stack.

To contrast the old, with the older, the at-
tractive 1941 B Allis Chalmers stands proudly in
the corner of the Clarence Hamrick barn, while
a buggy (with convertible top and window in
back) which belonged to a doctor in Green-
springs, Ohio, rests on the upper level.

ANOTHER BARN BUILDER

This editor received the following letter
from Mrs. Edith E. Adams, 2786 Willshire Ohio
City Road, Willshire, dated October 26, 1992: “I
am the 87 year old daughter of the late James
Elmer Snyder of Blackcreek Township who
built many barns in the area of Blackcreek
Township, Chattanooga area, Willshire area,
and some in Eastern Indiana. Many of them
have been destroyed by fire, wind, or lightning.
I love barns, so will look forward to receiving
this book.”

A WILLSHIRE HISTORIAN

A local historian, Sondra Samples, 2290
Purdy Road, Rockford, took an interest in this
project and photographed many local barns for
this area. Her credit is given under her photo-
graphs. She also works to gather history of Will-
shire, which was founded by Captain James
Riley. Willshire is located on State Route 49,
just across the Mercer County line, in Van Wert
County. The Mercer County Historical Museum,
which is located in the Riley Home, 130 East
Market, Box 512, Celina, Ohio 45822, works to
gather history of Captain James Riley. Captain
Riley’s son James Watson Riley platted Celina;
his son Calvin Riley built the home which
houses the Museum, in 1896.




In looking at this barn, it appears to be
twice as long as one would expect. David M.
Sipe, 11151 Stetler Road, Willshire, writes about
his barn: “The front half of the barn was moved
from across the road by John H. Sipe and his
sons. They then built from the side doors, back
around 1900, as told by my Grandfather Jesse
Sipe, son of John Sipe. The front half of the barn
has hand hewn timber and tree limbs for raf-
ters.” The barn was used for livestock and hay
storage; today, it is used for storage. White
arches trim the double doors as well as the sta-
ble doors in the end. Note the form the white
arches have taken in the gable end. Five light-
ning rods grace the roof ridge.

This farm has been in the Byer Family for
over a hundred years; Franklin Byer, father of
Odus Byer. Odus’s daughter Martha (Byer)
Koontz owns the hundred acres of land and
Martha’s Granddaughter Ellen (Ray) Brickley
owns the buildings. In 1910, this gambrel roofed
barn was built for Odus and Cloyd Byer, for
livestock and hay mow, on St. Rt. 49. Today,
this barn is used for storage. This barn is one of
the few barns in northern Mercer County which
have the side gable dormer over the double
doors. (This feature can also be seen on nearby
Van Wert County barns.) (Sondra Samples
photograph)

Mrs. Vernon (Donna) Caffee’s barn, 10780
State Route 49, Willshire, Ohio 45898, was built
in the early 1900’s. They purchased this farm in
1943, and converted the barn into a dairy barn,
with stanchions in the east end. This barn was
then taken down in 1972, after they had disposed
of the cattle, in order to make room for a large
pole building, used as a shop and machinery
storage. This gable roofed barn had a triangu-
lar hay hood at one end. The doors are outlined
with arches. VERNON CAFFEE is lettered
above the barn doors; CHATTDALE FARMS is
lettered across the silo.

Mrs. Vernon (Donna) Caffee’s barn on
State Route 49, was built in 1959 by Hoge
Lumber Company, New Knoxville. The barn
was used for grain and machinery. Today, the
barn is used for grain and wagon storage. The
entry to this barn is in the end wall. The round
roof, sometimes called a gothic or rainbow roof,
has a slight rise at the eaves, known as a ‘ski
jump.’




Thomas E. Brandt’s barn, 12521 State Route
49 S., Willshire, Ohio 45898, was built in 1885.
Sliding doors are at the four entries to the side
of this very long barn. Seven lightning rods are
across the ridge of the roof; not many barns
have seven lightning rods for protection. This
big barn has been used for livestock, dairy,
horses, hay and grain.

Phyllis Kessler’s barn, 11980 State Route 49,
Willshire, is well over a hundred years old. The
weathered siding has been given a soft patina

by nature’s palette. Louvered vents provide
ventilation. The track for the sliding doors is
protected by the overhang of the vertical
boards. What is unusual about this barn, is the
small shed roof, for protection over the stable
door next to the double doors. It is rare to find
such a roof in Mercer County; only a few exist.

