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THE MERCER COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM, 
THE RILEY HOME 

The Mercer County Historical Museum, the 
Riley Home, 130 East Market, Box 512, Celina, 
Ohio 45822, is owned by the Mercer County 
Commissioners, and administered by the 
Executive Board of Directors of the Mercer 
County Historical Society, Inc. 

The Mercer County Historical Society, Inc. 
was founded in 1958 and the Museum was 
opened in 1959, at the northeast corner of Main 
and Fayette Streets in Celina. The Museum was 
moved to the Riley Home, in 1975 and opened in 
1976 to the public. Public and private funds 
have supported the Museum, and building 
maintenance. 

Prior to serving as the Mercer County His
torical Museum, the Riley home was built in 
1896 by Calvin Riley, the grandson of Captain 
James Riley. *See the Riley Home Heritage. A 
note of interest is that Calvin Riley's grandson 
Roscoe Riley, with Carleton Reiser and Carroll 
Stubbs, were the three persons instrumental in 
founding the Mercer County Historical Society 
in 1958. Roscoe Riley's son David Riley coordi
nated the transition of the Riley Home to the 
Mercer County Commissioners in 1975. 

Over eighty thousand guests have toured 
the Mercer County Historical Museum in the 
last three decades. Guests include Mercer 
Countians, Ohioans, as well as guests from 
across the United States, Canada, Mexico, 
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South America, Europe, Africa, Asia, and Aus
tralia. Guests include tourists, people seeking 
recreation, scholars seeking historical research 
in the archives, genealogists seeking family his
tory, people with German ancestors seeking 
their German cultural heritage, museums pro
fessionals studying museum administration, 
and school student tours, and civic organization 
tours. 

For administration of the Mercer County 
Historical Museum, the Riley Home, the 1993 
Executive Board of Directors of the Mercer 
County Historical Society includes David Riley, 
Frank Snyder, Donald Muhlenkamp, Bradley 
Bubp, and Raymond Feltz; and Officers, Pres
ident Joyce L. Alig, Vice President Philip 
Naumann, Secretary Marjorie Pierstorff, and 
Treasurer Vera Speicher. Joyce L. Alig has 
served as Director of the Mercer County Histor
ical Museum since January 1973. Membership 
in the Mercer County Historical Society, Inc. is 
open to the public. Civic organizations and indi
viduals are always welcome to volunteer their 
time and services to the Mercer County Histor
ical Museum. 

The purpose of the Mercer County Histori
cal Museum, the Riley Home, is to preserve 
Mercer County's rich cultural heritage. Finan
cial donations are always welcome to help serve 
this purpose. 
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PASSPORT 
TO 

HISTORY 

V 

PREFACE 

Project Director Joyce L. Alig 

THE PASSPORT TO HISTORY SERIES is 
a passport to Mercer County's past, with the 
reader as the guest traveler of the Mercer 
County Historical Society, Inc. The 1980's Pass
port to History Series included the MERCER 
COUNTY, OHIO HISTORY; ST. HENRY SES
QUICENTENNIAL, CELINA SESQUICEN
TENNIAL, COLDWATER AT 150. The 1990's 
Passport to History Series includes BOOK I, 
NATIVE AMERICANS AND EARLY 
SETTLERS, 1780's to 1980's. 

BOOK II, PASSPORT TO HISTORY 
SERIES, is THOSE MAGNIFICENT BIG 
BARNS IN MERCER COUNTY OF WESTERN 
OHIO, 1990-1993. 

THOSE MAGNIFICENT BIG BARNS IN 
MERCER COUNTY OF WESTERN OHIO fea
tures over a thousand big old barns in Mercer 
County, Ohio. BOOK II takes the reader down 
the dusty roads on a 175 year old journey 
through Mercer County's rural history. Barn 
raisings, threshing, barn fires, barns destroyed 
by tornadoes and rebuilt with the help of neigh
bors, barn dances, barn stories, farm families' 
rural heritages including migration patterns 
and genealogy, German bank barns, English 
barns, Dutch barns, grundscheier barns, log 
barns, double crib barns, and thoughts that 
hard work and the belief that farm life is the 
good life, all contribute to the preservation of 
Mercer County's rural heritage. 

BOOK II, PASSPORT TO HISTORY 
SERIES, THOSE MAGNIFICENT BIG BARNS 
IN MERCER COUNTY OF WESTERN OHIO 
takes the reader on a journey into Mercer 
County's rural past, and brings the reader home 
to the Mercer County Historical Museum. 



FOREWORD 

By: Joyce L. Alig 

Why did I do this book? How could I not do 
this book! 

My goal, as President of the Mercer County 
Historical Society and Director of the Mercer 
County Historical Museum, is to preserve 
Mercer County's rich heritage. 

Preserving Mercer County's rich heritage 
includes a multi-faceted position. Preservation 
of the exhibits and administering the Mercer 
County Historical Museum is one facet. Serving 
the public via guided tours, research service, 
and public lecture series all contribute to other 
facets of this position. Recording Mercer 
County's heritage through history books is 
another facet of this position. The history books 
include a 1978 MERCER COUNTY HISTORY, 
1984 CELINA SESQUICENTENNIAL, 1987 ST. 
HENRY SESQUICENTENNIAL, 1988 COLD
WATER AT 150, and NATIVE AMERICANS 
AND EARLY SETTLERS, 1780's TO 1980's. 

Mercer County is number one in agriculture 
in the State of Ohio. What are we doing to pre
serve Mercer County's agricultural or rural 
heritage? To write a book about Mercer 
County's entire agricultural heritage would re
sult in several volumes of books, whether about 
machinery, planting and harvesting, kinds of 
crops, kinds of animals, kinds of buildings, 
economic conditions, farm families, etc. How 
could we focus on one theme and produce a 
book which reflects the rural heritage of Mercer 
County? 

When the idea came to me to write about 
big old barns, I fell in love with the project. The 
more I thought about it, the more I knew it 
would be a worth-while project. No one has ever 
written about the architectural masterpieces, 
these big old barns in Mercer County. Some 
farmers are remodeling their barns to meet the 
needs of today's modern equipment. Some 
farms are sold and the new owners want to use 
the land, but not the buildings, and the buildings 
are falling into a state of disrepair. The biggest 
thought that loomed over me was that no one, 
absolutely no one, is building these big old 
barns, with hand hewn beams and wooden pins, 
anymore. When these big old barns are gone, 
that will be it; the end of an era! 

In the autumn of 1990, I put out news re
leases that I would be doing this book, and that 
people should bring their old and new photo
graphs of their barns, with their stories, to the 
Museum, to be printed in this book. About fifty 
barns came in, to be in this book, which was not 
enough to print a book. I believed in the project 
too much, to just let it drop. So, I set out, driv
ing down each road, stopping at each barn, ask
ing permission to photograph the barn, town-
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ship by township, for this book. I used over 125 
rolls of film, and drove hundreds of miles photo
graphing barns, and then returning the photo
graphs, requesting the farmers to write about 
their barns and to put them in this book. Some 
barns were photographed by others; I tried to 
include their credit line. 

I read every book about barns, and farm 
buildings, that I could find through libraries, 
universities, and book stores, and antique book 
sales. I studied the architectural terms used in 
those books and found out that those terms or 
names are not standardized and not everyone 
agrees on the same names for barn architec
tural features. I also talked with the farmers 
and asked for their help for identification of 
kinds of architecture used in barns. 

The farm families welcomed me with warm 
farm hospitality. I sat at their kitchen tables 
while they told me about their barn and their 
farm, and showed me old photographs. They 
permitted me to borrow their precious family 
photographs to put copies in this book. I enjoyed 
seeing old friends, and I enjoyed making new 
friends. Of the twenty-one years I have worked 
for the Mercer County Historical Society, I have 
to say that these three years on this project 
have been the most enjoyable three years I 
have spent, 1990-1993. If I were given the choice, 
I would do it all over again! Yes, even in spite 
of all the teasing I take from my family and 
friends, about my "barn book," I would do it 
again. 

I also thank the Ohio Humanities Council 
and the Joint Program of the Arts and 
Humanities for their support of our public prog
rams for this project. 

I have to thank Alvin my husband, my chil
dren: Lorna and her husband Rod Teeter; 
Brenda and her husband Don Soldatis, and Col
leen, and my family, for standing by me and 
putting up with me through not only the last 
three years of doing this book, but also the last 
twenty-one years of working for the Mercer 
County Historical Society. I thank my family 
and friends for listening to "barn stories." 

I have to thank the Executive Board of Di
rectors and Members of the Mercer County His
torical Society for the past twenty-one years. 
With their friendship, kindness, encouragement, 
smiles, laughter and support, I have made it 
this far. What started out as a fun position for 
me twenty-one years ago, is still a fun job. I 
only hope that someone cares enough to keep 
the Museum doing well, and that someone cares 
enough to keep working to preserve Mercer 
County's rich heritage in the future generations. 
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THE RILEY HOME HERITAGE 
October 27, 1777, Captain James Riley was 

born to Asher and Rebecca Sage Riley, at 
Upper Houses, Cromwell, Connecticut, the year 
after our nation declared its independence from 
Great Britain. In 1792, James Riley went to sea. 

James Riley married Phoebe Riley in 1802, 
the year before Ohio became a State. In 1808, 
Captain Riley lost his unarmed ship, "Two 
Marys" to the French. From 1809 to 1812, Riley 
traded with Spain, Portugal, Brazil, West In
dies, and New Orleans. During the War of 1812, 
the Captain served as Captain to a Volunteer 
Artillery Company in Connecticut. After the 
War, he returned to sea. In August 1815, during 
a fog, their brig, (a two masted ship) hit a reef 
off Cape Bajador, Africa. Since they were near 
to land, Arabs captured the men and made 
them slaves in the desert. Finally, William Will
shire paid the ransom and Captain James Riley 
returned home in March, 1816. In 1816, Presi
dent James Monroe suggested to Riley that he 
write a book about his experiences in Africa; 
this resulted in the book, NARRATIVE OF THE 
LOSS OF THE BRIG COMMERCE by Captain 
James Riley. This book is on exhibit at the 
Mercer County Museum. In 1818, Captain Riley 
was a member of the Convention that framed 
the Constitution of Connecticut. 

June 23, 1819, Edward Tiffin, Surveyor Gen
eral of U.S.A., appointed Riley as his lawful De
puty Surveyor. Riley reported to Chillicothe, 
Ohio in 1819; in July he was sent to Fort Wayne, 
Indiana to survey lands acquired from Indiana. 
By November 1819, Riley was at the headwaters 
of the Wabash River, south of Fort Recovery, 
and he began his survey of Northwest Ohio 
lands. 

In 1820, Riley purchased land on the St. 
Marys River, and in January 1821 moved his 
family there and built a two story log home. In 
1822, Captain Riley laid out the original town 
plat of Willshire, Ohio; this plat is recorded in 
Darke County, Ohio Courthouse because Mercer 
County was not separated from Darke County 
until 1824. 

October 1823 Riley was elected as State 
Representative from Northwest Ohio to the 
Ohio State Legislature. In December 1823 Riley 
corresponded with Governor DeWitt Clinton of 
New York, about implementing a canal system 
in Ohio. Riley returned to New England in 1826 
and returned to the sea in the 1830's. In the 
1970's, his ship log and correspondence were 
found in an attic of a Rhode Island home; 
Parker Snyder (whose Mother was a Riley) 
purchased these records and placed them in the 
Museum. In the autumn of 1839, Captain Riley 
visited William Willshire at Mogadore for the 
last time. March 13, 1840, Captain Riley passed 
away and was buried at sea, North of Puerto 
Rico. 

In 1834, Captain James Riley's son James 
Watson Riley, with three others, platted Celina. 
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James Riley named Celina, after Salina, New 
York, (which stood at the head of a lake), but 
changed the spelling due to Post Office mailing 
addresses. James Riley was elected to Ohio 
Legislature in 1843. 

In 1896, Calvin Riley, James Watson Riley's 
son, built the home which houses the Museum 
today. Calvin E. Riley was President of Com
mercial Bank Oater Citizens Commercial 
Bank) at the turn of the century. 

James Zura Riley, son of Calvin, and his 
family lived at the Riley home next. Zura is 
known locally, for joining others and participat
ing in the great 1898 to 1900 Gold Rush in 
Alaska. A copy of his diary is on exhibit at the 
Mercer County Museum. 

Roscoe Riley, a descendent of the Captain, 
founded the Mercer County Historical Society 
and Museum with two other gentlemen, in 1958. 
Roscoe was the son of Ashley Riley, brother to 
James Zura Riley. Zura's daughter Lena Riley 
was the last to live at the Riley Home, 130 East 
Market. Her Cousin, David Riley, Roscoe's son, 
coordinated the transition of ownership of this 
building to the Mercer County Commissioners, 
in 1975. In 1975, the Historical Society moved 
the exhibits of the Museum to the Riley Home. 

An exhibit telling the story of the Riley 
Home Heritage is on display at the Mercer 
County Historical Museum, the Riley Home. 

Captain James Riley James Watson Riley 

Calvin Riley James Zura Riley 

Lena Riley Roscoe Riley 



MERCER COUNTY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY, INC. 

1958 - January 28, 1958, the First Meeting 
of the Mercer County Historical Society Inc. 
was held. Persons instrumental in founding the 
Society were Roscoe D. Riley, President; Carle
ton C. Reiser, Vice President; and Carroll 
Stubbs, Secretary/freasurer. 

1959 - The Society leased the second floor 
of the Richardson Building at Fayette and 
Main, for the Museum, and employed Bronsart 
Gilberg as Curator. The Museum was funded 
via the Mercer County Commissioners and pri
vate donations. The Museum opened September 
9, 1959. 

1960's -The Mercer County Historical Soci
ety held annual meetings. 

1971 - Lee Kuhn, John Suhr, and Ralph 
Schindler were elected officers. Vera Speicher 
contacted volunteers to open the Museum on 
Sunday afternoons. The Society sold reprints of 
the 1896 HISTORY OF VAN WERT AND 
MERCER COUNTIES, OHIO. 

1971-1993 - Vera Speicher served as Mem
bership Chairperson. 

1973 - President Joyce Alig initiated host
ing quarterly meetings, and as Museum Direc
tor initiated preservation of exhibits at the 
Museum, with Vera Speicher and her daughter 
Carolyn. 

1973-1980 - The Mercer County Commis
sioners requested that the Historical Society 
make a complete list of Mercer County 
Cemeteries and then list the names on the 
monuments. Ray Eblen and Bernard Gebhart 
listed the cemeteries and their sites; Members 
made lists of names on monuments. Two thick 
notebooks of this original work are at the 
Museum, except for the few which were stolen, 
e.g. Mead Cemetery Record. 

1975 - President Joyce Alig initiated 
monthly meetings due to the increased level of 
interest in the Historical Society. 

1975 - The Historical Society was given 
notice to move the Museum. 

1975 - David Riley made it possible for the 
Mercer County Commissioners to purchase the 
Lena Riley Home for the Museum. 

1975 - The summer of 1975, Joyce Alig, 
Ray Eblen, Vera Speicher, Donald Muhlen
kamp, and a few volunteers moved the Museum 
to the Riley Home; this was a big task for a 
few. 

1976 - The winter of 1975/1976 Director 
Joyce Alig catalogued the exhibits and pre
pared the Museum to open in April 1976. 

1976-1993 - Bernice Baker and Deloris Imel 
were employed as professional cleaning person
nel. 

1976-1993 - The Historical Society hosted 
many special exhibits over the years. The two 
exhibits which have continued in popularity are 
the Indian Artifact Exhibit, the last Sunday of 
June, hosted by the Mercer County Indian Relic 
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Collectors; and the Antique Tractor Exhibit, 
hosted by the Old Fashioned Farmers, during 
the July Celina Lake Festival. 

1973-1978 - Joyce Alig gathered histories of 
communities, businesses, churches, schools, 
and initiated the 1978 MERCER COUNTY HIS
TORY BOOK, the first county history book to be 
printed since 1907, and the one before that was 
1882. 

1978-1980 - The Historical Society worked 
on the 1978 MERCER COUNTY HISTORY 
BOOK, gathering over a thousand family his
tories, in addition to the historical articles. 

1980 - 2500 copies of the 1978 MERCER 
COUNTY HISTORY BOOK were sold. Two or 
three times that number have used the book for 
historical and/or genealogical research, as well 
as those who used the book as resource mate
rial for their own publications. Most people 
thanked the Historical Society; however, 
plagiarism exists. 

1980-1993 - The Board of Directors encour
aged the Director to apply for grant funds via 
the Ohio Humanities Council, the Joint Prog
ram of the Arts and Humanities, the Ohio 
Museums Association, and the Ohio Bicenten
nial Commission. These grant funds provided 
the scholarly programs for the public lecture 
series, each year. 

1980-1993 - Raymond Feltz and Louise Hile
man served as weekly volunteers at the 
Museum. 

1958-1993 - The Combined Drives of the 
county have contributed funds to the Society to 
administer the Museum. The County Commis
sioners have contributed funds for administra
tion and maintenance, e.g. a new roof, insula
tion, wiring, window repair, siding, and grounds 
care. Township Trustees, City and Village 
Councils also contributed funds which were 
used for porch repair, new siding, and other re
pairs. Private individuals contributed funds for 
a new lawn, new shrubbery, new drapery, new 
wallpaper, new linoleum, new carpet, and other 
repairs. 

1958-1993 - Private individuals contributed 
books, files, and donations for the Mercer 
County History and Genealogy Archival Collec
tion. 

1978-1993 - Businesses, civic organizations, 
county, township, and community governments 
and private individuals have contributed to the 
local history books printed to preserve Mercer 
County's heritage. 

1984 - CELINA SESQUICENTENNIAL 
BOOK, 1834-1984, was printed. 

1987 - ST. HENRY SESQUICENTENNIAL 
BOOK, 1837-1987, was printed. 

1988 - COLDWATER AT 150 BOOK, 1838-
1988, was printed. 

1989 - NATIVE AMERICANS AND 
EARLY SETTLERS, 1780's to 1980's, was 
printed. 



1992 - Mercer County German Heritage 
and Genealogy Commission was founded via the 
Historical Society. This organization is received 
well by the public. 

1990-1993 - THOSE MAGNIFICENT BIG 
BARNS IN MERCER COUNTY OF WESTERN 
OHIO book was printed. 

1994 - The Mercer County Historical Soci
ety Executive Board of Directors, and its Mem
bers will be making plans for the second half of 
the last decade of this Twentieth Century, in an 
effort to preserve Mercer County's rich herit
age. The public is encouraged to join the 
Mercer County Historical Society Membership 
and be a part of this cultural organization. 

2000 - Will you be a part of the preserva
tion effort of the Mercer County Historical Soci
ety, and be a part of the Membership? You are 
welcome, and you are invited. 

Administration by the Mercer County His
torical Society consists of an Executive Board 
of Directors, with five directors and four offi
cers. The Executive Board employes the 
Museum Director and the cleaning staff. The 
Museum Director oversees the Museum-opera
tions, public programs, grantsmanship, and 
public relations. Volunteers assist in a variety 
of activities with the various programs. 

* * * 

RECOGNITION & HONORS 
* Over 5000 guests and tour groups tour the 

Museum annually 
* The 1978 MERCER COUNTY HISTORY 

BOOK received the award of "Most Outstand
ing County History Book in the State of Ohio" 
in 1980 by the Ohio Association of State and 
Local Historical Societies. 

* Recognized by the Ohio Humanities Council 
for outstanding scholarly public programs in 
history. 

* Recipient of over 30 grants from the Ohio 
Humanities Council, the Joint Program in the 
Arts and Humanities, the U.S. Bicentennial 
Program, and The U.S. Constitution Pro
gram. 

* Honored by having the Director appointed by 
the Governor of Ohio to the State Board of 
Trustees to the Ohio Historical Society, and 
elected to the State Board of Trustees to the 
Ohio Academy of History, the Ohio Associa
tion of Historical Societies and Museums, the 
Ohio Museums Association; and County Rep
resentative to OHIOANA. 

* Recipient of numerous local honors, and rec
ognition for local accomplishments in local 
history. 

* Serves as Service Organization Coordinator 
to the Celina Combined Services Appeal. 

1993 EXECUTIVE BOARD OF DIRECTORS * MERCER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 
OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 
Joyce L. Alig 
Saint Henry 

Mercer County 
Museum Director 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Philip Naumann 

Coldwater 
Engineering Test 
Lab Supervisor; 
White New Idea 
Farm Equipment 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Raymond Feltz 
Cassella 

Toolmaker, 
Inventor, 

Artist 

David K. Riley 
Celina 

Vice President 
Citizens Commercial 

Bank & Trust 

Frank Snyder 
Celina 

Associate Publisher 
Standard Printing Co. 
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SECRETARY 
Marjorie Pierstorff 
Hopewell Township 
Museum Volunteer 

Homemaker 

Bradley C. Bubp, AIA 
Fort Recovery 

Project Architect 
Fanning/Howey 
Associates, Inc. 

TREASURER 
Vera Speicher 

Celina 
Museum Volunteer 

Homemaker 

Donald Muhlenkamp 
Coldwater 

Custodial Maintenance 
Coldwater Schools 



THE MERCER COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 

FOUNDATION FUND 

The Mercer County Historical Society Foun
dation Fund was founded by providing an en
dowment to assure a stable future source of 
funds as various public budget concerns make 
future public sources less certain. Only the in
terest earnings from the Foundation Fund are 
to be used by the Historical Society, assuring a 
continued future source of income for the Soci
ety's operation of the Museum. The Foundation 
Fund is managed by the Mercer County Civic 
Foundation. Contributions to the Mercer County 
Civic Foundation for this Historical Society 
Foundation Fund qualify for the maximum de
ductability for income, gift and estate tax pur
poses. The Mercer County Civic Foundation 
also provides for separate independent manage
ment and investment of Donation Fund assets. 
Contributions to the Historical Society Founda
tion Fund may be made in current gifts of cash, 
property, corporate matching gifts, and se
curities; planned gifts may be made by life in
surance, bequests, pooled income funds, chari
table trusts, and memorials. 

Dr. Charles Cole, Jr., Member of the Ohio 
Northwest Ordinance and United States Con
stitution Bicentennial Commission, and Execu
tive Director of the Ohio Humanities Council, 
presents Joyce L. Alig, Chairperson of the 
Mercer County Bicentennial Commission, and 
Director of The Mercer County Historical 
Museum, with the Certificate of Recognition, in 
appreciation for the local society's "distin
guished service in the interest of commemorat
ing the 200th anniversary of the Northwest Or
dinance and United States Constitution." 
October 16, 1989. 
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WHY THE MERCER COUNTY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 

IS WORTHY OF YOUR SUPPORT 

* The Historical Society works to preserve the 
heritage of Mercer Countians, which includes 
the work ethic, and the principles of hard 
work, honesty, education, and religion. 

* The Historical Society works to preserve 
exhibits at the Mercer County Historical 
Museum which illustrate this heritage of hard 
work, honesty, education and religion. 

* The Historical Society provides educational 
programs and books and tours that reach into 
every community in the county. 

* The Historical Society programs strengthen 
communities by fostering mutual respect 
among community groups and self-respect 
within communities, for their heritages, past 
and present. 

* The Historical Society programs supplement, 
strengthen, and extend local resources and 
talent by providing public programs for and 
promoting partnerships among libraries, 
museums, universities, schools, historical 
societies, and civic organizations. 

* The Historical Society programs spark liter
acy, learning, and the lifelong growth of indi
viduals. 

* The Historical Society programs affirm the 
importance of values in our lives, and in
crease our understanding of the many cul
tures in Mercer County, and in Ohio. 

* The Historical Society programs promote 
public discourse, enrich citizen participation 
in public affairs and thereby strengthen 
democracy. 

* The Historical Society programs bring to the 
public, the stories about outstanding ac
complishments of Mercer Countians, many of 
whom have quietly passed on, without the 
recognition which they richly deserve. The 
Historical Society encourages the young to 
recognize that necessity is often the mother 
of invention, and that they should greet the 
future with a quest to learn and to create and 
to meet the needs of the future, as our 
forefathers have done in the past. 



PASSPORT TO HISTORY TOUR 

Mercer County Historical Museum 
ARCHIVAL COLLECTIONS 

"No matter how far you travel in history, 
you are in for a great trip with the Mercer 
County Historical Museum Archival Collec
tions." 

* Mercer County History 
* Mercer County's prehistoric sites 
* Mercer County's prehistoric peoples and 

their artifacts 
* Native Americans, e.g. Miami Tribe 
* Fur Traders, e.g. Anthony Shane 
* Northwest Territory 
* Indian Wars of the 1790's; Fort Adams & Fort 

Recovery 
* Captain James Riley's survey of Northwest 

Ohio & Fort Wayne, Indiana 
* Miami and Erie Canal & Grand Lake St. 

Marys Reservoir 
* Agricultural heritage & antique tools 
* Architectural heritage of homes, businesses, 

churches, barns, outbuildings & schools 
* Church & religious heritage, cemetery re

cords 
* School history 
* Black heritage: Carthagena; Emlen Insti-

tute; Randolph Freedmen 
* Community histories 
* Business & civic organization histories 
* Mercer County railroads & electric traction 

line 
* Military heritage, in reference to Mercer 

Countians 
* Family heritage & genealogy 
* German heritage & Genealogy Commission 
* Over 10,000 index cards with names for 

Genealogy Research 
* Rural Preservation Commission 
* European Imprint on Mercer Countians' cul

tures 
* Media in Mercer County; microfilm informa-

tion 
* Mercer County health care practices 
* Maps and Atlases of Mercer County 
* Artifact information/antique identification 
* Period furniture & costume. 
* Nearby County Community history books 
* J. Zura Riley's Klondike Gold Rush, 1898 to 

1900 Group 
* Photograph files on above topics 
* Children's toys and games 
* Mercer County's old Directories 
* Help with research for Term Papers, Theses 

& Dissertations 
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Ted Ryan, WHIO Travel Director, interviewing 
Director Joyce Alig and Treasurer Vera 
Speicher, about the Mercer County Historical 
Museum in Celina, for WHIO, Channel 7 Televi
sion, Dayton, Ohio. 

PASSPORT TO HISTORY BOOKS 
MERCER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

INC. 
*1978 MERCER COUNTY HISTORY 
*1984 CELINA SESQUICENTENNIAL 
*1987 ST. HENRY SESQUICENTENNIAL 
*1988 COLDWATER AT 150 
*1989 NATIVE AMERICANS & EARLY 

SETTLERS, 1780's to 1980's 
*1990 to 1993 THOSE MAGNIFICENT BIG 

BARNS IN MERCER COUNTY OF WESTERN 
OHIO 

Chief Floyd Leonard, Miami Tribe, presents 
Joyce L. Alig, Director of the Mercer County 
Historical Museum, with "The Great Seal of the 
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma" October 16, 1989. 



"PASSPORT TO HISTORY TOUR" 

Take a Victorian Tour of the Mercer County 
Historical Museum, the Riley Home. 

1. Stop outside the Mercer County Historical 
Museum, the Riley Home, and enjoy the ar
chitectural elegance of this Queen Anne Home. 
The Victorian tower to the right houses the two 
octagonal rooms. The Victorian round windows 
to the left, are actually windows with rounded 
glass, upstairs and down. Inside, inspect these 
extravagant examples of glassmaker's art, and 
carpenter's craftsmanship. 

2. Check the bell from the Old Courthouse, 
and the historic plaques. 

3. As you walk up the steps to the porch, see 
the stained glass window to your left. Re
member, when you are inside, see it again as 
the sunlight shines through with rainbow 
radiance. 

4. Observe the old oak door, with the sun
burst pattern in oak. Step softly on the parquet 
patterned oak floor just inside. Be certain to 
look behind the inside door, at its beautifully de
signed brass hinges, a touch of class. 

5. Turn to your right; this is not a display of 
the dinosaurs which lived on earth millions of 
years ago. But it is a piece from Cranberry 
Prairie, with the 9000 year old elk antlers and 
bones on display, and a 10,000 year old Mercer 
County mastadon mandible. Early pre-historic 
man left his (and her) artifacts of stone, flint, 
and slate. (If this is your interest, be sure to at
tend the annual Indian Relic Exhibit the last 
Sunday of June!) 
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6. Enter the 19th Century in the vestibule. 
Calvin Riley built this house in 1896. He de
signed this entry to resemble the Captain's 
Quarters on his ship, that is, Calvin Riley's 
Grandfather Captain James Riley's ships in the 
early 1800's. 

7. Follow the Riley heritage to your left. 
Step into the Living Room and read about Cap
tain James Riley's shipping career, his 1815 
shipwreck, and subsequent trials and final re
turn to America. Note the book NARRATIVE 
OF THE LOSS OF THE BRIG COMMERCE. 
See the Compass Captain Riley and his son 
James Watson Riley used in surveying North
west Ohio, and Fort Wayne, Indiana. Note how 
James Watson Riley and others platted Celina 
in 1834. Another son William Willshire Riley 
wrote SEQUEL TO THE NARRATIVE, telling 
about the platting of Willshire, and their living 
there and establishing the mill. James Watson's 
son Calvin built this home. Calvin Riley's son 
James Zura Riley had an exciting adventure on 
his Alaskan Klondike Gold Rush, 1898 to 1900. 
James Zura's daughter Lena lived a quiet life in 
this elegant home, which, after her death, be
came the Mercer County Historical Museum, 
the Riley Home. Read about Lena's Uncle 
Robert Riley and the Riley Drug Store. 

8. Relax in the Living Room and peer 
through a stereoptican; listen to the parlor 
organ and smile at the other old musical instru
ments, like the graphophones and harmonicas. 
Stop at the old Court House time clock. Look at 
the quaint kerosene lamps. Admire the 
Mersman Tables. 



9. Walk with care over the antique carpets 
and enter the lovely dining room, with the rich 
Civil War era China Cabinet, and an old built in 
oak china cabinet, while memories of the Sun
day afternoon family dinner wander through 
your mind. 

10. Keep in mind Grandma's kitchen and re
call the taste of butter from the butter churn; 
apple butter, apple peelers and copper kettles; 
sad irons, hot stoves, and linens. 

11. Be careful when you descend the narrow 
basement steps. Pass by the blacksmith and 
farrier displays ; cross into the carpenters' 
room. See the ice saw used on the winter lake. 
Wonder at the wooden flails and grain cradles 
resting from the autumn harvest. Remember to 
visit the annual Antique Tractor Exhibit during 
Celina's July Lake Festival. See Mark 
Speicher's motorcycle. 

12. Return to the front oak stairs and see 
the sunlight highlight the stained glass window 
on the landing. The second floor has old office 
equipment for the business person. 

13. The Octagon Room in the Tower holds 
the old school exhibit; McGuffy Readers, tin 
lunch pails, slates, pump organ, one room 
schoolhouse photographs, textbooks in German, 
sports equipment, and children's toys including 
hobby horses, dolls, buggies, cradles, etc. A 
new addition is Huffy's 25th Anniversary Bicy
cle. 
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14. Across the hall, the Master Bedroom has 
exquisite quilts, spinning wheels for flax and 
wool, steamer trunks, and needlework, cos
tumes and accessories, and sewing machines. 

15. March into the military room and meet 
muskets, powder horns, shot, rosters of sol
diers, discharge papers, scrapbooks of World 
War II military, and photographs which speak 
silently of times past. Accoutrements accent the 
exhibit. 

16. Stop by Val Fortman's General Store 
and be greeted by coffee grinders, crocks, cigar 
cutters, spice cabinets, glass candy jars, the 
NCR Cash Register, and a drawer of customers' 
receipts. For the scientific person, study the 
raw glass from the Celina Glass Factory, from 
which the canning jars and bottles were made. 

17. Marvel at the medical instruments, and 
the great strides made in education since the 
Country Doctor. Remember the pain in the old 
dentist's chair. Imagine a silent shave and a 
haircut in the old barber's chair. 

18. Like to go camping in Victorian Times? 
Take a look at the portable bath tub, with water 
heater, for the great outdoors. 

19. Return to the Dining Room. Read about 
every aspect of Mercer County's heritage in the 
most complete Archival Collection on Mercer 
County History and Genealogy in the State of 
Ohio. Ask the Director for help in research; she 
has been there for 21 years and organized the 
Archives. If it is there, she will show you. 

20. Savor your memories. Support your 
Mercer County Historical Museum. Bring your 
family and friends. Join the Historical Society. 
Join the German Heritage and Genealogy Com
mission. Come back soon. 

Marion School Tour; Anne McDaniel, Teacher. 
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INTRODUCTION 

A book about barns? What could anyone 
write about barns! A barn is a barn! 

A premier edition, THOSE MAGNIFICENT 
BIG BARNS IN MERCER COUNTY OF WEST
ERN OHIO is the first book and the only book, 
giving tribute not only to Mercer County's mag
nificent big barns,. but _also t~ ~ercer _County'.s 
farm families, their skill, the1r mgenmty, their 
hard work, and their love of the land. 

They will never build these bi~ old barns 
again. The old barns ~re not practical for the 
big tractors and combmes which cannot enter 
barns without doors being enlarged and beams 
removed. The big round hay bales are no longer 
"tossed on the elevator to be sent to the mow." 
Methods of animal care have been modernized. 
Maintenance of the big old barns has become 
cost prohibitive. The barns no longer pay for 
themselves. There was a day, when a farmer 
would look at the log house and log barn, and 
decide to build a "new modern barn" and tell 
his wife that the barn would come before the 
house because a barn built many a house but no 
house ever built a barn. 

Barns in Mercer County, Ohio have evolved 
from the early log barns to the big barns and 
now to the pole barns of the 1990's. Barns hav~ 
evolved under the influences of three condi
tions: (1) building materials available in this 
environment; (2) economy of this area; and (3) 
needs of the farmer. 

Mercer County's first barns were built from 
the abundance of trees available in the natural 
forests. The logs were placed on stone pillars, 
so that the bottom logs of the foundation of the 
barns would not rot. These barns were large 
enough to house animals and to store grain for 
the family for a season. Farmers had to be self 
sufficient and travel great distances to ta~e 
their products to market, and/or to have their 
grain ground at the mill. Some farmers went 
southeast to the mill at Piqua; others went 
north to the Riley mill at Willshire. 

From the 1830's to the 1870's, the Miami and 
Erie Canal provided a quicker and cheaper 
route to the market for the farmer, as well as 
providing a quick route t? the interior of t:1orth
west Ohio's farmland which went on sale m th~ 
1820's from the U.S. Government, for European 
immigrants. Inventions, such as John Deere's 
steel plow, Cyrus McCormick's reaper, the 
steam engine for threshi~g ma~hines, et~., trac
tors and a multitude of mvenbons provided the 
far~er with means to increase the acres of land 
he farmed and the size of herds of animals he 
raised. 
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The coming of the railroads in the 1880's 
provided a cheaper and quicker route to the 
markets, than did the canal system, and the 
farmers prospered again. With the improve
ment of the economy due to the railroads, came 
more farm improvements. Several of the big 
old barns built in the 1860's and 1870's are still 
standing. Many of the big old barns were built 
in the 1880's and 1890's and they are celebrating 
their centennial years, still standing straight 
and true. 

The big old barns and their style of ar
chitecture continued through the 1950's. Many 
of the barns built in the 1950's had the big 
rounded roofs, sometimes called rainbow or 
gothic roofs; these roofs allowed for more stor
age space in the hay mow. 

Barn architecture continued to evolve and 
changes came with improvE:ments .. Farmers 
erected silos. The hay bales' size was mcreased 
to the big round bales which were either put on 
the barn floor, or left in the field. The big hay 
mows were no longer needed. Farmers began 
building the pole barns and discontinued build
ing the big old barns. (Many farmers remod
eled their big old barns, to fit their needs. But, 
when they needed a new building, they built the 
pole barns.) Most Mercer County barns are 
used for dairy, hogs, or poultry, except for the 
ones standing empty or being used for storage. 

Barn architecture will continue to evolve, 
with the style of the building dependent upon 
the building materials available; the economy 
of the area· and the needs of the farmer. 
Perhaps, the
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next generation will be writi?g a 
book aboout the 'history of the polebarns for 
their children. 

Thus, to preserve the heritage and the in
tegrity of these magnifi~ent big old barn_s, is the 
reason this book was written. The day will come 
when there are few of these architectural 
strongholds, the barns, left on _the rur~l land
scape. Perhaps, this book will remmd our 
grandchildren and their grandchildren that our 
ancestors took their ingenuity and their skill 
and applied hard work, and built their barns 
and then maintained their barns for the love of 
their land, their home place. Each farmer 
placed his mark of individuality on his barn, be
cause no two barns are alike in Mercer County, 
Ohio. 

In studying the evolut~on o! the bi~ old 
barns in Mercer County, Ohio, this book will be 
a landmark in Mercer County's history books. 
This book will be a keepsake for generations to 
come. May this book contribute to the appreci
ation of our rural heritage in Mercer County, 
Ohio. 
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Figley is Clerk. 

** The map was printed by permission of Spectrum Map Publishing, Inc., 909 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202. 
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The oldest barn frame in Mercer County 
has been documented as being the barn frame 
for Clarence Hamrick's barn, 12921 State Route 
49, just south of Willshire. The history behind 
this barn frame dates back to the man who sur
veyed Northwestern Ohio, and who platted Will
shire, Captain James Riley from Upper Houses, 
Cromwell, Connecticut. In the spring of 1821 
Captain James Riley and his family built a two 
story log home, about sixty feet long, on the 
east bank of the St. Marys River, in Willshire. 
Captain Riley spent the winter of 1821-1822 get
ting logs ready for his saw and grist mill. In the 
spring of 1822, invitations were sent out to Fort 
Wayne, Indiana; Fort Recovery, St. Marys, and 
Piqua. About one hundred men traveled to Will
shire, for the occasion of raising the frame of 
this mill, the first frame building ever erected 
north of Dayton. Captain Riley was later 
elected to the Ohio Legislature for 1823-1824. 
Due to illness, and poor health dating to his 
days of shipwreck and trials during 1815/1816, 
the Captain returned to his family's care on the 
east coast, in 1825. Meanwhile, in Willshire, the 
original mill was sold to David Major who suc
cessfully operated the mill for several years. 
Later, the original mill was torn down, and the 
frame was used for the barn, on the Clarence 
Hamrick farm, about a mile south of Willshire. 
(This story was taken from the History of Will
shire.) Clarence Hamrick's barn, therefore, has 
the oldest barn frame in Mercer County, Ohio. 
On the outside of the barn, the rain water from 
the barn is piped into a huge cistern (see photo
graph of the pump and millstone). Mr. and Mrs. 
Clarence Hamrick live in a historic home of 
brick veneer, built in 1906; interior woodwork 
includes carved quarter cut oak, and parquet 
floors of oak, with cherry and walnut for the de
sign border. Clarence is the son of Samuel 
Hamrick 
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This interior view of the Clarence Hamrick 
barn is of the north end. The vertical post, and 
cross beams, show the marks of the ax blades, 
and are wooden pinned. One can also see that at 
one point, probably when the new barn was 
being built with the old frame, the vertical post 
was cut, and an additional horizontal beam was 
added; the circular saw marks are evident on 
this cross beam. 

This interior view of the Clarence Hamrick 
barn is of the northeast corner. On the side of 
the vertical post, one can see the mortise or 
opening, where at one time, probably at the old 
mill site, there was a cross which fit into this 
post. There is another mortise at the same 
height on the post which supports the ladder. 
Some of the logs supporting the mow, still have 
their bark. The big wood pulley, which ran the 
old Riley mill, is a good four feet in diameter, 
and is stored in this barn loft. 



This interior view of the Hamrick barn is of 
the center. The hand hewn beams show their 
blade marks. Note that the upper cross beam 
has seven mortises, or openings, for posts that 
are no longer there. Either, at the old mill, 
there were posts fit into this cross beam, or, at 
the old mill, this cross beam was used at 
another position in the mill frame. Note also the 
purlin support posts, are placed just to the out
side of where the vertical posts fit beneath this 
cross beam. The rope is still attached to the pul
ley, for the old hay track at the roof ridge. 

This is another interior view of the old mill 
frame, dating from 1822, which is used for the 
frame of the Hamrick barn. 
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This is an interior view of the frame of a 
side wall in the Hamrick barn. Note the Y sup
port from the center post to the corner posts. 
The center post appears to have mortises or 
openings, where there probably were beams 
which fit it, in the old mill. Note also, the 
number and spacing of the horizontal cross 
beam supports. 

This is an interior view of another end wall 
in the Hamrick barn. Contrast the framing of 
this end wall, with the side wall in the previous 
photograph. The two vertical posts, have two 
main cross beams, with lesser cross beams. 
The purlin support posts are slightly inclined or 
slanted to the outside. There is a support in the 
shape of a trapezoid on the upper story of this 
end wall. A ladder leads to the gable peak. In 
consideration of all the major posts and beams, 
all hand hewn in 1821/1822 by Captain James 
Riley, a considerable amount of respect is due 
this man, and all the pioneers of this land, 
which put their labor, their heart and soul, into 
building a country for their families then, and 
for generations to come. 



The editor stopped outside Clarence Ham
rick's barn, when she saw this old mill stone 
resting next to the old pump. She asked Clar~ 
ence Hamrick if this could possibly be an old 
mill stone from Captain Riley's 1822 mill· Clar
ence replied that he did not know. Pe~haps 
SO!fleo~e will read this, and know the story of 
this millstone, and call the Mercer County His
torical Museum in Celina, and share the story. 
This millstone is one example of the multitude 
of clues to good stories in history for Mercer 
~ounty's heritage. Mercer County's true history 
1s always a thousand times better than fiction 
a!1y day. T~e pump stands on the top of a huge 
cistern; ram water from the barn was piped to 
this cistern. This is a big cistern because the 
original owner Jeff Moser ran a steam engine; 
he had three steam engines. He hired people to 
run the engines and the threshing machines, in 
this farming community. He invented and 
patented an automatic blowing system on the 
threshing machine to control building the straw 
stack. 
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To contrast the old, with the older, the at
tractive 1941 B Allis Chalmers stands proudly in 
the corner of the Clarence Hamrick barn, while 
a buggy ( with convertible top and window in 
back) which belonged to a doctor in Green
springs, Ohio, rests on the upper level. 

ANOTHER BARN BUILDER 

This editor received the following letter 
from Mrs. Edith E. Adams, 2786 Willshire Ohio 
City Road, Willshire, dated October 26, 1992: "I 
am the 87 year old daughter of the late James 
Elmer Snyder of Blackcreek Township who 
built many barns in the area of Blackcreek 
Township, Chattanooga area, Willshire area 
and some in Eastern Indiana. Many of the~ 
have been destroyed by fire, wind, or lightning. 
I love barns, so will look forward to receiving 
this book." 

A WILLSHIRE HISTORIAN 

A local historian, Sondra Samples, 2290 
Purdy Road, Rockford, took an interest in this 
project and photographed many local barns for 
this area. Her credit is given under her photo
graphs. She also works to gather history of Will
shire, which was founded by Captain James 
Riley. Willshire is located on State Route 49, 
just across the Mercer County line, in Van Wert 
County. The Mercer County Historical Museum, 
which is located in the Riley Home, 130 East 
Market, Box 512, Celina, Ohio 45822, works to 
gather history of Captain James Riley. Captain 
Riley's son James Watson Riley platted Celina; 
his son Calvin Riley built the home which 
houses the Museum, in 1896. 



In looking at this barn, it appears to be 
twice as long as one would expect. David M. 
Sipe, 11151 Stetler Road, Willshire, writes about 
his barn: "The front half of the barn was moved 
from across the road by John H. Sipe and his 
sons. They then built from the side doors, back 
around 1900, as told by my Grandfather Jesse 
Sipe, son of John Sipe. The front half of the barn 
has hand hewn timber and tree limbs for raf
ters." The barn was used for livestock and hay 
storage; today, it is used for storage. White 
arches trim the double doors as well as the sta
ble doors in the end. Note the form the white 
arches have taken in the gable end. Five light
ning rods grace the roof ridge. 

This farm has been in the Byer Family for 
over a hundred years; Franklin Byer, father of 
Odus Byer. Odus's daughter Martha (Byer) 
Koontz owns the hundred acres of land and 
Martha's Granddaughter Ellen (Ray) Brickley 
owns the buildings. In 1910, this gambrel roofed 
barn was built for Odus and Cloyd Byer, for 
livestock and hay mow, on St. Rt. 49. Today, 
this barn is used for storage. This barn is one of 
the few barns in northern Mercer County which 
have the side gable dormer over the double 
doors. (This feature can also be seen on nearby 
Van Wert County barns.) (Sondra Samples 
photograph) 
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'iAT.TOALt 
FARMS 

Mrs. Vernon (Donna) Caffee's barn, 10780 
State Route 49, Willshire, Ohio 45898, was built 
in the early 1900's. They purchased this farm in 
1943, and converted the barn into a dairy barn, 
with stanchions in the east end. This barn was 
then taken down in 1972, after they had disposed 
of the cattle, in order to make room for a large 
pole building, used as a shop and machinery 
storage. This gable roofed barn had a triangu
lar hay hood at one end. The doors are outlined 
with arches. VERNON CAFFEE is lettered 
above the barn doors; CHATTDALE FARMS is 
lettered across the silo. 

Mrs. Vernon (Donna) Caffee's barn on 
State Route 49, was built in 1959 by Hoge 
Lumber Company, New Knoxville. The barn 
was used for grain and machinery. Today, the 
barn is used for grain and wagon storage. The 
entry to this barn is in the end wall. The round 
roof, sometimes called a gothic or rainbow roof, 
has a slight rise at the eaves, known as a 'ski 
jump.' 



Thomas E. Brandt's barn, 12521 State Route 
49 S., Willshire, Ohio 45898, was built in 1885. 
Sliding doors are at the four entries to the side 
of this very long barn. Seven lightning rods are 
across the ridge of the roof; not many barns 
have seven lightning rods for protection. This 
big barn has been used for livestock, dairy, 
horses, hay and grain. 

Phyllis Kessler's barn, 11980 State Route 49, 
Willshire, is well over a hundred years old. The 
weathered siding has been given a soft patina 
by nature's palette. Louvered vents provide 
ventilation. The track for the sliding doors is 
protected by the overhang of the vertical 
boards. What is unusual about this barn, is the 
small shed roof, for protection over the stable 
door next to the double doors. It is rare to find 
such a roof in Mercer County; only a few exist. 
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This is another of less than half a dozen 
barns, which have the small shed roof over a 
single door; this door happens to be a double 
door, with the top half open, with a Z brace. 
Another barn with this rare shed roof over a 
single door is located at the southwest corner of 
St. Rt. 49 and McGough Roads where Phyllis 
Kessler lived; the other barn with the shed roof 
over the single door is located on State Route 
707, half mile west of Township Line and a half 
mile east of Erastus Durbin Road. This particu
lar barn has a pair of green double doors, with 
rust colored arches at the top. This is a beauti
ful weathered old barn. 

J. Alvin and Helen Buchanan's barn, 11319 
State Route 49, Willshire, was built in 1942. The 
barn was used for livestock, and now used for 
storage. The pink tricycle and two bicycles re
minds us that children are about. By the time 
they grow up, they will probably not have the 
opportunity to stack bales of hay in the big hay 
mow, with the round roof, sometimes called a 
rainbow or gothic roof. Farming has changed. 
Five lightning rods protect this barn. The track 
for the sliding doors is protected by the vertical 
boards. 



A Piper built this barn in the late 1800's or 
early 1900's. Mr. and Mrs. William Okeley 
bought the place from Piper; they sold the 
place to their daughter Fern and her husband 
Ralph Alt, in 1921. This aerial view of the farm, 
not only shows the red barn, its white trim, and 
green gambrel roof, as well as the other build
ings and brick home. The barn has been used 
for livestock and for machinery. The place is lo
cated on State Route 49, just north of Route 707. 
It is owned by Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Alt, 1671 
Schaadt Road, Rockford. 
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Paul Leistner's red barn at 10129 State 
Route 49, Rockford, was built in 1926 by John 
Nash. The barn has been used for cows, horses, 
hay, and machine storage. White arches grace 
the doors, as well as frame the window at the 
peak of the end wall. This type of end wall deco
ration is usually found in northern Mercer 
County, but not in southern Mercer County. An 
unusual feature of this barn is the three pairs of 
windows, each with six panes, across the center 
of the end wall. Two windows are placed lower 
in the wall, at each side. The editor did not see 
another barn with windows like this at this level 
on the end wall of the barn. The gambrel roof 
has four lightning rods across the ridge. A night 
light is mounted on the end wall. 
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This barn stood on Grauberger Road, and 
was owned in 1920 by Clarence and Pearl Hob
let, who are both deceased now. This photo
graph shows the storm damage from the 1920 
tornado. The star within the circle to the right 
of center of the front wall is interesting. 

This is another view of the Clarence and 
Pearl Hoblet farm on Grauberger Road, after 
the 1920 tornado. (Sondra Samples found these 
old photographs, while going through old photo
graphs.) 



This barn was built in 1947 for the Winkler 
Brothers, Lee and Walter. The barn to the right 
in the photograph was built by the Sell Family. 
Harvey Wilson was the owner when in 1919, the 
barn was partially destroyed by a tornado, and 
he rebuilt it. Again in March 1949, it was torn 
apart by a tornado and was rebuilt by the Wink
ler Brothers, Lee and Walter, the owners at that 
time. Today, the barn is owned by Walter Wink
ler, 12148 Grauberger Road, Willshire, Ohio. A 
"topknot" is the name given to the extension 
built on the top of the roof of the center building 
in the photograph. (Sondra Samples Photo
graph) 

J. Mathias Winkler built this barn prior to 
1914 (before World War I). The barn has been 
used for hay and livestock and is now used for 
machinery storage. This gray barn, with the 
white doors and green gable roof, belongs to 
Walter Winkler, 12148 Grauberger Road, Will
shire, Ohio 45898. 
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This barn was built in 1948, after World War 
II. The round roof, without walls, reflects the 
style of the quonset hut first used by the U.S. 
Army in World War II. The barn has been used 
as a dairy barn, and for storage of farm 
machinery. A smaller building with a gable roof 
stands next to this building. Nearby is another 
barn, with a block wall, and round roof, with the 
"ski Jump" eaves. A sliding door gives entry to 
the upper level. This set of buildings belongs to 
Walter Winkler. 

This barn was located on Wabash Road, and 
was in the process of getting a new paint color 
when this photograph was taken. The barn was 
built in 1905 for the Carr family on a farm that 
has been in the family since 1850, and the land 
is currently owned by Dorothy Carr Humbert. 
The gambrel roof was slate. The barn was dis
mantled and moved to the southern part of 
Mercer County in 1980. 



This is the Homer and Leona Baker Carr 
Farm on State Route 707, near the State Line. 
This big barn was built before 1875 for· the 
Henry Baker family. Note the rutted lane, as 
well as the windpump or windmill at the build
ings. Henry Baker's Great, Great Granddaugh
ter Rita Ripley now owns and lives on the 
farmstead site. 

This is the same farm, of Homer and Leona 
Baker Carr Farm, on State Route 707. A later 
barn was built around 1900 by T.W. Baker. Note 
the white barn, with darker arches on the doors, 
as well as in the peak of the end wall. This big 
barn was dismantled by the Amish, and sepa
rated into its three parts, and each part was 
moved to a different farm in 1990; the three 
barns are still in use. 
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This barn on the Lee Winkler Farm on 
Wabash Road was built around the late 1870's, 
as primarily a haybarn with louvered wall ven
tilators and its five vented roof cupolas. It was 
quite large for that time, measuring 110 feet by 
40 feet. It originally had a full plank floor and 
the big doors were hinged and swung out. There 
were several box stalls for horses and overhead 
grain bins. As farming practices changed over 
the barn's long history, it has been updated as 
needed with new siding, cement floor and foun
dation, sliding doors, and a rolled standing 
seam tin roof over the original wood shingles. 
Several years ago it was covered with steel sid
ing and roof to better maintain it for current 
farm use. Martin Winkler homesteaded in 
Blackcreek Township about 1837 and the farm 
has remained in the family since that time. The 
big brick house which was built in the 1880's 
still is in use today, and is considered the 
Homeplace by the entire Winkler family. For 
information on this barn, the person to contact 
would be Lee Winkler's son, Nicholas Winkler, 
795 Winkler Road, Willshire, Ohio. (Sondra 
Sa:rnples Photograph) 

This 1909 photograph was taken of the Wink
ler family in front of the 1870's barn at the Lee 
Winkler farm, 12561 Wabash Road. The five 
cupolas still stand on the roof of the barn today. 



This barn was built in 1937 for James Figley 
by Charlie Gray, a carpenter f:r:om Coldwater. A 
portable sawmill was brought m to saw lumber 
from timber cut from a seven acre woods on the 
farm. Originally built for hay an~ straw, a 
small dairy herd, hogs, and sheep, 1t was later 
used to stable Farmer's show ponies. The barn 
is now used for general farm storage. The barn 
has a gambrel roof, and a smaller pent roof on 
the end. The rafters are exposed beneath the 
eaves of the roof. The barn belongs to LaDoyle 
(Farmer) and Mabel Figley, 11355 Wabash 
Road, Rockford, and has been in the Figley 
family for 120 years. (Sondra Samples Photo
graph). 

A.D. Miller, 1892, in the slate roof, acknowl
edges the owner and the year this barn was 
built at 10041 Burrville Road, Rockford. Three 
of the barn doors are outlined with darker 
arches. A pent roof gives protection at the end 
of the barn. In the past, the barn has been used 
for livestock and hay and straw storage. 
Today, the o~ner is Helen Hasis, 1107 Yorkshire 
Court, Celina. 
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This is the Luther E. Martz farm barn, 
10100 Burrville Road; the barn was built about 
1900 by William Squires, a well k~own barn 
builder. This address, 10100 Burrville Road, 
Rockford would be the address today of Ronald 
E. Martz and Ronald B. Martz. This barn had a 
carbide type lighting system, a very advanced 
(but hazardous) concept of lighting. This wt:ls 
long before electricity was invented or avail
able in the area. Because of the good lighting 
system, a 10 or 12 inch concrete floor and a 
clear area in the center of the barn, young men 
in the area formed basketball teams; there 
were no rules which made for a very rugged 
game. Spectators sat in the hay mow. In the 
early days of this barn, it housed two thorou~h 
bred stallions 16 work horses, 10 to 12 milk 
cows and so~e sheep. The two stallion stalls, 
most' of the draft horse stalls and the cattle 
feeding areas are still intact. The harness room 
is still intact. In 1922 Luther E. Martz installed 
a Delco electrical system. This was a kerosene 
powered internal combustion engine and com
bined generator system. The system consisted 
of 24 glass container storage batteries. The sys
tem was a 12 volt direct current system. Some 
of the electrical fixtures are still in the barn. 
The barn that preceeded this current barn 
burned to the ground. All contents were des
troyed including animals, hay, wheat and <:>ats, 
plus farm machinery. This article was written 
by Ronald E. Martz, 10006 Lynbrook Dr., Hous
ton, TX 77042. 



This view of the Luther E. Martz barn 
shows internal construction and the rope sling 
and car for moving hay. Hay could be hoisted 
by a mechanism of track and car, ropes, pul
leys, hay fork; hay sling. By a team of horses 
the hay could be lifted higher than the hay mow 
floor, locked in place by combination of twine 
ropes and hay car. The load could then be 
traversed horizontally by hay car and track to 
the desired longitudinal location in the mow. In 
most devices of the time, the hay fork load had 
to be hoisted to the car at the cone of the barn, 
traversed to desired position and dumped. 
Dumping in an empty mow meant the hay had 
to drop several feet, (e.g. 30 feet). Whereas 
with the unloading (hoisting) system used in the 
new barn, the load only needed to fall a few 
feet, (e.g. 2 feet). This new design was a very 
desirable system, particularly for the safety of 
the person working in in the haymow. Also, the 
impact of the load of hay hitting the mow floor 
was greatly reduced. The new system was a 
very successful and desired operation. This ar
ticle was written by the owner Ronald E. Martz. 

This is a view of the internal construction of 
the Luther E. Martz barn. The horizontal and 
vertical structure was put in, in the late 1970's; 
they were needed to repair structural damage 
from a major wind storm. The construction was 
unique and advanced concept of construction; 
the structural framework was that there were 
no internal cross beams. This barn also had a 
slate roof. This barn is 94 feet long and 40 feet 
wide. 
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This Belgium Stallion was purchased in Bel
gium about 1910 for $3000. Ernest Binkley, the 
hired hand, is holding the horse. Left to right, 
the Martz children are Ronald B., Donald C., 
Wallace, and Raymond 0. This is in front of the 
Luther E. Martz barn, 10100 Burrville Road, 
Rockford. 

Ernest and Betty Mihm's barn stands at 
12115 Jordan Road, Rockford. This big barn was 
built in 1910 for Silas Jordan, Betty Mihm's 
Grandfather and Dillon Jordan's father. The 
date of settlement for the first member of the 
Jordan family was 1835; they were among the 
first settlers in Blackcreek Township. The farm 
has remained in the Jordan family for well over 
a hundred years. 

This barn features an unusual embossed tin 
roof that gives the appearance of shingles. The 
barn originally sheltered workhorses and other 
farm livestock; now it is used for storage. The 
white barn has a series of entry doors, each out
lined with a green arch, across the front of the 
barn. (Sondra Samples Photograph). 



This drawing is in the 1882 History of Van 
Wert and Mercer County, on page 307. Silas Jor
dan came to Mercer County in 1835. His son 
Charles H. Jordan was born in 1835 and lived on 
the farm until 1862-1865, when he served in the 
99th Ohio Volunteer Infantry. In 1865, he re
turned to the farm and married; they resided at 
this homestead, in Blackcreek Township. Note 
the barn has two square cupolas on the top; the 
barn also has several openings for ventilation. 

Rolland Bollenbacher's barn, 10200 Erastus 
Durbin Road, Rockford, was built in 1902, for 
his Grandfather, Adam Bollenbacher. Andy 
Maurer was the carpenter; he built three barns 
in this area, one of which was Lou Anselman's 
barn on Tama Road. This gable roofed barn has 
red siding, with white trim. Four lightning rods 
are on the roof ridge. The spouting comes to
gether to form a "Y" at the end of the barn 
wall. 
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Dennis Hoffhines' barn is located at 10342 
Erastus Durbin Road, Rockford. The gambrel 
roof has four lightning rods across the roof 
ridge, as well as a gable roofed dormer, cen
tered above the double doors. The track and 
double doors are protected by vertical boards. 
Both the gabled dormer centered above the dou
ble doors, and the vertical boards protecting the 
double doors are architectural features found in 
Norhtern Mercer County and not Southern 
Mercer County. In the past, the barn was used 
as a dairy barn; today it is used for storage. 

Joanne Bash's barn stands at 10694 Erastus 
Durbin Road, Rockford. The gambrel roof is 
graced with five lightning rods. A gable roofed 
addition is to the back of the barn. A pent roof 
serves for protection at the end wall. This barn 
has been used for livestock and storage. 
(Sondra Samples Photograph) 



Orciness Stover, Robert Linn's Grandfather 
built this barn in the late 1800's, on the farm that 
Moses Stover homesteaded in 1844. The land has 
remained in the Stover/Linn family for nearly a 
hundred and fifty years. This barn was taken 
down in 1977, after this photograph was taken 
August 22, 1977. This red barn, with the white 
trim, and gable roof, stood at the farm of Robert 
and Beatrice Linn, 11261 Erastus Durbin Road, 
Rockford. 

This barn was built around 1900, at the Put
mans, Flat Land Farm's Inc., 11549 Township 
Line Road, Rockford. Two ventilators and five 
lightning rods are on the barn roof ridge. The 
barn has been used for animals, milking, hay, 
straw and grain storage, and machine storage. 
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This barn belongs to the Rogers Farms, 
11699 Township Line Road, Rockford. This gam
brel roofed barn has the milk house attached to 
the one side, and a shed roofed extension to the 
other. At the building nearby, the two exten
sions on the top of the roof are known as "top 
knots." (Sondra Samples Photograph) 

This barn was built for Frank Rogers in 
1912. The barn was used for milking cows, stor
ing hay and straw, and hogs and sheep. Today, 
the barn is used for beef cattle. This barn be
longs to the W. Rogers Farms, Rockford West 
Road, Rockford. This barn is one of the very 
few barns in northern Mercer County which 
have the gable roofed dormer centered above 
the double doors. (A few nearby barns in Van 
Wert County also have this feature.) This fea
ture is not found in southern Mercer County. 
(Sondra Samples Photograph) 



Michael Hopf, a cabinet maker, came from 
Germany. He purchased the farm from United 
States of America about 1850. This barn was 
built about 1870, just after the Civil War. This 
photograph was taken about 1953. Michael Riley 
is on the pony; Michael is a great grandson of 
Michael Hopf. (Michael Riley is with the Riley 
Garage in Rockford. His family is from another 
Riley family, and not the Riley family who 
founded Willshire.) This barn stood on the east 
side of the State Line Road, back a long lane; 
this would be south of Winkler Road and north 
of Frank Road. This barn was destroyed in the 
1965 tornado, along with the house, at Rural 
Route #1, Willshire. 

--------

Helen Ross and her husband moved to this 
place in 1937. The barn was standing there on 
Van Wert-Mercer County Line Road, west of 
State Route 49, at that time. The Rose girls had 
owned the place. This barn has a gambrel roof, 
with two pairs of sliding double doors, and a 
shed roofed addition to the right side. 
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Bill and Margaret Gamble's barn stands at 
698 Mercer-Van Wert County Line Road, Will
shire. The barn was built about 1895, which al
most makes the barn a century old. Five lou
vered vents across the front of the barn and 
three across the end, provide ventilation to the 
interior. Additions have been made to the side 
and back of the barn. A series of double sliding 
doors provide entries to this barn. The barn has 
been used for general livestock and for the farm 
over the years. Today, the barn is used for bulk 
fertilizer storage, and machinery storage. The 
wagon wheel leaning against the barn reminds 
one of the days of horses and buggies and wag
ons, preceding the tractors and machinery of 
today. (Sondra Samples Photograph) 

This big barn on Dudgeon Road has the 
weathered look of a working barn. The red barn 
is trimmed with white arches on the double 
doors, as well as four windows across the end 
wall. A gable roofed barn stands at a right 
angle in back of this main barn. The barn is 
used for beef cattle and a farm shop and be
longs to Bill and Margaret Gamble, 698 Mercer
Van Wert County Line Road, Willshire. (Sondra 
Samples Photograph) 



Max Hamrick lives at this farm, 1288 
Mercer Van Wert County Line Road. The owner 
is Clarence Hamrick, 12921 State Route 49, Will
shire, OH 45898; this farm is the center of the 
farm operations for the Hamrick County Line 
Farms. This history of this particular barn goes 
back to a David Carr living here; he married 
Truman Dudgeon's daughter Florine; this place 
has been called the Noah Hinton farm. Clarence 
Hamrick bought this farm from Agnes Bailey, 
Noah Hinton's daughter, in 1972. In the back
ground is a Brock grain bin, 48 feet in diameter, 
with 12 rings high, and a capacity of 56,000 
bushel; it stands higher then the barn. The 
three smaller grain bins are 27 feet in diameter, 
and hold 10,500 bushel each; they are as high as 
the barn. They have a computerized full flow 
automatic drying and grain transfer system, 
controlled by a computer. _This computer sets 
the high and low temperatures in moisture of 
corn, and turns the dryer on and off, and also 
augers it to holding bins. It records all grain 
transfer and transactions on tape. Clarence 
Hamrick and his son Tim are on this photo
graph; Max was out working when the editor 
photographed this barn. In front of the barn 
stands a John Deere tractor 4430 with hydraulic 
front assist, pulling a Hardie 60 foot sprayer, 
for weed control for farm crops; this is con
trolled by a computer in the cab. This was 
made in Germany and they had to go to Canada 
to get it. 
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This barn is located on Wabash Road, and 
is on the old Noah Hinton farm, owned by Clar
ence Hamrick; this barn is adjacent to the 1288 
Mercer Van Wert County Line place where Max 
Hamrick lives. This barn was built in the 1920 to 
1922 time; the tornado took down the other barn 
in 1919; David Carr helped build this barn. It 
was owned at that time by Noah Hinton, David 
Carr's uncle. The barn is sawed and wooden 
pinned. It has a self supporting gambrel roof, 
which allows for more space in the mow. Clar
ence Hamrick just put a new roof on this barn, 
and plans on restoring it with steel siding. 

This is an interior view of the Clarence 
Hamrick barn on Wabash Road. Note the sym
metry of the gambrel roof, and how this type 
barn roof allows for more space in the mow, 
without the extra posts and beams. (Surely 
those who have put hay in the mow and cracked 
their head on the crossbeams, recognize the 
value of this type roof.) Note the size of the logs 
supporting the mow floor. This roof may be 
functional, but it is also artistically beautiful. 
This book is printed in black and white; the 
golden color of the wood does not show. After 
seeing the barn photographs in this book, the 
reader will have to visit the barns, after asking 
permission from the owner, and enjoy the barns 
first hand. 



This barn on U.S. Route 33, east of Will
shire, was built after the original barn was de
stroyed in a cyclone about 1918. The farm has 
been in the Samples family since the 1930's, and 
at one time, .Ervin Samples, well known harness 
race horse driver, raised horses there. The barn 
was used for small dairy, livestock, hay stor
age, and harness race horses. Several years 
ago, the buildings on the farm were sold to 
Doyle Stetler. (Sondra Samples Photograph) 

Gordon Brown's barn, 2297 U.S. Rt. 33 W., 
Rockford, was built in the 1890's. The beams 
used in the barn still have the original bark of 
the tree. The beams are pinned with wooden 
pegs. The barn has been used for shelter for 
animals and for storage. 
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This old barn, built around 1875 on the farm 
of Bill E. Clause and Sharon, located on Clouse 
Road off Route 33, and four miles west of 
Rockford, was built by Ferd and Laura Dryer. 
The Dryers had purchased the wood land of 
eighty acres, and an old house which stood just 
north and west of this location. They needed a 
barn so they proceeded to cut down large trees 
for the lumber, to start from scratch to build a 
barn. With the help of neighbors and friends, 
they soon had the foundation and framework 
ready for framing. The special day came when 
men came to set the frame on its foundation, 
made of large planks from the trees they had 
cut. Women and children came and made a 
bountiful dinner. As there were oil wells on the 
farm, and the men who pumped them were 
boarded in the neighborhood; they were a big 
help, also. In a few days the barn was finished; 
windows, small and big doors, were propped 
from the inside with two by fours, to hold them 
shut. There were no tracks for pulleys in those 
days. Just a dirt floor was in the barn; it was 
ready for all their animals with stalls and man
gers for horses, another for calves. Cows and 
pigs ran in and out. Hay was made in the sum
mer; first it was pitched on a wagon, then into 
the mow, then pulled up with a horse and pulley 
with a rope, later came the baler, making work 
simpler and much easier. In 1938, it was sold by 
Dryer to Edgar and Neva Clouse, who moved 
there in 1942 with their daughters, Sally and 
Peggy, now living in Florida and Virginia, re
spectively, and four sons, Bill, Tom, Jack and 
Jon Clouse, all in Mercer County. There was a 
basket ball hoop in the barn, to practice shoot
ing. In 1970, Bill and Sharon Clouse bought the 
80 acres and 32 more from a neighbor. (written 
by Mrs. Neva Clouse, 12750 Clouse Road, 
Rockford.) 



Nicholas and Verna Winkler currently own 
and live on the farm at 795 Winkler Road, where 
this big barn stands. The front part of the barn, 
with its pretty gambrel roof, was added to the 
much older back part of the barn around 1940 
for O.G. Dudgeon by an Amish carpenter crew 
from Indiana. The new addition included a 
more modern milking parlor, a milkhouse, and 
ample mows for hay and straw. This farm is the 
site of the former Ruby Dudgeon Log Cabin 
Museum. Two log buildings remain today. The 
barn is now used for storage of straw and some 
of the smaller farm implements since the 
Winklers are grain farmers. (Sondra Samples 
Photograph) 

Norman Fleming's barn, 2732 Winkler 
Road, Rockford, was built in 1926 by William 
Schumm. The sliding double doors have the 
track protected by the vertical siding above. 
The sliding doors are propped shut right at the 
smaller service door cut into the sliding door. 
This small door within the larger door is called 
"le Petit Guichet." Livestock feeding and hay 
and grain storage were the past uses of the 
barn; today it is used for machinery storage. 
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Norman Fleming, 2732 Winkler Road, also 
had an old barn built in 1890 by Henry Gephart. 
The barn was used for hay and corn storage, 
and livestock feeding and milking. This barn 
was dismantled in 1972. 

This log building was one of the set of build
ings at the Ruby Dudgeon Museum. After the 
Museum was closed, there was a sale and this 
building was sold at auction. This log building 
was then dismantled and moved. The log build
ing had a second story. The front porch pro
tected the two front entry doors, of which this 
photograph shows have screendoors. (Sondra 
Samples Photograph) 

This log building was also one of the set of 
buildings at the Ruby Dudgeon Museum. The 
chimney can be seen at the end of the one and 
a half story building. A gable roofed protection 
was added to the back of the building, which is 
surrounded by the wood fenced enclosure. A 
small covered wagon stands near-by. This 
building is still standing at this property. 
(Sondra Samples Photograph) 



Edna and Paul Plikerd's barn, 177 Frank 
Road, Willshire, originally stood farther back 
from the road, and stood east and west. The 
barn was moved prior to the Plikerd's owner
ship. There was a lean-to on the north end, 
which blew off in the tornado in the 1940's. A 
man by the name of Bumgardner built the barn. 
The barn was used for shelter for horses, cattle, 
and sheep, as well as hay. Today, the barn is 
used for storage of implements. 

Tms rea oarn, w1tn its white double doors, 
and gambrel roof, stands on Rockford West 
Road, Willshire. The barn has been used for 
livestock, hay and grain storage, and machine 
storage. Today, the barn is used for grain and 
machine storage. Note how the barn stands 
alone in this rural setting, and does not have so 
many other buildings nearby as so many farms 
do today. This old barn is probably over seventy 
years old, and belongs to Ruthilene Dudgeon 
Wilson, 7354 State Route 703, Celina, Ohio 45822. 
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Richard Figley's barn, 2116 Rockford West 
Road, just before Jordon Road, Rockford, was 
built about 1906. This barn is a typical English 
barn, with the double doors centered, and room 
on either side for the animals. A shed roofed ad
dition was added to the side. To remind visitors 
of the past, a one horse walking plow rests in 
front of the barn. 

This long barn, with a pair of double sliding 
doors on either side of the smaller service door, 
stands on Lee Road, just east of Hill Road. A 
pent roof serves for protection from the ele
ments at the end of the barn. The interior 
beams are hand hewn. Five lightning rods stand 
across the ridge of the gable roof, of this barn 
belonging to Kenneth Luginbill, 688 Rockford 
West Road, Willshire. 



This weathered barn has its double doors 
placed to the right side. One wonders if the barn 
was originally smaller, and an addition was 
made to the left side. A small shed-roofed addi
tion was made to the right side. The barn ap
pears to be resting on its original foundation, on 
the spring day in 1992 when the photograph was 
taken. The barn stands on Hill Road, north of 
Rockford West Road and belongs to Kenneth 
Luginbill, 688 Rockford West Road, Willshire. 

This old barn was built in the middle 1800's 
by the Shock Family, and has been used for 
dairy, horses, and storage of hay and grain. 
Today, the barn is used for dairy, and belongs 
to Max Shock, 2350 Rockford West Road, 
Rockford. Currently this is the only dairy barn 
in Blackcreek Township. 

19 

The barn stands on the east side of Jordan 
Road, south of Lee Road, and dates back to 
1920, built by Louise Behymer. The barn has 
been used for horses, dairy, machinery, hay 
and grain storage. The round roof, sometimes 
called a rainbow or gothic roof, has a slight lift 
at the edge of the eaves, known as a "ski 
jump." The large roof allows for more space in 
the mow. This barn belongs to Max Shock, 2350 
Rockford West Road, Rockford. 

J.D. Johnson was the owner and Charles 
Grey, was the builder of this barn in 1935. This 
long barn, with the gambrel roof was used for a 
sheep barn, and is now used for storage. The 
barn belongs to Mr. and Mrs. Ted Bollenbacher, 
1740 Manley Road, Rockford. 



• Glenn S. Sheets' barn, 2619 Wilson Road, 
Rockford was built around 1916 for Claude 
Stover. The barn was built from timber cut 
from trees on the farm and the adjoining farm. 
The Sheets family purchased the farm 56 years 
past and have lived at this place 55 years, as of 
April 12, 1991. This gambrel roof~d barn has 
three lightning rods of the roof, with the glass 
globes still intact. Green arches grace the doors 
of the barn. An addition was made to the back 
of the barn. The original barn was constructed 
of oak, which was abundant at that time. Over 
the years, the barn has been used . for small 
dairy and beef cattle; today the barn 1s used for 
machinery storage. (Sondra Samples Photo
graph) 

G. W. SMALLEY, 1896, in the slate of this 
roof identifies the owner and the year this barn 
was' built where Dennis Little lives at 1176 
Manley Road. Many barns in Mercer County 
still have the date on their slate roof, but very 
few have both the name and the date, sur
rounded by a border, on their roof. This barn 
has been used for dairy, sows, and storage f<?r 
straw and hay in the mows. Today, the barn 1s 
used for storage for farm machinery, and is 
owned by Lavondale Little, Little Farms, 2611 
Purdy Road, Rockford. 
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This magnificent and unusual barn :n:iay 
have dated to the Civil War times or earher. 
The farm on which this barn stood was once 
owned by J.D. Dysert, a prominent Rockfoi:d 
businessman of the late nineteenth century. His 
only daughter Mrs. Fannie Gregory, who died 
in 1956, inherited the farm. The main frame of 
the barn is 40 x 60 feet, 20 feet to the square. It 
was divided into three divisions, each 20 x 40 
feet· contained two haymows, one of which was 
a g;ound mow; and a driveway floored with 
heavy timber (Threshi~g floor). West of the 
main barn to the. left m the photograph, was 
another ba'rn attached to it, 24 x 34 feet, with 
hay storage above horse stalls. In the 1940's this 
was remodeled to accommodate cattle stanch
ions and in 1948 a concrete block milk house 
was'added so that Grade "A" milk could be sold 
by the then tenant. All the beams in the barn 
were hewn by hand; the rafters were round 
poles. Lean-to sheds surrounded the barn on 
north and south ends and the entire east side. 
They were 18 feet wide on the north and east, 
and 20 feet wide on the south end. The shed on 
the south was used as implement storage as 
was the driveway. 

The remainder of the shed room was used 
to house cattle and hogs. Part of the north ~bed 
had cow stanchions in it, used before stanchions 
were installed in the horse stable portion. This 
was truly a large, useful barn, o!le of_ the old 
great barns in Mercer County. This article was 
written by the owners; Lavondale little, 2611 
Purdy Road, Rockford. Mr. Little is on the 
photograph. 



Richard and Sondra Samples' barn, 2290 
Purdy Road, Rockford, was built for Walter 
Nutt in 1917, after the 1885 Victorian farm house 
was moved from the back of the farm with a 
half-mile lane, to make it closer to the road. 
Originally the barn was used for livestock and 
milking, ear corn crib, overhead grain bin, and 
hay storage. Today, the barn is used for storage 
and the farm shop. The gambrel roofed barn 
has gray siding, with white trim. (Sondra Sam
ples Photograph) 

This 1940 photograph shows the old barn, 
with the white trim, which belongs to Stanley 
and Marie Samples, State Route 707, Rockford. 
Note the huge straw stack, which was left be
hind the barn after the threshing was com
pleted. Note the 1942 photograph of this same 
barn. 
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This 1942 photograph shows the same barn, 
belonging to Stanley and Marie Samples, after a 
lean-to and corn crib were added to the barn. 
Note the partial white arches in the gable peak. 
This design is usually found in northwestern 
Mercer County, but not often in southern 
Mercer County. This barn was taken down, and 
replaced with a pole barn, for machinery stor
age. 

J. L. Sipe, Naomi (Sipe) Lehman's grand
father, built this barn in 1900; the barn is lo
cated on Sipe Road, west of State Route 49. This 
barn appears to look much as it did when it was 
built, without a lot of additions being made. The 
barn has been used for hay, straw, horses, and 
some machine storage. Today, the barn belongs 
to Naomi (Mrs. Eugene) Lehman, 946 Mill Pond 
Road, Berne, IN 46711. 



This barn is located on Sipe Road, a half 
mile west of State Route 49. This farm has been 
in the Miller Family for 118 years. Our Grand
father Jacob Miller purchased it in 1873 from 
Jesse Hartzog, with a log house and log barn. In 
1909, the current barn was erected and replaced 
the log barn. Upon Jacob's death, our father 
Carl Miller purchased it in 1919. Upon his death, 
his son Herbert Miller and wife purchased it in 
1974, and are the current owners. The barn orig
inally was used as were all barns then, for a 
horse stable, cow and hog barn, as well as corn, 
wheat, oats storage and hay. There was always 
a straw stack on the north side of the barn 
which lasted through the winter. A horse tank 
(pictured) was put up in 1925 on the northwest 
corner of the barn. It currently houses the 
machinery used to farm the eighty acres of 
Herbert Miller. (written by the Millers) 

Carl Miller, in front and Herbert Miller in 
back of the wagon at Carl Miller's barn on Sipe 
Road. 
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Howard Caffee, Ruth Helen Miller, Emilene 
Miller Henkle on her father, Carl Miller's lap, 
at the horse tank at the Miller barn. 

Ralph Alt, with the buck rake. Note the split 
rail corn crib. 

Jack Weitz, getting ready to farm. 



Clara Reef's barn, State Route 707, Will
shire, Ohio, has the name C.W. Baker, 1888 on 
the roof. Clara tells they bought this home in 
1928 and she was 92 years old December 4, 1991. 
Mr. Caffee and sons are farming the ground. 
This barn has been used for raising cattle, a 
milking parlor, raising calves, and storage of 
hay. 

Arlie and Ruth Koch moved here, 830 State 
Route 707, Rockford, in the early 1930's. Arlie 
built the milk house about 1940. This is a neat 
barn with white siding. The barn has been used 
for milk cows and hay storage, and machinery 
storage. 
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Gene Koch's barn, 761 State Route 707, 
Rockford, has been used for milking cows and 
for storage. Today, the barn is used for raising 
steers and storage of hay and straw. 

Gerald and Isabel Lautzenheiser's barn, 905 
State Route 707, Rockford, has a gambrel roof, 
topped with three lightning rods. One door 
opens to the mow, at the top of the end wall. 
Above the double doors in front, vertical siding 
protects the track, and doors. This type of track 
protection is found in the northern part of 
Mercer County, but not in southern Mercer 
County. 



This long barn, with a series of sliding 
doors, is located at 1318 State Route 707. The 
barn was built for John Kettering, about 1880, 
and has been used for general farm use, and 
now used for storage. The unique barn belongs 
to Lois Koch, 810 Heirholzer Street, Celina. 
(Sondra Samples Photograph) 

Paul Miller's barn, 1630 State Route 707, 
Rockford, was one of the first pole barns with 
open free stall housing with raised milking par
lor. Ralph Kirkham came from Powell, Ohio 
and hauled the lumber from there (a distance of 
over a 100 miles). There wasn't anyone doing 
that kind of construction in this area. The barn 
was designed to handle 40 plus cows. The barn 
was built in 1953 and was originally used for 
dairy and now used for storage. 
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This barn, belonging to Paul E. Miller, 1630 
State Route 707, was probably built about 1900. 
The beams are all hand hewn and pinned with 
wooden pins. 

Note that the barns are connected at Paul 
E. Miller's place, 1630 State Route 707. In New 
England, it was common to see barns con
nected, for protection in the winter time. Paul 
built this connecting section for convenience. 
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Mrs. Earl Fisher used to live at this barn, 
as a child of the Maynard Purdy family; she re
members the barn being there over 80 years 
ago. Fred Brehm bought the place from the 
Purdy's and their son Earl Brehm and his wife 
Viola owned it next. Today it is in Viola's name; 
she lives at 904 South Elm, Celina. The barn 
stands at David Bollenbacher, 2030r State Route 
707, Rockford. Five windows are placed high on 
the barn wall, across the front. The sign above 
the doors is no longer legible. A basketboard is 
mounted on the wall, for the young and young at 
heart. Five lightning roads are perched across 
the ridge of the roof. The original foundation is 
still under this barn. 

Jerome Bollenbacher's barn, 2429 State 
Route 707, Rockford, has the golden harvest col
ors of autumn, with the double doors and trim a 
rich brown. This gambrel roofed barn has been 
used for general farming, with animals and 
hay. Today, the barn is used for a shop and 
grain storage. 
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This barn, belonging to Jerome Bollen
bacher, is west of his place, on State Route 707. 
This barn is the kind that artists seek. In its 
rural setting, the rust colors of the roof, and the 
heather colors of the weathered siding will 
bring back the memories of childhood when 
many barns were thus colored. A pent roof is to 
the end of the barn, for protection from the ele
ments. The barn has been used for general 
farming, with hay and horses, and today, for 
machinery storage. 

Ronald Frahm's barn, 2850 State Route 707, 
Rockford, was built for Adam Alt between 1930 
and 1935. The rainbow roof, with a slight lift or 
"ski jump" at the roof's edge, has three light
ning rods across the ridge. (The round roof is 
sometimes called a "gothic roofline.") The red 
barn with its white painted arches on the doors, 
has an additional feature of the partial white 
arches framing the window with six over six 
panes. The double doors also have paned win
dows. When this barn was built, they had a 
neighborhood barn dance. The barn has always 
been used for animals and grain storage. 
(Sondra Samples Photograph) * After this barn 
was turned in for this book, the editor received 
the note from Sondra that this bar burned down 
in May 1991. 



William Hoverman built this barn in 1896. 
The barn stands on the north side of State Route 
707, a hall m~le west of Township Line Road, 
and a half mile east of Erastus Durbin Road. 
The ~arn has be_en used to store hay, grain, 
machmery and hvestock, and is still used to 
store machinery. Five lightning rods with white 
glass globes stand across the roof ridge. The 
white arches can still be seen on the gable end 
wall, as well as across the double doors on this 
rich old weathered barn. Several b~rns in 
Mercer County have a pent roof for protection 
across the end wall of the barn. However this 
editor has only seen less than a hall a dozen 
barns with the small shed roof above the one 
door. One barn on the southeast corner of St. 
Rt. 49, and McGough Roads, and one barn, 
north of that, on St. Rt. 49, have this unusual 
type roof, over a single door. One can see the 
white pump just to the right of the barn. This 
wonderful old barn belongs to Glen Cross of 
Burbank, Ohio. 

Glen Cross, 1672 Cockrell Road, Burbank 
Ohio 44214, owns this barn at 2925 State Rout~ 
707, Rockford, as of October 1, 1990. The barn 
was built in 1895, by a Robinson; it was used for 
general farm purposes and today is used for 
storage_. Two unique features highlight this big 
barn; first, the date 1895 is a part of the original 
roof, with its side-lined pattern and second, the 
double doors are moved to the side and 
tr~mm4:!d wi~h white arches, while the pent roof, 
with side-trimmed, matching pattern, covers 
the side doors. The old well pump still stands in 
front of the barn. (Sondra Samples Photograph) 
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Lewis G. Baker, the original owner, was the 
builder of this barn in 1897; the date is on the 
roof. The barn was typical of the time; it was 
used for housing animals, storing hay and 
machinery. By 1990, the farm was owned by an 
Amish Family. It might be interesting to l)ote, 
how the use of the barn has come full circle and 
is again a working barn, being used in much the 
same way as when it was built, with horses 
milk cows, hogs, and chickens. This is ~ 
November 1990 photograph, of the barn on St. 
Rt. 707. *The editor received a call that this 
barn burned down in April 1991: The Amish 
family who lives there had many Amish neigh
bors come in and put up another barn the next 
week. 

Eugene Behm's barn, 89 Strahle Road, 
Rockford, was built about 150 years ago. On the 
outside this barn appears to be much like other 
barns. However, the interior framing is unique. 



This interior view of Eugene Behm's barn, 
89 Strahle Road, shows the frame, with its hand 
hewn beams. Note that the purlin on either side 
of the roof, is supported by inclined purlin sup
porting posts. (Note the position of the vertical 
posts supporting the cross beam.) 

Another view of the support frame of 
Eugene Behm's barn, 89 Strahle Road, 
Rockford. Note tree limbs supporting the raf
ters. 
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Beatrice Pifer's barn, 663 Strahle Road, 
Rockford, was built nearly 150 years ago. In the 
past, the barn was used for livestock. The light
ning rods still stand across the ridge of the 
gable roof. A slight rise goes up to the double 
doors. Three louvered vents allow for ventila
tion in the barn. Note the barn stands without a 
lot of other buildings next to it, in this rural set
ting. 
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Paul and Joan Kimmel's barn at 10340 U.S. 
127, Mendon, was built in 1890. P. Kimmel, 
White Lily Farm, is lettered in green on the end 
wall. The green is carried out with the green 
arches on the barn doors and window trim. In 
the past, the barn was used for horses and cat
tle. Today, the barn is used for storage, beans, 
and machinery. (Editor's note: This appears to 
be the only barn in the county with a red tile 
roof, which lends itself to an attractive barn.) 

The Wursters built this barn at 5981 Mercer 
Road, Mendon, in 1937, replacing the one 
burned in 1936. The barn was used for dairy cat
tle, and storage for hay and straw. Today, the 
barn is used for beef cattle. The green rainbow 
or gothic roof, with the slight 'ski-jump' at the 
roof's edge, tops the red barn with the white 
arched barn doors. Mr. and Mrs. Verl Friedly 
write, "'Fill my cup' describes the unique arte
sion well, (fountain to us) which has flowed 
over a hundred years. We moved here April 9, 
1948, planning to stay one year, and return to 
plastering, but have stayed forty-three years; a 
wonderful place to raise five children. Our 
thanks to the three Alspaugh sisters who own 
the farm: Marjory Alspaugh, St. Marys; Ruth 
Buchanan, Rockford; and Mildred Botkin, St. 
Marys." 
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In the fall of 1906, John High cut the native 
timber on the farm, and let it lay a year to cure. 
In 1907, Henry and Albert Stoner brought their 
sawmill and sawed out heavy timber. In the 
spring of 1908, they dug the basement in the side 
of the hill and built the barn in the spring and 
summer of 1908. The loft in the west end of the 
barn was used for straw; two bins in the east 
end were used for hay or shredded fodder. 
Under the loft, they stored farm machinery. 
Lela Dudgeon, John's daughter, told the story of 
this barn; she rein embers they had a big rope 
swing, and they would swing from the north 
barn door to the south door. The barn belongs to 
Mark Davis, 11862 U.S. 127, Rockford. 

This view from the north, shows Mark 
Davis's barn, as it is cut into the side of the hill. 
Barns positioned on the transverse side of the 
hill, whereby one can enter the barn at the main 
floor at the double doors, or walk about to the 
lower level and enter the barn, without the use 
of a bank going to the main doors, are known as 
Grundscheier barns. 



Wayne Heindel's barn, 12120 U.S. 127, 
Rockford, was built around 1900. The barn is 
wooden pin type construction. The main barn 
was added to, on the south end, with a lean-to 
added on beyond that; a lean-to was added 
across the back of the main barn. The milking 
parlor on the northwest corner of the barn was 
added about 1973. In the past, the barn also 
housed horses; today, the barn is a dairy barn. 

An aerial view of Wayne Heindel's farm at 
12120 U.S. 127, Rockford. 

Clarence Buckloh's barn, 12269 U.S. 127, 
Rockford, was built in 1906. This white barn, 
with the green gambrel roof, was used for live
stock and hay and straw storage. Today, the 
barn is used for machinery storage. It's natural 
to see a red pickup truck out by the barn. 
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This white barn, with the large sliding door, 
stands on U.S. 127, and belongs to Paul Hays, 
Route 2, Rockford. The barn was built in the 
late 1940's and is used as a machine shed. 

This barn was built around 1913, for John 
and Fanny (Ransbottom) Granger, by a Mr. 
Branstetter. It has been in the Granger family 
since then. The barn has some beautiful wood 
on the inside. There are long, beautiful beams, 
with wooden pegs. The outside is getting bad 
now, but they hate to see it go; it seems like a 
part of the family. The barn belongs to Dale 
Granger, and is located on 117, just a mile and a 
half west of 127. Dale's sister, Normal Dell, 
Route 2, Box 83, Rockford, lives at this place. 



Bud Hayes, 4807 St. Rt. 117, Rockford, owns 
this white, gable-roofed barn which was built in 
the early 1900's. The barn has been used for 
dairy and grain storage. 

Curtis Hayes owns this white barn located 
at 4583 St. Rt. 117, Rockford. The barn, built in 
the late 1800's, was first used as a horse barn 
and hay storage; then, it was used for dairy. 
Today, the barn is used for storage. 
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The David B. Thor family owns this barn in 
the quiet countryside at 5132 St. Rt. 117, 
Rockford. Mrs. Thor writes, "My husband and I 
have plans for our barn. We are going to restore 
and paint it. Doing that, we can have horses and 
cows in the near future. We have small children 
and we feel we are going to bring a lot of life 
back to that big old barn. If that big barn could 
talk, I'm sure it would have lots of stories to 
tell, and a lot more in the future." 

This Centennial Farm located on the 
Mercer-Van Wert County Line, just east of St. 
Rt. 118, is owned by Vergil and Helen Shaff er, 
Rt. 2, Box 1, Rockford. This farm has been in 
the Shaffer Family many years; Vergil's great 
grandfather Samuel Shaffer, sold the farm to 
his son William W. Shaffer in 1873. William had 
the barn built probably before 1900; Mat Davis 
was the carpenter. At William's death, the farm 
was sold in 1937 to three of his sons: Acada, 
Frank, and Ray Shaffer; who later sold it to 
Vergil and Helen Shaffer in 1947. The red barn 
with the white arched doors and gambrel roof 
had a cow stable, horse stable, storage of hay 
and grain, and shelter for machinery. 



The Silver Spur Stables is located at 12622 
Godfrey Reserve Road, Rockford and is owned 
by William G. Book. Paul Shaffer of Van Wert, 
was born and raised at this place and told that 
this barn is 72 feet by 56 feet, and 40 feet high, 
built with timber cut and hewed from the farm, 
in 1918, and built by the family. This red barn, 
with the white trimmed windows, has a shed
roofed dormer on the gambrel roof. It had been 
used for horses, cows, and hogs before; now it 
has horse stalls and storage. 

The land, being section 5 of Dublin Town
ship, upon which this barn sits, was purchased 
by Ruel Roebuck from Louis Godfrey, a Miami 
Indian in 1926, and this particular tract has 
been in the Roebuck family ever since that 
time. This barn was built in 1903, and the resi
dents at that time, Harry and Otie (High) 
Roebuck, parents of the present owner Max 
Roebuck, lived in the north end of the barn 
while they added two rooms to their house. Max 
Roebuck's barn, 12100 Yahn Road, Rockford, 
has also housed horses, cows, goats, hogs, hay 
and straw, with bins for oats, wheat, and beans, 
and machinery. 
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This white barn, with the gable roof, was 
built in the early 1900's, and stands on Shelley 
Road, and has housed horses, cows, sheep, rab
bits, hay and straw. The barn is used for stor
age and belongs to Bernice Roebuck, 12100 
Yahn Road, Rockford. 

This is the view of the farm at 12565 
Frysinger Road, Rockford, when Russel G. 
Howell had the barn. The windmill (or 
windpump) is still standing at the end of the 
long drive, across from the barn. The barn was 
built on or before 1915. 



Russel G. Howell, starting in 1936, used the 
barn to house work horses and dairy cattle. A 
rope and pulley system, the length of the loft, 
forked in "loose" hay through the top east door. 
The barn was originally built and used for dairy 
(with an all cement floor). Since February 1989, 
Michael D. Mefferd, R.R. No. 2, 12565 Frysinger 
Road, Rockford, has owned the barn and used it 
to house dairy cattle, and hay. The milking is 
done with a portable unit. 

Tuesday morning, the day after the big 
snow of February 26, 1979, this photograph was 
taken of the barn at 12565 Frysinger Road. 
Seven inches of snow and drifting had closed ev
erything. 
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The farm land, farm buildings and the 
Frysinger School on Ross Road, were pur
chased in 1971 by Lowell and Mary Davis, 145 
Finsbury Lane, Troy, Ohio 45373-1553. 

Lowell E. Davis, 145 Finsbury Lane, Troy, 
Ohio, writes: "The Frysinger School, 1862-1939, 
was in th~ Daily Standard on 9-15-77 and 6-5-75. 
My grandmother Cecil Davis attended the 
school; she lived on the adjoining farm. My 
wife Mary and I purchased the school, farm 
land and other farm buildings in 1971. Working 
on the farm I have had former students stop 
and take a look. Needless to say, they aren't 
young at this stage of their lives." 



This grey barn, with the gambrel roof, be
longs to Victor Shindeldecker, 5453 Shindel
decker Road, Rockford. The barn was built by 
Tom Tester in the late 1800's, and used for 
horses, hogs, cows, and hay. Today, the barn is 
used for calves, hay and straw, and storage. 

This barn with the green gable roof, was 
built in 1884 by Jacob and Elizabeth Shindel
decker. The house has since been sold, but the 
land and barn has been in the family since 
Jacob Shindel decker. The barn has been used 
for horses, cows, grain and machinery. Now the 
land and barn is owned by Mrs. Victor Shindel
decker. 
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This barn, with its green gable roof, was 
built in the late 1890's, and used for livestock, 
hay and straw, and machinery. The barn be
longs to Basil E. Davis, 5009 Shelley Road, 
Rockford. (Note the 1948 photograph of this 
same barn.) 

This is the 1948 view of the previous barn, 
belonging to Basil E. Davis. The March 19, 1948 
storm took its toll on the barn. Even though the 
white arched barn doors are still on the front at 
the side, the roof is gone. 



Basil E. Davis' barn, 5009 Shelley Road, 
Rockford, was originally a self supporting hip
roof, until the tornado in 1948, at which time the 
present roof structure was built. In 1990, new 
doors and track were added. The barn was built 
in 1919 by William Squires. 

This is a view of the Cecil T. Davis Barn, on 
March 19, 1948, which is Basil Davis' place 
today. 

Another view of Basil Davis' barn, back in 
1948. This photograph belongs to their neighb~r 
Lloyd Ketchum, 5159 Shelley Road. 
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On the back of this photograph is written, 
"Basil Davis' folks barn after the March 19, 
1948 cyclone." 

The red barn, with white trim and a gam
brel roof, carries out the rural theme, in Basil 
Davis' mailbox, 5009 Shelley Road, Rockford. 



Lloyd Ketchum's Grandfather Ezekiel Harv 
Davis, moved to 5159 Shelley Road, about 1913; 
the barn was here before that. As the old photo
graph shows, the barn doors were highhghted 
with white arches and four-paned glass win
dows were in the gable end. The boy in the 
photograph is probably Cecil Davis, father of 
Basil Davis. The barn went down in the 1948 tor
nado. (See the following photographs.) 

The barn at Lloyd Ketchum's place, 5159 
Shelley Road, after the March 19, 1948 tornado. 

Another view of the barn at 5159 Shelley 
Road, after the 1948 tornado. 
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Another view of the barn at 5159 Shelley 
Road, after the 1948 tornado. While the barn 
was destroyed, the hog pen stayed standing. 
(The hog pen's doors were also highlighted with 
white arches; the white trim around the end 
wall window is unique.) These are Lloyd 
Ketchum's photographs. 

S. BROWN, 1886, is imprinted on the roof of 
John and Steve Gamble's barn at 12771 River 
Trail Road, Rockford. Two gable-roofed cupolas 
with louvered vents are astride the ridge of this 
big barn. The red barn has six louvered vents 
across the front and three across the side of the 
barn. White arches surround the pairs of sliding 
doors on the front. In the past, the barn was 
used mainly for livestock; now it is used for 
straw storage and machinery storage. (photo
graph by S. Samples) 



Many Mercer Countians drive by this barn, 
as they travel Route 33, enroute to Fort Wayne. 
This barn is located at Stober Farms, Inc., 3133 
U.S. 33 W., Rockford. This gambrel roof has a 
gable roofed dormer· which is centered over the 
double doors. The tri-part windows in the 
dormer, are echoed in the tri-part window at 
the end wall. This centered gabled dormer is 
only found in northern Mercer County. (The 
editor has also seen this gabled dormer over the 
double doors in some Van Wert County barns 
and concludes that perhaps, the carpenter who 
designed this type barn lived in the Mercer-Van 
.Wert area. Or, this may have been a popular 
style in the area, and many farmers used it.) 
This barn is used for livestock, machinery stor
age, hay and straw storage. The barn was built 
approximately 1900 for Charles Schumm. 
(photo by S. Samples) 

This is a copy of the barn raising of Charles 
J. Schumm barn, which is now the barn at 
Stober Farms, Inc. 3133 U.S. 33 W., Rockford. 
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This is one of the very few brick silos in the 
area. The brick silo with the windows on the cir
cumference at the top, stands next to the barn 
at Stober Farms. In the background, one can 
see the barn with the 'top-knot' entryway for 
grain. (photo by Frieda Stober) 

Carl B. Thomas' barn was built in the early 
1900's. This barn, at 5119 U.S. 33, Rockford, was 
used to house livestock and store hay and 
grain; today it is used for storage. A foundation 
has been added to this red barn. Four lightning 
rods stand on the metal roof.· 



Carl Fisher's barn stands on Wilson Road, 
Rockford. The original part of this barn fea
tured horsestalls at one end and an overhead 
oats bin with a shute that emptied into a wooden 
box with lid that stored oats for easy dipping to 
feed the workhorses. The other% of the barn is 
a bit unique in older barns in that it has a 36 ft. 
by 36 ft. freespan open area with no haymow or 
supporting posts in the interior space. The roof 
is supported by a bridge-like truss of 8 in. by 8 
in. beams that transfer the weight load to out
side and corner posts with tripod bracing tim
bers, which is an unusual construction feature. 
This large open area with re-inforced plank 
flooring makes a good machinery storage space 
now where it used to have hay and straw 

· stacked from floor to roof. (photo by S. Sam
ples) 

A back addition was added to Carl Fisher's 
barn at some point that was used as a milking 
parlor for about eight cows. This barn has been 
m the Carl Fisher family for fifty years. (photo 
by S. Samples) 
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An interior view of the unusual construction 
of Carl Fisher's barn. The old leather harness 
can be seen at the right; a part of the artwork 
can be seen at the left. (photo by S. Samples) 

This is an example of the primitive folk art 
signature painting of farmer and horse, which 
was done on the inside of Carl Fisher's barn, by 
an Amishman who painted the barn. It was 
done with a four inch paintbrush. (photo by S. 
Samples) 



Marie Snider provided the story of this 
barn, which stands at the corner of State Route 
707 and Township Line, Rockford. The barn 
wa~ built in 1915 by Wm. Squires, and is now 
under the Wayne Morrow Trust. The barn has 
been used for livestock, grain and machinery 
storage. The sliding doors on ~he gro~nd fl~or 
and in the mow, are all outhned with white 
arches. The paneled window in the end wall, is 
framed with the reverse white arches, and un
derlined with the date 1915. (photo by S. Sam
ples) 

I 
Joe Wolf built this barn in 1897, at 3344 St. 

Rt. 707, Rockford. Today, Homer Koontz owns 
the barn. This is one of the very few barns, 
which not only has the date imprinted in the 
roof, but also has a pattern outlining the roof 
edge. The barn was used for livestock, and for 
storage of hay in the mow. (photo by S. Sam
ples) 
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Homer Koontz' barn was owned by William 
Clutter, when the tornado struck on March 19, 
1948. He rebuilt the barn, using the same floor 
and some of the old beams and lumber. He also 
added a metal quonset-type roof. The barn is 
still in use by Homer Koontz. 

A view of Homer Koontz' barn today, which 
is the one rebuilt by Wm. Clutter, after the 1948 
tornado. (photo by S. Samples) 



This barn, which stood at 3311 St. Rt. 707, 
was owned by Dale Koontz in 1948 when the 
March 19th tornado damaged many buildings in 
the area along St. Rt. 707. The storm destroyed 
the roof on the north side of the barn, and all 
outside buildings, including a large tile one that 
was used for hogs. It also took down all the 
farm fences and blew over the windmill, which 
fell on a cow and killed it. With the outbuildings 
and fences down, the hogs and cows were wan
dering all over the farm. They just loaded them 
all up and sold them regardless of size or age. 
The Homer Koontz family was at home when 
the storm struck; they took shelter in a closet. 
The house roof and chimney were destroyed 
and windows blown out. Washing that was hang
ing inside the home to dry on a line was blown 
down and scattered about. The main barn was 
repaired after the storm and stood until 198J 
when it was taken down due to age and condi
tion. This story was submitted by Martha 
Koontz. 

The hour-glass design on th~ doub_le doo_rs 
on this barn, are the only designs like this, 
which the editor saw, in traveling the Mercer 
County Roads. (Of course, others may exist 
which she did not see.) Donald W. Fisher's 
barn, at 10972 Now Road, Rockford, has the old 
wooden timbers which are notched and pegged. 
It was used for milking cows, livestock and 
grain storage. This photograph was taken in 
March 1991; one can see the springtime buds of 
the tree limbs. 
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Carl and Lowell Sell, 400 E. Warren St., 
#13, Celina, own this barn, which Steve 
Thompson rents, at St. Rt. 707, West of 118. The 
barn was built in 1908; Kahle built the north 
secton. The barn was used for horses, cattle, 
hogs, hay and straw; an old threshin_g machine 
is still in the barn. Today, the barn is used for 
grain straw, and machinery storage. On this 
old r~d barn, one can still see the hints of the 
white arched sliding doors. A triangular hay 
hood protects the haymow door in the wall, be
neath the gambrel roof. 

Ray Leighner owns this white, gambrel
roofed barn, which stands at 12577 St. Rt. 118 
N., Rockford. In the past, the barn ha_s been 
used for raising sheep; today the barn is used 
for steers, hogs and rabbits. 



John Karns built this barn in 1898 and the 
barn was used for cows, and hay and corn stor
age, at 12042 Township Line Road, Rockford. 
Mrs. Philip Runyan, the owner, writes, "Swiss 
ancestors settled here in 1837 and members of 
the Karns family have lived here ever since. 
My father started farming it in 1912. I have two 
children and two grandchildren. Future farm
ing here looks good! " 

Ferdinand Shumm had this barn built in 
1912, at 12270 Township Line Road, Rockford. 
This barn is another one of the Rockford area 
barns which has the gable-roofed dormer above 
the double sliding doors. The ventilation is via 
the tri-part vents in both the dormer and the 
end wall, beneath the gambrel roof. This huge 
barn also has an addition to the back. The barn 
has been used for cattle, horse stalls, pigs, 
grain and hay storage; today the barn is used 
for grain storage, hay and straw, and imple
ment storage. (photo by S. Samples) 
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A double crib log barn is a rare sight in 
Mercer County. Two squares of logs were con
structed for two pens; then a roof was built 
across the two pens, leaving an equal amount of 
width between them. Today, very few log build
ings exist in Mercer County, and only one dou
ble crib log barn is known to still exist. This 
drawing is of the Homestead farm of Peter Dull 
in Dublin township, from the 1882 HISTORY OF 
VAN WERT AND MERCER COUNTIES, 
OHIO, on page 416. Peter Dull was born in 1800 
in Pennsylvania and came to Dublin Township 
in 1840. Both his sons served in the Civil War. 
Note, next to the log barn stands a newer barn, 
standing on stone pillars. Thus, it would appear 
that the log barn was built in the 1840's and the 
frame barn built later, sometime between 1840's 
and 1882. A smaller log building stands behind 
the frame barn. Note the rail fences in the 
foreground. Note the plow. 

A rail fence is a rare sight in Mercer 
County in the 1990's. However, in the 1890's, 
many rail fences were used to enclose fields 
around £he barn. This rail fence belongs to 
George Wilson, 5198 Shelley Road, Rockford. 
George is known for his tree farm, and his work 
in conservation. The site of Fort Adams (from 
the time of Anthony Wayne in the 1790's) is lo
cated on George Wilson's property, east of State 
Route 127, in Dublin Township. 



Ronald A. Obringer's barn, 11749 U.S. Route 
127, Mendon, was built prior to 1905 (by tax re
cords) by Milton and Clayborn Hays. The barn 
was used for dairy with milk stanchions, grain 
storage, horses, and a mow for hay and straw. 
Today, the barn is used for raising poultry, 
doves, and steers. The pond in front of the barn 
is filled with wildlife. 

David Jeremiah Obringer is standing in 
front of a unique set of posts and beams in his 
b~rn at 11749 U.S. Route 127. The post and beam 
to David's right are hand hewn. The post in the 
center shows evidence of the saw marks. The 
post at the right, also cut with a saw, shows an 
empty mortise, when a tenon of another beam 
fit there at one time. From the hand hewn 
beams to the saw cut beams shows progress, 
but even those beams are now no longer used in 
the pole barns of the 1990's. 
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David Obringer is seated on the main cross 
beam of the barn; this cross beam was hand 
hewn. At the wall behind him, a door has the old 
hinges and latch. What will ever become of 
these big old barns? Will David's Great Grand
children be able to climb the ladder and sit on 
this cross beam, or will their only knowledge of 
this barn be through photographs and the 
stories passed down? 



This barn stands on what is known as the 
"Asparagus Farm," a mile and a half north of 
Motor Inn, the intersection of Routes 33 and 127. 
This place was bought by Lester and Ramona 
Goings, 716 N. Washington, Van Wert, Ohio in 
1962. Formerly there were small buildings and 
a large home for the migrant workers. There 
was also a pea sheller for the area farmers. 
Verl Friedly and Don Shaffer farmed the farm 
until their retirement; now Tom Friedly con
tinues to farm it. They tell that Les and 
Ramona have been excellent landlords over the 
years. Five louvered vents are placed on the 
end wall, in the form of a triangle. Five lou
vered vents are also placed across the front of 
the barn, just beneath the roof eaves. In looking 
at this barn, one wonders if it had an addition to 
the left of the louvered windows, plus the shed 
roofed addition to the left end wall. Or, seeing 
the rectangular patches of white, in relation to 
the other louvered vents, one wonders if there 
were more louvered vents, but have been closed 
in over the years. Note, this barn stands on its 
original foundation of piers of flat stones. Poles 
brace the barn doors, not only to keep them 
closed, but also to keep the-wind from catching 
them and blowing them off the track. This is a 
grand old weathered barn. 

William Squier, well known local barn 
builder, built this barn in 1928 or 1929, at 10171 
State Route 118, Rockford. The red barn has its 
doors trimmed with white arches, and has a 
green gambrel _roof. The barn has been used for 
animals, hay, straw and machinery; today, the 
barn is used for machinery. 
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John and Libby Provci's barn, 11101 Lom
bard Road, Rockford, was built in the autumn 
of 1912 and finished New Year's Day 1913, by 
Lon Bice. The barn looks much as it did when it 
was built, without a lot of additions. The barn 
has been used to house cattle, horses, hay and 
grain, as well as machinery. Today, the barn is 
used to house machinery. John Williams gave 
this information to the Provci family. John said 
that Lon Bice also built his father's barn, which 
stood just to the south of Provci's place. 
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This red barn, with the white trim, and 
green gambrel roof, stands at 10820 Lombard 
Road, where K. and A. Bills live. The barn was 
built in the 1910's, and has been used for live
stock. Today, the barn is used to house machin
ery; it belongs to Jon Sidenbender, 10084 Eichar 
Road, Rockford. 



Casey Nuttle's barn, 10759 Lombard Road, 
Rockford, was built in 1912 by Lon Bice. (Lon 
Bice also built John Provci's barn at 11101 Lom
bard Road.) The barn has been used for live
stock, hay, straw and grain. The story is told, 
that when they were building the horse stall, 
they took the driving horse, "Old Dan" and put 
him in the stall to see if he would fit. This barn 
has always been red; the interior framing of the 
barn is pinned with wooden pins. 

A large red barn and a smaller white barn 
are standing on this photograph, for the farm at 
10741 Lombard Road, which farm belongs to 
Ken Myers, 11060 Lombard Road, Rockford. 
K.G. MYERS is written on the wall of the larger 
barn. This barn was here in 1906, when Ken 
came from Illinois during the depression; there 
was a mud lane and two families had lived at 
this place before Ken's arrival. The double 
doors and track are protected by vertical board 
overhang. The gambrel roof is made of slate. 
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The interior framing of Ken Myers' barn at 
10741 Lombard Road, is unique. This 60' x 40' 
barn has double bracing. Note how the cross 
beam has double inclined supports from the 
posts below. The back wall has this double 
brace as well as an A frame brace. In the 1947 
tornado, the cross beam in the mow, which is 8" 
x 8", was cracked; it is now braced. The tor
nado twisted the barn and knocked one brace 
out, when roof went off the white barn and hit it. 

This interior view is of the smaller white 
barn at Ken Myers' place at 10741 Lombard 
Road. This older barn had three grain bins, and 
a grain chute to the left; a corn crib was on the 
right side. The barn has a wooden floor. Note 
the hand hewn beams and wooden pins. 



This is another interior view of the smaller 
barn at Ken Myers' place, at 10741 Lombard 
Road. The roof of this barn went off in the 1947 
tornado, and hit the roof of the larger barn. 

Jon and Martha Sidenbender, 10084 Eichar 
Road, Rockford, own this attractive white barn, 
trimmed with arches around the doors and shut
ters next to the windows. Three lightning rods 
grace the ridge of the gambrel roof. The barn 
was built between 1910 and 1920 and was used 
for livestock production in the past; today the 
barn is used for a shop and grain storage. This 
barn has a feature, similar to other barns in 
Northern Mercer County, but rarely seen in 
southern Mercer County; that is the vertical 
board overhang which protects the track at the 
top of the double doors. 
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Richard Palmer was the first of the family 
to come to Mercer County; he came from 
Miami County, Ohio in 1834. This barn was built 
about 1870, at 5843 Mercer Road. Tom and Elza 
Palmer owned this barn, when this photograph 
was taken about 1907. The barn has been used 
for horses and livestock and now used for stor
age. Winifred Maurer, 5843 Mercer Road, Men
don, owns this land; the land has been in her 
family for four generations. Winifred's son, the 
fifth generation, farms the land. If one looks 
closely, one can see that this barn is two barns 
put together; two pairs of double doors are on 
the front of this barn. 

This weathered barn has a metal, gable 
roof, and two pairs of sliding doors on the front. 
One square window is located to the left side. A 
night light is attached to the right end wall. 
Today, 4-H cattle are housed in this barn, which 
belongs to Steve Bowen, 5934 Van Wert Mercer 
County Line Road, Rockford. 



This red barn, with white trim, stands in 
Dublin Township, and belongs to Paul and Faye 
Clay, 613 West Spring Street, Saint Marys, OH 
45885. This barn has been used to store farm 
produce and machinery. The green gambrel 
roof allows for more storage space in the mow. 
A window with four panes over four panes is lo
cated in the end wall at the peak of the roof. A 
shed-roofed addition has been made to the right 
of the barn. 

This gray barn, with the white doors and 
gambrel roof stands on Shindeldecker Road, 
just east of U.S. Rt. 127, and west of Tomlinson 
Road. The lightning rods are still standing tall 
on the roof ridge. Three windows are in the end 
wall, for light, and for mow entry. The barn be
longs to Paul Hays, 12448 U.S. 127, Rockford, 
OH 45882. 
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This barn was built for Steven A. Clay in 
1896; then it was passed down to Claude Clay 
Youngblutt, around 1942. All the materials for 
the barn were purchased in Chicago and sent 
per train to Rockford. In the past, this barn was 
used for stock, cows, horses, raising pigs, hay 
and straw storage, and machinery storage. This 
red barn has its doors trimmed with white 
arches; one window is located on the front side. 
The barn is used for machine storage, and is 
owned by Mary Youngblutt, 3765 Rockford West 
Road, Rockford. 

This barn stands on Route 707, just east of 
Route 127. T. PALMER, 1887, is lettered in the 
slate roof. Thomas Palmer was the uncle of 
Tom and Elza Palmer. These beautiful weath
ered old barns, with their slate roofs have lived 
beyond their usefulness; whatever will happen 
to them! It is cost prohibitive to put on a slate 
roof, as well as remodel the barn to fit the needs 
of today's farmers. The owner of this Palmer 
barn is Winifred Maurer, 5843 Mercer Road, 
Mendon. 



Susan Deitsch, 4146 St. Rt. 707, Rockford, 
owns this big barn. The white barn has two sets 
of double, sliding doors in front, as well as sev
eral four-paned windows, plus louvered vents. 
The dog house at the end, seems a miniature of 
the big barn. 

Sam Hays owned this barn, when it was 
built in 1890. This white barn has an addition 
with a shed roof to the left. The doors are neatly 
trimmed, and make for easy access to the barn. 
In the past, the barn was used for livestock; 
today the barn is used for machinery storage. 
Tom Hays, 4556 State Route 707, Rockford, owns 
this barn. 
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The date 1908 is in the roof of this three bay 
barn to identify the year the barn was built by 
Delbert Dietrich and neighbors. The barn has 
been used for cattle, horses and hay; today, it is 
used for hay and machine storage. The red barn 
is trimmed with white, with white arches on the 
doors. The pair of sliding doors has a diamond 
window in each door. Mr. Dietrich raised his 
family on this farm and later his daughter & 
son-in-law, Joseph & Opal Rhodes lived there 
for a number of years. In 1952 Charles and 
Romola Beougher moved to this farm and 
raised their four children. In 1981 the farm was 
purchased by their daughter and son-in-law, 
Jerry and Connie Sell, 12238 Smith Road, 
Rockford. The barn is located at Charles W. 
Beougher, Box 4789, State Route 707, Rockford. 
On the photograph is Charles W. Beougher, 
Blackie, the Lab, and Schwartzkopt, the cat. 

This barn was built before 1900 by the Char
lie Herman Family. The barn has been used as 
a horse barn. On this photograph are the previ
ous owners, Charlie and Hattie Herman. On the 
white barn, one can see the upper part of the 
stable door open, with its "Z" bracing. Two win
dows are in the lower part of the barn, while a 
window is at the peak of the mow. A windmill is 
located at the west corner of the barn, and can 
just barely be seen. Today, the barn is used for 
hogs, and is owned by Norman Dietrich, 4842 
State Route 707, Rockford. 



Donald and Linda Hays, 4931 State Route 
707, Rockford, own this barn. W. Keoppel, 1893, 
is in the slate roof, and states who owned the 
barn when it was built. In the past, the barn has 
been used for livestock. In the 1940's and 1950's, 
the barn was used to store equipment for a seed 
corn business. Today, the barn houses antique 
equipment. 

Richard B. Hays, 10767 Herman Road, 
Rockford, owns this white barn, with the brown 
trim. Four louvered windows and one glass
paned window are across the front. Brown 
arches brighten the white doors. A. Hays, iden
tifies Alan Hays, who built the barn in 1895. This 
barn may be the only barn in the county with a 
round cupola with a square base and the cone
shaped roof. Boone Shindeldecker redid the in
terior of the barn and made it into one of the 
first grade A milk set-ups in the area of Dublin 
Township. Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hays are 
standing in front of their barn, on this photo
graph. 
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Jim and Bev Blount own this barn at 5102 
State Route 707, Rockford. This white barn, 
with its gable roof, may have been built be
tween 1830 and 1850; it is put together with 
wooden pegs. The doors are trimmed with 
darker arches. A shed-roofed addition has been 
made to the left end. In the past, the barn has 
been used for stock and hay storage; today, the 
barn is used for storage. 

Robert L. Lloyd, 205 E. First, St., Box 265, 
Rockford, owns this barn, which stands at 4998 
Koepple Road. William Zizelman built this barn 
in 1904. The barn stored grain, cattle, and farm 
equipment. Anyone whoever grew up on a farm 
can appreciate the quiet of standing by this 
barn in the evening, and watching the sun· go 
down. 



OLD FASHIONED FARMERS 

The OLD FASHIONED FARMERS hold 
their exhibit of antique tractors and gasoline en
gines over Fourth of July Weekend, annually, at 
the Van Wert County Fairgrounds, on U.S. 
Route 127, Van Wert, Ohio. They also host a 
series of events and exhibits, including craft 
shows, tractor square dances, musical shows, 
children's events, antique tractor pulls, flea 
market, threshing wheat, hog roast, parade, 
auctioneer bid calling contest, chainsaw 
sculpture, and more. 

The first show of the Old Fashioned Farm
ers was held in 1976 on the Clay farm northeast 
of Rockford. The show consisted of some of 
Paul Clay and Merlin Winer's old equipment 
being pulled out along the lane, and some wheat 
being threshed. Approximately twenty people, 
Paul, Merlin, and their friends, were then 
treated to a Thresherman's meal prepared by 
Mrs. Clay and Mrs. Winer. That first show had 
two exhibitors and about ten or twelve pieces of 
equipment. 

In 1978 the Rockford Lions Club helped by 
sponsoring the show and it was increased to a 
two day affair. Larger amounts of equipment 
were displayed, a food stand was added, and 
some entertainment was added. The show con
tinued with the Lions Club sponsorship through 
1982 when the Old Fashioned Farmers Associa
tion was formed. The club was formed with 
charter member families. Many of us re
member that cold October night we first met in 
the machine shed at the Clay farm to start or- · 
ganizing this great group. 

The annual show kept growing each year as 
we added new members and displays. Flea 
markets were added, antique trucks were dis
played, and new things were tried. The club has 
acted as host for the 1985 Ohio State Plowing 
Association competition, had hot air balloon lift
offs, and many varied activities. In 1987 the 
club made one of the biggest decisions to move 
from the Clay Farm at Rockford to the Van 
Wert County Fairground. This decision was a 
hard one to make after all the wonderful years 
on the farm, but it was felt that if the organiza
tion was to continue to grow this move must be 
made. The move paid off as expected; the club 
grew from 37 exhibitors in 1986 to 124 exhibitors 
in 1987. 

The club has had some very rare and un
usual exhibits on display in the years at Van 
Wert, including the only Wallis Bear tractor 
known to exist, the 120 horsepower Reeves 
steam engines, and the 1924 Case Roadster au
tomobile, the only restored Case Roadster in the 
world, and one of only two known to exist. Past 
shows have displayed 60 horsepower single cy
linder Patton Bros. engine, a 1928 Caterpillar 
tractor and Caterpillar pull type combine, and a 
large display of antique trucks and cars as the 
club hosts a rally in conjunction with the Ameri-
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can Historical Truck Society, Black Swamp 
Chapter. Over the years this small one day, two 
man show has grown to an organization of 
about 220 members and three full days of work, 
fun, and fellowship; from ten pieces of equip
ment to over 750 pieces. Those interested in 
joining this organization OLD FASHIONED 
FARMERS may sign up for Membership at the 
Fourth of July Weekend Exhibit at the Van 
Wert County Fairgrounds each summer. 

Don Salway is cutting wheat with a cradle 
scythe. (This was used before binders.) 

Harvey ( Corky) Brown and Lowell Lewis 
are binding the wheat with a binder. Harvey is 
driving a 1937 "A" John Deere. 



Another view of No. 2 

Shocking wheat are Lowell Lewis, Don Sal
way, Eldon Fuhrman, Harvey (Corky) Brown, 
Mike O'Rourke, Marlin Oechsle, Bernie Poe, 
Hal Parrish. 

Dennis Straw, son and daughter, shocking 
wheat. 

50 

Merlin Winer threshing wheat with an 
A very Thresher. 

Paul Uhlenhake, 1936 International WK 40 
(summer 1982) 

Jim Uhlenhake, Paul's son, 1936 Interna
tional WK 40 (July 1992) 



Ed Brush and his father Noel Brush (sum
mer 1983) 

Merlin Winer and Paul Clay, Belle City 
Threshing Machine. (summer 1983) 

1945 Farman IA, driven by Mary Ann Sal
way. Waldo Thomas on the trailer with two of 
his stationary engines; an Economy and a John 
Deere. 
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Harold Schroer, Farmall H, 1947. 

Don and Mary Harris, 1933 Farmall F12, 
Waukesha, was built 1933-1934; only a few were 
made until International got its own engine per
fected. 

Hal Parrish, International Cub, 1949. 



Joe Hertel and Grandchildren Bryce and 
Amber Wiseman, John Deere, Model D., 502 
Cui., 2 cyl., 1952. 

Alvin Alig, 1936 A John Deere. 

1917 Frick Steam Traction Engine; weight 7 
tons, 12 horse power on draw bar, 36 horse 
power on belt, built in Waynesboro, PA. Engine 
owned jointly by Willis Lehmann, Duane Clegg, 
and Bill Clegg. 
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Gary, Diane, Jeff and Jenny Fullenkamp, 
1939 H, John Deere. 

Harvey Corky Brown, Farman (C) 1951. 

Harvey Corky Brown, John Deere (L), 1937 



Don Hays, 1938 Silver King "R 66" 

Don Hays, 1930 John Deere "GP" 

Kent Leising, 1941 SC Case 
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Terry Muhlenkamp, Roger Braun, Greg 
(Woody) Borger, Matt Gilmore, Mary Jo 
Schmitt, Theresa Bruns, and Zeno (Sam) 
Homan in front. Gasoline Engine Exhibit. 

Ron and Brian Gruss, 1936 Farman, F20, 
with buck rake. 

Ron Gruss, 1948 Minneapolis Moline "Z". 



Lowell Lewis, 1935, F 20 Farman. 

Lowell Lewis, 1941-2 Allis Chalmers C. The 
Mercer County Fairboard bought this new, 
about 50 years ago. It was used to care for the 
racetrack, and to cut the grass at the fair
ground. Lowell Lewis now uses the tractor to 
cut grass; he has owned it since 1970. 

Wayne Lacy, 1947 Oliver 70. 
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Rick Muhlenkamp, 1953 Massey Harris, 44 
Special. 
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Jeff Fullenkamp and Doug Hays, carrying 
The Mercer County Historical Society banner; 
getting ready for the Lake Festival Parade in 
1992. 

Alvin Alig, John Deere "LA", approxi
mately 1943-1944. 



Dean Stegaman, helping at the Museum, 
Celina Lake Festival 1993. 

These three ladies are the wives of the 
families which have hosted tractors at the 
Museum for 16 years. Back row: Diane Fullen
kamp, Linda Hays, and Marilyn Gruss. Front 
row: Tami Metz (a friend), Julie Fullenkamp, 
Danielle Hays, Diane Hays. 1993 Celina Lake 
Festival at the Mercer Co. Historical Museum, 
Celina. 
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Doyt Stegaman with Allis Chalmers WC 
1942. 

Kelly Gruss and Trisha Gruss with A.C. 
"B" 1938. 

Doug Hays with Allis Chalmers WC 1935. 



David Neate standing in front of Corky 
Brown's 1937 John Deere A. 

Maurice Dowler standing with his 1955 John 
Deere 40. 

John Caywood with his engines; 1993 Lake 
Festival. 
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Marilyn Neate, driving Lowell Lewis's John 
Deere H in Celina Lake Festival Parade, 1993. 

Roger Ricketts, with his 1950 Oliver Row 
Crop 88. 

Don Salway with his 1945 Farman B and 
Mary Ann Salway with her 1945 Farman A. 



Joe Hertel with his 1950 Oliver 66 at the 
Mercer Co. Museum, during 1993 Celina Lake 
Festival. 

Les Norris, with his son, sitting on his 1951 
Farman H at 1993 Celina Lake Festival at the 
Mercer County Historical Museum. 

Paul Clay, with the I.H. Hay Press, (hay 
baler), 1933, which belongs to Dick Germann, at 
the Mercer Co. Museum, during 1993 Celina 
Lake Festival. 
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WILLIAM SQUIRES 
BARN BUILDER 

William Squires was one of the "Barn Buil
ders" of Mercer County. William Squires built 
the barn, which belongs to Basil E. Davis, 5009 
Shelley Road, Rockford, in 1919; in 1948 a tor
nado took off the self-supporting roof of Davis' 
barn, and the present roof was added. Other 
barns built by Squires were as follows: Murph 
Knapke's barn, 7541 Fleetfoot Road; Richard 
Schleucher's barn, 2906 Frahm Pike; Steven 
Siebert's barn, 1918, 4570 Oregon Road; the 
barn at 10171 State Route 118, 1928-29; and 
Luther Martz's barn, 10100 State Route 118, 
Rockford, 1900. Mr. Bill Squires remodeled 
Leon Hanni's barn, 3373 Hone Weir Road, 
eighty-five years ago when Arthur Miller owned 
the barn. William Squires probably built many 
other barns, but these are the ones which were 
identified as his, when the barns were turned in 
to the Mercer County Historical Society for this 
book. 

Bill's BP, Complete Auto Service Center, is 
located at 205 North Main Street, Rockford. On 
the photograph, left to right, is Bill Severt; 
Doug Severt, Bill's son; and Cecil Ballord. They 
are standing in front of the 1980 GMC Tow 
Truck. 



ROCKFORD CARNEGIE LIBRARY 

The Rockford Library Association, under 
the leadership of Mrs. W.T. Barbour, helped set 
up library service in Rockford in January of 
1902. Members of this association were required 
to pay dues of $1.00 per year. This money, along 
with funds raised through socials and entertain
ments, was to furnish the finances necessary to 
start the library service. 

By 1903 a room had been secured, equipped, 
and with books borrowed from the State Li
brary or donated, the library was opened. The 
village council appropriated money to help with 
expenses. In 1905 a regular librarian was em
ployed for $.50 a day. Mrs. D.C. Kinder was 
selected and held this position for 29 years. In 
1906 the library was opened free to residents of 
Rockford, with non-residents paying $1.00 a 
year for library service. 1;3y 1910 the library was 
free to all residents of Dublin Township. 

At this time a representative from the State 
Library, Miss Mary Downey, suggested the lib
rarian request money from Andrew Carnegie to 
build a library. A $10,000.00 grant was received 
from Carnegie and the library was built on the 
present site. The building was opened on May 1, 
1913. The library was doubled in size in 1969 
when an addition was put on the back of the 
building. 

The library was organized under the School 
Board plan in 1927. Those serving as librarian/ 
director have been: Mrs. Mary Kinder (1905-
1934), Mrs. Vida Smith (1934-1940), Mrs. Elsie 
Keopple (1940-1950), Mrs. Ethel McSherry 
(1950-1972), Mrs. Harriet Pugh (1972-1974), Miss 
Marcia Winscott (1975-1988), Ms. Deborah Will
iams (1988-1989), and Mrs. Rozann Maurer 
(1989-present). 

Members of the Board of Trustees in 1993: 
Mark Rutledge, Marcia Stansbury, Aurelia 
Grieshop, Zona Shindeldecker, Phillip Reyman, 
James Gibson, and Evelyn Beerbower. Robert 
Maurer serves as clerk-treasurer and employ
ees are Rebecca Stephenson and Nancy Salway. 

58 

THOMAS M. SANTANELLO, D.O. 

Thomas M. Santanello, D.O. has his office 
located at 221 South Main Street, Rockford, 
Ohio 45882. Dr. Santanello not only serves fam
ily medicine, he also provides the medical serv
ices for sports medicine; rehabilitation of 
sports related injuries and industrial injuries; 
peripheral nerve surgery, ( Carpal Tunnel Syn
drome, etc.) ; spinal and neurological disorders, 
including chronic head, neck, and back pain. 

Dr. Thomas Santanello grew up in a 
predominantly Italian neighborhood in Provi
dence, R.I. and was awarded an athletic schol
arship to Notre Dame University, from which 
he was graduated with a Bachelor of Science in 
Biology in 1974. He earned his medical degree 
from the University of New England in Maine 
in 1982. During High School he was an all state 
baseball player, and later he played football for 
Notre Dame, boxed in Golden Gloves competi
tion and performed for Philadelphia in the 
World Football League. He had wanted to be a 
neurosurgeon, but while he was performing his 
residency at Grandview Hospital in Dayton, he 
studied under a sports specialist and worked 
with the University of Dayton Football Team. 
He also was working in three hospital 
emergency rooms in the Dayton area. "Eventu
ally," Dr. Santanello stated, "I just burned out. 
I found I did not like the big city and its prob
lems. People were stabbed right outside of the 
hospital." 

Dr. Santanello negotiated a contract with 
Community Hospital at Coldwater, and worked 
for a month at the Community Medical Center 
in Celina. Dr. Santanello liked the area, and ac
cepted Community Hospital's offer to practice 
in Rockford. 

He provides a wide variety of services for 
all types of area athletes, from football to gym
nastics, etc. 

Susan, Dr. Santanello, T.J., Gina, Tianna, 
and Alanna. 



Bolton's Motor Inn 

Bolton's Motor Inn, Inc. is located at the intersection of U.S. Rt. 33 
and U.S. Rt. 127 at Mercer, Ohio. It is owned by Richard and Shirley 
Bolton and employs approximately forty people with both full and part
time jobs, many of whom have been long-time employees at this same 
location. 

Motor Inn has been a part of the community for many years, the pre
sent building being constructed in 1954, and is well know for good 
home cooked meals, along with friendly service in the restaurant. 
Although it serves many truckers, it also caters to both the traveler and 
the local families. 

In addition to good food at the restaurant, Motor Inn has added a 
convenience store to accommodate the customers in need of a snack 
item or other merchandise needs, such as bread and milk, etc. Also 
available are both gasoline and diesel fuel. 

The owners and employees very much enjoy being a part of the com
munity, and look forward to serving the public for many years to come. 

Motor Inn shift supervisor Don 
Hays, Shirley and Richard Bolton, own
ers (front), Greg Bolton, maintenance 
supervisor (back left), and Ted 
Ballinger, fuel manager (back right) 
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Motor Inn's Restaurant Manager, 
Bea Sattler (center) and long-time 
employees Alice Bruns (left) and Helen 
Davis (right) 



Shane Hill Nursing Home 

Shane Hill Nursing Home, 1978 

Shane Hill Nursing Home, RR #3, Rockford, 
Ohio was founded by Olen C. Ransbottom and his 
son-in-law John L. Smith. The original fifty bed 
unit was built in 1971 with open house held 
December 12, 1971 and the first patients taken on 
December 16, 1971. The home was soon full and a 
continual waiting list prompted the building of an 
additional fifty beds. The new addition was opened 
in May 1976. 

Olen Ransbottom had been a life-long resident 
of the Rockford area, and had been in the dairy 
business some 39 years. Following a heart attack in 
1970, Olen sold his dairy business which was 
known as Ranny's Home Dairy. John Smith had 
been in the nursing home business since 1964. He, 
and his mother, Florence Smith were in business 
together in the Smith Nursing Home in Rockford. 
Smith Nursing Home was founded in 1961 by 
Florence Smith and her late husband Rev. Harry L. 
Smith. Rev. Smith passed away in late 1961. Smith 
Nursing Home was closed in 1976 at the time that 
the new addition to Shane Hill Nursing Home was 
opened. 

Shane Hill Nursing Home was incorporated in 
1971. The original officers of the corporation were: 
Olen C. Ransbottom - President, Nancy A. Smith 
- Vice-President, Mildred 0. Ransbottom -
Secretary, and John L. Smith - Treasurer. Each 
officer owned one-fourth of the stock of the busi
ness. Olen Ransbottom passed away in 1977 and 
his stock was divided evenly among his three chil
dren, Thomas, Robert, and Nancy. 

The nursing home was placed on five acres of 
land which belonged to Olen Ransbottom. The land 
had previously belonged to his parents. Clifford L. 
and Charmie A. Ransbottom. The land was the 
highest land and nearest town and had frontage on 
State Route 118. 

The name for Shane Hill was decided upon by 
the family after thinking of many possibilities. The 
Shane came from. the history of the community as 
Anthony Shane founded Rockford. Rockford had 
previously been known as Shane's Crossing and 
later Shanesville. The Hill part came from the fact 
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Left: John and Nancy Smith. Right: Olen and 
Mildred Ransbottom. 

that it was the high ground of the Ransbottom farm 
and was always called the hill. A good part of the 
hill was lost while leveling the land to build upon. 

Shane Hill is one of the few individual family 
owned and operated one hundred bed nuring homes 
· in a day of large corporations and chain operations. 
The motto "Shane Hill Care is a Family Affair" was 
originated by Olen Ransbottom. He was known 
within the community for his sayings and home 
spun poetry. The family affair thought was brought 
out to emphasize the personalized operation of the 
home. 

The home provides 6 private rooms, 4 7 semi
private rooms, and an isolation room, making 100 
beds plus the isolation room available. Shane Hill 
provides 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Care. The home 
has six lounges, two dining rooms, beauty and bar
ber shop, therapy, three patio areas, and activity 
areas. Activities include weekly Protestant and 
Catholic services, crafts and ceramics, card parties, 
bingo, sing-a-longs, Bible study, exercises, and 
other activities. Special events are held such as 
Mother and Daughter Tea, Father and Son 
Banquet, 4th of July Picnic, Halloween Party, 
Christmas Party, and at other holiday times. 
Complete dietary services are provided as well as 
laundry service. 

Visiting hours are open so that friends and 
loved ones can visit at their convenience. Each 
room has a restroom, closets, nurse call system, 
individual control of heat, and other conveniences. 
The home has its own well and sewage system. 
There is ample parking area for employees and 
guests. 

The staff includes 80 employees to care for the 
100 residents. John Smith has served as 
Administrator and Mary King as Director of 
Nursing since the home began operation in 1971. 

Shane Hill became a realty because of a con
cern for a better life for those who must look tooth
ers. The desire of the Ransbottom and the Smiths 
is that this personal care always be a prime con
cern of all persons involved. 



King Brothers 
Restaurant 

King Brothers Restaurant, 157 North Main 
Street, Rockford, officially opened April 1, 1993. 
Pictured above (left to right) are the owners/man
agers Tony and Sandy King, with partner Bob 
King. The King Brothers Restaurant features small 
town service with a big city taste. The King family 
is betting that casual, relaxed dining and a family 
barbecue recipe spell success in the restaurant 
business. "People can go to Fort Wayne for ribs and 
sit in elegance, but they can get the same thing 
here and leave the coat and tie at home," Tony King 
commented. 

The establishment currently employs six full 
time and six part time employees. Both brothers 
had experience in the _restaurant and bar business 
prior to their venture in downtown Rockford. 
Opening a family style restaurant, Tony explained, 
was an opportunity to be creative: "After seeing 
everyone else's mistakes (in the restaurant busi
ness), I had a good idea of what not to do." 

A driving force behind launching the restau
rant, he added, has been his wife and general man
ager, Sandy. ''We call her the third King brother; 
without her the restaurant would not be running as 
smooth as it is now. We call her the Boss." 

Support for the restaurant also came from 
other family members and townspeople who helped 
with the building renovation, King reported. 

King Bros., open from 8:00 AM. to 2:30 AM., 
Monday through Saturday, and 8:00 AM. to 10:00 
P.M. Sunday, offers a full menu. The customer can 
order biscuits and gravy anytime; and a complete 
bar service, from cocktails to beer, is available. 

The King family invites the public to have a 
good time and good food together. 
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Rockford Ohio 
Post Office 

The settlement's first post office was opened in 
1838 with William Hedges, postmaster. This office 
was located on Franklin Street, midway between 
Front and Columbia Streets, later moved to West 
Market Street. 

The records show that in 1885 postal rates 
were: first class mail, 2c per oz. for drop letters at 
free delivery or le per oz. for drop letters at offices 
with no free delivery; 2nd class mail (newspapers 
and periodicals) le per pound. 

For many years a list of unclaimed letters were 
published in the local paper at the beginning of 
each month. 

Notice appeared February 11, 1910 that: 
Hereafter the Post Office will no longer be open on 
Sunday mornings, but will be kept open on 
Saturday evenings until after the arrival of the 
night train and distribution of that mail. 

Postal savings system was inaugurated in 
December of 1911 and the six rural routes in 
Rockford were reduced to five. 

The Post Office moved to its present location in 
1938 from the Davis Room now occupied by 
Brandt's Cleaners. In 1990 the office was remod
eled and expanded. 

The Rockford office now has four rural route 
carries: Fran Miller, Route 1, Martha Sidenbender, 
Route 2, Carol Lugabihl, Route 3 and John 
Fritzinger, Route 4. 

The present postmaster, Michael A Ringer, 
began his duties on January 14, 1993. Clerks are 
Deb Matthews and Larry McDonough. 



Family Medicine 
Associates 

Family Medicine Associates, Inc. began 
as a sole proprietorship for the practice of 
medicine by Jerry D. Sell, M.D. on July 13, 
1979, with six employees. The practice began 
with a large population of patients from the 
practice of Dr. R. D. Bradrick who had been 
practice for twenty years prior that time, 
and decided to devote his energies to emer
gency medicine and anesthesia. 

Dr. Sell had grown up in the Rockford 
community, graduated from Parkway High 
School, and married Constance Beougher of 
Rockford. Having spent thirteen years away 
from the community during service in the 
U.S. Army and during college, medical 
school, and residency they felt a strong 
desire to return and practice medicine. It 
was that in mind that Dr. Sell chose the spe
cialty of family medicine. After graduating 
from Ohio State University and completing 
residency training at St. Elizabeth Hospital 
in Dayton, Ohio he and his wife returned 
with their two children to Rockford. 

He and Tom Schumm were sold the prop
erty on the corner of Main and Second 
Streets by Lela Dudgeon. The current build
ing has been expanded since it was original
ly built by Bruns Construction Company 
from St. Henry. The medical office expanded 
to allow for the needed room required for Dr. 
Jeffrey Easley who joined the practice in 
July 1990. 

Dr. Easley grew up in Winamac, Ind. and 
graduated from Indiana University School of 
Medicine and also completed his residency at 
St. Elizabeth Hospital, Dayton. Dr. Easley 
and his wife Michelle Fellinger, who is from 
Huntington, Ind. and their three children 
enjoy living in this area and serving the 
practice. With the addition of another physi
cian and X ray facilities the number of 
employees grew to fifteen. 

Both physicians are certified in the spe
cialty of Family Practice, a specialty devoted 
to the care of the entire patient and family. 
The scope of practice includes adult and 
pediatric medical diseases, minor orthope
dics, obstetrics, geriatrics, dermatology, 
minor psychiatry, industrial and sports med
icine. 
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Tu.way Products 

Company 

TUWAY PRODUCTS COMPANY is locat
ed at 191 East Pearl Street, Rockford, Ohio 
45882. The President CEO is James Koester. 
TUWAY is the manufacturer of industrial 
and institutional cleaning products. TUWAY 
manufactures dust mops, wet mops, carpet 
bonnets, hand dusters, and finish applica
tors of all varieties and sizes. The products 
are made with cotton and synthetic yarns 
using polyester and cotton duck. They also 
manufacture metal and plastic frames using 
wood, aluminum, and fiberglass handles. 
TUWAY markets their products throughout 
the United States; they also export to many 
countries. 

TUWAY PRODUCTS was founded by 
Otto T. Schaefer in 1932 with a plant in 
Detroit, Michigan. Another plan was opened 
at Rockford, Ohio in the mid 1940's. By 1970, 
all the manufacturing was moved to the 
Rockford plant. Tuway was acquired by the 
current owners on May 1, 1983. They also 
acquired American Textile Products in 
Baltimore, Maryland and the company was 
changed to "TUWAY AMERICAN GROUP." 
TUWAY now operates manufacturing facili
ties in Rockford, Ohio and Baltimore, 
Maryland. World Headquarters are located 
in Troy, Michigan. TUWAY employees 
include approximately 100 factory and 
administrative personnel. TUWAY has 
always been known for quality and innova
tion. 



Union Township, Mercer County, Ohio 
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* This page was sponsored by the Mercer County Historical Society for the convenience of those who wish to tour Union 

Township roads, to see the big barns and to appreciate our rural heritage. 

** This map was printed by permission of Spectrum Map Publishing, Inc., 909 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202. 
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Jacob Alexander Tingley built this barn, 
and his house, in 1900. Jacob Tingley is the 
grandfather of James Tingley, who lives at this 
residence today, 12541 Tomlinson Road, 
Rockford. This barn housed steers, hogs, sheep 
and horses until 1917. The barn was remodeled 
in 1917 for twelve dairy cows. Again in 1950, the 
barn was remodeled for more dairy. Today, the 
barn is used for hay storage and some machin
ery. This photograph and story is found on page 
477, HISTORY OF MERCER COUNTY, OHIO, 
1907. This elegant barn was topped with three 
cupolas with louvered vents. The front and sides 
of the barn also had louvered vents for ventila
tion. Above the double doors, there were two 
round windows, sometimes called haloes win
dows. The windpump stands proud in front of 
the barn. Jacob Tingley was proud of his barn 
and had his family stand in front, with the 
horses, for their photograph. 

This English barn with its red paint, and 
green gable roof stands at 12034 Tomlinson 
Road, Mendon. The barn is owned by Nola 
Drake of Toledo, Ohio. 
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In the early 1900's, Lou Ross owned this 
farm at 6586 Ross Road, Rockford. 0.0. Why
man was the next owner, followed by William 
Milhouse. In 1951, Sam Galloway bought the 
farm. 

Irvin Butler owns this barn at 6891 Ross 
Road, Route #2, Rockford. This red barn has its 
barn doors trimmed with white arches. The 
green gambrel roof is topped by three lightning 
rods. In 1952, Irvin Butler bought this place 
from Peter F. Diebert. In the past, he had dairy 
cattle. He had fed steers and just sold them, 
just before the 1978 Blizzard. He has grain 
stored in the hay mow. 



Sarah Wilken owns this barn at 8320 
Mercer-Van Wert County Line, Venedocia, Ohio 
45894. G. W. Sill owned the barn when it was 
built in 1912. For the foundation, the sand pit 
was here on the farm. The carpenter was Jim 
Burnett. They used to have the barn full of hay, 
with horses and cows. The tract is still in the 
barn which was used to move the hay up into 
the mows. They used slats and rope slings to 
pull the hay from the wagon to the mow. Will
iam and Osie Swygart bought the farm after 
Mr. Sill died. Today, their daughter Sarah Wil
kin owns this property. The red barn, has some 
white trim on the barn, with the black gambrel 
roof. This is one of the very few barns which 
has a rectangular window in both of the sliding 
doors. 

This is the George and Thomas Mayes barn, 
located at 7226 St. Rt. 117, Rockford. Billie Em
mands bought this place, when he was married 
about eighty some years ago. This barn is about 
110 years old. This red barn, with its gambrel 
roof, has served its owners. The basketball rim 
on the wall shows that children have enjoyed 
the barn over the years. 
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This barn was built about 1875 by James 
Clover who was mustered out of the Civil War 
in 1864. Clover's family came from Virginia. 
Scott Garwick is a great, great grandson of 
James Clover. Other farm buildings were a gra
nary, hog house, wood house, smoke house, and 
an ice house. The windmill pumped cool water 
into a cooling tank for milk and butter. On the 
photograph, the barn has a cupola with lou
vered vents on the sides. Johnnie and Billie 
Quilling, hired hands, are pictured with their 
dogs. A horse and cart are to the right side of 
the barn. The barn was torn down .in 1985. 

Roy McDorman, 7905 State Route 117, Men
don, owns this red barn, which stands at 7938 
State Route 117. In the past, the barn was used 
for milk cows and hogs. Today, the barn is used 
for storage. 



This huge barn was built by George F. 
(1851-1935) and Mary Olida Griffin (1855-1933). 
The dimensions of the barn are 100 feet in 
length, 50 feet in width, and fifty feet to the 
peak of the roof. In 1900, it cost $800 to build the 
barn to the (square) - no roof! This barn has 
a gambrel roof, with four gable-roofed dormers. 
A pent roof is to the side, where the wagon and 
horses are standing. The doors have a ribbon of 
small windows across the top. (Note the other 
buildings in the old photograph, from the 1907 
HISTORY OF MERCER COUNTY, page 531.) 
Lyn McMichael, 8871 St. Rt. 117, lives at this 
place today. 

The barn at 8871 St. Rt. 117, which was built 
by George Griffin in 1900, now has belonged to 
Lowell McMichael since 1966. Lowell 
~cMichael lives at 537 N. Broadway, Spencer
ville, Ohio 45887, and his oldest son Lyn 
McMichael resides where the barn is located. In 
1975, the bottom part of the barn was going bad, 
so the lower four feet of the barn was cut off, 
and sat on concrete blocks. This beautiful old 
barn still retains its four dormers and the pent 
roof to the side. 
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George Griffin and his family lived in this 
log home on the homestead farm, from 1897, 
until he built his home, and moved in, in 1902, at 
8871 St. Rt. 117. (This log home was built by 
Claudius Griffin in 1839, when he married 
Elizabeth Arnold.) 

Talbie Derossett, 6300 Shelley Road, Men
don, owns this barn. The red barn is trimmed in 
white, with a gable roof topped with lightning 
rods. 



This is a famous barn . . . it was the home 
of Elmer, the cross-eyed cat, who went to Hol
lywood in 1958, and starred on the Millionaire 
Show! Edna Hamilton, 7251 Hamilton Road, 
Mendon, owns this barn, which was built in the 
1800's. The front part is hewed timber, the mid
dle is sawed timber and the back part was 
added on in the late 1950's. The barn was used 
as a livery stable until 1918, then a poultry 
house, and was a livestock auction 1931 to 1970. 
It is used as a stockyard today. 

Larry and Betty Hamilton, 10470 Celina
Mendon Road, Mendon, own this barn. The barn 
was built in the 1800's, by J.P. Patterson. The 
barn is 36 feet by 100 feet, with a shed on the 
north end. The south half of the barn is hewed 
timber arid the north half is sawed timber. The 
south half is a bank barn, with a bridge. The 
block hog house was built in 1914 by A.C. Pre
sho. The hog house is 24 feet by 48 feet, with a 
cement floor, hay mow, drilled well, and chim
ney. It was built at a cost of $400. This aerial 
view shows the red barn, with its double doors 
trimmed with white arches. The bank, with the 
bridge under it, is visible, and one can see the 
slope of the hill behind the barn. 
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A picturesque barn sets quietly in the 
springtime after serving a lifetime as a working 
barn. Kenneth F. Dutton, 12235 Dutton Road, 
Rockford, owns this barn, where Tom and Char
lotte Dutton live, at 12348 Dutton Road. The 
north end of this weathered old barn has 
flagstone for the foundation. Tom built the south 
end about 1928; the south end has a poured ce
ment foundation. Inside the barn, one can see 
the old wooden pegged posts and beams, which 
supported the barn when it was used for general 
farming and livestock. 

E.N. DRAKE, 1901, is written on the roof 
which tells the story of who built the barn and 
when! James M. and Jeanne Sprague, 12029 
Dutton Road, Rockford, own this beautiful, old 
barn. 



The east end of the Sprague barn gives one 
a feeling for how big this barn really is. The 
door to the haymow is dropped down, almost as 
if it is ready for the next hay season. This barn 
housed work horses, milked dairy cattle; loose 
hay was stored in the haymow (the hay fork 
still hangs in the mow). The barn has a corn 
crib on one end which was probably used to 
store ear corn. 

An interior view of the barn shows the huge 
cross beams, which are pinned with wooden 
pins, into the vertical posts. Today, the barn 
houses a pony, and sometimes feeder calves, 
and stores baled hay in the mow. The barn is 
used to garage tractors where work horses used 
to be; and has a combine and baler in the barn. 
The Spragues also use part of the barn as a ga
rage for their cars. 
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Another interior view of the Sprague barn. 
They were told that part of the lumber to build 
the accompanying house was dried in the mow 
of this barn. 

The barn which stands at 6057 State Route 
707, Mendon, originally belonged to Lida 
Palmer Fireoved. The barn was most likely 
built about 1920. She had it built to replace a 
barn that had burned. The barn was used for 
hay storage, and shelter for cows, horses and 
machinery storage. Today, the barn is used for 
machinery storage, and a shelter for goats, don
keys and horses. The present owner is Lida 
Palmer Fireoved's great grandson, Clifford 
Howick, and Dorothy Garwick. 



This attractive red barn, trimmed in white, 
with its gambrel roof, was built around 1900. It 
was used for milking cows and some hogs have 
been raised in it. Today, Wayne R. Miller, 6912 
State Route 707, Mendon, lives at this quiet 
place in the country. The barn belongs to his 
sister, Ron and Betty Simons, 15019 Fackler 
Road, Monroeville, Indiana 46773. 

This barn was in the village of Mendon, on 
the corner of Walnut and Wayne Streets; Cecil 
Hamilton, 192 West Walnut, Mendon, owns this 
property. The Ciel Heppeard owned this prop
erty several years ago. The barn was built in 
the late 1800's; the beams were mortised and 
wooden pegged. The siding was put on with 
square nails. The barn was used to house some 
livestock, and a threshing machine. This barn 
was torn down in July and August of 1990, in 
order to put up a new car garage. 
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This barn was built, with a gambrel roof, 
for David Fireoved in 1898, with Ed Clay as the 
carpenter. The barn was used for livestock, hay 
and straw storage. This barn belongs to Wayne 
E. Fireoved, 11630 State Route 707, Mendon and 
is now used for machinery storage and a work
shop for repairing farm machinery, by a fourth 
generation of the Fireoved family. 

This barn belongs to John F. and Jean 
Adams, 11750 State Route 707, Mendon. They 
purchased the farm in 1951. One side of the barn 
has had hewn beams that were put together 
with wooden pegs. The other side of the barn 
with sawed timbers was probably added to the 
original structure. The section with the hand 
hewn timbers is probably a century old. The 
barn has been used for raising hogs and cattle, 
and for storage for hay and straw and farm 
machinery. The Adams family added a cement 
feeding floor for hogs on the back side in the 
early 1960's. They also use the barn for straw 
storage and farm machinery storage. 



Grace Rolsten, 12295 S.R. 707, Mendon owns 
this barn. The white barn, has a ribbon of win
dows across the double doors. Two ventilators 
set proudly on the ridge of the gambrel roof. 
Since the barn was painted, it is now called 
"Family Acres" which is on the barn. The barn 
was used for dairy and hay storage in the past. 
This barn is over a century old. 

Emanuel and Cecile Backey own this barn 
which is two and one-half miles north of Men
don, at 12384 State Route 707. When they pur
chased the farm in 1947, Verl Clay told them 
that the grandfather Ben Van Eman loaned 
money to help build said barn. The barn was 
built in the 1880's by John R. Fryer, and used 
for horses, cattle, and sheep. Today, they use 
the barn for machinery. 

John Fryer married Elizabeth Griffin in 
1865; this is a view of their farm in the 1900 
MERCER COUNTY ATLAS. In 1991, the farm 
belongs to Emanuel and Cecile Backey, 12384 
State Route 707, Mendon. Cecile is related to the 
original owners. Compare the photograph with 
today's photograph and see that the barn has 
changed little. 
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A LONELY BARN was situated on the 
north side of Route 33 at the corner of Sites 
Road, on what was formerly the Rezin Webb 
Farm. "A granddaughter" Mrs. Mae Cain Dick, 
daughter of Joseph and Ida Bell Webb Cain, had 
this barn built on her farm, probably in the 
early 1940's. My three brothers and I spent 
many hours with our grandparents, Ira and 
Mariah Webb, watching from the south side of 
Route 33, as this magnificent barn was being 
built. I remember the joy each day as the work 
of the carpenters ( unknown now) progressed. 
Thru the years, this barn was the home of a few 
milk cows and a couple horses, and a shelter for 
farm machinery and hay in the loft. Although 
not an old barn, the years of weather began to 
take its toll on it. Finally, in need of much re
pair, and really not needed to store hay or farm 
machinery or stock on the farm, the destiny of 
this magnificent barn was inevitable. But until 
the very last day, it stood very proud. So, forty 
some years later, on a beautiful summer even
ing in August 1989, I sat alone on the south side 
of Route 33, sadly watching from the same door 
and window of my home, which was the home of 
my grandparents and great grandmother, Mrs. 
Rezin Webb, as this magnificent barn was being 
bulldozed down and burned so the ground could 
be farmed. This barn was the last building on 
the farm to be torn down. Now, in June 1991, 
only the well pump stands across from my 
house as witness to any life and buildings ever 
being there. Since the death of Mrs. Dick, the 
farm is owned by her nephew, Frederick Cain, 
6420 Oregon Road, and his son William Cain. 
(Picture and story by Mrs. Helen M. Flore 
Parker.) 



Dick and Marilyn Hesse, 8715 Denny Road, 
Mendon, own this red barn, with white arches 
on the doors. The green gambrel roof has four 
lightning rods across the ridge. The barn was 
built in the early 1900's by Charlie Hesse and 
used for livestock, cattle and horses. Dick and 
Marilyn bought this farm in 1958 from Mrs. 
Charlie Hesse, grandmother of Dick. The barn 
is in need of a lot of repair, and they are consid
ering plans to tear this barn down, and build a 
new barn. 

Ermon E. Huston, Sr. has this barn at 8838 
Mercer Road, Mendon. The barn has been used 
for livestock shelter, and a corn bin, and small 
farm storage. Today, the barn is used for live
stock shelter and machinery storage. The roof 
has four lightning rods, with the extension of 
the hay hood over the gable end. At the left side, 
one can see the peacock, with the beagle walk
ing away.· 
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This is a closer view of the peacock at 
Ermon Huston's farm. 

This barn originally stood in Hopewell 
Township, at the John Hoenie Farm, 8320 
Hoenie Road, Celina. The barn was built in 1910 
by Charles F. Frahm. The barn was used for 
livestock and hay storage. The barn was moved 
in 1983 to 8583 Mercer Road. 



This barn originally stood at John W. 
Hoenie's place, 8320 Hoenie Road. In the spring 
of 1983, Daniel K. Schwartz was the Amish car
penter who took this barn down and rebuilt it in 
Union Township, where Paul E. Miller lives at 
8583 Mercer Road, Mendon. The land belongs to 
Lester N. Miller, 10110 Adams Road, Mendon. 
Compare the two photographs, and see how the 
barn has changed little in appearance, as it is 
attached to the barn at the Miller place. The 
original barn set on the ground, whereas it now 
sets on a foundation. The Miller barn next to it 
has a gothic or rainbow roof, with the silo be
hind it. 

This bank barn used to stand at the south 
edge of Mendon, on the Celina-Mendon Road. It 
was built in the 1890's, possibly by Henry Kuck. 
It was used for storage of grain above, and 
livestock in the bottom. It was located on the 
farm of William and Mary Diegel. In later 
years their daughter Margaret (Diegel) Fent 
and their son Luster William lived there. The 
old photograph shows the windpump and 
another building; the photograph belongs to 
Patricia Diegel Hartings, 4390 St. Rt. 29, Celina. 
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This is a later view of the barn on the Will
iam and Mary Diegel Property. The bank still 
leads to the twin pairs of double doors, which 
are trimmed in white arches, as the barn is 
painted red. This barn was torn down in 1989. 
This property belongs to William and Evelyn 
Fent, 248 Bayview Drive, Celina. 

Lavon Boroff's barn at 10599 Neptune-Men
don Road, Mendon, was built in 1900. It con
tained a milking parlor and also served as hous
ing for the milk and beef cattle. Today, the barn 
is used as a bike shop, and to store straw, hay 
and general storage. 



An old photograph of Lavon Boroff's barn at 
10599 Neptune-Mendon Road, shows the barn 
has changed little, expect for the siding. When 
the barn was built in 1900, it was built to last. 

This barn was used for milk cows, and they 
raised hogs in it; it also stored hay and straw. 
This barn was at the place of Dave and Bernice 
Sheets, 10938 Neptune-Mendon Road, Mendon. 
The barn was getting in bad shape so their son 
tore it down with his bulldozer in 1978. Now they 
have a pole barn. 
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At Dave and Diane Sheets, 10620 Neptune
Mendon Road, the original barn caught on fire 
from a kerosene heater, left under the hay 
mow. So the neighbors and the church people 
built a new barn in 1950. 

Jerry and Catherine Rasawehr, 11585 Elgin 
Road, Mendon own this barn. The barn was 
built before 1929. A family named Rexroat lived 
here, but it is not known if he built the barn. 
The barn has been used for animals, hay and 
straw and machinery. Today, it is used for 
machinery storage. The red barn, with its gam
brel roof topped with three lightning rods, has a 
shed built to each end. 



Robert and Shirley Adams, 11609 Gallman 
Road, Spencerville, have owned this barn since 
1962. The barn sets at 8970 Deep Cut Road. For 
the first twenty years that Robert Adams owned 
this barn, it was used to support a Grade A 
dairy of 45 to 60 cows. Today, the barn is used 
for hay and straw storage. The gambrel roofed 
barn, has an addition to the end. This addition 
has two, six-paned windows on one side, with 
four, four-paned windows set on the diamond 
edge on the other side. 

This old English barn, with its weathered 
gambrel roof, still has the front and back doors 
which were opened during the time when they 
threshed on the threshing floor in the central 
bay of the barn. The barn is used for hay and 
straw. The barn is located on the east side of 
Gallman Road, just south of Shelley and be
longs to Robert and Shirley Adams, 11609 
Gallman Road. 
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This big barn, with its gambrel roof, is lo
cated on Shelley Road, just east of Gallman 
Road. It belongs to Robert and Shirley Adams, 
11609 Gallman Road, Spencerville. 

Wayne and Betty Kennedy purchased this 
farm at 10211 Mercer-=Auglaize County Road, 
Mendon, in 1940. The buildings were moved im
mediately from where they sat at a quarter of 
a mile off the road, to the present location. 
Since then, thirty feet have been added to the 
south end, and a fifty foot hog facility to the 
west side of the barn. Wayne and his father 
Joseph S. Kennedy who lived across the road in 
Auglaize County, worked together as one unit. 
The original barn was built approximately 1850. 
It was used for work horses, beef and dairy cat
tle, hogs, and feed storage. Today, the barn is 
used for feed and equipment storage. This 
photograph was taken in April 1991, and one can 
see the wild flowers just starting to bloom in 
front of the background of the white buildings. 



John U. Kennedy and Hoge Lumber Com
pany built this barn in 1933. It was used to store 
hay and straw, as well as house horses, dairy 
cows and feeder cows. The barn belongs to Tim 
and Sandra Kennedy, 10331 Mercer-Auglaize 
County Line Road, Mendon. The red barn is 
trimmed in white, with a green gambrel roof. 
The four-paned diamond windows are unique in 
the double doors. Very few barns in the county 
boast the diamond windows. J.U. KENNEDY, 
1933 is lettered across the double doors which il
lustrates the pride the farmers took in building 
their barns. (Doris Glass photograph) 

This view shows the addition to the barn;· at 
Tim Kennedy's place at 10331 Mercer-Auglaize 
County Line Road. (Doris Glass photograph) 
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An interior view of Tim Kennedy's barn 
shows the wooden pins pinning the post and 
beam which support the roof. (Doris Glass 
photograph) 

This 1882 drawing from the HISTORY OF 
VAN WERT AND MERCER COUNTIES, 
OHIO, shows the residence of Christian Maurer, 
on State Route 707, in Section 28. The barn has 
large double doors, with louvered vents on 
either side, with six louvered vents on the end 
wall. The other buildings are located in relation 
to the main barn. The Toledo, Delphos and Bur
lington Railroad, which went through Union 
Township, is drawn in the foreground. 



Michael Miller, born in Fayette County, 
Ohio in 1821, came to Union Township in 1829. 
He married in 1845. This was his residence two 
miles south of Mendon in 1882. (1882 HISTORY 
OF VAN WERT AND MERCER COUNTIES, 
OHIO, page 403) Note on the drawing of the 
barn, there are three windows in a row across 
the gable end wall. It appears as if the barn has 
two pairs of double doors. The horses are pen
ned in with a wood rail fence, while a perfect 
picket fence is to the front and side of the house. 
There is a straw stack at the end of the barn. 

Dr. W.C. Cole, born in 1815, New York, was 
graduated from Medical University of New 
York in 1837. After practicing in other states, he 
came to Mendon in 1867, after the Civil War. In 
1870 he purchased this home "Oak Grove," in 
Union township. (1882 HISTORY OF VAN 
WERT AND MERCER COUNTIES, OHIO, 
page 400) The barn appears to be a conserva
tive English barn,· with a small shed added to 
the right side. A board fence is next to the barn. 
A picket fence leads to the house and back to 
the garden and privy. Rail fences can be seen in 
the background fields. 
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Joseph W. Archer's story is told in the 1907 
HISTORY OF MERCER COUNTY, page 717. In 
1880 he purchased a farm of 140 acres, where he 
resided. He rebuilt the house, built a new barn, 
and made other changes (between 1881 and 
1907). This land was located in section 17, on 
Dutton Road, the north side, about a half mile 
east of Tomlinson Road. The gambrel roofed 
barn has a large six pane over six pane window, 
just above the double doors, trimmed in darker 
arches. Above the door the overhang protects 
the sliding track. (This may be the only barn in 
this book, with a window this large, set into this 
overhang above the double doors.) 

This barn photograph is on the same page 
as the Joseph Archer barn. Note the low sloping 
shed roofed additions to the sides of the barn. 
The windmill or windpump is a silhouette 
against the sky. A horse and buggy, with family 
members are standing on both photographs. 
Harry Stevens is in this photograph inset. 



This barn belonged to Clement Vallan
digham Hood, in the 1907 HISTORY OF 
MERCER COUNTY. In looking at this photo
graph, it appears, as if the original barn is to 
the right, with its double doors centered be
tween four louvered vents on either side. The 
addition to the left of the barn was made; on 
this photograph that addition had not yet been 
painted and trimmed in white. There was a pent 
roof added to this end wall, as well as a window 
in the gable end. This barn stands on State 
Route 117, west of Elgen Road. 

George Washington Willcutt was born in 
1853 in Center Township and was the son of 
Scotch ancestry on his paternal side and Dutch 
on the maternal. George purchased this farm in 
Union Township in 1894; this farm was 40 acres 
and partially cleared. This farm was located on 
Tomlinson Road, at the northeast intersection 
at Ross Road. This history is in the 1907 HIS
TORY OF MERCER COUNTY, OHIO, pages 
681-2. The gambrel roofed barn has three win
dows at the end wall. A protective overhang is 
just above the double doors. A windmill or 
windpump stands next to the board fence. 
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Vernon and Margie Baxter's barn, 11446 
State Route 707, Mendon, was built by John 
Buck Stauffer, for T.G. Fireovid in the early 
1920's. They call this a spike frame barn; they 
spiked 2 x lO's (four together) to make a frame. 
The round roof rafters were cut by Stauffer on 
the site, with a buzz saw. The green shingled 
round roof, also called a rainbow roof, has a lift 
at the bottom called an "overjet" and some
times called a "ski jump." The four foot high 
foundation is original with the barn. This red 
barn is trimmed in white. Originally, the barn 
had two metal round ventilators, about 6 feet 
tall, on the roof. At one time there were cows 
and horses in the barn. 

Paul Miller brought in this old photograph. 
This barn stood southeast of Mendon, way back 
off the road. There were two doors, one above 
the other, to put hay in the mow. On each side 
of the barn was a corn crib. On the side of the 
building· was a well pump. 
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Claryce Ann Hickernell, 332 Sunset Drive, 
Mendon, wrote the following story about this 
barn: The Hickernell barn was located on the 
East half of the N .E. quarter of Section 4, Town, 
4, South Range 3 East, containing 82 acres, 
more or less, in Union Township. The barn was 
built in 1898 by J.D. Hickernell. Alexander 
Brown sold the acreage to Charles W. Brown 
and he sold it to J.D. Hickernell. It wasn't re
corded until April 9, 1901. In 1932, half interest 
was deeded to his wife, Sally Ann Hickernell. It 
was sold to settle their estate to Dale Mark and 
Ruby Stose, and was recorded April 6, 1942. 
Other owners have been Eltie Welker and wife 
Anna Jane and Lowell A. Welker as of 26th Jan
uary, 1951. On the 4th of May, 1957, the acreage 
was divided into two parcels. The Latimer J. 
Breese family purchased 57 .59 acres and 25.80 
acres was sold to Clarence J. Baker and wife 
Nora. The next owner was Paul Edwards and 
wife on 27th September, 1979. The 22nd Sep
tember 1989 they sold it to Ralph and Darrah 
High and they are the present owners. The barn 
was so deteriorated it has been torn down. The 
barn was used for livestock, to store hay, and 
some machinery. 

Patty Hartings, 4390 State Route 29, Celina, 
is the artist for this painting of the Diegel farm, 
on the south edge of Mendon. The frame for the 
painting, is from the original barn. (A photo
graph of this barn is illustrated earlier in this 
Township.) 
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This painting is of a barn which had hand 
hewn beams, and was wooden pinned. The barn 
was a strong building. A shed was added later, 
but not with proper support, and one winter, a 
heavy snow load took it down. The barn was 
also old at that time, so they took the entire 
structure down. Today, this place is owned by 
Max Shaffer, 7049 State Route 707, Mendon, OH 
45862. 

This is an interior view of the barn at Max 
Shaffer's place, 7049 State Route 707, Mendon, 
OH 45862. 

Librarian - Carol Mullins 

The Mendon Branch Library serves the citi
zens of the town of Mendon and Union Town
ship. The building consists of 1200 square feet, 
plus a basement. The building houses a collec
tion of 5,000 books as well as other services. The 
building was constructed in 1980 using a combi
nation of federal funds (U.S. Department of 
Energy Grant) and local fundraising. 



Maurer's Hardware 
Since 1885 Maurer's Hardware has been a family 

owned and operated business in Mercer County, Mendon, 
Ohio. In this span of time, three generations of Maurer's 
- John (J. B.), Fred W., and now John F. - have con
tributed successfully to business and community. 

Over one hundred years ago, 1870, John (J. B.) 
Maurer of Tuscarawas County, near Bolivar, Ohio, jour
neyed by train and horse and buggy to Mendon, some 200 
miles distance, to help farm for his Uncle Christian 
Maurer. 

In 1881 J. B. married Caroline Haglock of Bolivar, 
and brought his new wife to a rented farm just south of 
Mendon. However, after several years of crop failures, J. 
B. sought other means to provide a living for his wife and 
new baby. On borrowed money, he started a hardware 
business on Main Street in Mendon. 

The first hardware, a frame building located on the 
west side of Main Street, was stocked with such items as 
farm tools, tubs, dynamite, stable blankets, and horse 
shoes. Prices, as recorded from an old ledger, were: 
wheelbarrow, $2.75; step ladder, 65¢; gallon of white 
paint, $1.30; and one wood stove, $16.00. 

As soon as J. B.'s sons, Monroe and Fred, were old 
enough to help, they were assigned jobs. Following a 
school day, both boys were expected to work until closing 
time, which was 9 o'clock p.m., six days a week. One of 
Fred's earlier tasks was to blacken and polish stoves to 
sell to customers. 

In 1906 a raging, uncontrollable fire destroyed 
almost one block of businesses on the west side of Main 
Street; Maurer's Hardware also was destroyed. In fight
ing the fire, the Maurer boys, along with many others, 
were able to save some of the more expensive items. But 
as the fire continued to spread, they were told not to go 
into the store again. Realizing the hopelessness and dan
ger, J. B. himself locked the door. Stock was lost, but 
lives were saved. The next day a tent was erected in a 
vacant lot one block north and used for selling merchan
dise. 

Plans for rebuilding were began immediately, and in 
1907 a new concrete building was erected on the same 
location as the old store. However, with the expense of 

Maurer's Hardware, circa 1912 
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Maurer's Hardware, Mendon, Ohio 1977 

building and stocking a new store, the family could not 
send son Fred to college; instead Fred became a paid 
clerk in his father's store. Eventually the store became a 
father and son partnership and supported two families. 
For years the business operated from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. six 
days a week. In addition the store was, and still is, a 
meeting place for farmers and town men to exchange sto
ries. 

When J. B. died in 1946 ·at the age of 89, he had been 
in the hardware business for sixty-one years. Son Fred 
W. then became sole owner of the store; he was often 
assisted by his brother Monroe. One of the slack periods 
of business occurred during this time; due to ~he war, 
many necessary items were impossible to buy or stock. 

During his high school days, John F. Maurer, Fred's 
son, helped stock shelves and clerk in his father's store, 
just as Fred had done some years earlier. However, John 
F. was reluctant to become associated with the hardware 
business. Not until 1949, after a two-year period in the 
army and an AB. degree in science from Bowling Green 
State University, did John join his father in business. He 
became the third generation in the family business. 
(Monroe never married). The father and son ownership 
continued until Fred's death in December, 1964. Fred 
was seventy-seven years old and had devoted fifty-eight 
years to the hardware business. 

Maurer's Hardware, Mendon. Owners J.B. Maurer and 
Fred W. Maurer, Circa 1920 



W.H. Dick And Sons 
Funeral Home 

The funeral home, founded by W.H. 
Dick and his brother-in-law Fred Lutz was 
established in Mendon, Ohio in 1913. The 
business was purchased from William 
Miller in that year. 

A furniture store on Main Street 
housed the "funeral parlor" and funeral 
arrangements were handled from this site 
for several years. At this time viewing and 
services were held in the family home or at 
church, and a team of matched horses 
pulled the hearse to the final resting place, 
the driver resplendent in dark suit and 
derby. 

Sometime later, the family home on 
Market Street in Mendon became the site 
of the establishment and continued there 
for many years. Through the years, Fred 
G. Fisher was also associated with the 
firm in Mendon, as was Carl Stallter, Mr. 
Dick's son-in-law, who was associated both 
in Mendon and Celina. 

The furniture store in Mendon was in 
operation for nearly fifty years. In 1973, a 
funeral home and residence on Sunset 
Drive in Mendon was opened. This facility 
now serves that area. In 1993 this funeral 
home has been serving the area for 80 
years. 
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Drake And Shaffer, Inc. 

Drake and Shaffer, Inc., is located at 101 
and 103 North Main Street, Mendon, Ohio 
45862. 

In 1920 Henry Drake established a grocery 
business after he returned from serving in 
World War I. It was a grocery store and meat 
market. In 1924 the business was expanded to 
include dry goods and ready to wear, e.g. dress
es, shirts, shoes, etc. In 1933 the business 
expanded to include Hudson Terraplane auto
mobiles. The family business was once again 
expanded in 1937 to include farm implement 
sales and service. Allis Chalmers and New 
Idea farm implements were sold. Often people 
would trade horses for a tractor. The grocery, 
meats, and dry goods and ready to wear were 
discontinued in 1941. The merchandise in the 
ready to wear was traded for a large store 
building, 101 North Main, Mendon. 

In 1941, Henry and Louise Drake obtained 
the Pontiac franchise for sales and service of 
New Pontiacs. In 1941 the cost price of a new 
Pontiac was $780; in 1973 it was worth $3400, 
and in 1983 it would cost $13,500. In 1942 
through 1946 during World War II few new 
cars were manufactured. There was a shortage 
of dairy products so Henry and Louise turned 
to dairy farming. They owned some 100 
Holstein cattle; these cows produced one ton of 
milk daily. 

Max Shaffer joined the business on 
December 23, 1945, shortly after he returned 
from over seas duty in World War II, making 
the partnership of DRAKE AND SHAFFER. 
The automobile business was made a family 
corporation in 1978. Jim and Henni Shaffer 
became a part of this corporation and Jim 
became actively involved in the business. The 
business now consists of Automobile Sales and 
Service, Automobile Financing and Grain 
Farming. 



Center Township, Mercer County, Ohio 
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* This page was sponsored by the Mercer County Historical Society for the convenience of those who wish to tour 

Center Township roads, to see the big barns and to appreciate our rural heritage. 

** This map was printed by permission of Spectrum Map Publishing, Inc., 909 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202. 
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J P CAIN is noted in the slate roof of this 
barn, which was built in 1903 by the Cain fam
ily. The Cain family is of German descent. This 
farm has been in the family for over six gener
ations, with the barn being used for cattle, 
horses and family livestock. Fred Cain, 6426 
Oregon Road, Celina is the owner of this barn, 
where the Stan Chapin II family lives at 6433 
Oregon Road. "The Cain Patch" is neatly let
tered in white above the double doors. The 
white-arched doors grace each entry to the red 
barn. Note the window in the gable end. 

This barn was once a schoolhouse and now 
stands on the Fred Cain property at 6433 Oregon 
Road. This school was used in the late 1800's, 
until the new school (Kiser School, No. 3) was 
built at the corner of Oregon and Stose Road 
around 1900. 
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Standing on the Hayes Road farm, the barn 
was built by Raudabaugh, circa 1880; the barn 
faced south. Around 1910, the barn was turned 
to face the east and moved closer to the road; 
the back part of the barn was added then. In 
1967, the farm was purchased by the Chapin 
Family. The front half of the roof was replaced 
in 1986; the back half will be replaced by 1995. 
The foundation was fixed in 1991; the barn has a 
complete concrete floor. The barn is 70 foot by 
70 foot with mortice and peg construction. Plans 
are being made to completely reside the barn. 
The barn belongs to Stan Chapin, 6433 Oregon 
Road, Celina. 

An interior view of the Chapin barn on 
Hayes Road, gives a view of the mow, sup
ported by the old posts and beams. The rooster 
is standing watch over his domain. 



Taking its position in graceful retirement, 
the hay hook is still hanging from the central 
track of the gable roof in the Chapin barn on 
Hayes Road. 

This gambrel-roofed, grey barn stands on 
the Chapin farm, one mile west of Neptune on 
Route 33. This might be the only barn in Mercer 
County designed by a blind man. The 1907 HIS
TORY OF MERCER COUNTY, OHIO, page 418, 
tells of J. Frank Lumb, who came to Mercer 
County at age six weeks, in 1854, with his fam
ily, and at age nine years was stricken with 
blindness as a result of scarlet fever. Lumb 
went to become a graduate of Ohio State School 
for the Blind, and Ohio Wesleyan University of 
Delaware. In 1884, he designed the home "White 
Hall" for his parents. He also designed the 
barn. His neighbors, the J.J. Stoner family, 
were next to own the farm. The double doors 
not only have white arches but also are en
hanced by the diamond windows. The barn be
longs to Stan Chapin, 9189 U.S. 127 N., Celina. 
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This is the back of the grand barn which 
stands among the fields of grain, on the Stan 
Chapin farm, west of Neptune on Route 33. The 
elegant old barn has the mortice and peg con
struction. 

This red barn with the weathered metal, 
gambrel roof belongs to Steve Ford, 9751 Nep
tune-Mendon Road, Celina. The sliding barn 
door has a wide white arch across the top. Doris 
Glass took a series of photographs in a study of 
this Center Township barn. 

An attached shed also has the wide white 
arch on the sliding doors, of the Ford barn. 



The Ford barn stands amidst the autumn 
harvest of crops; the shiny new car looks out of 
time and place in this rural scene. 

An interior view shows the structure sup
port of the Ford barn. 

Another interview shot shows the support 
structure, with a twentieth century snow shovel 
asleep between seasons. 
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This view of the interior of the Ford barn, 
by Doris Glass, shows the lapping or splice of 
the beams, over the post, with the wooden pins 
securing the junction. The empty mortise in the 
vertical post, shows the place to receive the 
tenon of another beam, long since removed. 

Miletus Newcomb built this barn at 6991 
Howick Road, before the Civil War. The barn 
was used for horses, dairy and hay. Having a 
rich texture of weathered barn siding, the barn 
has a unique triangular hay hood, extending 
from the gable end. Today the barn is used for 
hay and storage, and is owned by Bonnie and 
Miletus Miesse, 6560 Howick Road, Celina. 

This barn in Center Township on U.S. 33, 
was built by Silas Harner, Sr. in 1894. The barn 
has been re-sided and a tromp shed added to the 
east. This big white barn was used for farm ani
mals and hay. The barn belongs to Lucile Elam, 
6909 U.S. 33, Celina. 



Clem Webb built this barn about 1917. The 
timbers in this barn have been morticed to
gether. Some of the timbers in the mow have 
been hand hewn. The barn was used to house 
horses and cows and for hay and straw storage. 
Today, Lyle and Esther Snider, 6671 U.S. 33, 
Mendon, own the barn and use the barn for stor
age and as a home for four cats. This red barn, 
with the gambrel roof, has a symmetrical ap
pearance, with the centered double doors and 
the two rectangular windows on either side. 

. This barn was originally owned and built by 
Miletus Newcomb, probably around 1898 or 
1900. It was used for livestock and storage for 
hay and straw. Purn Copeland family lived on 
this farm in the twenty's. Today, Mr. and Mrs. 
Max Zizelman, 8179 State Route 197, Celina, 
own the barn. 
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Joseph Bates built this barn for Edward 
Bates approximately in the 1890's. The farm 
barn was used for animals, grain and hay and 
straw storage. Today, this big white barn is 
used for animals, hay and straw storage, and is 
located on State Route 33, in Center Township. 
ldajean Bates, 534 East Fulton, Celina, is the 
owner. 

The view from behind the Bates' barn 
shows the double doors on the back side, which 
indicates that the farmer opened both sets of 
double doors, in order to create a draft through 
the barn, as he was threshing on the wooden 
threshing floor. The three windows in the end of 
the barn are set in the triangular configuration 
as many other Mercer County barns are. 



An interior view of the Bates' barn shows 
the wooden posts and beams, pinned with 
wooden pins. The bales are neatly stacked. 
Many farmers no longer use these smaller rec
tangular bales, but are using the huge round 
bales which never fit into the hay mow. How 
many people tell of playing in the hay mow as 
children and building tunnels in the hay or 
straw bales! 

Carl Johnson, 8862 Denny Road, Mendon, 
has this gambrel-roofed barn. Note the triangu
lar hay hood, over the large hay door to the 
mow. Hay loft doors are gradually disappearing 
because more farmers are using mechanical 
elevators to load in the hay. 
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This building is standing next to Carl 
Johnson's barn at 8862 Denny Road. Bar
nologists, or people who like to study barns and 
outbuildings, sometimes call a building of this 
style, 'hens and chickens' because of the simi
larity of a mother hen spreading her wings over 
her chicks. 

Ferd Dick built this barn in 1927; the barn 
has been used for cattle, hogs and hay. Today, 
Ruel Harner's barn, 9944 Celina-Mendon Road, 
Celina, is used for machinery, and bean and 
oats bins. This gambrel-roofed barn is painted 
red, with white trim, and is one of the few barns 
that has its owner's name across the door. Four 
lightning rods stand upright across the ridge of 
the roof. 



This neat gable-roofed barn, located on 
Celina Mendon Road, belongs to Olan Stoner, 
6681 Oregon Road, Celina. 

This gable-roofed barn has I.N. Kiser im
printed on the roof. The red barn, trimmed in 
white, belongs to Olan Stoner, 6681 Oregon 
Road, Celina. As the years go by, fewer and 
fewer barns retain their roofs with names or 
dates. It is always a pleasure to drive through 
the country side and see a barn with this kind of 
historic roof with the original barn builder's 
name proudly printed across the roof. 

This English barn, with the gable roof and 
grey siding is located on Hayes Road and be
longs to Olan Stoner, 6681 Oregon Road, Celina. 
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This interior view of Olan Stoner's barn on 
Hayes Road, gives a view of the grain bin, 
which was used for shelled corn or wheat or 
beans. Note the base whereby logs are used for 
the floor support. The posts are hand hewn and 
wooden pinned. 

Calvin Houts' barn, 9209 Celina Mendon 
Road, Celina, was built in 1918 by John Flan
ders. It was used for livestock and machinery 
storage; today, it is used for machinery stor
age. Diamond windows decorate the double 
doors. 



An interior view of Calvin Houts' barn 
shows the vast space available which the gothic 
or rainbow-roof made possible. 

Ruth Houts Raudabaugh, sister to Calvin 
Houts, stands in front of the barn, when it was 
painted red, with a white star on each end, de
signating The Star Farm.· Fay Houts lived on 
and farmed the place at that time; later he pur
chased it from his brother. Today, Fay's son 
Calvin Houts owns the farm. 
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This attractive sun dial caught the eye of 
the editor when visiting the Calvin Houts' farm. 

Copps Chapel M.E. Church, which was or
ganized in 1851, first met at Jacob Copps' home 
and then met at Copps' School House. The 
families erected a frame building 46' x 32' lo
cated on the Northwest corner of the Southwest 
quarter of section 7. At a cost of $1800, the final 
church was dedicated in 1873 by Rev. Wilcox. 
The church was used until 1923. Edith 
Slabaugh's father's funeral was the last funeral 
held in this church, in 1923. 



After the church was closed, Grover Nuding 
moved the church building (Copps' Chapel) in 
1924 from the its location on U.S. 127 and Ore
gon Road, to their farm at 6018 Hasis Road, 
Celina. He put the basement under the barn to 
create a bank barn. Mrs. Lee Searight said her 
brothers, children of Grover Nuding, remember 
jacking up the barn and moving it with the help 
of one horse. Grover's daughter Josephine 
(Mamie) Nuding Searight and her husband Lee 
moved to this place in 1946. Today, the barn is 
used for storage. This is one of the several old 
church buildings in the county which have been 
preserved by being used as barns. 

Kevin and Judy Kuhn, 6241 Oregon Road, 
Celina, live on this farm, which belongs to Ker
man K. Kuhn, 6266 Oregon Road, Celina. The 
barn was built before 1900, and was used for 
dairy; today, the barn is used for machinery 
storage. As one visits this farm, one may look 
at the sign over the door and smile as he reads, 
"The Kuhn Den." 
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Margaret Wurster, 9455 State Route 197, 
Celina, has this well-maintained white barn. 
This barn would be recognized as an English 
barn, with a shed added to the end. The rectan
gular windows with the four panes provide light 
for the interior; there is an additional opening 
above the double barn doors. The barn was built 
about 1900 and has been used for dairy and chic
kens. Today, the barn stands empty. 

Paul and Marie Cordier, 8361 Burd Road, 
Celina, have this English barn, with the at
tached shed. The extension of the barn to the 
back, has a round roof, with a shed-roofed 
dormer. The interior of the main barn shows its 
age, with hand hewn timbers and wooden pin
ned frame. The barn is used for storage today, 
but was used for raising livestock and storing 
hay and grain in the past. 



Edith Kruger, 8090 U.S. 33, Celina owns this 
barn, which stands at 9130 State Route 197, Cen
ter Township. This barn was built in 1894, after 
the preceding barn was destroyed by fire. See 
the 1900 photograph of this barn. 