This is another of less than half a dozen
barns, which have the small shed roof over a
single door; this door happens to be a double
door, with the top half open, with a Z brace.
Another barn with this rare shed roof over a
single door is located at the southwest corner of
St. Rt. 49 and McGough Roads where Phyllis
Kessler lived; the other barn with the shed roof
over the single door is located on State Route
707, half mile west of Township Line and a half
mile east of Erastus Durbin Road. This particu-
lar barn has a pair of green double doors, with
rust colored arches at the top. This is a beauti-
ful weathered old barn.

J. Alvin and Helen Buchanan’s barn, 11319
State Route 49, Willshire, was built in 1942. The
barn was used for livestock, and now used for
storage. The pink tricycle and two bicycles re-
minds us that children are about. By the time
they grow up, they will probably not have the
opportunity to stack bales of hay in the big hay
mow, with the round roof, sometimes called a
rainbow or gothic roof. Farming has changed.
Five lightning rods protect this barn. The track
gor tl&g sliding doors is protected by the vertical

oards.




A Piper built this barn in the late 1800’s or
early 1900’s. Mr. and Mrs. William Okeley
bought the place from Piper; they sold the
place to their daughter Fern and her husband
Ralph Alt, in 1921. This aerial view of the farm,
not only shows the red barn, its white trim, and
green gambrel roof, as well as the other build-
ings and brick home. The barn has been used
for livestock and for machinery. The place is lo-
cated on State Route 49, just north of Route 707.
It is owned by Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Alt, 1671
Schaadt Road, Rockford.

Paul Leistner’s red barn at 10129 State
Route 49, Rockford, was built in 1926 by John
Nash. The barn has been used for cows, horses,
hay, and machine storage. White arches grace
the doors, as well as frame the window at the
peak of the end wall. This type of end wall deco-
ration is usually found in northern Mercer
County, but not in southern Mercer County. An
unusual feature of this barn is the three pairs of
windows, each with six panes, across the center
of the end wall. Two windows are placed lower
in the wall, at each side. The editor did not see
another barn with windows like this at this level
on the end wall of the barn. The gambrel roof
has four lightning rods across the ridge. A night
light is mounted on the end wall.

This barn stood on Grauberger Road, and
was owned in 1920 by Clarence and Pearl Hob-

let, who are both deceased now. This photo-
graph shows the storm damage from the 1920
tornado. The star within the circle to the right
of center of the front wall is interesting.

This is another view of the Clarence and
Pearl Hoblet farm on Grauberger Road, after
the 1920 tornado. (Sondra Samples found these
old photographs, while going through old photo-
graphs.)




This barn was built in 1947 for the Winkler
Brothers, Lee and Walter. The barn to the right
in the photograph was built by the Sell Family.
Harvey Wilson was the owner when in 1919, the
barn was partially destroyed by a tornado, and
he rebuilt it. Again in March 1949, it was torn
apart by a tornado and was rebuilt by the Wink-
ler Brothers, Lee and Walter, the owners at that
time. Today, the barn is owned by Walter Wink-
ler, 12148 Grauberger Road, Willshire, Ohio. A
“topknot” is the name given to the extension
built on the top of the roof of the center building
in the photograph. (Sondra Samples Photo-

graph)

J. Mathias Winkler built this barn prior to
1914 (before World War I). The barn has been
used for hay and livestock and is now used for
machinery storage. This gray barn, with the
white doors and green gable roof, belongs to
Walter Winkler, 12148 Grauberger Road, Will-
shire, Ohio 45898.

This barn was built in 1948, after World War
II. The round roof, without walls, reflects the
style of the quonset hut first used by the U.S.
Army in World War II. The barn has been used
as a dairy barn, and for storage of farm
machinery. A smaller building with a gable roof
stands next to this building. Nearby is another
barn, with a block wall, and round roof, with the
“ski Jump” eaves. A sliding door gives entry to
the upper level. This set of buildings belongs to
Walter Winkler.

This barn was located on Wabash Road, and
was in the process of getting a new paint color
when this photograph was taken. The barn was
built in 1905 for the Carr family on a farm that
has been in the family since 1850, and the land
is currently owned by Dorothy Carr Humbert.
The gambrel roof was slate. The barn was dis-
mantled and moved to the southern part of
Mercer County in 1980.