This is the 1900 photograph of Edith 
Kruger's barn at 9130 State Route 197. Carl and 
Fredericka (Miller) Kruger came from Ger
many in 1853, to Columbus, Ohio; and moved to 
Mercer County to this farm in Center Township 
in 1868. The son Charles, who married Susan 
Custer, was next to live here. In the 1880's, the 
cyclone which swept through this county, leav
ing in its path, desolation and destruction, went 
through the Kruger farm and damaged a fine 
orchard, buildings and fences. In 1894, fire to
tally destroyed his large barn and eight head of 
cattle, five horses and a number of sheep were 
killed. He rebuilt the barn finer and better than 
before. In the photograph, the three louvered 
vents are in the gable end; with a cupola top
ping the gable roof. The windpump or windmill, 
a once familiar sight in the county, is gone now. 
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Ralph E. Fleck, 9094 State Route 197, 
Celina, has this English barn, also known as a 
three bay barn. The barn has straight, un
adorned lines, with the gable roof, and was built 
about 1900. Traditionally, it was used for lives
tock and hay; today it is used for storage. 

John Meinerding, 8809 State Route 197, 
Celina, owns this red barn. The weathered 
metal roof has the hay hood extended over the 
end wall. The swing set in front of the barn re
minds us that children are about, which re
minds those of us who had the childhood pleas
ures of playing in the haymows and running the 
rafters. 



This stately old barn was built in the 1880's 
and is one of the older barns in Mercer County. 
The barn was a livestock barn, and had a hay 
mow, and used for cattle and pigs; later it was 
used for some machine storage. This barn is lo
cated in one of the quieter places in Mercer 
County. Standing in the quiet of the country 
would bring peace to any farmer's soul. The 
barn belongs to Lenora Elder, 9339 Neptune
Mendon Road, Celina. 

Gilbert Muhlenkamp, 9620 Neptune-Mendon 
Road, Celina, owns this big white barn with the 
round roof (also called gothic or rainbow roof). 
They bought the farm from Catherine Burd in 
1961 (Paul was deceased). They used the barn 
until 1974 for milking cows. From 1974-1990, 
they have raised steers. The barn would have to 
be at least fifty to seventy-five years old, and 
maybe older. 
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In 1913-14, this huge barn, with the round 
roof (also called rainbow or gothic), was built. 
S.F. Howick was the owner. His son Edwin 
Howick helped Buck Stauffer, the carpenter, 
build the barn. The sawmill was put out in the 
woods, where they cut the lumber for the barn. 
The carpenter cut and made the beams, posts, 
and rafters before any went up; they all went 
up and fit. They bought the asphalt shingle and 
sheeting for the roof. Originally, the same 
shingles were on the side as on the roof. The 
barn was used for livestock. Today, the barn is 
used for sheep in the winter, and storage for 
machinery and lawn mowers. Harold Howick, 
7541 St. Rt. 197, Celina owns this barn; S.F. 
Howick was his Grandfather and Edwin was his 
father. 

This barn belongs to J.P. Moore, 8520 Rice 
Road, Celina, who has lived here since 1980-
1981. The farm was formerly the Springer 
Farm. The symmetrical arrangement of the 
rectangular windows sets off the barn. The four
paneled windows are unique in the double 
doors, as well as in the end wall of the gambrel
roofed barn. The barn housed a few cows and 
horses in its past, but is used for storage today. 



Stanley Nottingham owns this barn on Rice 
Road South of U.S. 33 in Center Township. Note 
the triangular hay hood in the gable end of this 
English barn. 

This English barn is a forthright structure 
and belongs to Harry Krogman, 7693 Bogart 
Road, Celina. The barn is located at 7320 Bogart 
Road, where David Krogman lives. The barn 
was used for livestock; there used to be a 
machine shed (lead-to) on the west side of the 
barn, but it was torn down in 1981. 

Raccoons are a part of the rural wildlife in 
Mercer County. This photograph captures 
David Krogman, 7320 Bogart Road, as he was 
trying to get a raccoon off the roof. He was suc
cessful. 
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This English barn is painted a soft wheat
gold color and is used for horses. This barn was 
built in the early 1900's and belongs to Michael 
J. Hasenjager, 8539 Old Town Road, Celina. 

Contented in the country, the goat and the 
horse enjoy the sun on this spring day, behind 
the barn of Michael Hasenjager, 8539 Old Town 
Road, Celina. 

A quiet country day catches this rural 
scene, with the white, gable-roofed barn, built 
in 1888. In the past, the barn was used as a 
dairy barn. The barn belongs to John 
Rasawehr, 8820 Kuck Road, Celina. 



This English barn is painted white, and 
stands near the patriotic scene of the American 
flag, and the colonial iron kettle. In the past this 
barn was used for dairy; today the barn is used 
for storage, and belongs to Gene Bricker, 8761 
Kuck Road, Celina. 

This English barn has the traditional red 
paint, highlighted with white trim, and white 
arches on the double barn doors, and the smal
ler doors. Bob Hoenie, 7888 Hoenie Road, Celina 
owns the barn; the barn is located at 8169 
Mercer-Auglaize County Road and the Pitas are 
living there. In the past, this barn has had ani
mals and straw, and served a working farm; 
today, the barn is used for storage, including 
straw and wood. 
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Merlie Boroff, 8370 Riley Road, Celina, 
owns this barn which is over a century old. The 
farm had been in the Sealscott family for over a 
hundred years. The old garage and granary still 
stand. The house was remodeled in 1960 and 
moved onto a basement, closer to the road. The 
Boroff family bought the farm in the fall of 1950 
when the estate was settled, after the last sur
viving member of the Sealscott family passed 
away (which was Henry). There were two other 
brothers and three sisters in the family. In the 
past, the barn was used for regular farm use of 
storing hay, raising animals: steers, hogs and 
sheep. Today, the barn is used for storage. One 
can see the small doors at the end of the barn, 
as well as the triangle of windows in the gable 
end. 

This old barn, built between 1900 and 1910, 
has character, with its weathered siding. 
People from the city comb the countryside for 
'weathered barn siding' for their decorating 
projects; hopefully, these people seeking weath
ered barn siding will not drive through Mercer 
County. This barn belongs to Joanne Highley, 
and is located at 7872 Howick Road. The barn 
was used for milk cows and draft horses in the 
past; today, the barn houses two riding horses 
and machinery. The two riding horses can be 
seen grazing on the spring grass behind the 
barn. 



This well-maintained barn, with straight, 
unadorned lines, belongs to Martin and Elaine 
Lochtefeld, 8271 Howick Road, Celina. The barn 
was used for cattle and milking; today the barn 
is used for hog production. Note the slight ele
vation of the left end of the barn, compared to 
the right end. When a barn is built on a slight 
rise, barnologists sometimes give such a barn 
the name 'a transverse bank barn' meaning 
that the bank does not go up to the front double 
doors, but the bank is a long slope across the 
transverse side of the barn. Other barnologists 
give such a barn the name, 'GRUND
SCHEUER' because it has more than one level 
on the ground floor and that you can enter the 
barn on any side from this ground level. . . . 

B.L. Baumgardner purchased this farm 
with his son Forrest Baumgardner in 1938. In 
1942 Forrest sold his share to his father. B.L. 
Baumgardner sold the farm to his daughter 
Bernice Cisco Williams in 1965. The house was 
torn down in 1968, and they built their new 
house in 1970. The farm is at 7570 Howick Road. 
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This barn located at 7570 Howick Road, be
longing to Bernice Cisco Williams, was built be
fore the turn of the century. The dimensions of 
the barn are eighty feet long, thirty-eight feet 
wide, and twenty feet to the eaves. Inside the 
barn are twelve by twelve hand-hewn beams. 

This Center Township barn was featured on 
the cover of THE OHIO FARMER, February 
15, 1991. The barn belongs to Lucille Elder Bair, 
8911 Neptune-Mendon Road, Celina. One can 
sense the cold, crisp air as the afternoon sun 
brightens the snow-white barn and the white of 
the crystals of snow. 



Stephen Howick was born in England in 
1812 and emigrated to Quebec in 1831, then 
going to New York, then to Lancaster, Ohio, 
then to St. Marys, Ohio. He moved to Center 
Township and settled on 80 acres in 1837. This 
drawing is dated 1882, from the 1882 Van Wert 
and Mercer County History. The old log barn 
and log house are on this drawing, as well as 
the new barn, new brick home, and several ad
ditional buildings. 

This view is of the old Stephen Howick 
place, as of the previous 1882 drawing. Today, 
1992, this place belongs to Harold Howick, 7541 
State Route 197, Celina. The original barn (on 
the 1882 drawing) burned down, when it was 
struck by lightning in 1912. Then the present 
barn was built in 1913/1914. All inside lumber 
came out of the woods to build this barn. They 
set a sawmill inside the woods to cut the timber 
for the barn. This photograph was taken about 
1918/1919. Edwin Howick, Harold's father, is the 
fifth one from the right. They are threshing, 
with an old steam engine. Edwin Howick told of 
the Indians coming to this house, to ask for 
food. The brick house on this photograph, is the 
same brick house as the one in the 1882 draw
ing. This brick house had four chimneys and a 
beautiful curved staircase; the house is gone, 
but the brick from this house was used to build 
the Ralph Bomholt home, on 7749 State Route 
197. 
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HOWICK'S SALES AND SERVICE is located at 
7541 State Route 197, just east of Celina. The 
owners are David and Dennis Howick. Howick's 
Sales and Service provides several products 
and/or services to the public: Sales and Service 
of Ingersoll (formerly Case) Lawn and Garden 
Tractors and attachments; Toro walk behind 
mowers; Toro/Wheelhorse Lawn and Garden 
Tractors and attachments; Toro ProLine Com
mercial Mowers, both riding and walk behind; 
Homelite authorized warranty service center 
and sales of Homelite outdoor power products; 
authorized Briggs and Stratton sales and serv
ice dealer; sales and service Dealer for BCS 
rear tine tillers, power units and attachments; 
Sachs-Dolmar and Jonsered chainsaws; parts 
and service for Kohler, Tecumseh and Onan en
gines; parts and service for most major brands 
of snowmobiles. The Howick's started their bus
iness in 1988. They offer service on other brands 
of power equipment for lawns and gardens. 
They are the home of The Wild Thang Garden 
Tractor Pulling Team. Howick's Sales and 
Service also offers high performance parts and 
mechanical work on garden tractor pullers. 

Wheel Horse, owned by Howick's Sales and 
Service, with its winning trophies placed on the 
side. 



ORIGINAL HOME OF JOSEPH S. SPRINGER 
Joseph S. Springer erected a log cabin in 

the spring of 1883. It was not entirely finished, 
although the family moved in, at the time of the 
great snowstorm of May 20th and 21st, when 
sixteen inches of snow fell. It sifted through the 
cracks to a depth of six inches on the second 
floor of the home. (History of Mercer County, 
Ohio, 1907, p. 552). 

The old barns and buildings of Joseph S. 
Springer's tile works and sawmill were located 
in Center Township. He started the tile man
ufacturing business in 1882, and became the sole 
owned in 1887. In the fall of 1892 he started the 
sawmill and built new sheds in 1893. Between 
1894 and 1903, he was running 16 to 22 kilns an
nually. This photograph was taken in the 1880's. 
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This is a view of Joseph S. Springer's tile 
works and sawmill taken between 1903 and 1907. 
(These photographs and story are from the 1907 
History of Mercer County, Ohio, pages 551 to 
556.) *Names of those on the photograph were 
not listed. 

Over twenty five years ago, this barn stood 
at the corner of Rice Road and Route 197; the 
owner was Emma Hamilton. Glenn E. and 
Mary Rice moved this barn then, to the present 
location at 8413 Rice Road, Celina. This big old 
barn has been used for hay and machinery stor
age. Mary Rice owns the barn today. 



John Tobens' barn, 8695 State Route 197, 
Celina, was built about 1870, probably by Lewis 
A. Hall. This barn is built into a hill, which 
makes it possible to enter the barn at ground 
level, at the top or the bottom of the hill; this 
type barn is known as a 'grundscheier barn,' 
meaning a ground level barn. This set of build
ings is just off the old plank road of the 1850's, 
which is now U.S. Route 33. In the past, the 
barn was used for cattle, horses, livestock, 
hogs, etc. Today the barn is used for storage 
and Siberian Huskies. John Tobens bought this 
place from Ted Colby in 1992. 

This view of John Tobens' barn, 8695 State 
Route 197, shows the main barn, as well as the 
addition to the back. The main barn has a 
rounded roof, known as a ship's hull roofline. 
The original settlers of this place were of a fam
ily with sea captains in the New England states. 
The back addition of the barn has a gable roof. 
Windows provide lighting to the interior of this 
big barn which stands in Neptune. 
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This interior view of John Tobens' barn 
shows the interior structure of the main 
rounded roof, as well as the gable roofline to the 
back addition to the barn. One can see the 
arched timbers bending to the center; this gave 
more space in the mow. 

This interior view of the John Tobens' barn, 
shows the framing of the back addition. Note 
the inclined purlin supports, which were braced 
with posts running parallel to the rafters. Look 
at the end wall, and see the carpenter's marks 
cut into the wall; the light outlines them above 
the window. The editor saw no carpenter marks 
like this in the county. 



This interior view of the John Tobens' barn, 
shows the opened door of the floor, leading to 
the basement or ground floor of this 
grundscheier barn. The steps are wood. Next to 
this basement door, is the wood threshing floor 
of the main floor of the barn. This was a grand 
barn in its day. 

Paul and Lela Siebert, 8560 State Route 197, 
Celina, own this barn. Four lightning rods stand 
across the ridge of the gambrel roof. The barn 
stands much as it did when it was built. 
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Lewis and Ruth Gray, 8637 U.S. Route 33, 
Celina, own this barn. They purchased this 
place in 1956. The barn has been used for young 
cattle, hay, straw, and corn storage. 

This is a view of the east end of Lew and 
Ruth Gray's barn, 8637 U.S. Route 33, Celina. 
Look to the gable end and see a star cut into the 
peak of the end wall. This is the only barn in 
Mercer County, where the Editor saw a star cut 
into the gable end wall. Stories are told as to 
why certain designs or patterns are cut in the 
gable end walls; some say the reason is just for 
the art design and others tell it was the car
penter's identification mark. Others tell of 
stories related to their culture or time period in 
history. 



. This barn, which st_ands at 7984 U.S. 127, 
Celma, where Jerry Weisman lives was origi
nally the Henry Miller Farm. Th~ barn was 
built in 19~0, and used for horses, hay, and stor
a~e of eq~ipment. There was a wing on the east 
side of this barn to house horses. This is a tall 
barn; the round roof has been called a ship's 
hull roof, and/or a rainbow roof. There is a 
slight flare at the base of the roofline, known as 
a ski-jump. Several sliding doors provide entry 
to this barn. This barn is owned by Ralph Heff
ner, 509 North Main, Celina. (Dave Slusser 
photograph) 

Harlan F~~eman's. Granddaughter Sylvia 
Van Houten visited Celma and took pictures in 
1979. Her mother, Margaret Freeman Brown 
was born on this farm 16 June 1905. In 199i 
whe:r:i t~is was written, she is still living with 
~ylvi~ i~ New York. Harlan's son Hyrtl, living 
m Mic_higan a~d Florida 1991, compiled the 
farm mformabon. The farm is located on 
Celina-Mendon Road, midway between Wayne 
Street (197) and Howick Rd., on the east side. 

"There was always excitement on the 
farm; chic~ens hatching? new calves being 
born, sometimes a colt, htters of pigs, lambs 
came before we got there. Too, sometimes the 
stock would get through a fence or some other 
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place they weren't supposed to be. When wear
rived. most of the 'planting' (in both gardens 
and fields) was done, but we got in on most of 
the harvesting. I got old enough to shock grain 
drive the team with the hay loader hooked o~ 
the back of the hay wagon. Each end of the hay 
wagon had a rack (sort of a wooden fence). The 
front rack was high and a drivers seat was built 
in front of it; which put you almost over the 
near team ( usually had two teams pulling a 
loader). 

"I have cultivated corn with a team. The 
cultivator would straddle a corn row with a 
ga_ng of 6-6 blades (like little spades) turning 
sod as the horses pulled the cultivator. The 
driver sat on an iron seat right over the corn 
row. Each foot was in a foot rest and would 
guide the gang on each side so to work the dirt 
up around the stalks and reach the weeds. Dur
ing haying, we'd bring in a load of hay, Uncle 
Harry would take the lines and get a running 
start up the steep ramp to the barn floor by 
shouting and cracking a whip. The horses really 
dug in to get that load up the grade. Then we'd 
hook a horse to the hay rope, which, thru pul
leys, hauled the hay fork with its load of hay off 
the wagon, up to the track in the gable and off 
to one side where it was dropped (tripped) into 
the hay mow. Then, men with hand forks would 
move it back to the edges of the barn 'mowed it 
away.' New mown hay had a perfume all its 
own. That was one of the delightful summer 
smells." 

CHEW MAIL POUCH, W.VA. COLESLAW 
is neatly lettered across the end wall of thi~ 
small barn. The barn even has a triangular hay 
hood, as well as a five sided hay door which 
drops to open. The old barns with CHEW MAIL 
POUCH are rarely seen anymore. This barn 
was located in Celina, and Keith Ley purchased 
the barn and moved it to its present location at 
8136 Stose Road, north of Howick Road. 



. . 

Phyllis Stose's barn, 9889 Stose Road, Men
don, was built in the late 1890's by Harrison 
Webb. Note, this barn was built into a hill, so 
one can enter the bottom floor or main floor at 
ground level; this kind of barn is known as a 
grundscheier or grundscheuer barn, meaning 
ground level. The cement floor was put in, in 
April 1911. The addition ot the barn was built in 
1971, after they bought the farm. The original 
roof was slate, which was replaced. Two dia
mond windows are in the double doors. In the 
past, the barn was used for milking cows, horse 
stalls, and farming tools; today the barn is used 
for hog farrowing and machinery storage . 

This big barn stands at 9005 Hayes Road, on 
the west side, just north of Oregon Road, and 
south of U.S. Route 33. Henry McKirnan got a 
land grant of 120 acres from congress. Dan J. 
McKirnan, one of Henry's sons, bought the farm 
from the heirs. This barn was built in 1917 after 
the original barn burned; Jake Holtman was 
the farmer when the barn burned. This barn 
has hand hewn beams and is wooden, oak pin
ned. This barn is 60 feet to the comb, one of the 
highest, if not the highest, barn in the area. This 
barn was used for hay and horses, cattle, and 
II\achinery. It was torn down in 1981. Thomas 
Holtman lives at this place; he tore down the 
barn and replaced it with a machine shed. The 
original owner, Henry J. McKirnan, served two 
terms, 1874 to 1878 as Mercer County Sheriff; he 
was the first sheriff to occupy the present jail 
building. Henry McKirnan was also elected Tre
asurer of Mercer County for two terms, 1888 to 
1892. Today, this place is owned by Patrick and 
Irma McKirnan, 120 South Vine, Celina. 
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Russell Max and Colleen Walter. 9074 Nep
tune-Mendon Road, Celina own this attractive 
barn with its new coat of white paint. R. Max 
Walter is printed across the front of the barn 
above the barn doors. The gambrel roof is a 
slate roof. The Walters put an addition on to the 
barn in the early 1960's, to house sheep. 

This rugged old barn is located at 8930 Kuck 
Road, just south of Fisher Road. This barn still 
stands straight and tall and has withstood the 
test of time over the years. The double doors 
have a tilted window; both doors have an in
verted "V" brace on the bottom half. The chil
dren playing in front of the barn remind every
one who has ever played in a big old barn, that 
a barn is a wonderful place to play. This barn 
belongs to Kenneth and Becky Rasawehr, 8101 
Howick Road, Celina. 



This charming barn was built in 1890. It 
stands much as it did when it was built. There is 
a protective overhang, just above the track for 
the double doors. This is a typical English barn, 
with three bays, the center bay being for 
threshing and the two side bays for animals 
and/or hay or grain. The barn rests on a slab of 
stone on the corners. It still has its wood shingle 
roof. The barn belongs to the Harris family, 
7681 Harris Road, Celina. 

This barn stood on the east side of Harris 
Road. On this photograph the men are fixing 
the roof. A 1951 44 Model Massey Harris is 
standing in front of the barn. The barn was built 
in 1900; it was used for raising livestock until 
1984. The barn belonged to the Harris family, 
7681 Harris Road, Celina. This barn is no longer 
standing. 
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Jeff Everman's barn stands at 7790 Harris 
Road, Celina. The previous owner was Mrs. 
Clarence (Gladys) Harris. This barn was built 
in 1915, and used for livestock. Four lightning 
rods stand across the ridge of the gambrel roof. 
One window is at the peak of the end wall, with 
two lower windows on the ground floor. The 
barn has been resided, and is a soft wheat gold 
color. Today, the barn is used for livestock and 
a workshop. 

This barn stands at 17122 County Line Road, 
and is a part of the Bryson Estate. It appears 
the barn was built after 1888, but before 1900, in 
reference to the 1888 and 1900 Mercer County 
Atlas, Center Township. The barn has been re
sided. Two ventilators are on top of the gable 
roof on the right side on the barn. 



Hope Nevergall's barn stands at 8450 Denny 
Road, Celina. The barn and house were built by 
Philander Davis, who was considered an excel
lent carpenter in this area. Some of the neigh
bors are great grandchildren to Mr. Davis. The 
barn was originally a bank barn, but because of 
the timbers giving away, in the lower part of 
the barn, they moved the upper part of the barn 
to its present location, to preserve the barn. The 
original barn was built in the late 1800's. After 
the Nevergall family moved the barn, they re
sided it. The barn housed animals, hay and 
some grain storage. Today it is used for hay 
and straw storage as well as machinery stor
age. 

This barn stands on the home place of 
Floyd John Tigner, who was born here, October 
6, 1911, at 6649 Hasis Road, Celina. Floyd has 
lived here his entire life. His grandfather Elza 
Simmons, the father of his mother, Maggie 
(Simmons) Tigner, built this wooden pinned 
barn, for his father, John Tigner, in the year 
1900. Today, the place belongs to Floyd and 
Norma Tigner. 
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Mrs. Walter Spicer's barn stands at 8310 
Howick Road, Celina. The barn was built in the 
early 1920's. It was purchased by Walter Spicer 
in 1935 and used as a dairy barn for Jerseys and 
Holsteins until 1969. The round roof is some
times known as a ship's hull roof, or a rainbow 
roof. The slight flare to the edge of the roofline 
is known as a ski-jump. Diamond, four-paned 
windows are centered at the top of the sliding 
doors. Five lightning rods are across the roof 
ridge. 

Milton Davidson and his granddaughter 
Lindsey Rammel, daughter of Shawn and John 
Rammel, are mowing the lawn in front of their 
big old red barn at 8098 Howick Road, Celina. 
This barn was built in 1907 by Clem and Anna 
Hainline. Clem hauled the material to this loca
tion from Fort Recovery on weekends, to build 
the barn. Milton Davidson moved here and 
bought the place from Hainlines in 1975. 



Arthur and Ida Hecht owned this barn from 
1929 to 1990. The barn stands on the north side of 
Oldtown Road, just east of Riley Road. This 
barn was probably built before 1900; the barn 
has hand hewn beams and wooden pinned. 
When Arthur bought the place, the barn had a 
dirt floor; the roof had been raised before he 
bought it. Arthur put on a new standing seam 
roof about 1936. They recall that when they 
moved there, there was no electricity. The barn 
has been used for dairy, cattle, and horses. 
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This red barn, with white trim and green 
gambrel, roof stands at 8169 Mercer/Auglaize 
County Line Road. August 1, 1991, Jeff 
Rasawehr bought the farm from Robert and 
Mary Ann Hoenie. Robert Hoenie had pur
chased the farm from the heirs of his father 
Carl Hoenie's estate. When Carl owned the farm 
and his family helped with the farming, they 
used the barn to store hay, oat straw, wheat 
straw, and fodder. They had some farm 
machinery in the barn; including a riding, one 
bottom, 14 inch plow which took three horses to 
pull, and a walking, 12 inch plow for two horses. 
At one time they had as many as 13 horses and 
12 cows in the barn. Carl Hoenie had purchased 
the farm from a Moneysmith family in 1927. 
Moneysmith built the barn about 1919/1920. 
Moneysmith had purchased about fifty acres 
from a Piper family who had owned about 
eighty acres. 
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Two pairs of sliding doors are on the front 
of this barn at 9940 Township Line Road, 
Rockford. In the past this barn has been used 
for dairy; today the barn is used for storage. 
For convenience the building is attached to the 
back of this barn belonging to Tom Sidenben
der. The small doghouse is protected from the 
weather in its corner next to the two buildings. 

John and Darlene Black's barn, 7528 State 
Route 118, Celina, is an attractive red barn, 
trimmed in white. Two red ventilators are on 
top of the gable roof. Dances used to be held up
stairs. Today, this barn is used for farm and 
storage. 

105 

This aerial view of John and Darlene 
Black's place, 7528 State Route 118, Celina, 
shows not only the barn, but the other buildings 
and the pond. Farm ponds are found across 
Mercer County, in that the ponds provide a 
source of water in case of fire, and they provide 
a place of summer recreation. 

PLEASANT VIEW FARM, IVAN & 
DOROTHY MILLER is written above the dou
ble doors at Ivan and Dorothy Miller's barn, 
7685 State Route 118, Celina. This white barn 
with the gable roof was built in 1900 by Bill 
Roberts. In the past, the barn was used for 
livestock and hay; today the barn is used for 
machinery storage. 



Ivan Miller is standing with his new Allis 
Chalmers 7000 tractor in October 1976, at 7685 
State Route 118. 

-
This photograph was taken at Miller's 

Pleasant View Farm, 7685 State Route 118, be
tween 1905 and 1910. From left to right are 
Richard Miller (Ivan's Uncle); Asa Meister 
(Ivan's Uncle by marriage); Frank Miller 
(Ivan's Grandfather), and Walter Fetters 
(Ivan's Uncle by marriage). Their clothes and 
hats reflect the styles of the times. 
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This barn was half this size at one time. It 
now stands in a quiet field on the east side of 
State Route 118, just north of the owner's home, 
I van and Dorothy Miller. This used to be 
Hellwarth place. 

This barn was built in 1880 by Daniel Fet
ters, and stands at Gordon and Gretchen Fet
ters Hayes, 8191 State Route 118, Celina. In 1991 
the barn belonged to Cora C. Fetters, Celina. 
This is an L shaped barn and in the early days, 
it stabled many horses. The interior has been 
remodeled several times. They always had big 
straw stacks back of the barn. In the past, the 
barn stored hay, straw, wheat, corn fodder, 
oats, stabled horses, fed cattle, milked cows, 
etc. Today, the barn has baled hay, tractors, 
wagons, and sheep. The barn has had halloween 
parties for children and grandchildren. They 
also raised 4 H calves in it. 



Urban Hoenie, 8339 State Route 118, Celina, 
owns this neat barn. In the past, the barn has 
been used for general farming. Today, the barn 
is used for storage. This green, gambrel roofed 
barn has white siding, with an addition made to 
the north end. Two overhead doors have been 
added to the front. Urban says that he was told 
that this barn was a church at one time. He 
does not know if this is true, or where the build
ing was moved from. 

Henry Krogman had this barn built at 8671 
State Route 118, Celina, in the 1880's. This barn 
belongs to Edson and Marjorie (Buck) 
Pierstorff; the barn is from Marjorie's 
mother's side, Krogman family. This was Mar
jorie's great grandfather's farm. Edson and 
Marjorie's son and his family, Mr. and Mrs. 
Niles Pierstorff, own the home and live there 
now. Niles is Henry Krogman's Great Great 
Grandson. 
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This interior view of the Pierstorff barn at 
8671 State Route 118, shows the framing of the 
barn. The main cross beam supports the verti
cal post, which in turn supports the purlin plate 
which runs the length of the barn and supports 
the rafters. The original hay track can still be 
seen running beneath the ridge of the roof. In 
the past, this big old barn was used for horses, 
cattle and hay. Today, the barn is used for 
machinery storage. 

_ __,,,.....,..., 
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Wayne Shively's barn, 8675 State Route 118, 
Celina, was built in the early 1900's. The origi
nal stone foundation is still in existence. Part of 
the barn has been revamped for small equip
ment and a cement floor was poured. 



This is a close up view of the stone founda
tion of Wayne Shively's barn, 8675 State Route 
118, Celina. 

The granary in this photograph was the 
original grocery store that sat on the half acre 
at the corner of Frahm Pike and State Route 
118. J.W. Shively, Wayne Shively's Grand
father, established the store in the ealy 1900's. 
In the 1940's, Wayne's father moved the store to 
its present location at 8675 State Route 118, and 
then remodeled the building into a granary. 
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This Shively barn is located at the North
east corner of State Route 118 and Frahm Pike. 
The barn in this photograph was built in 1941 
and 1942. It was put together from two other 
barns that sat on the half acre at the corner of 
Frahm Pike and State Route 118. One of the two 
barns was the old horse barn and stable for the 
grocery store that stood on the same half acre. 
Wayne Shively's Grandfather ran three hucks
ter wagons and so the horses were kept in this 
barn. The other barn was for the drygoods to be 
stored for the grocery. These two barns were 
originally built in the early 1900's. 

Hulda Luth's barns, 8722 State Route 118, 
Celina, were built about 1895 by Giesiger Fam
ily (not sure of spelling). The farm was pur
chased by John Luth, Eileen Bollenbacher's 
Grandfather, in 1914; when George Luth was 
nine years old. The barn and granary are the 
same basic structures as they were when they 
were built. The buildings have been kept in 
good repair. In the past, the barn was used for 
cattle feed, horse stalls, milking stanchions, 
and hay storage. Today, the barn is used for 
machinery storage. 



Janice Luth (daughter of Hulda and sister 
of Eileen) and Carolyn Speicher (daughter of 
Mark and Vera Speicher) were standing in front 
of the building about 1950. The building at the 
left was used for grain storage and corn cribs; 
it has been resided like the barn, at Hilda 
Luth's place, 8722 State Route 118. 

Eldon Eichenauer's place, 8780 State Route 
118, Celina, shows an aerial view of the barn, as 
well as the other buildings. Charles Frahm built 
the main barn in 1895. The barn was a general 
purpose barn, for cattle, horses, hay, and 
machinery. The main white barn has a gable 
roof, with the addition having a gambrel roof. 
Today, the barn is used for sheep and machin
ery. 
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Jeff and Carol Hayes' barn, 9615 State 
Route 118, Rockford, write that their barn was 
built in 1838, by Frank Buck. The farm was 
bought from the government. In the past, the 
barn was used for cattle, pigs, horses, and hay. 
The gable roofed barn has a lightning rod at 
both ends of the roof. Dark arches highlight the 
sliding doors. The stable doors, topped with re
ctangular windows, can be seen on the end wall. 

Glen and Dorothy Miller's barns, 9926 State 
Route 118, Rockford, are both graced with 
arches on the double doors. The main barn was 
used for livestock and hay in the past. Today, 
they use the barn for small machinery and stor
age. Glen and Dorothy Miller got the farm in 
1974. Before them, Charles and Estella Miller 
had the farm since 1928. 



A close up view of Glen Miller's barn door, 
shows the protective overhang mounted above 
the track of the double doors. This provided pro
tection from the weather. 

An interior view of Glen and Dorothy Mil
ler's barn, 9926 State Route 118, shows the fram
ing of the barn. The notches on the main cross 
beam indicate the beam was hand hewn. The 
vertical posts above the cross beam, support 
the purlin plate which runs the length of the 
barn and supports the rafters. 
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Margaret E. Deitsch's barn, 8093 Hellwarth 
Road, Celina, was built in 1888, possibly by a 
man named Squire. (Mr. Squire was a well 
known barn builder in this area of Mercer 
County.) 

The barn was built from all native timber 
taken from the wooded area on this farm. Mar
garet Deitsch's Grandfather told how a saw mill 
was moved in and all the material used was 
sawed to shape for this barn's structure. He 
also told that flour and sugar was purchased by 
the barrel to provide board for the carpenters. 
Her Grandmother prepared the food for the car
penters. In the past, the barn was used for live
stock, cows, horses, sheep, hay, oats, and wheat 
for threshing. Today, this white barn is used for 
machinery storage. The five lightning rods can 
be seen on the roof ridge. 

This is a close up view of the latch on one of 
the service doors of Margaret Deitsch's barn, 
8093 Hellwarth Road. Many readers probably 
remember statements like, "Shut the barn 
door," and "He shut the barn door after the 
horse ran away." Old sayings about barns prob
ably go through a lot of peoples' memories as 
they read this book about big old barns. 



This barn stands at the Northwest corner of 
Hellwarth Road at Oregon Road. The barn be
longs to Mrs. Harold Siebert, 3228 Swamp Road, 
Celina. She said that Harold's father owned this 
barn before them. The Siebert's built the barn; 
it has hand hewn beams and is wooden pinned. 
This barn is an English barn, with the double 
doors centered in front. There is a shed roofed 
addition to the back of the barn. Two lightning 
rods still stand on the ridge of the roof. This 
barn is like many of its age and was not 
painted, but left to weather to a soft gray color. 
The barn served its purpose and still stands 
straight in the country. (Dave Slusser Photo
graph) 

Lee Siebert's barn, 8985 Hellwarth Road, is 
an English barn, which was probably built 
about 1890. The barn's double doors are cen
tered in front; the track is protected by a slight 
overhang, above the double doors. The one sta
ble door has the top half standing open, and the 
Z bracing can be seen on this door. The green 
gable roof has three lightning rods standing 
across the roof ridge. One lone window is lo
cated in the gable end wall. The barn has been 
used for cattle and to store hay. (Dave Slusser 
Photograph) 
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James Zizelman's barn, 9691 Hellwarth 
Road, is a neat red barn, with white arches 
painted on the double doors. A shed roofed ad
dition has been added to the left of the barn, 
while a garage has been added to the right side. 
A night light is attached to the corner wall be
neath the roof. This March 1991 photograph was 
taken by Dave Slusser. 

How many people have stood at the board 
fence, and watched the horses at the barn? This 
peaceful rural scene would make many people 
want to leave their job behind on a summer af
ternoon and go horseback riding. In considera
tion of the barn, it was built by one of Mercer 
County's well known barn builders, a man by 
the name of Squires, in 1912. The barn belongs 
to Murph Knapke, 7541 Fleetfoot Road, Celina. 
In the past, the barn has been used to hold hay 
and livestock. Today, this brown barn with the 
white trim, and gambrel roof, is used for 
machinery, horses, and hay. 



Charles Beckstedt was the first owner when 
the barn was at 7983 Fleetfoot Road, Celina; he 
used the barn for dairy. His son Ernest 
Beckstedt, also used the barn for dairy. Today, 
his son Robert E. Beckstedt owns the barn, and 
it is used for storage of grain and machinery. 
This white barn has a gambrel roof, and dark 
arches painted on the doors. There is also a 
triangle painted at the peak of the end wall. 
Above the double doors, there is a slight over
hang, built to protect the track and the double 
doors. This barn was built around 1900, and is 
similar in style to other barns built in this area. 

Wilbur Grossnickle's barn, 9996 Herman 
Road, Celina, was built about 1916 or 1917. The 
carpenter was Herman Shinabery, for Grand
father Fred Scherer and George Grossnickle. 
Set up in their woods was a saw mill, propelled 
by a steam engine. The lumber was sawed, and 
the timber from the woods built the frame of 
the barn; the cost was a thousand dollars. This 
barn has been used for hay, straw, grain and 
livestock. Note the diamond windows in the dou
ble doors, which are trimmed with white 
arches. This photograph was taken about 1918, 
with George Grossnickle, Effie (Scherer) 
Grossnickle, Fred Scherer, Wilbur Grossnickle, 
Mable (Grossnickle) Crider. The horses were 
named Trix, Nell, and ____ _ 
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Don Montgomery, 635 North Main, Celina, 
purchased this place in 1989, at 7800 Hoenie 
Road. This attractive barn has brown siding, 
trimmed with white. The round roof, sometimes 
called a gothic or rainbow roof, is topped by two 
ventilators. This barn is used as a horse barn. 

This is the first metal door, cut into the 
larger metal sliding door, that the editor saw in 
Mercer County. A few of the barns across coun
tryside have wooden doors, with smaller ser
vice doors cut into them. This smaller door cut 
within a larger door is called a "Guichet." Four 
sets of four paned windows are also placed in 
the larger sliding doors of Don Montgomery's 
barn at 7800 Hoenie Road. 



Doug and Marcia Alt's barn, 7908 Hoenie 
Road, Celina, has been used for livestock and 
farm machinery. It appears as if it has been 
raised on its foundation. New siding was added 
to this barn, and the barn was redone in 1957. 
Today, the barn is used for livestock and stor
age. 

Sue Counterman's barn, 8279 Hoenie Road, 
Celina, was built in the 1890's. This barn ori
ginally sat on Morrow Road, on the north side of 
this farm. The barn was moved by Jackson 
Movers to its present location, around 1950, by 
the heirs of Jim Morrow. This barn still has the 
wooden hay track in the top of the barn. Four 
lightning rods stand across the ridge of the 
gable roof. The old wagon wheel remind one of 
the days when the horse did the pulling. Next to 
the wheel is a horse trailer to remind one of 
these days when the horse is being pulled. In 
the past the big old barn was used for livestock 
and feed storage. Today, this barn is used for 
horses and machinery storage. 
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George and Norma Hoenie's barn, 8404 
Hoenie Road, Celina, was built in the 1870's by 
their Uncle Charlie Frahm. This barn was built 
out of native timber and the beams were hewed 
out by hand and pinned together. The original 
doors swung open on hinges. 

Wilmer Hoenie and his horse Dick are 
standing in front of the Hoenie barn at 8404 
Hoenie Road. The lightning rods can be seen on 
the gable roof ridge. The double doors are 
braced open, and they opened on a hinge. 



George and Norma Hoenie's barn, 8404 
Hoenie Road, has seen three generations of 
owners: John William and Minnie Hoenie, 
Wilmer Franklin and Minnie Hoenie, and 
George Robert and Norma Hoenie. This barn 
has had an addition added to the left side. Red 
sliding doors with white arches are mounted on 
tracks; those tracks are protected by a slight 
overhang. In the past, the barn stored loose 
hay, corn food, wheat and oats. The wheat and 
oats were later threshed out the back doors. 
Horses were kept in the barn and milk cows in 
the shed attached to the barn. Today the barn 
has hay and straw bales, starter calves, wean
ing pigs, and farm machinery. 

This interior view of George and Norma 
Hoenie's barn not only shows the hand hewn 
beams, but also how they were pegged together, 
and the size of the beams. George and Norma 
Hoenie reside at 8420 Hoenie Road. The Road 
being named Hoenie indicates the Hoenie fam
ily was here before this road was named. 
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Randy and Kim Highley live at 9150 Hoenie 
Road, Celina, where this barn stands. Simien 
and Pearl Highley, 9150 Hoenie Road, own the 
big barn. This March 1957 photograph shows 
Patty and Andy Highley standing in front of 
"Grandma Highley's barn." The family tells 
that his barn was built around the 1840's. Note 
the three louvered windows for ventilation 
across the front of the barn. The double doors to 
the left, have a slight overhang for protection 
built above the track. Two windows with six 
panes each · are to the right of the big double 
doors. This barn was used for cattle, sheep, 
hogs, horses, and farm machinery. 

The Highley barn at 9150 Hoenie Road, was hit 
by a storm on July 2, 1980, which did damage to 
the barn. At that time, the barn was sided by 
the Chatt. Supply Company. This white siding 
with the green trim gives a new appearance to 
the barn. A nightlight has been added to the 
right corner of the barn. 



Floyd Highley's barn, 9258 Hoenie Road, 
Celina, was on Fast Road; they moved it to 
Hoenie Road. This photograph shows Kenny 
Jackson crossing the railroad, with the barn, 
when they moved home in August 1969. The 
Highley's tell that this barn is about 150 years 
old. 

Floyd Highley and Douglas are standing in 
front of their barn, which had been moved from 
their other place on Fast Road, to the 9258 
Hoenie Road place. (They did this after their 
other barn burned.) Floyd had the foundation 
ready when Kenny Jackson bought the barn. 
Kenny set the barn on the foundation and it fit 
perfectly. 
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This white barn with the blue trim just does 
not look like the big old red barn which they 
moved to this place in 1969. Floyd Highley, 9258 
Hoenie Road, tells that the Searights lived at 
this place when they bought it and there was an 
old log house . at this place then. 

This barn stands on State Route 118, south 
of Rockford, and just across the road from 
Coldwater Grain. There is a name in the slate 
on this roof, but with roof repairs, the name is 
difficult to read. A date 1893 is in the slate, just 
beneath the name. Sue Counterman, 8279 
Hoenie Road, Celina, owns this barn. This barn 
stands as a quiet reminder of all the farm activ
ity that once went on at this place. 
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Urban H. Buschur is in front of his barn in 
1950. 

During the 1880's, Chester Weaver of 
Hopewell Twp., Mercer County, Celina, Ohio 
was born at 8206 Weitz Road in the house that 
remains today and is owned by Chris and Kim 
Staehler. It is presumed that the barn, northest 
of the house, too, was over one hundred years 
old. 

When Urban and Rosena Dippold Buschur 
bought the farm in 1932 after Mr. & Mrs. Jacob 
Reynolds had owned it, the barn's two double 
doors in the middle of the east and west sides 
were swing-out doors that Urban replaced with 
sliding doors. 

The southeast corner milking stable was va
cated after the north horse stable was con
verted into a milking area at the time tractors 
replaced horses. 

Urban applied the first coat of paint to the 
barn when he painted it red with white trim. 
Later, during the 1950's while he was covering 
the red with white, a neighbor observed and ad
vised, "You CAN'T paint a red barn white!" 
After applying more than one coat of white 
paint, Urban completed the job, and the barn 
remained white, thereafter. Urban managed to 
paint the barn siding but, disliking heights, 
hired Amishmen and a close friend, Leo Pfister, 
to paint the roof several times. 

Through the years the barn has been used 
fpr stabling horses, milking cows, and its north 
and south mows for hay and straw storage. 
Machinery was kept in its south lean-to shed. 

On Sunday noon, June 14, 1981, fire de
stroyed the entire barn with its farm machinery 
contents, and neighbors George and Tom 
Hoenie, present owners of the acreage, assisted 
in cleaning up the debris. The barn was never 
replaced. By: Mrs. Jim (Thelma Buschur) 
Homan) 
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Urban H. Buschur is in front of his barn in 
1977. 

This barn stands at 7916 U.S. 127, and be
longs to Bob and Rita Kimmel. This barn has 
hand hewn beams, and was known as the old 
Livingston Farm. The barn was used for cows 
and horses. Bob's Dad bought this place from a 
Bergman. The hay mows have been taken out 
so larger equipment and machinery could be 
put in the barn. Bob's Mother Ruby Kimmel re
sided the barn in 1978. Today, the barn has two 
pairs of sliding doors on the front, as well as a 
pair on the end wall. Four lightning rods stand 
across the ridge of the roof. 



This barn stands at 8512 U.S. 127. Frank 
Brown used the barn for dairy; he later sold it 
to Don Nuding, who sold it to Bill Kimmel in the 
mid 1960's. Cow stanchions and both hay mows 
are still in the barn. The barn was resided and 
a new metal roof added in the late 1960's. 
Today, the barn is used for equipment storage 
and hay and straw storage, and belongs to Bob 
and Rita Kimmel, 8577 U.S. 127. (Dave Slusser 
Photograph) 

Frank Orr was the original owner of this 
barn, which has hand hewn beams. This barn 
was used for horses, dairy, beef cattle, sheep, 
and hay and straw. The roof originally was a 
big rainbow roof. It belongs to Bob and Rita 
Kimmel, 8577 U.S. 127. (Dave Slusser Photo
graphs) 
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February 15, 1967 a windstorm ripped off 
large segments of the roof on William Kimmel's 
barn, which now is Bob and Rita Kimmel's 
place, 8577 U.S. 127. The wind twisted the entire 
roof. The roof collapsed, as shown in this photo
graph. So, William C. Kimmel put a new roof on 
the barn in August 1967; the work was done by 
Amish carpenters, the Schwartz Family. 

Bob and Rita Kimmel, 8577 U.S. 127, Celina, 
have their name on their white barn today. The 
two nearby buildings have their sliding doors 
trimmed with arches. Maple Lawn Farm is 
written across the building to the right. Two 
wagon wheels stand as reminders of the past, 
on the inside edge of the circle drive. (Dave 
Slusser Photograph) 



Gale and Audrey Hertel, 9309 U.S. 127, 
bought this barn at auction in 1950. They used it 
for dairy, hogs, and chickens until the 1970's 
when the barn was torn down. They tell that a 
Wilson Family built the barn. This photograph 
was taken in the summer of 1969. 

This aerial 1983 photograph shows Gale 
Hertel's barn, 9309 U.S. 127, today, after the big 
barn was torn down. Other smaller outbuildings 
were also torn down since the 1969 photograph 
was taken. 
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Ole K. Sites' barn, 9582 U.S. 127, Celina has 
three lightning rods standing across the ridge of 
the gable roof. The barn was built in 1892, pos
sibly by the Brookharts. This barn has had a 
shed roofed addition added to the left end wall. 
A few windows are across the front. Behind the 
barn is standing a silo, and a corn crib, with a 
"top knot" on the roof. (Dave Slusser Photo
graph) 

John and Cheryl Opperman's barn 9554 U.S. 
127 North, Celina, was built in the 1800's. Five 
lightning rods are across the green gambrel 
roof. A larger window is at the peak of the end 
wall, while smaller, square windows are across 
the level of the mow, and across the ground 
level. One tipped window is still in the one slid
ing door. This sliding door has a slight overhang 
above it, protecting the door and the track from 
the weather. (Dave Slusser Photograph) 



This barn is located on the south side of 
Tama Road, just east of Township Line Road. 
Mrs. Howard Harner's mother's father, Cle
ment May owned this barn, and then Frank and 
Ina Davis (their daughter) owned it. They had 
the barn when Ina (May) Davis was a child and 
she lived to be a hundred in 1988, when she 
passed away. Thus, the barn is over a hundred 
years old. (Ina's daughter is Mrs. Howard 
Harner.) Inside, the barn is original. The barn 
just has a ground floor, (no cement floor). The 
driveway is in the center, and a haymow on 
each side. The original horse manger is there, 
with the trough for oats for the horses to feed. 
Over the years tne farm has changed owner
ship, but the barn is still standing. 

This barn was built during the Civil War 
years, on land owned by Moses McChristy. 
Later the barn was sold to Hipshers, then Ken
dalls, then Charles Wood. The present owner is 
Ethel Marbaugh, 3101 Tama Road, Rockford. 
This gable roofed barn, with lightning rods 
across the roof, is red, with white trim. The 
posts and beams are pinned with wooden pins. 
The barn was moved from a north/south posi
tion to its present east/west position. As Ethel 
Marbaugh says, "The barn is resting now." 
(Dave Slusser Photograph) 
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This Concrete Ventilator and Stave corncrib 
and granary at 3409 Tama Road, is owned by 
the Bob Stover family. It featured a double crib 
with a granary in the center above the drive
way. It was completed in 1921 for Peter Coil for 
$2400 and purchased from the Portable Electric 
Manufacturing Co. of Bloomington, Illinois; the 
materials were shipped to Rockford by train. 
The capacity was 4620 bushel of earcorn and 
2900 bushel of oats. It was equipped with a giant 
bucket elevator which is still in use today as the 
crib has now been adapted for storage of shel
led corn and soybeans. Doris Stover, 10105 Now 
Road, Rockford, told the story of the building. 
(Sondra Samples Photograph) 

R. Thomas Stover's barn stands at 3409 
Tama Road, Rockford. This red barn is 
trimmed in white, with white arches and four
paned windows on the double sliding doors. 
There is a slight overhang built above the track 
to protect the track and the double doors from 
the weather. Seven six-paned windows are lo
cated across the front of the barn. In the past, 
the barn had livestock. They tore out the 
haymow, in order to be able to put in big 
machinery. When the machinery is out of the 
barn, the young can play basketball or vol
leyball; they also have parties in the barn. 



SITES RAMPS is written across the end 
wall of this barn belonging to Ruth E. Sites, 4459 
Tama Road, Rockford. This white barn, with 
the dark arches on the doors, has been used for 
beef cattle and dairy, as well as hay and grain 
storage. Today, the barn is used for housing 
sows and finishing out feeder pigs, as well as 
for hay and straw. 

Richard Hughes' name is on the front of 
this barn, at 4587 Tama Road. Richard's par
ents, Henry and Mary Hughes, owned the farm 
when the earlier barn burned. They built a new 
barn about 1934; this barn is the one standing 
today. Their son Richard and his wife Edna 
were the next owners of the farm about 1946. 
Today Edna Hughes still ownes the farm, but 
lives at 115 Magnolia, Celina. In 1991 Edna told 
how Cathy Leugers is responsible for the neat
ness around the buildings. (Dave Slusser Photo
graph) 
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A star above the double doors is a unique 
sight in Mercer County barns, and this star is 
located on the Earl Fisher barn at 4929 Tama 
Road. Earl Fisher was born in 1904, across the 
road from his barn. At that time, his Grandpar
ents lived where the barn is located. The barn 
was built nearly a hundred years ago, by Joe 
Hansel and Fred Sheer, (Scheer?). The barn 
has been used for livestock, hogs, and machin
ery. (Dave Slusser Photograph) 

Paul Lehman's barn, 5450 Tama Road, has 
been used for livestock, and today is used for 
storage. This white barn, is trimmed with light 
green arches on the sliding doors. The two 
smaller sliding doors to the right are braced for 
strenght. A rural scene of country lawn orna
ments is in the foreground. (Dave Slusser 
Photograph) 



Paul E. Meyer's barn, 4674 Fast Road, 
Celina, is a red barn with white trim. The dou
ble doors are placed to the left of the barn in
stead of being centered. This makes one wonder 
if an addition was made to the right side of the 
barn, at some point in time. The original barn 
was built between 1880 and 1890. They used the 
barn for livestock, hay, straw, corn fodder, and 
machinery. Today, they use the barn to raise 
hogs and for straw storage. 

Eathen Fast built this barn at 5429 Fast 
Road, Celina, about 1911 or 1912. Lumbermen 
Ben and John Siebert came to stay at the Fast 
home while they worked to saw lumber to build 
the barn. The weather stayed so cold and there 
was so much snow that it took them all winter 
to saw the lumber and they stayed in the Fast 
home all that time. The barn was used for hous
ing cows and horses, plus milking area, and for 
hay and straw for winter use. Eathen Fast's son 
Carson and wife Loretta are standing near the 
Ford in this August 1934 photograph. 
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Carson Fast's barn, 5429 Fast Road, was 
badly in need of repair. They were advised to 
demolish it and build a new pole barn. Carson 
Fast, the owner at that time, wanted it to look 
like it did when his father had built it. He had 
Amish builders to restore it in 1979; that was his 
last project before his death in 1980. The barn 
has been used for storing farm machinery. 

Loretta Fast's son Larry Fast remodeled 
the chicken house and added stained glass win
dows. This book is printed in black and white 
and does not do justice to the colors of Loretta's 
flowers in the foreground. 



The family farm was established in 1868 by 
John Willrath. A new barn was constructed in 
the mid 1920's by his son, Charles Willrath. The 
barn was used for cattle, horses, hay, straw, 
and grain storage. This photograph shows the 
barn being razed in 1986, because of the barn's 
deterioration. Today, the farm at 3099 Oregon 
Road, is still owned by the heirs of Charles and 
Mary Willrath. 

Another photograph of the Charles Willrath 
barn at 3099 Oregon Road, shows the 
framework of the barn, the vertical posts, the 
horizontal beams, and the supports, as well as 
the rafters of the gable roof. This 1986 photo
graph shows the barn before the final dismantle 
of the barn. 
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This stately old barn stands at Ned Meyer's 
home, 3265 Oregon Road, Celina. The red barn 
has a shed roofed addition at both ends. The 
sliding doors are trimmed in white. The barn 
has been used for milking dairy cows. Today, 
the barn is used for storage of machinery and 
belongs to Neil Meyer, 3265 Oregon Road, 
Celina. (Dave Slusser Photograph) 

August Frahm built this barn, in 1890-1891, 
at 3335 Oregon Road, Celina, which belongs to 
Harold Pierstorff today. This red barn is 
trimmed with white trim and has an addition 
built to the back of the barn. The barn has been 
used for livestock, as well as for hay and grain. 
Today, the barn is used for machinery and a 
shop. (Dave Slusser Photograph) 



Freda Lay's barn, 3713 Oregon Road, 
Celina, was built in 1945 by Charlie Gray and 
Lawrence Schaadt. The barn has been used for 
grain and hay storage, and raising livestock. 
Freda told that the barn was a favorite place to 
play, and her children had a basketball court in 
the hay mow. Freda tells that today the barn is 
used for storage as well as a place where her 
thirty two grandchildren love to play. The old 
barn had to be replaced after it burned to the 
ground on Christmas Eve. (Dave Slusser Photo
graph) 

Steven and Linda Siebert's barn, 4570 Ore
gon Road, was built in 1918 by Mr. Squires, who 
built other barns in this area. The barn was 
built from native timber. The round roof was 
formed by rafters (approximately 6 foot in 
length) which were sawed in a slight arc on one 
side. The rafters were then overlapped and 
nailed together. The barn has housed milk cows 
and horses, and stored loose hay. The barn 
stored wheat and oats, which were threshed out 
of the barn later. Today, the barn is used to 
raise steers. The three generations of owners 
were Edward Martin and Alvena Siebert; Earl 
Joachim and Audrey Siebert; and Steven Jay 
and Linda Siebert. 
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This photograph shows the overlapping of 
the rafters of the Steven and Linda Siebert 
barn, 4570 Oregon Road. 

E. Van Tilburg's barn, 4818 Oregon Road, 
Celina, was built in 1924-1925 by Andy Gast. The 
barn was built from the native timber from this 
farm. The tree tops were made into firewood by 
the neighbors. This white barn, with the round 
roof, which is somtimes called a rainbow roof 
or a gothic roof, has been used for livestock, 
hay and straw. Today, the barn is being used 
for storage for machinery. (Dave Slusser 
Photograph) 



This white barn with the gable roof stands 
where Kevin Meyer lives at 4841 Oregon Road, 
Celina. The barn not only has the big double 
doors in the front, but also a smaller pair of 
sliding double doors to the end of the barn. 
Across the front, there is a series of smaller 
doors. The owner is Paul Meyer, 4674 Fast 
Road, Celina. The barn has housed all kinds of 
livestock and straw in the mow. Today, the 
barn is used for machine storage. 

Mr. and Mrs. Owen E. Weaver's barn, 4911 
Oregon Road, Celina, was built approximately 
1895. Orginally the barn had tongue and groove 
wooden siding, was painted red, and trimmed in 
white. Then, the barn was painted white several 
times. In 1984, it was covered with metal siding. 
The barn has had at least two wooden and one 
iock asphalt shingle siding. In 1987 a steel cov
ering was added. The barn has sawn timbers 
put together with pins. The horse stalls have 
been taken out to make room for grain bins. 
The barn was put on a solid foundation around 
1940. The barn was bought by Tobias 
Eichenauer in 1920; D.W. Eichenauer in 1908, 
and in 1973, by Owen and Leota (Eichenaur) 
Weaver. (Dave Slusser Photograph) 
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John A. Wilson's barn, 5430 Oregon Road, 
Celina, was built in 1881 by Daniel Weaver. 
Twenty years before this, the farm was owned 
by John Wilson who was the grandfather of the 
present owner, John Wilson III. In 1861, John 
Wilson II was born in the house of this present 
day farm. When an adult, John II bought the 
farm again and it has remained in the Wilson 
family. (In 1887 John Wilson II's sister 
Samantha married Willis Weaver, a son of 
Daniel Weaver.) The original barn was en
larged and remodeled in 1949. 

This interior beam has the original mark
ing, "D. Weaver 1881" in the John Wilson barn, 
5430 Oregon Road. 



This aerial view of John Wilson's farm, 
shows the barn as well as the other outbuild
ings. 

This is the original barn as it was being 
readied for remodeling in 1949. They had just 
removed the doors, before beginning to remodel 
the barn at John Wilson's farm. 
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This barn is neat with its new siding, at 
John Karch's place, 3449 Frahm Pike, Celina. 
The barn was built about 1900 and has been 
used as a dairy barn. Today, the barn is used 
for machinery storage and a beef barn and be
longs to Donald E. Karch, 8448 Now Road, 
Celina. 

This barn on Frahm Pike was built about 
1890 by a man named Smith. The barn was used 
for cattle, horses, and storage. Today, the barn 
is used to store farm machinery and belongs to 
Edith M. Slabough, Shane Hill, Rockford. The 
barn not only has the pair of double sliding 
doors, but also a series of small sliding doors 
for various levels of entry to the barn. 



Russell K. Eichenauer's barn, 3806 Frahm 
Pike, Celina, was built by John Lehman in 1886. 
The barn has been used for storage of machin
ery and hay and straw. This aerial view gives a 
perspective of all the buildings on the farm. 

John and Don Smith and Sons, Farlane 
Farm, have this farm at 4370 Frahm Pike, in 
the family for over a hundred years, to make 
this a Centennial Farm. The main barn has a 
round roof, (also known as a rainbow roof or 
gothic roof), which allows for more space in the 
mow. Today, they use this barn for dairy, for 
Registered Holsteins. 
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This barn was built a year before our na
tion's centennial, in 1875 by a Mr. Colus. Seven 
lightning rods, with their glass globes intact, 
stand tall across the ridge of the gable roof. 
Louvered vents are spaced along the top of the 
front wall. This barn, forty feet wide by ninety 
feet long, has oak frame work, with hand hewn 
beams, pinned with wooden pins. The barn has 
a wood floor in about three quarters of the barn 
and has two drive ways. This barn has been 
used for cattle, horses, and storage for straw, 
hay, and machinery. Today, the owner, Edson 
Pierstorff, 3701 Frahm Pike, Celina, uses the 
barn for grain and machinery storage. 

This interior view of Edson Pierstorff's 
barn, not only shows the symmetry of the fram
ing, but also identifies a unique type of framing. 
Note above the main cross beams, that the in
clined posts are supporting the purlin. Most 
Mercer County barns have vertical posts sup
porting the purlin, beneath the rafters. This 
type framing suggests that the builder had 
knowledge of shipbuilding from the east coast, 
because they used these inclined support posts 
for the ship they were building. At the end of the 
barn, the sunlight outlines the vertical boards. 



Another view of Edson Pierstorff's barn not 
only shows the inclined support posts for the 
purlin, but also shows the stepping boards on 
the posts to climb higher in the mow. 

Gary and Sue Miller's barn, 5720 Morrow 
Road, Celina, probably looks much as it did 
when it was built, being that it does not have 
several additions to it. The main double sliding 
doors are to the front of the barn. A smaller 
service door is on the right side. The barn has 
been used for dairy cattle. Today, they use the 
barn to store farm machinery and to raise 
calves. 
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Lyle and Lucille Hamilton's barn, 5850 Mor
row Road, Celina, was built in the late 1800's. 
Though not confirmed, it is thought that Charles 
Weaver built the barn for Hainlines. The barn 
has been used for cattle, hay and machine stor
age. Prior to Lyle and Lucille Hamilton's pur
chase of the farm in 1952, the previous owners 
were Herb Kreimendahl (1943-1952); Albert Pax 
(1934); Charles Weaver and Cora (1923); 
Nathan Hainline (1898); Caroline Roberts 
(1893); George Fox (1890); Joshua Roberts 
(1883); Adam Barver (1852). In 1944 the 
Kreimendahls added new redwood siding; in 
1987, the Hamiltons added metal siding. (Dave 
Slusser Photograph) 

Edith Slabaugh's barn, 5025 Morrow Road, 
Celina, was an old barn before her father S.V. 
Slabaugh moved from Licking County to 
Mercer County in 1888. The double doors are to 
the right side of the barn. A series of four paned 
windows are across the front and side. A double 
window of four panes each is in the gable peak. 
The barn was hit by lightning about 1907 with 
the siding knocked off on the west end, but the 
barn did not catch fire. As more storage was 
needed to store more machinery, twenty feet 
was added to the barn, and the siding was re
stored. In 1938, it was resided and sliding doors 
replaced with the large doors. Originally the 
large doors swung out; otherwise it looks as it 
was at first. 



Clifford Eichenauer's barn, 3687 Schleucher 
Road, Celina, was built in 1900 by Andrew 
Smith. This attractive red barn is trimmed in 
white. The large double sliding doors are to the 
right, while a smaller pair of sliding doors is to 
the left. This barn has always been used for 
livestock and feed. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Scheucher's barn on 
Scheucher Road was built in 1900. Apparently, 
the road received its name from their family 
name, so the family has been here as long as 
the road. The barn has housed dairy cattle, 
draft horses, hay and straw, and farm machin
ery. Today, the barn is used for farm machin
ery storage. This barn will soon be a centennial 
barn, at the turn of the century. Mr. and Mrs. 
Ed Scheucher today live at 429 Johnson Avenue, 
Celina. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Rex Ferguson's son Ryan is 
standing in front of their barn at 3053 Hone-Weir 
Road, Celina. The barn is about a hundred 
years old. This barn has been used for live
stock. The barn has siding put on it. The larger 
double sliding doors are in the center, with 
small sliding doors on either side. Ryan was 
two years old in January 1992; when he grows 
up, he will show his grandchildren this photo
graph and tell them about the barn where he 
used to play. 

This aerial view of Garrett and Judy 
Hellwarth's place at 3096 Hone Weir Road, 
Celina, not only shows the barn, but also the 
other buildings. This barn is used for steers and 
cattle housing, and hay and straw storage. The 
former owners were Frank Steele, Frank Fet
ters, Sam and Bernadine Hellwarth, Sr., and 
Sam and Nita Hellwarth Jr., and Garrett and 
Judy Hellwarth. 



This red barn, with its white arches on the 
barn doors, also has a partial white circle 
painted in the peak of the end wall. A few barns 
in northern Mercer County have a white partial 
circle painted at the peak, like this one does, at 
Leon Hanni's barn, 3373 Hone Weir Road, 
Celina. This farm did belong to Arthur Miller; 
his son Paul Miller said the barn was remod
eled and a hip roof was added, and a "L" 
shaped section was put on the back. This was 
over 85 years ago, so the original barn was 
probably over a 100 years old. The man who re
modeled this barn was Mr. Bill Squires. (Mr. 
Squires was a local well-known barn builder.) 
The barn has been used for dairy cattle, hogs, 
and sheep. Today, the barn is used for storage 
for hay, and a pony. "L & J FARM" is lettered 
across the front of the barn. 

Lisle Eichenauer's barn, 3725 Hone Weir 
Road, Celina, was built in the middle eighteen 
hundreds. Five lightning rods stand across the 
ridge of the gable roof of this red barn, trimmed 
in white. The barn has been used for livestock, 
hay, and machinery. Today, the barn is used for 
machinery and firewood. 
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An interior view not only shows the sym
metry of the frame, but also the height of the 
vertical posts supporting the purlin. The top 
cross beam is placed slightly lower than the 
purlin. The vertical boards of the end wall are 
outlined by the sunlight, of Lisle Eichenauer's 
barn. 

A closer look at the main cross beam in 
Lisle Eichenauer's barn, still shows the blade 
marks, made when the beam was hand hewn; 
the wooden pins are still in place. 



The Model 1985 Murray Lawn Tractor sits 
in front of the adjacent building, also red and 
trimmed in white, at Lisle Eichenauer's place, 
3725 Hone Weir Road. 

Rolland Zimmerman, 3820 Hone Weir Road, 
Celina, has the original bill for when the barn 
was built, for Roland's father, Ralph Zimmer
man, in 1911. The trees were cut from this farm 
to build the bai;n. The siding and shingles were 
purchased from Estry and Stephenson planing 
Mill. The 34,000 shingles cost a total of $251.07. 
Nails, barn door, track and car, pulleys, 396 feet 
of hay rope; all cost $59.35, of which bill was 
from Empire Cream Separator Company. The 
barn has been used for horses, cattle, hay, 
straw and grain, and is now used for storage. 
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This aerial view shows Lowell Stetler's 
buildings, 4206 Miller Road, Celina. Note the 
way the barn sets parallel to the road, to the 
right side of the house. The barn has two sets of 
main double doors, as well as smaller sliding 
doors to the side. One lone window is on the 
front. Windows can be seen across the end wall. 

This October 1992 view shows Lowell Stet
ler' s barn, 4206 Miller Road. There is a slight 
rise to the bank, leading to the main double 
doors. 
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This barn stands at John S. Hellwarth's 
place, 7909 Hellwarth Road. George F. 
Hellwarth built the barn in 1917. This barn has 
been used for feed and livestock. The red siding 
and white trim give a new look to the barn, 
which was built at the end of World War I, in 
1917. John F. Hellwarth, 4347 Miller Road, owns 
this barn. 

Helen Brandon's barn, 4366 Miller Road, 
Celina, was built in 1958, at a time when people 
were building these big round roofed barns in 
the fifties. Four four-paned windows are across 
the front wall, with two tipped four-paned win
dows in the double doors. This round roof has 
sometimes been called a rainbow roof or a 
gothic roof; it allows for more space in the 
mow. The barn has been used for cattle, hay 
and straw. 

131 

Jerry and Kathryn Hellwarth's barn, 4590 
Miller Road, Celina, was built in the 1880's. The 
old barn has a slate roof, and the barn frame is 
pegged together with wooden pegs. This red 
barn with the white trim, has a double set of 
sliding doors on the front, as well as a smaller 
sliding door to the right. In the past, the barn 
has been used for general livestock, and it had 
horse stalls for the horses. Today, the barn is 
used for dairy cattle, and to store hay. 

This white barn, with the many louvered 
windows was built in the 1880's, at 4672 Miller 
Road, Celina, where Mabel Hellwarth lives. The 
barn has two pairs of double doors on the front, 
in addition to the smaller sliding doors. In the 
past, the barn was used for general livestock, 
and it had horse stalls for the horses. Jerry and 
Kathryn Hellwarth, 4590 Miller Road, Celina, 
own the barn. Today, the barn is used to house 
hogs and calves. 



John F. Hellwarth's barn, 4347 Miller Road, 
Celina, was built in 1898 by George F. 
Hellwarth. Five lightning rods stand across the 
ridge of the gable roof. Five louvered windows 
are across the top of the front of the barn. Note 
the type of protected entry to the mow, to the 
right end of the barn. In the past, this barn was 
used for hay and livestock housing. Today, the 
barn is used for hay and milking facility. 

Sam and Nita Hellwarth's barn stands at 
3081 Carmel Church Road, Celina. 
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The past owners of Sam and Nita 
Hellwarth's barn, 3081 Carmel Church Road, 
were Andy Smith, then Albert Kanoor. Sam 
Hellwarth, Sr., and Bernadine purchased the 
farm in 1940. Sam Hellwarth, Jr., and Nita pur
chased the farm in 1973. The barn was used for 
hay and straw storage, milking stalls, and cat
tle housing. 

This aerial view shows Sam and Nita 
Hellwarth's place at 3081 Carmel Church Road. 
A new milking parlor was added to the west end 
of the orginal barn in 1963. In 1990 a new free 
standing double 8 milking parlor was built to 
the east end of the barn yard. Today, the barn 
has four different groups of calves, and hay and 
straw storage. This aerial view not only shows 
the other buildings and silos, but also the farm 
pond. 



This barn was standing when the Howard 
Harner family bought this place in 1954. They 
then resided the barn, at 3581 Carmel Church 
Road, Celina. The gable roofed, white barn has 
straw stored in the hay mow. 

William J. Hoenie's barn stands at 5669 Mil
ler Road. 
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William J. Hoenie wrote the following story 
about his place. "John B. H. Hoenie and wife 
came to America from Germany about the year 
1837. They bought 80 acres of ground from the 
Government in 1840. They had six children: 
Henry, Mary, Julie Ann, John, William, and 
George. The boys all farmed. George, the 
youngest, stayed with his parents; when they 
died, the farm was given to him for taking care 
of them. He built the barn and the house. The 
barn is 84 feet by forty feet; it is all pinned with 
wooden pins. The beams are all one foot square 
and in one piece (ends are forty feet and sides 
are forty two feet). It was built in the late 1870's 
or early 1880's. It has been in the family ever 
since; first, John B. H. Hoenie, then son George 
Hoenie, then daughter Caroline Hoenie, and 
now William J. Hoenie, Grandson of William 
Hoenie. William moved to this place in 1939 and 
bought the farm in 1958." 



Joe and Vickie Kapp, 6768 Lakeacres Drive, 
Celina, purchased Ivan and Dorothy Miller's 
barn, located eight miles south of Rockford, on 
the east side of State Route 118. They had 
Amish carpenters tear down the barn. They are 
going to relocate this barn and use the post and 
beam frame for a home they are building in 
South Carolina. This May 1993 photograph 
shows the frame of the barn, as the siding and 
roof are taken away. The hand hewn beams can 
be seen. 

This view of Joe and Vickie Kapp's barn 
shows the framing of the barn. Note the inclined 
purlin support posts, above the cross beam. The 
inclined purlin support posts are also supported 
by posts, running parallel to the rafters. Not a 
lot of Mercer County barns, have these inclined 
purlin support posts. The barn, just to the north 
of this place, also has this type of framing. 
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The Krimendahl Family had the Sun Blest 
Farms on State Route 127, north of Celina. Herb 
F. Krimendahl was President of Crampton Can
neries. H.F. Krimendahl hired Gayle Bowen as 
Herdsman, and Manager of the Farms in 1939. 
The old barn was standing and he built an ex
tension of the barn to the north end of the barn; 
the new b"arn had glazed tile block about 8 or 9 
feet and they raised the old barn and put glazed 
tile block under it, also. This dairy barn had 
about ten Guernsey cows when Bowen went 
there. 

This is an aerial view of the Krimendahl 
farm, on State Route 127, about 1943 to 1944. 
They also had land across the road, of which the 
dairy barn is similar to this one. 



In 1943 Purina Mills, St. Louis, MO, pub
lished a brochure with this photograph and the 
following statement: 

"Mr. Krimendahl and his herdsman, Gayle 
Bowen, have built one of Ohio's leading 
Guernsey herds by securing top producing 
females and breeding to production bred bulls. 
The offspring from this combination are prov
ing outstanding, both in type and at the pail. 
While this method of herd building would be too 
costly for the average farmer, it is producing 
very fine young bulls and heifers worth consid
eration of any practical farmer or breeder who 
wants really good breeding stock to build up his 
herd. Purina Mills is pleased to recommend this 
fine breeding establishment." 
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H.F. Krimendahl became President of Stok
ley Foods in Indianapolis, and then in 1948, 
Krimendahl had a sale for the Guernseys. This 
bull, Langwater Esquire, sold for $10,000 at this 
sale. Herb Krimendahl is second from the left 
and Gayle Bowen is second from the right. 

This is a photograph of the 1948 sale of 
Guernseys. They sold about 150 head of cows, 
heifers, and calves, which sold approximately 
$1000 a head. Krimendahl also had a herd of 
pure bred Angus cattle, which he moved to No
blesville, Indiana and had Gayle Bowen move 
there as Manager of Sun Blest Farms. Ralph 
Stuckey remaine~ to farm the farms for 
Krimendahl. He still lives there today, on the 
east side of the road. Today, Mr. and Mrs. 
Gayle Bowen are retired and own a farm east of 
Wren, and they live at 101 Jackson Street, 
Wren, Ohio 45899. 



Schroyer, Inc. 
SCHROYER, INC. is located at 9411 U.S. 

Route 127 North, Celina, Ohio 45822 and is a 
local family owned trucking company. In 1948 
or 1949, George D. Schroyer started hauling 
livestock from and to farms in Mercer County 
to nearby livestock sale barns. Then, in 1950, 
this operation was continued by Dale Schroyer, 
brother to George. In 1952, George Junior 
Schroyer, son of George D. Shroyer, purchased 
the truck from Dale and continued hauling 
livestock. By the year 1955, one straight truck 
and two semi's were being used. 

A few years later, livestock trucking was 
changed to a more diversified farm related 
trucking operation. Today, in 1993, SCHROY
ER INC. transports grain, feed, seed, fertilizer, 
anhydrous ammonia, L D gas, chemicals for 
farm useage, and other commodities; almost 
everything transported is related to farms. 

The company consists of a terminal which 
includes a garage, office, and approximately 
four acres of parking for the 12 tractors and 30 
semi trailers being used. The different type of 
trailers includes hopper grain trailers, tank 
trailers, van trailers and flat trailers. Each 
year this equipment covers 750,000 miles of 
operation. 

The Company is owned by George and 
Marie Schroyer, with three of their children 
keeping good control of the operation. Cindy 
Schatzer, daughter, has clerical control in the 
office, with Dave (son) as President and in 
charge of operations. Craig (son) is a driver 
and customer relations person. George and 
Marie have a few old trucks, including a 1919 
Fort TT, which one similar to it was used to 
haul cream from farms to Midwest Creamery 
in Celina in the 1920's. 

1919 Ford 
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1951 Chevrolet Livestock Truck 

1964 International with 1963 Grain Trailer 

1966 Chevrolet with 1963 Grain Trailer 

1987 Freightliner with Anhydrous Ammonia 
Trailer. 



Liberty Township, Mercer County, Ohio 
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* This page was sponsored by the Liberty Township Trustees for the convenience of those who wish to tour Liberty 
Township roads, to see the big barns and to appreciate our rural heritage. The 1992 Liberty Township Trustees are 
Carl Carr, Duane Linn, and Terry Linn; Kathleen Branstetter is Clerk. 

** This map was printed by permission of Spectrum Map Publishing, Inc., 909 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202. 
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This red barn with the white trim belongs to 
Madge Stolz, 7420 Indiana-Ohio State Line 
Road, Celina. This barn was built in 1907. An 
addition has since been added and a foundation 
was added to the barn. The black gambrel roof 
allows for more space in the hay mow. 

Gertrude Hoblet's barn, 9814 State Route 49, 
was built in 1912 by Henry Baker. This photo
graph shows the barn during construction. 
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Gertrude Hoblet's barn, 9814 State Route 49, 
was used for hay, straw, oats, and wheat stor
age on the upper level, and for horses, cows 
housing and milking on the lower level, under 
the bank barn. This barn was dismantled in 
1988, in Chattanooga. 

Clifford Hoffhines' barn stood the first place 
south of Chattanooga, on the west side of State 
Route 49. One can see the stable doors on the 
front of the barn on this photograph. One win
dow is in the gable end wall. This barn was dis
mantled in 1978, and rebuilt at Bearcreek 
Farms, Indiana, where they took this barn and 
another barn together to make the gift shop. 



Clarence (Jack) and Emily Minch's barn, 
7135 State Route 49, Celina, was built in 1893, by 
Anthony Feipel, the maternal Grandfather of 
the present owner. The original owner's name 
and date is in the roof of the barn. In the past, 
this barn was used for horses, cattle, and feed 
storage. Today, the barn is used for hogs and 
feed storage. This photograph was taken in 
April 1992, so one can see the equipment in front 
of the barn, being used at this time. 

The date 1893 is also on the roof on the back 
of Clarence Minch's barn, 7135 State Route 49. 
The two pair of double doors are on the front 
and the back of this barn, and were opened 
when they were threshing. The windows on the 
lower end wall, as well as the window in the 
gable peak can be seen from this side. 
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This windpump, on windmill, on the Clar
ence Minch farm, is most unusual, in that it has 
a water holding tank, partway up the frame. A 
martin birdhouse has also been mounted on this 
frame. 

This red barn with the gambrel roof, stands 
a mile south of Chattanooga, on State Route 49. 
This barn is sixty feet by fifty-four feet, and is 
of mortice and peg construction; it has a dirt 
floor. It was built by a Baker circa 1910. The 
painter of this barn put an interesting triple 
arch on the main sliding doors. The artist also 
added white arches on the other doors. He 
added the partial white arches at the peak of 
the end wall; this type white arch is found more 
to the northern part of the county, than in the 
southern part. In the past, this barn has been 
used to house race horses. This barn is owned 
by Stan Chapin, 9198 U.S. 127 North, Celina, 
Ohio. 
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William Muhlenkamp's barn, 7911 State 
Route 49, Celina, was built in 1880. The date 1880 
is written over the main door. Bill's Grandpa 
Joseph Turckes moved to this place in 1896. He 
put the windmill on top of the barn. He had 
some carpenters work on the barn about all 
summer to jack it up and put a foundation 
under it and make a bank barn out of it; it was 
lots of work. Bill's Grandpa used to sell 
windmills; he sold around a hundred of them 
and put them up. He also sold wire fence, fence 
posts, fertilizer by the train car load. He would 
sell about one car load of fence; one car load of 
the fence post, and twelve to twenty car loads of 
fertilizer. He sold electric light plants, Essex 
cars, International farm machinery, Massey 
Harris farm machinery, New Idea farm 
machinery, and Chevy cars, and Bell City 
Threshing machines. 

When William Muhlenkamp's Grandpa 
Turckes had this barn raised, Mark Kessen, 
from near Carthagena, did the cement work. 
The louvered vents can be seen. Two pairs of 
threshing doors are in front and back of the 
barn. A straw stack, left from threshing, is in 
back of the barn. In the windmill, there is a 
door. Even though the windmill is gone today, 
one can still see where it was located by looking 
inside the roof. 
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Bill Muhlenkamp had the Amish carpenters 
do some repair work on the end wall of the 
barn. This is the piece they used when they 
were cutting the supporting post to mortise 
them into the vertical posts. 

The interior framing of Bill Muhlenkamp's 
barn, 7911 State Route 49, is unique. The main 
cross beams are supported by vertical posts as 
are other barns. However, above the main 
posts, and on either side of them, are the in
clined support posts for the purlin plate or 
beam which runs the length of the barn and sup
ports the rafters of the roof. A few of the barns, 
which have these inclined supporting posts for 
the purlin plate, have the inclined post mortised 
into the cross beam, right above the vertical 
post; in this barn, the inclined post is mortised 
into the beam on either side of the vertical post. 



Another view of the interior framing of Bill 
Muhlenkamp's barn not only shows the inclined 
supporting posts for the purlin plate, but also 
shows this particular cross beam, has an addi
tional supporting cross beam beneath it, above 
the vertical post. These beams and posts are all 
hand hewn. 

This interior view of Bill Muhlenkamp's 
barn, shows the hand hewn posts and beams 
next to the wooden threshing floor ( which is still 
intact). Lightning struck this barn about twice; 
the second time was in the 1960's. The first time 
lightning struck the windpump on top, and 
Joseph Turckes took the wind pump down. (In 
the barn, they put a metal brace on the post, to 
reinforce it.) Turckes built a windpump next to 
the barn; during the spring 1947 tornado, this 
windpump went down. (Barns around Chat
tanooga also went down in this tornado.) 
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This barn stands just south of Charles 
Strabel's place, 8466 State Route 49. Charles 
Strabel's father Pete bought this place in 1914, 
at $125.00 an acre; relatives said this was an 
outrageous price and he would lose the farm, 
but he paid it off in four and one/half years. Be
fore this, the Spangler Brothers, who had a lit
tle store at New Corydon, Indiana, owned the 
place and built this barn. Pete Strabel's son 
Rudy married and moved into this place, 1957 to 
1984. Then Bill Muhlenkamp bought the place in 
1984. 

Harold Muhlenkamp, 8058 State Route 49, 
Celina, owns this barn which was built in 1890, 
by Charles Bollenbacher. The barn is no longer 
used for livestock, but is used for grain storage 
and a garage. The tractor shown is a 1953 Mas
sey-Harris 44 Special, originally owned by 
Lawrence Purdy, then Howard Muhlenkamp. 
The tractor is now owned by Rick Muhlenkamp, 
who restored it during the winter of 1992. 



An interior view of Harold Muhlenkamp's 
barn, at 8058 State Route 49, shows the framing 
of the barn. 

Fred and Rose Meyers built this barn in 
1906; the barn stands on State Route 49, and is 
owned by Harold Muhlenkamp, 8058 State Route 
49, Celina. In the past the barn was used for 
livestock, hay, and grain; today, the barn is 
used for machinery. 
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John and Rose Sudhoff built this barn 
around 1900, on Skeels Road, west of State 
Route 49. In the past, the barn was used for 
livestock, hay, and grain. Today, the barn is 
used for storing machinery. Harold Muhlen
kamp, 8058 State Route 49, owns this barn. 

This barn is 85 years old in 1992. The farm 
is in the third generation of the Fisher family; 
first Christian Fisher had the farm, then his 
daughter Louisa and her husband Peter 
Strabel; and now, Charles W. Strabel has the 
farm. When the family first moved here, forty 
acres of land were cleared and forty acres were 
woods; the log house was already on the farm. 
The barn is 36' x 60' and was resided about six 
years ago and given a new roof two years ago. 
This red barn with the white trim stands at 8466 
State Route 49. 



This attractive white barn stands alone on 
State Route 49, north of Frahm Pike. A previous 
barn had burned. The lumber for this barn was 
from the woods on this farm, and was built ap
proximately in the late 1930's, by Johnny Bol
lenbacher. In the past, the barn was used for 
horses, cattle, hay, straw, wheat, oats, and 
beans storage. Today, the barn is used for small 
machinery storage. Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Bransteter, 918 Schaadt Road, Rockford, own 
this barn. 

Kirby and Judy Stetler's barn at 8517 State 
Route 49, was built about 1900. Originally, a log 
farmhouse stood in place of their present home, 
and there was a log barn south of them on State 
Route 49, on the Charles Strabel Farm. This 
barn was damaged by the 1920 Chattanooga 
area tornado; the tornado made the barn lean 
heavily to the north, but it was straightened and 
reinforced. E.J. Brookhart owned this barn at 
one time, and at least three generations of the 
Weisenborn family lived on this farm. In the 
past, the barn was used for dairy cows, milking, 
livestock, and hay. Today the barn is used for a 
workshop and storage. The old milkhouse is a 
playhouse for their eight-year-old daughter Jes
sica. Through the years, Kirby has thought 
about replacing this barn with a pole bar, but 
there is too much history in this old barn with 
its wood-pin construction. 
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This barn was built by The Henry Schwartz 
Construction Company of Geneva, Indiana, in 
September 1937. The foundation was marked 
and measured and cement poured by the owner 
Elmer Fritzinger, 8883 State Route 49. The 
lumber was bought from The Hoge Lumber 
Company at New Knoxville, Ohio, on September 
2, 1937. The beams were fastened together with 
large wooden pins and the barn's rafters were 
raised and put in place by many Amish hands. 
It is believed this barn was the last barn built 
this way in Mercer County. In the past, the barn 
was used for raising livestock, and storing hay, 
straw, grain and machinery. Today, the barn is 
used for storing machinery. 

The weathered barn siding is typical of 
these old barns, and gives them a dignified 
class all their own. When the original barn buil
ders built these barns, the barns were meant to 
last. They have survived the years, and are still 
the symbol of the family farm. This barn be
longs to Carl and Betty Carr, 9324 State Route 
49, Rockford. 



The KESLAR Name, with the date 1887, 
stands as clear as day, on the roof of this old 
barn, standing at 9391 State Route 49. It belongs 
to Mr. and Mrs. Harold Stetler, 215 Dogwood, 
Celina. The barn has been used for livestock, 
hay and grain. Today, the barn is used for stor
age. 

This June 1939 photograph is of Carl 
Schroeder's barn at Chattanooga. This barn 
was built in the 1930's by Amish carpenters, and 
has been used for housing cattle, prior to being 
taken to the stockyard or cattle sales. This 
photograph belongs to Lowell Schroeder; on the 
photograph one can see the hay hood extending 
in a triangular shape above the two sliding 
doors. The gambrel roof allows for more space 
in the mow. The barn belongs to Marcella 
Schroeder, 1198 Schroeder Road, Rockford. 
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Kenny and Rita Branstetter, Schaadt Road, 
own this barn on Linn Road. This barn was built 
in 1980 by the Morton Co. This barn has been 
used for tools and machinery. This barn shows 
the contrast between the big old barns of the 
past, and the kind of barns which have been 
built in the 1980's. 

James Bransteter, 8212 Linn Road, Celina, 
owns this barn, which is mortised and pinned. 
Their house was built about 1915, but they are 
not sure when the barn was built. The gable 
roof has four lightning rods. An addition has 
been added to the rear. A basketball board indi
cates that children are about. 



This aerial view shows the William Frit
zinger's barn and other buildings at 8710 Linn 
Road, Celina. The main barn has a gable roof, 
with a barn built behind it, with a gambrel roof. 
In the past, the barn was used for cattle, horses 
and grain. Today, the barn is used for storage. 

....___ 

Six lightning rods stand across the ridge of 
this barn belonging to Duane Linn, 8881 Linn 
Road, Celina. The barn has been used for live
stock and milk cows; today, the barn is used for 
machine storage. 
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John W. and Naomi Robbins' barn, 8149 
Wabash Road, Celina, was built from hewn tim
bers, and pinned with wooden pegs, 1895-1900; 
the rafters are round native timber. The 
owner's name, John W. Robbins, is printed 
across the end of the barn. (Putting the owner's 
name on the barn is almost a lost art in Mercer 
County.) This barn has been used for livestock, 
machinery and hay storage. In 1992 this barn 
presently houses Belgian Draft horses, which 
are used for work, pleasure and profit . 

Holding the draft horses at Robbins' barn is 
John W. Robbins on the left, and Donald Lugin
bill on the right. 



This March 1945 photograph shows Frank 
and Marcella Smerick's barn at 8580 Wabash 
Road, Celina. 

This 1946 or 1947 photograph is an aerial 
view of the Frank Smerick farm. One can see 
the big barn, in relation to the other buildings, 
the windmill, and the slate roofs show their de
tail. 

A later aerial view of the Frank Smerik 
farm continues to show the evolution of the 
farm buildings. 
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A painting of the aerial view of the Frank 
and Sally Smerik farm, shows the big barn still 
standing, as it is a century old, with its addi
tions, the windmill, and the new buildings. 

The summer of 1992 Frank Smerik painted 
his silo and windpump white. 

Across the cornfield, the newly painted silo 
and windpump stand out against the blue sum
mer sky, at the Smerik place. 



Joe and Amy McQuillan's barn stands at 
8667 Wabash Road, Celina. This barn stands 
straight with its weathered siding; the barn was 
built to last, and has withstood the years well. If 
farming had not changed so much with modern 
equipment, these big old barns would still be 
used for cattle, horses, and hay. Our ancestors 
meant for these barns to last several genera
tions. In the past, the barn was used for milk
ing, hogs and beef. Today, the barn is used for 
beef and steers. 

This barn, stands on the west side of 
Wabash Road, and south of Oregon Road, and 
belongs to Celesta Schaadt, 9180 State Route 49, 
Celina. The barn was built before the 1900, and 
looks much like it did, when it was built. Look
ing at this old barn, one would almost expect 
the horses to come up to the barn. The barn has 
been used for livestock and storage. 
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This barn stands on the northeast corner of 
Wabash Road and Oregon Road, and belongs to 
Celesta Schaadt, 9180 State Route 49. The barn 
was built in 1910. This round roof is sometime·s 
called a Gothic or rainbow roof; there is a slight 
flare to the edge of the roof, sometimes called a 
ski jump. This roof allows for more space in the 
hay mow. This barn has been used for livestock 
and storage. 

This barn stands on Wabash Road, south of 
Strahle Road, and was built in 1916, and be
longed to S. J. Leininger. Note that this barn 
has a raised foundation, in order for a bank to 
be built up to the main doors. The pair of double 
doors have white arches painted on them, as 
does the gable end wall, and the basement 
doors. This white arch painted on the gable end 
wall, on either side of the window, is unique to 
northern Mercer County. In the past the barn 
was used fo livestock and grain storage; today, 
the barn is used for small machinery storage. 



Donald Stachler's barn, 7515 Burrville 
Road, was built in 1913. This white barn, with 
the brown trim, was used for general livestock 
in the past; today, it is used for raising sheep. 

This barn originally stood on the northeast 
corner of the intersection of Hone-Weir and 
Burrville road; in 1938 it was purchased from 
the Kendall's by Ezra and Nellie Laffin and 
moved to its present location at 7780 Burrville 
Road. Note the pent roof on the end; the barn is 
also trimmed with white arches. A white dia
mond decorates the gable end; this is an un
usual design in barn decorations of gable ends. 
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This is a view of the Ezra Laffin barn at 
7780 Burrville Road, in the 1960's. Today, the 
original structure is covered with white 
aluminum siding. The farm was passed to their 
daughter Velone Laffin Bricker in 1981; she had 
the farm until October 31, 1989. The present 
owners are Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Day. The hand 
notched, rough hewn logs of the original 
framework are still visible today. 

Ezra Laffin on the Case Tractor with his 
granddaughter Judy Bricker (Coppess) in front 
of his barn about 1944, at 7780 Burrville Road. 



In 1926, Velone Laffin, daughter of Ezra 
Laffin, stood in the front of the barn which orig
inally stood at 7780 Burrville Road. This barn 
was torn down in 1938, and replaced by a larger 
barn that was moved from a location one-half 
mile away. 

This neat barn, with its gambrel roof and 
white siding, stands at 7882 Burrville Road, and 
belongs to Mitch Scott, 7636 Weitz Road, Celina. 
In the past, the barn was used for livestock; 
today it is used for storage. 
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Gale Thomas, 8155 Burrville Road, owns 
this barn which was built around 1900 by Gale's 
Great-Grandfather. This barn was used to shel
ter the horses and cows in its early years; there 
also was a hay mow over the entire barn. This 
barn measures 96 x 38. In 1953 the barn was 
turned a quarter turn to set it on a new founda
tion, in its present east and west location. 
Today, the barn is used to keep hogs. 

Carl and Goldie Fahncke's barn, 8356 
Burrville Road, Celina, was built in 1915 by 
Andy Mauer. In the past, the barn was used for 
an animal shelter, and feed and storage. 



Today, Carl and Goldie Fahncke's barn, 
8356 Burrville Road, is used for machinery stor
age. There are a few windows in this barn; the 
horse stable doors can still be seen. 

This rooster, atop the weather vane, stands 
at Carl and Goldie Fahncke's farm. 
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Marlin Bollenbacher's barn stands at 8690 
Burrville Road, Celina. This barn is probably 75 
or 80 yeas old, and possibly older. This barn 
was built strong and stand straight; it has 
housed horses, cattle, and storage of hay and 
straw. Today, the barn is used for grain stor
age. 

Adam Bollenbacher purchased this farm in 
July 1888. In November of that year, it was 
deeded to the son J. J. Bollenbacher, who built 
the barn in 1892. His daughter Pearl and her 
husband J. Ervin Wood purchased the farm in 
1923; their son Duane Wood purchased the farm 
in 1961. This barn which stands at 7700 Staeger 
Road, has been used for livestock and grain 
storage; today it is used for machinery storage, 
and is owned by Duane R. Wood, 9186 Erastus 
Durbin Road, Rockford. 



Adam Bollenbacher built this barn, between 
1884 and 1888. The barn was used for storage of 
hay and straw, and livestock. CASEY BOLLEN
BACHER is written above the barn door. Today 
the barn is used for grain and machinery stor
age and belongs to Casey Bollenbacher, Rural 
Route 3, Rockford. 

Russell Ferguson is written on the front of 
the barn, above the double doors, which iden
tifies today's owners Russell and Ruth Fergu
son, 9442 Erastus Durbin Road, Rockford. On 
the roof is written G. B. Jr., 1896, which iden
tifies the owner George Bollenbacher who built 
the barn in 1896. 
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David Hileman, 9471 Erastus-Durbin Road, 
Rockford, owns this barn with the gambrel roof. 
D. R. Smalley built this barn, and this barn has 
been used for raising cows. Today, the barn is 
used for storage of grain and equipment. 

James Carter's barn, 7689 Township Line 
Road, Celina, was built in the 1880's and has 
been used for cattle, hay and straw. The timber 
in this barn is of hand hewn oak. The barn is 30 
feet wide and seventy feet long. 



The cross beams are visible under the 
eaves on either side of James Carter's barn. 
Many of the older barns in the county have this 
type framing, with the cross beams extending 
wall to wall and through it, extending under the 
eaves. It takes a sharp eye of a barnologist to 
catch this architectural feature. 

This interior view of James Carter's barn il
lustrates that the hay track and old rope are 
still intact. Note the framing that the interior 
post is centered, and the brace goes at an angle 
to the purlin plate. Some barnologists suggest 
that this type framing was influenced by ship 
builders' making their frame for the hull of the 
ship. 

152 

Mr. and Mrs. Lester McDowell, 8185 
Township Line Road, Celina, are in the process 
of tearing down this big barn, which is 102 years 
old (1890). They are going to take the small re
maining part and make it into a small barn; the 
roof will be lowered and the barn will have a 
storage area and a loft. In the past, the barn 
was used for cattle and storing of hay and 
machinery. 

A close-up view of Lester McDowell's barn 
illustrates the framing of the building. 



A close-up of Lester McDowell's barn shows 
the hand hewn beams and the wooden pins. Les
ter is interested in history and is a descendant 
of the Samuel McDowell who served under Gen
erals St. Clair and Wayne in the Indian Wars at 
Fort Recovery in the 1790's. 

Lester is illustrating how the adze was used 
in hewing the old beams. Of course the sharp
eyed reader will see that Lester is standing on 
beams cut by a sawmill. 
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A piece of slate is an example of the slate 
that was used for the roof of many, many old 
barns in the county. This piece of slate is at the 
McDowell Farm. 

Richard Stephenson's barn, on Tama Road, 
east of Route 49, is the last barn that Charlie 
Grey built, back in 1950. The gambrel roof al
lowed for more space in the mow, and was used 
on many barns in the 1950's. The triangular hay 
hood is still intact at the peak of this roof. The 
sliding door under the hay hood, is unusual, 
being mounted on the diagonal track in this 
way. Not many barns have their hay mow door 
mounted in this manner. In the past, the barn 
was used for dairy cattle, beef cattle, and hogs; 
today, the barn is used for grain storage. 



Matthew A. Ford's barn, 1366 Tama Road, 
Rockford, is really unique, the way it is built 
into the side of the hill. When one drives 
through parts of Ohio or other states where the 
land has more hills, it is more common to see 
barns built into the hillside like this one. But, in 
Mercer County, not many barns are built into 
the hillside as this barn is. At one time, this big 
barn was used for dairy; now the barn stands 
quietly in the country, resting in its retirement. 

This red barn, trimmed in white, is over a 
century old and belongs to Fredrick Shope, 1859 
Tama Road, Rockford. Across Mercer County, 
many red barns have white arches on the doors, 
and people have given a variety of reasons why 
they painted white arches on the doors. How
ever, the white arches painted at the gable end, 
framing the window, are most often found in 
northern Mercer County. Is it a pattern some
one chose and others utilized? Or, is there a 
reason for this design in the gable end? No one 
has given an answer to this question. In the 
past, this barn was used for cows and pigs, and 
hay and straw mows. Today it is used as a 
machine shed. Looking at the barn, it appears it 
still stands on its original foundation. 
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August Weitz's barn, at 760 Schaadt Road, a 
half mile south of Chattanooga, was built ap
proximately 1900 by Lewis Egger. Originally 
this barn was used as a horse, cow, and hog 
barn with ample grain (corn, wheat and oats) 
storage as well as hay and straw in the lofts, 
and whatever machinery was needed then. In 
about 1940 two lines of ten stations each for 
dairy (Holsteins) were installed. Then they ad
vanced to four elevated stantions with a pipe 
line and a huge bulk tank in approximately the 
years 1955 thru 1969. This barn is unique in that 
the bank goes up to the end wall instead of the 
side of the length of the barn. 

Another winter view of the barn at 760 
Schaadt Road, which belongs to August Weitz, 
805 Pro Drive, Celina, shows Ron Weitz with the 
snowman in the late 1940's 



Looking at the roof, one can see that Adam 
Bollenbacher built this barn, in 1886, for one Qf 
his sons Charles Bollenbacher. The wood for the 
barn came from the woods on the farm, which 
has since been bulldozed down. Charles married 
and he and his wife Mary had two daughters. 
One daughter Lucille married Argyle Branste
ter, and they settled on the farm. Later, their 
son Kenneth, who married R. Eichenauer, and 
they started their married life there and still re
main on the old homestead of his great-grand
parents. The barn and house have been remod
eled; with a few changes in appearance, at 918 
Schaadt Road, Rockford. 

A September 1979 aerial view shows the 
Kenneth Bransteter barn. (Three cupolas are 
removed from this barn.) 
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Kenneth Bransteter and his sons Terry and 
James, are enjoying the winter outside their 
barn, at 918 Schaadt Road. 

Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Hileman, 1462 Schaadt 
Road, Rockford, moved to this place in March 
1948. This photograph and the next one illus
trate the changes at this place. 



This aerial view of the Isaac Hileman farm 
shows the buildings as they are today. 

The builders are erecting Isaac Hileman's 
barn. Some say Floyd Vining built this barn, 
July or August 1972. 
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Isaac Hileman's barn is built into the side 
of a hill, with a bank to the main double doors. 
In the past, the barn was used for livestock and 
hay; today the barn is used for storage. 

This aerial view of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph 
Alt's place, 1671 Schaadt Road, Rockford, gives 
a good overall view of the red buildings and 
their white trim. William Schaadt Sr., built this 
barn around 1882. The barn had hard wood sid
ing when it was· built. Ralph and Fern Alt re
modeled this barn in 1966 and put new siding on 
the barn, with a new foundation under the barn; 
Ohmer Hinton was the boss over the remodeling 
job. In the past, the barn was used for live
stock; now it is used for machinery. 



This barn is a Pre-Civil War barn, being 
built in 1860 by John Alt. John's son, Henry Alt, 
built an addition to the barn in 1935; the top of 
this addition can be se_en over the top of the 
gable roof of the main barn in this photograph. 
White arches grace three pairs of double doors, 
as well as the windows in the gable ends. These 
white arches in the gable ends of the barns tend 
to be more in the northern part of Mercer 
County. This big barn was used for livestock in 
the past. Today, Henry's son, Ralph Alt, is the 
third generation to use this barn. Ralph Alt 
lives at 1671 Schaadt Road. 

Charles Stephenson's barn, 261 Koch Road, 
Rockford, has a light grey siding, with deep red 
trim. The double doors are located to the left, 
while a smaller pair of double doors are shel
tered under a slight pent roof to the right. An 
addition has been added to the back wall. This 
barn has been used for cows, hay and straw, 
corn storage and machinery storage. Today, the 
barn is still being used, not only for storage and 
machinery, but also for a shop, and a place for 
the grandchildren to play. When these grand
children look at this photograph a half-century 
from now, they will daydream about all the 
good times they had at their grandparent's 
barn. 
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This photograph of Wayne and Martha Bol
lenbacher's farm, 60 Oregon Road, Celina, cer
tainly is historic! It can be found in the 1900 
Mercer County Atlas. Jacob Bollenbacher came 
to America in 1852 and bought a farm in Liberty 
Township. His son Daniel Bollenbacher had this 
farm next; after Daniel and his wife Laura Bol
lenbacher were gone, their daughter Leota 
Pauline Bollenbacher had the farm. Next her 
nephew Wayne and Martha Bollenbacher have 
the farm. In the 1900 photograph, Daniel is sit
ting on the fence. The left barn is still standing; 
the older barn on the right was torn down. In 
the past, the barn was used for dairy farming; 
today, Wayne Bollenbacher uses the barn for a 
hog buying station. 

Mike and Susan Etzcorn, 666 Oregon Road, 
Celina, have an unusual barn, in that there is a 
covered bank leading to the entry of the barn in 
the end wall. Ver.non Linn built this barn in 
1948, when the previous barn had been des
troyed by a tornado. The dairy barn has a round 
roof, with three ventilators on the roof. Today, 
this barn is used for storage, at this quiet place 
in the country. 



. . 

Charles Wendel lives at Oregon Road, the 
second set of buildings, just east of Route 49. 
This barn has a pent roof to the end, for shelter. 
In the gable end, a window is framed in the door 
to the haymow. Above the double doors, on the 
side, the boards overlap the track for the sliding 
barn doors; this protects the track from the 
weather . 

Melvin Linn's barn, 1075 Oregon Road, 
Celina is over a century old. This barn is held 
together with wooden pegs instead of nails. The 
roofing is of heavy slate. The first Linn family 
came from Germany. The Germans in Mercer 
County built strong barns. In the past, this barn 
was used for livestock and storage of hay and 
grain. Today, the barn is used for storage of 
farm machinery; the large sliding doors make 
for easy entry into the barn. 
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Snow is piled up along the side of Melvin 
Linn's barn in January 1974 snowstorm. In this 
photograph, one can see the original siding, the 
double pair of sliding doors, and the stable door, 
and the windows. 

The family name of this barn and farm was 
Jacob and Mary Gehm, 2181 Oregon Road, 
Celina. The left side of the barn, on the photo
graph, was built eighty rods from the road, in 
the 1880's; it has hand hewn timber. The barn 
was then moved up to the road in the 1910. In 
1916, the covered barn, on the right side of the 
photograph, was built by William Kahle of Lib
erty Township. The covered barn was used for 
dairy, horses, and hay and straw storage in the 
past. Today, the barn is used for machinery 
storage. The owners today are Jerome and 
Helen Gehm, 9271 Wabash Road, Rockford. 



This interior view of the Gehm barn, 2181 
Oregon Road, shows the unique framing of the 
barn. The vertical posts support the hand hewn 
cross beam, which supports the inclined posts 
which support the purlin plate which runs the 
length of the barn and supports the rafters. Not 
many barns have this type framing, with the in
clined purlin supports. On the roof, one can see 
the outline of the roof of the adjacent part of the 
barn. 
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Ralph Brehm's barn, 2311 Oregon Road, 
Celina, was built in the early 1900's by Henry 
Klopfleisch, Sr. Originally this barn was used as 
a shelter for livestock and hay. Ralph Brehm 
has adapted the barn for a new purpose, in 
using the barn for a wood shop, and for storage. 
The original pair of sliding doors are centered, 
with an overhead door placed on either side of 
them. 
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Edgar Bollenbacher's barn, 2560 Oregon 
Road, Rockford, was built in 1910. Originally 
the barn was used for livestock; today it is used 
for storage. A tornado, in the mid 1970's, pushed 
the barn's gable end, east, for two or three feet, 
and damaged the end of the roof. The wind of 
the tornado blew the bales off the wagon, across 
the road where Ed's father Theodore Bollen
bacher was bailing. Bruce walked outside of the 
barn and the wind picked him up and carried 
him to the road. The tornado did no more dam
age there. Ed put on a new barn roof in 1991. 

Ed Bollenbacher's barn has a unique fram
ing. Two 2" x 12" vertical planks stand at a 
right angle to the wall, with another 2" x 12" 
plank standing and_ bolted between them, at an 
angle, going from the floor to the angle of the 
purlin plate. The gambrel roof is supported with 
2" x 12 " planks. The posts go from the square 
up to the peak of the roof. Six of these posts are 
located fourteen feet apart in the barn. 



Lester Smith's barn, 2947 Oregon Road, 
Celina, was built in 1902 by D. B. Baker. In 1848, 
the first family came to this land, and lived in 
a log cabin. This barn was built from the virgin 
timber of the farm. In 1937, Lester Smith's 
brother, Floyd B. Smith and his wife Margaret 
R. Smith lived there. After they passed away, 
Lester Smith had the farm. Lester and Floyd 
had between 500 and 600 cofonies of bees. They 
were connected with Sioux Honey Association, 
Sioux City, Iowa. The Smiths got a lot of their 
bees from Georgia, and they also raised some 
of their own. The Smith's honey has gone 
around the world. Today, with the changes in 
farming, the beekeeping industry has faded 
away. Lester still has some bees and honey. 

This barn, located on the south side at 2952 
Oregon Road, where Larry Downam lives, the 
first set of buildings west of Township Line 
Road, was built in 1911, by Ell Squire. The red 
barn with white trim, and a gambrel roof, was 
used for horses, cattle, sheep and goats. Today, 
the barn is used for storage and belongs to 
Lloyd P. Smith, 501 Portland Street, Celina. 
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Greg and Karen Youngker's barn, 601 
Frahm Pike, Celina., was built in the late 1800's 
or early 1900's, by the Brehm family. In the 
past, the barn was used as an animal barn, with 
hay storage, and tractors and equipment. 
Today, the barn is used for storage. One can see 
the changes in the front of the barn. 

Mr. and Mrs. Orville Eischen, 944 Frahm 
Pike, Celina, own this barn. David Schaadt had 
this barn built in 1903; David Schaadt and 1903 
are printed above the double barn doors on this 
photograph. The barn is now painted white. 
David and Ida Schaadt cleared all this ground 
and built all the buildings on these premises. 
They lived there all their lives and raised their 
six children here. David's father was the origi
nal owner of this farm. The barn was used for 
cattle, horses, hay, straw, corn and machinery. 
Today, the barn is used for sheep, hay and 
straw. Note in the photograph, how the doors 
are outlined with white arches. One of the dou
ble doors has a smaller door within it; this is 
known as a "guichet." Partial white arches 
frame a window at the peak of the gable end 
wall. (This photograph belongs to Edith Lime, 
920 South Elm, Celina.) 



This neat old barn belongs to Jeff Baker, 
1058 Frahm Pike, Celina. Even though the barn 
is weathered with age, it still stands straight 
and tall; the barn has served its time as a work
ing barn. The barn has been used for hogs, and 
to store farm equipment. 

John Fritzinger's barn stands at 1210 
Frahm Pike, Celina. In the past, this barn has 
been used for livestock and for farm equipment. 
The barn roof was cut off and lowered three or 
four feet in 1961. The larger double doors allow 
for entry for the storage of the farm equipment. 
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Mrs. Bessie Regedanz, 1311 Frahm Pike, 
Celina, wrote the following story about her 
barn. "It was built around 1904, before my time. 
My Grandfather Brehm had it built, but I do not 
know who the carpenters were. After my 
Grandparents passed away, it belonged to my 
Father Philip Brehm and Mother Emma 
Brehm. After my father died in 1971, it belonged 
to Mother Emma Brehm; after Mother passed 
away in 1981, I tried to keep the farm. So it now 
belongs to me, Mrs Bessie Regedanz. It is my 
home place; I was born here. The barn in the 
background, or to the right in this picture, was 
built in the late 1890's. The barn was also used 
for livestock and hay and straw. The barn is 
still used for storing hay and machinery." 

Paul Fahncke's barn, 1320 Frahm Pike, 
Celina, was built in 1906. John and Louisa 
Fahncke had this barn built; Andy Maurer was 
the head carpenter. Their house had been built 
in 1899, and they moved into their new home be
tween Christmas and New Year's Day, 1900. 
When they began to build the barn, the carpen
ters came on Monday morning and worked until 
Saturday evening, and then went home. Mrs. 
Fahncke had to board them all week and feed 
them three meals a day. The barn has been 
used to shelter livestock, machinery, hay, and 
straw. 



Paul Fahncke's barn, 1320 Frahm Pike, 
Celina was built in 1887; the head carpenter was 
William Deitsch. The larger timbers in this 
barn were hand hewn. This barn has been used 
for sheltering livestock, machinery, and storing 
hay and straw. 

Erma Schaadt's barn, 1805 Frahm Pike, 
Celina, may have been built around 1925. The 
gambrel roof has five lightning rods across the 
ridge. Two pairs of sliding doors are centered 
on the front of the barn. Two smaller stable 
doors are to the right of the double doors. In the 
past, the barn has been used for cattle, horses, 
machinery, some grain, and hay and straw; 
today the barn is used for storage. 
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This sturdy old barn stands at 2196 Frahm 
Pike, where Dan and Susan Maier live. George 
Hines owned this place, when Fred Kable 
purchased it in 1919. The barn had just been 
built in 1917 or 1918, after World War I. The 
barn was used for horses, cows, and other ani
mals. Fred Kable sold the place to Lewis Kable, 
2862 Hone Weir Road, Celina, who owns the 
place today. Susan, who lives there, is Lewis' 
Grandaughter. Today, the barn has a cement 
foundation, and the barn is used for machinery 
storage. 

Chris Weitz's barn, 2431 Frahm Pike, 
Celina, was built in the early 1900's. The weath
ered barn has gained a silver patina. An addi
tion was made to the left end. A protection of 
vertical boards was built over the track above 
the double doors. In the past, the barn has been 
used for horse and cow stables, farm machinery 
storage, and a hay loft. Today, the barn is used 
for storage. 



Carl Wendel's barn, 2557 Frahm Pike, 
Celina, is two barns put together. One barn was 
built on the present site; the other part was 
built down the road and moved to this site to 
make one big barn. The barn belonged to Carl's 
Grandfather, and then to his Uncle before Carl 
owned it. The barn has been used to store hay 
and machinery, and for livestock. 

This barn was built around the turn of the 
century. Jessie and Clayton Smith owned the 
land and Mrs. Smith's father (Mr. Squires) 
built their house and the barn. (It might be 
noted that Mr. Squires was noted for building 
barns in this area of Mercer County.) This par
ticular barn was not painted, but had some type 
of a shingle on the exterior; the roof was metal. 
In June 1990 a small tornado blew several trees 
down and blew the end of the barn away. The 
barn was torn down and a Morton building was 
built on the same location. The house was torn 
down in 1980. No one had lived in it for several 
years and it was in need of repair. A new home 
was built in 1988. This place is owned by Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Schleucher, 2906 Frahm Pike, 
Celina, Ohio. 
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Henry Hone's parents, Johann Dietrich 
(John Richard) and Catharina Maria 
Mohrmann (Katie) came from Oldenburg, Ger
many to Maryland in 1832, bought land and set
tled on a farm near New Bremen, Ohio in 1934. 
Katie Hone's parents, Johann (John) and Len
ora Meier, about the same time came from 
Hanover, Germany and settled in New Bremen, 
owning a tavern and hotel. Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
(Katie) Hone had ten children: John, Frank, 
William, David, Christian, Henry B., George, 
Edward, Katie, Andrew. Bernard Heinrich 
(Henry) was born in New Bremen, Ohio in 1836 
and married Catharina Georgianna Meier, in 
1861. They moved, with their three sons, to Lib
erty township in 1866. He purchased 80 acres of 
virgin forest land, renting five acres on. ~h~ch 
to live. He then purchased 120 acres adJommg 
the first 80 acres. Only 30 acres were cleared. In 
1881 he erected a large fine barn, 54 x 80 feet. 
He~y and his sons were engaged in manufac
turing draining tile, much needed for the level 
land. He also was a general grain farmer and 
raised various kinds of cattle and swine for the 
market. In 1900, he erected a new modern 
home, moving from the log cabin. The house 
and barn in the picture were facing east on the 
Northwest corner of Hone Weir Road, and Era·s
tus Durbin Road in Liberty Township. The pic
ture was taken about 1889. Pictured are Henry 
and Katie, with their only daughter Katie; the 
sons with the horse are Henry, Chris, Andy, and 
Bill. (Written by Carol J. Hone, Great Grand
daughter) Note the log home. Note the size of 
the barn, the pitch or slope of the barn roof, and 
the three cupolas on the roof, and the number of 
louvered vents in the end wall of the barn. 



The original barn at Robert F. Post's place, 
726 Skeels Road, Celina, burned down when it 
was struck by lightning. The barn was built by 
Pat and Marie Murphy. Robert Post bought this 
place in 1953, from his father, who bought the 
place from the Murphy's during World War II. 
The barn standing today was built in 1938 or 
1939, by Amish carpenters. After the Amish car
penters got the rafters up, one Amish carpenter 
stood on his head at the rafters' peak. The barn 
was painted in July of 1939 by Jay Walters of 
New Corydon, Indian, where he still lives. In 
the past, the barn was used for horses, cows, 
hogs, hay and straw. Robert says that today the 
barn houses machinery, supplies, and 'junk that 
a guy should throw away.' 

Richard Post's barn, 920 Skeels Road, 
Celina, was built in the early 1900's. Past own
ers were George Stein, and then Bill Post. 
Richard has owned the barn since 1960. The 
barn used to have all wood siding; now it is 
steel siding. The barn has been used for hogs, 
and to store straw. 
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The first barn at the home of Charles Post, 
791 Skeels Road, was struck by lightning, when 
they built this barn. Henry Post built this barn 
part way, and it was struck by lightning in 1915. 
Bill Post was the next owner. There used to be 
an extension on the North end where the corn 
crib was, and another storage area. In the past, 
the barn has been used for hogs, hay, beans, 
basketball court on the third level, a stable and 
a corn crib. Today, the barn is used for hogs, 
hay and beans. The barn is owned by Richard 
Post, 920 Skeels Road, Celina. 

This attractive barn stands at the corner of 
Wabash and Skeels Roads, and faces Skeels. 
Four lightning rods with their glass globes in
tact stand across the ridge of the gambrel roof. 
Three small windows are at the peak of the end 
wall. A pent roof at the end wall provides pro
tection from the weather. In the past, the barn 
was used for milking, and to store hay, straw, 
and machinery. Today, the barn is used for 
machinery and hay. It belongs to Hope Rock 
Stein. 



Violet Klenz has this barn located at 2262 
Mud Pike , Celina. June 19, 1941, Glen and Vio
let Klenz bought the farm. In the early 1900's, 
the Vore family had the farm; it was called the 
Vore Sweet Corn Farm. At that time, the barns 
were two separate buildings, and the one barn 
was used for drying the corn. This barn had an 
upstairs where the corn was cut daily by six 
ladies. The corn then was moved to a screen 
above the dryer; men would stand and move 
the corn with big paddles, across the screen. 
When the corn was dried, the corn was then 
weighed and sold. Trucks picked up the corn 
and moved it to the market. 

Another view shows the Violet Klenz barn 
at 2262 Mud Pike. 
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Tim and Kay Wenning's barn stands at 2781 
Bunker Hill Road, Celina. This barn was built in 
1915. The barn appears as if it has been raised 
on the foundation. An addition was made to the 
left end of the barn. In the past, the barn has 
been used for cattle, horses, pigs, and grains. 
Today, the barn is used for cattle and pigs. 

Lewis Kahle, 2862 Hone Weir Road, Celina 
is where this big barn stands today. His son 
Glenn Kahle owns the place. Nate Baucher 
probably was the builder of this barn, when the 
place was owned by a Brotherton family. When 
Lewis Kahle bought this place from a Doll fam
ily, the barn's bottom floor was lower, and the 
bank was lower; sheep had been kept in this 
bottom floor. Lewis Kahle and his family hauled 
in dirt to raise the bank and they put cement in 
front of the bank to hold it. They raised the barn 
floor (not the barn). Lewis raised cattle on the 
bottom floor. The main floor had machinery 
and feed. There was a great big hay mow. At 
the time, it was one of the longest barns in the 
area, being 92 fee_t long, and 40 feet wide. The 
beams in this barn were cut by the sawmill 
nearby, and the timber came from the woods on 
the farm. The barn still has its slate roof. It has 
a cement foundation. In the photograph, the 
woodpile is cut and ready for the winter. 



Honoring the tradition of the past, with the 
big old barn, and hopes for the future of this 
heritage is Connie Black Smuts in this 1940 
photograph. Connie is the Great-Granddaughter 
· of David S. Black, the first owner of the Black 
family for this farm at 2810 Schleucher Road, 
Celina. David Black bought the farm from 
McGillvary; the parn was there then and it had 
the hand hewn beams and the rough siding from 
the sawmill. His son Noah R. Black was the 
next owner. Harold "Bud" Kuhn, 2679 Hone 
Weir Road, bought the place from Noah. Now 
Harold's son Mark Kuhn lives at this place at 
2810 Schleucher Road. The barn is gone now; it 
was torn down in the 1940's. 
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"Andy Boice's barn-raising" is written on 
the back of this photograph. Note the gin pole is 
standing in the center with the pulley still at
tached. The gin pole was used for leverage 
when the horses and men were using ropes to 
raise the bents or the frame of the barn. Look at 
the inclined purlin supporting posts; they are 
placed in a "V" shape, on the top of the highest 
crossbeam. The purlin supports have short 
boards nailed to them, to be used as ladder 
steps to reach the top of the purlin support, so 
the workers could easily climb them. This barn 
is four bents wide; the threshing floor will be 
placed in the central bay, and the outside bays 
will be used for storing wheat to be threshed on 
one side, and the grain bins and straw will be on 
the other side of the threshing floor; or they 
may put cattle and/or horses on one side. Each 
farmer made his own decisions, as to how he 
wanted to arrange his barn. 

Arnold L. Fast's barn stands at 8585 
Burrville Road, Celina. Prior to 1900, this barn 
was built by Andy Maurer and the barn was 
used for a dairy barn. Today the barn is used 
for a Standard Bred Horse Breeding Operation. 
This barn, in the winter of 1984, was the foaling 
place of a filly named Dottie Dart, and out of 
the Sire Billy Dart. Dottie Dart took a two year 
old record of 1:57 1/5 at Sciota Downs at Colum
bus, Ohio, in winning the Ohio Sires Stakes 
Championship and that same year she was 
voted 1986 Two Year Old Pacing Filly of Ohio. 
This barn also houses another old time favorite 
pacer named Good Policy, a winner of 54 races 
and who is enjoying retirement at the age of 26 
years. 



Luther Alt purchased this place at 7145 
Township Line Road, Celina, in 1972, from the 
property of Mary Ellis. He put a new standing 
seam on the roof in 1989. Luther Alt told that 
John Ellis had horses in this barn, as there 
were horse stalls in the barn. Now, Luther Alt 
uses the barn for horses and calves. Mrs. Alt's 
Mother was Charlotte Hole before she married 
B. Fisher; she was born and raised on this 
farm. Patricia Hoskins' Uncle Len and Aunt 
Nell were children when this barn was built. 
Pat's Aunt Nell wrote the following story about 
this barn. 

"The barn was built in the summer of 1916 
by Roy Hole with the help from neighbors and 
friends. All the rough lumber such as the 8 x 8 
beams rafters and lathes which the roof is 
nailed 'to come from standing timber that was 
on the farm. There were around 5 acres of 
woods at the back side of the farm. A saw mill 
was moved back on the hill and set up, that is 
where the lumber was sawed for the barn. I 
don't remember who owned the sawmill. Two of 
the men boarded at our house while the sawmill 
was there. One of the men was Ed Dickey who 
used to go to the same school that we all went 
to. 

The big beams that go across the barn are 
not nailed; they are held together with wooden 
pegs. In my mind I can see my Dad boring the 
holes for the wooden pegs. He had a boring 
machine with two handles on each side, with a 
big bit or auger to bore the holes. The pegs were 
made from pieces of wood about two inches 
square and eight to ten inches long. To make 
the pegs, Dad made a hole in a piece of iron, 
and the pegs were hammered through the hole 
and they came out round. 

I rememb~r Len and helped make some of 
the pegs. That was quite a job for a seven year 
old and a nine year old. My Grandpa David was 
living at our house at that time and he used to 
sit on the front porch and talk to himself. One 
day I heard him say that Roy had no business 
to make a barn that big. I told Mom what he 
said and she said, "Don't listen to what he 
says." They lived in a one room log house unt_il 
they built the house that is there now. Lewis 
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was around two years old when the house was 
built. So that house is around 85 years old. The 
barn that is on Uncle Hen's place just down the 
road is made just like the one on the home 
plac~; and Dad helped make it too. I am not 
sure but I think it was built the next year after 
ours was made." 

This barn is located at 7932 Erastus Durbin 
Road, Celina, where Pat Hoskins lives today. 
The barn belongs to her brother-in-law, Gabe 
Hoskins. This barn was possibly built by Pat's 
Grandfather Roy Hole. The stable doors can 
still be seen at the end of this gable roofed barn. 

A small farm, with a big barn, is the theme 
of this rock garden belonging to Pat Hoskins, 
7932 Erastus Durbin Road, Celina. The barn is 
the center of this rock garden just as the barn 
is the center of the farm. 



William Now, 6039 Tama Road, Mendon, 
purchased several photographs at the Frank 
Morrison Sale, in the mid 1960's. A few of the 
photographs are shown here. Now, the barns on 
these photographs are not the big old farm 
barns. However, the buildings and the oil fields 
at Chattanooga, Ohio, in Liberty Township, are 
a part of Mercer County's rural heritage. These 
photographs are all dated 1905. The term 
'wildcat' is given to a productive oil well, in a 
previously unproductive area. Therefore, the 
people who worked these wells were given the 
name 'wildcatters.' It is interesting to note that 
just north of Chattanooga, at the corner of 
Route 707 and Route 49, School Number 9 was 
located; this school was known as Wildcat 
School (in Blackcreek Township). 

Ohio Oil Co.'s H.R. Baker, No. 1. Chat
tanooga, Ohio Oil Fields, 1905. 
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Ohio Oil Co.'s J. Becher Power No. 3, Chat
tanooga, Ohio Oil Fields, 1905. 

Ohio Oil Co.'s Dr. G. Bailey, No. 7, Chat
tanooga, Ohio Oil Fields, 1905. 
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The 1992 Jefferson Township Trustees are: Richard Baucher, Glen Heyne, and Kevin Pease; the Clerk is 
Grant Cook. 

* This page was sponsored by the Jefferson Township Trustees for the convenience of those who wish to tour Jefferson 
Township roads, to see the big barns and to appreciate our rural heritage. 

** This map was printed by permission of Spectrum Map Publishing, Inc., 909 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202. 
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This quiet barn in the countryside holds the 
wonderful treasure of a log barn, at 3066 Car
mel Church Road. The log barn was built by the 
forebears of John R. Suhr. Many Mercer Coun
tians remember John R. Suhr for the many 
years he served as Mercer County Commis
sioner, 1957-1968. Today, the place belongs to his 
son, David and Rita Suhr, 7241 Township Line 
Road. 

This is a closer view of the Suhr log barn. 
This photograph was taken on the side, beneath 
the attached shed. One can see that some of the 
round logs still have their bark. Some of the 
upper logs have been hand hewn flat on each 
side. Seeing the length and size of these logs, 
one can imagine the work involved in putting up 
this log barn. 
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This is a close view of the Suhr log barn. 
Note how the logs are notched at the corners. 
This is one of the oldest types of notching log 
buildings. Just the underside was notched, to fit 
over the log beneath it; this type notch made it 
possible for water to drain froni this corner 
joint. This type notching is called "round-log 
saddle notching" by Donald Hutslar, THE AR
CHITECTURE OF MIGRATION, 'Log Con
struction in the Ohio Country, 1750-1850.' In 
looking at the upper logs, the third and fourth 
logs have been cut out, probably to permit entry 
to the mow. This building may very well be 
among the oldest buildings still standing in 
Mercer County. 

This is a view of the upper or second story 
of the log house at the Suhr property, 3066 
Mount Carmel Road. If one looks at the side of 
the house, one can see how the two windows 
have been set in the wall, and how the logs are 
supported at the center of the wall. The end 
wall shows the one window centered in the 
upper story wall. The next two photographs are 
close up views. 



This is a close view of the Suhr log house. 
the dovetail notching is evident in the corner of 
the house. The logs bear the marks of the ax, 
which gives one an idea of the work put into 
these hand hewn buildings. 

This is a view of the back of the Suhr log 
house. The upper story not only gives one an 
idea of the length of the horizontal logs, but also 
shows the center supporting logs. The bottom 
story has the outside wall cut away which very 
plainly shows how the center support logs were 
cut. The chinking between the logs is evident, 
on this photograph, as well as the other photo
graphs. The back side of the stairsteps is next 
to the central wall. Considering the labor, the 
thought, the planning, and the limited availabil
ity of tools, these log buildings were master
pieces of craftsmanship. (For the young, we 
might add that the builder might have learned 
his mathematics on his own, without a lot of for
mal schooling, and he certainly did not have a 
hand-held calculator or power saw.) 
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Arlan and Mary Schmidt's barn stands at 
3188 Carmel Church Road, Celina. The barn was 
built in the early 1900's; the gambrel roof was 
designed for more space in the mow. Five light
ning rods can be seen across the roof ridge. In 
the past, the barn was used for dairy cattle and 
beef cattle. For the past fifteen years the barn 
has housed horses. Today, the barn is used as a 
shelter for Standard bred Race Horses. (Photo
graph by Boy Scout Team, Matt Kuhlhorst, 
et.al.) 

Such a quiet building in the country, and it 
holds a wonderful treasure of a log building. 
The log building belongs to Don Freeman, 3350 
Carmel Church Road, Celina. The building has 
been used for horses and small equipment. 
Today it is used to store straw, hay, and 
machinery. The building was in a tornado in the 
late 1940's or early 1950's; the south lean-to was 
blown off. 



This is the treasure of the log building 
which belongs to Don Freeman, 3350 Carmel 
Church Road. The notches of the worker can be 
seen on the logs. The corners of the logs are 
notched in what is called "half dovetail notch
ing. Donald Hutslar in his book, THE LOG AR
CHITECTURE OF OHIO, tells that half 
dovetailing permitted a close joining of logs. 
This building was probably built in the 1800's, 
but an exact date has yet to be established. 

This big old barn is still standing on its orig
inal foundation. Few changes have been made 
to this barn, except for the shed being added to 
the right side, since it was built between 1910 
and 1920. The barn stands straight and tall, just 
as do the four lightning rods across the roof 
ridge. In the past, the barn was used for general 
use for cows, horses, and pigs. Today, the barn 
is used for storage, and belongs to Ray J. Flore, 
4221 Fairground Road, Celina. 
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Carl and Mary Ann Fleck's barn, 4429 Fair
ground Road, Celina, was built approximately 
eighty years ago. In the past, this barn was 
used for livestock and hay and straw; today the 
barn is used for machinery storage. This barn 
has had the additions added to either end. The 
series of double doors across the front allow for 
easy entry for the machinery. 

Forest Hileman built this barn at 5100 Fair
ground Road for Don and Lou Mendenhall in 
1950; the barn was used for a horse barn. In 
1970, the owners Dr. David M. Miller and Joyce 
I. Miller had Eugene Hirschfeld Construction 
remodel the barn for use as a Veterinary Clinic. 
Since 1983, the present owner Dr. David M. Mil
ler uses the barn as Tendercare Pet Hotel, for 
raising, boarding, and grooming pets. This barn 
is 60 feet by 40 feet, and twenty-eight feet high; 
it has cement block, and native lumber. Three 
ventilators can be seen across the ridge of the 
gambrel roof. 



This log house stands at 5315 Fairground 
Road, and belongs to Lewis Garman. This log 
house originally stood on the farm of Clarence 
Rismiller, McFeeley-Petry Road, in Darke 
County; the log house was built between 1850 
and 1860. Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Garman bought 
the building, tore it down, moved it to this loca
tion, and put it back up. Looking closely at the 
corners, one can see the steeple notching of the 
logs. Few log buildings can still be found in 
Mercer County today. 

Lowell Sibert's barn, 3078 Mud Pike, Celina, 
looks as new as springtime with its fresh coat of 
paint in 1992. Three lightning rods stand across 
the ridge of this gable roof. This barn was re
modeled in 1954. 
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Paul W. Robinsons's barn, 3529 Mud Pike, 
Celina, was built by the Bill Buck Family at the 
turn of the century. The barn housed a team of 
draft horses and other animals found on a fam
ily farm at that time. It included a small milk
ing parlor. Today, this gable roofed barn, with 
the white siding, is used to house sheep, hogs, 
and cows. The milking parlor has been re
moved. 

This barn was by Manuel Buck, sometime 
between 1895 and 1900. In the past, the barn was 
used for cows and for storing bales of hay and 
straw. The barn st_ands in the quiet countryside 
on Mud Pike. It appears that few changes have 
been made to the original barn, with only the 
shed added to the left side. The owners of this 
barn are Lela Williams, 3735 Mud Pike and Lyle 
Krogman, 4959 Morrow Road, Celina. 



The Puthoff's have owned this barn at 3830 
Mud Pike, since 1918; Andy and Josephine 
(1918-1976), then Daniel C. and Rita Puthoff, 
(1976 to present). Painted red with white trim 
until 1980, the bottom was replaced with cement 
walls and painted white. A lean-to was added in 
1987. Prior to 1918, the owners were John W. 
Steele (1912-1918); Frank Fetters (1911-1912); 
Reuben Buck (1911-1870) ; George Dana (1837-
1870); U.S. Government. According to the 1888 
Mercer County Atlas, the house and barn were 
recorded. Russell Puthoff managed the family 
farm after the passing of his father Andy (1932-
1968), till his own passing. This barn was used 
for dairy cows, feeder cows, nurse cows, with 
hay and straw in the loft, and ponies. In this 
photograph, the stack of wood in front of the 
last building, was from inside the barn where 
Dan removed the feed bins from the center, and 
the old feed stables. (1976 photograph) 

This is a current view of the barn belonging 
to Mrs. Daniel (Rita) Puthoff, 3830 Mud Pike. 
The barn is used for cattle. 
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A star on each of the double doors, and a 
star above the barn doors, and a star in the 
gable end make t~e marking of this b~rn 
unique. Albert Flemmg's barn, 4038 Mud Pike, 
Celina, is used for steers and hogs, hay and 
straw, and storage. Previous t~ 1973, it was 
used as a holding place and loadmg dock for a 
livestock business (cattle). The small area on 
the right side of the barn was used as the office 
for the livestock trucking business of John 
Bertke. 

A dinner bell stands quietly, after all the 
years it called everyone to the dinner table, at 
the Bob and Bonnie Searight farm, 4358 Mud 
Pike, Celina. The barn with the gambrel roof 
was built in 1913-1914, by George Menchhofer. 
In the past the barn was used for livestock and 
dairy; today, the barn is used for livestock. 



Larry and Donna Fiely's barn stands at 
4477 Mud Pike, Celina. Even though this barn 
looks new on the outside, it was built in 1880 and 
used for cattle, etc. Today, the barn is used for 
horses. Many barns have the gambrel roof, but 
not many have the three ventilators on top. The 
shutters on the windows dress up the barn. Very 
few barns have the service door cut into the 
larger sliding door; this smaller door is called 
"le petit guichet." Some barns have a pent 
roof to the side, to protect the stable doors and 
horses from the elements; they have taken the 
pent roof 3:nd extended it into a car port; they 
took a typical feature and adapted it to their 
use. 

LeRoy Johnsman built this barn in 1955 at 
4927 Mud Pike, Celina. This round roof so~e
times called a rainbow or gothic roof all~ws for 
more space in the mow. The three ~bed-roofed 
dormers allow for light in the interior. In the 
1950's people were building barns with these 
r~mm:f roo~s. Looking closely, one may see the 
six h~htmng rods across the roof ridge. The 
barn 1s used to house dairy cattle. This April 
1992 photograph shows the calves standing out 
front, in their springtime shelters. LeRoy J. 
Johnsman, 6980 Fleetfoot Road, Celina, is the 
owner. 
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This old barn is located at 5179 Mud Pike 
Celina. The following story was submitted by 
Ray and Mary Wenning, 706 North Second, 
Coldwater: 

"This farm is owned by Ray and Mary Wen
~ing. This barn is about forty feet by seventy 
five feet, and twenty feet to the spouting. We 
purchased this farm about 1967 from the Tre
nary heirs. This barn could have been built in 
the early 1900's. When we purchased it, it was in 
n~ed of a lot of repairs. To me, the barn is quite 
different from most barns, and that is when 
they built it, the banks were not put together on 
the forty foot width, and then pulled up to pin to
gether. The seventy five foot sides were put to
gether and then gin-poled up and pinned to
gether. There was no support for the barn ends 
to stay in place. When we purchased it, the ends 
of the barn were bowed out about a foot on one 
side and in the same amount on the other. So to 
correct this, I took some three quarter rods and 
put them across the corners of this barn and 
with threadt;d ends, kept these rods tight and 
over the period of the wmter, we had pulled this 
barn back to where it should be. Also, we had to 
cover this with metal siding and the roof has 
been replaced. This barn has a lot of capacity 
and will hold up around eight to ten thousand 
bales. It houses around a hundred head of cattle 
and is used for a steer operation. It is a solid 
building and with care could stand for a 
~undred more years. Hoping this sheds some 
hght on an old barn that's been very faithful." 



Mr. and Mrs. Fay D. Stiverson's barn, 5309 
Mud Pike, Celina, was built about 1900, by Wil
liam Granville Hoel. This barn served as a 
working barn from the time it was built, until 
the last cow was sold in 1974, during which time 
it supported two families. The last of the horses 
and mules were sold in 1951. 

Horse collars, hames, the traces and trace 
chains, some ornamental celluloid rings, and a 
neck yoke for a carriage - all for work harness 
for the horses or mules - are still hanging in 
the same place as when they were put there 
after being taken off the horses in 1951, at the 
Fay Stiverson barn, 5309 Mud Pike. 
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The afternoon sunlight, in the springtime, is 
casting a slight shadow across the front of the 
Charles M. Putman barn, 3009 State Route 29, 
Celina. This gable-roofed barn is painted red, 
with white trim and white arches on the two 
sets of double doors. This style barn is some
times called an English barn, with a shed added 
to the left side. In the past, the barn was used 
for raising livestock; today the barn is used for 
storage. 

Larry Dwenger's barn, 3215 State Route 29, 
Celina, was built in the early 1900's. The barn 
was used for dairy in the past, and is used for 
steers and hogs today. They redid the barn in 
1988. The gable roofed barn has an addition to 
the right. If one looks closely, one can see the 
small service door, cut into the large sliding 
door; the smaller door within a larger door is 
known as "le petit guichet." 



This gambrel roofed barn belongs to Mrs. 
Robert Weyandt, 3458 State Route 29 W., Celina. 
Mahala Kincaid owned the place in 1908; she 
sold it to J.G. Brandon on August 23, 1913; he 
sold it to Charles and Sara Spriggs on De
cember 30, 1913; they sold it to Frank Spriggs 
one year later. Robert J. and Virginia Weyandt 
bought the place from Frank Spriggs November 
9, 1968. (Kenny Gabel and Mrs. Earl Watson 
and Ron Link purchased the other parts of the 
land.) The barn itself has wooden pegs to frame 
the barn, which gives an indication of how old 
the barn is. (photograph by Boy Scout Team, 
Matt Kuhlhorst, et. al.) 

The horse on the weather vane stands at the 
peak of the roof of Mrs. Robert Weyandt's barn, 
3458 State Route 29. (photograph by Boy Scout 
Team, Matt Kuhlhorst, et. al.) 
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This barn stands on the south side of State 
Route 29, west of Burkettsville St. Henry Road. 
The gambrel roof is graced by three lightning 
rods across the ridge. One can still see the two 
stable doors in the east end wall, with one small 
window at the peak of the wall. This white barn 
is owned by STONECO, INC. whose Celina plant 
is located at 6430 Karch Road. 

William Stukenborg's barn, 4061 State 
Route 29, Celina, was built in 1913 by John Hol
singers (Holsengers?) . In the past this barn was 
used for cattle, hogs, and crops. Today, the 
barn is used for hay and storage. Five lightning 
rods stand across the ridge of this gable roof. 
The new white siding is trimmed in brown. 



This July 1962 photograph shows the family 
unloading the wagon and putting the bales on 
the elevator. The others are waiting in the hay 
mow to take the bales and stack them in the 
mow. The barn still had its original siding and 
was painted red, in 1962, at the William Stuken
borg barn, 4061 State Route 29. 

This attractive barn belongs to Mr. and 
Mrs. Albert Pax, 5221 State Route 29, Celina. 
The previous barn burned down in 1949, and 
they built this barn. Note the slope of the gam
brel roof. Three windows are in the end wall, as 
well as windows are placed across the side 
walls. The shrubbery outside the barn sets off 
the barn on this October 1992 afternoon. 
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Joe MacDonald is standing in front of his 
barn at 5368 Route 29 W., Celina. The barn was 
built in the early 1800's, and was moved to this 
farm from the area between Frahm Pike and 
Fairground Road in the early 1800's. It was 
fully assembled and had to be raised three to 
five feet into the air, to clear stumps, in the 
fields, as they moved across the fields, not via 
the roads. The frame has been resided three 
times and reroofed at least three times. Approx
imately five years ago, a tornado moved the 
west end of the barn approximately ten inches 
sideways, with no structural damage. A heavy 
railroad jack was used to push it back into 
place. 

This interior view of Joe and Ruth Mac
Donald's barn, 5368 Rte. 29 W., shows the fram
ing. The inclined purlin supports are unusual; 
not many barns have this type framing. Above 
the purlin plate, Joe added braces to support 
the roof, when he put on the new roof. The orig
inal frame of this barn is black walnut and oak, 
with some of the beams being 35 feet or longer. 
Originally, the barn was used for general farm
ing, with cows, horse stalls, and hay mows. 
Today, the barn is used for equipment storage. 



Joe and Ruth MacDonald's barn, 5368 Route 
29 W., Celina has an interesting history. Notice 
the buggies and the style of clothing worn by 
the people on the photograph. Arthur Mac
Donald, Joe's father, is holding the two horses. 
Hattie MacDonald is holding one horse. Joseph 
MacDonald, Joe's Grandfather, is in the buggy 
with Granddaughter Mabel Radabaugh. Lydia 
(Joseph's wife) is standing next to the buggy. 
Ward Radabaugh and wife Elizabeth (Mac
Donald) Radabaugh are standing in front of the 
buggy. Mabel, Lucy and Grace MacDonald are 
standing next to the remaining buggy. 

Olen Amstutz and Berniece Adams' barn 
stands on the north side of the road, on State 
Route 29, at the west edge of Celina. This farm 
was purchased from Fisher by Frank Kendall 
in 1917. There used to be a shed on the south end 
of the barn that was used for butchering by 
Fisher. The barn was moved and remodeled by 
Kinnison of Wabash, Ohio, approximately 1920. 
It originally was located north west of where it 
is now located. The barn was jacked up and 
ready to move when a severe storm hit and the 
barn was moved about two foot, and had to be 
jacked up again before it could be moved. 
Henry Amstutz purchased the farm from Ken
dall approximately 1947. In the past, the barn 
was used for general farm use, to milk cows, 
store hay and straw, and to house lambs. A lone 
pine tree stands in front of the barn; people 
used to have pine trees on their property. 
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Woody Wilson moved these barns to this lo
cation at 1130 West Logan, Celina, about 1975-
1976. The barns came from Indiana and Amish 
carpenters put them up. Both barns have gam
brel roofs with matching cupolas on top of the 
barns. Both barns have a large hay mow entry 
door, beneath the triangular hay hood. Not 
many Mercer County barns have hay mow 
entry doors like these. On the barn to the east, 
there is a side entry to the mow; it also has the 
gambrel roof and triangular hay hood. The 
barns belong to Mr. and Mrs. Carl Jackson. 

~ 
CHEWMAIL POUCH 

TREAT YOURSELF TO THE BEST 

I lffiI ~ 

"CHEW MAIL POUCH, TREAT YOUR
SELF TO THE BEST" is painted on Carl 
Jackson's barn at 1130 West Logan, and is a 
part of American History. Few barns can boast 
of the Mail Pouch painting. 



A view of a side entry door at Carl 
Jackson's barn shows the X bracing on the 
upper and lower sections of the door. 

This interior view of Carl Jackson's barn 
shows the cross beam beneath the mow, being 
supported by an additional beam above the ver
tical post. 
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This interior view of Carl Jackson's barn 
shows a corner post and beam, all hand hewn, 
with a new support added. 

This aerial view, taken in 1985-86, shows the 
buildings and their relationship to each other, 
on the David and Carol Marchal farm, 3462 
Swamp Road, Celina. The main barn, with its 
gambrel roof, stands at the center of the build
ings, indicating its importance to the farm. 



Charles Shaner, Jr. is mowing, in front of 
the big old barn at 3726 Monroe Road, Celina. 
(The photograph was taken between 1957 and 
1960.) In 1991, this land is the Michael Maharg 
Trash Service. 

Dan and M. Jane Pease's barn, 4067 Monroe 
Road, Celina, was built in the early 1900's. In 
the past, the barn was used to house horses; 
today, the barn is used for dairy. This white, 
gable-roofed barn has had the addition added to 
the right. 
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Glenn Heyne's barn stands at 4201 Monroe 
Road, Celina. This gambrel roofed barn has ad
ditions at both ends. The main double sliding 
door, has a smaller door, within this door; this 
smaller door is known as "le petit guichet." 

Lester and Alice Baucher's barn, 4228 Mon
roe Road, Celina, is in the original condition as 
when they bought it in 1962. The timbers inside 
the barn were sawed, and pegged together. This 
gable-roofed barn was used for livestock, hay 
and straw; today they still have hay and straw 
in the barn. 



This barn stands at 4744 Monroe Road, 
Celina; Ray Wenning submitted the following 
story: 

"This barn is owned by Ray and Mary Wen
ning, 706 N. Second St., Coldwater. We pur
chased this barn about twenty years ago from a 
Mr. West, and he had this barn many years be
fore that. I would say this barn was built in the 
early 1900's. This barn has all sawed lumber 
and is a very well built barn. It has had asbes
tos shingles put on, maybe in the thirties, and it 
has been a green barn for all these years. In the 
past years some of the siding has been replaced 
with metal. This barn has been a part of an 
eighty acre farm and has had the usual horses 
and cattle and hogs, all in the same building, 
for many years. Since we owned this barn, we 
use it primarily for young cattle and it does a 
good job. The lean-to has always been on, and 
this is where they kept their hogs. This is a solid 
structure and could last for another one 
hundred years, if there is a need for a barn that 
far down the road. Hoping this sheds some light 
on an old barn that has been very faithful." 
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David E. Pax's barn, 5189 Monroe Road, 
Celina, was built in 1902 by Joseph Pax. The 
hayloft entry sliding door can be seen in the 
gable end. In the past, the barn was used for 
livestock and equipment storage; today, the 
barn is used for equipment storage. Even 
though the double doors face this way, this 
entry way is little used as the lawn is in grass. 
Erica Pax stands in front of the barn, as their 
dog patiently sits and watches. 
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This big old barn is still on its original foun
dation; the sliding doors are painted with white 
arches. Three smaller windows allow for inter
ior lighting. In the past the barn was used for 
steers, and staw and hay storage. Today, the 
barn is used for storage, and belongs to Bill 
Bruggeman, 5311 Monroe Road, Celina. 

Nelson A. Eichenauer, 5687 Monroe Road, 
Celina, is retired and uses this barn for storage. 
In 1921, this barn was built by Harvey Slusser. 
The barn was used for raising cattle, hogs, and 
cows, and machinery as well as storing grain 
and hay. Just seeing the outside of the barn, one 
might not realize that this barn is pinned to
gether with wooden pins. Four lightning rods 
stand on the ridge of this gambrel roof. 



This gable roofed barn was built around 
1925. A shed was added to the right side. The 
white barn has light blue, almost the color of a 
robin egg, trimming the arches on the doors 
and outlining the barn as well as the small win
dow. In the past the barn was used to house 
milk cows, hogs, and storage of hay and straw. 
Today, Charles J. Meier, 5670 Schunck Road, 
Celina, uses his barn for storage. 

The barn in this photograph was built in 
1909. Madonna (Brown) Murlin's father, George 
Brown, Jr., built the barn out of hand hewn 
timber, which was cut from virgin forest on the 
farm. The barn was used for livestock and hay 
storage. When her parents died, Madonna and 
her husband Pat Murlin, used the barn for a 
small dairy. They then went into the hog busi
ness and remodeled the interior for that pur
pose. When her husband passed away, her son, 
Rik Murlin, and daughter Suzanne, took over 
the business and the barn continues to be used 
for hogs. The place is known as Maple Lawn 
Farms, 5159 Brown Road, Celina. 
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This is an April 1992 photograph of 
Madonna Murlin's barn at 5159 Brown Road, 
Celina. 

This barn stood at on Fleetfoot road, and 
was built in 1866, while Madonna (Brown) Mur
lin's grandfather George W. Brown, Sr., was 
fighting in the Civil War. The Amish built the 
barn for him. The barn was used for hay stor
age and livestock and had been in continuous 
use until 1990. It was torn down in the spring of 
1992. 



This barn was built in the early 1800's by 
the Snider family. The Henry Snider family 
lived on this farm during the Civil War and the 
barn was in use at that time. It was located on 
what is now State Route 118, just north of Cold
water. Madonna (Brown) Murlin's mother Cora 
Snider Brown was born on this farm. Madonna 
heard her mother speaking of playing in the 
haymow of this barn. (Henry Snider was Cora 
Brown's father.) The barn is no longer in exis
tence. 

This white barn, with the gambrel roof was 
owned by a Dr. Richardson. The smaller door, 
within the larger sliding double door, is painted 
-a darker color; this smaller door within a door 
is known as "le petite guichet." The smaller ad
dition to the right side was used for the milking 
operation, but stands empty now. A cow shed 
was added on the back side about 1966; the silo 
was erectd in 1964. This farm was rented to Dan 
Brookhart, who with his family, lived there 
about 40 years. The house was built when Mr. 
and Mrs. Dan Brookhart's son Homer was born. 
(The barn was there before the family lived 
there.) Van Tilburg's rented the farm next. 
James Rodgers moved there in the fall of 1945 
and lived there until the fall of 1985 (forty 
years). When James moved there, the barn was 
setting on limestone; the following year, 1946, 
Bill Wellman's crew cut the posts off and put a 
solid foundation under this barn. This barn was 
originally used for a horse barn and hay stor
age; the south end did not have a mow; they 
just stored the hay from ground up. Part of the 
timbers are hand hewn. Today, 1992, this place 
is owned by STONECO INC. whose Celina plant 
is located at 6430 Karch Road. This place is lo
cated on Karch Road, just north of Monroe 
Road, and south of STONECO. 
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Horses have always had a home in this barn 
belonging to Peanuts Werling, 6618 Bur
kettsville-St. Henry Road, Celina. In the past, 
the barn was not only used for horses, but also 
for dairy. Today, the barn is not only used for a 
horse, but also for cows and hay storage. Four 
lightning rods stand on the crest of the gambrel 
roof. A roof has been added to the north wall for 
protection from the elements. · 

A touch of the past in the country, can be 
seen at Peanuts Werling's home, 6618 Bur
kettsville-St. Henry Road. The windmill, the 
dinner bell, and the rooster on top of the weath
ervane, all bring back memories of the past in 
the country. 



This red barn, with its gambrel roof, and 
white trim on the windows and doors, was used 
for horses in the past. Today it is used for stor
age, and belongs to Peanuts Werling, 6618 Bur
kettsville-St. Henry Road. The barn stands on 
the place just north of the residence of Peanuts 
Werling. The south end of the barn has an at
tractive service door; the windows have white 
shutters, all which make this barn a neat barn. 

Franklin Pierce Cordier, whose family 
came from Alsace-Lorraine, France, built this 
barn about 1890. This English barn is still stand
ing on its original foundation. A pent roof was 
added to the east side for protection from the 
elements. In the past, the barn was used as a 
shelter for horses and cows, and for hay and 
grain storage. Today the barn belongs to John 
Cordier, 6058 State Route 118; the barn stands 
on the west side of the road, and is used for 
machinery storage. 
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New Idea engineers took this photograph on 
November 14, 1939, of an experimental shredder 
from New Idea, shredding outside of the Joseph 
and John Cordier barn. (The horses can be seen 
just inside the barn doors. Other buildings, 
which are no longer standing, can be seen to the 
side of the barn.) 

F.P. Cordier (Frank Cordier) built this 
barn about 1910. The barn was used for milk
ing; the gambrel roof allowed for more space in 
the mow for hay storage. A shed has been 
added to the left. Three sets of sliding doors 
allow for easy entry in the barn. This barn be
longs to John Cordier, 6058 State Route 118, 
Celina. 



Bud Stauffer built this barn in 1933. The 
round roof, sometimes called a gothic or rain
bow roof, allowed for more space in the mow. 
Four lightning rods are across the roof ridge. 
The barn had a horse stable, cow stable, and 
hay and straw storage. Today, the barn is used 
for hay and straw storage, and is owned by 
Kenneth and Mary Jean Grandlienard, on State 
Route 118, just south of Route 29. 

ln 1910, Frank and Myrtle Stillberger built 
this barn and windpump. Later, in 1912, they 
built the house, the hog barn followed in 1913, 
the granary in 1915. The buildings were 
trimmed in white; the doors had a small white 
triangle at the top of each corner. In 1991, Will
iam and Edith Stillberger are living at this 
place, 6319 State Route 118, Celina. This pattern 
of building, is the pattern followed by most of 
the early farmers; first, they built the big barn 
and following the barn, they built the fine 
house. After the barn and house, the other out
buildings followed. 
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This old barn, which had been made of logs, 
stood on Monroe Road, just a quarter of a mile 
west of State Route 118. Frank and Myrtle 
Stillberger bought this place in 1901 from Lyda 
Hole. The Hole family may have built this barn 
in the past. 

The old barn can be seen in the background 
of this house, which the Stillbergers bought 
from Lyda Hole in 1901. If one looks closely at 
the log home, one can see the dove tail notching 
of the corners of the walls. This old log home 
and barn are no longer standing. On this photo
graph, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Stillberger are seat
ed with their children William and Evelyn. 
These buildings stood on Monroe Road, just a 
quarter of a mile west of State Route 118. 



Loa Jean Fox and Jimmie D. Fox, 6461 
State Route 118, tell that "Grandpa Newton Pet
rie, with Lou Gray, built this barn in the 
1900's." The barn was originally used for horses 
and milk cows, and for sheep. The barn has a 
grain pen in it. Today, the barn is used for farm 
machinery. 

Upon a hill sits the McGee's bank barn, 73 x 
48; its timber hewed by John J. McGee. The 
lower level of this barn was used mainly for 
livestock, while the upper level was used to 
store hay, straw and grain. James F. McGee, 
son of John J., spent two years hauling stone 
from the railroad cars from Celina; it took 
another two years to make the bank using a slip 
scoop to do it. Mitch McGee took this photo
graph of the barn in 1988, just one hundred 
years after the barn was built in 1888. The 
McGee name can easily be seen on the barn 
roof. The red barn has two pairs of double 
doors, with those doors and the other doors 
being framed with white arches. J .. Lowell 
McGee, 5800 Fleetfoot Road, Celina, is the 
owner of this grand old barn. 
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Harvey Beougher of Hocking County bought 
the West half of the North West quarter of sec
tion 11 in township six Jefferson South of range 
two East in the district of lands subject to sale 
at Lima, Ohio containing eighty acres on 21 
February 1866 for seven hundred and fifty dol
lars. After his death in 1918, the farm sold to 
Joseph W. McGee for $11,600.00. Joseph 
McGee's son Raymond still owns the farm. Joe 
Ketcham built this barn in 1892. This photo
graph is taken from the 1907 HISTORY OF 
MERCER COUNTY, OHIO, and the history of 
the Beougher Family is on page 513. Three rec
tangular cupolas are on the gable roof ridge. A 
series of rows of louvered vents provide ventila
tion for the barn. The barn was used for horses, 
and storing hay, buggies and farm machinery. 
Today, the barn at 6280 Fleetfoot Road, Celina, 
is used for sheep and farm machinery. This 
barn information was submitted by Ruth E. 
Howell, granddaughter of Harvey Beougher, 605 
East Market Street, Celina. 

This barn was built around 1890, and stands 
at the west side of Fleetfoot Road at the corner 
of Monroe Road. The farm was purchased about 
1915 by Mr. and Mrs. Frank Fetters from the 
Frank Steel family and became the possession 
of Sam and Bernadine Hellwarth in the early 
1960's. The barn has been used for general 
farming, with livestock and hay storage. Mr. 
and Mrs. Sam Hellwarth, Sr., live at 650 Linden 
A venue, Celina. 



This photograph was taken around 1909-
1910, of this old barn, belonging to Hulbert Van
tilburg, on Meyer Road, south of Celina. Hul
bert Vantilburg was Merlie Boroff's grand
father. This must have been an important occa
sion because the people are all dressed up; even 
the youngest boy is wearing his hat. One child is 
seated upon the horse; a colt is standing 
nearby. 

John H. Zumberge built this big barn in 
1959, at 6612 Meyer Road, Celina. During the 
1950's, many farmers were building these 
barns, with the hugh round roof, sometimes 
called a rainbow or gothic roof, because the 
roof allowed for more storage space than the 
conventional gable roofed barn. This photo
graph was taken after the barn was built in Jan
uary 1959. 
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This barn was built in the 1890's by Joe 
Meyer, and was used for dairy, and hay and 
straw storage. It appears as if the barn has had 
a new foundation added, as well as new siding 
added. This barn belongs to John Zumberge, 
and stands just south of the Zumberge place at 
6612 Meyer Road, at the Monroe Road intersec
tion. Meyer Road must have received its name 
from the Meyer family. 

The Mathias Smith Tavern was built in 1840 
to house the workers who built the Grand Res
ervoir (Grand Lake St. Marys) to store water 
for the Miami and Erie Canal. The original 
tavern had two floors and was moved to this 
site at Lake Shore Park on the South Main 
Street of Celina. The Celina Jaycees worked to 
move this log building in the 1960's, from a site 
to the south and west of the park on the west 
side of the highway. This log building is owned 
by the Mercer County Historical Society. Many 
of the old logs of the original tavern had rotted 
out. To replace these logs, they used logs from 
the old medical college log building from Mace
don, west of Coldwater. One of the original logs 
from the Macedon medical college log building 
is on exhibit at the Mercer County Historical 
Museum. Note of this Mathias Smith Tavern 
building, that the corner notching is not ex
posed, but is enclosed in this mortise and tenon 
joint. Donald A. Hutslar, in THE LOG AR
CHITECTURE OF OHIO, Ohio History, Volume 
80, 1971, states: "Though this style of mortise 
and tenon joint is included in the general cate
gory of log building, it really belongs to 'plank 
wall' construction. Obviously such fabrication 
required more time and care than one of the 
common notching systems. The few buildings 
found in Ohio using this method of joining have 
logs, or planks, ranging from 4 to 10 inches in 
width." Note that the sill logs, or the bottom 
floor logs, are supported by stone piers. 



A wonderful treasure of a log building was 
found under the siding of a house when it was 
being dismantled at Mark and Rhonda 
Alspaugh's place, 716 North Brandon Avenue, 
Celina. Half dovetail notching is used in the cor
ners. One can see the chinking between the 
logs. 

An interior view of Mark and Rhonda 
Alspaugh's log building, 716 North Brandon Av
enue, Celina. See the size of the log floor joists. 
The one door and two windows were cut in the 
log walls. An interior stair can be seen in the 
northeast corner. At the time of this April 1992 
photograph, the Alspaughs were speaking about 
the building being relocated. 

189 

These farmers are baling straw from the 
straw stack. This old photograph was found in a 
house at 546 North Cherry Street, Celina, by 
Dale Parker, in 1965 or 1966, when he had been 
employed to tear down the old house. Anyone 
with information on this photograph may con
tact the Mercer County Historical Museum, or 
Helen Parker, 7113 Oregon Road, Celina. 

This photograph was found in a house at 546 
North Cherry Street, Celina, by Dale Parker, in 
1965 or 1966, when he had been employed to tear 
down the old house. In the photograph, the log 
home is still standing behind the home in the 
photograph. Apparently, this family had 
gathered to celebrate their new home. Anyone 
with information as to where this home stood, 
or the name of the family, may contact the 
Mercer County Historical Museum, or Helen 
Parker, 7113 Oregon Road, Celina. 



--

Bernard and Magalena Everman were the 
ones who built this fine barn at 7460 State Route 
197, which Steve Zumberge owns today. In the 
past, this was a dairy barn; today it is used to 
raise steers and for machine storage. Amish 
carpenters remodeled this barn in 1989; the 
foundation was redone and doors were made 
larger to accommodate today's machinery. 

Steve and Ginny Zumberge's barn has a 
strong frame, which has hand hewn beams, 
which dates this barn back before the turn of 
the century. The stringers, or logs supporting 
the mow, have ends that have been hewn to fit 
a corner of a previous log building. The vertical 
posts support the long cross beam; above this 
cross beam are two more vertical posts which 
have been moved to either side of the lower 
posts and they support the purlin plate, which 
runs the length of the barn and supports the raf
ters. It is too bad this book is not in color be
cause the sunlight gives a golden glow to the 
bales and wooden frame of the barn. 
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A close up view of the hand hewn vertical 
post in the Zumberge barn, not only shows the 
blade marks on the post, but also shows the 
added supports on either side of the post. 

G. Edward and Myrna Glass's log cabin, 
8630 Oldtown Road, Celina, is probably the best 
known log building in the area, as it is visited 
by hundreds of school children, as well as many 
adults, annually. The log cabin was built in 
Noble Township, Auglaize County, northwest of 
Saint Marys, just west of the intersection of 
Lampert and Glynnwood Roads, about 1840. 
Legend has it that it was either built by two In
dians or that the ground was bought directly 
from the Indians. It is of unusual construction 
in that the logs were not notched on the corners, 
but they were cut square. The log building was 
covered with wood siding for years; this contri
buted to the preservation of the logs. Appa
rently the original owners were Alonzo and 
Sarah Yaeger until 1882. About 1885, extensive 
remodeling was done, in that a kitchen, pantry, 
and another porch were added, and the outside 
was covered with wood siding. The spring of 
1969, Ed Glass dismantled the log building, and 
moved to their farm at 8630 Oldtown Road, 
where it was rebuilt and restored. Ed and 
Myrna have been local historians and have 
given tours to all their visitors each year. 



This photograph shows the construction of 
the large barn on Dr. Robert E. Riley's farm, 
2015 State Route 703 East of Celina. Robert 
Riley's son, Joel K. Riley, 4145 Arlington Drive, 
Royal Oak, MI 48073, wrote that he remembers 
being with his father, when he took this photo
graph in 1915. (Photograph from Joel K. Riley) 

The "North Shore Stock Farm" of Dr. 
Robert E. Riley, 2015 State Route 703 East, was 
noted for registered Holstein and Guernsey Cat
tle. This barn was the centerpiece of the farm. 
The barn had stanchions for dairy cattle, as 
well as the large area for hay storage. (photo
graph from Joel K. Riley) 
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This is a 1992 photograph of the same barn, 
which Robert Riley built in 1915, at 2015 State 
Route 703 East. 

Paul Bonvillian's barn, 4105 State Route 
703, Celina, was built in 1910. This barn is an 
English barn, with the main double doors cen
tered on the front, and trimmed with white 
arches. The red barn also has a white triangle 
painted in the gable peak. It appears as if a new 
foundation has been added to the barn. Other 
than the addition to the back of the barn, the 
barn probably looks much as it did when it was 
built; it still has straight lines. If it were not for 
the night light and the van, one might not be 
able to date when this photograph was taken. In 
the past, the barn was used for animals and 
farm equipment; today it is used for storage. 



Another wonderful barn stands on the west 
side of Staeger Road, just north of Route 29, 
east of Celina. Linus Braun bought it January 
21, 1972, from the heirs of Frank Staeger. This 
view of the west side shows the bank leading to 
the main doors; Linus had the barn resided 
with metal siding. 

This view of the east side of Linus Braun's 
bank barn on Staeger Road, shows the over
·oang, called a cantilevered forebay. (Some call 
this type barn a Sweitzer barn.) The sheltered 
side, with the protective overhang, "on the lee 
side of the winter" gave protection to the ani
mals. When Linus Braun bought the barn, he 
raised the barn and put footers and laid block 
eight feet high under the main floor. The bottom 
floor on the inside, is still laid on stone. The 
back double doors used for threshing are visible 
on the main floor. 
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The hand hewn log supporting beams can 
be seen beneath the main floor. The block which 
Linus Braun put to the side is visible. Note the 
inclined log support. The beams on the bottom 
floor are from ten to twenty inches wide and 
eight inches thick. 

--. -

A wooden door leads to a wooden stairway 
which leads to the main floor. Note the inclined 
log support, as well as the vertical and horizon
tal log supports, in Linus Braun's bank barn. 
The bottom floor had horse stalls and cow 
stalls. 



Linus Braun's bank barn on Staeger Road 
has all hand hewn timbers. The main floor still 
has a wooden threshing floor; threshing doors 
are to the front and back. The posts and beams 
on the main floor and mow are eight inches by 
eight inches. The framing of the barn is unique. 
Note, the vertical posts support the main cross 
beams, which is all one log. Right where the 
post joins the cross beam, an inclined purlin 
support goes diagonally to the purlin, which 
runs the length of the barn and supports the raf
ters. Not a lot of Mercer County barns have in
clined purlin supports, and not many purlin sup
ports are based immediately above the vertical 
posts. Linus takes pride in preserving this his
toric barn. 

Linus Braun, 7232 Staeger Road, Celina, 
(just north of the bank barn with the can
tileverd forebay) bought this place in 1964. Gus 
Jackson built this barn in wartime in the for
ties. This barn must not have been struck by 
lightning because all five lightning rods have 
their glass globes intact. Trees in front of the 
house have been struck several times; one time 
a tree was struck and bark flew across the 
barnyard and Linus was on the tractor in the 
barnyard, and was not hit. This barn with its
round roof, was built for cattle and hay. Gus 
Jackson had milk cattle. Linus Braun uses the 
barn for hay and storage. 
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Just the kind of barn that artists love, a 
weathered barn standing alone in a field. This 
beautiful old barn stands on the east side of Dib
ble Road. The green round roof, sometimes 
called a gothic or rainbow roof, has a slight 
overjet, called a skijump. Red doors are to the 
right of center. An addition has been made to 
the back of this big barn, which belongs to Olan 
Stoner, 6681 Oregon Road, Celina. 

Registered Black Angus are standing in 
front of the barn located on Dibble Road, at the 
corner of Oldtown. This barn was on the farm, 
when Don Harris' father bought it in 1948. The 
barn was built about 1900, by the Dibble Fam
ily. The barn has been used for general farm
ing, and is owned by Don Harris, 7681 Harris 
Road, Celina. 



Wilfred Albers' barn, 7332 Riley Road, is a 
dairy barn. It has a gambrel roof, to allow for 
more storage room in the mow. A small six 
paned window is in the peak of the end wall. Be
neath it is a sliding door for entry to the mow. 
A series of sliding doors provide entry to the 
barn at the ground level. The autumn sunlight 
is casting shadows across the barnyard. (Photo
graph by Matt Kuhlhorst Boy Scout Team) 

Edson B. Miller built this barn at 7431 Four 
Turkey Road, Celina in 1897. The barn has been 
used for stables for horses, other livestock, and 
hay and straw. Four lightning rods stand across 
the roof ridge. In the double doors to the front, 
there is a smaller door cut into the one door; 
this door within a door is known as a guichet. 
Today, the barn is used for storage of tools and 
equipment, and belongs to Pauline M. Miesse, 
906 Windsor Circle, Celina. 
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This old photograph shows the barn at 7431 
Four Turkey Road, which Edson Miller built in 
1897 and today is owned by Pauline M. Miesse. 
On the barn is written E.B. Miller, 1897. From 
left to right, is standing Edna Miller Figley; 
Susie Holdren Miller, an Aunt; Stanley; Paul; 
and Harold; Edson Miller to the right. 

On the back of this photograph is written: 
"Home farm, 1890, Uncle Zura and Aunt Elsie 
Riley, and Lena being held by Uncle Zura." The 
windmill is standing to the side of the barn. This 
barn stood on Riley Road, between Rte., 29 and 
Oldtown Road, which was the J.Z. Riley and 
Lena Riley Farm, that David Riley now owns. 



This barn may have been the Riley Home
stead on what is now State Route 703 and Riley 
Road intersection. 

C.E. Riley or J.Z. Riley built this barn at 7239 Riley Road, Celina, in the early 1900's. The main 
barn has the round roof, with two ventilators on top, and has an addition to the back, with a gable 
roof and triangular hay hood. This barn was used for dairy and hay storage. The smaller barn in 
back of it, has J Z RILEY in the slate of the gambrel roof. The windpump (windmill) can be seen 
standing next to the house. The home and the other out buildings complete the rural landscape. 
Today the place belongs to David Riley. 
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MERCER COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Each Ohio County has three Commissioners 
who are elected by the voters of the county. One 
Commissioner is elected the same year as the 
Governor, and the other two Commissioners are 
elected the same year as the President. 

On the second Monday of January of each 
year, the Board meets and selects one of its 
members to be the Chairman of the Board; a 
Vice Chairman is also selected at this time. The 
Board appoints a Clerk. A two thirds vote is re
quired for the passage of all resolutions and in 
some cases a unanimous vote is needed. All of
ficial business is recorded by resolution in the 
Commissioners' Journal by the Clerk. 

The Commissioners are responsible for ap
propriations, all county tax dollars; having the 
responsibility of establishing the budget in July 
and appropriating the necessary funds for the 
operation of the various departments of county 
government. 

It is also the duty of the Commissioners to 
oversee public works projects and hold public 
hearings for the improvement of same. The 
Commissioners in cooperation with the En
gineer decide on which bridges should be re
paired or replaced, also which roads should be 
repaired and resurfaced. The Board supervises 
the operation and maintenance of all county 
buildings including the Court House, Jail, 
County Home, Fairground buildings, Highway 
Garage, 4-H Buildings, Administration Build
ing, Sheriff's Office, Cheryl Ann School 
facilities, and Otis Building. The Board works 
with the various elected officials, Boards, 
Agency's and Authorities in the management of 
the facilities. 

The Board of County Commissioners shall 
advertise and secure bids for all materials and 
equipment in excess of Ten Thousand Dollars. 
The Board also enters into all contracts for the 
County. The Board is governed in its action by 
the Ohio Revised Code of the State of Ohio. In 
matters which need legal interpretation the 
Board relies on the Prosecuting Attorney for 
opinions. The Board also is involved in the Plan
ning and Zoning for the County, and cooperates 
with the Soil and Water Conservation group for 
the preservation of natural resources in the 
county. 

Herb Muhlenkamp 

Ron Puthoff 

Jerry Laffin 

196 



AUDITOR 

Roger A. Schwieterman is Mercer County 
Auditor. 

Roger A. Schwieterman is a life long resi
dent of Mercer County. He is currently serving 
in his fourth term as County Auditor. He 
graduated from St. John's High School in Maria 
Stein, Ohio, in 1947. 

Roger's first wife, Dorothy, died in March 
of 1974. They had five children. In August of 
1975, he married Delores Mescher Quinter; she 
had 2 children. Roger and Delores live in Maria 
Stein, Ohio. Their seven children and seventeen 
grandchildren all live within 15 miles of Maria 
Stein. 

Roger was born September 7, 1929. He pre
pared himself well for political office. He has 
worked at New Idea Plant in Coldwater. He 
worked as a meat cutter in Coldwater, New 
Bremen, and Minster. In Minster, he managed 
the Cold Storage Plant for the Local Co-op. In 
1960 he and his brother-in-law purchased the 
Korner Kafe Restaurant and Bar in Maria 
Stein, Ohio. In 1963 he purchased the business 
outright and continud to operate it until 1978. In 
1979 he started his life in the Auditor's Office. 

He is a member of the Coldwater Eagles 
Lodge, St. John the Baptist Church in Maria 
Stein, Maria Stein Knights of St. John, and the 
Celina Knights of Columbus. He is also a 
member of the Mercer County Township Trus-
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tees Association. He presently serves on the 
State of Ohio Legislative Commission for the 
County Auditor's Association. He is Past Chair
man of the Northwest District Auditor's Associ
ation of Ohio. He is also Past Chairman of the 
Mercer County Democratic Party and still 
serves on the Executive Board. 

Roger has a staff of nine full-time employ
ees and 1 part-time employee in the Auditor's 
Office. He became Auditor of Mercer County in 
1981, filling out the term of Tom Timmerman 
who resigned for health reasons. 

The valuation of Mercer County in 1981 was 
$1,002,092,428. The 1993 valuation is 
$1,237,092,428 or an increase of almost a quarter 
of a billion dollars. 

In 1983 he started to computerize all of the 
functions of the Auditor's Office. Today most of 
all the offices in Mercer County are on the 
County Computer. 

He is a member of the County Data Proces
sing Board, Sealer of Weights and Measures, 
Budget Commission and the Board of Revision 
and Records Commission. 

Roger has a firm belief that if you do some
thing as an elected official, you should always 
ask the question; is this a benefit to the tax
payer? If you can answer this question with a 
positive answer, then continue the project. 

He also believes that all citizens sometime 
in their life should serve the public as an 
elected official or employee of the government; 
then everyone would understand better how 
government functions. 

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY 

Paul E. Howell is Mercer County Prosecut
ing Attorney as of 1993, at Room 102 in the 
Mercer County Courthouse, Celina. 

The powers and duties of the prosecuting at
torney are listed in the Ohio Revised Code. 
Under Code 309.08, the prosecuting attorney 



may inquire into the comm1ss10n of crimes 
within the county. The prosecuting attorney 
shall prosecute, on behalf of the state, all com
plaints, suits, and controversies in which the 
state is a party, except for those required to be 
prosecuted by a special prosecutor. In every 
case of conviction, the prosecuting attorney 
forthwith shall cause execution to be issued for 
the fine and costs, and he shall urge the collec
tion. 

Under Ohio Revised Code 309.09, the pro
secuting attorney shall be the legal adviser of 
the board of county commissioners, board of 
elections, and all other county officers, and 
boards, including all tax supported public li
braries. Such prosecuting attorney shall be the 
legal adviser for all township officers, unless 
the township has adopted the limited self gov
ernment form of township government. 

Paul E. Howell began his law practice in 
1985 when he established an office in St. Henry. 
In 1987, he established his own firm at 420 South 
First Street, in Coldwater where he engaged in 
private practice. He was elected to the office of 
Prosecuting Attorney in 1992 and began serving 
in this position in January 1993. He resides in 
Coldwater with his wife, Joyce, who is a teacher 
at St. Henry Middle School and their children 
Matt (6), Dean (5), and Paula (3). 

TREASURER 

Robert C. King is Mercer County Trea
surer. In county finance, responsibility for fi
nancial decision making is divided between the 
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auditor and the treasurer. The county treasurer 
is the cash manager for the county, functioning 
in a manner similar to a banker. As cash man
ager, the treasurer collects all cash received by 
the county. The treasurer is also the chief in
vestment officer for the county, with a goal of 
maximizing returns using eligible investments 
that are required by law. 

A primary duty of the county treasurer is 
the role of tax collector. In the cases where tax
payers have difficulty paying their taxes there 
are payment plans available for taxpayers hav
ing financial difficulty. In some counties, at the 
option of the treasurer, a pre-payment plan 
may be established. 

The county treasurer also performs several 
miscellaneous duties. The bonds of several 
county officials must be filed with the county 
treasurer. The treasurer also sits on various 
boards including the County Budget Commis
sion, the County Board of Revision, the Invest
ment Advisory Board and the automatic Data 
Processing Board. 

COMMON PLEAS COURT 

The Common Pleas Court is a court of gen
eral jurisdiction, presiding over criminal felony 
cases which are serious crimes for which one 
may be sentenced to a state penal institution; 
domestic relations matters including divorces, 
dissolutions, and annulments, some of which 
cases involved the issues of custody, visitation, 
child support, division of property and debts, 
and spousal support; general civil cases, includ
ing contract disputes, personal injury and prop-



erty damage claims, professional malpractice 
actions, debt collection cases, real estate fore
closures, property line disputes, etc.; equity 
matters wherein one party seeks an injunction 
to restrain another from improper activities. 
The Court also hears appeals from administra
tive agencies such as the Bureaus of Workers' 
Compensation and Employment Services, and 
public bodies such as Boards of Education and 
Civil Service Commissions. The judge has ancil
lary duties which include making appointments 
to the Veterans Service Commission, the Board 
of Hospital Governors for the Joint Township 
District Hospital Board, County District Li
brary Board, and Courthouse-Jail Committee, 
among other public bodies. 

The following have served as judges of the 
Mercer County Common Pleas Court: 

Henry A. Miller (1914-1938) 
Raymond A. Younger (1939-1947) 
Paul P. Dull (1947-1974) 
Dean James (1975-1990) 
Jeffrey R. Ingraham (1991-present) 
The present staff includes: J. Michael 

Bernstein, Referee; Joyce C. Bowers, Official 
Court Reporter; Anita D. Huber, Secretary-Fi
nancial Administrator; Cecelia E. Knouff, Sec
retary-Assignment Commissioner; Bob L. 
Meihls, Bailiff-Chief Probation Officer, and 
Frederick G. Tyo, Assistant Bailiff-Adult Prob
ation Officer. 

PROBATE JUVENILE COURT 

As the name suggests the Probate-Juvenile 
Court has a broad dual role in the local judicial 
system. 
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The Probate Division is primarily con
cerned with the administration of estates. This 
process, which is the supervision of the transfer 
of probate assets, involves the appointment of 
an executor or administrator who collects the 
assets, has them appraised, pays any outstand
ing debts and taxes and then transfers or dis
tributes the remaining assets to those entitled to 
receive them. In addition, the Court has many 
other duties which relate to trusts, guard
ianships and conservatorships, commitments of 
the mentally ill, adoptions, name changes, mar
riage licenses, legitimation and child support, 
and other miscellaneous responsibilities. 

The purpose of the Juvenile· Division is to 
provide for the care, protection and mental and 
physical development of children, and to re
move the taint of criminality from delinquent 
children by substituting a program of supervi
sion, care and rehabilitation. Thus, the Court 
has jurisdiction over any person under the age 
of eighteen years who commits a criminal act 
or is unruly or is a child who is abused, neg
lected or dependent. The Court also hears all 
cases involving juvenile traffic offenses and 
cases where adults are charged with contribut
ing to the delinquency of a juvenile. 

The present judge of the Probate-Juvenile 
Court is the Honorable Mark V. Klosterman. 
Judge Klosterman is a native of Celina and 
graduated with honors from the University of 
Detroit with a degree in Civil Engineering. 
Thereafter, he served as a naval officer during 
the Korean conflict serving with the Seabees in 
the Philippines and on the Staff of the Chief of 
Naval Air Training. After completing his serv
ice he received his Juris Doctor degree from 
the University of Michigan and was a practicing 
attorney in Celina for twenty-five years. He has 
been active in various civic, professional and 
youth organizations and served as an acting 
judge in the Celina Municipal Court. He was 
elected as Probate-Juvenile Judge in 1985 and is 
presently serving his second term. He and his 
wife Diane have four children and reside at 
Harbor Point Drive in Celina. 



RECORDER 

Patricia E. Grote, better known as Pat, was 
elected to the office of County Recorder in 1984 
and took office in January 1985, and at the pre
sent time, is entering her third term. 

She was married to William H. Grote until 
his death in 1971. They had one son Mark that is 
currently a professor at Loyola University in 
New Orleans. Mark and his wife have blessed 
Pat with two grandsons a~d one gr_a~ddaugh!er. 
Pat is active in many social and c1v1c orgamza
tions, but the one that gives the most pleasure_ is 
buying and distributing convalescence eqmp
ment for the Celina American Legion Auxiliary. 
Her· hobbies consist of gardening, cooking and 
collecting cookbooks. 

The Mercer County Recorder's Office is in 
charge of all real estate permanent records. 
One of the most important accomplishments 
has been transcribing hand written abstracts to 
typed loose leaf for legibility with the credit for 
the work completed going to the staff ~f th~ R~
corder's Office. The Recorder's Office 1s m 
charge of microfilming for the county offices, 
including microfiche and security filming. The 
1993 Staff includes Virginia A. Clott, Chief Dep
uty Reco;der; Deborah J. Smalle~, microfilm 
clerk· Diana M. Hellwarth, full time Deputy 
Reco;der; Angela M. Prenger, Part time Depu
ty Recorder; and Marianne Boggs as a Part 
time Recorder. 

200 

CLERK OF COURTS 

In November of 1976, Lieutenant Jim High
ley was in his eighth year as a Mercer County 
Deputy Sheriff when he was elected as Mercer 
County Clerk of Courts. 

In his first year as Clerk, Jim began keep
ing his Motor Vehicle Title Division open until 
7:00 p.m. on Monday nights as a convenien<;!e 
for the public. This was well accepted, and still 
remains in effect to this day. 

Over the years, he has improved the filing 
methods as well as modernizing the equipment 
used by 'bis staff. The office now has elecronic 
calculators, electronic typewriters and just re
cently he computerized the Motor Vehicle Title 
Division. The Title Division moved from the 
first floor of the Court House to 318 Portland 
Street in Celina in May 1992. 

The duties of the Clerk of Courts are scat
tered throughout hundreds of sections of the 
Ohio Revised Code, creating a constant demand 
to make certain that the requirements of the 
laws are met. As the laws have continually 
changed, the office of the Clerk of Courts has 
become much more complex. 

Now in his fifth term of office, Jim is plan
ning the computerization of his legal division on 
the third floor of the Court House. 



Keith G. Earley, P.E., P.S. 

KEITH G. EARLEY 
Mercer County Engineer 

(from 1983 to present February 1993) 

Keith G. Earley, a graduate civil engineer 
from Ohio State University is a registered pro
fessional engineer and surveyor. Keith and his 
wife Ruby reside in Celina with their daughter, 
Rebecca (14), and son, Douglas (12). Their old
est son, Randall (23), now lives and works near 
Dayton. Keith is originally from Mt. Gilead, 
Ohio, where his father, Justin, was Morrow 
County Engineer from 1961 to 1989. Prior to 
moving to Celina, Keith was employed as a de
sign engineer in Mt. Gilead, Ohio, then Marion, 
Ohio, and most recently, West Lake Village, 
California. Keith presently serves as second 
vice president of the County Engineers Associ
ation of Ohio and is chairman of the Technology 
Transfer Committee. 

The Mercer County Engineer's staff cur
rently consists of seven employees in the office 
and twenty-two at the garage. The department 
maintains 393 miles of county roads, 447 
bridges, 587 large culverts, 103 miles of county 
maintained drainage ditches and performs 
· maintenance on the 443 miles of township roads 
when requested by the Township Trustees. The 
entire 836 mile network, except for a few un-
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used sections, has asphalt concrete or bitumin
ous treated surfaces, most of which are 17 or 18 
feet wide. A few of the major county roads are 
20 or 22 feet wide. 

Most of the roads were originally built in 
the nineteenth century. This must have been a 
monumental task, especially when considering 
the equipment that was used. The cooperation 
between the county and the townships, and the 
commitment of the employees over the years, 
has provided one of the better networks in the 
state. This network is quite important to a 
county such as Mercer, which is a leading ag
ricultural producer. Meeting the needs of the 
twenty-first century will also be quite a chal
lenge. Roads and bridges will need to be 
stronger and wider to handle today's large 
heavy vehicles. Good signing and striping, 
along with effective snow and ice control, are 
also necessary for safe travel at today's higher 
speeds. Wider pavements and shoulders would 
provide additional safety. 

The Palmer Road Bridge over the St. 
Marys River is a CamelBack Pratt Truss built 
in 1896 probably by the Oregonia Bridge Com
pany of Oregonia, Ohio. The short half hip pratt 
truss on the south end was added later, circa 
1912. 



The Wabash Road Bridge over the Wabash 
River is a full Pratt Truss built in 1886 by the 
Buckeye Bridge Company of Cleveland, Ohio. 
This style was prevalent during this period. Sur
viving bridges are still frequent. 

The Gallman Road Bridge over the St. 
Marys River is a Double Intersection Pratt 
(Whipple) Truss built in 1887 by the Columbia 
Bridge Works of Dayton, Ohio. This bridge was 
constructed of wrought iron and is 153 feet long. 
The decorative portal is meant to resemble 
spider webs. This bridge is currently a selected 
bridge on the Historical Register. 
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The Celina Mendon Road Bridge over Twelve 
Mile Creek is a Sloping Top Chord Warren 
Truss built in 1955 by the Ohio Bridge Co. of 
Cambridge, Ohio. This early example of a mod
ern style is still an occasional new bridge de
sign at the local level. 

New Prestressed Concrete Bridge on Nep
tune-Mendon Road. One of 91 built in the past 9 
years. 

Mercer County Road Crew at work doing 
spot paving. 



Mercer County Bridge Crew driving piling 
for abutments of a new bridge. 

BOARD OF ELECTION 

The Office of the Board of Election is lo
cated in the Mercer County Court House. The 
office is opened the same hours as other county 
officers in the Court House, extra hours are ob
served before any election. 

The Election Board consists of four mem
bers, two Democrats and two Republicans, 
which are chosen by their respective political 
parties to serve for terms of four years each. 
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A Director and Deputy Director are chosen 
much in the same way. The law states that both 
political parties must be represented. The Sec
retary of State is the chief election official. 

Anything pertaining to the election process 
must come through this office. All registrations 
are maintained in the Board office. All elected 
officials, for Mercer County, must file within 
this office, to be certified to run for public of
fice. 

Programs to create voter participation is a 
project we look forward to creating in our 
county. 

The office is maintained by Director and 
Deputy Director who are Nell Franklin and 
Edgar Bollenbacher, at the time of this writing, 
in 1993. For presidential elections, extra people 
must be hired to keep the process running 
smoothly. 

We must never lose our right to vote if we 
want to keep our freedom of speech. 

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE 

County Veterans Service Offices, formerly 
called soldiers relief, are state-mandated, 
county-funded offices. Ohio law was enacted on 
May 19, 1886 to set aside county tax money for 
this purpose. The Mercer County Veterans 
Service Office Records date back to 1926. 

In 1972, the office was established in room 
200 of the courthouse. The primary function of 
the office is to provide assistance to veterans, 
widows of veterans, and veterans' dependents 
in obtaining any benefits available at a local, 
state or federal level. 

The Mercer County Veterans Service Office 
employs a Service Officer, Administrative As
sistant, and Driver/Clerk. Carol Heyne, Ad
ministrative Assistant, has been employed by 
the office 11 years. Gene Powell, Driver/Clerk, 
has been with the office three years. Tom 
Risch, Service Officer, has been employed five 
years. 



. . 

Risch, a Vietnam veteran, has served as 
treasurer and vice president of the Ohio State 
Association of County Veterans Service Officers 
and has been nominated for President for 1993-
94. 

All of Ohio's 88 counties have veterans serv
ice offices ranging in size from two office staff 
to over 40, depending on veteran population. 
Ohio Law is currently being re-written in re
gards to operation of these offices, hopefully 
providing even more complete service for 
Ohio's Veterans. 

MERCER COUNTY ADMINISTRATION 
BUILDING, 311 South Main, Celina, Ohio. 

MERCER COUNTY CELINA CITY 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

Early records indicate that the Mercer 
County Health Department was established in 
1920. Board members included: L. D. Brumm, 
B.A. Myers, P. W. Fishbauch, Seth Spriggs, and 
William Slemmer. The first Health Commis
sioner was Dr. Frank Ayres. Dr. Ayres was also 
appointed sanitary inspector. The first Public 
Health Nurse hired was Edna Day Loree. Con
cerns of the Board of Health included rabies, 
sanitary conditions, disease, and registration of 
vital statistics. In the mid-1920's, the Health De
partment became involved with public health in 
the county schools. 