This is the Homer and Leona Baker Carr
Farm on State Route 707, near the State Line.
This big barn was built before 1875 for- the
Henry Baker family. Note the rutted lane, as
well as the windpump or windmill at the build-
ings. Henry Baker’s Great, Great Granddaugh-
ter Rita Ripley now owns and lives on the
farmstead site.

This is the same farm, of Homer and Leona
Baker Carr Farm, on State Route 707. A later
barn was built around 1900 by T.W. Baker. Note
the white barn, with darker arches on the doors,
as well as in the peak of the end wall. This big
barn was dismantled by the Amish, and sepa-
rated into its three parts, and each part was
moved to a different farm in 1990; the three
barns are still in use.

This barn on the Lee Winkler Farm on
Wabash Road was built around the late 1870’s,
as primarily a haybarn with louvered wall ven-
tilators and its five vented roof cupolas. It was
quite large for that time, measuring 110 feet by
40 feet. It originally had a full plank floor and
the big doors were hinged and swung out. There
were several box stalls for horses and overhead
grain bins. As farming practices changed over
the barn’s long history, it has been updated as
needed with new siding, cement floor and foun-
dation, sliding doors, and a rolled standing
seam tin roof over the original wood shingles.
Several years ago it was covered with steel sid-
ing and roof to better maintain it for current
farm use. Martin Winkler homesteaded in
Blackereek Township about 1837 and the farm
has remained in the family since that time. The
big brick house which was built in the 1880’s
still is in use today, and is considered the
Homeplace by the entire Winkler family. For
information on this barn, the person to contact
would be Lee Winkler’s son, Nicholas Winkler,
795 Winkler Road, Willshire, Ohio. (Sondra
Samples Photograph)
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This 1909 photograph was taken of the Wink-
ler family in front of the 1870’s barn at the Lee
Winkler farm, 12561 Wabash Road. The five
cupolas still stand on the roof of the barn today.




This barn was built in 1937 for James Figley
by Charlie Gray, a carpenter from Coldwater. A
portable sawmill was brought in to saw lumber
from timber cut from a seven acre woods on the
farm. Originally built for hay and straw, a
small dairy herd, hogs, and sheep, it was later
used to stable Farmer’s show ponies. The barn
is now used for general farm storage. The barn
has a gambrel roof, and a smaller pent roof on
the end. The rafters are exposed beneath the
eaves of the roof. The barn belongs to LaDoyle
(Farmer) and Mabel Figley, 11355 Wabash
Road, Rockford, and has been in the Figley
family for 120 years. (Sondra Samples Photo-
graph).

A.D. Miller, 1892, in the slate roof, acknowl-
edges the owner and the year this barn was
built, at 10041 Burrville Road, Rockford. Three
of the barn doors are outlined with darker
arches. A pent roof gives protection at the end
of the barn. In the past, the barn has been used

for livestock, and hay and straw storage.
Today, the owner is Helen Hasis, 1107 Yorkshire
Court, Celina.

10

This is the Luther E. Martz farm barn,
10100 Burrville Road; the barn was built about
1900 by William Squires, a well known barn
builder. This address, 10100 Burrville Road,
Rockford would be the address today of Ronald
E. Martz and Ronald B. Martz. This barn had a
carbide type lighting system, a very advanced
(but hazardous) concept of lighting. This was
long before electricity was invented or avail-
able in the area. Because of the good lighting
system, a 10 or 12 inch concrete floor and a
clear area in the center of the barn, young men
in the area formed basketball teams; there
were no rules which made for a very rugged
game. Spectators sat in the hay mow. In the
earyr days of this barn, it housed two thorough
bred stallions, 16 work horses, 10 to 12 milk
cows, and some sheep. The two stallion stalls,
most of the draft horse stalls and the cattle
feeding areas are still intact. The harness room
is still intact. In 1922 Luther E. Martz installed
a Delco electrical system. This was a kerosene
powered internal combustion engine and com-
bined generator system. The system consisted
of 24 glass container storage batteries. The sys-
tem was a 12 volt, direct current system. Some
of the electrical fixtures are still in the barn.
The barn that preceeded this current barn
burned to the ground. All contents were des-
troyed including animals, hay, wheat and oats,
plus farm machinery. This article was written
by Ronald E. Martz, 10006 Lynbrook Dr., Hous-
ton, TX 77042.











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