In 1952, the Mercer County-Celina City 
Health District was formed. Today's staff in
cludes a Registered Sanitarian for environmen
tal programs, 2 Public Health Nurses, a Local 
Registrar, and a clerk. Current County Health 
Commissioner is Dr. Philip R. Masser of Celina. 
Board members representing the county in
clude President Ted Bertke, Vice President H. 
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Steve Franke, Lu Ann Sigler, Diane Lefeld, and 
Dr. Edward Hosbach. 

The following programs are conducted by 
the agency: administration of vaccines for con
tagious diseases, home visitations for the 
Bureau of Children with Medical Handicaps, 
school health screenings including scoliosis, vi
sion, and audio; environmental programs in
volving licensing and inspections for food serv
ice operations, camps and trailer parks, 
marinas, swimming pools, solid waste facilities, 
the issuance of permits and inspections of pri
vate septic systems, water wells, bacterial test
ing of water samples, investigating nuisance 
complaints and follow-up of animal bites for 
rabies testing if required; registration of births 
and deaths occurring within the county; and 
public health education . 

MERCER COUNTY DEPARTMENT 
OF HUMAN SERVICES 

The Mercer County Department of Human 
Services, located at 311 South Main Street, 
Celina, is the public assistance and public Chil
dren's Services agency for Mercer County. Pub
lic assistance includes: Aid to Dependent Chil
dren (ADC), Food Stamps, Medicaid, General/ 
Disability Assistance and General/Disability As
sistance Medical Programs. These Programs, 
and the JOBS Program, are to assist low-in
come residents of Mercer County. 

The JOBS (Job Opportunities and Basic 
Skills) program helps people receiving Public 
Assistance become self-sufficient through edu
cation, training and work experience. JOBS 
opens the doors to employment and job training 
by improving people's job-seeking skills, build
ing self-confidence and providing on-the-job 
training. JOBS arranges for child care so that 



people can learn new skills and accept employ
ment. To ensure a successful transition from 
public assistance to work, recipients who qual
ify and who find employment may be eligible 
for one year of continued medical coverage and 
child care. 

· Children's Services includes: investigation 
of child abuse and neglect, referrals, providing 
foster care and adoption services. Children's 
Services are provided to all children and their 
families in Mercer County regardless of in
come. The Department also contracts with out
side providers for homemaker services, sub
stance abuse counseling, transportation and 
day care services for Mercer County residents. 

Dale Borger is Director of the Department 
of Human Services. 

THE MERCER COUNTY 
OFFICE OF EDUCATION 

The responsibility of the Mercer County Of
fice of Education is to ensure that the educa
tional needs of the children in the county school 
system are being met. Leadership and services 
are provided to meet the individual and collec
tive needs of the four local districts that com
prise the County System. These services are as 
required by the Ohio Department of Education 
or the Local Boards of Education. Through 
cooperative or contract agreements the serv
ices provided to the local districts are also av-
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ailable to area city, exempted village and 
MRDD Districts. 

Within its role the County Office of Educa
tion is to provide services that are cost effective 
and responsive to the current and future social 
and economic trends. The County Office is dedi
cated to excellence in education through cooper
ation with its member schools. As such it as
sumes the necessary leadership and responsi
bility for monitoring the state standards for 
elementary and secondary education and assist
ing schools to continue to meet or exceed com
pliance levels. 

Some of the activities of the County Office 
include: (1) providing a wide range of special 
education programs and services. (2) providing 
a variety of gifted education programs. (3) pro
viding teacher inservice and staff development 
programs. (4) providing curriculum develop
ment and implementation. (5) coordinating 
grant applications and project implementa
tions. 

Kenneth E. Taylor is the Superintendent of 
Mercer County Schools. 

SHERIFF 

The Mercer County Sheriff's Office consists 
of men and women who have taken an oath to 
support the Constitution of the United States 
and the Constitution and Laws of the State of 
Ohio. We are a part of your community and 
need your support and confidence in fighting 
crime and preventing accidents. 

Our Office consists of very distinct divisions 
working together to serve the public. The jail 
facility is capable of holding prisoners from any 



law enforcement agency in Ohio, including Fed
eral inmates. 

rraffic crashes and criminal activity are in
vestigated by the Patrol and Detective Division. 
Together with Central Dispatch, located in the 
jail facility, they are a vital link to your calls 
for service. 

Our Civil Division is responsible for serving 
Civil and Criminal process generated from the 
Common Pleas Courts to the Governor's Office. 
This is an important duty unique to Sheriff's Of
fices across the State. 

~he two deputies in our D.A.R.E. Program 
service_ ~very s~hool d~strict. in Mercer County 
and ubhze their special skllls educating our 
youth. 

We have approximately 36 fulltime employ
ees together with a dozen qualified Reserve of
ficers who volunteer their time and efforts for a 
very special form of public service. The de
velopment of our Senior Volunteer Program has 
been an asset to both the deputies and the pub
lic. 

An Advisory Counsel formed by Sheriff 
Eichar helps in developing public confidence 
and is a sounding board for community issues. 
Also being developed is a chaplaincy program 
to respond to the needs of our employees and 
citizens in special circumstances. 

Through communication and education 
your Sheriff's Office will make Mercer County 
an even better place to live. 

CoMMIJNITY 

DEVELOPMENT - I ii l 
DEPARTMENT OF MERCER COUNTY ____ _ 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT 

Mercer County Community Development 
Department is totally committed to furthering 
the growth and prosperity of our proud County. 
We do this in many ways and with many differ
ent programs. We help any community in the 
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county to acquire resources for different pro
jects. 

We are always looking to attract new 
businesses into the area, but a large commit
ment of our time goes to helping our existing 
businesses. Studies have shown that 80% of all 
new jobs come from within a community. 

We have numerous programs which we uti
lize to assist our good businesses; either to start 
up or expand. One of our best tools is the County 
Revolving Loan Fund. With loans of over 
$2,000,000 and approximately 400 new jobs 
created, it has been very successful. Any new 
or existing business can apply for a loan as long 
as they follow certain guidelines. 

We encourage businesses and communities 
to take advantage of our services. If we can't 
help, we will find someone who can. Just call 
Mercer County Community Development at 586-
4209. We feel very strongly about the future of 
the Best County in the State. 

CHERYL ANN SCHOOL 

Superintendent's Message 
. Over the years we have seen many changes 
m the programs of the Mercer County Board of 
Mental Retardation and Developmental Dis
abilities. Many view us merely as the Cheryl 
Ann School. But we are more than that. In fact, 
we have no students currently enrolled at 
Cheryl Ann between the ages of 6 and 15. The 
mainstreaming programs of the public school 
systems have enabled children of school age 
with mental retardation and developmental dis
abilities to attend school with other children 
their own age who do not have mental retarda
tion or developmental disabilities. 

Our services have shifted to provide for the 
needs of our Program participants. Our em
phasis is on helping them adjust to life in the 
community rather than solely providing an edu
cational service. Through our early intervention 
programs, our pre-school, school-age, and adult 
programs, we focus on meeting these needs on 
a daily basis. 



One significant change over the years has 
been in the expansion of our adult workshop, 
C.A. Industries. As our focus shifted, we di
rected our attention to providing meaningful 
work and preparing individuals for life in the 
community. 

Over the years, state and national stan
dards of excellence for services provided to per
sons with mental retardation and developmen
tal disabilities have changed. And Cheryl Ann 
has changed as well. The Cheryl Ann School is 
part of the vast array of programs provided by 
the Mercer County Board of Mental Retardation 
and Developmental Disabilities. This report will 
introduce you to our programs. See for yourseli 
why we say that, today ... Cheryl Ann is More! 

LAKEFIELD AIRPORT 

Lakefield Airport began in 1945 as a private 
turf runway 800 feet long in a twenty acre tract 
owned by Perry Noll. It evolved through the 
1940's and 1950's, until a group of concerned citi
zens and area industrialists formed the 
Lakefield Founding Committee which pur-

207 

chased a thirty-four acre site including the old 
airport. The Lakefield Airport Authority was 
created by the Commissioners in 1962 to oversee 
airport operation and administration. Under 
Governor Rhodes' aids-to-airports legislation 
the airport acquired a 3800 feet x 75 feet paved 
lighted runway with instrument approaches. 
Additional land was purchased and continues to 
be purchased to accommodate future expansion 
and development. 

Lakefield Airport is managed by Robert 
Violet. The airport is located on the southwest 
corner of Grand Lake and can handle most 
planes including heavy twins. Hangar space is 
available for thirty aircraft with maintenance, 
fuel, instruction, rental, and charter services 
available from Grand Lake Air, Inc. Pilot pick
up services are provided in conjunction with 
area restaurants, hotels, and other businesses. 

The airport is an active drop zone with 
parachuting operations conducted by Grand 
Lake Skydiving. In addition to providing busi
ness and private use the airport is valuable for 
public events such as the Mercer County DARE 
Air Fair. 

"VIEW OF THE MERCER COUNTY IN
FIRMARY, from the MERCER COUNTY 
ATLAS, 1900" 

MERCER COUNTY HOME 

"Over the hills to the Poor House is not a 
pleasing thought, yet the dread of having to live 
at the County Home is somewhat lessened when 
it is known that the Home in which all the mod
ern improvements for the comfort of man or 
woman are to be found and under the charge of 
a kind-hearted superintendent." 

The above quote is a partial introduction 
taken from an "Atlas of Mercer County," pub
lished in 1900. Since its conception in 1863, the 
Home has been under the care of just twelve 
different superintendents. Originally set up as a 
"poor house," where people would work off 
their debts, the Home has evolved into a custo
dial care facility, taking care of the daily needs 
of those less fortunate. 

The three residential buildings on the 
grounds were built in 1860, 1893 and the last in 
1916. Over the years, these buildings have been 
continually upgraded to provide its 40 residents 
with the most modern services and facilities. 



Staffed 24 hours a day and with few restrictions, 
the Home and its services are available to all 
Mercer County residents, some of whom would 
otherwise have no where to go. 

The following is a list of Superintendents 
from the year 1863: 

1863-1869 James Schunck 
1869-1878 C.B. Steinman 
1878-1886 Jacob Schunck 
1886-1888 E. Partner 
1888-1902 Michael Reusch 
1902-1903 Henry Nichouse 
1903-1908 Sylvester Weaver 
1908-1928 Andrew Schunck 
1928-1938 A.H. Beckstedt 
1938-1962 A.H. Moeder 
1962-1988 Joseph Moeder 
1988- Jerald Moeder 
The Mercer County Home is located at 4871 

State Route 29, Celina, Ohio. 

The cattle barn, built around 1860, at the 
County Home, had two small silos at both ends 
of the barn. This view of the barn shows the 
bank leading up to the bridge, into the main 
threshing floor. This is the same barn, seen on 
the left side of the 1900 photograph. Note the six 
louvered windows in the 1900 photograph, are 
closed in the later view. 
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This is the back of the 1860 cattle barn. The 
overhand, or the fore bay, can be seen. The cat
tle could stand under this overhang, for protec
tion from the weather. Also, the double doors on 
the back of the threshing floor level, would also 
be opened in order to throw hay down to the cat
tle. Barns with the overhang, or forebay, are a 
rare sight in Mercer County today. 

This barn was constructed about 1890 at the 
County Home, east of the other big barn. This 
barn was used both as a horse and cattle barn. 
The top two thirds is used as a hay mow. A corn 
crib is on the north end of this barn. 



MERCER COUNTY SOIL AND 
WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

The Mercer County Soil and Water Conser
vation District is located at 717 West Logan 
Street, Celina. 

On September 28, 1944, the Ohio S~il Conser
vation Committee legally estabhshed the 
Mercer County District. Five Supervisors were 
elected. The present board consists of Sam 
Hellwarth, Jr.; Jonny Dicke; Othmar Fullen
kamp; Ed Evers and Leroy J ohnsman. Mercer 
District is known as one of the top two produc
ing counties in income from agricultural re
ceipts in Ohio. The District has administered a 
manure nutrient program to its cooperators, 
and implemented a watershed treatment pro
ject involving a part of the Grand Lake St. 
Marys. . . 

The District also is involved m another pilot 
project which also involves the Beaver Cre~k. 
Both projects have proven to be very effect!ve 
in solving many problems such as gully erosion 
control,· sheet erosion and animal waste. 

The District maintains a No-Till Planter 
and encourages the use of No-Till and othe~ con
servation tillage practices. Surface dramage 
and erosion control are still the main agricul
tural problems. 

On-going youth education programs, RC & 
D measures, forestry workshops, farm tours, 
and the installation of best management prac
tices ensure a continuing program with local 
support. 
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MERCER COUNTY 
OFFICE OF 

LITTER PREVENTION & RECYCLING 
Janet Gels, Program Administrator 

301 Riley Street 
Celina, Ohio 45822 

In 1980, the Ohio General Assembly made a 
commitment to the citizens of Ohio for a 
cleaner environment by establishing a Litter 
Prevention & Recycling Program within the De
partment of Natural Resources. The funds were 
generated from a corporate franchise tax, tax
ing corporations which manufacture and pro
duce litter stream products. 

Realizing that grant funds were available 
for litter collection as well as litter and recycl
ing education/awareness, the County Commis
sioners applied for the funding in 1986. 

The first Grant was awarded in 1987. Thus, 
the Mercer County Office of Litter Prevention & 
Recycling Program became a reality. The of
fice is located at 301 Riley St. in Celina. 

According to the Program Administrator, 
Janet Gels, "the purpose of the Progr~m is to 
educate the public about the county s trash 
problems, to promote recycling efforts and to 
organize clean up efforts." 

Specializing in classroom education, Janet, 
commonly referred to as the 'Litter Lady', con
ducts countless environmental programs for 
students in all grade levels. She also promotes 
various activites that off er the young people a 



chance to express themselves, such as an En
vironmental Science Fair, Poster and Essay 
contest, and a Creative Art Contest. 

Janet also conveys her message to church, 
civic and social organizations. Being the 
spokesperson for the recycling activities taking 
place throughout the county, she expresses the 
statement that we must Reduce, Reuse and Re
cycle. We are all caretakers of this land; there
fore, we must be a part of the solution, not a 
part of the problem. 

During the summer months, the Program 
conducts a 12 week litter collection, utilizing a 
crew consisting of student JTP A workers and 
juvenile court offenders. 

The Mercer County Program is an affiliate 
of the Keep America Beautiful Program, a na
tional, nonprofit, public education organization 
dedicated to improving waste handling prac
tices in American communities. 

MERCER COUNTY EMERGENCY 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Local Emergency Planning Committee 
(LEPC) was established in 1988, under SARA 
Title III, the Superfund Amended Reauthoriza-
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tion Act. Title Ill is Community Right-to-Know 
program. 

It is a mandate of Federal and State, and 
the positions on it are established by law to be 
members of the community from specific sec
tors. 

A planning district as per the Ohio Revised 
Code shall be no smaller than the geographic 
borders of a county. 

The Mercer County LEPC has County 
Board Status, and usually meets quarterly. It 
has required positions within its structure. A 
Chairman, Response Coordinator, Information 
Coordinator, and a Secretary. The committee is 
also required to maintain an Emergency Re
lease number, 586-6455, at a 24 hour answering 
point. 

The primary functions of the program are 
to provide an annual reporting process for 
chemicals in the community. The process in
cludes developing a procedure for protecting 
and informing the community of such chemi
cals and hazards. 

The committee is also required to submit a 
complete response plan annually to include a 
hazard analysis for the community and 13 re
quirements also defined in 3750.04 of the Ohio 
Revised Code. The local committee is required 
to develop a training program. 

Funding for the LEPC and the local hazard
ous material program is supported through fees 
paid annually by industry. The cost of local 
hazardous material training is also partially 
supported by this fee process. Local industry 
has also donated funds to support a containment 
program within Mercer County. 

The committee is required to conduct an an
nual exercise within the district. The plan and 
exercise are both evaluated for the State 
Emergency Response Commission in Colum
bus, Ohio. 

The LEPC is currently working on an en
forcement and compliance program to include a 
revised cost recovery program. 

The committee, through meeting quarterly, 
functions through sub-committees such as 
Training, Exercise, Containment, and Finance. 
An executive committee is established with the 
committee. These committees are responsible 
for a large portion of the projects. A truck and 
trailer for Containment, safety, and decontami
nation were developed with the cooperation of 
the Emergency Management Agency, Celina 
Fire Department and the L.E.P.C. This prog
ram includes booms, pads and other equipment, 
such as personal protection. The L.E.P.C. also 
maintains a computer system which can gener
ate a RIDS (Response Information Data Sheet). 
This information provides, in detail, factors re
lating to the chemical. This information is used 
in planning and response. 

All information on reporting, planning, 
training and related information is maintained 
in the Mercer County Emergency Management 



Agency in the Mercer County Courthouse. You 
may call 586-6468 for additional information, or 
stop in during the hours of 8:30 to 12:00 A.M., or 
1: 00 to 4: 00 P .M., Monday thru Friday. 

Jerry Laffin 
Commissioner 

LEPC Chairman 

Karl Kaiser 
Information Coordinator 

Response Coordinator 

MERCER COUNTY EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

This agency is a requirement of all political 
subdivisions in Ohio under 5915. of the Ohio Re
vised Code. Mercer County is structured under 
5915.06, which establishes a County-Wide Agree
ment for Emergency Management of which all 
political subdivisions are members. 

Emergency Management works in four 
basic phases: 

Mitigation: looking at or identifying the 
problem, and possibly trying to remove it. 

Planning: using an all hazard approach, to 
plan for the response and recovery in the event 
an incident occurs. 

Response: includes the actual response to 
an incident, which also requires the coordina
tion of resources and securing State and Fed
eral dollars and physical assistance. 

Recovery: Emergency Management has a 
goal to get the population back to a normal 
routine as soon as possible. 

The Mercer County Emergency Manage
ment Agency is an active participant in most 
emergency planning in and for Mercer County. 
Under legislation, we are required an E.O.P., 
(Emergency Operations Plan), which has to be 
updated every four years. It includes a basic 
plan and response specific Annexes. These 
plans include a Resource Management Plan. 
Other plans and S.O.P.'s, (Standard Operating 
Procedures), are in place to support response to 
plans. 

Emergency Management is also responsi
ble for Public Awareness, Warning and Notifi
cation, Back Up Communications, and Public 
Information. An E.O.C., (Emergency Opera
tions Center), is maintained in the Courthouse 
Basement. A back up communications system 
is also located in the Emergency Management 
Agency Office, also located in the Courthouse 
Basement. 

The local agency has been very active in a 
weather information program for the public. 
The primary goal is to provide information on 
location, intensity, and time of arrival of the 
storm. This is incorporated into an Emergency 
Notification System, which includes a paging 
system in every school building, nursing home, 
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and some industry in Mercer County. The 
County also maintains a Radar Remote. 

The Agency is supported by local volunteer 
groups, such as 2-Meter Radio, 4 x 4 Vehicles, 
and Snowmobile Groups. The Mercer County 
Disaster Services Volunteers play an active role 
in weather spotting and general agency and 
community support. 

The agency is located in Room B-1 of the 
Mercer County Courthouse. The phone number 
is 586-6468. Visitors are welcome, and the 
agency is willing to work with all on community 
and/or individual preparedness. 

E. Joseph Beiler 

Karl H. Kaiser, 
Director 

Harvey Stanfield 

MERCER COUNTY EXTENSION 

Ohio State University Extension is the new 
name of the old Ohio Cooperative Extension 
Service as of January 1, 1993. Mercer County 
Extension is part of an outreach educational 
program from The Ohio State University. The 
local staff provides educational opportunities 
for the community through a wide variety of 
ways and to anyone who chooses to take part or 
become involved. Information presented is 
based on modern research and experiences ob
tained from others within individual areas of 
expertise. 

As part of Ohio State University Extension, 
our mission is to help people improve their lives 
through an educational process using scientific 
knowledge focused on identified issues and 
needs. The local staff will be striving to address 
the issues and needs of this community with the 
support of federal, state, and local government. 

The staff members responsible for Mercer 
County Extension are Ruth Anne Foote, Home 
Economics Agent; Barbara Phares, 4-H Agent; 
Norma "Skeet" Wolters, 4-H Program Assis
tant; Joe Beiler, Agriculture/Community Re
source Development Agent; and Harvey R. 
Stanfield, Agriculture/Natural Resources 



Agent. Three other very important individuals 
are the secretarial staff of Peg Wiehe, Jan Gar
wick, and Suzanne Evers. To know more about 
the opportunities the local office has to off er, 
call 419/586-2179. The Office is located at 321 
Riley Street, Celina. 

Ruth Anne Foote Barbara Phares 

Norma Wolters 
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MERCER COUNTY FAIR 

The Mercer County Fair was first held in 
the 1850's and has been an annual event with the 
exception of the year of the polio epidemic. The 
early Fairs were held on the southeast part of 
Celina, in Mercelina Park, near Grand Lake. 
The present West Market Street location is 
owned by the county. The fair is governed by 
Ohio Department of Agriculture, and is man
aged by a board of directors, elected for a three 
year term, six being elected yearly. Three at
large, and one director from each township, 
meet monthly. Present directors & officers are: 
Jerry Heiby, President, Darrel Laffin, Vice
President, Barbara Thees, Secretary, Rex 
Pierce, Treasurer, Gary Deitsch, James Mat
thews, Robert Berry, Larry Bowers, Joe Bey, 
James Niekamp, Gerald Bollenbacher, Ronald 
Boroff, Fred Schulze, Stanley Nuding, Alan 
Post, Bonnie Vandemark, William Kill, Richard 
Berkenstock, Janice A. James. 

Agriculture & Livestock Exhibits, Ag-Sci
ence, 4-H Projects ranging from small animals 
to radio controlled vehicles, as well as flowers, 
grain, handcraft are all displayed to be judged 
and premiums awarded at the Fair. 



A PIONEER HOME 
MERCER COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS 

(Erected and owned by Mercer County Pioneer 
Association) 

The Mercer County Pioneer Association 
held its first meeting at Moore's Grove at Men
don in 1882. They held their annual meetings 
there until they moved to Celina in 1894. In 1896, 
they. met at the large tent on the Fairgrounds 
and decided to erect an old fashioned pioneer 
cabin on the Fairgrounds, and furnish it. This 
photograph of the pioneer cabin is from the 1907 
HISTORY OF MERCER COUNTY BOOK. 

MERCER COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

The Mercer County Historical Museum, the 
Riley Home, 130 East Market, Celina, is owned 
by the Mercer County Commissioners, and ad
ministered by the Executive Board of Directors 
of the Mercer County Historical Society, Inc. 
Joyce L. Alig has served as Director of the 
Museum since January 1973. More information 
about the Mercer County Historical Museum, 
and the Historical Society may be found at the 
beginning of this book. 
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DWYER-MERCER COUNTY 
DISTRICT PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Librarian - Austin R. Schneider 
The Dwyer-Mercer County District Library 

provides library service by operating library 
facilities in Celina, Mendon, St. Henry, and 
Chickasaw. 

The Celina facility is currently undergoing 
an $800,000.00 expansion to double the size of the 
current building from 9,000 square feet to 18,000 
square feet. Plans call for the addition of a 
basement, extended collection space, as well as, 
an adult reading room and a genealogy room. 
Pictured is the architectural drawing of the new 
Celina addition scheduled to be completed early 
in 1994 which will house up to 150,000 volumes. 

Funding was sourced from a federal grant, 
local fundraising, and existing funds on hand. 

Agricultural Building, Mercer County Fair
grounds, photograph taken summer of 1993. 



Bair Pharmacy 
Bair Pharmacy, 101 S. Main St., Celina is the 

oldest drug store in the County. Founded in 1866 
by George Zay and listed in the 1888 Mercer 
County Atlas under ''Books, Drugs, and Jewelry," 
the store has continuously been located at the 
corner of Main and Market Streets. 

In 1893, Charles and Rochester "Ro" Wyckoff 
purchased the business from Mr. Zay, their 
brother-in-law, and changed the name to Wyckoff 
Brothers. One year later the "Great Fire" of 1894 
leveled the entire block. The building was rebuilt 
to the present stairway on Market Street with 
the drugstore being the sole occupant. 

Later Charles Wyckoff developed tuberculosis 
and moved to the West. Henry Puthoff purchased 
part of the business and the name became 
Wyckoff & Puthoff. This partnership lasted until 
1907 when Ro Wyckoff purchased a dredge on 
the Mississippi River. The business was sold to 
Puthoff with the stipulation Wyckoff could buy it 
back if he ever wished. After a few years the 
dredge sank and Ro Wyckoff returned to Celina. 

In 1922 a partnership was formed between 
Wyckoff and Robert Ross of Bowling Green. Ross 
had married Ro's niece, Mary Evelyn. They pur
chased the business from Puthoff and changed 
the name to Wyckoff & Ross. Ro died in 
November of 1941 and Ross continued the busi
ness under the same name. A partnership was 
formed in 1946 between Ross and Willis Bair. 
Bair had worked in the store during his high 
school days, attended Ohio Northern University 
and served as a pharmacist in the U.S. Navy 
during the World War II. 

Ross sold his interest to Bair in 1948 and 
became Mercer County Probation Officer until 
health forced him to retire in 1963. The store 
became Bair Drug Store and Bair along with 
Gene Arnold, who had graduated from Ohio 
Northern College of Pharmacy, operated the 
store. Gene's brother Paul Arnold graduated 
from Ohio Northern in 1959 and having worked 
in the store since 1955 became the third pharma
cist. 

In October 1963 Gene Arnold bought Van 
Fleet's Drug Store in Rockford, Ohio and Paul 
remained as manager until August 24, 1973, 
when he purchased the business from Bair. Paul 
and his wife Odell operate the business retaining 
the name Bair Pharmacy with only a few 
changes such as enlarging the prescription 
department to keep up with the large increase in 
drug products as well as becoming the first com
puterized pharmacy in Mercer County. 
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Bair Pharmacy has always been involved in 
the training of young people going into the field. 
In 1974 they entered into an agreement with 
Ohio Northern University to be a part of their 
externship program to train 5th year students in 
the field in the roll of pharmacy instructors. This 
program is now a part of all pharmacy colleges in 
Ohio. 

From the day the first telephone in Celina 
was installed in the store until the present when 
the computerization puts the store in contact 
with the insurance companies main frame, Bair 
Pharmacy has been a leader in the community in 
the profession and practice of pharmacy. 



Bank One 

..... 
BANK: E 
Whatever it takes~ 

Celina Banking Center 

The Celina Bank One office which is a 
branch of Bank One, Lima, N.A. is an affil
iate owned by Banc One Corporation in 
Columbus, Ohio. 

The roots of Banc One Corporation go 
back to 1868, with the formation of 
Sessions & Company (the forerunner of 
The City National Bank & Trust Company) 
which is now Bank One, Columbus, N.A. 
Banc One Corporation is a multi-state 
bank holding company currently with 
assets of over 76 billion and banking cen
ters in eleven states, making it USA's sev
enth largest bank. 

Banc One has accomplished something 
unusual for a bank. It has combined fast 
growth with high profitability. It also relies 
on sophisticated computer systems to cre
ate financial products and control costs. It 
has always been a leader when it comes to 
technology. In 1966, it was the first bank to 
initiate and introduce a Bank Americard 
service outside of California. This marked 
the beginning of our present day credit 
card programs. In 1970, Banc One was the 
first bank to offer computerized automatic 
teller machines. In 1977, it became the 
first banking organization to handle a 
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group of broker relationships for Visa cash 
management accounts, including Merrill 
Lynch, Dean Witter and others. 

But in some ways, Banc One is old
fashioned. The same family has run the 
bank since 1935. At the helm now is John 
B. McCoy, the son of John G, and grandson 
of John H., former chairmen of the bank. 
The backdrop is heartland Ohio, whose 
farms and factories, cities and small towns 
form a microcosm of America. The saga of 
the McCoys shows what America's banking 
came from and offers hints as to where it is 
going. 

The Banc One Corporation owns over 
80 affiliates in the United States, and 
Bank One, Lima is one of those affiliates. 
Bank One, Lima was formed with the 
acquisition of the Tower Bank in Lima, 
Ohio, in April of 1983. In 1990 Bank One, 
Lima acquired the Metropolitan Bank in 
Lima, Ohio. In October of 1992, Bank One 
completed the acquisition of Diamond 
Savings & Loan Company, which was the 
name of the local office prior to the merger. 

The history of local Celina office of 
Bank One extends beyond Diamond 
Savings & Loan. Originally begun as The 
Mutual Savings & Loan Association in the 
1930's, it was founded by Carroll Stubbs, 
Harold C. Bowman, E. J. Brookhart and 
Walter Mersman. Until his retirement, 
Carroll Stubbs was the manager of the 
local operation. Subsequently, it was oper
ated by Jared Halderman, who served as 
President until 1975, at which time the 
association was sold. 

Though the Celina office has grown 
through acquisitions and mergers from a 
small independently owned savings and 
loan to a member of one of the nation's 
largest and strongest banks, it still 
adheres to the philosophy of service and 
excellence for the customers and is dedi
cated to helping the people of Mercer 
County with their financial needs. 



Brandewie Weber Insurance Agency 

Front Row: Dorothy and Lester Brandewie 
Back Row: Beth Brandewie Weber and Oneta C. 
Lyda 

Brandewie Weber Insurance Agency began 
operations in March 1955 when Les Brandewie 
became licensed by the Farm Bureau 
Insurance Company of Columbus, Ohio. Les, 
after graduating from The Ohio State 
University College of Agriculture, had spent 
three years developing the Mercer County 
Farm Bureau membership and rural youth 
programs. He, with the help of his wife, 
Dorothy, and his father-in-law, Jacob Kramer, 
operated the agency in their home at 1102 
Sunset Drive in Celina. 

In 1961, the growing agency needed to 
expand and was relocated to 315 West Logan 
Street, Celina, where it is presently located. 
Throughout the following years, Les earned 
numerous company service awards for his level 
of insurance production, including twelve 
years in the Company's (now Nationwide 
Insurance Company) prestigious Presidents 
Club. During his career, Les continued his edu
cation and achieved the CLU (Chartered Life 
Underwriter) designation in 1976. The office 
was computerized in 1980. 

Beth Brandewie Weber, daughter of Les 
and Dorothy, joined the agency in 1990 as a 
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fully-licensed agent. She is a graduate of 
Celina Senior High School, and the University 
of Dayton College of Arts and Sciences. Beth 
has completed all of the Nationwide Insurance 
schools, including Mutual Funds and 
Investment/Estate Planning. She is a partici
pating member of the West Central Ohio Life 
Underwriters Association, and she has also 
completed the LUTC (Life Underwriter 
Training Council) classes. Beth feels one of the 
things she enjoys most is sharing N ationwide's 
Prom Promise message with the high school 
students in Mercer County. Each year she 
talks with different classes about different 
aspects of insurance, safe driving, developing 
financial goals, etc. She is available to speak at 
classes, as well as community meetings, so 
don't hesitate to call her. 

Office operations are capably assisted by 
Oneta (Dicke) Lyda, a Franklin Township 
native, who is in her 208th year of employment 
at the agency. 

Les's commitments to civic responsibility 
and community improvement includes four 
years as Mercer County Commissioner. He is a 
charter member and former Trustee of the 
West Central Ohio Life Underwriters 
Association, a charter member and former 
President of the Lima, Ohio chapter of Charter 
Life Underwriters, a past Grand Knight of the 
Knights of Columbus Council #1800, and a 
Fourth Degree member of Saint Gasper del 
Buffalo assembly, Minster, Ohio. Les, an active 
member of Immaculate Conception Church, 
was elected to the first I.C. Parish Council and 
served as co-chairman of the fund-raising drive 
for the expansion of Immaculate Conception 
Elementary School. 

Les, Dot and Beth are very appreciative of 
the support given to them by the people of 
Mercer County and their pledge is to be truly 
"In Service with People." 

NATIONWIDE 
INSURANCE 
Nationwide is on your side 



nSJOr;Janning/Howey 
LJ~CJl:J Associates, Inc. 
Architects Engineers Consultants 

The firm's history of development and growth began 
years ago as a single proprietorship established by 
Ralph Fanning, PE, offering primarily, engineering 
services. In 1959 the name was changed to Ralph 

Fanning & Associates to reflect the growth of additional staff. In 1963 the name change 
to Mitchell & Fanning was to improve the firm's position as an architectural and engi
neering firm. The year 1967 brought about a name change of Fanning & Howey, reflect
ing some of the firm's present ownership, as Ronald Fanning and Clair Howey began an 
ownership transition of the firm from Ron's father. In 1970 the firm was incorporated as 
Fanning & Howey, Inc.; and in 1976 the firm's name was changed to that of its present, 
Fanning/Howey Associates, Inc., to reflect a larger base of ownership and recognition for 
others participating in the firm's development and growth. 

Ralph Fanning, Founder Ronald Fanning, President Clair Howey, Vice President 

Serving the community for over 35 years, Fanning/Howey is established as a general corporation 

which provides architectural and engineering services. Headquartered in Celina, Ohio, the firm 

expanded with offices in Michigan City, Indiana (1978); Indianapolis, Indiana (1983); Columbus, 

Ohio (1986); West Palm Beach, Florida (1988); Williamston, Michigan (1991); and Lexington, 
Kentucky (1992). 

This is a representative listing of Mercer County projects. 
FI H has completed over 500 projects in the last five years alone. 

Mercer County Joint Township Community Hospital 
Fort Recovery Local Schools Needs Assessment 

Marion Local School District Renovations 
Citizen's Commercial Bank, Summit Street 

The People's Bank Company, Coldwater 
Wright State University, Lake Campus 

Mercer County ODOT Garage 
Celina Junior High School 

Tri-Star Career Compact 
Richardson Bretz Building 

Celina Medical Center 

Traditions, formerly Empire Restaurant 
Mercer County Courthouse Renovations 

Jarid Enterprises, Lakewood Village 
Dwyer-Mercer County District Library 

Celina Fire Station 
Coldwater Fire Station 

Fanning/Howey Office 
Welch's Restaurant 

Cheryl Ann School 
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540 East Market Street 
Celina, Ohio 45822 

(419) 586-7771 



t! # , Cj~O Farm Credit Services 
~ t e1,e1eee v 

FCS was formed in April, 1989, from the merger of The Production Credit 
Association of the 4th District and Federal Land Bank of the 4th District. FCS can 
trace its roots back to the 1916 Farm Credit Act which allowed and encouraged 
Federal Land Banks to be established. Loans for as much as half the value of the 
land were made for up to 40 years. 

PCA's were formed in 1934. Originally, each PCA was a county or two in size. 
The first PCA loan in the country was made to a farmer in southern Tennessee for 
$100 to purchase seed oats, lespedeza seed, wire fencing, pay forty dollars of debt 
and other farm expenses. It was paid back on schedule. 

The merger of PCA and FLB in April, 1989 .formed a four state Association that 
provides both short· and long term financing. Total loan volume for FCS is just over 
$3.3 billion dollars. FCS is directed by a 18 member board of directors that are 
farmer members. 

The funds that FCS lends out come from the New York Bond Market, where 
investors such as pension funds and private individuals buy bonds. Farm Credit 
Funding, a corporation that exists solely to sell Farm Credit bonds, sells the bonds 
and then passes the funds raised to the 11 Farm Credit Districts across the United 
States. The Farm Credit Bank of Louisville is the intermediary between Farm 
Credit Funding and Farm Credit Services. The Farm Credit Bank of Louisville also 
lends funds to other Agriculture Cooperatives. 

FCS is a cooperative which is different from other types of business structures in 
that the people that do business with FCS also own Farm Credit. 

Basic Features that distinguish Cooperatives from other types of businesses: 
1. Ownership is held by member-users. 
2. Control is on the basis of one vote per member. 
3. Operations have an at-cost objective. 
4. Dividends on member capital are limited. 
5. Education is necessary for understanding and support. 
Alvin Franck is the Regional Vice President of Lending for the Celina Region. 

John Riethman, Joyce Heitkamp, Carl Hess and Mary Mescher make up the bal
ance of the staff at Celina. The Wapakoneta and Greenville offices are also in the 
Celina Region. 

Over $68 million in farm loans is serviced under Franck's supervision. FCS 
lends to nonfarmers that live in a rural area with the Rural Home Loan Program. 
Give John Riethman a call for a farm loan or Mary Mescher a call for a rural home 
loan. They are there to serve your financing needs. 

In Mercer County, the Celina office is located at 123 West Summit Street. 
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Lockwood Automotive Performance Shop 

Lockwood Automotive Performance & Speed 
Shop is owned and operated by Bruce Lockwood, a 
life-long Celina resident. In the fall of 1990 
Lockwood, who had been driving truck for his 
brother Terry, decided it was time to go into busi
ness for himself. His dream of owning and operat
ing a garage became a reality. 

Lockwood first opened business on South Sugar 
Street where the old South Side Body Shop was 
located. But he soon realized he needed more space. 
On November 26, 1991 Lockwood purchased and 
moved into the "old" Celina Manufacturing 
Building located at the corner of Market and 
Enterprise Streets. 

Lockwood Performance is more than just an 
ordinary garage. Although it provides full automo
tive service, Lockwood realized the need, in this 
area, to provide specialized high performance ser
vice and parts. The "Speed Shop" located in the 
front of the building is stocked with name brand, 
high, performance parts such as: Hooker, Holley, 
and Acell. 

The building Lockwood now occupies is one of 
the oldest existing structures in Celina. The land 
was first platted on January 9, 1889. 

In December of 1888, Gideon LeBlond and his 
eldest son John P. LeBlond founded Celina 
Hardware Manufacturing Company. They erected a 
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two story building on the property. The company 
manufactured locks, metal pewter plates and water 
farm pumps. Gideon LeBlond moved to this area in 
1847. Because of his honorable dealings and enter
prising spirit, he was known as one of the most 
respected business leaders of this community. 

Over the next several decades many businesses 
thrived at this location. From 1919 to 1930 the 
building was occupied by Celina Manufacturing 
Company. After moving to their new location, they 
continued to use the building as a warehouse until 
1943. The company manufactured hog fountains 
and feeders, windmills and many sheet metal prod
ucts which were mainly used for farming. 

Celina resident, Russel Hattery, former presi
dent Celina Manufacturing remembers that in 1919 
the road in front of the building was not yet paved. 
"It was all mud until the railway company came 
through and put down a cinder road," he said. 

In 1943 fire destroyed the top floor of the two 
story building. For a short time, the building was 
owned by National Mutual Insurance Company. 
Baker's Electric owned and operated by Hugo 
Baker occupied the building from 1943 to 1974. 
Baker repaired electric motors. The building was 
purchased by Jack Steele in 1974. Steele like 
Lockwood operated an automotive business on the 
premises. Over the years the north side of the 
building has been rented out to businesses such as 
the West Ohio Gas Company. 

Bruce Lockwood lives in Celina with his wife 
Melinda (Coats) and daughter Amber. He currently 
employs six people. 

Lockwood Automotive Performance Shop has 
committed itself to providing high quality automo
tive performance parts and service to the people in 
our community. Just like Gideon LeBlond, 
Lockwood has that enterprising spirit that will help 
make his business successful. Besides, how could 
he go wrong with the rich heritage of successful 
businesses behind his building? (written by Cathy 
J. Schreima) 



• 
MINOl(S. 

1800 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE 
CELINA, OHIO 45822 

In 1951 Dr. and Mrs. L. J. Minor began a business making soup bases of higher quality, 
with more kitchen uses, than any product then available to cooks and chefs. The small 
family enterprise in Cleveland, Ohio, grew rapidly as foodservice operators bought the new 
Minor's bases and endorsed the company's remarkably high quality and personalized ser
vice. 

Today, Minor's bases and prepared products are sold nationwide through hundreds of 
foodservice distributors, and we are the market leader of top quality meat, poultry and 
seafood bases. Our primary manufacturing facility is still located on the near West Side of 
Cleveland. 

Dr. and Mrs. Minor retired in 1983, and late in 1986 the Minor Corporation became a 
member of the Nestle family of food-related companies. But the principles which Dr. and 
Mrs. Minor espoused continue to guide us and be the foundation of our growth. 

Minor's, now a successful business segment of Nestle Brands Foodservice, acquired our 
facility in Ceina in the summer of 1987. The plant, which manufactured products for 
Empire Foods Family Restaurants, now processes frozen soups and gravies for the foodser
vice industry. Since the acquisition there have been several additions to our Celina facility, 
and we look forward to continued growth and expansion. 

As a company, we are committed to strong family values and recognize that our busi
ness success depends on the talent, commitment and enthusiasm of our people. We believe 
in maintaining a workplace that is healthy, clean and safe for us and and for the communi
ties in which we work. And we support our local communities and encourage good citizen
ship among all our employees. 

In addition to our base manufacturing facility in Cleveland, we have a recently expand
ed Distribution Center in Brecksville and our corporate headquarters is located in Solon. 

The L. J. Minor Corporation 

30003 Bainbridge Road Solon, Ohio 44139 
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Myers & Myers 
(1909-1993) 

Myers & Myers, Attorneys at Law, has David 
M. Myers and his son Daniel Myers in the law firm. 
Their office is located at 90 N. Ash Street in Celina 
and is the oldest existing law firm in Mercer 
County under the same name. 

Their law practice includes almost all phases of 
the practice of law. The law firm began in 1909 
when B. A. Myers graduated from the University of 
Michigan and began his law practice in Celina. He 
was later joined by his brother, 0. J. Myers. 
Thereafter, all three of B. A. Myers' sons joined the 

firm: James W. in 1939; David M. in 1948; and Don 
L. in 1950. Daniel joined the firm in 1976 and 
besides being admitted to practice law in Ohio; he 
is admitted to practice law in Florida and 
Pennsylvania. 

As such, the Myers name has been synonymous 
with practicing law in Mercer County for almost 85 
years. Both David M. and Daniel strive to continue 
the professionalism that began with their 
father/grandfather. 

The Myers Family 

In the mid 1830's John Myers 
settled in Ohio, having come from 
the Dutch country of southeast
ern Pennsylvania and receiving a 
U.S. patent title to Mercer 
County real estate in Gibson 
Township, Sections 23 and 24 in 
1837. 

One of his sons, Jacob, and 
Burl A. Myers his wife, Rachel Brown, were the 

progenitors of the "Myers" family 
herein being historically developed. 

One of their sons, John W., was born in 184 7 
and married Christina B. Rantz in 1878, which 
marriage developed James Earl, Mayme Eleanor, 
Burl Abraham and Orel Jacob. "O.J.", as he was 
known, became an attorney in 1912, practiced law 
in Mercer County, and after serving in WWI prac
ticed law as prosecutor in Darke County, Florida, 
and Dayton. He was married to Inez Zay and died 
in 1967. They were the parents of one daughter, 
Jeanette. Mayme never married and died in 1965. 
James Earl died by accident at 17. 

Burl Abraham, or as he was better known, 
"B.A." graduated from the University of Michigan 
in 1909 and became an attorney the same year, set
ting up practice in Celina. In 1912 he was elected 
prosecuting attorney for Mercer County and contin
ued through a second term. He was married to 
Catherine "Carrie" Dumbauld in 1912 and three 
sons were born. B.A. continued the practice of law 
until his death while on a fishing trip in 1947. 
Carrie died in 1971. 

James Woodrow graduated from Notre Dame 
Law School in 1938, began the practice of law in 
1939 and continued the practice until January 1, 
1976, when he became Judge of the Celina 
Municipal Court. He had; during the interim peri-
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od, been city solicitor for the City of Celina from 
January 1, 1962, through December 31, 1975. He 
married Charlotte Mae Schroyer in 1938 and two 
sons were born. James W., Jr., who is married to 
Charlotte Marie Shaffer. They have two children, 
James W., III, "Chipper" and Victoria Leigh. John 
is not married. James passed away 12-10-79. 

David Marion graduated from Ohio Northern 
University in March of 1948 and joined his brother, 
James, in the practice of law in the firm originated 
by his father, B.A. and his uncle, O.J. He married 
Ruth Henderson and five children were born. 

Patricia Ellen, who is married to Nicholas 
Kobe; they have two children, Nicholas and 
Christopher Patrick. David Leo is currently Vice 
President of Operations with Privatization of 
Prisons, Nashville, TN; he is married to Cynthia 
Robbins and they have four children: Sean David, 
Adam Troy, Benjamin Michael, and Daniel. Kerry 
Michael graduated from the University of 
Tennessee; he has two children; Kerry II and Jodi 
Elizabeth. Daniel graduated from Ohio Northern 
University College of Law and is married to Jill 
Snyder. 

Don Lincoln graduated from Marquette 
University, BNS, in 1946 and from The Ohio State 
University College of Law in 1949, and began the 
practice of law in 1950 in Celina, Ohio, joining his 
brothers in the firm of Myers & Myers. He married 
Jeanette Davis and two children were born. 
Douglas Lincoln graduated from Capital 
University, Columbus, Ohio and received his CPA 
in 1977. He is married to Debra Vanderhorst and 
has three children; Toby Elizabeth, Lindsay Renee, 
and Ashley. Bradley Allen was graduated from 
Ohio State University in 1977, and the Ohio State 
University College of Law. Don passed away 10-5-
85. 



Myers Pro Hardware 
210 West Market St. Grand Lake St. Marys 

Celina, OH. 45822 
Phone: USA 419-586-3610 

International Fax: 419-586-6196 

Owner: Edward R. Miller 
Employees: 
(1) Mr. Richard S. Barr (Store Manager & Buyer) 
(2) Mrs. Kelly Johnsman (Assistant Store Manager 

& Buyer) 
(3) Mrs. Misty Kuck (Sales) 
(4) Mr. Cory Heitkamp (Sales) 
(5) Mr. Dennis Mallory (Sales & Rental) 

Products and Services: 
Myers Pro Hardware offers products in various cate

gories (17) ranging from rental products, welding, power 
tools, plumbing, cleaning, and lawn and garden needs. 
We also offer a very complete gift department with the 
largest "Precious Moments Collection" in the county. 

History: 
The hardware company was formed in 1922 by the 

Heckler Family. Business was conducted in the building 
now occupied by the Bell & Horn Company until approxi
mately 1951 when the existing store was completed. The 
new building was used by electricians assigned the task 
of electrifying rural Mercer County. The company using 
the new structure at this time was called Heckler 
Electric. During this time the entire hardware store was 
eventually moved to the present location. 

The building is unique in its construction and for a 
long time had one of the lowest fire insurance ratings in 
the state. The structure, over the years, has sustained 
two fires with no structural damage. The building is elec
trically heated and utility costs, for a building of this 
size, are lower than most all other buildings in the coun
ty to this day. The structure has a full basement with a 
concrete composite street level floor that is 12 inches 
thick. The roof is of the same design and further floors 
were intended. The stairwell, to the basement, was 
designed to accommodate the installation of an escalator 
system. Cost prohibited this innovation. In the early 
1950's the present structure was designated as a nuclear 
bomb shelter and was one of two so designated in the 
county at the time. 

The building is of flat roof design and has never had 
a serious leak in the roof design. To say the least, the 
building was well designed and constructed. 
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Owen Hall Realty Group 

Hundreds of Mercer, Auglaize, Darke, Van 
Wert, and Allen Countians know Owen V Hall 
and his associates as the Realtors who got 
them started on the road to business, farm or 
home ownership. Thousands of sales goers see 
him and his associates as lightening-paced and 
compelling auctioneers. Others know Owen V 
Hall as a man interested in community affairs 
and community growth and who gives gener
ously of his time helping his professions on the 
local, state, national and international levels. 

Owen V Hall became an auctioneer at 18, a 
real estate salesman at 19, and he established 
Owen Hall and Associates, Inc., a real estate 
brokerage company, in 1947. In 1953, Hall and 
his father, along with Don Montgomery, found
ed the Western Ohio Livestock Exchange. The 
same year Hall, and then county extension 
agent Al Baxter, established the Mercer 
County Junior Fair ... one of the highlights of 
the annual county fair. In 1954, in conjunction 
with his real estate company, he became sales 
manager for Kessler Builders and maintains 
that position. At the same time, he served as 
president of the Ohio Auctioneer's association 
of which he remains a board member and as a 
director and life member of the National 
Association of Auctioneers. He was appointed 
by two Ohio Governors as one of the three man 
Ohio Auctioneers Commission of the 
Department of Commerce. Hall was selected as 
Ohio Realtor of the Year in 1971. 

In 1975, as president of the Farm and Land 
Institute of the National Association of 
Realtors, Hall attended the International Real 
Estate Federation convention in Europe which 
is made up of representatives from all free 
countries. During 1976 Hall served on the 
executive boards of four real estate organiza
tions: The Auglaize-Mercer County Board of 
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Realtors, The Ohio Association of Realtors, 
The Farm and Land Institute of the National 
Association of Realtors (all of which he had 
served as president) and the National 
Association of Realtors, of which he is current
ly regional vice-president for Ohio and 
Michigan. In 1992, George Voinovich appoint
ed Owen Hall as a Commissioner on the Ohio 
Real Estate Commission. 

During Hall's service to his professions he· 
has managed to be active in the Neptune, Ohio 
Church of God, be a long time member and 
past president of the Celina Lions Club and 
serve as a director on the Citizens Commercial 
Bank and Trust Company Board. 

Over the years, Hall has acquired a num
ber of pronounced ideas about the real estate 
brokerage business which are put into effect at 
the well designed offices at 109 E. Forest 
Street, Celina. In 1991, the firm incorporated 
to the name change and all offices are Owen 
Hall Realty Group with offices also at 129 East 
Spring Street, Saint Marys; 202 West Auglaize 
Street, Wapakoneta, and 500 Folkerth Street, 
Sidney. Hall maintains an interest in each of 
these _affiliated offices and works with the 
sales counselors and staffs of 45 people. 
Fifteen are brokers and Hall insists that each 
be a well trained and fully qualified sales per
son. Nine have Graduate Realtors Institute 
(GRI) accreditation after completion of 180 
classroom hours. The real estate brokerage 
business is changing so rapidly that each per
son is required to spend a minimum of one 
month's time each year in meetings, seminars 
or classes to upgrade their abilities. 

The entire Hall family is real estate orient
ed. Mrs. Madonna Hall and sons, Jon and 
Jerold are all brokers with GRI designations 
and all work within the corporate structure. 
Daughter Janette is with International 
Communication Association as the planner, in 
ballas, Texas. 

Reflecting on the developments in real 
estate in the past 45 years, Hall termed the 
appreciation as "unbelievable." "It's wonderful 
that so many young Americans have been able 
to enjoy home ownership. Although some buy
ers have objected to increased interest rates, 
actually interest rates have not increased as 
rapidly as most other commodities over the 
years; loans are available. Throughout the 
entire 45 year period, home ownership has 
been a very, very good buy," Hall commented. 



Celina Wine Store 

The Celina Wine Store Inc. opened as The 
Celina Wine & Beverage Store on May 26, 1946 at 
132 W. Fayette St., by John and Charles 
Hierholzer. 

On opening day, the only beer the store had to 
offer customers was five cases of London Bobby Ale. 
Customers were limited to four bottles of beer, and 
there was a sign posted, "No Bottles, No Beer" 
because of the post-war glass shortage. After the 
first ale was sold, John and Charles couldn't get 
any more beer for about six weeks, but stayed in 
business because they could buy a couple of cases of 
Coca-Cola a week, all the Dr. Pepper they could 
use, and just about all the wine they wanted. 

After about six months the bottle shortage was 
over. In those days, Wooden Shoe Beer sold for 10 
cents a bottle, gasoline was 18 cents a gallon, and 
the Celina Wine & Beverage Store delivered beer 
and pop to customers' homes. 

In March of 1953, the Celina Wine & Beverage 
Store introduced pizza to this area, and eventually 
it became a big success. Pizza business helped to 
provide employment for John's and Charles' chil
dren. Eventually John bought Charles' half of the 
business, and in 1972 Charles retired because of 
poor health. 

In the spring of 1972, the Celina Wine -
Beverage Store, now known locally as the Celina 
Wine Store, built a drive-through carry-out at 716 
W. Logan Street, and moved the business to that 
location. Celina Wine used an already tried and 
successful idea of people actually driving their cars 
through a building to purchase beer, pop, wine and 
snacks, without getting out of their cars. Celina 
Wine carried the idea one step further and added 
sandwiches, French fries, and eventually tacos to 
go along with their pizza menu. Customers could 
phone in an order, and then drive through and pick 
it up. Business was successful enough that in 1979 
another drive-thru lane was added to provide faster 
service. 
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Pullman Bay Restaurant 

Pete, Joyce, Gabe, and Danny Hierholzer 1992. 

On July 24, 1984, the family owned Celina 
Wine Store and its President, Pete Hierholzer, 
opened Pullman Bay Restaurant at 11 7 Lakeshore 
Drive in Celina. The location is perfect for a restau
rant because of its beautiful view of Grand Lake. 
The owners strive to keep the atmosphere casual 
and relaxing and the staff prompt and friendly. 

Pullman Bay restaurant is well known 
throughout the area for their large variety of home
made food and desserts. All of the soups and pies 
are made from scratch daily and the Hierholzer 
Family believes that everything needs to be made 
from the best ingredients availi;tble. 

The restaurant opens at 6:00 A.M. daily. Since 
1986, Pullman Bay has offered full menu lunch and 
dinner delivery service to homes and businesses in 
Celina. 

John retired in 1977 and left the business to be 
managed by his sons, Mark and Pete. Mark left the 
business in 1979 and Pete Hierholzer has been the 
President and General Manager since then. 



Standard Printing Company 

The Standard Printing Company, Inc. at 123 
East Market, is owned by the Snyder family. The 
Company publishes one of the few remaining 
independent newspapers in the United States 
and is possibly the oldest continuously-owned 
family newspaper in the country. 

Some confusion exists as to the early owner
ship of the Western Standard, the predecessor of 
the present Daily Standard. According to the S. 
S. Scranton Mercer County history of 1907, the 
paper was established August 4, 1848 by J. S. 
Miller, printer, and L. C. Smith, publisher. In 
1850, however, the paper was sold by Hunter, 
publisher, and Barrington, printer, when 
Barrington went on the California gold rush via 
a walk across the Panama Isthmus. Hunter and 
Barrington sold to W. L. Blocker and S. S. 
Snyder, both of Bellefontaine. No account is 
available of the 1848 through 1850 ownership 
other than that two sets of partners are men
tioned in different old histories. 

Snyder's younger brother, A. P. J. Snyder, 
came to Celina March 17, 1851 on a horse and 
worked as a compositor until 1854 when he 
bought out Blocker's interest since Blocker then 
was ajudge. 

In 1865 the building currently housing 
Cozadd's, 110 South Main, was constructed, the 
second floor having been built to hold the print
ing plant which received waterborne freight from 
canal boats via a creek at the rear of the build
ing. While in this location A. P. J. Snyder's only 
living son, Frank A., was apprenticed there in 
1883 on a Washington hand press. Eventually 
the paper moved across the street and was locat
ed above the Commercial Bank, 115 S. Main, 
when the fire of 1894 destroyed the west half of 
the business section. The Standard built its own 
building at its present location following the fire. 

F. A. Snyder took over management of the 
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paper and in 1904 heard in a barber shop that 
the "Democrat" (a paper largely controlled by the 
Democratic party organization) was opening a 
daily paper but had lost its shipment of paper in 
a rail car. 

On two days notice, Frank A. Snyder began 
the Daily Standard as an in-town experiment 
with no typesetting facilities other than hand-set 
type. To Snyder's surprise some farmers bought 
the daily newspaper, and in 1909 Snyder bought 
the first Linotype for the paper. The weekly 
paper was discontinued in the mid 1930's. 

A. P. J. Snyder's eldest daughter, Lizzie 
(McKim), was born in 1860. As early as grade 
school she started writing for the paper and did 
much of its editorial management until her 
death in the mid 1920's. Her two younger sisters, 
Cora and Carrie who were twins, set type and 
helped with business management as young 
girls. All three of the women devoted their entire 
lives to the paper, and none had children that 
lived. 

During the 1920 period of Ku Klux Klan 
activity, the Standard's publisher and his family 
were threatened with death because they 
opposed the Klan. 

Eventually the Standard re-acquired the half 
block on Market, from Ash Street west to the 
alley, which A. P. J. Snyder had bought in 1855. 

Following the death of F. A. Snyder in 1944, 
management of the paper was taken over by his 
two children Joy A. and Parker R. Snyder. Miss 
Snyder, who handled most of the personal news 
for many years, died in 1970. Parker Snyder cur
rently manages the paper. Three of his children, 
Frank Snyder, Lillian Risch, and Jake Snyder 
work at the plant. 

The Standard is the oldest business in 
Mercer County and one of the oldest family
owned newspapers in the United States. 



Vic Steinke Builders 

Vic Steinke 

The origin of Steinke Builders actually 
started back in 1949 while I was working 
as an apprentice cabinet builder for Martz 
Cabinet Shop. After three years of cabinet 
building, my experience was broadened by 
building houses for eight years for 
Lawrence Fifer, a local contractor. During 
these eight years of house construction, the 
evenings were spent building cabinets and 
doing small remodeling jobs for friends and 
relatives. After Mr. Fifer retired in 1960, I 
decided to go into business for myself. 

We maintain a work force of twelve 
men the year around and specialize in cab
inets, custom building and everything con
nected to the building trade; such as: 
plumbing, heating, electrical, painting, etc. 
At the present our regular customers num
ber nearly 600. 

Some of the quality homes which we 
have constructed are the Dick & Son 
Funeral Home at 218 West Market St.; 
Roy Weber Residence, 117 N. Brandon; 
Lowell Gagle Resident, 701 Meadowview; 
Olen Amstutz Residence, 214 Magnolia 
St.; Kenneth Arps Residence, 309 Mooring 
Line Drive; Ben Brunswick Residence, 
67 40 Nancy Avenue, Celina. 

Office. Vic Steinke Builders, Celina 

Weber Home 

Dick & Sons Funeral Home 
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October 6, 1992 Aerial view. 
l" = 800' 

Purchased in 1988 by Stoneco, Inc., the 
Karch Road Quarry has a long history of min
ing activity. In existence prior to the turn of 
the century, the quarry was acquired in 1903 
by John W. Karch. For the next 85 years the 
quarry was owned and operated by the Karch 
family. 

Stoneco, Inc. is a wholly-owned susidiary of 
the S.E. Johnson Companies, Inc. of Maumee, 
Ohio. Founded in 1929 as a road construction 
company, the S.E. Johnson Companies have 
diversified into construction material supply. 
This involves the manufacturing of limestone 
aggregate, sand, gravel, ready-mix concrete 

Stoneco, Inc. 
Karch Road Quarry 

and asphalt. Currently the company has oper
ations in Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan and is 
among the 7 5 largest limestone aggregate pro
ducers in the United States. 

Since acquiring the Karch Road Quarry, 
Stoneco has committed itself to an on-going 
capital improvement program that incorpo
rates the latest technology into the mining 
process. 

Stoneco seeks to continue the proud her
itage of the Karch family through production 
of quality products, excellent customer service, 
and involvement in community activities. 

Quarry 1950's 
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U.S. Post Office 

The United States Post Office in Celina, Ohio is 
located at the northwest corner of Main and 
Livingston, at 201 North Main. Since October 22, 
1988, Ronald Simon has served as Postmaster. 
Jerry Ley is Manager of Customer Service. The 
Post Office also employs eleven City Carriers, six 
Clerks, twelve Rural Carriers, and one mainte
nance person. 

Currently, the Celina office has six rural routes 
and eight city routes. There are presently 7531 res
idential deliveries and 559 business deliveries. This 
office delivers approximately 10,000,000 pieces of 
mail annually. The annual revenue is approximate
ly $1.8 million. 

The first Postmaster of Celina, Ohio was Robert 
Linzee II, appointed February 29, 1840. Since then, 
there have been 29 additional Postmasters to the 
current date in 1993. The present Post Office was 
built in 1934, during Celina's Centennial 
Anniversary (1834 - 1934). Prior to 1934, the Post 
Office was located at 11 7 South Main, which was 
the building which stood between the old Citizens 
Bank and the Commercial Bank. November 16, 
1908, at this old Post Office, local home delivery 
service in the city began. There is a note in the 
1882 Mercer County History book, that the Post 
Office was located across from the St. Charles 
Hotel, at Warren and Main Streets; the St. Charles 
Hotel was located on the southwest corner of 
Warren and Main, in 1876 and before. A note states 
the Post Office was at this corner during P. Guffy's 
term as Postmaster, which was during 1871. The 
Post Office influenced the naming of Celina; when 
James Watson Riley, one of the original founders of 
Celina in 1834, went to New York to have a map of 
the town lithographed, he stopped at Salina, 
Onondaga County, New York, and was impressed 
by the similarity of location of that town being at 
the head of a lake, and our county seat. Riley 
changed the spelling from Salina to Celina, to avoid 
confusion of post offices, when he chose the name of 
our county seat. Also, Jame Watson Riley served as 
Celina Postmaster from April 25, 1851 until June 
16, 1853. 
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Postmasters 
Celina Post Office 

Mercer County, Ohio 
Name Date Appointed 
Robert Linzee 2nd 
John J. Beach 
Samuel Ruckman 
Benjamin Linzee 
Levi Dibble 
Charles P. Ripley 
James W. Riley 
Byron B. Allen 
Jacob Broadwell 
Andrew J. Linzee 
William Dickman 
Jacob Hight 
Charles W. McKee 
Nelson P. Guffy 
William Dickman 
James E. Blizzard 
John W. Dickman 
Willie E. Touvelle 
Jacob Krensch 
John W. McKee 
Charles A. Wickoff 
Charles A. McKim 
J.M. McKee 
Lawrence Schunck 
Charles H. Murlin 
Charles Creeden 
James Ralph Murlin 
Grant J. Cook 
Paul E. Gross 
Ronald L. Simon 

Celina Post Office, 117 South Main. 

02/29/1840 
11/03/1841 
05/08/1843 
11/11/1845 
03/31/1846 
08/01/1849 
04/25/1851 
06/16/1853 
06/16/1854 
06/19/1860 
06/08/1861 
07/31/1866 
03/13/1869 
01/23/1871 
03/04/1872 
03/10/1881 
04/11/1881 
05/27/1885 
06/14/1888 
08/02/1889 
01/09/1894 
05/24/1898 
07/30/1912 
08/03/1916 
02/09/1922 
01/17/1935 
08/02/1955 
04/04/1968 
07/18/1987 
10/22/1988 

Charles Murlin was Postmaster 1922 to 1935. 
On the photograph, left to right: Ray Collins, Charles 
Murlin Postmaster, Francis Mowery, and Ken 
Headington. 



Ambassador Travel Agency has two 
locations to serve you: 207 South Main 
Street, Celina, Ohio 45822; and 1637 
Celina Road, Saint Marys, Ohio 45885. 
Pamela Buschur is the owner. The employ
ees are Kate Fullenkamp, Tracy Mescher, 
Candi Reasnor, Dorothy Maxon, and Susan 
Leffel. 

Ambassador Travel Agency is a full ser
vice travel agency. They can make all of 
your personal or business travel arrange
ments. They sell airline tickets, train tick
ets, cruises, tours, and make car and hotel 
reservations. There is no service charge to 
their valued customer. 
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Braun's Garage, Inc. 

Braun's Garage Inc. opened for busi
ness in February of 1987 in the former F & 
W Sales & Service building at 314 South 
Main Street, Celina. 

The owner/operator Bill Braun moved 
his operation to Celina after operating a 
garage in Coldwater. 

Braun's Garage offers complete engine 
and transmission service while specializ
ing in driveability problems. Braun's 
Garage has earned the AAA stamp of 
approval for service. 



Since 1914 CELINA GROUP 
has protected Mercer County Farmers 

CELINA GROUP is committed to serving the farm community. Our Farm Security 
package is second to none when it comes to protecting your farming operations. 

You get complete protection for: 

• Farm Buildings • Vehicles 
• Machinery • Home and Personal Property 
• Liability • Livestock 

"Let us tailor the plan to fit your specific needs-all in one package." 

Call 800 552-5181, extension 8976 for more information. 

CELINA GROUP-serving the farming community since 1914. 
We want to do more than just satisfy you. 
We want to please you. 

Celln°J 
Group 

The Celina Music Store 
The Celina Music Store first opened for business 

in April 1949. The business was the result of a part
nership formed by Norbert Bany, operator of the Bany 
Music Store at 130 West Fayette Street, and Paul 
Miller. The Bany Music Store was established in 1947. 

The first store room at 130 West Fayette Street 
was a 25 x 40 area. In July 1950 Paul Miller bought 
out his partner and moved the business to a 18 x 100 
foot room at 128 West Fayette Street. 

Elmer Schweizer, who had formerly been Band 
Director at Arcanum High School for two years, and 
Celina Senior High School for five years was employed 
at the store in June 1953. In January 1954, Mr. 
Schweizer bought the store from Mr. Miller and con
tinued the business as the Celina Music Store. 

In September 1960 the sales area of the store was 
expanded to 40 x 100 feet when the entire Kinnison 
Building at 126-128 West Fayette Street was remod
eled into a single store room. 

The second generation entered the firm in June 
1977 when Dean Schweizer, a music education gradu
ate of Miami University, became store manager. 

The Celina Music Store offers a complete selection 
of band and orchestra instruments, pianos, organs, 
sheet music, and stereophonic equipment. A staff of 
six teachers are available for instruction on all musi
cal instruments. 

In 1983, full control was passed to Dean. 
Frederick C Loyer joined the firm in 1987. His duties 
include calling on area band directors to service their 
needs and to help with the instrument repair depart
ment. Mr. Loyer, a retired music teacher with 30 
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years experience, has enhanced the education ideology 
of the Celina Music Store. 

. Blanche Pulskamp retired at the close of 1989, 
taking with her an irreplaceable amount of experience 
and knowledge. Her presence can still be seen and 
missed on a daily basis. 

The most recent addition to the staff is Tim A 
Richards. Having worked part time learning the piano 
tuning and repair trade, Tim started full time employ
ment at the beginning of 1992. His attention has revi
talized the piano department as well as the entire 
store appearance and added a feature long missing 
from the store assets. 

As we move toward the close of the 20th century, 
the Celina Music Store and its employees will contin
ue its task of providing for the musical needs of area 
residents. 



A Tradition of Service 

Your friends at the bank. 

CELINA 
Main Office 

225 N. Main Street 
586-5121 

Summit Street Office 
115 W. Summit Street 

586-6401 

Fayette Street Office 
124 E. Fayette Street 

586-5624 

FORT RECOVERY 
Fort Recovery Office 
220 N. Wayne Street 

375-4125 

CHICKASAW 
Chickasaw Office 

State Route 274 
925-4514 
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Celina Area Visiting Nurses is a pri
vate, non-profit, self-supporting Home 
Health Agency. As Celina Home Care, the 
organization was established as a branch 
office of Van Wert VNA in October of 1988 
in response to requests by an area physi
cian and various indivduals seeking 
expanded Home Health Services. Begun as 
a small, mainly Private Duty Registry 
Service, Celina Area VNA is a growing 
high tech and full service, 
Medicare/Medicaid certified agency. In 
addition to skilled nursing, physical thera
py, occupational therapy and speech thera-
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Member F.D.l.C. 

Celina Area 
Visiting Nurses 

py, home health aides, and medical social 
worker service, Celina Area VNA also has 
a certified HOSPICE program providing 
care to the terminally ill who want to die 
at home. Private Duty of Visiting Nurses 
offers .Homemakers, Home Health Aides 
and Companion service on an hourly basis. 
This registry program also participates as 
a provider in Care Coordination, Passport, 
Aids Waiver and Waiver IV programs. 

Celina area Visiting Nurses office is 
located at 218 C South Main Street, 
Celina. Their phone is 419-586-1999. 



Cole Motel 

Robert Cole, Celina and Hazel Kettring, 
Montezuma, Ohio were married May 17, 
1941 and began their married life in Lima, 
Ohio. Bob worked at the Ohio Steel 
Foundry and Hazel at Westinghouse 
Electric. 

In Jan. 1946 they purchased the Pete 
Fischer Grocery at 629 East Livingston St. 
in Celina. At that time, they were especial
ly busy if they did $50.00 worth of business 
a day! In 1948 they built and ran the first 
Drive In restaurant in Celina which was 
located at 565 E. Market St. The grocery 
business did grow and in 1957 they built 
the new Coles LG.A. Market adjacent to 
the Drive In. A motel had been built to the 
rear of the lot and also a mobile home 
court. 

In 1992, they were still in the motel 
and trailer court business, but had retired 
from the Drive In and Grocery business. 

232 

Doll Printing Division 

Doll - Printing Division began opera
tions on July 1, 1977 in Celina, Ohio. 
Robert and Phyllis Doll purchased the 
printing portion of the business from Bock 
Office Supplies which was owned by 
Charles Dues and Don Eyink. At that time 
the business was relocated from 118 West 
Fayette Street to 124 West Fayette Street. 
In November 1982 a larger building at 130 
West Fayette Street was purchased and 
the printing plant was moved. In June of 
1991, having built a bigger building in 
Celina's Industrial Park, the business was 
moved to 1901 Havemann Road. 

The history of this printing shop has it 
that in 1915 the Ott Building was complet
ed and that the Mercer County Observer 
Newspaper was housed in the eastern por
tion of it. The newspaper ceased operations 
in 1925 and The Gilbert Printing Company 
was then started. Two years later, in 1927, 
the printing plant was sold to George Lutz 
and Ralph Bock and went under the name 
of Lutz and Bock Printing. After a few 
years Ralph Bock bought out his partner's 
share and Bock Printing was now the new 
name. George and Bessie Kinder bought 
Bock Printing at some point in time and 
and ran it for a number of years until it 
was sold to Charles Dues in 1970. In 1977 
Robert and Phyllis Doll purchased the 
shop and renamed it Doll-Printing 
Division. 



Comfort Inn 

Right across the road from Grand Lake 
Saint Marys stands the Comfort Inn, 1421 
State Route 703 East, Celina. This new 
Inn opened June 8, 1990. The Inn has forty 
rooms, with King size and Queen size beds, 
and water beds. They provide a jacuzzi and 
complimentary continental breakfast for 
their guests' convenience. They also will 
make reservations with any choice motel, 
for their guests. One photograph shows the 
Comfort Inn with its lake facing rooms. 
The other photograph gives a view of one 
of their beautiful rooms. The person to see, 
at Comfort Inn, is N. B. Patel. 
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W.H. Dick & Sons 
Funeral Home 
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The Celina operation of W.H. Dick & 
Sons Funeral Home was established on 
Market Street in Celina, Ohio in 1937, 
while also maintaining the original loca
tion in Mendon, Ohio. In the mid forties, 
the trend of viewing in the family home 
shifted to viewing in the funeral home, 
with the services also usually there or in 
the church. By now, Mr. Dick's two sons 
were associated with him in business; 
Charles and Hubert, both graduates of the 
Cleveland College of Mortuary Science. 

In 1968, a spacious, all new, modern 
facility, encompassing nearly eleven-thou
sand square feet, was built at 218 West 
Market Street, Celina. 

Thus, a business which had been estab
lished 80 years earlier in a small rural 
community was now serving a larger area 
in the tradition of solemn ritual and dedi
cation to service that has always been its 
goal. 



Gospel Gift & Book Shop 

Gospel Gift & Book Shop had its begin
ning about 45 years ago just west of Celina 
on Route 29. In 1948, the store was moved 
to 817 West Logan, into the front of the 
home of the founders of the store, Rufus 
and Clara Kneuss. In the fall of 1971 a 
new building was erected next door, made 
especially to be the new home of Gospel 
Gift & Book Shop. It was during this time 
the present owners Anthony and Louise 
Kneuss became partners and later owners 
as Mom and Dad retired. As the years 
went by, the store became more and more 
crowded with new merchandise. In 1990 
the space at 108 South Main, Celina, 
became available, and the store made 
another move. 

Today, we are here, uptown, to serve 
the community. We have gifts for all occa
sions, Bibles, books, C.D.'s and cassettes, 
Precious Moments Figurines and accessory 
pieces. We also have items for Baptisms, 
First Communion, Birthdays, Christmas, 
along with greeting cards for these and 
other special days. 

We thank you for the opportunity to 
meet you and help you with your needs. 

Anthony & Louise Kneuss 

Gospel Gift & Book Shop 
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Hays Insurance Agencies 

INSURANCE 
123 S. Main 119 E. Wayne 
ADA, OH CELINA, DH 
419-634-5626 419-516-7551 

<~ ~ 
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See independent agent 

BRUCE HAYS 
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The Hays Insurance Agencies were 
established in 1982 as full line indepen
dent insurance agencies, with offices locat
ed in both Celina and Ada, Ohio. The own
ers are Bruce E. Hays, who is located in 
Celina, and Bradley D. Hays, who is in the 
Ada office. Both agents have a broad farm
ing background, which give them knowl
edge in the farming exposures and values. 

Besides Farm Insurance, they have 
specialized in Home, Business, Auto, Life, 
and Health Insurance. The support staffs 
are also licensed agents and able to handle 
all of your insurance questions. 

Service is the primary duty for our cus
tomers. This has worked over the years as 
is shown by our growth. We have built the 
business one policy at a time, and will con
tinue to provide quality insurance which is 
reasonably priced. Let us analyze your 
insurance needs and recommend solutions. 



Ovisco Sportswear 

New Business Location 

OVISCO CORPORATION started as Sports 
Unlimited in March 1978 at 601 Harbor Point Dr., 
Celina, in a 10 x 20 foot den. In April 1979 they 
moved to 217 S. Cherry with the Music Store. They 
then moved uptown Main Street, until 1981, and 
then moved back to 217 S. Cherry, to 6400 square 
feet at the former Pulskamp Funeral Home. In 
November 1989 they moved to 800 Grand Lake 
Road to 8800 square feet. 

OVISCO CORPORATION is a screenprint and 
embroidery company specializing in multicolor 
work. They also feature applique shirts and custom 
embroidery designs on sportswear according to the 
customer's order. Team uniforms are also a feature; 
including baseball, softball, soccer, basketball, etc. 
Golf sportswear is also available. They have a nau
tical print for Grand Lake Visitors. They feature 
area school apparel. Company or school logos are 
printed or embroidered on jackets, shirts, sweaters, 
sweatshirts, sweatpants, etc. They also make any 
size banner, with a custom design. 

Kevin "Snuffy'' Smith is President of OVISCO 
CORPORATION. Carol Smith is Secretary 
Treasurer. OVISCO CORPORATION is located at 
800 Grand Lake Road, Celina, Ohio. 

Old Business Location 
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WhatlsJTPA 
In 1982, the Federal Government created 

JTPA, the Job Training Partnership Act, a program 
to train and place unemployed persons into produc
tive jobs. The program responds to the fact that 
many jobless Americans are unemployed not 
because they do not want to work, but because they 
lack the skills to find and keep jobs. 

Since JTPA's creation, government has joined 
in equal partnership with business to provide train
ing to the unemployed which is responsive to pri
vate business needs. 

JTPA matches the resources of federal funding 
with potential private sector employment entry 
level workers. JTPA is a flexible and decentralized 
system of job training programs. Because JTPA is 
administered locally, it makes it possible to design 
and implement programs which suit local needs. 

JTPA places authority for the administration of 
its programs equally with local elected officials 
LEO and the area private industry council PIC. 
PIC's are comprised primarily of business leaders, 
educational agencies, organized labor, economic 
development agencies, community based agencies 
and others. The PIC provides policy guidance and 
procedures for the development of the local pro
grams and budgets to assure placement of JTPA 
trainees in private employment. 

Working with JTPA is like having an additional 
company personnel office that is not on the compa
ny payroll. JTPA staff pre-screen every worker for 
suitability to a job or training opening, matching 
the worker's skills and interests to the positions 
available. JTPA provides companies with several 
candidates to the positions available. JTPA pro
vides companies with several candidates from 
which to choose, allowing the employer adequate 
selection for hiring decisions. 

JTPA workers and trainees are generally 
unemployed and are members of households whose 
earnings fall below an income level set by the 
Federal Government. 

Neither business nor government alone can 
solve the problems of the chronically unemployed. 
The solution requires an effective partnership 
between business and government. JTPA enables 
such a partnership to exist. 

The Job Training Statement of Purpose: To 
establish programs to prepare youth and unskilled 
adults for entry into the labor force and to afford 
job training to those economically disadvantage. 

Job Training Partnership Act is located at 
441 ½ East Market, Celina for Mercer County 
Commissioners in a cooperative effort with Allen, 
Auglaize and Hardin Commissioners, to oversee 
JTPA Grant Service Delivery Area No. 2. 



OHIO FARM BUREAU 

MERCER COUNTY FARM BUREAU, INC. 

715 W. Logan Street• Cellna, Ohio 45822 
Telephone: (419) 586-3033 

In 1917, Congress passed a bill provid
ing money to pay part of the cost of an 
agricultural agent for every county, provid
ed an organization was formed to sponsor 
an agent and share the cost of employing 
him. 

These county groups were called Farm 
Bureaus. In February, 1919, Mercer 
County farmers met at the Celina City 
Hall for the purpose of organizing the 
Mercer County Farm Bureau. 

The Mercer County Farm Bureau has 
existed continuously since that day, 
remaining very active in many local and 
state projects. The CAUV tax system for 
rural landowners and the 1992 election 
defeat of State Issue 5 are considered two 
of our most important accomplishments 
during the past twenty years. 

Present Mercer County Farm Bureau 
membership is 1250 members. We have 
always and will continue to work at solv
ing the farmer's needs and problems. Our 
members provide the leadership necessary 
to carry out the goal of the Farm Bureau -
"To improve farm income and the standard 
of living in rural America." 
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Mercer Landmark, Inc. 
Mercer Landmark Inc., started busi

ness on January 14, 1934, after purchasing 
the Staeger Feed Mill located on the corner 
of East Logan and Ash Streets. Later on 
this plant was sold to Henry Amstutz, and 
the Palmer and Miller Elevator on West 
Logan Street was purchased. During the 
following years a new branch office and 
store building, fertilizer warehouse and 
many improvements were made. On 
November 11, 1977, a misfortune occurred, 
fire razed the elevator and office building. 

A Merger with the Celina Equity 
Exchange had been discussed with the 
Directors of both Associations for approxi
mately two years. This became a reality on 
January 1, 1978 by approval of sharehold
ers of both associations. The Celina Equity 
Exchange Company began operations in 
1920 on West Market Street after purchas
ing The Buckland Milling Company. They 
also had a misfortune of a fire on June 28, 
1975, destroying their Elevator. They 
rebuilt the elevator with a modern feed 
mill at that time. Since January 1, 1978, 
the date of the Merger, there has been 
added a new 1500 BPH grain dryer with a 
wet grain holding bin, two elevator legs 
and other equipment to modernize the 
grain operation. 

This up to date, modern plant offers a 
complete feed, grain, fertilizer and general 
farm supplies and custom application of 
chemicals and fertilizer to the patrons in 
the surrounding area. 

Mercer Landmark, Inc. has in addition 
to the Celina Branch location, three other 
full line branches, feed, agronomy, and 
grain at St. Henry, Chickasaw, and New 
Weston in Darke Co. 

They have three agronomy and grain 
facilities at Rockford, Ohio City, and Elgin, 
and two agronomy plants at Coldwater 
and Chattanooga. Mercer Landmark, Inc. 
also operates four delivery trucks for fuel 
and home heating. 

Mercer Landmark, Inc. is one of the 
owners of Countrymark Co-op, Inc. head
quartered in Indianapolis, Indiana. 



Moorman, Harting 
&Company 

Certified Public 
Accountants 

Moorman, Harting & Company, Certified Public 
Accountants opened its newly located office at 531 E. 
Market St., in Celina during May of 1992. Due to the fir
m's continued growth and expansion, they moved from 
their previous office on Fayette St. in Celina to the new 
location. The CPA firm hopes that this new office location 
will be more convenient and accessible to the Celina area 
individuals and businesses. In addition to operating out 
of its Celina office, Moorman, Harting & Company will 
continue to operate out of its Coldwater office located at 
815 W. Main St. The firm originated in Coldwater in 
1955. 

Moorman, Harting & Company specializes in all 
areas of taxation including individual, business, agricul
tural and estate. They provide services in 
purchasing/selling a business or farm and 
organizing/financing a business or farm. Payroll prepara
tion is also available from the firm. Recently, the CPA 
firm has been heavily involved in setting up computer 
accounting systems for businesses and farmers. In addi
tion to these services, financial statement preparation, 
advisory services and a variety of other accounting ser
vice is performed by the firm. 

Currently the firm's full time and part time staff of 
the Celina office, including partners, consists of: James 
W. Harting, CPA; Patrick H. Moorman, CPA; Kathy 
Brockman, Cynthia Goubeaux and Lynn Schmitt. 

Pictured is part of the staff of the Celina office from _left 
to right: Patrick H. Moorman, CPA; James W. Hartmg, 
CPA; Kathy Brockman, Lynn Schmitt 
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Muhlenkamp & Associates 

Muhlenkamp & Associates originated in August, 
1973 when Neal J. Muhlenkamp, Certified Public 
Accountant, acquired the accounting practice from Lloyd 
Colburn. Prior to his public accounting business, 
Muhlenkamp graduated from the University of Dayton in 
1969. He then began his accounting career by working for 
the international accounting firm of Alexander, Grant, & 
Co. in Dayton, Ohio. 

After moving back to the Mercer County area, 
Muhlenkamp's practice as a CPA was located in the First 
National Bank Building (later known as Central Trust 
Bank). In September, 1981 the practice was moved to its 
present location at 215 North Main St., Celina. The relo
cation was a very fortunate and timely move since the 
bank building was completely destroyed by fire just four 
months later in January, 1982. 

The present office building was built in 1952 by Dr. 
Robert Owens, O.D. for his optometric practice. In the 
fall of 1989 this building was completely remodeled and 
enlarged, which more than doubled the size of the origi
nal office. 

Today, Muhlenkamp & Associates Inc. provide the 
following services for businesses and individuals: _tax 
return preparation, financial statement preparation, 
bookkeeping and payroll services, estate and tax plan
ning, accounting and computer system design, and gener
al business and financial consulting. The firm employs 
three CPA's, two bookkeepers and a secretary to meet the 
needs of the public. 

In the future, Muhlenkamp & Associates plans to 
open a new branch office in Ft. Recovery, Ohio. 



NCS 

N C S was incorporated on April 9, 

1974, and the plant was then built in 1975. 

It was built for Marcus Speicher and is in 

use as a machine shop where sophisticated 

equipment turns out precision parts for a 

number of local and not-so-local compa

nies. The steel building houses a 60' x 100' 

shop and a 25' x 50' wing for offices and 

storage. It is located at the intersection of 

West Market Street and Meyer Road in 

Celina, Ohio. Paul Weaver is the general 

manager and it employs approximately six 

people. 

N C S is a retirement project for 

Marcus Speicher. Except for remaining on 

as board member and consultant he 
' 

actively retired in 1974 from Speicher 

Brothers, Inc. in Celina, a company found

ed in 1959 by Mark Speicher and his 

brother, the late Carl Speicher. 

The machine shop also serves as a 

garage and workshop for a "trademark" by 

which most Celinians know Speicher best 

- his "far out" cars. Here he can take his 

time and work at his hobby when the mood 

strikes. 
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Hileman's Marathon 
Service Station 

The time and places may have changed 

but Hileman's are the ones you can trust 

with your car. Dale Hileman started in 

1946 at 126 North Main, Celina, as 

Hileman's Texaco. A new Texaco Station 

was built in 1960. Dale Hileman had this 

location for thirty-three years. Hileman's 

Marathon Service Station, 303 South 

Main, Celina, was started in 1979. Dale's 

son Jim has continued the quality service 

for which you have become familiar. 



[ ~] 
Mary Jo 

Authorized Dealer 

Pearson Memorial 

Mary Jo and Marion Pearson of Pearson 
Memorials, 5218 St. Rt. 29, just west of 
Celina, are the authorized area dealers for 
Birkmeier Monument Company of Delphos, 
Ohio. ' 

With more than 25 years experience in 
helping area families choose their memori
als, the Pearsons are pleased to offer their 
wide variety of granite, marble, and bronze 
memorials. While their indoor showroom 
includes a good selection of monuments in a 
variety of colors and sizes, they can match 
any color or design at prices that simply can
not be beat. 

Specializing in traditional and custom 
designs that are unique and personal to the 
family, the company offers a free full color 
drawing with the purchase of any memorial. 

When the need arises, the Pearsons hope 
area families will consider their services 
when choosing just the right memorial that 
will stand as a lasting tribute for genera
tions to come. 

Marion Pearson's father, Alvin J. 
Pearson, was the caretaker of Swamp 
College Cemetery from March 1952 until 
March 1965, when Marion replaced his 
father as caretaker. Marion was caretaker at 
Swamp College Cemetery until December 
31, 1991. The family has worked with ceme
teries and memorials for over forty years. 
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Rankin's 

Rankin's is located at 105 South Main 
Street, Celina, Ohio. On May 10, 1955, Bill 
and Anna May Rankin purchased the store. 
What had once been an appliance store, the 
Rankins changed the theme to include a 
wide variety of items; lead crystal, house
wares, anniversary gifts, sporting goods and 
many unusual items. In addition, there are 
collectibles; such as, EKJ clowns, Jan 
Hagara, Precious Moments, Memories of 
Yesterday, Maruri, Norman Rockwell and 
assortment of Carousel Horses. 

Rankin's has a multifariousness of items. 
Go in, take your time, leisurely browse and 
treat yourself to a pleasurable discovery of 
literally A to Z merchandise - Afghans, 
Baskets, Cards, Dartboards, Esther Price 
candies, Frames, Globes, Humorous gifts, 
Incense, Jigsaw puzzles, Krispy cans, Lace 
table covers, Quiltz, Record books (wedding, 
anniversary, dairy, baby, photo and scrap), 
German Steins, Tin boxes, Umbrellas, 
Volleyballs, Wind chimes, X-acto tools, Youth 
golf clubs and Zebras. These are just a few of 
the hundreds of items filling the shelves and 
walls. Also, there is a year 'round Holiday 
Loft. 

Many have described this store as -
"great", "undefinable", "exceptional", "unbe
lievable", "not another one like it for miles". 
Celina may be a small town but Rankin's 
has a huge selection of good quality mer
chandise. Seeing is believing - visit and sur
prise yourself. 



Reynolds & Reynolds 

Reynolds and Reynolds, 1990 

Reynolds & Reynolds is a lithographer and 
printer of accounting forms and business systems. 
The company was established in 1866 in Dayton, 
Ohio by the R.H. Grant family. 

The Celina Grand Lake Plant was built in 
1948. It started with approximately 40 employees. 
Today, they have approximately 600 employees. 
The two plant facility in Celina has 320,000 square 
feet under roof. 

Originally, forms produced by Reynolds & 
Reynolds was 80% automotive. Today, more diver
sified forms covering automotive, hospital, medical, 
and insurance company forms are produced. 

E.P. Wilmer Company was purchased by 
Reynolds & Reynolds and has grown to approxi
mately 4000 distributors nationally. These distribu
tors sell complete accounting systems through their 
independent stores across the United States. The 
Reynolds and Reynolds plant supplies complete 
forms for accounts receivable and accounts payable, 
as well as payroll. 

The Celina Warehouse Facility has package 
goods items ready to service and sell any business, 
regardless of size. The Celina Plant is located at 
824 Murlin Avenue. 

Reynolds and Reynolds, 1948 
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Ringle Plating 
Corporation 

Ringle Plating is located at 441 Grand Lake 
Road, Celina. Frederick E. Ringle is the owner; 
Joseph Rohrbach is the Manager. Ringle Plating 
does contract plating of nickel chromium on cus
tomers' parts. 

In 1949, Ringle Plating opened in Anna, Ohio, 
doing work for customers in Dayton, Sidney, 
Spencerville, Lima, Donnelsville, and Wapakoneta. 
In 1964, they started plating bicycle fenders for 
Huffy. In 1967, they built the plant at Celina to 
accommodate Huffy production. In 1972, they sold 
the Anna plant. In 1992, their customers are in 
Celina, Coldwater, Van Wert, Ohio; and 
Clarksville, Tennessee. Their primary customers 
are Huffy Corporation for bicycle parts; Federal 
Mogul for truck wheel parts; and S & K for horse 
bits. Ringle Plating has over thirty employees. 



State Farm Mutual 
Insurance 

State Farm Mutual Insurance 
Company was founded in 1922 by a retired 
Illinois farmer. Today, State Farm insures 
more cars, more homes, more boats, than 
any other insurance company. Today, State 
Farm is also one of the largest Life 
Insurance Companies. This phenominal 
growth goes back to a corporate attitude of 
treating people "Like a Good Neighbor." 

Bob Nuding and his three employees 
are located at 114 North Main Street, 
Celina. They have served the public's 
insurance needs for a combined experience 
of 38 years. Stop in and see why State 
Farm is Number One and why we say 
"Like a Good Neighbor, State Farm is 
there." 

241 

Thees Machine & Tool 
Company 

Thees Machine & Tool Company is 
located at 2007 State Route 703 East, 
Celina, Ohio 45822. John Thees is the 
owner; Tom Kincaid is the Foreman and 
Carol Ann Thees is the Secretary. 

Thees Machine & Tool Company was 
established in January 1973. It was origi
nally located in Ohio City. In 1978, the 
business was moved to its present location, 
2007 State Route 703 East of Celina. Their 
services include: design and build special 
machines, tools & dies, gauges, custom 
machining, prototypes work and repair 
work of all kinds. 



TOTAL ELECTRIC 
SERVICE INC. 

CELINA, OHIO 45822 

Telephone (419) 586-7503 P. 0. Box 177 215 W. Logan St. 

Total Electric Service, Inc. had its beginning on 
December 20, 1972, when John Brown and Roger Spohn 
opened the shop to provide the area with residential 
wiring, electric heat, air conditioning and insulation ser
vice. At that time a total of eight people were employed. 

In 1975 Roger Spohn sold his interest to Thomas 
Robbins, and in 1990 Tom sold his interest to William 
Huff bringing us to date. 

The business has expanded in the industrial and 
commercial area with the purchase of some hydrolic and 
power equipment to better serve the needs in this area. 

Although we have made changes, we are still at the 
same location, 215 W. Logan Street. 

William Huff on left. 
John Brown on right. 
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~~--RAcTORirf . 
INCORPORATED 

P. 0. Box 334 
1201 Havemann Rd. Celina, Ohio 45822 

In 1959 Kennith C. Andrew and Herbert Aikman 
saw a need for a company in this area to repair and 
rebuild or furnish new undercarriage for crawler tractors 
and cranes. 

They solicited help from Elmer Nofzinger, Carl 
Smith, James McClure, George Laws, and Joseph Suhr, 
who all became owner and directors and were all instru
mental in developing the company named, Tractors Inc. 

The primary business of the new company was and 
still is, repairing and rebuilding the undercarriage of 
crawler type dozers and cranes; however, the business 
has diversified to include whole machine repair, special
ized welding and machining, hydraulic component repair 
and rebuilding, and making large hydraulic hoses. 

The new company first started operations at 230 
East Market St. in May of 1959. In 1971 a building at 
215 West Fayette was purchased and the Company relo
cated there. Outgrowing the uptown location, in 1989 
they purchased acreage at 1201 Havemann Rd, in the 
City's Industrial Park and built a building that would 
serve their present and future needs-moving in-in 1990. 

The present officers and managers are: Paul D. 
Linton, Pres. & Gen'l Mgr; Dwayne G. Hoenie, VP & 
Service Mgr.; Joseph R. Smith (son of original director, 
Carl Smith), Secretary; Joseph T. Suhr, Treasurer; 
Dorothea M. Davis, Office Manager. 

The present Stockholders are: Paul and Rita Linton; 
Joseph and Carolyn Smith; Sylvia Nofzinger; Dwayne 
and Ruth Hoenie; Joseph and Marleen Suhr; Reba Laws. 



Dr. Paul Wilken 

Dr. Paul Wilken moved to Celina from 
Sandusky in January, 1979 and purchased 
the optometric practice of Dr. Roy Weber. 
Originally the practice was begun by Dr. 
Roy's father Dr. George Weber. After Dr. 
Roy retired the Optometric practice 
changed hands twice in 3 years before Dr. 
Wilken made the final purchase. 

Dr. Wilken maintained the original 
location for 2 years and then moved to the 
"new" Community Medical Center at 
South US 127. Four years later Dr. Wilken 
remodeled his permanent office location on 
119 West Summit Street. Dr. Wilken and 
his staff moved into the new office in July, 
1986. The photo shows Dr. Wilken's 
Summit Street office as it appears in the 
Spring of 1993. 

Dr. Wilken and his wife and family are 
active in the community by working with 
Philanthropic, School, and Church organi
zations to always better the community. 
The family resides in a historic 616 North 
Main Street home originally built for 
another Celina businessman of the 
Anthony Family in 1896. 
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Wolff's Tire, Inc. 

Wolff's Tire, Inc. (old building in photo
graph) 301 South Walnut, Celina was 
started in 1939 by J.J. Wolff, as a gasoline 
station. Carl and Leo Schockman pur
chased the business in 1953. 

Wolff's Tire, Inc. (1978 photograph) was 
purchased by Mr. and Mrs. George (Ike) 
Coate and Paul Zurcher in September of 
1981. Today, in 1992, their service includes 
retail and wholesale tire sales, "in the shop 
and on the farm" service, front end align
ment, wheel balancing, battery service, 
brake work, oil changes, and shocks. 

Wolff's Tire, Inc. is still located at 301 
South Walnut, Celina. 



Otis Hospital, Inc. 

Dr. Lloyd M. Otis came to Celina in August of 1914. 
He was a graduate of the U. of Michigan, an instructor in 
anatomy, and assistant to the chief of surgery at the U. of 
Michigan Hospital. He came to spend the summer, loved 
the village, the people and decided to make Celina his 
home. He purchased the John P. Schuyler home on 115 
N. Walnut St., used his dining room as a surgery and 
immediately built an office connected to his home. His 
rock porch and rock garden behind his home were collect
ed in fields, along side roads and all over the county 
when he made house calls in the country. 

Dr. L. M. Otis conceived the idea of building a hospi
tal, and being a man of action he purchased the Carlin 
Property at 441 E. Market St. in the early Spring of 1915, 
immediately remodeled it and was ready to receive his 
first patient in Sept. 1915. The hospital boasted two pri
vate rooms and one double room. Four patients and of 
course his surgery. The first hospital in this area and the 
next year it was enlarged to accommodate twelve 
patients. The first staff taught by Dr. L. M. was Clay 
Shaner, an orderly, Miss Mary Wooten, Miss Slusser, 
Maude Crawford and Ida Moore. These dedicated people 
along with Angeline Heyne were the nucleus of the hospi
tal. These people worked twenty-four hours a day, six 
days a week. They stretched out on a cot beside the 
patient to get a little rest at night. During World War I 
Dr. L. M. was in the U. S. Cavalry. At this time he stud
ied Roentenology (radiology) became a member of the 
board of Roentenologists and when he returned to Celina 
he installed the first x-ray in this area in Otis Hospital. 
In 1921 he enlarged the hospital making it a 25 bed hos
pital with six bassinets. At this time Celina had the most 
modern hospital in this area and this helped Celina to 
become one of the most progressive communities in the 
state. The architect who drew the plans for the 1921 ren
ovation was Lyman Strong of Lima, Ohio. All the obsta
cles and prejudice that beset any progressive idea or 
change were overcome and Otis Hospital was here to 
stay. 

Dr. James Otis joined his father in practice in their 
home office in the early 1940's. Finding their office too 
small they built a new office just south of their home 
office on 115 N. Walnut Street. Dr. James Otis continues 
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Dr. L.M. Otis 

to practice in this office building today. 
Open house was held in January 1956 for the public 

to see the improvements at the Hospital including exten
sive interior remodeling and a new addition. A new emer
gency room used primarily for emergency and accident 
cases but was equipped to handle major surgery if the 
main surgery was occupied. The front porch was enclosed 
to handle more office space and a more comfortable wait
ing room. The new east wing contained two three bed 
wards and two new baths for the patients. The original 
floor which was marble was covered with asphalt tile. 
The patients' rooms were all equipped with wider doors. 

In the ensuing years a new sprinkling system was 
installed throughout the hospital. A new general electric 
x-ray was installed in the seventies, a new laboratory 
and a new kitchen were installed. 

Within the last 15 years the state of Ohio and the 
federal government went from a lack of interest in its 
hospitals to an overinvolvement in every facet of hospital 
procedure. With these over-zealous demands the cost of 
hospital care rose to ridiculous proportions but Otis 
Hospital never received any tax dollars from the day it 
opened till the day it closed its doors. Dr. L. M. Otis cared 
about his fellow man and because of this he opened a hos
pital. He worked and he studied, listened and was inter
ested in each of his patients. He dedicated his life in the 
service of others. His son Dr. Jim, followed his course of 
direction. Dr. Jim Otis has continued his office practice in 
the office they built together. Dr. Otis continued on with 
Otis Hospital as a non-profit hospital until he closed its 
doors in the winter of 1978. Three score and three years 
the Otis Hospital has served Celina and Mercer County, 
it will be sorely missed and it will be hard to match the 
quality of care given the patients who entered the doors 
of Otis Hospital over the years. 

Dr. Lloyd M. Otis, a descendent of James Otis 
(Legislator during the Revolutionary War and one of the 
authors of The Declaration of Independence), was born 
Nov. 28, 1888, in Hicksville, Ohio, son of George Knox 
Otis and Minnie (Cutie) Cowick Otis. After graduating 
from Hicksville High School, he went to the University of 
Michigan, where as an undergraduate, he was the only 
cheerleader (yell master) at the football games during the 



Otis Hospital, before remodeling the porch on the east 

era of Fielding Yost. While he was in Medical School, he 
met Barbara Audritsh, a student in the School of Music 
and they were married in Green Springs, Ohfo, following 
his graduation from the University of Mich. School of 
Medicine in 1912. 

Their son James was born in Ann Arbor, Mich., 
where Dr. L. M. taught Anatomy and was assistant to 
the Chief of Surgery at the Univ. of Mich. Hospital. They 
moved to Celina in 1914, where there were 11 physicians. 
He loved the village, the people and decided to make it 
their home and started Otis Hospital in the spring of 
1915. Their second child, Betty Ellen, was born in Otis 
Hospital Sept. 18, 1915. 

Dr. Otis was a member of the Celina Board of Public 
Affairs in the early twenties. He was instrumental in the 
hiring of Roy Cook, a talented engineer, to refurbish the 
broken down powerplant and to revitalize electric service 
to the village. Celina's credit was so poor that no supplier 
would furnish the materials and the Celina Banks 
refused to advance money that they felt would only add 
to the communities bad debts. Despite general opinion 
that the plant was a dead horse, Cook realized its poten
tial, and asked Dr. L. M. to join him in loaning personal 
money to the town to buy wire and Dr. L. M. agreed. The 
service to the community improved so a cordless engine 
was purchased and within a few years the plant went 
into the black and the men were reimbursed for their 
loans. 

Dr. Otis was a member and officer of the Mercer 
County Medical Society, Ohio State Medical Assoc., 
American Medical Assoc. and the American College of 
Surgeons. He was a Mason, York Rite, Shriner of Antioch 
Temple and a member of The First Presbyterian Church. 
In 1938, he became a member of the American College of 
Surgeons, an honor bestowed on few men of family prac
tice. He received Honors from Great Britain conferred 
upon him for research and success in the treatment of 
lobar pneumonia with the use of long wave diathermy, 
before the days of sulfa or antibotics. 

In 1938, Dr. L. M. married Elizabeth Dabbelt of 
Coldwater, Ohio. She received her degree in Nursing 
from St. Rita's Hospital, Lima, Ohio, and was employed 
at Otis Hospital from 1933 to 1938. Dr. L. M. and 
Elizabeth had two daughters, Gwendolyn and Nancy, 
both born at Otis Hospital. 
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To commemorate the GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY of 
the CLASS 1912, the Univ. of Michigan Medical School 
conducted a reunion and sent the eight surviving mem
bers old photographs and addresses. This inspired anoth
er graduate of 1912, Dr. H. Wiggins of Omaha, Neb., to 
write a letter to Dr. Otis. The letter was opened by his 
son, Dr. James Otis, since Dr. L. M. had been inactive 
after suffering a stroke in 1953. This was the contents of 
the letter: 

Dear Dr. Otis: 
Because of illness, I was unable to attend our 

Golden Anniversary of the Class of 1912. A picture of 
our class was sent to me and when I saw your pic
ture, an incident came to mind which I know you 
have long since forgotten. We had assembled at the 
Medical Building on campus prior to our march to 
the auditorium where we were to receive our 
degrees. As the procession began to form, some of my 
classmates were a little squemish about walking 
with a Negro. You were behind me and you sensed 
the awkwardness of the situation and left your part
ner to step forward and walk with me. True, it was a 
small act, a friendly gesture, but the motivation 
bespoke a spirit that is so lacking in our world today. 
So when I saw your picture, I felt I should write and 
tell you I have still not forgotten. I sincerely hope 
that time has dealt kindly with you these last 50 
years ... Dr. Wiggins was one of two black Doctors 
in the Class of 1912. 
During the years of his practice, Dr. L. M. delivered 

3000 babies. He and his son Dr. Jim entered into a 
father-son practice and continued together until Dr. L. 
M. retired due to ill health. He was truly a pioneer in 
surgery and was all ready to help, always cheerful, gra
cious and competent. Dr. L. M. enjoyed bowling and golf 
and won numerous golf tournaments. He loved the prac
tice of medicine, he loved people and he loved life. He 
revealed his love when he had the medical cadeusus put 
on his crypt with these words "HE SERVES GOD WELL 
WHO SERVES HIS FELLOW MAN". 

Otis Hospital, 1915 - First Staff: Mary Wooten, Miss 
Slusser (Mrs. Carl Gladfelter), Clay Shaner, Dr. L. M. 
Otis, Maude Crawford, Ida Moore. 



Three Generations--Dr. 
L. M. Otis (1888 - 1964); 
Dr. James J. Otis, 1913; 
James Lloyd Otis, 1948. 

Betty Ellen Otis Code 
Betty Ellen Otis Code was born in 1915 in Otis 

Hospital. She was the daughter of Dr. Lloyd M. and 
Barbara Otis and was the sister of Dr. James J. Otis. She 
graduated from Celina High School in 1933, and was 
valedictorian of her class. She attended Ward Belmont 
School for Girls in Nashville, Tenn., and the University of 
Michigan, majoring in the Languages. She was married 
to Harry Code and resided in Pittsburgh, Pa. They had 
no children. Betty was employed as executive secretary to 
the Vice President of the Paint Division of Pittsburgh 
Plate Glass Co. and held the position until she retired. 
After retirement, she moved to Tampa, Fla., where she 
died suddenly of a cerebral hemmorhage in Dec. of 1968 
at the age of 53. She is buried in Northgrove Cemetery in 
Celina, 0. 

Dr. James J. Otis 

James John Otis, M.D. 
James J. Otis was born in 1913 in Ann Arbor, Mich., 

to Dr. L. M. and Barbara Otis. In 1914, his family moved 
to Celina, Ohio, where he received his elementary and 
high school education. He graduated from Denison 
University and entered the University of Cincinnati 
School of Medicine, where he received his medical degree 
in 1940. After serving his internship at Crist Hospital in 
Cincinnati, he returned home and began a partnership 
with his father in the general practice of medicine. Their 
practice flourished and this father-son partnership con-
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tinued until 1953, when ill health forced Dr. L. M. to 
retire. In 1955, Dr. Jim invited his friend and fellow 
classmate, Dr. Louis Finkelemeier of Cincinnati, to share 
the responsibilities of his extensive practice. Their part
nership continues today. 

Dr. Otis is a Fellow of the American Academy of 
Family Physicians, a member of the American Medical 
Association, a Third District Delegate of the Ohio State 
Medical Association and past president of the Mercer 
County Medical Association. He is past Vice President of 
the Mercer County Heart Association and is Regional 
Director of the Red Cross Blood Program. He is also a 
member of the Sigma Chi Fraternity, Nu Sigma Nu 
Medical Fraternity, Masonic Blue Lodge, Scottish Rite, 
Anitoch Shrine and the Jesters. Dr. Otis is a member of 
the St. Paul's Methodist Church, Celina. 

In 1944 Dr. Jim met and married Betty Hammel, a 
native of Fargo, North Dakota and a graduate of St. 
Vincent's Hospital School of Nursing in Toledo, Ohio. 
They have four children. 

Sharon Otis Grimaud 
The oldest daughter, Sharon Otis Grimaud, was born 

at Otis Hospital, graduated from Celina High School, and 
attended Stephens College in Columbia, Missouri. She 
married James Grimaud from St. Louis, MO., and is the 
mother of five children; Debra Lynn, Daniel Lloyd, Diane 
Louise, Adam A., and Jane Fairfox. They reside in St. 
Louis, Missouri, where Sharon and Jim own and operate 
a national company, SELECT FASTENERS, INC. 

Victoria Lynn Otis 
Vicki L. Otis was born at Otis Hospital in 1946. Vicki 

graduated from Celina High School in 1964 and the same 
year became the Grand Lake Festival Queen. She attend
ed Loretto Heights College in Denver, Colorado, and Ohio 
State University. She is the Administrator of the 
Department of Gynecology and Obstetrics at the 
University of Kansas Medical Center, Kansas City, 
Kansas. Vicki is a Founding and Chartered Member of 
the Association of Managers of Gynecology and obstetrics 
(AMGO). Vicki is a member of the National Republicans, 
the National Friends of the Zoo, World Wide 
Preservation of Animals of Animals and Rain Forest, and 
various other civic and charitable organizations in 
Kansas City. Vicki resides in Overland Park, Kansas. 

Jeanie Ellen Otis Hamm 
The youngest daughter of Dr. James and Betty Otis, 

Jeanie Ellen Otis Hamm, was born at Otis Hospital and 
graduated from Celina High School. She attended Ohio 
State University, where she graduated with a B.A. in 
Journalism, majoring in Public Relations, minoring in 
Communications, in 1974. She volunteered her services 
to the Foundation for the Deaf, where she designed flags 
adopted nationally for the use by deaf cyclists as a signal 
to motorists, and was appointed the first chairman of the 
committee established to implement their use, and con-



ducted a successful campaign to promote, produce and 
distribute the flags. She also worked for the Ohio 
Hospital Association, where she initiated and composed a 
booklet distributed throughout the state to explain med
ical terminology, and surgical procedures to patients and 
visitors. This booklet is still in use, accomplishing its pur
pose of alleviating anxiety of patients and visitors unfa
miliar with medical procedures. Jeanie was employed as 
"Action Line" Editor until 1976 for the Fort Wayne 
Journal Gazette, Fort Wayne, IN., where she produced 
copy and cartoon illustration for a weekly column 
designed to report and propose solutions to community 
problems. She also reported, edited and photographed 
special assignments including sports, political and civic 
meetings and human interest stories. 

Jeanie then became the manager for The Gynecologic 
Oncology Group, based in Philadelphia, PA, until 1977, 
where she managed all statistics, organized and calculat
ed all data, comprising of detailed patient progress and 
results of surgical procedures, radiation and chemothera
py methods. 

Jeanie served as the Associate Administrator for 
Fiscal Affairs for the University of Kansas Medical 
Center from 1977 to 1990, with emphasis on personnel 

James Lloyd Otis 

James Lloyd Otis 
James Lloyd Otis, only son of Dr. James and Betty 

Otis, was born at Otis Hospital in 1948. While attending 
Celina Senior High School, he became proficient on the 
Football field as a fullback. He broke all existing rushing 
records of the school and was named to the Ohio All State 
Team 1966. He continued his Football career at Ohio 
State University and was a member of its National 
Championship Team in 1968. In 1969, Ohio State was 
invited to the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, California. Jim 
distinguished himself by being the leading rusher of that 
game. The same year, he was selected as an All American 
and starred in the Coaches All American Game when he 
established a rushing record which still stands today, 
and he was selected .as the Most Valuable Player. He also 
played in the Shrine East-West Game, the Lion's All 
American Game, and the Hula Bowl. After his gradua-
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management, purchasing of medical and operating equip
ment, accounting of expenditures, managing the annual 
budget and administration of employee benefits. Her pro
fessional objective has been a management level position 
capitalizing upon practical experience in management, 
budgetary/fiscal affairs and hospital administration, with 
background and experience in journalism and public rela
tions. 

Presently, Jeanie is working with her father James 
J. Otis, M.D., in his solo medical family practice, concen
trating with the computer operations of his medical prac
tice in Celina, Ohio. 

She has two children, Phillip James "P.J." Hamm, 
born 11-03-79, and Nicolette Jo "Nicole" Hamm, born 07-
10-81, both natives of Kansas City. 

Jeanie is a member of the Association of Managers of 
Gynecology and Obstetrics; American Association of 
University of Women; National Association for Female 
Executives; Phi Beta Psi Sorority and served as the 
Mercer County Chairman for the Bush-Quayle Campaign 
in 1992. Jeanie is also a Member of the Ohio State 
University Alumni Association, on the Board of Directors 
of the Ohio State University Alumni Association of 
Mercer County. 

tion from the School of Business at Ohio State University 
in 1970, Jim began his professional football career with 
the Saint Louis Saints. He later joined the Kansas City 
Chiefs, where he played from 1971, until he was traded 
to the Saint Louis Cardinals in 1973. In 1975, as a 
Cardinal Back, he led the National Football Conference 
with 1,076 yards gained by rushing. This record qualified 
him for the induction into the Thousand Yard Club. He 
was the 31st football player ever to earn the honor in the 
history of the National Football League. In 1978, Jim 
became the All Time Leading Rusher for the St. Louis 
Cardinals, breaking this record with a Cardinal career 
total of 3,750 yards rushing. He retired from professional 
football in 1979, with a career total of more than 4,500 
yards rushing and is honored in the National Football 
Hall of Fame for scoring a touchdown in the record 
longest game in professional, played during the playoffs 
on Christmas Day, 1971, Kansas City Chiefs vs. Miami 
Dolphins. 

Jim married Janet Dwyer of Kansas City in 1973, 
and they have four children; Jodi Ellen, Christine Rene, 
James John, and Jeffrey David. The family's home is in 
Chesterfield, Missouri. 

Jim is the partner of Otis and Clark Properties, a 
commercial real estate development and brokerage firm. 
Jim developed and started the organization Missouri 
Kids, designed to assist and contribute to the needs of 
injured and disabled children Kindergarten through 12th 
grade, whose injuries are a result of athletic accidents. 
He serves on the Missouri Kids Board of Trustees. Jim 
also serves on the Board of The Kilo Foundation. Jim 
started the National Football Foundation of Outstanding 
Football Players, St. Louis, MO. He also has been the 
President of the St. Louis Chapter of the National 
Football League Alumni Association. Jim is a member of 



the Executive Board for the N.F.L. Alumni Association. 
He has been very active with the N.F.L. Alumni 
Association, making guest appearances and organizing 
fund raising activities for charities. He's also been instru
mental in arranging to acquire a new professional foot
ball team, located again in St. Louis. 

Jim is on the Selection Committee of the St. Louis 
Arena and also serves on the Board of the St. Louis Blues 
Professional Ice Hockey Organization. 

In addition to his active participation in community 
service and charitable organizations, Jim has also served 
as chairman and member of committees for Leukemia 
Society, March of Dimes, M.S. Society, and the United 
Way. Jim continues to be instrumental in fund raising for 
many worthwhile national charities. He was selected by 

Celina Glass Co. 

Gene Rolfes and his family began 
Celina Glass in 1958, at 308 East Anthony. 
As the business grew, they moved to anoth
er location six year later. Their business 
continued expanding until they moved to 
the present location at 415 West Market 
Street. The construction part of the busi
ness gave them the chance to work in 
schools, hospitals, bank offices, and show
rooms for many different retail and factory 
businesses. Celina Glass is known in a five 
county area. This business is a family busi
ness, administered by Gene Rolfes and 
children, Barry, Randy, Terry, and Kim 
(Rolfes) Swonger. 
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President George Bush to serve on the President's 
National Steering Committee, which involved personal 
meetings with the President. He also serves on the 
Chesterfield Mayor's Task Force in St. Louis. 

Jim has commentated televised N.F.L. football 
games for ESPN and broadcasted football games for 
KCMO radio station since his retirement of professional 
football. He also makes various speaking appearances for 
charity, civic, youth, and athletic functions locally and 
nationally. 

Jim has been named in the Outstanding Young Men 
in America, Who's Who in America, lifetime member of 
the Ohio State University Alumni Association and a 
member of Sigma Chi Fraternity. 

Eichar De Curtins VFW 

The EICHAR DE CURTINS VFW Post 
5713 is located at 1120 West Logan Street, 
Rt. 29, Celina, Ohio 45822. 

The 1993-1994 Post Commander is Don 
Howell. 
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Dale Schwieterman's barn at 3924 County 
Road 716 A was built in the late 1800's by John 
Bruns. Hay, straw and grain have been stored 
in the mow. Dairy cows and milking stalls were 
in the bottom. Today, they use the barn for 
steers. This barn has a unique entryway. Some 
barnologists would say that there is a covered
bridged driveway bay, at the top of the bank to 
the barn. Others might say that there is a porch 
with wagon doors which form a bridge between 
the head of the ramp and the barn. Some say 
this entryway at the top of the bank is called a 
"doghouse." In spite of the many names of this 
entryway to this barn, it is certain that there 
are few barns in Mercer County with this 
covered-bridged entryway. An almost rare 
opening or fenestration is the round window in 
the gable end of this entryway; very, very few 
barns have round windows. The triangular pat
tern of the three windows in the gable end of the 
barn is a pattern which is common to southern 
Mercer County. 

Joseph Albert. Frank, grandfather of Eve
rett L. Frank, built this barn in 1898. This old 
barn has served the farm by holding livestock, 
hay, straw, and grain, and is still a working 
barn. This graceful old barn, with its proud 
stance, has the red paint, with the white arched 
double doors. The barn belongs to Everett and 
Carol Frank, 5010 Harrison Road, Celina. 

250 

John Albers owns this barn at 4362 Botkins 
Road, Celina. The gambrel-roofed barn was 
built in 1928 by Russel Botkins, and was used 
for dairying. Mr. and Mrs. John Albers bought 
this farm in 1935. Today the barn is used for 
storage. As in any history book, the book is al
most out-of-date by the time it is printed. Just 
after this photograph was taken, the Albers put 
on a new barn roof. 

This big farm barn has been used for cattle 
on the farm of Charlie and Deb Riethman, 3733 
St. Johns Road, Celina. A strong structure, this 
barn was built about 1900. 

Ivo Bruns, 7808 Clover Four Road, owns this 
barn, located at 3688 St. Johns Road, Celina. 
George Bruns built this barn in 1953, and the 
barn is used for dairy. Note the Gothic roofline, 
and the configuration of the windows and hay 
mow door at the end of the barn. 



This is the old barn which stood at 3688 St. 
Johns Road, and was torn down in 1953, for Geo
rge Bruns to build the new barn. 

John Ronnebaum, 3881 Chickasaw Road, 
Celina, owns this barn. His Grandfather John B. 
Ronnebaum bought the farm from his great
grandfather Henry Ronnebaum on June 4, 1883. 
The main frame of the barn was ax-hewn logs, 
into 10 x 10 posts to needed length. The posts set 
on 6 to 8 inch thick and around 12 inch wide and 
16 inch long limestone rock. It had a wood 
shingled roof and a wood siding. It also had a 
wooden floor except in the horse and cow sta
bles. It also had a hay fork and track to pull and 
lift hay into the hay mow. The barn was built by 
neighbors and one was considered a straw boss, 
around 1890. The barn has since been remodeled 
with a new cement foundation and flooring, sid
ing and a new roof in the 1970's. 
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(Editor's note: When I visited this Ron
nebaum farm, John was using this wooden 
wheelbarrow. I asked him if I could photograph 
this wheelbarrow. He told me that his father 
Mathias Ronnebaum bought this wooden wheel
barrow in 1948 at a farm sale.) 

Luella C. Niekamp, 3680 Harrison Road, 
Celina, is the owner of this barn. The grand
father of her husband Thomas Niekamp, bought 
this farm in 1882. The barn was probably built 
about that time. Today, the barn is going into 
the fifth generation of this family. The barn has 
been used for dairy cows, milking, and storage 
for hay, straw, and grain. 



This big old barn belongs to Roger Will, 
3823 Gottemoeller Road, Celina. The barn not 
only has the big double doors in the center, it 
also has an interesting pattern of sliding doors 
on the right side. Five lightning rods are on the 
ridge of the gable roof. Today, the barn is used 
for baled hay and straw and for housing cattle. 

Albert J. Dicke, 4306 Dicke Road, owns this 
big red barn, which was built in 1916. (The barn 
is located in Franklin Township, and has a New 
Bremen, OH 45869 mailing address.) The double 
doors are not only trimmed in white, with white 
triangles at the corners, but also trimmed with 
white diamond windows which are not often 
found in the barn doors. The white trim on the 
red barn is also highlighted at the end of the 
round or rainbow roof. In the past, the barn was 
used for housing for all kinds of animals: 
horses, cows and calves, and later some stalls 
were used for sheep and chickens. They also 
stored hay, straw, wheat and oats. The milking 
parlor was in this barn, also. 
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Mervin Niekamp, 832 E. Providencia Av
enue, Burbank, CA 91501 sent this photograph of 
his mother's homeplace. Her grandfather Wil
liam Gieseke built the barn sometime between 
1880 and 1890. The farmstead is located on St. 
Johns Road, in Section 2, Franklin Township. If 
one looks carefully at the roof, one can see the 
Gieseke name. Three small windows are placed 
in the gable end. The double doors each have a 
window placed at the outside top corner. 

This gambrel-roofed barn is located at 8185 
Road 219 A, Celina, and is owned by Dale R. 
Klosterman, 7850 County Road 219 A. The origi
nal barn was destroyed by fire. Neighbors 
erected this barn at the same site in 1943. In the 
past, the barn was used for general farming, 
with cows and steers. Today, the barn is used 
for a hog operation. 



This barn is located at 8807 State Route 219, 
Celina, and is owned by Imogene McKee 
Badertscher. Don Badertscher is standing in 
front of this old barn. Imogene told about 
Berne, Switzerland, where the ancestor Urilinat 
came from; she told about the barn being lo
cated on a high hill, and above that, further on, 
a neighbor, who when coming to town, had to 
drive through this barn, to stay on the road and 
to get to the village below. 

Don Badertscher told about the back of the 
barn, where the double doors open; that the 
opened doors were used during threshing, to 
create the draft across the threshing floor. On 
the gable end, one can see the three closed win
dows in the top, and the doors in the wall. 

The original home is still standing at this 
farm. 

253 

This barn, owned by Eugene Homan, 6213 
Sebastian Road, is one of a few barns in the 
county, with a two foot cross cut into the gable 
end. The barn probably was built about 1910, 
and was used for cattle and horses, and storage 
of grain, hay and straw, and is still used for this 
purpose today. 

This weathervane, topped with a holstein 
cow, stands in the barn lot of Eugene Roman's 
farm. (Editor's note: This is the only weather
vane like this, that I have seen in the county.) 



This gable-roofed barn, with the triangle of 
windows on the gable end, and the several doors 
topped with rectangular windows, was built in 
1907, by Harry Carter and sons. The original 
slate roof was replaced in 1984. The barn is lo
cated at 8160 State Route 219, Celina, and was 
owned by Wilbur Strasburg; Wilbur passed 
away July 25, 1990. Today, the barn is owned by 
Mrs. Marie Strasburg, 8 Deer Drive, New Bre
men, Ohio 45869. The stately barn is used for 
machinery, cattle, hay and straw. 

Charles J. Niekamp, 8933 State Route 219, 
owns this barn, which was originally located on 
a farm near North Star. This barn was taken 
down and moved piece by piece to its present lo
cation. The red barn, is trimmed in white, with 
the white triangle in the gable end. 
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This interior view of Charles Niekamp's 
barn shows the framing techniques of the barn. 

This interior view of Charles Niekamp's 
barn shows the huge posts and beams support
ing the barn and hay mow. 

This is an old photograph of the back of 
Charles Niekamp's barn. The barn is used for 
livestock, and for storing grain, straw and hay. 



Built in 1891 by Anna and Fred Ronnebaum, 
this barn belongs to Fred and Kay Hein, 8109 
Clover Four Road, Celina. The date on the 
gable end, is centered in the triangle of three 
louvered windows, with the white triangle 
painted at the gable peak. The red barn is 
trimmed in white, with the big double doors 
framed in white with the white triangles at the 
corners. The barn was used for horses and 
cows, grain and hay storage, and had a milking 
parlor on the west end. Today the barn is used 
for dairy calves and storing hay. 

An interior view of the huge beams, also 
shows the basketball hoop for the kids. On Feb
ruary 6, 1868, Newton Temple sold this farm to 
John Henry Ronnebaum; 1911 the farm went to 
Anna Ronnebaum, wife of Fred. In 1944, Clara 
and Henry Hein became the owners; in 1979, 
Fred and Kathleen Hein became the owners. 
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This 1951 view of Fred Hein's barn, shows 
the bracing of the open barn doors, as well as 
the John Deere Tractor waiting to be put to 
work. 

Jerome and Doris Ann Will's barn stands at 
7189 Brockman Road, Celina. This old bank 
barn has been used for cattle, horse stables, 
hay and grain storage. The 1978 MERCER 
COUNTY HISTORY BOOK, page 257 gives a 
history of this farm. The 42 x 72 bank barn was 
built in 1893-1894. Henry Will Jr. bought this 
farm from his father Henry Will Sr., in 1890. 
When they moved from the farm, Henry Will 
Jr.'s son Alfred Will took over the farm in 1928. 
They got their first tractor in 1936; they went 
from threshing machines to combines in 1944 
and horses were no longer used for farming. In 
1953 a milking parlor and milk house were built 
on the southwest corner of the barn, and a 
pipeline milking operation was begun, which 
ended many years of milking by hand. In the 
summer of 1978, and 18 x 60 foot silo was built, 
along with an addition of 24 x 72 foot to the 
north side of the barn. Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 
Will's son moved to the farm in 1976. 



This big, old barn has the gable roof, and is 
painted white. The elevator has an entry in the 
gable end. In the past, the barn was used for 
steers and cows; today the barn is used for 
Holstein heifers. This is the Ken Schmitmeyer 
barn at 7915 Clover Four Road, Celina. 
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This white barn with the rainbow or gothic 
roof-line belongs to Elmer and Sue Staehler, 
7819 County Road 219 A, Celina. This neat barn 
was built before 1940, and was used for cattle in 
the past. 

This red barn with the attractive white
arched doors, is owned by Alvin Saintignon, 
8989 County Road 219 A, Celina. The barn was 
used to house horses. 
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Elmer and Paula Fledderjohann, 8570 
County Road 219 A, Celina, own this barn, 
where Paula (Dammeyer) Fledderjohann was 
born and raised. Several years after they were 
married, Mr. and Mrs. Julius Dammeyer, 
Paula's parents, bought the farm. (Julius is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Fred Dammeyer, 
whose barn was east of this place.) Paula re
members there may have been a date of 1885 on 
this barn. This white barn, with the gable roof, 
and three windows in the gable end, was used 
by Elmer for milking. Today, their son Melvin 
uses the barn for raising young cattle. 

Henry Fred Dammeyer built this barn in 
1895. After Henry moved to New Bremen, his 
son William Dammeyer lived there. Next, Clar
ence and Luetta (Dammeyer) Roettger lived 
there. Then, the farm was sold outside the fam
ily. The barn burned down about 1934-35. On the 
old photograph, one can see the name H.F. 
Dammeyer and 1895, painted on the barn; one 
can also see members of Henry Fred Dam
meyer's family on the 1907 photograph. Today, 
this barn was on the site of the farm owned by 
David Schwieterman, 8709 County Road 219 A, 
Celina. 



The Dammeyer family built this barn, after 
the barn fire of 1934-35. This white barn is 
trimmed in red, and has a gambrel roof. This 
barn, belonging to David Schwieterman, is used 
to house cattle, and store hay and straw, and is 
located at 8709 County Road 219 A, Celina. 

Charles and David Schwieterman built this 
barn in 1985; it is a free stall barn to hold cows. 
It is also white, with red trim, and has a gam
brel roof, keeping the same lines as the previ
ous barn. This barn is also at the site of 8709 
County Road 219 A, David Schwieterman. 

Charles Schwieterman, 7239 Guadalupe 
Road, Celina, owns this barn, located at 7650 
Guadalupe Road. This farm had been the Ad
rian Niekamp farm; it was sold to Charles 
Schwieterman in 1972. This bank barn, with the 
gable roof, was built a century ago, by Joe Fal
kie. The original shingles are still on the barn; 
this interesting pattern of shingles is one of a 
kind in Mercer County. This barn has always 
been used to house livestock. 
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This red barn, with the unique double doors, 
trimmed with white quarter-rounds, was built 
in 1914 by Bill Axe. This was the Julius Wilker 
Homestead, who bought the farm, located on 
County Road 219 A, in 1941. The farm was sold 
to Charles Schwieterman in 1986. The big barn 
was used for housing livestock, and today is 
used for storage. · 

This bank barn belongs to Hilda F. Borgert, 
4382 Guadalupe Road, Celina. The deeds were 
traced, with Abraham Miller, Jr., purchasing 
the farm from the State of Ohio in 1835; then to 
John McGee, 1852; then to Robert McGee, 1855; 
to Rebecca McGee, 1881; then to Hubert Dab
belt, 1891; to Barney Dabbelt, 1918; to Herman 
Schwieterman, 1919; to Constance Schwieter
man, 1923; to Frank Dabbelt, 1927; to Ben 
Borgert, 1928; and finally to Ray and Hilda 
Borgert, November 22, 1941. It is believed that 
Barney Dabbelt built the barn in 1919. 



Mark and Rose Mary Schwieterman, 6265 
Clover Four Road, Celina, own this bank barn, 
where Tim and Ann Schwieterman live at 7174 
Clover Four Road. Mark's Uncle Joseph 
Schwieterman Jr. told that the barn was built in 
1865; their family has the deed dating back to 
1841. Joseph Schwieterman, Sr., his brothers, 
and his father Gerhard Schwieterman, built the 
barn. The first carpenter to work on the barn 
got $1.25 a day. They had no experience build
ing two story barns so when they got the bottom 
section done, they decided to get a second set of 
carpenters to finish it; they only took 75 cents a 
day. In the 1870's they built the house which is 
gone now. Joseph Sr. was married in 1876, and 
Joseph Jr. (1894-1963) was the third youngest of 
seven children. 

This bank barn is owned by Dave Will, 6670 
Clover Four Road, Celina. The red barn is 
trimmed in white. The bank is unique in that it 
is a broad bank and leads to two sets of double 
doors. The barn is used for hogs and calves. 
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This gothic or rainbow arched roofline is 
echoed in the arch above the entry to this white 
barn, trimmed in red. Two windows permit 
light to the upper levels of the barn, while there 
are two levels of entry doors. Frank Heyne built 
this barn in 1952, after fire destroyed the other 
barn. Earl Heyne, 6651 Clover Four Road, 
Celina, owns this barn, which had been used for 
cattle and is now used for storage. 

This big bank barn is located at 4010 State 
Route 127, and is owned by Earl Heyne, 6651 
Clover Four Road, Celina. The barn was built 
by Clem Dahlinghaus, and was used for cattle 
and horses. Shrubbery surrounds the bank 
entry to the second level of the barn. Rural art 
graces the gable end. 



This bank barn is unique in that there is a 
short bridge between the bank and the barn 
entry doors. There is a short ladder to the side 
of the bridge, at this barn, owned by Earl 
Heyne. 

This red barn, with the gable roof, is 
trimmed with white triangles on the double 
doors, and the smaller doors; the white triangle 
also graces the gable end. The small rectangu
lar windows above the smaller doors are 
unique. This barn, owned by lvo and Therese 
Albers, 7937 County Road 219 A, Celina, has 
been used for livestock, grain, feed, and 
machine storage. The barn may have been used 
as late as 1950 for horses. Fred and Cawline 
Luedicke purchased the farm in 1892; John and 
Mary Luedicke in 1895; Alfred Albers in 1927; 
and Ivo and Therese Albers in 1976. The date on 
the barn is 1890. 
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Sylvester Borgert, 4260 Cassella-Mon
tezuma Road, Celina, owns this barn, built in 
the late 1880's. It was used for grain storage, 
dairy cattle, hay and straw. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Niekamp, 3683 Cas
sella-Montezuma Road, Celina, own this barn, 
which was built in 1918 by Bernard Borgert and 
the neighbors. In the past, the barn was used 
for general farming, for milk cows, and horses, 
hay and straw. Today, the barn is used for stor
age. 



Herbert Knapke's name is lettered across 
the front of this big old barn, painted white, 
with a green metal roof. In the past, the barn 
was used for dairy and milking, and storing 
grain, hay and straw. Today, Herbert Knapke, 
7927 Brockman Road, Celina, uses the barn to 
store grain, hay and straw. 
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This big old white barn, with the green ga
bled roof, is over a century old, being built in 
the 1880's. The barn has been used for livestock 
and feed. The barn is owned by Earl Brockman, 
8855 Brockman Road, New Bremen. 

Jerome and Doris Ann Will, 7189 Brockman 
Road, own this bank barn, which is painted red, 
with white-trimmed doors, complemented with 
the white triangle in the gable end. The barn, 
built in 1893, was used (or cattle, horse stables, 
hay and grain storage. Today, the barn is used 
for cattle, hogs, hay and straw. 
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This interior view of Jerome Will's barn, 
shows the huge posts and beam, but also shows 
the grain chute, from the upper level. 

This interior view of Jerome Will's barn 
gives a view of the wooden-pinned, hand hewn 
beam, which supports the post beneath the pur
lin plate supporting the roof. 



This interior view of Jerome Will's barn 
gives a view of the length of the barn, and the 
framing technique of the beams and posts, sup
porting the purlin plate and rafters of the roof. 

This big barn has center rafters cut with an 
axe. Ward Preston added on to the barn about 
1925. The barn was used to raise beef and dairy 
cattle and today it is used to raise dairy heifers. 
Arthur Eyink, 6929 State Route 219, Celina, 
owns this red barn, trimmed in white, with the 
white triangle in the gable end. 
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A gothic or rainbow arched roofline caps 
this barn, with the KRAMER family name on 
the front, above the date of building 1927. This 
red barn is highlighted with white trim. on the 
doors, and the white triangle at the roof peak. 
This barn, which was built by Alfred Tontrup, 
was used for dairy and hay storage. Today, 
Darrell and Vicki Kramer, 8731 St. Rt. · 219, 
Celina, own this barn, and the barn is used for 
beef cattle, hogs, and hay and straw. 

This barn, located at the corner of Clover 
Four Road and Botkins Road, belongs to Fred 
G. Hirschfeld, 8340 Clover Four Road, Celina. 
This barn was originally located on the north 
end of the farm. During 1953 and 1954, the barn 
was dismantled by Edwin E. Hirschfeld and the 
frame reconstructed on the south end of the 
farm along Clover Four Road. New siding and 
roofing was then added. The red barn is 
trimmed with white arches on the doors, and a 
white triangle at the peak of the end wall. 



Fred Hirschfeld's barn when it was being 
reconstructed at the corner of Clover Four 
Road and Botkins Road. 

Fred Hirschfeld's barn, as it was being re
constructed at the corner of Clover Four Road 
and Botkins Road. The barn has a new tin roof 
and some of the siding. 

This barn belongs to Fred G. Hirschfeld, 
8340 Clover Four Road, Celina. In the past, the 
barn was used for livestock production and hay 
and grain storage; today the barn is used for 
storage. The red barn has the three windows 
placed at three corners of the triangle, with a 
white triangle painted at the gable peak. The 
double doors are not only trimmed with white 
arches, but also have the diamond windows. 
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This large bank barn used to set on the Dale 
Dippold farm, 3804 Cassella/Montezuma . Road, 
Celina. The Frank Heyne family owned the 
farm and they no longer had use for the barn; 
the barn also needed a lot of work done to it. So 
they decided to tear it down in the mid 1950's. 
On this photograph, the bank is on the other 
side of the barn. On this side, the two pairs of 
double doors at the level of the threshing floor 
can be seen. They could use these double doors 
to open and throw hay down to the cattle; they 
could also open these double doors at the time 
of threshing. 

This barn is 96 feet long, 50 feet wide, and 
38 feet high, and is now setting on the Steve and 
Nancy Broering farm. The barn will soon be 
moved to the Dale and Bonnie Dippold farm. 
The plans for the barn are to raise steers and 
hogs in it; they will also use the barn for stor
age of machinery, hay, straw, and other needed 
storage. 

Looking at the history of the barn, the barn 
was owned by a Brockman family, then the 
Frank Meyer Family, then the Frank 
Schwieterman Family owned it in 1922. Frank's 
son, Arthur and Mary Schwieterman owned it 
next; Arthur died in 1930 and Mary remarried 
in 1934 to Ted Jutte. They remodeled the barn in 
1947. They put the cement floor and stanchions 
in for Grade A milk. At this time, the silo was 
taken down. In 1946, the concrete silo and milk 
house were put up. This farm was then pur
chased by Steve and Nancy Broering in the 
1980's. They no longer have a use for the barn, 
and are selling it to Dale and Bonnie Dippold. 



This place is located at 3859 Cassella Mon
tezuma Road, Celina, and was owned by John 
and Bertha Moeller as of the autumn of 1990. It 
is operated by their son Luke. In 1973, the farm 
was bought by John from his mother Anna 
Moeller; Anna and her husband Dan Moeller 
had purchased it from her parents Joseph and 
Elizabeth Severt in 1905. 

This is an old photograph of the Moeller 
farm, 3859 Cassella Montezuma Road, Celina. 
The stone plaque on the front of the house, is 
dated 1880; often the big barns were built before 
the brick houses. Looking closely at the old 
photograph, one can see that a person could 
walk under the bridge between the bank and the 
barn. This barn has been used for housing 
horses and cattle and mules, as well as storing 
hay, straw, wheat and oats. Today, the barn is 
still used for cattle, and for storing hay, straw 
and grain. 
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This attractive red barn is trimmed in 
white, and has a gable roof. Gary Rose, 3586 
County Road 716 A, Celina, owns this barn, 
which is used to house calves and younger heif
ers and dry cows. They also store hay and 
straw and some feed in the barn. Gary Rose 
purchased the farm in January 1992, from his 
father Oscar Rose, who in 1930 had purchased 
the farm from his father John Rose, who had 
purchased the farm from Jacob Heyne, who had 
inherited it from his father John Heyne. Some 
of the deeds are dated as far back as 1864. 

Duane and Kelli Fagaly's bank barn is lo
cated at 4103 County Road 716 A., Celina. Har
mon Henry Schwieterman purchased the farm 
in 1864 and married Anna Bertke in 1871. They 
lived in a small house for three years when the 
house (now standing in 1993) was built. The 
barn was probably built at that time or a little 
before. They had ten children; nine were born 
in the new house. The youngest child, Mary, 
was married to Julius Dabbelt January 18, 1916. 
They lived on the farm with Anna until her 
death in 1937, when they purchased the farm. 
Mary and Julius Dabbelt had six children, Nor
bert, Ruth, Bernice, Martin, Luke, and Thomas, 
all born on this farm. Thomas married Marjory 
Schulte June 12, 1951, and purchased the farm 
from his mother in 1959. Mary lived with Tom 
and Marjory for many years. Tom and Marjory 
had three daughters, Kathleen, Janice, and 
Diane, while living there. The farm was sold to 
Duane and Kelli Fagaly in 1987 and is owned by 
them at this time. They have three children, 
Laurel, Dixie, and Alec. The barn is banked; 
the milking parlor and cow stable is below and 
the hay and machinery storage above. The barn 
is currently used as a dairy. 



This view shows the back side of the barn 
belonging to Duane and Kelli Fagaly, 4103 
County Road 716 A. 

This view of the Duane and Kelli Fagaly 
Farm, 4103 County Road 716 A, is in the 1900 
MERCER COUNTY ATLAS, when the place be
longed to H.H. Schwieterman. Note the 
windpump (windmill) and wooden fences. 

264 

This barn is located on the Charles 
Schwieterman farm, located at 4339 Mercer 
County Road 716 A, Celina. This was the Henry 
Klosterman Sr. home farm; Ruben (Rub) Klos
terman built the barn around 1885, out of hand 
hewn logs. The barn measures 46 feet wide, 84 
feet long and 50 feet high. The timbers in the 
barn are hand hewn with pieces measuring 12" 
x 16" x 48' long. If one looks closely, one can see 
the cross beams extending through the wall, be
neath the eaves. The barn has been used to 
house cattle, and store grain, hay and straw. 

Henry Klosterman, Sr. purchased the land 
May 13, 1972. After his death in 1875, his widow 
resided here with their son Rudolph and his 
wife. She transferred the land to Rudolph, who 
built the barn; he owned the farm until 1934. 
This photograph shows the barn in the process 
of being demolished in 1989. This place is lo
cated at 4555 Mercer County Road 716 A and is 
owned by the Schwieterman family. 



John and Mary Schwieterman married in 
1962 and moved to this farm, at 4654 Mercer 
County Road 716 A, Celina. This white barn with 
the gable roof, has a bank to the front double 
doors. 

A thank you goes to Mr. and Mrs. Norbert 
Wilker, 7705 Mercer County Road 219 A, Celina, 
for helping Joyce Alig in Franklin Township, by 
returning some of the photographs and en
couraging the farmers to put their barns in this 
book. 

Roger S. Niekamp's barn, 4318 Harrison 
Road, Celina, was built about the turn of the 
century, c. 1900. Five lightning rods stand 
across the ridge of the gable roof; note the low 
pitch of the gable roof. The red barn is trimmed 
in white, with a white triangle at the gable end. 
Four diamond windows with four panes each 
are centered at eye level on the barn doors. The 
basketball board is there for the kids, old and 
young alike. The barn has been used for cattle, 
threshing, hay and straw storage. Today, the 
barn is used for milking and cattle, hay and 
straw storage, the same as in the past, except 
for threshing. 
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This is an old photograph of Roger S. 
Niekamp's barn, 4318 Harrison Road. The 
weathered buildings are unpainted and have the 
original roofs. A board fence encloses the barn 
yard. Note the width of this barn in comparison 
with the length, as well as the pitch of the roof. 

This barn stands at Harrison Road and is 
owned by Norbert and Bernice Wilker, 7705 
County Road 219 A., Celina. The barn was built 
probably about 1875. This barn has been used 
for dairy, and storing hay, straw and machin
ery. From the deeds, the land is on the east half 
of the northeast quarter of section thirty three 
(33), town six (6), south, Range three (3) east, 
less twenty (20) acres off the north and thereof; 
and the northeast quarter of the southeast quar
ter of the same section, containing in all, one 
hundred (100) acres. The year 1835, the land 
went from the United States Government to 
Stephen Sprague, then to Joseph T. Wilkinson. 
The year 1873, Jos. T. Wilkerson to James M. 
Long, then to Hubert Dabbelt, then to wife of 
Hubert (Catherine) Dabbelt. February 25, 1875, 
the land to James M. Long and Amanda; on 
July 16, 1882 to John Wilker, then the land went 
to Mrs. Anna Wilker, wife of Ben Wilker, De
cember 24, 1934. Then the land went from Anna 
Wilker to son Linus Wilker, June 29, 1945; then 
to Linus' brother Norbert Wilker, January 22, 
1951, who is the present owner. The house has 
been renovated. The barn on this place is 100' x 
50'. The land has always been used for farming. 
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The Benanzer barn was built in 1918 by 
Wm. R. Fors, Contractor; the owners were 
John and Josephine Benanzer. John passed 
away December 31, 1926; the farm went to his 
wife Josephine. She passed away February 14, 
1958 and the farm went to the oldest son Ben Be
nanzer. He passed away May 1, 1984 and the 
farm then was sold to Bill Benanzer, the pre
sent owner. The farm consists of 120 acres with 
no woods and no open ditches. The barn was 
used to raise Poll Short Horn Cattle. At the pre
sent time, the barn is used to store machinery. 
The ground is farmed by Mr. and Mrs. Everett 
Frank who live across the road. This red barn 
is trimmed in white, with white triangles at the 
top corners of the stable doors, and a white 
triangle at the peak of the end wall, beneath the 
gambrel roof. The small rectangular windows 
are trimmed in white. 1920 B. BENANZER is 
neatly lettered across this wall. This barn 
stands on the west side of Harrison Road, North 
of 219 A. 

266 

"The Reservoir Farm" residence of J.H. 
Monroe, was the name given to this farm in the 
1882 HISTORY OF VAN WERT AND MERCER 
COUNTY, OHIO book. The barn has three 
cupolas, with pyramid roofs and louvered sides, 
across the roof ridge. In the back ground, one 
can see the old locomotive, in this drawing. In 
the foreground, one can see the rail fence 
separating the drive and the livestock and poul
try . 
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1902 BUCKEYE FARM D S MONROE is 
written across the front of this barn, which 
stood on State Route 219, just across from the 
airport. The house on the photograph is still 
standing, but the barn is gone. 

When David S. Monroe bought the farm, 
there was a bank barn to the north of this barn. 
This was done when David's son Ernest Monroe 
was in grade school; Ernest went to the old 
frame Burntwood school (located at NE corner 
of Green Rd. and Coldwater Creek Rd.,) before 
he went to Montezuma school. David built both 
the house and the barn. On the photograph, 
from left to right, Ray Monroe (David's son), 
Ernest Monroe, David Monroe. Standing in the 
barn door was Oran Monroe, David's son. This 
photograph belongs to Wilma Monroe, daughter 
of Ernest and granddaughter of David Monroe. 



Joseph Petrie learned the blacksmith trade 
under Alexander Wyckoff at Celina, from 1875 
to 1881. He worked for other blacksmiths and in 
1890 opened a blacksmith and horseshoeing 
shop in Montezuma. In 1898, he commenced the 
manufacture of carriages and buggies. In 1899, 
he was so successful, he enlarged his building 
and added another structure. This photograph 
is from the 1900 MERCER COUNTY, OHIO 
ATLAS, page 81. Blacksmiths played an impor
tant role in the rural heritage of this county. 

This lovely old photograph shows the place 
of Bernice Reichert's Grandfather's farm. The 
main barn has a shed addition to the right. The 
home, as well as other out buildings, are also on 
the oval photograph. 
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Mrs. Steve Karafit's barn, 6800 State Route 
219, Celina, was built about 1875-1880 by Allen 
Palmer. In the past, the barn has been used for 
horses, cattle, and hay storage. Today, the barn 
is used for ·a horse and cattle barn. The barn is 
built, so that the main double doors of the barn 
are at a higher level than the sliding doors to 
the west side. Barns which can be entered at 
ground level at different floors on the barn are 
cailed Grundscheier barns. 

This interior view of Mrs. Steve Karafit's 
barn shows the hand hewn posts and beams. 
The grain bin is supported by logs. 



This old photograph of Mrs. Steve Karafit's 
home shows an 1895 view, with Allen Palmer, 
Arthur Palmer, Ernest Palmer, Grace Palmer 
Riley, Charles Palmer, Electa Brandon 
Palmer, and baby. When this brick home was 
built, they moved into the home in 1887. 

This interesting old barn was built in 1875 
and stands at 6887 State Route 219, and belongs 
to Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Kittle, 101 West 
Main Street, Montezuma, OH 45866. The barn 
has been used to house livestock, feed and hay. 
The size of this barn is 35' x 70' with a 13' lean 
to on the west end. It is 12' to the eaves and 27 
foot to the top of the gable. The earliest resi
dents and/or owners were perhaps the "Elder" 
family from the early 1900's or before. The con
struction of the main 50' west end was of hand 
hewn timbers where 6" or larger timbers were 
needed. Rafters and braces were from rough 
sawn lumber. The 15' east end of the building 
has a concrete foundation constructed of sawn 
lumber. Four horse stables occupy this area. 
This shows signs of later or second phase con
struction. The barn siding is ship lap design and 
may have been the second time around. The 
area between the lean to and west end of the 
building, the siding is in a very much deterior
ated condition. This planking is 1" x 12" to 16" 
which suggests it was very likely the original 
siding. (written by R.M. Kittle) 
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If one looks closely, one can see the cross 
beams of the barn are extending through the 
wall, beneath the eaves of this big old barn, 
which stands at 8419 St. Rt. 219, at the corner of 
Behm Road. This was the Speckman farm in 
the past; today it belongs to Robert and Joyce 
Turner, 7643 Walmac Street, Huber Heights, OH 
45424. The old barn has the original standing 
seam tin roof. The hand hewn beams are 
wooden pegged. At one time there was a thresh
ing floor, but it has been replaced with con
crete. The barn had a feeding area for live
stock, as well as the hay mow. The barn has an 
attached corn crib to the right end, plus an area 
for machinery storage. Today, the barn is used 
for hay storage, and feeding market cattle. 
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This beautiful old painting of the Joseph 

Back's farm belongs to Joan Gast, St. Henry. 
The gambrel roofed barn was built in the early 
1900's by L.L. Sheeley. Two dormers are on the 
side of the roof. Ten windows are on the end 
wall of the barn. (There were pigeon holes at 
the top of the end wall, with boxes for the pi
geon nests on the inside of the wall.) The straw 
stack stands to the side of the barn. The 
windpump (or windmill) stands next to the silo. 
The barn was originally a horse barn. Today, 
this barn stands a mile and a half east of Mon
tezuma on Rt. 219 A, and belongs to Patrick 
Schmitmeyer. 



The barn and the house on this photogaph 
look much like they did on the painting of the 
place. This farm belongs to Patrick Schmit
meyer and stands a mile and a half east of Mon
tezuma, on Rt. 219 A. The barn was originally a 
horse barn, then it was converted to a dairy 
barn; then to a hog operation. 

Norbert and Bernice Wilker, 7705 County 
Road 219 A, Celina own this barn which was 
probably built about 1886. The barn is situated 
in Franklin Township, the north half of the 
south-west quarter of section twenty seven (27), 
Town six (6), South, Range three (3) east, con
taining eighty (80) acres of land. February 25, 
1886, Rose Crocket to Martha Selby (sec. 27) 80 
acres; after her death, the farm to Isaac Selby. 
Same section went to Chas. Selby, and to James 
A. Morrow, (sec. 27) 1903. February 1923, the 80 
acres, same (sec. 27) from James A. Morrow to 
Ben Wilker. Then November 9, 1945, the farm 
went from Ben and Anna Wilker to Norbert 
Wilker. This same land, less 1.22 acres went to 
Jane Wilker Kuhn and John Kuhn, from Nor
bert Wilker, August 28, 1974. A school stood 
there at one time. The barn was 75' x 50' at 
first; a lean was added later. The barn was 
moved from the center of the farm to its pre
sent location. The land has always been used 
for farming. This aerial photograph is dated 
June 2, 1953. 
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This bank barn, with the green siding and 
gable roof, originally belonged to Charles and 
Emma Dorsten. Today, the barn is Ray Cum
mins' barn, and is located at 4231 Guadalupe 
Road, Celin·a. Mrs. Stanley Dues is the daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Cummins. 

Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Schmitmeyer's barn, 
4321 Guadalupe Road, Celina, was built in 1941 
by the Hoge Lumber Company; the owner at 
that time was Henry Synck. On the back of this 
September 1941 photograph is written: "The 
new barn and two Portland silos; the barn is not 
yet quite completed, as it is still without spout
ing and doors. The milk room too is yet to be 
constructed on the south side. The barn, as all 
the farm buildings, are painted white with 
green roofs." In 1962 Mr. and Mrs. Ernest 
Schmitmeyer purchased the farm from Henry 
Synck; in 1979, Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Schmit
meyer bought the farm from Ernest Schmit
meyer. There have been few improvements to 
the barn, but it basically remains the same. 
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This old photograph of Patrick Schmit
meyer's barn, 4321 Guadalupe Road, shows the 
last span of the east wing being erected on a 
Saturday morning in June 1941. 

This is another old photograph of Patrick 
Schmitmeyer's barn, 4321 Guadalupe Road, 
which shows the framing of the barn in 1941. 
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This barn is located at 7888 Guadalupe 
Road, Celina, and is owned by John and Mary 
Schwieterman since 1974. The barn was remod
eled in 1982. Today the barn is used for dairy 
heifers. Prior to 1974 the barn was in the Otte 
family since 1904 . 

This white barn with the gable roof is lo
cated at 7792 Guadalupe Road, Celina, and is 
owned by John and Mary Schwieterman since 
1967. The barn was remodeled in 1975. Today 
the barn is used for dairy steers. 



Norman Selhorst's barn, 6633 Clover Four 
Road, Celina, was built before 1896. The red 
barn is trimmed in white. The present milking 
house, parlor, and utility room, used to be four 
horse stables and one bull pen. Others who lived 
here were: Jerome Selhorst (Norman's father), 
Gregor Wolters (Jerome's wife's uncle), 
Richard and Mathilda Wolters (Norman's 
grandparents), Gerhard and Frances 
(Niekamp) Wolters (Norman's great grandpa
rents) and Frances (Niekamp) Wolters' par
ents, and Norman's great great grandparents. 
In the past, the barn was used for horses and 
grain. Today, the barn is for milking, storage of 
hay, straw and oats, housing heifers, and a 
maternity stable. 

Martin Schmitmeyer's barn stands at 7063 
Brockman Road, Celina. The barn was built in 
the late 1890's; the timbers were axed out by 
Vent Shaup's foot axe. The white barn is 
trimmed in green as are the sliding doors. A 
pent roof to the end wall is used for protection 
from the elements. The top of the barn is used 
for hay and straw; the lower level is used for 
livestock. 
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BROCK'S RV CENTER 

Back in 1971, Ralph Brackman started an 
RV dealership in his garage. He offered quality 
products and friendly service. And, during the 
next 20 years his business grew as his family 
and employees supported and assisted him in 
various positions within the dealership. And 
now the dealership ownership has passed on to 
the second generation. His children, Connie, 
Ron, and Mike are dedicated to their custom
ers' satisfaction as are Tony, Ralph, and 
Jeanette. 

Brock's now proudly offers the full line of 
Shasta travel trailers, fifth wheels, truck camp
ers and mini-motorhomes. The Amerigo line of
fers the amenities of a travel trailer with the 
light weight of a fold-down camper. Brock's 
sells high quality fiberglass truck caps at 
reasonable prices. Their service team has over 
40 years experience repairing RV's. They also 
install hitches, truck and van accessories (run
ning boards, bedliners, etc.), and do trailer wir
ing. The parts and accessories store is being re
modeled and expanded and offers hundreds of 
RV items. Please, feel free to stop in sometime. 
Brock's is open 8:30 to 5:00 Monday through 
Friday and 9: 00 to 1 : 00 on Saturday and even
ings by appointment. Just call 268-2025. Brock's 
RV Center is located at 6101 St. Rt. 219, Celina. 
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Al H. Buschur built this barn in 1916, at 4914 
Gause Road, Coldwater. This barn was used to 
house cattle and horses, and to store hay and 
straw. The barn is used to store farm imple
ments and miscellaneous, by the current owner 
Irene M. (Buschur) Gaerke. Irene wrote the fol
lowing: "This barn and all the other buildings 
on the farm were built of timber grown on the 
farm. I can remember stacks of lumber drying 
on the barn lot. It was almost destroyed in 1936 
by fire. We were threshing grain and the straw 
was piled in a stack behind the barn. We were 
almost finished and were capping the straw pile 
with a nice peak when someone yelled, 'fire! ' 
The fire started at the peak and burned the en
tire stack. It was the heroic efforts of the 
threshing crew and the Coldwater Fire Depart
ment that saved the barn. The siding was char
red and the paint peeled off." 

This barn was standing before the Civil 
War, when John Grear, the owner, built this 
barn in 1860. John Grear's son, Ralph Grear, re
moved the gable roof and replaced it with a hip 
roof about 1910. (Some people call this a gam
brel roof.) The bottom part of this old barn is 
made of hand-hewn logs. Very few barns in this 
county date back to 1860. This barn has always 
been used for livestock and hay storage. The 
present owner is Ralph Kahlig, 5065 Gause 
Road (formerly 3336 Menchhofer Road). 
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In the past, this barn was used to store hay, 
straw, small grain, and to house various farm 
animals; cows, horses, etc. Today, the barn be
longs to Daniel D. Kemper, 3881 Wessel Road, 
Coldwater. They remodeled this barn from top 
to bottom in 1977. This remodeling included the 
removal of the old threshing floor and grain 
bins, to make room for machinery storage. This 
red barn, with the white trim, has four lightning 
rods standing on the ridge of the white roof. The 
Kemper family use the barn for farm machin
ery, and to store hay and straw. 

John Smith Hickman Burch is standing by 
his barns and windmill on his home place, lo
cated on Karch Road. Mr. Burch is the grand
father of Virginia Cordier. Today, this property 
belongs to T .L. Jutte. On the photograph, notice 
how the wooden fence is made, and that there is 
also a wire fence. 



. . 

Theodore Penno has this barn at 4100 Bur
kettsville St. Henry Road, Coldwater. The old 
barn was built almost a century ago, in 1897, 
probably by Theodore's Great Grandfather Ted 
Penno, or else his Grandfather Frank Penno. In 
the past, the barn was used for horses and 
cows, hay and straw. Today, the barn is used 
for hogs. Note the main crossbeam that is ex
tended the width of the barn and is exposed be
neath the eaves, just above the north side of the 
double doors. 

James and Cindy Bernard's barn, 4151 Bur
kettsville St. Henry Road, Coldwater, is located 
at the historic site of the Stukenborg Cane Mill. 
The Stukenborg family may have built this barn 
or it may have been there before the Cane Mill 
was started in 1892. This barn is unique in that 
it appears to be the only barn in Mercer County 
that has three stars or snowflakes cut out of the 
gable end wall; if one looks closely one may see 
that the stars each have seven points. The car
penter was surely illustrating his mathematical 
and/or geometrical talents when he designed 
and cut three stars with seven points each. 
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This interior view of James and Cindy Ber
nard's barn, not only shows the three stars cut 
out of the gable end wall, it shows that that ver
tical siding was placed just far enough apart to 
permit ventilation. This also shows the hand 
hewn cross beam, which not only is supported 
by vertical posts beneath it, but also supports 
purloin support posts. See the next photograph . 

This interior view of James and Cindy Ber
nard's barn also shows the three stars cut in the 
end wall, as well as the smaller door to enter 
the mow. Note that the cross beam is supported 
by vertical posts which have two diagonal sup
ports. The mow is supported by beams resting 
on the cross beams. 



Urban Bernard is checking the cane, which 
would soon be pressed into molasses, at the 
cane mill, in this October 1978 photograph. The 
Stukenborg Cane Mill was established in 1892 by 
John Stukenborg. John's son, Ben Stukenborg, 
operated this mill from 1917, until his death in 
1961. Ben's daughter Lillian Stukenborg mar
ried Urban Bernard. After Ben's death, Urban 
Bernard continued operating the mill until 1981, 
when he rented the mill to Nick Kahlig, who op
erated the mill until it closed in the autumn of 
1985. Urban (Katie) Bernard then sold the mill 
to Aaron Schwartz, who with his family oper
ates the mill in Spencerville, Indiana. Urban 
Bernard has retired and lives at 2352 Collins 
Drive, Sidney, Ohio 45361. Over the years, 
others of the Stukenborg family helped with the 
mill and they employed nearly all the neighbors 
to help, at one time or another. The Stukenborg 
Cane Mill was located at 4151 Burkettsville St. 
Henry Road, Coldwater, where James and 
Cindy Bernard live today. (James is a nephew 
of Urban Bernard.) 
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Urban "Katie" Bernard is checking a jar of 
molasses, in this October 1978 photograph. This 
is the end product of a season of growing cane. 
The process began with the farmers planting 
the seed in mid May. The growing season con
sisted of a five month period in which the sugar 
cane grew to maturity. In September, the cane 
was cut, stripped and taken to the Cane Mill, at 
4151 Burkettsville St. Henry Road. The cane 
was tied in bundles. Each owner was given a 
specific number and pile to keep the cane sepa
rate from the other bundles waiting to be pro
cessed. The juice of the sugar cane was ex
tracted with a heavy press and pumped to a re
ceiving tank in the building. Slowly the juice 
was piped to numerous cooking vats in which 
the impurities were taken out. The syrup like 
material was cooked at 230 degrees for nearly 
90 minutes before the end product was 
achieved. It took about eight gallons of juice to 
make a gallon of molasses. During a busy sea
son, they made 2500 to 4000 gallons. During 
World War II in the 1940's, sugar was rationed 
and people came to the cane mill for molasses 
to use as a sweetener. When Ben Stukenborg 
was running the mill in the 1940's, he ran two 
shifts, day and night, and had a few hundred 
customers. For example, in 1944, they pressed 
cane and made molasses for 315 customers. In 
1946, they pressed cane and made molasses for 
537 customers; for an example, on September 6, 
1946, they did ten jobs of pressing cane and 
completing it, with a total of 203 gallons that 
day. 



This 1978 photograph shows the cane mill 
building at the Stukenborg Cane Mill, located at 
4151 Burkettsville St. Henry Road, Coldwater. 
Left to Right, Nick Kahlig, Urban Bernard, De
lores Kahlig (Ed's wife), Carol Kahlig (Nick's 
wife), and two guests on the September 1978 
Mercer County Farm Tour, touring the cane 
mill. Nick and Urban were explaining the cane 
mill process to guests that weekend. 

Just a light covering of snow whitens the 
barnlot in front of this white barn, with the 
black gable roof, which belongs to Bernadette 
Holdheide, 4293 Burkettsville-St. Henry Road, 
Coldwater. Bernadette tells that the oldest deed 
she has to this farm is dated 1906; she suggests 
the barn was probably built in 1906 and remod
eled by Henry Holdheide. In the past, the barn 
was used for dairy cattle and hay. 
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Charles Siefring's barn at 4938 Bur
kettsville-St. Henry Road, Coldwater, was built 
in 1908, by Ben Selhorst. The barn was used for 
dairy and beef. Daryl, age four, is playing in 
the yard. 

This is how Charles Siefring's barn looks 
today. Comparing the two photographs, one can 
see the exterior changes from the remodeling of 
the barn. 



When the editor stopped by Charles Sie
fring's place in April 1992, this Easter scene 
caught her eye. 

William C. Granger built this barn in 1912. 
The barn was used for hay storage and shelter 
for horses, cows and sheep. This long-sloped 
roof makes for an unusual entrance with its ga
bled roof. Herbert Siefring, 5058 Burkettsville
St. Henry Road, Coldwater, owns this barn, 
which is located on Karch Road. Today, this 
unique barn is used for storage for straw. 
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Ray Staehler and Bernard Siefring, Sr., 
with the help of the Siefring Brothers, built this 
barn, using lumber from their farms in 1954. 
The barn was built quickly because of the nice 
weather. In the past, the barn was used for 
milking and hay and straw storage. The barn is 
being used for storage and hogs by today's 
owner, Bernard Siefring, 5130 Burkettsville St. 
Henry Road, Coldwater. The barn stands on the 
east side of the road. The dinnerbell in the 
foreground has called many farmers to the din
ner table. 

This barn was built in 1907, with hewn logs 
and wooden pegs, by Jacob Huwer. Horses were 
located on the east side of the barn; the horse 
stable doors can still be seen on the end wall. 
Milk cows were housed on the west side of the 
barn. Straw and hay were stored in the barn. 
This place was in the Huwer family until it was 
bought by Bernard and Mary M. Siefring on 
June 15, 1970. The barn will possibly be torn 
down in the near future, because of its poor con
dition. At present, the barn is used for hogs and 
for storing straw. The barn stands on the west 
side of the road, and belongs to Bernard Sie
fring, 5130 Burkettsville-St. Henry Road. 



Jerome T. Knapke is standing with his fam
ily in front of their barn at 5450 Burkettsville-St. 
Henry Road, Coldwater. This white barn, with 
the green gambrel roof, was built in 1935 by Hen 
Pohl. A shed roofed extension has been built to 
the back of the barn. Another building echoes 
the same colors and roofline as the barn. In the 
past, the barn has been used as a dairy farm 
and a hog farm. Today, the Knapke family uses 
the barn to raise hogs. 

This barn was built in the early 1900's, and 
stands at 3344 St. Anthony Road. The barn has 
been used to raise steers, cows, heifers, and a 

· pony. Today, the owner, Jerome Knapke, 5450 
Burkettsville-St. Henry Road, uses the barn to 
raise sows. 
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This barn goes back at least seventy years 
ago, and belongs to L.C. (Peanuts) Werling. 
The barn has been used for sheep. The octa
gonal window is unique in the gable end wall. 
With new siding and a night light on the wall, 
the barn looks new. Today, the Rob and Sharon 
Oesterle family live at this place, 5996 Bur
kettsville-St. Henry Road. 

Holly and Arie Oesterle are· standing in 
front of the barn at 5996 Burkettsville-St. Henry 
Road. This view of the barn shows the extension 
to the east. 



Bill and Alice Benanzer purchased this 
farm in 1956 from Harold Peters. (Before 
Harold Peters, this was the Joe Depweg farm.) 
In 1990, the Benanzers sold the place to their 
daughter and son-in-law, Fred and Nancy 
Riethman. This barn is an old barn; the beams 
are pinned with wooden pins. Today, the barn 
has new white siding, with green trim. Wm. J. 
Benanzer's name can been seen lettered across 
the front of the barn. In the past, the barn was 
used for general farming and Grade A milking 
by Bill Benanzer. At the present, the barn is 
used for the Benanzer Nursery Inc., 3366 State 
Route 118, two miles south of Coldwater. 

Arthur Bettinger built this barn, with 
lumber off the farm. Arthur and Pete Kluding 
are putting lightning rods on the building, in 
1929. The other two buildings are older. Today, 
this is Carl Bettinger's place, 3792 St. Rt. 118, 
Coldwater. 
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Arthur Bettinger on his Case V AC 1948 trac
tor, with a New Idea Spreader, are in front of 
the barn. Today, this is Carl Bettinger's place, 
3792 St. Rt. 118. 

William Pohl purchased this farm, at 4043 
State Route 118, July 29, 1905, from Phillip and 
Anna Kirach for $6500. William's relatives and 
friends thought he would surely lose the farm · 
because of the five percent interest rate at that 
time. (The Kirach family originally bought it 
from Phillip Young on June 14, 1876 for $6000.) 
During those earlier years, in the barn, indi
vidual stables stood on the east side for milking 
cows. On the other side of the barn, they kept 
their horses, usually numbering from eight to 
ten. Marvin Moeller owns the barn today. 



A lot of the original beams are still in this 
barn at 4043 State Route 118. However, Marvin 
Moeller, the present owner, gradually replaced 
the beams when he noticed cracks in them. 
Marvin has remodeled quite a lot of the interior 
so he could raise feeder pigs today. Comparing 
these two photographs, taken from different di
rections, one can see the original barn still 
standing, in addition to the other buildings on 
this farm. 

Jerome Homan's barn, 4210 State Route 118, 
Coldwater, is typical of the gable-roofed barns 
being built in the early 1900's. The milk house 
was added later. Jerome Homan still uses the 
barn for a dairy operation, even though, at one 
time, the barn housed both cows and horses. 
The basketball net on the front of the barn 
shows the children play, as well as work, on the 
farm. 
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William Forsthoefel, in 1933, built this barn 
at 610 South Second Street, Coldwater. He 
started in the milking business after the depre
ssion; milking, bottling, and selling door to door 
for five cents a quart. They had thirteen stan
chions on each side, and they could milk 
twenty-six cows at a time, with a DeLavel Milk
ing Machine. Under the triangular hay hood, 
one can see the hay door, which falls forward to 
open. A rope and pulley would be used to close 
the door. The hay track down the center of the 
barn is still there. The Portland silo is made of 
100 pound pre-poured slab cement, with re-in
forcing rods holding it together. The circular 
slabs are twelve feet in diameter and fit to
gether with tongue and groove. The top slab is 
not notched for decoration, it is merely made 
this way, for the next slab to fit it. The silo is 
fifty-four feet high, and was built in 1942. This is 
a 1943 photograph. 

William Forsthoef el continued this business 
at 610 South Second Street, Coldwater, until the 
mid-fifties when labor was short and times 
changed. Raw whole dairy .. products milking 
ceased in the mid-sixties. Selling processed 
milk products was continued through current 
times by the youngest son James Forsthoefel. 
Times also have changed in the styles of dairy 
transportation, as can be seen by comparing the 
two dairy vehicles in the two photographs. The 
photograph is dated January 1991. 



This farm, at 4934 State Route 118, Coldwa
ter, was bought by August Sanning, February 
14, 1900 from J.A. Heckler. In 1913, the original 
barn burned down. In 1914, August Sanning built 
this barn. In October 13, 1944, Julius Sanning 
bought the farm from the Estate. Julius San
ning passed away, so now the farm is in Al
frieda Sanning's name. This barn has been used 
to store hay, grain, and for cattle and machin
ery. 

The Linus Pohl family have this barn at 
5290 State Route 118, Coldwater. Frank and 
Mary Birkmeyer built all the buildings in the 
late 1890's. This barn was built of sawed lumber 
that was framed with wooden pegs. No nails 
were used until the rafters, roof and siding were 
put on. The timbers that support the top story 
was made of trees; 15 to 18 inches in diameter 
and sawed on two sides, and laid across the 
lower frame; a few of them still have the bark 
on them. The floor on the second story has a 
double floor, throughout the entire upper story; 
this was called a threshing floor, and had to 
support the heavy threshing machines. The 
slate roof on the barn, to the best of their knowl
edge, is the original roof. The foundation was 
replaced in the 1950's; the original was brick. 
Ninety percent of the siding is made of hard yel
low pine. This brown glazed silo was built in the 
early 1900's. Looking closely, one can see where 
the second addition was made to this silo. (This 
silo is one of the few in the entire county, which 
has been made of glazed tile, which the editor 
has seen.) 
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This view of the Linus Pohl barn shows the 
view of the bank to the barn, with the connect
ing bridge. The bridge was put there to allow 
room for the horse stable doors to open. 

Lela Mae Baker, Coldwater, wrote the fol
lowing story about this barn in Butler Town
ship. "My grandfather Jacob Baker was one of 
the first settlers in Butler Township in 1836, ac
cording to the 1978 Mercer County History 
Book, page 83. Coldwater was the center of vast 
and dense area of the finest virgin timber, huge 
trees of hickory, ash, oak, elm, walnut, etc. My 
father Benjamin Baker was owner of present 
farm and he built the barn in the early 1900's. 
The barn· was built of native timber from his 
own woods. A sawmill, which was powered by a 
wood/coal steam engine, was moved onto the 
premises. What is now Buschor Road, was a 
mud road, and logs were brought by horses 
hitched to bob sleds. Horses were used for 
power for barn raising." 



Another view of the Baker barn. The gin 
pole can be seen still standing. 

This view of the completed Baker barn, 
shows the window above the double doors; 
which are trimmed in white, with the white 
triangles at the top corners of the doors. This 
barn was 104 feet long on the west side. One 
year, five little colts were raised and later 
broke and used for farming. "Our treasured 
trees," 47 acres, were donated in 1991 to the 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources, to be 
known in the future as the "Baker Woods Pre
serve." 
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This 40 foot by 60 foot old post and brace 
barn, was built about 1875 by Lou Gray. Origi
nally the barn was used for storage of grain in 
the sheaf, to be threshed. Later the barn housed 
horses, cows, hay, and farm machinery. This 
barn is located at 5847 State Route 118, Celina. 
The owner, Platt Decamp, sawed the wood out 
of the woods on the farm, and built the addition 
on the south. Platt also added the 22 foot shed 
on the west side. The barn is now 88 foot long, 
and is used for storage of odds and ends. 

George and Jeanette Fisher house Ap
paloosa horses in their barn at 5977 State Route · 
118. This barn is unique with its diamond win
dows above and centered on the double doors, 
as well as to each side. Not too many barn doors 
have the double crossed bracing, as this one 
does. The pent roof on the north side shelters 
the horse stable doors. The inner support struc
ture of the barn is made of the hand-hewn 
beams; some with the outer bark still on them. 
In the past, the barn was used as a Bull Farm. 



Leonard Homan's Barn, 4761 Fleetfoot 
Road, Coldwater, was built in 1946, after World 
War II, by William Wellman Sr., and Sons, well 
known local barn builders. The bank leading to 
the barn has a bridge just before the double 
doors, one of which has a smaller door cut into 
it, known as a "guichet." Three ventilators 
stand on the ridge of the gambrel roof. This 
barn has always been used for dairy cows, 
calves, hay, straw, and feed. 

Walt and Luella Poor's barn at 5460 Fleet
foot, was built in 1938 by Walt's cousin, Ira Ben
net. Bennet was originally from Montezuma, 
but lived in Dayton at the time when he came to 
build this barn. This red barn, with white trim, 
has several doors across the front. The three 
small rectangular windows are seldom found on 
Mercer County barns. The gambrel roof has a 
steep pitch to the roofline. The barn has always 
been used for livestock, hay and grain storage. 
Walt's grandparents, Levi and Rebecca Poor 
were both born in Germany. They came to 
America and had a farm in Center Township. 
Levi owned a sawmill in Celina before the turn 
of the century. Walt is the only living grandson. 
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Darrell and Linda McGee's barn, 5935 
Fleetfoot Road, Celina, was built by the Gray 
Brothers in 1914. This barn has been used for 
livestock and feed. The barn was struck by 
lightning in the year of 1925; this killed a horse 
and knocked out three men. All three men sur
vived and the barn wasn't damaged. Today, this 
barn is used for storage of hay, straw, and 
machinery. The red barn has the doors 
trimmed with the white arches. 

Josephine Dues' barn, 3551 Coldwater Creek 
Road, Coldwater, was built in 1900 by John K. 
Heyne. Unrast was the carpenter. As typical 
with big old barns, this barn was used for 
horses and cattle, as well as for storing grain, 
and hay. This white winter scene reminds a per
son of a quiet and peaceful winter day on the 
farm. 



-

Richard Selhorst's barn, 3640 Coldwater 
Creek Road, Coldwater, was built in 1904. In the 
past, the barn was used for storing hay. straw 
and cattle. Today, the barn is still used for stor
ing hay and straw, but is used for hogs. The 
white barn blends right in with the winter show. 

Wilired Klenke's barn, 3683 Coldwater 
Creek Road, Coldwater, was built in the 1800's, 
and has been used for raising horses and cattle, 
and hogs, as well as storing hay and grain. 
Today, the barn is used for raising hogs. Of 
course, the day the editor visited this barn, she 
was greeted by a new litter of pups in the barn. 
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This dairy barn was built in 1948. The round 
roof, sometimes called a gothic or rainbow roof, 
was large to hold the hay in the mow. The end 
wall has a louvered window at the peak, with 
two six-paned windows on either side; with en
tries to the mow. The double doors are at the 
end of the barn; these double doors are graced 
with diamond windows. On the side wall, a pair 
of doors and four windows provide entry and 
light to the interior. This barn is no longer used 
for dairy; it belongs to Robert Gerlach, 3789 
Coldwater Creek Road, Coldwater. 

This February 1991 photograph of Mr. and 
Mrs. Victor Evers' barn, 4098 Coldwater Creek 
Road, Coldwater, was built around 1900 by Pohl 
Construction. In the past the barn was used for 
dairy and livestock; today it is used for live
stock. This big barn has several entries on the 
side, with a row of windows to the end wall. 



Charles Selhorst built this barn in 1920, at 
4181 Coldwater Creek Road, Coldwater. This 
white barn, with the gable roof, has doors 
trimmed with arches, and a triangle in the 
gable peak; this design is echoed in the adja
cent building. The barn has been used for farm 
animals, horses, cows and calves. Today, the 
owner Herb Selhorst uses the barn for milking 
cows and raising calves. 

This barn at 4287 Coldwater Creek Road, 
Coldwater, where Arnold Walterbusch lives, 
was built in 1917. Two pairs of double doors on 
the front, have smaller doors on either side. The 
old stable doors can be seen on the end of the 
barn. Two ventilators are on the roof ridge. 
This barn has been used for dairy and belongs 
to Louis Walterbusch, 5812 State Route 219, 
Celina. This February 1991 photograph shows 
the barn as it used to look. 
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The Walterbusch barn at 4287 Coldwater 
Creek Road, Coldwater, has a new appearance 
in this March 1992 photograph. The barn has 
new siding. Modifications have been made in 
the doors. A boxed entry has been made to the 
hay mow. Two ventilators are still on the roof of 
the barn. The barn is still used for dairy and be
longs to Louis Walterbusch. 

Walter Schockman bought the farm from 
Jacob Panning in 1937. It was sold in 1942 to Ed 
Geier. In 1958, the farm was sold to Ralph 
Lange. Today, it is owned by Betty Lange, 4569 
Coldwater Creek Road, Coldwater. The barn 
has two pairs of double doors on the front, both 
graced by white arches, and a smaller door to 
the left, trimmed the same. Four windows are 
across the end wall of the barn, with another 
window just below the white triangle in the 
gable peak. A nearby building also has the 
doors with white arches, and a window beneath 
the white triangle in the gable peak. The photo
graph shows the windpump (windmill) next to 
the house. New siding was put on this barn in 
1981. 



BURNTWOOD FARMS, FARM NO. 3, 
Raymond A. Younger, was the name of this 
farm, where the Joe Tobin family lives today, 
at 4700 Coldwater Creek Road. The farm be
longed to Lucille Younger until she passed away 
in January 1993; then the farm went to her son 
Robert Younger. On this April 1992 photograph, 
Joe Tobin is standing in front of this barn. Con
cerning this farm, the Editor received the fol
lowing letter in January 1993; from Janeva N. 
Draper, Swiss Village, Inc., 1350 W. Main, 
Berne, IN 46711: "We owned the farm two miles 
east of Coldwater and a quarter of a mile north, 
on the east side of the road. My father's name 
was John P. Humbarger; he bought the farm in 
1893 or 4; the south end of the barn was there 
and he built the north end in about 1908 or 1910. 
We had lightning rods on the barn. I am the 
fourth girl and the only one left; I am 90 years 
old. My oldest sister was born in 1892 in a log 
house just north of the buildings which are 
there now. There were six children; my dad 
died in 1916 and my mother in 1926." 

BURNTWOOD FARMS, FARM NO. 2, 
Raymond A. Younger, was the name of this 
farm, which stood on the south side of the road, 
just east of Coldwater Creek Road. At the turn 
of the century, this was the George Bailey 
Farm. The farm belonged to Lucille Younger 
until she passed away in January 1993; then the 
farm went to her son Robert Younger. Their 
name is on a board across the front of the barn, 
just above the double doors. A pair of diamond 
windows are centered on the double doors. 
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BURNTWOOD FARMS, FARM NO. 1, 
Raymond Younger, was the name of this farm. 
At the turn of the century, this was the Chris 
Behm farm. This farm stands on the south side 
of Younger Road, just east of Coldwater Creek 
Road. The farm belonged to Lucille Younger 
until she passed away in January 1993; then the 
farm went to her son, Robert Younger. 

Jean and Jane Zahn's barn, 4749 Coldwater 
Creek Road, Celina, was built around 1900 or 
before. The barn has log beams which are hand 
hewn, and wooden pinned. A new roof and vinyl 
siding were put on the barn around 1976 by the 
Amish people from Geneva, Indiana; one man's 
name was Mr. Graber. In the past, the barn has 
been used for steers, cows, and hogs. At pre
sent, Bob and Rick Zahn use the barn for a 4-H 
steer; the rest of the barn is for storage. This 
land was sold originally by the government in 
1836 to David Beams, then to Mary Humbarger, 
to George Bailey, to Flordia Johnston, to 
George and Margaret Gray, to Edward and 
Pauline Geier and in October 1976 to Jean and 
Jane Zahn. 



This bank barn was built in 1850, by Johan
nas Yaney (1829-1910); his father Johann 
George Yaney came from Baden, Germany to 
this farm. Many of the timbers used in the barn, 
measure 12 x 14 inches, all nicely hand-hewn. 
The barn is 40 foot by 60 foot so it was neces
sary to splice some of the beams. The flooring 
was fastened with square nails. The lower part 
of the barn was used for livestock, horses, and 
cows. The upper part was used for hay, straw, 
grain, implements, garden and fruit produce. 
Joyce Yaney and Thelma Bigham both told the 
editor about this barn, which belongs to Fred 
Waesch, 5099 Coldwater Creek Road, Celina. 
(photographs by Thelma Bigham) 

This is the west and south side of Fred 
Waesch's barn. 
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The ornamental deer almost appear to be 
real in this winter scene at Ralph A. Siegrist 
barn, 3279 U.S. Rt. 127, Celina. Pete Hein built 
this barn about 1900. The horse stable doors can 
still be seen on the gable end wall. Two main 
crossbeams extend under the eaves, just above 
the double doors. The barn has been used for 
livestock, cattle and horses, and for storage of 
grain and hay. Today, the barn is used for stor
ing machinery. 

This old barn, which dates back to 1870, be
longs to James D. Chesser, 3279 St. Anthony 
Road, Celina. Not a lot of additions have been 
added to this barn, but it has new siding .. and a 
new foundation. In the past, the barn was used 
for dairy, as well as horses, and hay storage. 
Today, the barn is used for dairy heifer calves. 
The basketball hoop shows that the kids may 
have worked in the barn, but they also had fun. 



The hay hood, at the left end of the barn, is 
almost hidden behind the branches, at this barn 
belonging to Patricia J. Jutte, 3449 St. Anthony 
Road, Celina. Often, when farmers put new 
roofs on their barn, they no longer keep the hay 
hood, so it is neat to see this triangular hay 
hood still on the barn. In the past, the barn was 
used for milk cows. Today the barn is used for 
raising and housing steers. 

Down the long north and east lane at 3781 
Menchhofer Road, Coldwater, is the barn be
longing to Dale Westgerdes. The basic part of 
the farm barn is much older than one hundred 
years. The barn has had several owners, with 
the earliest one possibly being Frank Buschur, 
father-in-law of its next owner Joseph 
Spoltman. Anthony (Andy) Buschur, Frank's 
son, bought the farm and barn from Joe 
Spoltman in approximately 1920. Succeeding 
owners were Jacob Huwer, Jacob's son Paul, 
and the present owner, Dale Westgerdes. Sev
enty years ago, when Andy Buschur owned the 
barn, he threshed wheat out of the barn. He 
kept his two work horses, Coly and Now, and 
one buggy horse, Babe, in the barn, and also, 
his five milk cows. Andy's only surviving son, 
Alph Buschur of St. Henry, says, "I milked 
many a cow in that barn." Les Huwer, son of 
Jacob, recalls, "We kids played hide-go-seek in 
the barn." When Paul Huwer owned the barn, 
he changed its appearance by covering its worn 
siding with gray asbestos shingles, and he put 
several windows in it for his chicken-raising op
eration. (written by Mrs. Jim (Thelma Bus
chur) Homan, Coldwater.) 
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The original Charles Stukenborg Family 
barn that stands in the northwest corner of the 
Burkettsville-Saint Henry Road/Menchhofer 
Road intersection was built in 1900. Wooden 
pegs, instead of steel nails were used, and the 
barn has a wooden floor, and an asbestos roof. 
One especially long, hand-hewn log extends 
across the west interior wall. There is a cow 
stable to the east where the Stukenborgs kept 
their seven cows. Wheat and oat straw were 
stored in the mow, but one year there was so 
much straw, some had to be stored in a neigh
bor's barn. Charles' son, Tony, who has lived on 
the farm all of his seventy-two years, keeps the 
barn wood siding painted red, with white trim. 
Tony says he has fond memories of threshing in 
the barn. This barn is one of the few which still 
has the pine tree standing out in front, which 
brings back memories of how farms looked in 
the past. Tony Stukenborg's barn stands at 3987 
Menchhofer Road, Coldwater. 

S & J RANCH is neatly lettered across the 
end wall of this white barn, which Charles 
Elder built of cypress wood in the year 1914. 
The barn was used for a cow barn; from 1967-
1975, it was used for renting stalls for boarding. 
Today, the barn is used for a hog operation and 
for farring horses. Charles Elder's son Wilfred 
Elder owned the farm from 1940 until 1962. Now 
the barn is owned by Mr. Joseph H. Langen
kamp, at 5713 Younger Road, Celina. 



Coldwater's barn builder William Wellman 
built this barn in 1939, where Edna Ebbing 
lives, at 3340 State Route 219, west of Coldwa
ter. The original structure measures 36 feet by 
60 feet by 45 feet high. One can enter the main 
floor of the barn, via the bank built up to the 
double doors, or one can enter the lower level 
on the west side. An addition was added to this 
barn in the spring of 1968. In the past, the barn 
has been used for dairy and hogs; now the barn 
is used for dairy. This barn is owned by Don Eb
bing, 3540 Siegrist-Jutte Road, Coldwater. 

January 27, 1967 on a frosty morning, some
one could not resist this beautiful winter scene, 
and stepped out the back door and snapped this 
view of the Ebbing barn at 3340 State Route 219. 
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John F. Schmitmeyer's barn stands at 3460 
State Route 219, west of Coldwater. This big 
barn was built about 1910. The previous barn 
had burned. The threshing floor was all two 
inch tongue and groove. In 1980, the threshing 
floor was raised to hay mow height and the en
tire top of the barn is used for hay storage. Free 
stalls for one hundred cows were installed in the 
entire barn. The lean-to, to the east, was added 
about 1955. In the past, the barn was used for 
horses and milk cows, as well as hay and straw 
storage. Today, the barn has a milking parlor, 
freestalls for cows, and the mow for hay stor
age. 

Today, this place belongs to John F. 
Schmitmeyer, 3460 State Route 219. Irene 
Gaerke, 4914 Gause Road, Coldwater had this 
old photograph; she wrote, "This was a very 
large barn with a down to the floor hay mow. In 
the spring when the hay was all used, a barn 
dance was held for all the neighbors. The mow 
floor was very smooth and well kept. I can still 
hear my grandfather playing, 'Over the Waves,' 
on his violin." Across the top of this photograph, 
is written, "Nora and Kate Wenning". The dog 
on the back seat is balancing himself across the 
watermelon. Irene wrote that this barn was 
built by Herman Wenning, about the turn of the 
century. 



Ed and Velma Ebbing's barn on State 
Route 219, west of Coldwater, was built around 
1910 by Herman Wenning. (Herman Wenning 
also built the barn on the John Schmitmeyer 
place.) In the past, this barn was used for 
horses, cows, hay and grain. Today, the barn is 
used for cattle and feed storage. The barn to the 
left has a gable roof to the front, with a saltbox 
slope to the back; it is 38' x 36' and was built in 
the late 1800's. It is attached to the adjacent 
barn, which is 40' x 80'. The gambrel roof is ex
tended over the end wall, in a triangular hay 
hood. The barn is painted a soft yellow. It looks 
like a quiet, peaceful place on this winter after
noon, with the southern sun making long 
shadows in January 1991. 

In 1879 Bernard Ebbing purchased this 
land, and he planned and built this barn in late 
1800. Later in the 1900's, Clem Ebbing pur
chased the farm. In 1942 Eb Ebbing purchased 
the land. Now, the fourth generation, Stanley 
Ebbing, owns the land, at 3613 State Route 219, 
west of Coldwater. In the past, the barn was 
used for general farming, including cows and 
horses and feed. Today, the barn is used for 
dairy. Windows placed at eye level, around the 
barn, give light to the interior. 
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This barn is one of the older barns in the 
county and one of the few having the privilege 
of being written about in the 1900 Mercer 
County Atlas. John Haubert was thirteen when 
his family left Sien, Amt., Grumbach, Prussia 
Germany to come to America in 1863. John fi
nally settled on this farm, which today belongs 
to Dennis C. Wenning, 3809 State Route 219, 
Coldwater. In 1879 John Haubert built this 
frame barn, 48 x 100. In the past, the barn has 
been used to house cattle, hay, bedding, grain, 
and some machinery. Today the barn is used to 
house cattle, hay, and bedding. 

A view of the south and east side of Dennis 
Wenning's barn, also shows the brown, glazed 
tile silo, one of a few which the editor saw in the 
entire county. In the background can be seen 
the brick home built by John Haubert in 1896. 



John Knapke built this barn in 1908, at 3991 
State Route 219. The barn was used for cattle, 
hay, straw, and grain. Today, the barn is used 
for hogs, hay and straw. Albert Knapke bought 
this place in 1954 from his father John Knapke. 

Henry Kabes built this barn in 1866, just 
after the Civil War; not many barns in Mercer 
County are this old. After Henry Kabes died, his 
son John Kabes bought it. Leo Knapke bought 
the farm in 1948. Leo Knapke was Albert 
Knapke's brother. This barn stands across the 
road from Albert Knapke's place, at 3991 State 
Route 219. After Leo Knapke died, Mrs. Albert 
(Dorothy) Knapke bought the farm in 1972. The 
house is no longer standing, but the barn and 
another building stand straight in the winter af
ternoon's sunlight. 
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Mrs. Elizabeth Bruggeman's barn stands at 
4110 State Route 219, just at the west edge of 
Coldwater. This aerial view shows the barn 
stands at a right angle to the road. The red barn 
is trimmed in white. When one drives by this 
barn, one can still see the individual stable 
doors in the gable end of this old barn. 

Sharon and Louis W. Zizelman, Jr. own this 
barn in Coldwater at 321 West Walnut. The barn 
was built in 1882. In the past, the barn was used 
to house miniature horses; today the barn is 
used for storage and parking the car. The inter
ior of this barn is interesting. 



This interior view of the Louis Zizelman 
barn shows the hand hewn beams, as well as 
the careful notching for the posts and beams. 
The log stringers, which support the mow, still 
have their bark. 

This interior view of the Louis Zizelman 
barn shows the corner notching, as well as the 
wooden pegs which pinned the posts and beams. 
The outside of this barn makes it appear to be 
just another small building; but inside, the 
framing is a historical treasure. 
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Bernard Rose built this barn in 1895. The 
triangular hay hood can still be seen at the 
gable end of the barn, which has been used for 
dairy, horses, and hogs. Today, Don Wellman 
uses this barn for a workshop and for storage, 
at 4861 State Route 219, Coldwater. Don is 
standing in front of his barn, with his grandson 
Brian, son of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Wellman. 

The hayloft beams still have their bark on 
the sides, in Don Wellman's barn. 



This interior view of Don Wellman's barn 
shows the roof bracing, and the hay floor. All 
the joints are mortised, tenon, and wooden 
pinned. 

The William Wellman Construction Com
pany built this barn in 1930 for Henry and Rose 
Schroer. The super-structure was raised by a 
group of neighborhood men and their horses -
a real old-fashioned barn raising! In the past, 
the barn was used for housing two horses and 
three cows. The barn had two granaries and a 
hay loft; the barn also provided storage for 
farm machinery. Today, the barn belongs to 
Henry and Emerita Schroer Schulte, 4974 State 
Route 219, Coldwater. The barn is used for hay 
and farm machine storage. 
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Jerry Linn's barn, 5004 State Route 219, 
Coldwater, is used for cows. The gambrel roof, 
with the steep pitch, allows for more room in 
the hay mow. In the past, the barn has been 
used for cows and hogs. Nave Baucher and 
Jake Hauss built this barn in 1929. 

This white barn stands on Siegrist Jutte 
Road, just west of Burkettsville St. Henry Road. 
The barn was built in 1890, and is a Centennial 
Barn. In the past, the barn was used for cattle 
housing and hay and straw storage, and is still 
used that way today. The main double doors are 
centered on the front. Above the double doors, 
two cross beams are extending from across the 
width of the barn, and out under the eaves. 
Quite a few barns in southern Mercer County 
have this set of cross beams extending under 
the eaves both in front and in back of the barn. 
This barn belongs to Mrs. Joe Nieberding, 304 
Mill Street, Coldwater. 
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Gerald Siefring's barn, 3051 Siegrist-Jutte 
Road, Coldwater, was built in the early 1900's. 
As typical of these big old barns of Mercer 
County farmers, this barn was used for cattle 
and horses, and for hay storage. Today, this 
barn is being used for a milking parlor and stor
age for hay. 

This barn burned down on September 5, 
1968. It was used for a small dairy herd and 
beef cattle, at the W.J. Westgerdes farm, 3345 
Siegrist-Jutte Road, Coldwater. 
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After the previous barn burned, this barn 
was built in 1968, by Ray Staehler, another well
known local barn builder. The round roof, some
times called a gothic or rainbow roof, allowed 
for more storage room in the mow. This barn is 
used for sheep housing and storage, at the W.J. 
Westgerdes Farm, 3345 Siegrist-Jutte Road, 
Coldwater. 

Bill Boeckman's barn stands at 3757 Sie
grist-Jutte Road, Coldwater. This big barn, with 
its gable roof, has five lightning rods. The south 
end of the barn has a pent roof for protection 
from the weather. The milk house was added 
later. 



This aerial photograph of Virgil Dues farm, 
4212 Siegrist-Jutte Road, Coldwater, was taken 
the summer of 1969. The main barn can be seen 
in its context with the other farm buildings. 
This barn was built between 1850 and 1870, be
fore the railroads; the builder being Joe 
Plieman. The framework of this barn is unique; 
the main cross beams support inclined purlin 
posts. Such a framed structure provided ample 
open space for loading hay. This type frame 
sometimes suggests the builder was familiar 
with the structures built to support the hull of a 
ship under construction. Barn books have 
shown examples of this type structure in 
Pennsylvania barns and Ontario, Canada 
barns; barnologists can probably find them 
across America. 

This February 1991 view of Virgil Dues' 
barn, 4212 Siegrist-Jutte Road, shows the milk
ing parlor which was added. Originally, the 
horse stable was on the east side, while the 
livestock were in the barn, as well as other stor
age. Today, the barn is used for storage and 
livestock. 
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Henry Hamberg built this bank barn with 
hand hewn beams and wooden-pinned, in 1879, 
the year that the Lake Erie and Western Rail
road was being constructed across Mercer 
County. The railroad provided quicker and 
cheaper access to the market, than did the 
Miami and Erie Canal; the agricultural eco
nomy improved with the coming of the railroad. 
Thus, many Mercer County barns were built in 
the 1880's and 1890's; these barns still stand 
today. The Hamberg barn was used for horses, 
dairy cows, and hay storage. Today, this barn 
belongs to John Hamberg, 4609 Siegrist-Jutte 
Road, Coldwater. The barn is used for heifers 
and hay storage. Attention may be brought to 
the ridge of this gable roof, where four lightning 
rods have their glass globes all intact; two are 
blue, the other two white. Some farmers have 
told the editor that if the glass globe is not bro
ken, that the barn has not been struck by light
ning. The editor asks if this is true? 

Paul F. Muhlenkamp, 704 Fairview Drive, 
Coldwater, owns this barn at 4636 Siegrist-Jutte 
Road, Coldwater, where Kenneth J. Muhlen
kamp lives and rents the farm. This barn was 
built prior to 1925, and was used to house work 
horses and cows, as well as to store hay and 
straw. Today, the barn houses dairy cows, and 
stores hay and straw. The double doors have a 
rare feature, with the smaller door, within the 
larger door; this smaller door being known as 
"le petit · guichet." 



Luke B. Schmitmeyer's barn, at 5087 State 
Route 118, has quite a history. The first barn 
was setting left in a field, of where the barn 
stands today. The first barn was owned and 
built by Steve Birkmeyer; that barn burned 
down. The new barn was built by November 26, 
1924 by William Wellman of Coldwater. The 
barn has beams pinned with wooden pins. Two 
windows are located above the pair of double 
doors, which are decorated with white triangles 
at the top corners. The barn had a slate roof, 
with a date Nov. 26, 1924. The silo was built in 
1954. The barn was used for raising dairy cattle, 
milking 40 +, and for calves. 

Ben Selhorst of Coldwater, in the 1930's, 
bought this farm at 5087 State Route 118; he 
owned it until 1982, when Luke B. Schmitmeyer 
bought it. Leroy and Catherine (Kahlig) Brug
geman lived on this place since 1954. In 1982, the 
Bruggeman's sold out and still rent the house. 
They farmed the land on shares for 28 years, 
with Ben Selhorst. (This barn, being built in 
1924, was built ty Catherine's great uncle, Will
iam Wellman.) Today, the barn is used to feed 
out heifers. 
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Luke Schmitmeyer's barn, 5193 Siegrist
Jutte Road, Coldwater, was built in the mid 
1800's; the barn is put together with wooden 
pegs and square nails. In the past, the barn-was 
used for sheep and horses. Around 1948, a tor
nado twisted the barn; the 8 x S's supporting the 
barn are leaning vertically, but not enough to 
cause a problem. Today, the barn is used for all 
dairy. 

This aerial view of Luke Schmitmeyer's 
barn, 5193 Siegrist-Jutte Road, shows the 
changes made on the farm. The buildings have 
been painted white; some are new; some are 
gone. 



Lavern Wolters' barn stands at 5405 Sie
grist-Jutte Road, Coldwater. This red barn 
with the gable roof, has the white trim, with 
arches on the smaller doors on the end wall 
capped with a white triangle at the gable peak'. 
Note the entry to the mow; not many barns 
have this protected entryway. The barn was 
built between 1890 and 1895 by Ed Goecke. Work 
horses and dairy cows lived in this barn with 
the grain and hay stored in the barn. Toda'y the 
barn is used for dairy cows and hay storage. 

~ 

Richard Wolters, the former owner of the 
Lavern Wolters' barn, is standing with his horse 
and colt in 1945, in front of the barn with the 
weathered siding. 
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Edwin P. Homan is standing in front of his 
barn at 3242 Philothea Road, Coldwater. His 
barn was built by Theodore Homan, his relation 
and friends, in 1910. The barn has been used for 
horses, cows, beef, hogs, rabbits, hay, straw, 
fodder, a!}d sheaves of oats and wheat. Today, 
the barn 1s used for storage, rental and private. 

This interior view shows the framing of 
Edwin P. Homan's barn. 



This view not only shows the hand hewn 
beams supporting the loft, but also shows that 
one beam was taken from another previous 
building (note the notching), on Edwin P. 
Homan's barn. 

The barn is in the background, with the 
original paint and trim, for Mr. and Mrs. Edwin 
P. Homan, November 11, 1942. 
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Victor J. Homan's barn, 3411 Philothea 
Road, was built of hand hewn beams, mostly of 
beechwood, in 1888. The barn has been used for 
livestock shelter and hay storage. 

An interior view of Victor J. Homan's barn 
shows the framing and the hand hewn beams, 
as well as the vast space of the mow, at 3411 
Philothea Road. 



Henry Pohl built this barn in 1929, replacing 
a barn which had been destroyed by fire, at 3281 
Post Road, where Mark F. Homan lives today. 
The barn has been used as a livestock shelter 
and for hay storage, and belongs to Victor J. 
Homan, 3411 Philothea Road. 

Don Broering's barn, 3509 Philothea Road, 
Coldwater, was built in 1920. The barn was used 
to house dairy cows; it did contain a milk 
house. Today, the barn is used for raising 
steers. 
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This aerial view not only shows the barn, 
but the other buildings in context with the barn, 
at Sylvester Dues, 3540 Philothea Road, Coldwa
ter. Lawrence Woeste, father of Vincent Woeste 
of Coldwater, built this barn in 1904. The local 
carpenters were Herman Kremer and Dewey 
Wappelhorst. The main barn is 38 x 66 feet, and 
has been remodeled quite a bit, with the price 
added to it. In the past, the barn has been used 
for horses and cattle, and for hay and grain. 
Today, the barn is used for hay storage, heifers, 
and a milking parlor. 

Carl Fortkamp's barn, 3818 Philothea Road, 
was built by Aug. Heckman before 1895. The 
bank leads up to the double doors with diamond 
windows. Three ventilators cap the ridge of the 
gable roof. A diamond window is also centered 
on the sliding door on the bottom floor. In 
former years, the barn has been used to house 
horses, cattle and hogs; today the barn is used 
to house reg. guernsey herd. This photograph is 
dated April 1992, the spring of the year in down
town Philothea. 



This barn has been in the Spoltman family 
for three generations, and was built over 150 
years ago. Formerly, it was used to house cat
tle; now they keep young heifers in it. Today, 
Ronald Spoltman owns this barn, at 3959 
Philothea Road, Coldwater. The barn has had 
some remodeling: the loafing shed and new 
milking parlor were added in 1966; the entire in
side was cemented in 1970; and the new siding 
was put on in 1980. 

David (Doc) Siefring is standing with three 
400-Case Tractors; this photograph is dated 
1962. David is the grandson of Barney and 
Elizabeth Dues of Philothea, Ohio. This is the 
Home Place of Barney and Elizabeth Dues. One 
daughter is still living, Pauline (Dues) Siefring; 
she will be 95 years old June 12, 1993; she is the 
last living survivor of the Barney and Elizabeth 
Dues Family of Philothea, Ohio. 
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This photograph of the David and Eileen 
Siefring Farm, 4147 Philothea Road, Coldwater, 
is dated 1961. The barn was built by Barney 
Dues, hired help, and the help of the neighbors, 
in the 1850's. Six foot diameter trees were cut 
and then hewed flat on one side. the bark was 
not removed. Each log was jointed and notched 
at the butt end. Each rafter is fastened to its 
mate by joints and wooden pins. The wooden 
pin or peg is made of hickory and is called a 
tree nail. The lumber came off the farm to build 
the barn. In the past, the barn was used for 
dairy cows, heifers, and calves. Today, the barn 
is used for hogs, and feeder pigs. The barn is 
still standing and very solid. The front of the 
barn has the original tin roof. 

This photograph was taken at 4147 
Philothea Road, the site of the David and Eileen 
Siefring farm today. Gus and George Dues, sons 
of Barney Dues of Philothea, are in the photo
graph. 



This old photograph was taken at 4147 
Philothea Road, the place of David and Eileen 
Siefring today. Seated on the driver's seat of the 
steam engine is Gust Fischer. Standing are Her
man Kremer, Barney Dues, Frank Kremer, 
Gus Fortkamp and a small helper. This helper 
was one of Barney Dues six sons (the six sons 
were George, Ben, Herman, Joseph, August, 
and Conrad Dues). 

This is a Baker Thresher Tractor with a 
grain blower. Grandfather Barney Dues was a 
thresherman and for years operated a thriving 
sawmill, which was called the Philothea Sta
tion. Threshing is the operation or process by 
which the seed is separated from the stalk or 
plant. The tractor operated on steam from coal. 
Wheat, oats, and barley were processed each 
year. Threshing days were hard work and 
everyone got together to help. Much water was 
needed, and workers had their job to do. The 
farm had five cisterns for water, for the barn
yard and the house. They had many customers 
and were very well known in the Philothea 
area. Fischer sold the threshing operation to 
Norman, Norb, and Lawrence Dues in the area 
of 1938. Then in 1942 Lawrence went to service 
and sold his share to Norman and Norb Dues. 
This threshing business continued until about 
1947. 

At threshing time, the wives cooked and 
made large meals in the summer kitchen. 
Everyone was always hungry, young and old. A 
typical dinner was fried chicken or sugar cured 
ham, mashed potatoes, baked apples or sauce, 
homemade bread with fresh butter and jam, 
fresh red tomatoes, buttered green beans or 
peas from the garden, and best of all, always a 
piece of pie. That would be a choice of apple, 
cherry, or a cream pie. 

Before threshing day, the youngsters al
ways had to pick cherries, raspberries, straw
berries, etc. for the family, and for Mom to 
bake pies. Brewed black coffee with lots of 
fresh cream ended the meal. Before and after 
meals, the families prayed together; thankful 
for the bountiful harvest. 

After all the work and feeding was finished, 
the men played a game of horse shoe, or cards. 
Children played many games. Wives made 
lunch in the evening; usually cookies and 
lemonade was served. The men drank some 
beer and ate popcorn on the porch or under the 
big maple tree that shaded the whole barnyard. 
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Lawrence Dues is the last living thresher
man of this operation. He says it was hard work 
and also much fun; he loves to talk about the 
old days. 

Marvin Evers' barn, 5069 Philothea Road, 
Saint Henry, has an interesting background. In 
the winter of 1949, the old depot building in 
Celina on Rt. 29 West, was owned by the Celina 
Equity Eq. Carl Winner tore down this depot, 
for a purchase price of $200.00. All the rafters 
and siding were hauled to 5069 Philothea Road, 
to build this barn. All the rafters from the depot 
were 2 x 12 hemlock timber; they were sawed in 
half to make 2 x 6, to build the barn. Bill 
Wellman framed the barn, and Carl Winner 
then completed the barn. The barn was used for 
cattle and hogs and hay storage. Today the 
barn is used for small calves and hay storage. 

Urban Nerderman's barn, 5631 Depweg 
Road, Celina, was built in 1904 by Herman Ner
derman. Six lightning rods cap the ridge of the 
gable roof of this red barn, trimmed in white. In 
the past, the barn was used for milk cows; 
today, it is used for steers. 
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Clem Dahlinghaus built this barn at 5799 
Depweg Road, Celina, in 1901. The barn has al
ways been used for dairy and hay storage. Don 
Dahlinghaus, today's owner, tells that the barn 
has metal siding with the original wood siding 
under the metal. The diamond windows are re
tained in the double doors. The barn has its 
fourth ·roof. Typical of many family farms, the 
basketball board is mounted on the barn. 

Ray Wenning wrote the following story 
about the barn where he and his wife Mary live, 
at 706 North Second, Coldwater. "This barn was 
built about 1900. Ray and Mary have lived here 
since 1956. The last owner was Wm. Reier; he 
had it about twenty years, and Wm. Losche had 
it for about twenty years before that. The barn 
has most of the timbers hewn with an ax; then 
the barn was boxed and pinned together with 
wood pins. The rafters were wood pinned to the 
beams. When Wennings bought the farm, the 
roof was a standing seam roof; this could have 
been on the barn for over fifty years. 

About 1960, the Wennings had Ray Staugler 
and his crew come out and replace the south 
bank on this barn; the timbers were rotting. 
Ray made all the pieces to replace the bad tim
bers. He had a boring machine that would drill 
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the holes through the timbers, and these would 
be about two inches by eight inches. Then he 
would take a chisel that would cut the corners 
square. Then two holes would be drilled through 
this, so two wood pins could be driven through 
and keep this joint tight. Ray drilled several of 
these holes with this machine and it is quite a 
task to do. This work put the south side of the 
barn in very good shape for many more years. 

About six years ago, a light tornado came 
through while Ray was in another building. He 
saw this tornado or strong wind pick up three 
fourths of the roof; the roof would go up about 
twelve to eighteen inches and then come down. 
This kept up for maybe five times before the 
wind left. They then had to replace the entire 
roof. About four years ago, they installed metal 
siding on the entire barn. 

This barn has been a dairy operation for 
maybe the past thirty years. They have had as 
many as fifty milk cows in this operation. All of 
their children worked in this dairy. The children 
have all grown up and left; also, when they left, 
so did their cows. It has been a source of in
come for a large family, and a learning experi
ence for their children. This old barn has done 
its job and is still going strong. 

The winter sun is casting long shadows 
across the barn and silos and other buildings, at 
Ernie Uhlenhake's place, 3723 Burkettsville St. 
Henry Road, Coldwater. This barn has always 
been a dairy operation. 



THE BARN BUILDERS 
THE WELLMAN FAMILY 

The Wellman name in Mercer County is 
known for working o~ chur~~es, and in the past, 
for the barns they built. Or1gmally Bill Wellman 
~r. was the barn builder. Then his two sons Bill 
Jr. and Bernard, joined him. Today, Bill 

1

Jr.'s 
son Roger and Bernard's son Dan have joined 
the business, which is known as Wellman 
Brothers, located at Coldwater. Bill Wellman 
Sr. built the old theatre in Coldwater (Eagle's 
Hall, Coldwater City Hall (site of Library) and 
St. Marys Church at Philothea. After World 
War II, when Bill Jr. and Bernard got out of the 
service they joined their fathers. They worked 
on building maintenance. Most of their work is 
on churches, but they also work on roofing and 
masonry. They do sheet metal work, especially 
copper. 

Among the many barns built by the 
Wellmans, some of these barns have been put in 
the book, THOSE MAGNIFICENT BARNS IN 
MERCER COUNTY OF WESTERN OHIO. Bill 
Wellman Sr. built the barn for Mrs. Henry 
Pohlman, where Mr. and Mrs. Albert Pohlman 
live, 1809 State Route 716, Maria Stein. Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Sudhoff, 4842 State Route 49 Fort 
Recovery, had their barn built by the Wehman 
Brothers in 1920. Bill Wellman built the barn at 
5_087 State Route 118, where Leroy Bruggeman 
llves, an~ owned by Luke Schmitmeyer, in 1924. 
Fred Stemlage's barn, St. Henry, was built by 
the Wellman Brothers. Roger Evers' barn, 1377 
Goettemoeller Road, was built in 1947 by Bill 
Wellman and sons. The Wellmans built Fred 
and Alberta (Wellman) Schmitmeyer's barn 
Sextro Road, Minster in 1941. Bill Wellman Jr.' 
in 1917, built the barn at 1990 Siegrist Jutt~ 
Road, Fort Recovery, now owned by Dennis and 
Deb Schoenlein; the previous original barn had 
burned having been hit by lightning. 

Mrs. Schmitmeyer said that William 
Wellman built the barn for Fred (now Carl) 
Steineman, just West of Minster. 

Bill Wellman apd the neighbors built Frank 
Prenger's barn (no\v Don), 832 Kremer Road 
~aria Stein, in November 1938 after the previ~ 
ous barn burned. The Wellman Brothers built 
Cletus and Marcella Heitkamp's barn, 7666 
Schemmel Road, Maria Stein, in May 1942. 
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KOHN'S HOME FOR THE ELDERLY 

Carl and Mary Kohn purchased the former 
Albert Sutter property, on State Route 118, at 
the north end of Coldwater, 507 North Second 
Street, in the spring of 1983. In June of 1983 a 
h<?m~ was designed and ~uilt by Mary's cou~in 
V]!gil Puthoff's Construction with the elderly in 
mmd, for those who need a minimal amount of 
supervision or assistance with their daily living. 
The Home also offers companionship and 'not 
!hat alone feeling' with someone on the prem
ises around the clock. 

The Home consists of eight bedrooms nine 
baths, living room, dining room, kitchen, f ~mily 
room, and two laundry rooms. In November 
1983, the residents started moving into the Kohn 
Home, each having his or her own own private 
room and half bath, and maintaining as much 
independence as possible. The Kohns have en
joyed the rewarding feeling of caring and shar
ing for the elderly in their home over the years. 

COLDWATER PUBLIC LIBRARY 

. The Co_ldwater Public Library has been in 
e~~stence smce 1936, when a group of interested 
citizens, under the leadership of Mayor Arnold 
Schoch, decided that a library would be a vital 



part of the educational and recreational reading 
of the residents of Coldwater. Mr. Goode, editor 
of the Coldwater Chronicle, met with Mr. 
Schoch and his council, Norbert (Dick) Smith, 
Howard Colby, Roman Gast, Forest Ensign, 
Ralph Hess, and Mark King, and with City Sol
icitor Walter Bernard, to discuss ways and 
means by which Coldwater could secure a li
brary. 

Council met with the state librarian several 
times, and it was decided that Coldwater would 
establish a municipal library. The mayor ap
pointed the first library board and the following 
members were chosen to serve: Mrs. R. J. 
Dreffer, Forest Ensign, Mrs. Carl Hess, Joseph 
McDevitt, Mrs. Oscar Moore and Cyril Schind
ler. The first meeting was held in the council 
room of the city hall, and the name "Coldwater 
Public Library" was chosen. The Library began 
very modestly in one upstairs room of the pre
sent city hall building. Mr. Goode used the 
Chronicle to aid the Board in obtaining gifts of 
books, and the fire department helped collect 
the books. The entire book collection of the 
Buckeye Overall Company, Schindler's Rental 
Book Library, and a large donation of books 
from William Foss, helped to swell the collec
tion. Mrs. Moore made several trips to Lima to 
Johnston's Gift Shop to buy books from the 
rental collection, and eventually there were ap
proximately 500 books to be placed on the new 
shelves. Miss Rita Schmit was hired as the first 
librarian. The doors of the library were opened 
on June 17, 1936, and nineteen books were 
checked out that first day. At the end of the first 
year, there were 1050 books in the library, and 
they had been circulated a total of 2100 times. 

After a short period, the old quarters were 
outgrown, and the Township Trustees donated 
to the library a room in the old town hall, now 
the site of Werling's garage. In 1938 the library 
was again overcrowded, and two additional 
rooms in the town hall were given to the li
brary. It remained at that location for the next 
twenty years. In the 1950's the library was 
again overcrowded, and as a bond issue for a 
new building was defeated, it was then decided 
to remodel the gymnasium at City Hall into a li
brary. This time a bond issue for $15,000 was 
passed, but it fell far short of paying for all the 
furnishings, so a drive was made for donations 
and the necesssary capital was raised to com
plete the work. 

In April, 1962, the library was moved to the 
present location at 305 West Main Street. It is 
still growing, with approximately 2000 new 
books added each year. There are now more 
than 66,000 books in the library, and the circu
lation has increased from the original 2100 per 
year to more than 100,000 per year. 

In addition to books, the library has availa
ble records, large-print books, art slides, a 
speed-reading machine, projector and screen, 
cassettes and cassette players, magazines, 
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newspapers, summer story hour, tours, refer
ence service including inter-library loan serv
ice, talking-book machines for the handicapped, 
encyclopedias, atlases, photocopy machine, 
microfilm reader-printer with the Mercer 
County census and the Mercer County Chronicle 
on microfilm, video cassettes and VCR's, 
Polaroid cameras, laminator, overhead projec
tor, opaque projector and a computer for use by 
the public. 

In 1961 all of the organizations in town 
banded together to hold a Community Picnic, 
the proceeds of which were to benefit the li
brary and the park. The Coldwater Public Li
brary has been fortunate in being able to share 
in the profits of the annual picnic, which has 
purchased many items for the library, and 
today is one of the best-equipped small libraries 
in the state. 

The Current Board Members are Jack 
Knapschaefer, President; John Moeder, Vice 
President; Linda Stelzer, Secretary; Marilyn 
Darr; Mary Lee Thomas; and Larry Wolf. The 
Current Employees are Pat DeBrosse, Libra
rian; Genevieve Vogt, Linda Haskett, Carol 
Forsthoefel, Carol Evers, Mary Knapke, and 
Bill Hess. 

No history of the Coldwater Public Library 
would be complete without credit being given to 
Mildred Sutter, who was appointed librarian in 
1939, and served as librarian for thirty years, 
until her death in 1969. Under her guidance a 
good foundation was established, enabling the 
present library to exist. 



Buckeye Apparel, Inc. 

Buckeye Apparel, Inc., one of the area's 
oldest industries, was established in 1898 
in Versailles, Ohio. The founders were Mr. 
and Mrs. L. J. Grilliot; the company was 
called the ''Buckeye Overall Company". As 
business increased, the Grilliots purchased 
the ''Versailles Overall Co." in 1899. The 
business was incorporated in 1917 as "The 
Buckeye Overall Company". 

In 1916, with demand increasing for 
Buckeye-Made working garments, it 
became necessary to expand the business. 
A group of Coldwater businessmen, headed 
by J. F. Hoying, Jacob Wilhoff, and Joe 
Droesch, contacted Mr. Grilliot concerning 
the possibility of starting a sewing opera
tion in Coldwater. Their endeavors were 
successful. In August, 1916 a group of fif
teen young women volunteered to com
mute weekly to Versailles for a six-weeks 
training period to learn production meth
ods. This group included Elizabeth 
Mescher, Kathryn Mescher, Laura Theis, 
Erma Hoening, Selina Miehls, Alvina 
Walters, Helen Bettinger, Leona 
Birkmeyer, Edna Wagner, Clara Gengler, 
Burnadette Gengler, Auralia Hendrichs, 
Anna Kessen, Carherine Moorman and 
Flora Roessner. Transportation each 
Monday morning and Saturday evening 
was furnished by merchants of Coldwater. 

Over the same time period, machines 
and equipment were installed on the sec
ond floor of the old city building on the cor
ner of First and Walnut Streets. On 
November 4, 1916 the branch operation 
started. 

By the Spring of 1919, quarters on the 
second floor became too crowded, so the 
company purchased the Hierholzer build
ing on East Main Street. In 1938, a new 
building was constructed adjacent to the 
old building, and it still houses the local 
operation. 

The Coldwater operation was managed 
by Mr. Charles Fischer until his retire
ment in 1952, and then by his son, Wayne 
C. Fischer, until his retirement in 1974. 
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The company manufactured men's and 
boy's shirts and pants during these early 
years, supplying many of the national 
chain stores. They also manufactured 
under their own brand, Master Buck, 
which included playsuits for children. 

During the depression years of 1930's, 
Buckeye played an important role in main
taining the economy of the village. 

As the years and fashions changed, the 
company found itself making more style 
garments. In 1970, a major re-organization 
of the company took place. The name was 
changed to Buckeye Apparel, Inc., to more 
adequately describe the wide range of 
leisure wear now manufactured. 

The Coldwater facility currently manu
factures a wide range of mens and womens 
active sportswear, swimwear and casual 
clothing. These products include casual 
pants, surfer style swimwear, walkshorts 
and volleyball shorts. These garments are 
manufactured under the house brand 
Sundek, as well as private label brands 
such as L.L. Bean, Lands' End, Walt 
Disney, Orvis and many others. Our export 
markets have expanded to include major 
customers in Italy, western Europe and 
Japan. 

The company has enjoyed a steady 
growth in recent years. This has been 
accomplished by the development of a 
product line appealing to the more leisure 
minded American buying public. Using the 
latest technology in machinery and equip
ment along with the invaluable skill and 
dedication of our employees, Buckeye 
Apparel, Inc., produces a quality, style gar
ment that has been successfully merchan
dised in a market increasingly threatened 
by imports. 

Our current work force includes the fol
lowing: Connie Adams, Margaret Alig, 
Barbara Arling, Holly Bell, Philip Boyer, 
Beverly Brown, Ann Burk, Fernando 
Haahr, Dorothy Harrod, Kimberly 
Helman, Lynn Klingshirn, Karon Koesters, 
Polly Reed, Judy Roessner, Victoria 



Schmitz, Dennis Steinbrunner, Patricia 
Uhlenhake, Dale Wendel, Mary Lou Baker, 
Marissa Baldwin, Jill Beougher, Betty 
Black, Tina Black, Theresa Boeckman, 
Jennifer Bollenbacher, Betty Borger, Janet 
Braun, Mary Lou Broerman, Melissa 
Bruggeman, Janie Burklo, Tawnnie 
Burklo, Stacie Chaplinski, Ruth Christian, 
Joann Cochran, Beth Cornrtt, Delores 
Didier, Stacy Douglas, Elizabeth Eischen, 
Nancy Felver, Jill Fischer, Sharon Franzer, 
Rita Gehle, Lisa Gillis, Cheryl Goins, 
Sandra Grace, Wendy Hance, Elizabeth 
Heckler, Esther Heitkamp, Tracy 
Hellwarth, Tracy Helman, Rita 
Hemmelgarn, Belinda High, Pamela 
Hilleary, Jacqueline Huffman, Heather 
James, Cynthia Kincaid, Devona Koesters, 
Pamela Lange, Mary Ann Lechleiter, 
Christina Lindemeyer, Catherine Luken, 
Lucille Luttmer, Susan Luttmer, Barbara 
McDowell, Carol Miller, Peggy Minton, 
Kathleen Moeller, Shelby Mullins, Kim 
Obringer, Donna Petty, Melissa Pickrell, 
Darlene Pohlman, Rebecca Rammel, Rose 
Rammel, Shelley Robb, Danielle Roessner, 
Darlene Roessner, Madonna Rose, 
Margaret Schoch, Lucille Schott, Sandra 
Schott, Velma Spangler, Crystal Steen, 
Kimberly Stienecker, Judith Strobel, 
Cathrine Timmerman, Bessie Weaver, 
Judith Wendel, Kathleen Wendel, Marilyn 
Wendel, Amy Wenning, Rose Wilson, 
Sharon Winhoven, Jodi Wurster, Connie 
Wynk. 

These skilled sewers and support per
sonnel are "Crafting With Pride" quality 
garments for an ever expanding U.S. and 
world market. 

Present officers and directors are: 
Roger M. James, Jr., Chairman and 

Treasurer 
Roger M. James, III, President - CEO 
Gregory A. James, Executive Vice-

President and Secretary 
Roberta M. James, Vice President 
Sharon A. James, Director 
Many of our past and present employ

ees have been drawn from the rural fami
lies of Mercer County. We are proud to 
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have been a part of the fabric of rural life 
in this area since 1916. 
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The Coldwater Machine Company 
located at 104 East Vine St., was formed in 
1956 as The Coldwater Machine and 'Tool 
Company. The Company founders were 
Zeno Schoenlein, Leo Rosenbeck, and 
Donald Wellman as a tool and die shop. In 
1976, the assets of the original company 
were purchased by Jerome F. Meyer and 
Robert E. Moorman, C.P.A. 

The Companies present location started 
with a 2,800 sq. ft. building and has grown 
to its present size of 40,000 sq. ft. The 
plant is fully air conditioned and sets on a 
3 acre lot. 

Although most of the Companies cus
tomer base is within a 100 mile radius, 
many pieces of equipment have been 
shipped to various parts of the Continental 
United States. The Company produces 
tools, dies, fixturing, gaging, and special 
machines. The Company also offers spe
cialized services in computer aided design, 
industrial electrical panels, cylindrical 
grinding, surface grinding, horizontal and 
vertical boring mills, turning, precision jig 
boring, computer aided inspection, fabrica
tion, and C.N.C. machining. The Shop is 
well equipped and maintains a creditable 
quality assurance program. 

The location and diverse customer base 
allows the Company to service many differ
ent markets, such as transportation, recre
ational, automotive aftermarket, agricul
tural, health care, textile, appliance, pack
aging, aerospace, beverage, furniture, rub
ber, and heavy machinery industries. 

The Staff includes management, sales, 
purchasing, design, accounting, machinist, 
tool makers, technical support, and others. 
The Company and its Staff have built and 
maintain an excellent reputation over the 
years with its customers and a high degree 
of respect from competitors. 
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Knap's Carry Out 

Knap's Carry Out is located at 220 East 
Main Street in Coldwater, Ohio. It was the 
first drive-thru carry-out in Coldwater and is 
one of the finest beverage and pizza carry
out stores in Mercer County. 

The carry-out was originally built in 1971 
by I vo and Helen Kremer, both natives of 
Coldwater. They had originally owned the 
successful Kremer's Restaurant in 
Coldwater and decided that a drive-thru 
carry-out would prosper in the growing 
town. The New store was opened in July of 
1971 and was called Ivo's Carry Out. They 
carried beer, wine, soft drinks, ice, party and 
picnic supplies. They also carried hard liquor 
products at that time. 

The relatively new business was only 
about one year old and going well when an 
unfortunate automobile accident claimed the 
life of Ivo Kremer. After his death, his wife 
Helen continued to run the store until 1973 
when she sold the business to James and 
Jessie Gibson of St. Marys, Ohio. 

Jim and Jessie had originally owned a 
carry-out store in St. Marys, so they were 
experienced in this type of business. Along 
with other changes, the name was changed 
to Gibson's Carry Out. Hard liquor bever
ages were no longer sold in the store, but a 
kitchen was added in the back section of the 
store for food preparation. This was the 
beginning of the pizza's, submarines, and 
sandwiches. The business did very well and 
continued to grow as the drive-thru conve
nience began to attract people from 
Coldwater and the surrounding community. 

308 

Jim Gibson kept the carry-out until 
March of 1975 when he sold the business to 
Mike Knapschaefer of Coldwater. 

Having experience in retail sales working 
for Brodbeck's Supermarket in Coldwater 
and Mercer Beverage in St. Henry, Mike had 
a good idea of managing the business. The 
name of the business was changed to Knap's 
Carry Out, a shortened version of 
Knapschaefer. 

Many improvements were made at the 
existing store under the new management. A 
wider selection of products of all kinds were 
added to the existing inventory. With the 
help and hard work of family and many good 
employees, the business continued to grow 
rapidly. 

It soon became apparent that the existing 
building was no longer large enough to serve 
the needs of the customer. In 1978 an addi
tion was added which nearly doubled the 
size of Knap's. The addition included a com
pletely remodeled kitchen, a walk-in ice 
freezer, a large walk-in cooler for beverages, 
and a storage room in the rear of the store. 

The carry-out which started as a small 
business venture for Ivo Kremer has grown 
to become a thriving business for Mike and 
Rita Knapschaefer, thanks to all the good 
people of Coldwater and the surrounding 
communities. 

Today, as in the past, Knap's continues to 
provide fast, courteous, and convenient ser
vice and the highest quality fast food in the 
area. 



Lefeld Implement Inc. 

Paul Lefeld, Sr. original owner 

Lefeld Implement, Inc. is an agricultural and con
sumer product dealership for John Deere Company. 
Paul Lefeld started his farm equipment busines in 
August 1947 as the only employee. In the spring of 
1948 he built a cement block building located in 
Coldwater on North Second Street just south of 
Coldwater High School. Also at that time he added an 
employee, Carl Jackson, an ex-marine buddy, to help 
with the servicing of the equipment. Today, Carl 
Jackson owns and operates Jackson Garage in Celina, 
Ohio. 

After twenty years of successful business selling 
and servicing Case farm equipment, Paul Lefeld 
decided to relocate his business because they had out
grown the old facilities. In the summer of 1967, on the 
fourth of July, Lefeld Implement Company celebrated 
the grand opening of their new building located at 
5228 State Route 118, 1 mile north of Coldwater, 
Ohio. 

In December of 1971, Case decided to discontinue 
manufacturing combines and all harvesting equip
ment. Combines and harvesting equipment consisted 
of over half of Lefeld Implement Company's sales. In 
January of 1972, Paul signed a contract to sell and 
service equipment for John Deere Company. Paul's 
main reasons for signing with the John Deere 
Company were leadership in the farm equipment 
industry, sound dealer organization, complete line of 
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Lefeld Implement Co., First Building, North Second 
St., Coldwater 
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Lefeld Implement Inc., 5228 St. Rt. 118, Coldwater, 
Ohio 

high quality equipment, and no aggressive John Deere 
dealership in the area. Today, as in 1972, John Deere 
Company and Lefeld Implement Inc. mutually agree 
this contract has been good for Deere, Lefeld 
Implement, and the customers they serve. 

Lefeld Implement was a sole proprietorship since 
it began in 1947 by Paul Lefeld until 1975 when it 
changed into a corporation. Today's corporation con
sists of seven stockholders who are: Steve, Paul Jr., 
Mike, Ken, and Dan Lefeld, Judy (Lefeld) Marbaugh, 
and Carol (Lefeld) Feltz. As Lefeld Implement pro
gressed in the selling and servicing of John Deere 
farm equipment, their store in Coldwater became 
overloaded with work. To keep up with the demand of 
the farmers, the stockholders decided to build a 
Service Center at Willshire, Ohio, about 25 miles 
northwest of Coldwater. The new building was built in 
September of 1975. 

Paul Lefeld started the busines by himself in 
1947, and progressed up to more than thirty employ
ees. Paul is now seeing fourth generation of future 
farmer lads in the store with their dads who are 
grandsons of some of Lefeld Implement's first cus
tomers. Over the past 45 years Lefeld Implement Inc. 
has received many sales and service awards, and still 
maintains a conservative but progressive outlook for 
the future. 

Service Center, 10991 St. Rt. 49, Willshire, Ohio 



Werling Motors 
In 1951 Peanuts Werling, owner of 

Weding Motors, started buying cars and 
reselling them as a sideline while working 
at the Pet Milk Co. He also sold used cars 
part time for Rudy's Auto Sales in Celina. 
Eventually he started a used car lot called 
Midway Auto Sales located on State Route 
118 between Coldwater and St. Henry. A 
year later his father, Carl J. Werling, 
joined Peanuts as a partner in the used car 
business. Dusty Bomholt, an implement 
dealer from Celina, financed and held an 
interest in the business until 1953 when 
Peanuts and Carl purchased his interest. 

In July, 1954, the Werlings took over 
the Ford franchise know:n as Willett 
Motors in Coldwater and the Ford Garage 
building was sold to and is presently occu
pied by Dayton Power and Light Company. 
The Werlings then leased the former City 
Garage owned by Ed Stukenborg and 
remodeled it to become the new Ford 
Dealership. In 1956 the father and son 
team purchased the St. Marys, Ohio, Ford
Mercury dealership and Carl Werling man
aged that establishment. The St. Marys 
dealership was sold in 1957 and Peanuts 
purchased his father's interest in 
Coldwater in 1959. When Peanuts was 
franchised as the Ford dealership in 1954, 
he was the youngest dealer in the Detroit 
District at 28 years of age. In 1960 
Peanuts purchased the building from Ed 
Stukenborg and in 1963 he purchased the 
old City Hall, immediately South. That 
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building was torn down and the present 
dealership built in its place, with the 
Stukenborg building to be used entirely as 
a Service Department. The new parts 
department and Showroom is the largest 
in the area holding 26 cars under roof, 
which attracts buyers during bad weather 
who are interested in purchasing a new car 
that hasn't been weatherbeaten. 

The garage that was purchased from 
Ed Stukenborg was once the town's largest 
livery stable. The old City Hall was also 
used as a jail and fire department; the 
upstairs was once used as the Buckeye 
Overall Company, skating rink, dance hall, 
Nazarene Church Services, and meeting 
hall. The last years the building was used 
as the Coldwater Public library. 

Peanuts has purchased the old Tile 
Company office and lot as well as the 
Sinclair Service Station on South Second 
Street which is now used as the Werling 
Motors Body Shop and used car opera
tions. 

Werling Motors has one single owner -
the establishment is not incorporated with 
several owners. Peanuts Werling's son Bill 
Werling has been named as successor by 
the Ford Motor Company and will eventu
ally take over as sole owner. 

Bill Werling assumed the responsibili
ties as General Manager in 1985. 

1993 marks the 39th year for Werling 
Motors. Ford dealership. 



White-New Idea History Story 
Innovation has always been important in the farm 

equipment industry. Innovation and the changes that goes 
with it has led us to better and safer machinery, faster 
methods to farm and increased crop production for the whole 
world. It's that striving for improvement and innovation that 
started White-New Idea. 

The history of New Idea began in the year 1899 in a 
small country school near Maria Stein, Ohio. The schoolmas
ter, Joseph Oppenheim, was concerned because the boys con
tinually missed class to stay home to work on the farm, usu
ally loading and unloading manure. Not only was it a back
breaking job, but it also deprived them of their education. 
Oppenheim approached the problem at its source. 

He devised a means to help the boys perform the chore 
faster and easier with the invention of a mechanical manure 
spreader. His idea had such promise, he resigned his teach
ing position and formed his own company, the New Idea 
Spreader Works. In late October of 1899, the first New Idea 
manure spreader rolled off the assembly line of the small 
factory. Only two were sold during that first year. 

But by the second year, the spreaders, nicknamed "the 
wide spread", had caught on and sales increased dramatical
ly with 14 spreaders sold. 

The new entrepreneur enjoyed little of his success. In 
1901, Joseph Oppenheim died after a bout with typhoid. But 
his widow, Annie, was determined not to let his "New Idea" 
die. Using his insurance money, she continued the family 
business with the help of their son. 

The factory outside Maria Stein grew steadily to meet 
the increased demand for the spreaders. By 1910, the com
pany had grown so much it moved to Coldwater, Ohio to 
improve distribution by rail. Not only was New Idea the first 
to build a successful manure spreader, but it was the pioneer 
in the development of other farm equipment as well. 

There was the first 2-row pull-type corn picker, and 
later, a tractor-drawn model with power take-off. Other new 
products followed, such as the trailing mower, Columbian 
rake, elevator, the transplanter, and hay loader. 

New Idea challenged the entire farm equipment indus
try to think progressively and adapted to the changing needs 
of farmers. As product lines changed and improved through 
the years, company ownership was also changed. In 1945, 
the family-owned business was sold to AVCO Corporation 
and became AVCO New Idea. 

During that same year, production of hay tools 
increased with the development of the first tractor-type 

New Idea Spreader Works 
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mower equipment with a mechanical lift. Mower condition
ers and balers were added to the line later. Today's hay tool 
line supports two disc mower conditioners and sickle bar 
mower conditioner models to assure clean cutting and har
vesting under any field conditions. 

Three models of round balers offer versatility and han
dling ease and gives producers a choice of round bale size. 
Four models of disc mowers, two types of sickle bar mowers 
and rakes also offer farmers flexibility and design innova
tion. A dual rake hitch plus hay handling equipment also 
gives farmers more choices in their hay harvesting and han
dling methods. 

New Idea added another new product to its line in 1963 
- the UNI system, with the acquisition of self-propelled, 
interchangeable harvesting machines from Minneapolis 
Moline. New Idea advanced the system with harvesting 
attachments to fit various operations. Today the C-series 
power units can be equipped with forage harvesters, 
huskers, ear corn harvesters and various gathering heads to 
make the harvesting easier and affordable. 

The first manure spreader has evolved from a horse
drawn spreader to the 3600 series. These new spreaders, 
ranging in capacity from 90 - 390 bushels, are the result of 
what farmers have asked for - improved features with a 
choice of options to fit their particular operation. 

In July of 1984, New Idea was purchased by Allied 
Products Corporation. Other Allied Ag divisions included: 
Kewanee Farm Equipment and Bush Hog Implements. In 
May 1987, New Idea merged with another Allied Division, 
White Farm Equipment - a member of the Allied Group 
since late 1985. 

The White-New Idea merger, while retaining separate 
product brands and dealership identities, allowed greater 
manufacturing and administration efficiencies. 

The products now marketed under the White brand 
include the industry leading planter and tillage equipment. 
The White planter is known as the most accurate planter 
available today. The White tillage products include 
machines for today's farmers, such as conservation chisel 
plows. 

Agriculture has changed a great deal since Joseph 
Oppenheim first broke ground for the New Idea Spreader 
Works, but the company he founded, White-New Idea, has 
continued to fulfill his dream to produce a quality product at 
a competitive price that would help farmers do their work 
faster and easier. 

Current Plant 



Mercer County 
Stor&Lock 

Mercer County Stor & Lock is located at 751 Weis St. in the 
Coldwater Industrial Park. The business was started in 
December of 1988 by Duane and Kelly Sanning. Duane felt there 
was a need for personal and or business storage in Coldwater. 
Duane purchased the property with the help of his father, 
Richard Sanning. Mercer County Stor & Lock is the first self
storage building to be built in the Coldwater area. It provides 
needed storage for those people or businesses that do not have 
available storage space. One can rent by the month or by the 
year. There are twenty seven units available with five different 
sizes to choose from. 

Dave Selhorst of Coldwater has been managing the busi
ness since it started. He has been a great help to us. We are bet
ter able to serve our present and new customers with his help. 

Duane and Kelly reside in Greenville. Duane works full 
time as a Paramedic and part time at Sanning's Service Station 
in Coldwater. Kelly works at Wayne Hospital in Greenville. 

"At the present, we are adding new exterior lights. We have 
tripled the size of the parking lot. We hope to add boat and 
camper storage to our service. Enough property was purchased 
to build three additional buildings if the need arises. At this 
time we have a couple of units available to rent. As soon as those 
are filled, phase two will begin and the second building will be 
constructed. 

We are thankful we chose Coldwater as the site of our new 
venture. We hope we can be of great service to you." 

312 

Sanning Service Station 

1987 

Located at 401 South Second Street in Coldwater is 
Sanning's Service Station. Richard and Susanna Sanning have 
owned the station since October 1957. Gas sold then for $.32 a 
gallon and candy bars were a nickel. 

The original land had a building which housed supplies for 
the village of Coldwater. At that time the land was owned by 
John and Nettie Schroeder. In July of 1939 Lawrence and Alma 
Schlater purchased the property and erected a service station 
with the help of Clem Hemmelgarn. One of Lawrence's first 
employee's was Louis Schoen. In the 1950's it was a common 
gathering place for the "Korean War" age fellows to socialize. 

Albert Sanning worked with his son (Dick) until his death 
in 1964. The late Ray Speck worked with the Sanning's until his 
retirement in 1974. In 1972, Dick's eldest son, Duane, started 
workin-g with his father learning to be a mechanic. Charles, 
another son, started working part-time in the business, follow
ing in his brother footsteps in 1974. In the fall of 1975, after 
Duane's high school graduation, Dick left the business in 
Duane's hands. After Charles's graduation from Lincoln Tech, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, May 1978, he joined his brother full time. 
Duane furthered his education through evening courses at Ft. 
Wayne, Indiana. Their third son, Kevin started working part
time at 1984. After graduation, June 1988, from Northwestern 
Business College, Lima, Ohio; Kevin returned full time to the 
family business. Taking care of the clerical and bookkeeping 
chores for the last 35 years has been Susanna Sanning. 

With the change in the automotive industry, they out-grew 
the original structure. In the mid 70's remodeling was in order; a 
third bay added, aluminum siding graced the outside, another 
hoist, an electronic wheel alignment and rack, plus custom 
exhaust pipe bending equipment were added. July 1988 it was 
enlarged, doubling the original size to accommodate trucks and 
school buses. With stricter EPA regulations on service stations, 
on Dec. 12, 1989 gas was discontinued. 

Their mechanical services feature: electronic wheel align
ment and balancing, air conditioning, transmission and engine 
overhaul, brake service, radiator repair, complete custom 
exhaust system, and complete automotive repair. 

Sanning service is happy to be a service to Coldwater and 
surrounding communities for 35 years. 

Left to right: Duane, Kevin, and Chuck Sanning 



American Budget 
Company 

American Budget Company was incorporated 
under the laws of Ohio on October 8, 1928. Its 
Executive Offices are located at 16 South Washington 
Street, New Bremen, Ohio. Operating loan offices are 
located in Lima, Sidney, St. Marys, Versailles, 
Coldwater, Wapakoneta and New Bremen. 

Mrs. Patricia Muhlenkamp is Assistant Secretary 
and Manager of the Coldwater office at 208 West 
Main Street, where the branch has been located since 
1964. 

The Company owns and controls 100% of 
American Budget Mortgage Company which makes 
loans in amounts greater than the $5,000. small loan 
limit, securing same by a first or second mortgage on 
real estate and/or other collateral. 

The Company also owns and controls 100% of 
New Bremen Life Insurance Company, an Arizona 
based insurance affiliate which functions as a reinsur
er of credit life and accident and health insurance 
related to loan and retail accounts. 

As a licensed lender in the state of Ohio, the 
Company makes installment loans to credit-worthy 
borrowers on signature only, chattel property and real 
estate collateral. These loans are made for consolidat
ing outstanding bills, home improvements, college 
tuition, medical expenses and many other worthwhile 
purposes. 

American Budget Company also purchases retail 
installment contracts from selected dealers and mer
chants selling services, automobiles, household goods, 
appliances and other items on a time payment basis, 
thus permitting the consumer to acquire chattel goods 
when needed and to pay for their purchases in month
ly installments from future income. 
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Benanzer Nursery, Inc. 

Benanzer Nursery, Inc. is located at 3366 St. Rt. 
118. Bill Benanzer's first experience with the land
scaping occurred in April of 1946. He was employed at 
New Idea when the work force went on strike. To pay 
the bills, he began working for Bill Foss, owner and 
operator of Foss Nursery. After the strike ended, he 
returned to New Idea, but continued to work at the 
Foss Nursery in the evenings and during weekends. 

Three years later, he took several correspondence 
courses in landscaping. With that knowledge, he 
began designing the landscape for both residential 
and commercial places. 

After working part-time for Foss Nursery for thir
teen years, he started his own business. As the busi
ness grew, he purchased a used pick-up truck and 
hired some part-time help. He remembers completing 
twenty-three jobs that first year. Four years later, he 
completed one hundred and six jobs in one year, and 
he began bidding on commercial jobs. 

The business continued where three to five men 
would work during the day and fifteen to eighteen 
would work on Saturday. 

As the business continued to expand, he began 
spraying and treating trees, evergreens and turf. 
Shortly thereafter, the Environmental Protection 
Agency required the Department of Agriculture to 
License and certify this activity. Currently there are 
three licensed operators and applicators. 

Several yeras later, Benanzer expanded into the 
Mauget Feeding Process. This allows the applicator to 
treat small to very large trees by injecting insecti
cides, fungicides, or stimulants directly into the trees. 
This procedure required additional schooling and 
training for the applicators. 

In 1986, the business was incorporated. Even 
though it has expanded greatly since 1946, it still 
remains a family business. In 1990, the business was 
purchased by their daughter and son-in-law, Fred and 
Nancy Riethman. Nancy, growing up with the busi
ness and Fred helping Bill since 1975, it still remains 
a family oriented business. In those years since 1975, 
Fred has attended many different schools pertaining 
to the landscaping and horticulture field. He has also 
obtained his spraying license and has learned the art 
of Mauget. Fred and Nancy offer the same service as 
in the past and plan to expand the business as time 
goes on. (Fred & Nancy's children, Joshua and Jodi do 
many little tasks for the business, which helps every
one out.) 



Bettie's Restaurant 
The familiar landmark on the corner of 

Main and Second Streets in downtown 
Coldwater known for many years as ''Bettie's 
Corner" and famous for its pan-fried chicken, 
rabbit, and shrimp, was originally estab
lished in the late eighteen hundreds. The 
original propietor was J. A. Giere, who called 
it "Corner Oak Saloon - Giere's Place." In the 
early nineteen hundred's, Alex and Edward 
Giere joined their father in the business. 

In approximately 1935, Gus Bettinger 
bought the business and renamed it "Bettie's 
Restaurant". Through the years, Gus became 
noted for his extra little seasonings on his 
entrees. Cot and Linie Schoen worked for 
Gus for many years and in 1966 bought the 
restaurant. Cot died in 1967 and thereafter 
Linie and his wife Pauline managed the 
business. Linie died in 1971 and Pauline ran 
the business alone until it was sold to Mel 
and Agnes Bertke in April, 1972, - the pre
sent owners. 

Through the years many businesses have 
come and gone but the familiar landmark 
across from the Catholic Church remains -
Bettie's Restaurant. 
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Briarwood Manor 

Briarwood Manor, 830 West Main Street, 
Coldwater, Ohio - Phone (419) 678-2311. 

Briarwood Manor is a 100 bed dually cer
tified (Medicare/Medicaid) comprehensive 
care facility located on the western entrance 
of Coldwater, Ohio. The Manor is adjacent to 
the Joint Township Community Hospital for 
convenience of the residents and their fami
lies. The Manor will complete in 1993 a total 
renovation and is justifiably proud of this 
state-of-the-art facility for greater Mercer 
County. The residential touches are seen 
everywhere from the beautiful dining room, 
the lounges, the many outdoor patios and 
especially the private and semi-private resi
dent rooms. 

Secure Care System 

If you have a loved one who is prone to 
wander, our homes are now equipped with 
the Secure Care System. Secure Care pro
vides for a higher level of safety and a new 
found freedom for our wandering residents. 



Central Soft Water 
Service, Inc. 

In 1959 the Central Plumbing and Heating 
Company changed its name and business to Central 
Soft Water. The soft water portion of the company 
grew rapidly. In 1961 a similar operation was pur
chased in Delphos, Ohio, which doubled the size of the 
operation. In 1962 another purchase was made in Van 
Wert, Ohio. 

With these purchases, the company broadened its 
service area to seven Ohio counties and three counties 
in Indiana. The business expanded service to include 
not only softening and water conditioning equipment, 
but also special filters for iron, sulphur, taste and odor 
problems. At this time automatic treatment equip
ment was added to the line of portable exchange 
tanks. The principle supplies of automatic equipment 
was the Water King Company. 

The owners of the corporation were William King 
and Seranus Seitz. In 1973 Robert King and Richard 
Wuebker joined the company. William King purchased 
Mr. Seitz's interest in the corporation. In 1978 a 
branch office was established in Greenville to better 
service customers in Darke and surrounding counties. 
This office is located at 142 W. Water Street and is 
managed by Ms. Mary Jefferies. 

In 1984 another branch office was established at 
446 S. Main Street in Lima, Ohio to service customers 
in the Northern counties. The manager of this office is 
Bob Beebe. 

In October of 1975 Central Soft Water Inc. was 
appointed the exclusive dealer for Kinetico, Inc. in 
West Central Ohio and Eastern Indiana. Kinetico 
manufactures the most revolutionary water condition
ing equipment in the industry. This line of equipment, 
which is non-electric, operates on demand and uses 
less salt, helped establish Central Soft Water as the 
leading water treatment company in the area. 

The present officers of the company are: Bill King, 
President; Bob King, Vice-President; Dick Wuebker, 
Sec-Treas.; Les Quinter, who has been with the com
pany since 1966, is General Manager. Marlene 
Frilling is the Office Manager. Other present employ
ees are: Steve Weitzel, Sue Ahrens, Doug Koesters, 
Tony Rammel, Paul Hart and Mike Kaup. 
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COBAFrom 
Humble Beginnings • • • 
The Western Ohio Breeders' Association was orga

nized in 1942 near George Fisher's barn on State 
Route 118 between Coldwater and Celina, OH. In the 
beginning it served Mercer, Allen and Auglaize coun
ties. At the time of the merger with the Northeastern 
Ohio Breeding Association to form the Central Ohio 
Breeding Association, twelve counties were being ser
viced on the western side of the state. 

In August of 1945, negotiations about the consoli
dation began. At this time, AK. VanDemark of Lima 
was serving as President of the Western Ohio 
Breeders' Association, and John A Davis of Hamilton 
as Secretary. Directors for the association were: 
Lawrence Schroeder, St. Marys; Ralph Dicke, New 
Bremen; James Tingley, Rockford; V. Lyle Kiser, 
Wapakoneta; Frank Moore, New Paris; Forest 
Marshall, Ansonia; Charles Wolfe, Minster; Ralph 
Warner, Union; Walter B. Moeller, Dayton; W.H. 
Christman, Eaton; and Lee McBride, Convoy. These 
men were also to be the first from the Western Ohio 
Breeders' Association to serve on the Board of 
Directors for the Central Ohio Breeding Association. 
On a 113 acre farm in Franklin county, the two orga
nizations were brought together. Especially signifi
cant about the organization and the growth of artifi
cial breeding is that operations were started only after 
dairymen desired and requested the service. 

After several years of working together and some 
months of negotiations, COBA, KABA (Kentucky 
Artificial Breeding Association), NIBCO (Northern 
Illinois Breeding Cooperative), and SIBA (Southern 
Illinois Breeding Association) formed a new organiza
tion to be owned by these four and called Select Sires. 
Today, COBNSELECT SIRES, INC. serves the needs 
of our beef and dairy customers in an eight state area 
which includes, Ohio, Western Pennsylvania, Western 
West Virginia, Eastern Indiana, Texas, Oklahoma, 
New Mexico and Arizona. Our goal has always been to 
provide the highest quality service humanly possible 
for herd and breed improvement. The Select Sires 
family, of which COBA is an integral member, has 
expanded to twelve member cooperatives serving the 
entire United States and several foreign countries. 
The total organization has annual sales amounting to 
more than five million units of semen. 

Many thanks to those who shared their 
Magnificent Barn with us. 

COBA \SELECT SIRES, INC. 
1124 Altoa•Dart,y Road• Columbus, Ohio 43228-9705 • PlwlDe (614) 878-5333 
13974 State Hipway 64W • Tyler, Tau 75704-8203 • r...e (903) !9S-3781 



The Coldwater 
Implement Company 

The Coldwater Implement Company was incorpo
rated on March 7, 1935, to buy out the John Long 
Implement Company, which had been in business in 
Coldwater since about 1920. The original stockholders 
of the Coldwater Implement Company were Henry 
Synck, Theodore H. Oppenheim, Harold Colby, and 
Frank Mestemaker. On February 10, 1936, Joseph 
and Frank Mestemaker bought the entire stock from 
the other stockholders. Tom and Jack Mestemaker 
became co-owners in 1959. Tom retired in 1975 after 
36 years of service. Jack Mestemaker and his son 
Mark, along with Bill Fox and Dick Sanning are the 
present stockholders. 

The dealership became an Allis-Chalmers and 
New Idea dealer the first year. In 1951 they added the 
Sperry New Holland line to the selection of farm 
equipment available to their customers. To this day, 
they still sell the same lines of equipment except with 
name changes - Deutz-Allis, White New Idea, and 
Ford New Holland. 

The old dealership, located in the heart of 
Coldwater, served the area farmers until 1976. But 
with improvements came changes and a 4 acre site 
located north of Coldwater on Route 118 was pur
chased and a new 70 by 130 ft building was erected. 

The new store features a display area for lawn 
and garden equipment, several offices, parts depart
ment, and a large shop area. 
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Aerial View of auction at F & J Farm Service. 

The Coldwater Young Farmers Association was 
chartered in 1977 and is a unit of the Ohio Young 
Farmers Association. The purpose of the organization 
is to provide a means for which young farmers and 
agribusiness individuals can improve themselves and 
their operations through educational and leadership 
activites. Educationial sessions are held throughout 
the winter months. The organization also conducts 
various community service and recreational activities. 
A major community service activity of the organiza
tion is the annual consignment auction held the sec
ond Saturday of February. This auction is held in 
cooperation with F & J Farm Service and the 
Coldwater Auction Service. Each year the auction 
averages over 800 items consigned and $80,000 in 
gross receipts. The organization provides substantial 
support to the Mercer County Junior Fair through 
financial incentives to FFA exhibitors and award 
sponsorship. College scholarships are awarded each 
year to Mercer County students entering college with 
a major in Agriculture. 

At the auction, Ernie Uhlenhake in center, Ernie 
Kuess to his left, and behind him, Jerry Wenning, 
helping clerk. 



Cron's Nationwide Ins. 

Cron's 

In 1958 Nationwide Insurance Companies 
signed Maurice Cron as a part time insurance 
agent. In September of 1960 Maurice went full time 
with the company and moved to Coldwater, Ohio. 
He maintained his office in his home at 107 N. 
Cedar Street. In June of 1973 he moved his office to 
217 South Second Street. This gave him the much 
needed office space to service his policyholders. 

The agency continues to grow in policyholders 
with the casualty line making up the greatest por
tion of business. He is licensed to sell all lines of 
insurance including mutual funds. Over the years, 
he was awarded the President Club Award in 
Service, member of the President Club and the 
Challenger Club, company awards given to agents 
who meet the company's high standards. 

Major changes seen in the operations of daily 
business went from all transactions done manually 
in triplicate to a computer automation system. 
With the computer, all paper work is suppressed. 

Nationwide implemented a drive-up claims ser
vice which has proved to be very efficient in han
dling claims. One of the drive-up claims stations is 
serviced out of Maurice's office. 

He has served the Company not only as an 
agent, but also on their advisory boards which help 
to keep their motto "In-Service-With-People" a real
ity. 

The insurance field is a constantly changing 
one and requires continuing educational programs. 
Maurice has successfully completed many courses 
and has the LUTC and CLU designations. He is an 
active member in both organizations. 
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Custom Body Shop 

The Custom Body Shop was established by Tom 
Hoyng on March 1, 1961, on Butler Street; before 
there was a Butler Street. At that time it was a 
narrow one way road running just that far West. 

Tom Hoying had become an auto body repair
man in January 1955, when he returned from mili
tary service. After working for serveral area deal
ers, he started working for himself in rented space 
in 1958. In 1960 he bought a used wrecker and has 
been pulling autos in off the road since then. Then 
in 1961 came the big move to the new building to 
Butler Street. 

Since then the business has prospered and 
expanded. In December 1986 the present building 
was purchased. The 1961 building is and will con
tinue to be used for refinishing. Besides auto colli
sion repair, they have expanded their business to 
include industrial refinishing, and his son Dan 
refinishes home interior and exterior doors. 
Actually, they can refinish just about anything. 
Besides Tom, there are two full time employees; 
Tom's son Dan with 1 7 years experience, and Matt 
Wolters with 3 years experience. 

Custom Body Shop is located at 105 West 
Butler Street, Coldwater. 



F & J Farm Service, Inc. 

-
F & J Farm Service Inc. is a full service fer

tilizer, seed, and farm chemical dealer specializ
ing in customer service. The business was start
ed in 1972 by Floyd Winner, Joe Dues, Fred 
Kremer and Judy Dalk, all of whom participated 
in the actual construction of the original build
ings. 

F & J's primary business still remains in sell
ing and applying of fertilizer seed and chemicals 
and the service that goes with them, but they 
have since expanded into the lawn and garden 
areas as well. Technology has changed through 
the years and F&J has changed with it. Total; 
Soil Management (TSM) has become a large part 
of the business, assisting local farmers in getting 
the best results for every dollar spent on crops 
and soils. Today services include farm crop plan
ning, soil and tissue testing, test plot compari
son, and management to comply with current 
government programs. This way cust?mers can 
try various products or cultural practices u~der 
their own field conditions, with evaluat10ns 
assistance from F&J. 

F&J Farm Service currently has six full time 
employees including Floyd Winner, Linda 
Leugers, Steve Knapke, Mark Hess, Annie Kunk 
and Dave Robbins. 

F&J Farm Service Inc. is located at 3971 
Burkettsville St. Henry Road, Coldwater, OH 
45828. 
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Hardin Creek Machine & 
Tool Company 

Hardin Creek Machine & Tool Co., located at 
200 E. Hardin St. in Coldwater, Ohio, was found
ed in February of 1984 by Jerry Turner. The 
business designs and builds a variety of tools and 
dies for local and area companies. These compa
nies manufacture bicycles, residential lighting, 
rubber products, farm machinery, medical and 
hospital equipment. Machined parts for hog and 
poultry production are also made. 

In 1988 a 3500 square foot addition was 
added for additional machine, storage and 
assembly space. In 1989 the company purch~sed 
two C.N.C. milling machines. Computer Aided 
Drafting was added in 1992 to further help in 
design capabilities. 

The company presently employs eleven peo
ple. 



Hogenkamp 
Funeral Home 
715 East Main Street 

Coldwater, Ohio 

The Funeral Home in Coldwater was founded 
in 1900 by Joseph R. Desch. In 1934 he sold his 
business to his son G.P. Desch, who operated it 
for 31 years. On January 10, 1965, the business 
on West Walnut Street was sold N.J. Hogenkamp 
Sons, Inc. The Hogenkamp business was estab-
1 i shed in 1874 in Minster, OH by Joseph 
Knostman & Bernard Jay Hogenkamp. In the 
early 1900's the busines was taken over by 
Nicholas J. Hogenkamp and in 1938 the business 
was bought by Nicholas P. Hogenkamp. After the 
death of Nicholas P. in 1967 the business was 
purchased by his sons Nicholas A. and B. Jay. 
The firm is now going into its fifth generation as 
Nicholas C. son of Nicholas A. and Brian J. son of 
B. Jay and are currently working with the firm. 
On March 30, 1975 the funeral home was moved 
to its current location. The funeral home has 
been managed since 1965 by B. Jay Hogenkamp, 
with his son Brian J. Hogenkamp beginning to 
work with him in 1993. 
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Homan Real Estate 

Tom Homan started in the real estate busi
ness in the year 1959 when he received his real 
estate sales license. Tom worked real estate sales 
part time and also worked a full time job at the 
local New Idea plant. 

In the Fall of 1962, Tom received his Brokers 
license and started in full time real estate sales 
from his office located in his home at 609 West 
Vine Street. 

As Coldwater and Tom's business grew, he 
purchased the old Methodist Church property 
from the Church of God in 1971 and built a new 
home with more office space at 516 West Main 
Street. 

In the year 1974 Tom's oldest son, Dave 
received his real estate license. Dave worked real 
estate sales part time and was also employed by 
Huffy in Celina. After Dave received his Brokers 
license in 1977, Dave and Tom formed a partner
ship that is today known as Homan Real Estate. 

In 1978 Homan Real Estate purchased the 
Sunderhaus residence and former barber shop 
located at 120 and 124 West Main Street. After 
clearing the lot, their new office facility was com
pleted in 1980. 

In February 1993, Tom Homan transferred 
his one half ownership in Homan Real Estate to 
his youngest son, Tom Homan Jr. Tom Sr. 
announced he was going into semi-retirement 
after 34 years in the business. Tom Jr. joined his 
brother Dave as co-owner of Homan Real Estate. 

Tom Jr. was a graduate of the University of 
Cincinnati where he majored in Business 
Administration. He received his sales license in 
April of 1992. He previously served as a mort
gage loan underwriter for Society National Bank, 
Dayton. 

Homan Real Estate is actively involved in 
residential, commercial, farm sales and also 
rental property management. 



Judy A. Koesters 
Attorney At Law 

~ 

Judy A. Koesters is a 1986 graduate of the 
University of Dayton School of Law and has been 
licensed as an attorney since November 1986. She initial
ly began her legal career with Turner and Ramer Co., 
L.P.A. in Piqua, Ohio. In April 1988, she returned to her 
native Coldwater to associate as a partner with Paul 
Howell. The pair practiced under the firm name of 
Howell and Koesters Co., L.P.A. located at 420 S. First 
Street, Coldwater, Ohio. Mrs. Koesters and Mr. Howell 
maintained their partnership until January 1993 when 
Mr. Howell became the Mercer County Prosecuting 
Attorney. Mrs. Koesters has continued as a sole practi
tioner at the same location. One of only four female attor
neys in Mercer County, Mrs. Koesters' law practice con
sists primarily of estates and estate planning, wills, 
domestic relations and real estate. In addition to her 
legal practice, Mrs. Koesters is active in the community 
and is the mother of two daughters, Lindsey (age 3) and 
Kari (age 2). She is married to Levarn Koesters, formerly 
of Carthagena, Ohio. 

Mrs. Koesters' law practice is located in the former 
New Idea Administration Building at the corner of West 
Sycamore and South First Streets in Coldwater. The law 
office occupies the first floor of the building and the sec
ond foor has been converted to living quarters. The build
ing is a landmark in New Idea history. Constructed in 
the early 1920s, it is a stately stone edifice with a large 
entrance stairway and pronounced roof overhangs. It is 
characterized by large meeting rooms and small offices 
formerly occupied by New Idea's secretaries, accountants, 
sales managers and president. In the late 1930s, New 
Idea initiated plans to add additional floors to the exist
ing two story building. A one level wooden structure was 
attached to the rear of the main structure and was 
intended to temporarily house employees until new con
struction could be completed. However, the start of World 
War II thwarted new construction and the wooden struc
ture became permanent. 

The building stood vacant for several years until 
1986 when it was purchased by Paul Howell. Over the 
years, numerous aesthetic and structural changes have 
been made to the building, including remodeling and 
redecorating of both floors and tearing down the wooden 
structure attached to the rear of the main building. In 
addition, the exterior of the building was given a new 
look when it was painted tan with green trim, thereby 
ending the era of the well-known "white house". 
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Home Service Station 

In the early 1900's, the corner of First and Main 
streets housed a movie theatre owned by Al Pontius. 
During the next decade the building was converted to a 
Standard Oil gas station. In the 1940's and 1950's, owner 
John Schroeder operating under the name "Home Service 
Station" was kept busy with a car washing business and 
servicing the Pet Milk Co.'s fleet of milk trucks. The 
thriving company had approximately 60 flat bed trucks 
which picked up the milk cans from area farmers. 

After the death of John Schroeder in 1955, the busi
ness was sold to Wilbert Bruns and Eugene "Jim" 
Ontrop. The partners continued to sell Standard Oil 
products and also expanded the facility to accommodate 
the rapidly changing automobile industry. During this 
period services included gasoline sales, car washes, and 
automobile maintenance. About 15 years later the busi
ness converted from Standard Oil to Texaco products. 

In 1978 the untimely death of "Jim" Ontrop left car
rying on the business to Wilbert and his two employees, 
Larry Hausfeld and Dan Brackman. 

Texaco Oil discontinued their services in Ohio in 
1980 and Home Service, Inc., converted to Marathon Oil. 
The business was sold to Larry and Dan in 1986 who con
tinue to offer full service for auto repair and gasoline 
sales. Today's world has meant keeping up with the inno
vative computerized automotive systems. 



Moorman, Harting 
&Company 

Certified Public Accountants 

In May of 1955, Anthony F. Moorman started in 
business as Moorman's Accounting and Tax Service. 
Robert and Samuel purchased the business from their 
father in 1971. They continued to use their father's office 
until the fall of 1975, when they moved into a new build
ing located at 815 W. Main St., Co!dwater, Ohio. At this 
time the name of the business was changed to Moorman 
&Moorman. 

In 1984, two CPAs who were employees of the firm 
were admitted as partners to the firm. They were Patrick 
Moorman, a brother to Robert and Samuel Moorman and 
James Harting. It was at this time when the name of the 
firm was changed to its present name, Moorman, Harting 
& Company. In April of 1992, the firm opened a full time 
office in Celina in addition to the Coldwater office. The 
Celina office is located at 531 E. Market St. 

The Certified Public Accounting firm now offers a 
wide variety of services for business, agriculture and 
individuals. Some of the services include income tax 
preparation, financial statement preparation, estate 
planning and advisory, payroll check preparation, along 
with a variety of other accounting services. 

Currently the firm's full time and part time staff of 
the Coldwater office, including the partners, consists of: 
James W. Harting, CPA, Patrick H. Moorman, CPA, 
Samuel J. Moorman, CPA, Robert E. Moorman, CPA 
Cynthia Goubeaux, Phyllis Moorman, Janet Bills, Rose 
Lochtefeld, Carla Post, Karen Rindler, Jane Cheek, 
Sandy Rindler, Judy Otte, and Rhonda Moeller. 

Pictured are some of the staff of Moorman, Harting & 
Company. 
From left to right: Sandy Rindler, Karen Rindler, Patrick 
H. Moorman, Samuel J. Moorman, James W. Harting, 
Jane Cheek, Carla Post, Rhonda Moeller. 
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Ray's Refrigeration, Inc. 

Ray's Refrigeration, Inc .. is located at the North edge 
of Coldwater. The founder, Ray Wenning, started in 
refrigeration during 1946 after coming out of the military 
service. In 1949 Ray started his own family business, 
which now consists of the following employees: Ron, 
Mike, Dan, Paul, Mary, Cindy Wenning, Jean Braun and 
RonKunk. 

Ray's Refrigeration sells and services residential and 
commercial equipment, appliances such as air-condition
ers, refrigerators, freezers, dishwashers, ice makers, 
microwave ovens, stoves, furnaces, cooling units, walk-in 
freezers, water coolers, ice machines and some other 
store equipment. Some of the brands they carry include 
for heating and air-conditiong equipment: Lennox 
"Pulse", "Bryant", Geothermal ''Water Furnace", for com
mercial coolers: Nor-Lake; for household appliances: 
Amana, Frigidaire, Gibson, Jenn-Air and KitchenAid. 
Other specialty items are also sold that relate to the 
above products. 



Schwieterman's 
Pharmacy 

Left to Right: Karen Hutson, Dale Bertke, Mary 
Geier, Linie Zumberge, Kay Overman, Chris 
Muhlenkamp 

Schwieterman's Pharmacy in Coldwater is one 
of five retail store's currently owned and operated 
by Schwieterman's Drug Stores, Inc. The corpora
tion is headquartered in New Bremen and was 
founded in 1916 by Urban Schwieterman and was 
passed on to a son, David Schwieterman, who 
owned the operation until December of 1992. The 
business has developed into a fairly diverse health 
care operation offering prescription service at 
retail, durable medical equipment, nursing home 
services including prescriptions and consulting, 
colostomy supplies, and general health and beauty 
aids. The operation was computerized in 1983, 
allowing for quicker, more accurate, and complete 
service. Insurance billing is much more effective 
with this technology, and the data storage and 
printing functions allow for sophisticated forms 
generation for the nursing homes that are on con
tract. 

Schwieterman's Drug Store Inc. has a long and 
steady history of growth in Mercer and Auglaize 
county areas. From humble beginnings in New 
Bremen, the store in Coldwater got its start in 1974 
at the current site of Mercer County Awards on 
Main Street. From there, the business moved to its 
new location on Hillcrest near the mall in 1982. All 
nursing home functions are conducted from this 
location. Store manager Linie Zumberge would like 
to take this opportunity to thank the friends and 
neighbors that have made this operation a success, 
and thanks to the store staff who have made the 
business a proud member of the Mercer County 
community. 

The owners are Mark Dominik of St. Marys and 
Linie Zumberge of rural Celina. In addition to 
stores in New Bremen and Coldwater, the corpora
tion has a store in Fort Loramie, St. Marys, and 
Minster. 
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Robert Winner Sons Inc. 

On April 17, 1957, Robert Winner Sons Inc. of 
Osgood, Ohio bought 1-1/2 acres of ground from Leo 
Osterholt of Philothea, Ohio, 1-1/4 miles west of 
Philothea to build a new stockyard. Construction 
was started within two weeks with Leo Pohl from 
Burkettsville doing the construction work. The 
building was completed August 15, 1957 and the 
business opened for the purchase of livestock. An 
addition was built onto the building in 1963. 

Robert Winner started the buying with lvo B. 
Heitkamp hired as the permanent manager. Robert 
Winner worked with lvo for about a month as a 
training program and he was later assisted by Leo 
Wenning and Frank Kramer until they retired. 
Ronald Spoltman was Iva's assistant from 1962 
through 1988. Then as Ivo was nearing retirement, 
Neal Klosterman was hired on August 1, 1990 and 
lvo remains with Neal on a part time arrangement. 

The stockyard buy hogs from area farmers, 
then grades and sorts these hogs to be shipped to 
packers in Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Tennessee, 
North Carolina and Iowa. The stockyard also buys 
and sells feeder pigs and cattle. Customers can also 
leave hogs at the yard for custom butchering and 
further processing which is done at the Osgood 
Plant. 

Robert Winner started the business in Osgood 
in 1930 with a meat market and grocery store with 
a small slaughter house west of town. The first 
stockyard was built in 1940 east of Osgood, the 
locker plant was added in 1944 with the present 
location of the packing plant added in 1946. The 
five sons of Robert Winner operated the business 
from 1951 until 1986. Since then, four brothers 
retired (all remain on a part time schedule and as 
advisors). Ken, along with eight of the sons contin
ue to operate the business. With a stockyard, pack
ing plant and livestock feeding operation in 
Greenville, Oh and buying yards in Williamsburg, 
Ind. and Ashland, Oh there is plenty of work. 



Complete 
Auto Repair 
Service, Inc. 

From a chicken coup to a modern Auto and 
Truck repair center. The complete history of the 
business ran at 120 S. Third St. in Coldwater, Ohio. 

In the early 1900's the building, which now 
houses the office and parts department for 
(C.A.R.S.) Inc. Complete Auto Repair Service. It 
began its business history as a chicken coup, owned 
by The John Giere family. They kept the chickens 
warm in the winter by Mrs. Giere making home
made soap in a cast iron kettle. 

The family then remodeled the coup into an 
office and added on a larger building. In this new 
building they manufactured 300 lb. blocks of ice. 
This ice, they sold to area homes and businesses. 
With the demise of using block ice for refrigeration 
needs. They closed down the operation. 

Next came Coldwater Implement Co. They 
bought the building and used it for assembling and 
storing farm equipment until they relocated to 
north end of Coldwater. 

In 1978 Ralph (Bud) Griesdorn and his family 
purchased the building, to expand their Service 
Station Business. This allowed them to better serve 
their customers Auto and Truck repair needs in the 
area. In June of 1993 "Bud" after 43 years as a 
mechanic and 20 years as a business owner retired. 
He sold his share of the business to his nephew Jim 
Gross. 

Complete Auto Repair Service Inc. (C.A.R.S.) 
formally Coldwater Auto Repair Service, now is 
owned by Randy Griesdorn and Jim Gross. We offer 
complete auto and truck repairs. We do both major 
and minor repairs on both foreign and domestic 
vehicles. We are open six days a week, and we will 
pick up and deliver your vehicle for your conve
nience. Call us at 419-678-4949 and help us contin
ue the long business history at 120 S. Third St. 
Coldwater, Ohio. 
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Corner Dry Cleaning 
And Laundry Service 

Staff: Gayle Beckman, Jeannette Sutter, Stacy 
Moeller and Tammy Muhlenkamp, and owners Rita 
and Mark Bensman. (Vic Hillerman does mainte
nance.) 

Corner Dry Cleaning and Laundry Service is 
located at 502 West Walnut, Coldwater, Ohio. 
Corner Dry Cleaning and Laundry Service began 
on May 12, 1986, when Mark and Rita Bensman 
bought out Coldwater Laundry Village from Bob 
Ballinger. They continued the coin operated laun
dromat, but changed it from a dry cleaning drop off 
point to a dry cleaning business. 

On January 1, 1987, Mark and Rita bought out 
Doug Rinderle. The day cleaning business 
increased rapidly so more room was needed. In 
November 1987, construction was started on the 
north end of the building. More dry cleaning equip
ment was also needed, so in August 1988, Mark 
and Rita bought out One Hour Cleaners in St. 
Marys, from Pat and June Winans. 

In May of 1990, commercial laundry work for 
Buckeye Apparel, Inc. began. This commercial work 
included stone washing, pigment dye rinsing, and 
acid washing. Soon after, A to Z clothing, out of 
Greenville, contacted Mark to do some various 
pressing jobs for The Limited Express, Lands End, 
Structure, and Lane Bryant. As the commercial 
work grew, the coin operation laundromat closed 
and industrial laundry equipment was brought in. 
This satisfied the need of Buckeye Apparel, Inc. of 
Coldwater and A to Z Clothing of Greenville, Ohio. 



Washington Township, Mercer County, Ohio 
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* This page was sponsored in memory of the Alig, Homan, and Muhlenkamp Families, for the convenience of those who 
wish to tour Washington Township roads, to see the big barns and to appreciate our rural heritage. 
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Joseph W. Schoenherr, 4181 Burrville Road, 
Coldwater, has this barn. In the past, the barn 
was always used for cows that they milked, and 
storage of hay and straw. Today, they still have 
the straw and hay, and raise calves in the barn. 
He tells a story about the barn that many 
people tell, that he does not know when the barn 
was built, because all of the older people who 
would know, are gone, and the younger ones do 
not know. 

Donald Schoenlein, 4299 Burrville Road, 
Coldwater, has this barn, which was built about 
1900. This gable roofed barn has five lightning 
rods standing on the roof ridge. The barn has al
ways been used for livestock, and hay and 
straw storage. On the front barn door is the bas
ketball rim. Farm youth are a good help on the 
farm, and they also have a good time on the 
farm. Many barns have basketball rims, either 
outside, or inside; some have the rim set up in 
the mow. 
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In 1967, Glen and June Florence purchased 
forty acres of land from Gard Brandon Family, 
just north of the intersection of St. Anthony and 
Burrville Roads. At that time, the barn set east 
and west. The Florences renovated the peg 
barn, by taking off the machine shed and corn 
crib, turning the barn to set north and south, 
cutting the height from three to four feet shor
ter, and residing two of the sides, with two sides 
still having the old original siding. Apparently, 
the previous owners used the barn for horses 
and cows because the Florences tore out sev
eral stalls. Through the years, the Florences 
have fed sheep and hogs in this barn. The barn 
is easy to find because it is the only green barn 
trimmed with orange and yellow doors in Wash
ington Township! 

A view of the Florence barn in 1967; their 
daughter Leisa is standing in front of the barn. 



In 1850 John and Catharine Pflughaupt 
Menchhofer of Strassburg, Alsace, France 
came to America and homesteaded at 5160 
Burrville Road, Coldwater, Ohio. 

The family's first log cabin home was built 
shortly after their arrival and, since John had a 
special interest in purebred short-horn cattle, it 
is believed the large 26 x 80 ft. log barn and its 
south lean-to shed were, also, built sometime in 
the 1850's. 

Today the barn consists of its original pole 
rafters, north and south mows, and an east half
mow. Its south dirt floor stable with wood-fas
ten stalls and feed mangers, also, remain. Al
together, the barn consists of six separate areas 
for milking, animal shelter, and storage. 

Having been passed down from one Mench
hof er generation to another, the barn was 
owned by John and Catharine's great-grandson, 
Martin Menchhofer and his wife, Marge, from 
1948 to 1963. They replaced the northwest 
hardwood corner walls of the unpainted barn 
with cement blocks for a milking parlor. Either 
Martin's grandfather or father had replaced the 
barn's shingled roof with a standing-seam 
metal roof. 

In 1963 Jim and Thelma Buschur Homan of 
Celina, Ohio purchased the Menchhofer home
stead. A year later, Jim, with the help of his 
brother-in-law, Marvin Buschur, removed the 
barn's lean-to shed and hauled the weathered 
lumber back to the east woods after which Jim 
sledge-hammered each piece of wood siding 
from the main structure. 

Ferd Muhlenkamp, his brother Leander and 
sons Ed and Terry Muhlenkamp jacked up the 
barn, and a cement foundation was poured be
neath. They restored some of the interior, aged, 
wooden pillars and resided the barn's exterior 
that was later painted white. 

Abe Lincoln of Celina kept horses in the 
barn which, also, has been rented out to area 
farmers for the storage of cattle and machin
ery. The five Homan children associate the 
barn with fun times while they grew up. Meet
ing with disapproval from their parents, 
though, was one particular, risky in~ident whE:n 
they tied a rope around the waist of tl!err 
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youngest brother and lowered him outside from 
one of the mows to the ground. The barn is one 
of the few remaining homestead barns in 
Washington Township. 

An interior view of the east half-mow and 
south haymow, of Jim Homan's barn. 

The tornado of May 14, 1886 destroyed the 
original barn, along with the house, at 6655 
Burrville Road, Celina. W.H. Bryan salvaged 
some of the hand hewn beams for use when he 
built the barn that stands today. W.H. Bryan's 
grandson, James Bryan, added the we~t addi
tion and a cement hog floor to the barn m 1965. 
The third generation, James and Evelyn Bryan, 
presently own the farm. 



Three barns were built by Henry Wellman 
on the west side of Erastus-Durbin Road; the 
last being built for the Buckloh family in 1897. 
The barn is now covered with steel siding, but 
still has the original siding and shingles under
neath. Some of the interior structure is unique, 
to reduce supports; a cantilevered type con
struction was used to open up the barn for loose 
hay. The beams for this barn were sawn on the 
spot of native timber. Katie Clouse, daughter of 
Jon and Betty Clouse, is the fifth generation to 
use this barn, which stands at 5069 Erastus-Dur
bin Road, Coldwater. 

This rainbow roof increased storage space 
in the barn built by the Amish families of Henry 
Schwartz, two brothers, and two brothers-in
law, in 1950. Henry's labor charge was $1.50 per 
hour; the others were $1.15 per hour. The six 
week labor cost was $1,434.73. A number of the 
neighbors helpd free of charge whenever they 
could. The barn has the mortise and tenon 
joints and pinned together. The barn has been 
used for dairy and beef cattle, hay and straw, 
and storage. Today, the barn is used for beef 
and storage. This unique barn belongs to Harold 
Buckloh, 5160 Erastus Durbin Road, Coldwater. 
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Henry Wellman built this barn in 1896, at 
5373 Erastus-Durbin Road, where Robert Rose 
lives today. The barn has been used for shelter 
for horses and cows, and storage for hay, straw 
and machinery. The barn is used for storage of 
straw and machinery today, and is owned by 
Joseph Rose, 3729 Menchhofer Road, Coldwa
ter. 

In the quiet countryside, this barn was built 
in 1936. It has housed livestock and chickens, 
and stored hay and straw. Today, a few hogs 
are raised there. This gambrel-roofed barn be
longs to Mary Ann and Murrel Kittle, 5817 Eras
tus-Durbin Road, Celina. 



.. 

In 1906 or 1908, Mr. Squire, who built the 
barn, was the father of Iva Adams, the original 
owner of the farm. The design of the barn can 
be attributed to Mr. Squire. Joe and Iva Adams 
live~ on the far!Il until 1970. Their granddaugh
ter IS Ann Morrison. Roy and Ann Morrison pur
chased the farm in 1973; they have now sold the 
farm to Steve and Karla Kessler, at 6028 Eras
tus Durbin Road, Celina. Roy and Ann have 
moved to 186 Lake Damon Drive, Avon Park 
Florida 33825. ' 

The hay rack is hanging gracefully from the 
center track in the hay mow in the Kessler barn 
at 6028 Erastus Durbin Road. 
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The farm was purchased by Thomas 
McMillan in 1868. The barn was originally built 
on stone pillars by John McMillan around 1990, 
at 4820 St. Peter Road, Coldwater. The barn has 
two levels as it was erected on the side of a hill. 
This type barn is named a Grundscheier Barn 
meaning that one can enter the barn at any 
level from the ground level and not need a bank 
to enter the higher level. In the 1940's, the barn 
was remodeled, with the addition of a cement 
block foundation and cement floors. The barn 
was used for milking in the 1940's and 1950's; 
then used for beef cattle through the 1980's. The 
McMillan Farm was designated a "Centennial 
Homestead Farm" by the Ohio Historical Soci
ety. Lela McMillan Eken, 5806 Red Fox Drive 
Winter Haven, Florida 33884, owns this barn; 
her son Tom McMillan lives at this farm at 4820 
St. Peter Road. 

An interior view shows the hugh beams and 
their bracing structure in the hay mow of this 
McMillan barn at 4820 St. Peter Road. 



Louis A. Knapke, 4114 Wabash Road, Fort 
Recovery owns this barn and uses it for a beef 
operation. John Harting built the barn in 1917. 
First, the barn was used for horses and milk 
cows; then it was remodeled to a Grade A dairy 
barn. 

Jim Jeffers built this barn in 1913. The 
hourly wage was between forty-five and sixty 
cents, for labor. The total cost of building this 
barn was $375. The barn has two entry-ways to 
the hay mow, for the elevator. This is one of the 
few barns, which has a gable-roofed entry way 
through the shed-side of the barn. This is the 
Gary Knapke farm, 4549 Wabash Road, Coldwa
ter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cletus Knoth's barn, 5210 
Wabash Road, Coldwater, was built in the late 
1800's by Charles Rabe Sr. The barn was used 
for dairy and storing hay and straw. Today, the 
barn is used for steers, hay, and straw. 
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This big old barn appears as if it is enjoying 
a peaceful retirement on a beautiful summer 
day. The barn, located at 5740 Wabash Road, 
Coldwater, was used to house hogs, and store 
hay, straw, and machinery. The barn is owned 
by Lowell L. Schroeder, 1198 Schroeder Road, 
Celina. 

One can stand with this weathered barn, 
away from the noise of trucks and cars, and 
just listen to the birds and the wind in the coun
try. The barn was built in the early 1900's, and 
was used for farm use. Today, the barn is used 
for a workshop and storage, by the owners Bill 
and DeeDee Cox, 6371 Wabash Road, Celina. 

"Valley View, Carl L. Schroyer" is written 
across the front of this barn at 6538 Wabash 
Road, Celina. This is a working barn, as the 
wagon sits patiently out front waiting to be un
loaded, at Carl Schroyer's farm. 



The barn belongs to Bernard Loshe, 1237 
Pine Road, Coldwater; the barn is located at 
1221 Menchhofer Road, Coldwater and Ron 
Dues lives there. The barn was built around the 
early 1870's, with an addition in 1888, a shed in 
1910, and another added to the south in the late 
1930's. Around 1980, the barn was jacked up and 
a cement foundation completely surrounded its 
sides. The cement floor replaced a plank floor 
in its entirety. All mows were overhead with 
new support beams and truss rods. This work 
was done by the Don Schwartz crew. The 
Charles Gray crew did the addition in the "dirty 
thirties." Currently, the barn is used for steers. 
At its beginning the barn was used to house var
ious types of cattle, horses and sheep. Hay was 
pitched onto wagons by hand and unloaded the 
same way. With the coming of the hay loader, 
came the hay fork and track. Wheat and oats 
sheaves were pitched off by hand. Along came 
the hay baler and a few years later the bale 
elevator. This was followed by balers with 
"throwers," mow conveyors and the large 
round bales. What is next? Grainaries built of 
wood and not mouse proof had their fling, as did 
a large floor mow used for dances in summer 
and shredded corn fodder in the fall. Corn fod
der was cut when ears reached maturity and 
used for feed, whereas today stalks are shred
ded and baled after the stalk has been dead for 
some time and used for bedding. 

Werner Loshe's barn stands on the west 
side of Wabash Road, just north of Leininger 
Road. The barn was built around 1890. The fifty
four by thirty foot barn has a steep pitch roof, 
making it around thirty feet to the roof's comb. 
The wood shingle roof has been replaced with 
asbestos and metal. An addition was put on 
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around 1908 by William Azbell, who was also a 
tenant on the farm. This has since been re
moved and metal siding was installed by the 
Amish. The barn was set on rock pillars, and 
had ship-lap siding. Most of the barn has wood 
plank floor. At one time, it had three grain bins 
which created problems with rats. In the "dirty
thirties" up to 106 rats were killed in one night 
with clubs. All posts had metal bands nailed to 
them to prevent escape routes above. Over the 
years the barn housed many prize winning heif
ers, including Jr. Champions and State Fair 
Winners. The barn was very well built with lots 
of eight by eights. In the early days, hay was 
put in with two prong hay forks running on an 
end to end metal track. Later, a bale elevator 
was used. 

Bernard Loshe's barn stands on the east 
side of Wabash Road, between Leininger and 
Pine Roads. It was formerly owned by Charlie 
McCain and before that, the Fennig Family. 
The barn is forty by eighty, with standing seam 
roofing. It is built on River Rock pillars. The 
large beams are hand hewn or sawed, and the 
barn was probably erected sometime after the 
Civil War or the 1860's. The hay fork track is 
made out of wood, but not used since the early 
1950's. The siding is ten to twelve inch boards 
without grooves and so provides natural ventila
tion. The original large doors at the double 
"thresh" floors were hung on long strap hinges. 
These were replaced in the 1960's by roller 
hangars on new doors. The barn housed milk 
cows on the north end and horses at the south 
end, during the thirties and forties. The purline 
posts are set on the plate at an angle to be per
pendicular to the purline plates and thus rafters 
have a matching flat surface to rest upon for 
mid-support. It has standing seam metal roof
ing over wood shingle. 



I was built in 1937 by Peter L. Schwartz and 
his working crew: John Schwartz, Simon 
Schwartz, John Hilty, Jonas Nuenschwander 
and Zeno Diller. I have extra rafters over the 
threshing floor to support unloading with large 
slings. Many of my mow stringers and supports 
in one bend are hand hewn logs from my pre
decessor. I have a metal track and carrier 
under my gable. I was home for three horses 
and twelve cows plus calves. A milking 
machine was installed in 1944. I became home 
to the top polled Ayrshire herd West of the Al
leghenies and the World's Record Polled Ayr
shire Sire from Greenrange Farms in Vermont. 
I had a lean-to, eighteen by seventy-four, plus 
milk house added in 1946 by the Loshe Brothers 
and Lee Shively. This made me eligible for 
Grade A milk for over the next forty-two years 
at a cost of $1,498.00. I was home to the Straw
berry cow that made records over 18,000 pounds 
of milk with ease, on hay mornings and even
ings, and corn fodder at noon. One of the best 
cows we ever owned! As I was home to the top 
Polled Ayrshire herd and the birthplace of 
many young herd sires with as many as thir
teen being ordered in one year. These were 
used in Ohio and all states bordering Ohio. 
After winning many ribbons at the shows, the 
herd was dispersed and replaced by Holsteins. 
In the 1960's, the first registered animal being 
the Ava Cow as a senior yearling bred heifer for 
$210. Soon she was classified VG and was joined 
by Pam at VG-87. Ava's son brought visitors 
from the A.I. studs and as a few more genera
tions came along three were used in A.I. As the 
herd won national and state recognition with 
five #1 Ohio's and was dispersed in March 1988 
to a twenty-year-old girl from Ohio. It was the 
second highest scored in the nation. It was fed 
on hay, pasture, and limited homegrown grain. 
In the early 1960's, I changed my tenants to 
Black and White Holsteins. They developed into 
Ohio's first 20,000 lb. herd; high herd in Ohio 
four years; second high two years and third 
high two years; high herd milked in Mercer 
County for fifteen years; first place Ohio State 
Fair; excellent 91 Milly; second high homebred 
herd U.S.A.; eighth place All American Show; 
seven generations of the Ava family that aver
aged 85 Very Good; five generations of the 
Milly family that averaged over Very Good 85; 
Milly herself on the elite proven dams list and 
VG 88 at thirteen years. The cattle sold to as far 
west as California and south as far as Costa 
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Rica. On three classifications the lowest scored 
cows were "Good Plus" or higher with the best 
reaching "Excellent 91." 

Werner Loshe barn, with H. Loshe 1937 on 
end, with straw stack out back. 

Erecting the Werner Loshe barn in 1937. 

The Werner Loshe barn today, at 1237 Pine 
Road, Coldwater. 



.. 

David and Mary (Powell) Schroyer were 
the first owners of this farm, at 1309 Schroeder 
Road, Celina. This barn was built in 1888, by 
Milton Schroyer and family and neighbors. No 
names are written on the back of this old photo
graph, except the "David Schroyer Ranch." 
The cupola served for ventilation (it is gone 
today). The photograph is faded and one can 
hardly distinguish what the circle on the gable 
end wall was. The people in the photograph 
must be the David Schroyer family, with their 
horses, and chickens in the barnyard. The next 
owners of the farm were Daniel and Alice 
(Schroyer) Menchhof er. The present owners of 
the buildings and three acres are Willis and 
Marcella (Menchhofer) Yarian, with James 
and Cheri Menchhof er owning the rest of the 
farm. 

An aerial view of the Y arian buildings and 
Menchhofer farm at 1309 Schroeder Road, 
Celina. After a century, the barn still stands 
straight, but the cupola is no longer on the roof. 
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In 1937, Mr. and Mrs. Orval Bricker moved 
to this farm at 49 Schroeder Road, Fort Recov
ery. The barn was standing here then; a 
Wagner family had lived here before that. The 
beams are hand hewn and pinned in the barn. 
Orval added the tramp shed to the east side in 
1954. He also added the cement floor and foun
dation. He kept the siding and roof in repair. He 
has used the barn for raising hogs and steers. 
Today, the barn is used for storage. 

Florence and Vaughn LaRue bought this 
property at 1056 Schroeder Road, Celina, in 
1946. The barn was built before 1900, and was 
used for livestock. Today, this big barn is used 
for storage. 



This is a 1952 view of the Lowell Schroeder 
farm at 1198 Schroeder Road, Celina. The build
ing to the left of the large barn was the original 
log house of Charles and Elizabeth Schroeder. 
This was converted into a log house and used 
until 1975 when it was torn down. Around 1936 
Charles' son, Augustus William took over the 
farm. Then in 1976, Augustus' son Lowell 
Schroeder took over the farm. Lowell and Reta 
(Fahncke) Schroeder's three daughters are 
Mrs. David (Kimberly) Langenkamp, Mrs. 
Steve (Karla) Kessler, and Miss Bill (Karen) 
Miller. 

This is a 1986 view of the Lowell Schroeder 
farm at 1198 Schroeder Road, Celina. Around 
1949, the milk house was added onto the large 
barn. This was used until 1959. In 1972 the far
rowing house was built. In 1976 the farm house 
was remodeled and a fireplace was put in, using 
~me of the logs from the original log house for 
the mantle. The other wood items made from 
the walnut wood of the log house were a bench, 
grandmother clock, and a small mantle clock, 
and a table. The addition of a two car garage, 
enlargement of kitchen, utility room, and fam
ily room was completed in 1981. The original 
wood work was saved and used. At this time, 
vinyl siding was also put on the house. 
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This big barn, with the round roof, also 
known as a rainbow or gothic roof, has a small 
flair to the roof edge, which some people call a 
"ski-jump." Mervin Smith's name is painted on 
front of the barn; his heirs own the barn today. 
Bob Severt lives at this farm, located at 2180 
Pine Road, Celina. 

This huge barn with its gambrel roof was 
built about 1900, and stands at 5082 State Route 
49, Fort Recovery. The barn has been used for 
livestock, and hay and grain storage; today it is 
used for machinery storage. This is Andrew 
Homan's barn. 



Andrew Homan's children Regina and 
Mark are playing in front of their barn at 5082 
State Route 49. The weathered barn siding 
shows the barn as it once looked. But it looks as 
if Mark is getting the worst of the weather, with 
a shower from the hose, sprayed by Regina. 
There is nothing like fun in a water shower on a 
hot summer's day on the farm. 

Albert Homan is standing by the double 
doors of his barn at 5189 State Route 49, Fort 
Recovery. This barn was here when Henry 
Homan, Albert's Grandfather, bought the farm 
in 1909. Henry's son Sebastian bought the farm 
in 1913 and Albert bought the farm about 1960-
61. Albert has the deeds back to 1840, when the 
land was bought from the government; the deed 
was signed by President Martin Van Buren. 
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This interior view of Albert Homan's barn, 
shows the hand hewn beams. This barn is 80' x 
44' and the purlin plate has one piece about 60' 
long which overlaps with a 20' piece to make the 
80' length of the barn. 

A view of the opposite end of Albert 
Homan's barn; one can still see the wooden 
threshing floor. Albert remembers threshing in 
the barn, when they used the old steam power 
engine. 



The marks of the adze can still be seen in 
the hand hewn beams of Albert Roman's barn. 
One can also see the projecting pins, where the 
vertical posts and horizontal beams are pinned. 
This braced king post takes the load of the cross 
beam in supporting the barn. 

Terry Muhlenkamp's barn, 5924 State Route 
49, Fort Recovery, was built in the late 1800's. 
In the past, the barn was used for dairy, live
stock and machinery, hay and straw storage. 
Today, this gable-roofed barn is used for hay, 
straw and machinery storage. 
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This red barn, with its white framed doors 
and gambrel roof, was purchased by the 
Leonard H. Gaerke family September 9, 1961 
from the Melinda L. Schroyer estate. The barn 
had been used for storage of hay, straw and 
grain, and stalls for animals. In 1969 the milk 
house was added and the barn was used for 
dairy until 1983. A new roof was put on in 1975. 
Presently the barn is used for storage in the 
grain operation of the farm. Lillian Gaerke 
Homan, 5963 State Route 49, Fort Recovery. 

Robert Schaefer's farm on State Route 49 in 
Washington Township originally belonged to the 
Schroyer family. A land grant was signed by 
U.S. Grant for 160 acres to the Schroyer family. 
This 1981 photograph shows the barn, with 1913 
on its roof; the outbuildings, in this photograph, 
were put together without nails. They were 
wooden pinned. 



The Schroyer barn burned down and this 
barn was built in 1913. The gambrel roof has 
two gabled dormers, one on both sides of the 
date 1913 in the roof. This photograph is dated 
1955. 

In 1940, George Schroyer sold 80 acres to 
Lawrence Kremer. Ivo Kremer and family 
lived there. The barn was used for grain, hay, 
straw, cows and horses. In 1951, the 80 acres 
were sold to Isidor Muhlenkamp. The barn was 
used for grain, hay, straw, cows; machinery 
was stored in the west end. This 1958 photo
graph shows the ventilator on top of the barn, 
as well as the gabled dormer beneath the date 
1913. The photographs came from Henrietta 
Muhlenkamp, 3810 Lost Tree Rd., Rio Rancho, 
New Mexico 87124. 

In 1974, Isidor Muhlenkamp sold the farm to 
Robert J. Schaefer; his family lives there 
today. The barn is used for grain, hay, straw, 
and beef. 
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William J. Dues family barn stands at 6130 
State Route 49, Fort Recovery. The barn has 
the gabled dormers on the roof, with the side 
elevator entry to the mow. William Dues uses 
this barn to raise steers and small head of 
sheep. Helen Schurman, the previous owner, 
told the story of this barn. Helen's father, Theo
dore Schurman had his father-in-law Nick 
Laux, build this barn in 1884. The barn was 80 x 
44, wooden pinned, with eighteen posts, each 
eight by eight inches square. The posts, siding, 
rafters, and one by two inch lath came from the 
hardwood trees on the 125 acre farm. A sawmill 
was set up in the woods to saw and plane the 
wood. The entire labor bill was $60. Later, they 
put a straw shed, made of hard pine, on the east 
side. They had horses on the north end and cows 
on the south. In 1940, they went into dairy. In 
1984, Helen Schurman sold to the William Dues 
family. 

This unpainted barn, with the weathered 
metal, gambrel roof stands in the spring field of 
green grass, quietly resting in its senior years. 
The barn was used for milking cows and storing 
hay and straw. Today the barn is used for stor
ing machinery and tools, and belongs to Anna 
Laux, 6216 State Line Road, Fort Recovery. 



This barn has been in the Sudhoff family 
since it was built in 1889 by Louis Sudhoff, who 
immigrated to the United States from Germany 
in 1868. The barn was built in 1889 to replace a 
log barn that was damaged by a tornado. The 
farm was handed down from Louis Sudhoff 
(also known as Ludwig) to his son William 
Sudhoff, then to William's son, Ralph Sudhoff, 
and to Ralph's son Patrick Sudhoff. Today, Pat
rick and Bernice Sudhoff, 6314 St. Rt. 49, Fort 
Recovery, live there and use the barn to finish 
hogs. 

The sawmill is set up to cut the lumber for 
the barn located at 6381 St. Rt. 49, Fort Recov
ery, known as the R & S Farm, Rabe-Schroyer. 

The neighbors are helping Langenhorst 
erect the frame of the barn in 1910, which is the 
R & S Farm today. 
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Neighbors are providing the manpower to 
raise the posts and beam, known as a bent, for 
the barn. 

Today, the barn still stands strong, with its 
gambrel roof, at 6381 St. Rt. 49. The R & S 
Farm belongs to Ralph Rabe, 403 W. North St., 
St. Marys; Merle Rabe, 5098 Rauh Rd., Fort 
Recovery; Mary Montague, 311 Deer Run 
Blvd., Prudenville, MI 48651; and Jeanne 
Boroff, 307 Hines Dr., St. Marys, OH 45885. This 
farm has been in the family for over one 
hundred years. 

"Our barn is as old as Ed," says Nettie 
Siegrist; Ed adds, "And, it has its original sid
ing." The Siegrist's father, Alex, built the barn 
85 years ago, in 1906, at 6931 St. Rt. 49, Celina. 
Later when they did lots of milking, a milking 
parlor and another shed were added. The two 
smaller dormers and windows at the ends of the 
barn were light conveniences for the Siegrists 
working in the barn, especially before electric
ity. White paint has preserved the siding, and . 
the Siegrists comment, "Today we use the barn 
for our cats and for storage." 



This the north or back side of the Ed Sieg
rist barn at 6931 St. Rt. 49, Fort Recovery. 

Joe Muhlenkamp owns the barn, on its orig
inal site, at 218 Elm Road, Fort Recovery. He 
bought the farm from his father, Ott Muhlen
kamp, in December 1988. The barn is built in a 
T shape, with a pent roof on the side for protec
tion over the four doors for horses. 

Ray and Margie Sudhoff purchased this 
farm at 4634 State Route 49, Fort Recovery, 
from Ray's Uncle and Aunt, Bernard and Mary 
Sudhoff, in 1963. This aerial view was taken Au
gust 24, 1952. Apparently, the original barn was 
given an addition to make the present barn be
cause the South end of the barn has hand hewn 
beams and at one time had a shingle roof, while 
the north end of the barn has sawn beams, and 
had a standing seam roof. The red barn was 
highlighted with the white arches. The aerial 
view shows the barn's position in relation to the 
house, and other farm buildings. 
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Clarence and Rosemary Post are standing 
in front of their barn, with their Grandson 
David Roche, at 732 Menchhofer Road, Fort Re
covery. This farm is Rosemary's birthplace, 
and her father John Schroer built. the original 
barn in 1896-1897. Both the barn and house were 
built of native timbers. However, in August 
1953, the entire barn and its contents were des
troyed by a lightning fire. The same year, the 
present barn was built for them by Ben 
Uhlenhake. In the past, the barn was used for 
dairy and hogs and storage; today, the barn is 
used for hay and straw and grain. 
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Clarence Rabe is standing in front of his 
barn at 855 Menchhofer Road, Fort Recovery. 
In 1888, with lumber from the farm, Samuel 
Rabe built this barn. His mother Rachel Rabe 
had the farm before him. The farm then went to 
Samuel's children Clarence and Bertha. The 
wood silo was built from cypress, about 1916-
1917. Today, Clarence and Ruth Rabe have the 
farm; they raise horses in the barn, and store 
the hay, straw and grain there. They raise Stan
dard Bred Race Horses. Among their winning 
horses are R. Chief Elvesto (1:59), Fort Recov
ery Star (2:02), Starlet Babe (2:01), Fort Re
covery Fame, and C.R. Lady Airliner. 



Clarence Rabe is standing next to the stock 
water tank, made of cypress. (This was the only 
stock water tank made of cypress that the 
Editor saw during the entire time working on 
this book.) 

Clarence Rabe is standing with the two Bel
giums, Jane and the colt in the 1940's. The Cyp
ress silo stands next to the barn, at the time 
when the barn was painted red, and the doors 
trimmed with white arches. The pent roof is on 
the south wall of the barn. 
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C. Rabe is painted on the gable end of the 
barn. Clarence is working on the sickle bar of 
the grass mower. 

George and Elsie Shoup's barn stands at 949 
Menchhofer Road, Fort Recovery. The original 
barn was built about 1910 by Elsie's father Wil
liam Moorman, from timbers from the farm. 
About 1917, the silo and the first addition to the 
barn was built. In 1922 the second addition was 
built to make more space for dairy cattle and 
hogs. About 1940 the interior of the barn was re
modeled for the feeding of beef cattle, and the 
glazed tile was added because some of the sid
ing needed replacement. In the past the barn 
was used for livestock - horses, cattle, sheep, 
hogs, and for storage of hay and straw. Today, 
the barn is used to feed beef cattle, and for stor
age of hay and straw. (Editor's note: This is 
one of the very few brown, glazed silos in 
Mercer County.) 



Paul J. Brown, and his Grandson Shawn 
Freewalt, and their dog Smokey, stand in front 
of their barn at 2829 Saint Anthony Road, 
Celina. The barn has to be well over a hundred 
years, with its hand hewn beams; J.W. Adams 
was the builder. In the past, the barn has been 
used for feeding beef, and dairy animals, and 
for hay, straw and grain. In 1918, the big barn 
was converted to the round roof, and has been 
filled to capacity. Today, the barn is used for 
storage of hay, straw, grain, steers, and 
machinery. 

John Adams, purchased the farm at 2700 
Saint Anthony Road, Celina, from Tom Brook
ings in 1903. The barn was built by Tom Brook
ings' sons. John Adams, grandfather of Lisle, 
Grace and Carl Adams raised the barn founda
tion, and added the bank, by hauling the dirt 
with horses and mules. In 1936, John died and 
his son Whitridge got the farm. In 1948, Lisle 
drove horses and mules to farm. Whit bought 
the first tractor in the late 1930's; this tractor 
was a one cylinder MOGUL. Whitridge Adams 
lived here from 1919 until 1973. In 1975, the deed 
went to Lisle Adams and Grace Adams Fair. 
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Today, Lisle Adams is standing in front of 
the bank barn. Lisle tells the barn was built in 
1881, and this date is painted on the back of the 
big doors. 

An interior view of the structure support of 
the roof, of the Adams' barn at 2700 Saint An
thony Road, Celina. 

Edward Adams, older brother of Whitridge 
Adams, and their two mules. The boys are sons 
of Clarence Adams, a doctor in Galion, Ohio. 
Note the rail fence in back, at this farm, 2700 
Saint Anthony Road. Lisle Adams, as a boy, 
helped haul rails up to repair this fence. Later, 
the rails were used in his mother Carrie's wood 
cook stove. 



This log barn stood on the old Menchhofer 
farm, which is today located at 1824 Menchhofer 
Road. This is the family of Johanne Mench
hofer. Seated is John Menchhofer, 2nd, and 
George ·Menchhofer. Standing: 
Menchhofer who married Anthony Koch; 

Menchhofer who married Peter Linn; 
Katie Menchhofer who married Leason Adams; 
Mary Menchhofer Houser; and Salome Mench
hofer who married John Adams. John and 
Salome Adams had six children; one son Whit
ridge Adams married Carrie Andrews and they 
had three children: Carl, Grace, and Lisle. 

Anthony W. Adams, Jr., better known as 
Tony, is standing with his son Todd, in front of 
their barn at 2150 Saint Anthony Road, Coldwa
ter. In the past, the barn had two horse stalls, 
and set up for milking four cows by hand, with 
hay and straw in the mow. Today, the barn is 
used for hay storage. 
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A. Wayne and Jane B. Adams are standing 
in front of their barn at 2102 Saint Anthony 
Road, Coldwater, on a summer day. This big 
barn was probably built around 1900, and used 
for sheep and cattle, and grain and hay storage. 
Today, the barn is used for dairy cattle housing 
and hay storage. 

Floyd and Beulah Fennig are standing in 
front of their barn at 1456 Saint Anthony Road, 
Coldwater. They tell this big barn was built in 
1896, and used for livestock and hay and straw 
storage. Today, they use the barn for feeding 
hogs, and storage of hay and straw. Floyd tells 
that when this barn was built, there were no 
ready mix concrete trucks. He was told that the 
cement for the foundation for this barn, which 
is forty feet by seventy feet, was mixed in a big 
box, by using a garden hoe to rake it back and 
forth, with water being added with a bucket as 
needed. The mixture was shoveled into a wheel
barrow and dumped into the form. 



Greg Alig owns this barn at 780 Schroeder 
Road, Celina. The barn is white, with brown 
doors, which complement the autumn colors on 
this October 1991 photograph. The gambrel roof 
has a triangular hay hood on the north end; few 
barns have this triangular hay hood extending 
over the end wall. Evin Schmit bought this farm 
from Herman Muhlenkamp in 1957. Apparently, 
the barn was built in 1936 by a man named 
Lieninger because the name and date are writ
ten on the door. The barn originally stood at the 
John Harrod farm west of this farm. About 
1965-66, the barn was moved from the Harrod 
farm to the Schmit farm. Greg Alig bought the 
farm from Evin Schmit. 

Esther Karch owns this barn at 2664 St. Rt. 
29, Celina. The barn was built in 1915 by Joe 
Burris. It was used for horses and cattle, and to 
store hay and straw. Today, the barn is used to 
store machinery. This beautiful red barn, is 
trimmed in white, with white arches on the dou
ble doors. Three windows can be seen on the 
ground floor at the west end, with one window 
at the peak of the gable. 
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Herb Rasawehr bought this farm at 2604 St. 
Rt. 29, Celina, in 1952. The red barn is trimmed 
with white arches on the doors. Four lightning 
rods rise from the black gable roof. There have 
not been additions to this barn, as has happened 
to so many barns; this barn stands much as it 
did when it was built. 

Deb and Alex Gehle are standing in front of 
their barn at 2189 St. Rt. 29, Celina. This red 
barn, with the white trim, and the white 
triangle in the gable end, may look new on the 
outside, but is an old barn on the inside. 



Greg and Deb Gehle's barn is an old barn, 
as this interior view shows the wooden pins, 
holding the frame of posts and beams. If one 
looks closely, one can see the pins projecting 
from the posts. The log stringers are supporting 
the mow floor. 

This is a view of the other side of the Greg 
Gehle barn, which shows the wooden pinned 
framework. Log stringers also support the mow 
floor on this side. Alex, Greg and Deb Gehle's 
son, enjoyed playing in this barn, at 2189 St. Rt. 
29. Alex's dad's workshop would be a fun place 
for a little boy to play. 
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The Christian Homan farm is located at 421 
St. Rt. 29 West, Celina, in section 6 of Washing
ton Township. The family has deeds which go 
back to 1844, at the Lima Land Office. Joseph 
Homan purchased the farm in 1917 from 
Emanuel Doner. Joseph sold the land to Chris
tian and Elizabeth- Homan. The original barn 
was built after 1887. The beams are hand hewn 
and wooden pinned. Joseph Homan added on to 
the barn. Today, the farm remains in the Chris
tian Homan family name, the third generation. 
The farm is owned by Anna Marie and Luella J. 
Homan. 

What could be more fun than having a big 
old barn to play in? Look at the double doors, 
and see Johnathon, Andy, and Todd Miller 
standing there. They are the sons of the B.K. 
Miller family at 6878 Erastus-Durbin Road, 
Celina. On the opposite side of this barn, on the 
north side, is a bank, going up to the second 
floor double doors. The boys ran up the bank, 
and across the wooden threshing floor, to stand 
at this side, to have their photographs taken. 



The log house located on Penny Ber
kenstock 's property was built approximately 
150 years ago or approximately 1840. The log 
house was located on 40 acres. John and Estella 
Plummer owned the farm until the early 1930's. 
Kitty Grier purchased the farm and log house 
early in the 1930's to satisfy a debt. In 1936, she 
passed away and left the farm in her will to 
Ruth Grier, Penny's grandmother. 

Ruth Grier married Homer Boley in 1939 
and the young couple moved into the log house. 
About 1930 Ruth Grier's father, Ralph Grier 
who was a carpenter, added a kitchen and put 
the white siding on the house and covered up 
the logs. Homer Boley passed away in 1955 and 
the family moved to the family homestead, but 
Ruth retained ownership. In 1966 Ruth Boley re
turned to the log house. 

In 1991, Penny Berkenstock bought her 
Grandmother's log house to preserve it. Penny 
decided to remodel the house as well as add an 
addition to the log house. Upon removal of the 
siding and wall covering upstairs, several ar
chitecture rarities were found. The foundation 
is concrete and the log floor joist lay in con
crete. The log notch is steeple cut notch and al
lows one to use different size logs, also upstairs 
the roof rafters are trees that the bark was 
never removed. It has rough sawn timbers for 
flooring. 

Penny is planning on leaving the logs ex
posed on the front of the house. This will allow 
people to view the unique notches in the logs 
and the chinking which is unique in that it has 
Shale shingles and cement used as fill and uses 
the logs as foundation. 

This place is located at 5411 Township Line 
Road, Coldwater. 
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A closer view of the log house at 5411 Town
ship Line Road. 

A closer view of the steeple notching of the 
corners. 



A closer view of the chinking between the 
logs. 

A closer view of the foundation. 
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This wind pump was purchased from a 
farm at the corner of Gause Road and St. An
thony Road about 1940 and moved to its present 
location on the Boley-Berkenstock homestead. 
. The wind mill is apv.roximately 50 feet tall. 

It is a 3 legged wind mill while most have four 
legs. It was built by Aeromotor with about a 12 
foot wheel. It was in active use until 1960 to 
pump water for livestock. About 1975 it was laid 
down and painted. Art Wenning Welding shop 
rebuilt the motor and re-bearinged it. It was put 
back up and has been used as an active decora
tion since that time. Penny Berkenstock lives at 
this place, at 5411 Township Line Road, Coldwa
ter. 



This old barn stands at 5411 Township Line 
Road, Coldwater, and is owned by Richard Ber
kenstock, of 5489 Township Line Road, Coldwa
ter. Penny Berkenstock lives at the log home at 
this place. The barn was originally closer to the 
road, and was probably bigger. The old barn 
was torn down, and the current location was 
chosen. The old barn timbers were used to build 
the 1920 barn. About 1927, the barn was lifted 
and a new foundation was poured under it. In 
1979, the barn was metal-sided to protect it 
from the elements. It is used daily and is a very 
serviceable barn. It looks new on the outside, 
but has the old timbers, which are wooden-peg
ged, on the inside. In the past, they raised 
sheep, and had dairy cows, and stored hay and 
straw in the loft. Today, they raise sheep and 
hogs, and have hay and straw storage. 

John and Linda Boeckman have this barn at 
4924 Burrville Road, Coldwater. This barn was 
built in 1905. It was used for horses and milk 
cows. Today, the barn is used to feed out cattle 
and hogs. In 1970, this barn was jacked up; a 
new foundation was put under the whole barn. 
Then they remodeled the barn, with a new roof, 
new siding, and a lean-to toward the back, and 
a cement cow yard to fatten out cattle. 
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This barn stands at 4230 St. Peter Road, 
Fort Recovery, and belongs to Rob and Jack 
Gaerke, 1184 Philothea Road, Fort Recovery. In 
the past, the barn was used for raising steers. 
Today, the barn is used for heifers and hogs. 
Notice that this barn stands on a slight hill, that 
one can enter the main floor from the front dou
ble doors, without going up a bank. One can also 
enter the lower level from the back of the barn, 
without going down any steps. This type barn, 
that one can enter the barn at any level, without 
the use of a bank or steps, is known as a 
GRUNDSCHEIER BARN. A few of Mercer 
County's barns are Grundscheier barns, but not 
too many! 

William and Pauline Braun and family live 
at 4475 St. Peter Road, Fort Recovery, their 
barn burned down in 1979. In 1981, they tore 
down this barn, which had been built on the 
Bunge farm, on St. Rt. 29, about 1900, where the 
Bunge Park now stands. William and Pauline 
and their sons took down this barn and moved it 
to their place on St. Peter Road. The original 
barn was mortised and pinned. When the 
Brauns rebuilt the barn, they cut it down to suit 
their needs and used plates and bolts to reas
semble it, using the old materials, except for 
the wood shingle roof. The original barn on the 
Bunge farm was used to house animals and 
store hay. Today, they use the barn to stable 
horses and for storage. Note the white arches 
on the doors and the white arches at the peak of 
the roof. 



The Dennis Shirk family own this barn at 
6654 Wabash Road, Celina. This barn was built 
in the 1890's by a Spriggs. In the past the barn 
was used for hogs, horses, and cattle. The origi
nal barn was 36 feet by 20 feet. In 1986, they 
added a 36 foot by 20 foot addition to the back of 
the barn. Prior to their family moving there in 
1980, the barn had not been used for 30 years. 
They now use the barn for feeder cattle and 4-H 
steers and heifers for their son and daughter. In 
this picture, their fourteen year old son, Will, is 
holding his heifer, Mistique. She won Junior 
Champion at the Mercer County Fair in 4-H. 
Their daughter, Mandy's heifers (in the barn) 
won first and second in their classes. Her dog, 
Noble, pictured, was purchased by her at 
Mercer County's Babyland Fair Tent in 1990. 

Noel Leininger, 6750 Wabash Road, Celina, 
owns this barn. His grandsons, Bart, age 3, and 
Andy, age 6, are standing in front of the barn. 
The window pattern in the north section is 
unique. 
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Mark Leininger, 6737 Wabash Road, Celina, 
owns this barn. Mark's sons, Bart and Andy, 
are standing in front of this barn. 
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This barn belongs to Mark Leininger, 6737 
Wabash Road, Celina. This September 1991 
photograph shows the barn, with the four light
ning rods at the top of the gambrel roof. A horse 
trailer stands in front of the barn. 

David Porterfield was born in Scotland in 
1822 and came to America, settling in Washing
ton Township in 1856. (1882 drawing) 



Merle Rabe's barn stands on Menchhofer 
Road, at the Northeast corner of Rauh Road, 
west of Wabash Road. This barn was originally 
owned by John Rabe, when the barn was 
erected from lumber that had been in another 
previous barn. The logs were hand-hewn. In the 
past, the barn was used for Belgians and Stal
lions and hay. Later, they used the barn for cat
tle and sheep. Today, the barn is used for 
machinery. The RABE name can be seen above 
the double doors. 

Edward and Nancy Behm's barn, at 1947 
Pine Road, Celina, was built in the early 1900's. 
They purchased the place from Adam and Ida 
Kettering in 1969. In the past, the barn was used 
for housing horses and cattle; and hay and 
straw were stored in the mow, beneath the 
gambrel roof. The Behm's have raised hogs and 
now have feeder cattle which they raise until 
the cattle are big enough to go to market. They 
raise a few chickens to have their own eggs. Ed 
has done a lot of work keeping the barn in 
shape. He put cement blocks and a foundation 
and has added on to the original part of the 
barn. He has siding on most of it, but still has 
some to complete. 
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This barn stands at 160 Pine Road, Fort Re
covery, and is owned by Henry Rauh, 5440 Rauh 
Road. This hugh barn was used for cattle, hay 
storage, and machinery. It was built by the 
Schurman Brothers between 1906 and 1916; see 
the next photograph. Today, the barn is used for 
young cattle, hay and straw, and machinery 
storage. 

This is a photograph of the Henry Rauh 
barn at 160 Pine Road, when it was under con
struction. At that time, the barn was owned by 
the Schurman Brothers. Luella J. and Anna 
Marie Homan had this photograph, and they 
thought the barn was built between 1906 and 
1916. 



Five lightning rods stand tall across the 
ridge of the green gable roof of the Eugene and 
Dorothy Schoenlein barn at 1699 Siegrist-Jutte 
Road, Fort Recovery. This September 1991 
photograph shows the barn, standing with the 
silo to the back, against a sky of cumulus 
clouds. The Schoenleins purchased this land 
from Jacob Brown in 1951. In the past, the barn 
was used as a horse stable and a hay/straw 
mow. Today, they use the barn to raise steers 
and to store hay and straw. 

This barn is located north of the residence 
of Tom and Linda Boeckman, 1567 State Route 
219, Coldwater. It is owned by the farm partner
ship of Boeckman Bros. since 1989. 

The barn was said to have been built for 
Jake Loshe by Jeff Jeffries for $25.00 about 
1900. It had a stone foundation and was used for 
cows and horses along with storage for hay and 
straw. 

The barn was remodeled in 1969. It was put 
on a cement foundation; cement floor added, 
and the east side of the barn was built on. The 
work was done by the owner, Art Boeckman, 
with the help of carpenters, Paul and Ed Wen
del. The silo was added in 1970. The barn has 
since been used for raising steers with storage 
of hay and straw. 
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This big barn belongs to Jerome Obringer, 

1401 St. Rt. 219, Fort Recovery. The barn was 
built around 1900 by George Hassen, the father 
of Albert Hassen. Apparently, the barn was 
built from the frame of another barn, because 
there are cutouts in the beams, and holes for 
pins, which are not used. Jim Boggs and Char
lie Denney said they did not know when the 
barn was built, and they are around 78 years 
old. Jerome Obringer put the new foundation 
under the barn, and painted it in 1979 or 1980. 
The snow on the roof shows the seams of the 
metal, gambrel roof. 

This big barn belongs to Alvin Sudhoff, 651 
St. Rt. 219, Fort Recovery. The barn was built 
in the mid to late 1800's, by Bernard Sudhoff. In 
the past, the barn was used for housing horses, 
dairy cattle, and steers. There were granaries 
for storing wheat and oats. Today, the barn is 
used for dry cows, heifers, and hay and straw 
storage. 



This farm at 117 St. Rt. 219, Fort Recovery, 
has been in the Muhlenkamp family for three 
generations. Theodore Muhlenkamp had the 
farm in 1920, and built this barn within the fol
lowing two years. Theodore sold the farm to his 
son Hilbert in 1937, and Hilbert sold it to his son 
Cletus Muhlenkamp in 1968. In the past, the 
barn was used for milking and for hay. Today 
the barn is used for housing cows and calves. 
Cletus and his son Steve are in dairy farming. 

Dave Muhlenkamp's parents Edmund and 
Rosella Muhlenkamp bought the farm, at 24 
State Route 219, in 1930, from Henry and 
Theresa Fortman, who had purchased it from 
Henry Willman in 1927. (The barn was built by 
1850 or before.) 
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The old barn at the Muhlenkamp farm at 24 
State Route 219, was beyond repair and obso
lete, after over 140 years of service. The new 
barn replaced it, in 1984. The rafters of the roof 
were made from young narrow trees and hewed 
on one side. The frame of the barn, including 
beams, etc., was hewed by hand with hand 
tools. All the beams and posts were chipped and 
shaped with an adze. 

David Muhlenkamp tore out the old barn. In 
1985 he built the bank barn because it fit into the 
landscape better. The animals are below, and 
the hay and straw and feed storage are on the 
main floor. The farm is owned by David and 
Marcia Muhlenkamp, 24 State Route 219, Fort 
Recovery. 



An interior view of David Muhlenkamp's 
barn, shows that the roof has rafters, which are 
actually bridge rafters. The guage of the steel is 
one quarter of an inch. They are in turn sup
ported by ten inch I beams. The floor is actually 
old wood beams from old barn, which cost one 
tenth of the cost if it were purchased new, plus 
two by twelve planks for flooring. With the bank 
barn, there is better ventilation; warmer in the 
winter and cooler in the summer. 

Kenneth and Ann Knoth purchased this 
farm at 1176 Menchhofer Road, Coldwater, in 
1977. They resided the front, back, and south 
side in 1991. In the past, the building was used 
for grain storage, machine storage and live
stock. Today, the overhead granary in this barn 
is no longer used. They use this barn for hog 
finishing, and machine storage. Ken is standing 
in front of this building with his children Carla, 
Ashleigh, Sarah, John, Cathy, and their dog 
Burt. 
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This barn, belonging to Kenneth and Ann 
Knoth, at their farm at 1176 Menchhofer Road, 
was converted, from the old milking area, into 
a farrowing and nursery. The back of the barn 
is used for housing gestating sows. They painted 
this barn in 1989. Standing in front of the barn, 
on this August 1991 photograph, are Ken and his 
wife Ann, and their children, Carla, age 10; 
Sarah, age 6; Cathy, age 10; John, age 3; 
Ashleigh, age 8; and their dog Burt. 

This barn stands on the south side of Men
chhof er Road, just west of the Wabash River. 
The barn has a bank to the west side entrance. 
On the north side of the bank, the barn is ex
tended under the shed roof; this extension 
might have been a root cellar at one time. The 
silo stands quietly behind the huge barn. At one 
time, the barn was used for milking cows. The 
barn must be over a century old. This huge 
barn belongs to Cletus Jr. and Imogene Mench
hofer, 1151 Saint Anthony Road, Coldwater. 
They purchased the farm from Ted Homan in 
1974; they use it for storing hay and straw. 



Cletus Jr. and Imogene Menchhofer bought 
this farm at 1151 St. Anthony Road, Coldwater 
in March 1954. This photograph was how the 
barn looked at that time. 

A front view of the Menchhofer barn at 1151 
St. Anthony Road in May 1955. One can see the 
original standing seam roof, which is still being 
used in 1991. 
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Another view in May 1955 shows the Amish 
crew helping to put the barn on a cement foun
dation and to reside the barn, at the Mench
hofer farm at 1151 St. Anthony Road. 

A view of the Menchhofer farm, at 1151 St. 
Anthony Road, after the barn had new siding 
and a new foundation. 



An August 1991 photograph shows the 
Menchhofer barn after it has been painted. 

An interior view of the Cletus Jr. and Im
ogene Menchhofer barn, shows the hand-hewn 
posts and beams, and the wooden pins used to 
secure the big old barn. Today, the barn is used 
for Registered herd of Simmental beef cattle. 
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John Menchhofer, Grandfather of Cletus 
Menchhofer Jr., bought this barn in 1911, from 
a man by the name of Kettering. The Menchhof
ers owned this farm until 1963, when it was sold 
to Jim Fennig. Cletus Jr. and Imogene Mench
hofer bought this farm, at 1433 St. Anthony 
Road, Coldwater, from Jim Fennig, in June 
1990. Their son, Richard Menchhofer lives there 
on his great-grandfather's farm. This barn was 
red, and had white trim on the doors for many 
years; it also had a gable roof. The barn was 
used for milking cows. Sometime in the 1940's, 
a gambrel roof was put on the barn. Today, the 
barn is used for storage of hay and straw. 

This is an aerial view of Jerry Laffin's barn 
and other buildings, at 1674 Saint Anthony 
Road, Coldwater. This is a big, old barn, with a 
milking parlor added to the front, and a silo put 
up to the side. 



This barn, standing quietly in the country, 
can be found just west of Erastus, on the south 
side of Saint Anthony Road. The barn belongs to 
Elsie Ashcraft Walters. In the past, the barn 
had a few horses in stalls, and a few milk cows. 
The hay was put on a canvas on the east side, 
and a rope was hooked from the canvas to a pul
ley in the gable end. A horse was on the west 
side of the barn, to pull the rope across the 
track in the roof ridge. This barn has straight, 
unadorned lines, with the unpainted sides 
weathered. On this August 1991 photograph, the 
barn appears to be sunning itself and enjoying 
its retirement. 

This barn belongs to Carl W. Rose, 2940 
Pine Road, Celina. They purchased the farm 
from C.W. Powell Estate in 1958. See the next 
two photographs for the history of this building. 
The Rose family uses this building for ear corn 
and wagon storage. 
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Hope Nevergall, 8450 Denny Road, Celina, 
lived on this farm, 2940 Pine Road, as a child. 
She was the daughter of Henry Suhr, who came 
from Germany about age four or five, with his 
parents Joachin and Maria Suhr. This photo
graph of the framing of the granary was taken 
about 1915-1916, when Henry Suhr had the gra
nary built. Left to right: Anna (Suhr) Coats, 
Lee Suhr, Ernest, Robert, Henry Suhr, Mae, 
Edward Suhr, and Henry Gertz, the carpenter, 
and the other carpenter. The photograph be
longs to Bernard Loshe. 

The finished granary at 2940 Pine Road, 
shows Henry Suhr, holding baby Lee, Maria 
Suhr, Mae, Emma, Anna (Suhr) Coats. Edward 
on the horse, Robert Suhr and William Azbell, 
the carpenter, in the buggy, and Ernest beside 
the buggy. (William Azbell is the father of Cora 
Bickel, 411 East Butler, Fort Recovery. Cora, 
age 90 in 1991, said her mother worked for Joe 
and Charlie Loshe.) William Enyart, the photo
grapher, and his family were friends of the 
Suhr family. Members of the Enyart family 
also live in Mercer County. The photograph be
longs to Bernard Loshe. 



Carl W. Rose owns this farm at 2940 Road, 
Celina; they purchased the farm in 1958 from 
the C.W. Powell Estate. The barn was built in 
the early 1900's by Henry Suhr. In the past, the 
barn was used for livestock, and to store hay 
and straw. Today, the barn is used for machin
ery storage, and for hay and straw. This barn 
has a pent roof to the east side. 

This red barn stands on the north side of 
Pine Road, one mile west of Township Line 
Road, and belongs to Martha Enyart, 2776 Pine 
Road, Celina. This farm was owned by the 
Kelly heirs, Jerusha McQueen, Robert 
McQueen, Wessley Cummins, Eli A. Kelley, and 
Melissa Wolff. The barn was built out of native 
timbers from the woods on the farm. It was 
used for horses; today it is used for storage. 
The barn stands alone, with its metal roof re
flecting the sun on the hot summer day. 
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JAMES JEFFRIES 
BARN BUILDER 

James Jeffries lived at Macedon and later 
lived near Fort Recovery, Ohio, near the Ohio 
Indiana State Line. All three of James' sons, 
Clyde, Ernest, and Arthur, worked with James, 
building barns. Ernest's son Ed shared James' 
ledger, with his bookkeeping about his building 
costs, etc. This is the source of the following in
formation about the Jeffries family and their 
barn building times. 

January through May, 1904, James Jeffries 
was the contractor and builder of a house for 
John McAfee. 

January through June, 1904, James Jeffries 
was contractor and builder of a barn for John 
Menchhofer, 40' x 72'. 

March 1908, Jeffries charged $23.00 for 
moving Bobie Scott's house. August through Oc
tober, Jeffries built a barn, 36' x 66' for John 
McAfee. 

April 1908, he put on a roof for Wm. Wiley. 
In 1909, Jeffries built Washington Township 

High School for the Board of Education. He also 
built a stable for the School Board. In April and 
May of 1910, Jeffries built a barn, 34' x 60' for 
Wm. Kesler; contract price was $120.00. In 1910, 
he built a house for Wm. Moorman. In 1912-1913, 
he built a house for Z.T. Hasting. In 1911, he 
built a garage 12' x 18' x 8' and a chicken house, 
16' x 32' x 10' for Wm. Rabe. 

In 1911, he built a barn for Dan Menchhof
fer. 

In 1911, he built a barn for Chas. McAfee. 
In 1913, James Jeffries built Frank Post's 

barn, which is Norb Post's place, on Wabash 
Road, the first place north of Rt. 219, on the 
west side. Labor for the m~ny persons helping 
with the buildings, was from $.75 per day to 
$1.50 per day. Buildings appeared to cost be
tween one and two hundred dollars to build. 

In 1914, James Jeffries built a barn for 
Hugh Jamison, 36' x 60' x 18'. 

In 1914, James Jeffries built an addition to 
John Konrath's barn. 

In 1913, he built a hog pen for Joseph Braun. 
In 1915, he built a house for A. Anderson. 
In 1906, he built a house for Samuel Rabe. 
On the last page of the book, James Jeffries 

listed "jobs of work in 1904" as follows: Wm. 
Curry roofing and other carpenter work; John 
McAfee painting; John Menchhofer repairing 
barn; Norma Anderson, repairing roof; Jacob 
Shornline, raising barn; Mrs. Smith, moving 
house; James Granger, repairing barn; Isaac 
Gallihue, moving house; James Granger, foun
dation and roofing; John Menchhofer, repairing 
roof; Washington Township School, cleaning 
well; John McAfee, repairing roof; John Rabe, 
harvesting; C.S. Reef, hauling wheat; Geo. 
Hassen, moving building; Garrett Tangeman, 
labor; A.J. Burkett, building house; J.F. Miller, 
moving; Chas. McAfee, moving, John McAfee, 
chimneys; and Noah Denney, labor. 



Throughout this ledger, James Jeffries lists 
every expense for materials, and every expense 
for labor, beside the laborers's name. On one 
page, he listed the 1910 household expenditures 
for coffee, thread, crackers, flour, lard, sugar, 
linseed oil, bologna, beans, sugar molasses, to
bacco, fish, filing saw, lard cakes, matches, and 
groceries. He lists all the days' labor and re
ceipts for his sons' labors. In 1915, he lists the 
earnings of the cider press, and the names of 
those who purchased his cider; some purchased 
50 gallons and others purchased up to 150 gal
lons. 

The Jeffries Family Members were barn 
builders in Mercer County! 

Robert Seeger's barn, 2424 Menchhofer 
Road, Coldwater, was built in the summer of 
1943, by Charles Gray contractor, with the help 
of the neighbors. This barn was constructed 
during World War II, when lumber was hard to 
get. The barn was constructed with hardwood 
from the area woods and the siding and roofing 
was purchased from the West Side Lumber 
company in Dayton, Ohio. This white barn, with 
red trim, was resided in 1983. The barn has 
been used for housing a small dairy herd and 
some hogs. Today, the barn houses a few steers 
and storage. 
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Frank Wenker constructed the barn about 
1870. This barn is on the old Charlie Wenker 
farm, on Menchhofer Road, just west of Erastus 
Durbin Road, in the center of the section. The 
main barn is still standing. In 1954, Herbert 
Seeger bought the place; the barn to the right, 
he called the new barn. He sold land to Melvin 
Baucher, and gave him the new barn. He sold 
land to Melvin Baucher, and gave him this 
barn, which he moved. The wind pump has a 
wooden frame and the wheel is wooden. This 
photograph belongs to Robert Seeger, 2424 
Menchhofer Road, Coldwater; he is the son of 
Herbert Seeger. The place belongs Anna 
Seeger, 319 N. Brandon Avenue, Celina, today. 

This is the old Wenker barn, after the roof 
blew off in a windstorm in March 1991. The 
hand hewn posts and beams are exposed to the 
weather. 



This photograph of the Wenker barn shows 
its frame, as being one of the few barns, with in
cline support posts for the purlin, beneath the 
roof. 

The wooden windmill wheel from the 
windpump from the old photograph of the 
Wenker farm, is now in the floor of the old barn, 
on Menchhofer Road. 
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The old hay track and car, patented Janu
ary 1886, from the top of the barn, was blown to 
the floor in the March 1991 windstorm, of the 
Wenker barn, on Menchhofer Road. 

This fine barn, weathered to a fine patina, 
stands at 5056 McMillan Road. The barn was 
built for John and Margaret Boley at the turn of 
the century; the barn is 60 feet by 40 feet; the 
cross beams are sawed and are forty feet long. 
Almost a century old, the barn still stands 
straight and tall. Four lightning rods stand 
across the ridge of the gable roof. John and 
Margaret Boley's Granddaughter Connie 
(Boley) Johnson now owns the place. 



This aero motor three legged windmill is 
still operable; it was erected at the turn of the 
century for John and Margaret Boley, at 5056 
McMillan Road. The only other three legged 
windmill or windpump, that the Editor saw, is 
the one located at the Boley-Berkenstock home
stead, at 5411 Township Line Road. 
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John McMillan bought the land where this 
barn stands, from his father Thomas McMillan. 
John McMillan with his two sons Ralph and 
Warren are showing two of the horses, whose 
stalls were in the barn; the time of this photo
graph was 1904. The barn was built 1885/1886, 
and stands on St. Peter Road, the last barn on 
the east side, before St. Peter Road exits into 
Menchhofer Road, in the Wabash River Valley. 
After more than a century, the McMillan family 
still find uses for the barn. This photograph was 
submitted by Mrs. Everett (Mary Ellen) Maf
fett, 301 West Main Street, Eaton, Ohio 45320. 

This barn was dismantled in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, and moved to the site at the northwest 
corner of St. Anthony and Burrville Roads, in 
Section 15. The barn was then rebuilt in the 
1930's or 1940's. Today, the owner is Ermal 
Florence, 2969 State Route 219, Coldwater. The 
barn has a good gambrel roof and a few win
dows, in this quiet, peaceful country scene. 



John and Martha (Greer) McAfee lived on 
Route 219, and had four children: Eldon, 
Charles, Bessie, and Chester; this was Martha's 
home farm and her parents were Nathan and 
Anna (Ransbottom) Greer. Chester married 
Naomi Adams in 1935 and they were given 40 
acres with some buildings at that time. The 
barn may have been there at that time; there 
was a story that the barn had been moved to 
this place from a place near Burkettsville. They 
later acquired forty more acres when John 
died. Chester and Naomi had two children, M. 
Kraig and Karen who inherited the farm at 
Chester's death in 1991. The barn, located at 
4617 Erastus Durbin Road, is currently used for 
machinery and hay storage by Duane and Kelli 
Fagaly. Kelli (McAfee) Fagaly is Chester's 
Granddaughter and they rent the farm at this 
time. Kraig McAfee and Karen (McAfee) Liss 
live at Woodbridge, VA and Cleveland, OH. This 
story was submitted by Kelli Fagaly, 4103 
County Road 716 A., Celina, OH 45822. 

This is an aerial view of the Cloyd and 
Dorothy Buckloh place, 1811 Schroeder Road, 
Celina. Charles Bryan built this barn in 1905, 
with the help of the neighbors. The barn has 
been used for livestock, hay and grain. (The 
photograph was taken about 1978.) 
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This photograph was taken in front of the 
Buckloh barn, 1811 Schroeder Road. James 
Bryan Jr., drove this car, with the buck rake 
mounted on the back, for a dollar per hour. 
James Bryan, a cousin of Dorothy (Bryan) 
Buckloh, bucked acres of hay for farmers; this 
photograph was taken about 1942. On the barn, 
is lettered, CHARLES A. BRYAN. 

This is a photograph of the barn and crowd, 
on the day of the farm sale at Charles Bryan's 
place, February 10, 1937. 



Orville Highley, a neighbor, is driving the 
sorrels Maud and Rock on the day of the farm 
sale, February 10, 1937, at Charles Bryan's 
place, 1811 Schroeder Road, Celina. 

This barn is located a quarter of a mile 
north of Erastus on the east side of the road. 
James C. Snyder purchased the land in 1880 and 
they called it the Walnut Grove Stock Farm. 
They had 40 head of Race Horses and there was 
a half mile track on the farm. There were ac
commodations for 50 head of horses. The most 
race horses and young stock on hand at one 
time was 84 head. There is a barn attached to 
the main barn, which was used for young race 
stock. It had mangers along each side which 
were used for feeding and tying young stock. In 
this photograph, a 1975 Chevy truck is in front 
of the barn. From 1945 to the present, Cloyd 
Buckloh has farmed the place. 
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This is an interior view of the Walnut Grove 
Stock Farm barn. Note the vertical posts and 
hand hewn cross beams. At the top of the ver
tical post, incline purlin posts are supported by 
the cross beam, and the purlin posts support the 
purlin plate which runs the length of the barn 
and supports the rafters. The barn has a wood 
hay track. 



Another interior view of the Walnut Grove 
Stock Farm barn shows the double doors to the 
back of the barn; the doors both have a square 
window. The barn had a tack room for storage 
of harnesses, equipment, etc. The small build
ing outside the barn was used as the office; 
there was a Clerk on duty at all times. The farm 
and barn are now owned by James C. Snyder's 
Great Granddaughter, Mrs. Waneta (Ashcraft) 
Westbay. 

Renee and Laura Heinrichs are standing in 
front of the barn owned by Timothy A. and 
Mary A. Heinrichs, at 6412 Erastus Durbin 
Road, Celina. See the next photograph for an 
old view of the place. 
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Timothy and Mary Heinrich's barn, 6412 
Erastus Durbin Road, was built in 1928 or 1929 
by William Runkel. They used the barn for cat
tle, hay and sheep. It is planned to use the barn 
for a horse barn. William Runkel's daughter 
Dorothy said that the barn was struck by light
ning three times; her father was in the barn one 
of the times and he was knocked against the 
wall. Five lightning rods stand across the ridge 
of the gambrel roof, of this fine barn. What is 
the model and year of the car? 

Mark and Deborah Rauh own this barn at 
790 Menchhofer Road, Fort Recovery. Note the 
length of this big old barn, in contrast with its 
width. See the next old photograph of this place. 



Reverend Ferdinand VonderHaar cele
brated his Ordination June 9, 1926 and this 
photograph of the people at this celebration was 
taken in front of the barn at 790 Menchhofer 
Road. This photograph belongs to Bob Von
derHaar, VonderHaar's Market, Wayne Street, 
Fort Recovery, Ohio. This land came into the 
possession of the VonderHaar Family June 7, 
1898. Since 1960 Robert Sudhoff owns the land, 
and the Rauh's own three acres containing the 
buildings. 

Lucina Rauh owned this barn at 5369 Rauh 
Road, Fort Recovery, in 1992. Originally this 
place was the Joe Rauh homestead. Joe's son 
Ted, married Lucina Diller. The barn was built 
before the 1880's; the barn has hand hewn 
beams and wooden pins and has slanting 
braces. Note the way the two buildings are at
tached at a right angle. See the hay hood at the 
end of the gable roof, just above the big hay 
mow entry doors. 
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"CHEW MAIL POUCH TOBACCO: TREAT 
YOURSELF TO THE BEST" is painted on this 
barn at the southeast corner of Routes 29 and 
49. The barn belongs to Keith Houts, 3215 Car
mel Church Road, Celina. Bloch Tobacco Com
pany began painting these signs on barns 
around the turn of the century to advertise their 
products. Over 20,000 barns had this "Mail 
Pouch" sign painting across the United States. 
During President Lyndon Johnson's term of of
fice, Lady Bird Johnson encouraged the "High
way Beautification Act," and the United States 
Congress declared these wonderful barns, "Na
tional Landmarks." Very few "Mail Pouch 
Barns" still exist in Mercer County. 

This barn was built by Gerhard Homan 
from Herbern, Germany, in the 1850's or 1860's, 
before his son John Homan Sr., was born in 
1872. Today, this barn belongs to his descend
ant, John Homan, Jr., 97 Elm Road, Fort Re
covery. 



This interior view of John Roman's barn, 97 
Elm Road, not only shows the big cross beams, 
but also the grain bin. 

Another interior view of John Roman's 
barn, 97 Elm Road, shows the symmetry of the 
frame. The end wall's vertical boards are 
spaced enough to permit ventilation in the barn. 
The cross beams are all one piece; not spliced. 
Tall vertical posts support the purlin plates 
which run the length of the barn and support the 
rafters of the roof. 
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The Krieg barn is located on the Gary Krieg 
farm, 5618 Indiana Ohio Stateline Road, Fort 
Recovery, Ohio, and was built by Gary's Grand
father John Krieg, around 1912. (See the next 
photograph for the barn raising.) This view was 
taken from the north (front view) ; the dimen
sions are 72 feet by 115 feet. The lean-to on the 
southeast side was added in 1952; the lean-to on 
the north side (shown) was built in 1980. 

The Gin Pole is still standing, with its ropes 
and pulleys, after being used for leverage, in 
the barn raising at the John Krieg place. This 
photograph was taken from the East (rear) side 
of the building. The owner John Krieg is stand
ing in the back row, next to the horses. The 
original dimensions of the barn were 36 feet by 
90 feet. 



--------=-===----

This large barn stands at 4472 State Route 
49, and is owned by Ronald L. Stammen. He 
uses the barn for hog farming. Notice, there is a 
large addition to the back of the barn. Several 
paned windows give good light to the interior of 
the barn; the double doors even have a small 
window at their top. Several lightning rods are 
across the ridge of the barn and to the back ad
dition. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Sudhoff, 4842 St. Rt. 
49, Fort Recovery, own this attractive barn. 
This red barn is trimmed in white, with a green 
gambrel roof, topped with five lightning rods. 
The barn was built in 1920 by the Wellman 
Brothers, who have built several barns in the 
area. The barn has sheltered animals and grain 
storage. 
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This barn is the August Jutte barn, on the 
north side of Siegrist-Jutte Road, west of 
Burrville Road and east of Erastus-Durbin 
Road. Just after the Civil War, in 1865, this barn 
was built by a Jutte, Carmack, Knoth, and Post. 
The barn is 66 feet long, and forty feet wide, 
with a gambrel roof. The main frame is all 
hand-hewn; all the lumber came from the farm. 
In 1961, the barn was moved by Dallas West to 
its present location, just east of the house. On 
the barn, the five lightning rods are standing at 
the roof ridge. The double barn doors which 
opened to the threshing floor, are visible. On 
this old photograph, one can see the house and 
the windpump. 

This view of the August Jutte barn, shows 
that the big double doors to the threshing floor 
were closed. The sheep in the foreground, were 
fenced in by the wooden fence. The barn bas 
been used for livestock, cows, horses, sheep, 
hogs, and hay and straw. 

This old photograph shows one end of the 
barn, with the horse stable doors standing open 
for the horses to come and go. In the foreground 
the chickens are feeding. 



This photograph shows the barn still stand
ing in the original position on the north west 
side of the house. The picket fence is in the 
foreground while the wooden fence is in the 
background. The weathered barn siding was 
quite common on Mercer County barns in the 
past history. Today, the barn is standing on the 
east side of the house, and has red barn paint, 
and has a metal roof, at the August Jutte farm .. 

Jerome J. Jutte, Jr. had just finished resid
ing his barn with vinyl siding, when this photo
graph was taken in October 1991. This barn was 
originally built in 1918, when Ben Jutte owned 
the farm; Herman Meyers was the German 
carpenter. The next owner was Joe Jutte, then 
Charles Jutte, then Marie Jutte. Today, Jerome 
and Marie Jutte's son, Jerome J. Jutte, Jr. 
owns the farm. The farm has been in the Jutte 
family for over a century. Originally, the barn 
was used for horses and cows; today, it is a cat
tle barn and has hay and straw storage. 
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This interior view of the Jerome J. Jutte, 
Jr. barn, shows the vast area of space allowed 
by the gambrel roof. One can also see the 
frame-work of the vertical posts and horizontal 
beams, strengthened with braces and pinned 
with wooden pins. One can see the ladder steps 
up one of the posts to the haymow. Climbing 
those steps to reach the bales at the top of the 
mow, to pitch to the floor, to feed the cattle, was 
a daily venture. No fear of heights was needed 
as the climber reached for bales near the purlin 
plate! 

The wooden pinned posts and beams sup
port twenty-two tons of slate on the roof. 



An interior view of the barn shows the orig
inal wood pinned posts and beams; with a hori
zontal beam supporting a vertical post (a post 
on top of no post). The main barn is 36 by 60 
feet, and 39 feet, nine inches to the peak of the 
roof. The original barn was raised by gin poles; 
they used a block and tackle and one horse. 
They had to have a good steady horse to raise 
the barn. On the east side of the barn, there is 
a straw mow, 36 by 42 feet. 

This view of Jerome J. Jutte's barn shows 
the original siding, before Jacob I. Schwartz, 
from Berne, Indiana, put the vinyl siding on the 
barn in 1989. This view shows the doors for the 
horses at the side of the barn, as well as the 
three windows, before the vinyl siding was 
added. The original barn was built from wood 
sawed out of the woods on the farm; it was cut 
and sawed by Hartings Saw Mill. 
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This winter scene of January 1991 shows the 
Mark and Fran Siefring barn, with the snow in 
the foreground, and the white cumulus clouds 
against a blue sky on the winter day. The barn, 
which stands at 2789 St. Rt. 219, Coldwater, was 
built in 1923 by Ted Kantzer. In the past, the 
barn was used to keep horses and cows; today 
the barn is used for dairy replacements. 



Florence Livestock, Inc. 

FLORENCE LIVESTOCK, INC. 
2961 St. Rt. 219 COLDWATER, OHIO 45828 

PHONE - Wabash, Ohio (419) 942-1300 
Buyers Of 

CALVES - SHEEP - HOGS - CATTLE 

Licensed and Bonded for your Protection 

Owners: Glen Florence and 
Larry Florence 

Aerial View 
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I. Wabash Mutual~ 
Telephone Co. c.-E:=:1-

The Wabash Mutual Telephone Company has 
come a long way since its inception in 1905 when sub
scribers had to string their own wire along telephone 
poles, which they had cut from local woods. On 
December 5, 1911, the Wabash Mutual Telephone 
Company was incorporated under the laws of the state 
of Ohio. This was Wabash's tie to the big city of 
Celina, and a phone call to there was considered long 
distance and cost 10 cents. The monthly assessment 
per subscriber was 40 cents. On March 19, 1912, the 
Wabash Telephone Company purchased the property 
known as the Bobenmoeyer property, which is where 
the office is located today. The Wabash Mutual 
Telephone Company expanded its service on March 5, 
1924, by offering long distance service to Coldwater, 
Ft. Recovery, Celina, Bryant, and New Corydon, 
Indiana. On December 29, of the same year, the board 
purchased a new Kelloge switch board for $483. 78 to 
handle the new subscribers. A meeting with the 
Celina Telephone Company was held on December 17, 
1927 concerning the purchase of the Wabash 
Telephone Company. On December 5, 1928, the 
Wabash Telephone Company subscribers took a vote 
on whether to sell the company to Celina. The sub
scribers opposed the sale 112 to 8. Due to an increase 
in the number of subscribers over the years, an opera
tor and lineman were employed in 1933 to maintain 
the lines and provide 24 hour service, with the period 
from 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. designated for emergency 
calls only. From 1934 to 1946, there were no records 
available for information to be published. In January 
1951, a special meeting of the Wabash Telephone 
Company subscribers was held to discuss the rebuild
ing of lines that were deteriorating. A fee of $13.00 
was charged to each subscriber to help pay for the 
reconstruction. In March of 1960, the Wabash 
Telephone Company purchased a dial station so that 
subscribers could have the more modern rotary 
phones installed. These phones took the place of the 
outdated crank phones, which had been in use since 
the company's inception. By 1967, Wabash Telephone 
cable was installed half way to Celina to meet GTE's 
cable. This allowed Wabash Telephone to offer toll free 
service to Celina. On April 6, 1974, Wabash Telephone 
Company offered extended area service, which allowed 
Wabash subscribers to call Ft. Recovery and 
Coldwater without being charged a toll. From 1980 to 
1985, underground cable was installed to provide one 
party service to the subscribers. In 1986, 32.5 miles of 
underground cable was installed by a contractor to 
complete the 81 square mile area served by the 
Wabash Mutual Telephone Company. In November of 
1986, a new digital switching system was completed 
and put into service for 590 customers in western 
Mercer county and eastern Jay county in Indiana. 
Today, Wabash Mutual Telephone Company is able to 
compete with the larger companies because of the 
newly installed state of the art equipment, and under 
the company plans to keep up with all the technologi
cal advances in the telephone industry. 
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This photograph was taken in 1976, of Ben 
Schwieterman's place at 138 Siegrist Jutte 
Road, Fort Recovery. The barn must be over 
one hundred years old. One can see the barn, in 
its relationship to the other buildings on the 
farm. The barn is used for hogs and sheep. 

This 1968 photograph shows how the build
ings looked over twenty years ago. The barn 
was originally used for cows and milking. On 
this photograph, the original home is still stand
ing. 
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Carl Pleiman's place at 796 Siegrist Jutte 
Road, Fort Recovery, has quite a history. Their 
barn stands on the property that was given to 
McDowell, by the government for his service in 
the U.S. Army. (The McDowell family is one of 
the original settlers in the Fort Recovery area. 
Samuel McDowell served in both the St. Clair 
and Wayne campaigns during the Indian wars; 
he is buried in the Pioneer Cemetery at Fort 
Recovery.) 

Carl Pleiman's barn was built in the 1800's, 
possibly by De Hayes, in 1850. The barn was 
built onto many times. The last lean-to was 
built in the 1970's; this was built to the back side 
of the barn for free-stalls. An extension was 
built to the front, to make room for a bigger 
bulk tank for the dairy, in the 1980's. Carl 
Pleiman's home also has the original hand
hewn beams in its structure. 

January 2, 1971, the winter day of the new 
year, the barn burned down at the lvo Siegrist 
place, 1334 Siegrist Jutte Road, Fort Recovery. 



Ray Staugler and the neighbors held a barn 
raising at lvo Siegrist's place in 1971. In the 
1970's a crane is used to raise the end wall into 
place. (In the 1870's, this power would have 
been provided by man and horses.) 

Ivo Siegrist had his barn built on the same 
site as the old barn, but he put in a new founda
tion, and, instead of a gable roof, he put on a 
round, or gothic roof, in order to have more 
room in the mow. Family and neighbors are 
helping, but who volunteered to sit on the ridge 
pole to work? 
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The roof on Ivo Siegrist's barn is receiving 
its finishing touches; many hands made the 
work go quicker. The two shed roofed dormers 
are beginning to take shape on this photograph. 

Twenty years later, the barn is still serving 
the family. Ivo Siegrist, Ray Staugler, and the 
neighbors who helped build this barn have to 
look at their handiwork with pride. Many 
Mercer County Barns have been built by barn 
raisings. 



Luke and Edna Rose have this barn at 1320 
Philothea Road, Fort Recovery. William and 
Gertrude Wendel were the first owners over a 
hundred years ago; they built the barn and 
house. The barn has the old wooden pens. Their 
daughter, Leo and Elizabeth (Wendel) Rammel 
were the second owners. Their son Julian and 
Edna Rammel were the third owners. The 
stable doors on the end of the barn, look as if 
the horses will be back any time now. The flow
ers in the foreground are a touch of springtime. 

Simon Jacobs built this barn, which is 
wooden pinned. Later, the Jacobs family moved 
west to the state of Washington, and home
steaded there. Their daugther Philamena 
Jacobs stayed here; she married Peter M. 
Braun and they raised their family here. Their 
daughter, Alvira Vogel is the third generation to 
live here, at 1416 Philothea Road. 
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This Brackman barn stands at 1679 
Philothea Road, Fort Recovery. For this barn's 
heritage, Bill Fullenkamp owned the barn, and 
then Joe and Mary (Braun) Link of Cassella, 
Ohio, bought it. Mary's sister, Kate and her 
husband August Homan and family and Au
gust's parents, Ben and Mary (Diller) Homan 
lived on the farm and used the barn for their 
horses and cows from 1932 to 1946. At that time, 
the entire south end of the barn was horse 
stables with individual doors. Sawed lumber 
was used in the north two-thirds of the barn but 
the south end was built with hewn logs. Bill Len
nartz bought the farm, and then Art Wehrkamp 
owned it. On the fourth of January, 1950, Ivo 
Brackman bought the farm from Wehrkamp, 
and in 1954 the old siding was replaced with new 
wood siding. Other repairs and additions to the 
barn took place with Leo Link and Urban H. 
Buschur of Celina doing some of the carpentry. 
In 1990, Amish carpenters put the red steel sid
ing on the barn. Today, Ivo's son Jerry 
Brackman and family live on the farm today, 
and Jerry uses the barn for his dairy herd. 

Vernon and Edith Link's barn at 2314 
Philothea Road, Fort Recovery, was built about 
1911. Originally, the barn was used as a milking 
set-up. Today, the barn is used as a farrow to 
finish for hogs. This barn has a pair of double 
hung windows with six panes over six panes, in 
the gable end. The entrance to the mow has a 
hood, at the gable peak. This barn is in the third 
generation of the Link family. 



Cletus Dues' barn stands at 2441 Philothea 
Road, Fort Recovery. This farm was purchased 
by Cletus Dues from John and Hazel Kaup in 
April 1967. John Kaup lived here most of his 
life; he having purchased it from his father 
Henry Kaup. The barn was built in the early 
1900's. The barn was first a horse and cattle 
barn, and later a dairy barn, 1930-1950. Now, the 
barn is used for young cattle. For the hay stor
age in the mow, two doors were put into the roof 
for bales of hay to drop through into the upper 
haymow. Clete Dues added a fourteen foot lean
to on the whole length of the east side of the 
barn in 1967. This old barn still has the original 
hay loft, and the old dairy stanchions are still in 
place. The little building was a milk house; now 
the milk cooler room is used to store vegeta
bles. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Braun have this 
barn at 2569 Philothea Road, Fort Recovery. 
Their barn was built in 1925 and was used for 
milking their herd of seventy holstein dairy 
cows. Today, the barn is used for heifers and 
dry cows. The trucks in the drive-way will date 
this picture for future generations. 
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Anthony Guggenbiller, 2698 Philothea Road, 
Fort Recovery owns this barn which was built 
in late 1952 by Herman Vagedes. Originally this 
barn was used for hay and straw in the top, and 
stables for the milk cows and milk parlor. 
Today, the barn is used for dairy heifers. This 
barn is unique, in that it has the bank leading 
into the double doors into the side of the rain
bow-roofed barn. Not many barns, with the 
rainbow roofs have this side entry, with a bank 
leading to it. 

This gable-roofed barn, belonging to 
Charles Gaerke, was built in the 1880's and set 
on rocks with no foundation until 1958. At that 
time, the Wendel Brothers, Ed and Paul, and 
Charles Gaerke raised the barn, and added con
crete floors and concrete foundation. This old 
barn has hewn eight by eight beams, and has 
sawed rafters. The stable doors and gates are 
still a part of the barn. Today, the barn is used 
for dairy calves, milking parlor, and hay and 
straw storage. Rob and Alice Gaerke live at this 
place at 1184 Philothea Road, Fort Recovery. 



This barn sets on forty acres deeded on Sep
tember 4, 1838 to Durant L. Hunt by President 
Martin Van Buren. The original deed is now the 
property of Charles and Betty Gaerke, of 2936 
Philothea Road, Fort Recovery. The deed was 
signed at the Lima Land Office by President 
Martin Van Buren. Since 1838 the farm deed 
changed hands thirteen times when Charles and 
Betty Gaerke bought the farm from Esther 
Abels, widow of Les Abels on June 12, 1981. 
Charles and Betty Gaerke are the present own
ers. 

The barn was believed built by Joe and 
Catherine Abels in the early 1900's. At that time 
the barn was used as a dairy barn and hay and 
grain storage. In 1991 Charles and Betty Gaerke 
hired an Amish crew to raise up the barn and 
put it on a foundation. They took out the wood 
floor and granaries and put in complete floors 
of concrete. The barn was used for finishing 500 
hogs a year. At the present time, the barn is 
used by Gaerke Brothers, Bill and Rob, to finish 
around 50 to 60 Holstein steers a year. 

The Linus Huelskamp barn stands at 1837 
St. Joe Road, Fort Recovery. This photograph 
was taken about 1950. In the early 1830's, a 
group of German settlers came from Perry 
County, Ohio and settled in what is now St. Joe. 
The most prominent of these pioneers were the 
Dolls. Joseph Doll, the patriarch of the family, 
settled on the farm which is now the home of 
Linus and Juletta Huelskamp. Henry 
Huelskamp purchased the farm from the Doll 
family in 1919; this would be in section 15 of Re
covery Township. 
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A fire took the original barn at the Henry 
Huelskamp farm on May 2, 1928. This shows the 
rubble after the fire. 

Another view of the rubble after the 1928 
fire at Henry Huelskamp place. 

After the 1928 fire at the Henry Huelskamp 
farm, a small barn was moved in and a lean-to, 
used as a machine shed, was added. This barn 
was used until 1939. The team of horses are 
working pulling the wagon. 



In 1939, the Winhoven farm, just north of 
Coldwater was added to the village of Coldwa
ter. The barn on this farm was purchased by 
Henry Huelskamp, taken apart, and rebuilt on 
the site where the barn had been destroyed. 
After the roof had been removed, a heavy 
rainstorm dumped a lot of water into the barn. 
The wooden pins fastening the frame together, 
swelled and had to be drilled out. New wooden 
pins were made to hold the frame together. 
( Coldwater High School was built on the site 
where this barn had stood.) This 1948 photo
graph shows the barn, the sheds used for 
granaries, the tool sheds, the smoke house, and 
the wood shed, and the windpump that was still 
standing at that time. 

Gerald Schlarman has this barn at 1918 St. 
Joe Road, Fort Recovery. This bank barn was 
built in the 1890's. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Zeno Brackman own this 
place at 1643 St. Joe Road, Fort Recovery. The 
barn as built between 1870 and 1876 by John 
Kleinhenz. The barn was used for livestock, hay 
and straw. Today, the barn is used for dairy, 
hay, straw, and dairy feed. The red barn is 
trimmed in white with the white triangle at the 
gale peak, just beneath the lightning rod. The 
other buildings are painted red, and trimmed 
with white arches on their barn doors. The 
windmill stands in the foreground, which re
minds us of the days gone by. 

Magadeline Sanderell had this barn built in 
1908, at 1078 St. Rt. 119. A. SANDERELL is let
tered across the gable end of the barn. The 1941 
Plymouth is parked outside the barn. The barn 
was used to house horses, cows and hay in the 
past. 



Today, this place belongs to Thomas San
derell, 1078 State Route 119, Fort Recovery. 
TOM SANDERELL is lettered across the gable 
end, beneath the window. Lightning rods are 
standing across the ridge of the roof. The red 
buildings are trimmed in white. Today, they 
still use the barn for cows and hay, but no 
longer have the horses. 

John Fullenkamp built this barn in 1903 or 
1904. Henry Fullenkamp purchased the farm in 
July of 1920 from his father John Fullenkamp. 
Aloys and Elizabeth Backs purchased the farm 
in July of 1934. Paul and Ruth Backs purchased 
the farm in December of 1972. The barn was 
used for dairy cattle and sheep. In this aerial 
view of the farm of Paul and Ruth Backs' farm 
at 2572 St. Rt. 119, St. Henry, the barn and out
buildings are painted red and trimmed in white. 
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Paul Backs' barn is now white. The dairy 
barn, with Grade A milking, set up in 1951, re
mains in use today. A free stall barn was added 
in 1987, and a hay barn in 1987, at this farm on 
2572 St. Rt. 119. 

Harold Gettinger owns this barn at 48 
Gravel Pit Road, R.R. #2, Fort Recovery. The 
barn was built in the 1870's by Harry Miller. 
The barn has been used for steers and hogs; 
today it is used for storage. This land used to be 
owned by Nickel Plate Railroad. 



Ronald E. Jones owns this barn at 1775 Fort 
Recovery-Minster Road, Fort Recovery. This 
barn has served as a working barn for a long 
time. The barn is built on a slight rise and the 
level from the west to the double entry doors, 
makes a slight bank in the land. Some people 
have called this type barn a grundscheier barn, 
meaning ground level. Four lightning rods 
grace the roof ridge. Some people tell of lightn
ing rods having purple globes on them; when 
the globe was broken the farmer knew that 
lightning had struck his barn. 

In 1863 George and Sarah Hedrick sold 
acreage at 2157 Fort Recovery-Minster Road, 
Fort Recovery to John Diebold (now Dippold), 
my maternal great-grandfather. In 1869, after 
John's death, Leopold Eckstein bought the prop
erty. Leopold's grandchildren believe Leopold 
built the regular frame barn which had stan
chions along its interior east side and horse 
stalls on the south side. The main frame of the 
barn is the original, and Aloys Schuh, owner 
after Eckstein, set the barn up for milking. In 
1971 Robert Hart bought the farm. (by Mrs. Jim 
(Thelma) Homan, 5160 Burrville Road, Coldwa
ter.) 
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Clarence Schlarman, 2941 Fort Recovery
Minster Road, Fort Recovery, owns this barn, 
which was built in 1915. The bank leads up to 
the double entry doors. 

This barn at 3157 Township Line Road, St. 
Henry, was built in 1919. In the past, the barn 
was used for loose hay, cattle and horses. Au
gust W. Dues owned the farm from 1933 to 1985. 
Now, the place belongs to his youngest daugh
ter, Lou Ann Timmerman. (Andrew Pax photo
graph) 



An interior view of the haymow, shows the 
huge cross support beams, which support the 
roof. The ladder is resting while the mow is 
standing almost empty. The old hay rack is still 
attached to the pulley, which hangs from the 
ridge pole of the roof. The gambrel roof gives 
more space in the mow, at the barn of Lou Ann 
Timmerman, 3157 Township Line Road, St. 
Henry. (Andrew Pax photograph) 

Leo J. Noggler's barn burned down August 
1962. Today, his son, Eugene F. Noggler Sr., 
lives there at 2168 Erastus Durbin Road, Fort 
Recovery. 
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After Leo Noggler's barn fire, he had John 
Knapke build this dairy barn in 1962. Today, 
this is Leo's son Eugene Noggler's place. The 
barn is used as a sheep barn today, at 2168 
Erastus Durbin Road, Fort Recovery. 

Christopher Kunkler's barn stood 2168 Eras
tus-Drubin Road, in Recovery Township. This 
photograph was taken in the 1920's, with the 
barn and horses standing in the background. 
Sisters Leona and Caroline Kunkler stand in 
front of their barn; they married brothers 
Henry and Aloys Guggenbiller. This photograph 
belongs to Eugene Guggenbiller, a son of 
Henry. 



Pauline Timmerman's barn stands at 3180 
Erastus Durbin Road, Fort Recovery. They 
bought this farm with the big bank barn in the 
spring of 1949. At that time it was owned by the 
William Timmerman family, who bought it 
from the St. Henry Bank. During the depression 
it was lost to bankruptcy by another family. 

Pauline Timmerman's barn as it looks 
today, at 3180 Erastus Durbin Road. After they 
bought the farm in 1949, they added the milking 
parlor and the milk house. About two years 
later, they added the 14 foot by 50 foot silo, and 
two years later put up the 20 foot by 55 foot, 
both equipped with unloaders and feed bank for 
a hundred head of dairy operation. The large 
silo was built by Pauline's husband, with the 
help of ropes and scaffolding and friends. Her 
husband laid all the blocks by hand. About ten 
years ago, they covered the. barn with white 
steel siding. They also built the free stall barn 
or loafing barn for the dairy cows. 
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Omer Jutte built this gambrel-roofed barn 
in 1979, at 3752 Erastus-Durbin Road, Fort Re
covery. He used the barn for livestock and 
machinery storage; today he still uses the barn 
for machinery storage. 

Roger Lochtefeld's barn stands at his place 
at 2289 Burrville Road, Fort Recovery. He uses 
the barn for dairy. This photograph tells a 
story, with the original big barn, the additions, 
and the two silos, all of which illustrate the de
velopment of the farm this century. 



Lavern Steinbrunner's barn stands at his 
place at 2380 Burrville Road, Fort Recovery. 
The original owner of this farm was Robert 
Steinbrunner; the next owner was his son, Aloys 
Steinbrunner; the next owner was his son Al
bert; today Albert's son Lavern has the farm. 

An interior view of the posts and beams in 
Lavern Steinbrunner's barn. Note the central 
post in the center of the long crossbeam, and 
the technique of supports to the roof. Each 
farmer had his own individual method of de
signing the frame of his barn. 
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Lavern Steinbrunner's barn, at 2380 
Burrville Road, was built in 1901 by John 
Kleinhenz, the carpenter. The friends and rela
tives are all helping with the barn raising. The 
young child standing next to the collie might be 
Aloys Steinbrunner, Lavern's grandfather. 

This barn was built for Frank Steinbrunner 
in 1905; it stands at 3048 Burrville Road, Fort 
Recovery. It has been used for storage of grain 
and feed. Today, the place is owned by a 
brother and sister, Celestine and Olga Obringer. 



Eileen Kaiser Schmitz has this barn at 2269 
St. Peter Road, Fort Recovery. The original 
deed is dated March 1806, to Anthony King, Sr. 
There was another barn here, preceding this 
barn. This barn is one of the very few in the 
county, which have a bridge between the bank, 
and the double doors; one can walk beneath this 
bridge. The lower part of this barn was for 
horses, and milking cows. The upper part of the 
barn was for threshing, and storing grain and 
hay. Today, it is for storing equipment. 

In December 1852, Jacob and Katherine 
Morningstar took title to the N.W. ¼ Section 22, 
Recovery Township, 160 acres, at 2470 St. Peter 
Road, at the corner of St. Rt. 119. They pro
ceeded to clear the land and erect a residence 
and other buildings, dig a well, and relocate his 
blacksmith shop (from Fort Recovery). The 
family was a closely knit unit, devoting their at
tention to clearing and farming the land, and 
the breeding of Morgan Horses and Duroc Hogs. 
Their son David M. Morningstar and his wife 
Mary Miller were the next owners. Their daugh
ter Emma M. married Love Jamieson and were 
the next owners. Their son Harold married Ger
trude Nagel, who were the next owners. Harold 
is deceased, October 12, 1980. Today, Gertrude 
(Jamieson) Green and her husband Paul Green 
live there. 
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Love Jamieson, Harold's father, outside the 
barn, before it was resided. 

SINCE 1851, MORNINGSTAR 
JAMIESON FARMS 



The MORNINGSTAR name is not only on 
the main bank barn roof, (JACOB MOR
NINGSTAR 1894), but also on the second build
ing, on both sides of the roof, of the farm at 2470 
St. Peter Road. 

Lester Huelskamp's barn, at 2763 St. Peter 
Road, Fort Recovery, has quite a history. It 
was built in 1864 by Tony Kahlig. It was used for 
a hog and steer barn, and for milking cows. 
Today, it is a finishing hog barn. This barn was 
moved here in June 1965. 
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The original barn was a bank barn; it set on 
rocks for a foundation. In 1965 they moved this 
barn to its present site at Lester Huelskamp's, 
2763 St. Peter Road. 

The old barn before it got moved on June 1, 
1965, at Lester Huelskamp's. Kenny was four 
years old. 



Moving the old barn; note the old hand 
hewn beams on the ground, next to Kenny and 
Sharon Huelskamp. 

The moving of the barn was begun on June 
1, and completed June 7; they worked on it 
about four days. 
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The Wendel Brothers are working on the 
barn for Lester Huelskamp. The St. Joe church 
was torn down in 1964; the logs from that 
church were put in this barn. That log church 
was built about 1840; so the logs in this barn 
were cut in 1840. 

---

This barn was built in 1901, with a barn 
raising with the Lennartz family and neighbor
hood. The barn was used for horses, hay and 
straw, milk cows, steers and hogs. The barn 
had a threshing floor. Today, the barn is used 
for finishing hogs. The barn is a part of the Len
nartz Farms, where Duane Lennartz lives at 
3143 St. Peter Road, Fort Recovery. 



This barn was built by the Lennartz family 
and the neighborhood, in 1921. It was used for 
horses and milk cows, steers, grain storage, 
hay and straw. The barn had a threshing floor. 
Today, the barn is used as a sow gestation barn. 
This barn used to have a wooden grain leg with 
steel chain buckets that carried grain to the 
second story storage bin. It also has a cement 
threshing floor, which was grooved for the 
horses. This barn is a part of the Lennartz 
Farms, where Tom Lennartz lives at 3178 St. 
Peter Road, Fort Recovery. 

Jennifer Gaerke has this attractive barn at 
3735 St. Peter Road, Fort Recovery. In the past, 
this barn was used as a milking set-up for cows, 
and to house cattle. Today, the barn is used to 
store hay. The white board fence sets off the 
barn. 

383 

In 1870, five Heiby brothers came from 
Crawford County, Ohio and settled on farms 
northeast of Fort Recovery. One of the 
brothers, Phillip Heiby, owned the farm that 
now belongs to Jerry and Norma Borgerding 
Grieshop, at 2459 Wabash Road, Fort Recovery. 
When either Phillip or his son Fred owned the 
farm, the original barn was struck by lightning. 
Eighty or more years ago, another barn was 
built to replace the first one. Built with a dirt 
floor, the new barn was called a storm barn be
cause it was made with rafters that could sway 
in a wind. Other than keeping cows and horses 
in the barn, the Grieshops gutted the barn in 
1970 and raised turkeys in it. For light, they put 
windows in the roof. Now the barn is used for 
storage only but the Grieshop children re
member the fun they had shooting birds in the 
barn and building tunnels in the haymow. 

This old barn stands at 2650 Wabash Road, 
Fort Recovery, and belongs to Novella Lauber. 
Novella said the barn was there when they 
moved there in 1922. The barn was used to 
house work horses and milk cows. Today, they 
use the barn to raise feed steers. 



John and Mary Overman have this barn at 
2795 St. Rt. 49, Fort Recovery. The barn, being 
built in 1915, appears to be an English barn; 
that is to say, that it appears to have three 
separate bays, with the threshing bay in the 
center, with double doors in the front and back, 
to provide the air or wind to blow through the 
barn on threshing days. Not all barns have a 
window above the double doors as this one does. 
The barn is used for cattle. 

The Amish carpenters built this barn in the 
mid 1960's for Harold Willmann, 3690 St. Rt. 49, 
Fort Recovery. In the past, the barn has been 
used for storage of hay for beef cattle, and the 
lower level for feeding out hogs. Today, the 
barn is used for storage of hay, straw and beef 
cattle. The barn has the rainbow or gothic roof, 
which provides more room for storage. Three 
shed-roofed dormers are on the side of the roof. 
It was a beautiful day in September, with the 
clouds in the sky, and the wind blowing the flag, 
when this photograph was taken. 
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One of the very few "boxed hay hoods" on 
the hay mow doors in Mercer County, can be 
found on this barn belonging to Maurice and 
Jeanette Grieshop, 441 Park Road, Fort Recov
ery. This barn houses beef cattle, and storage 
for hay and equipment. Clementine (Teeters) 
Gagle, R.R. 3, Box 226, Portland, Indiana 47371, 
lived on this farm as a child. Clementine wrote 
the following letter about this barn, November 
30, 1991: "I have talked to both of my brothers 
and they said the barn on Dad's farm at 441 
Park Road, was there before 1928. Mom and 
Dad moved there in 1928 and it was there then. 
We don't know who built it. I was born in 1922. 
I do remember "making hay." At first, we used 
to put the hay on loose on a wagon, and then 
take it to the barn. We used a hay fork with pul
leys and a rope; I would ride the old work horse 
and pull it up into the barn. Later on, Dad baled 
the hay and I would drive the Farman "B" 
Tractor: Dad would load the hay on the wagon. 
When we got to the barn, I would drive the trac
tor, to pull the baled hay up into the barn. Many 
times, the rope would break, and all the hay 
would fall down (barely missing Dad some
times) and we would start over. I remember 
exactly how the barn was made on the inside. 
When you walked in the door, there was an aisle 
straight ahead. On the right, was hay from the 
floor to the roof. On the left hand side, there 
were three stalls for horses. The first stall was 
for Maude, then Mert, and Lady. After they 
either died or were sold, we had work horses 
named Tom, Mike, and Bob. Next was where 
we kept cows. There was a manger to feed hay, 
in front of the horses and cows. There was a 
floor above the east side for more hay. Dad did 
build on to the west of the original barn and 
made it into a machine shed; I think it was done 
in the 1950's." 



Roscoe and Elsie Timmerman's barn 
stands at 209 Park Road, Fort Recovery. Frank 
Wallischeck built this barn about 1910. The barn 
housed horses, cows and some pigs. The barn 
originally had large stone boulders under each 
corner, for the foundation. The Timmermans 
put in the cement foundation about 1980. Elsie 
tells that her Step Mother Mary Rose (O'Con
ner) Bergman lived there as a child. The gable 
roofed barn has siding which has weathered to 
a silver patina, and looks much as it did when 
it was built. The country barn has not had a lot 
of additions. Today, they use the barn for stor
age. 

The rooster crowing atop the weather vane 
is a part of our Mercer County heritage. Before 
radio and television, with the instant weather 
reports, farmers had to rely on their own knowl
edge and information to make any type of 
weather prediction. Weather vanes on top of 
barns, were common sites. Today, many people 
have weather vanes for decoration. This attrac
tive weather vane belongs to Laura Wendel, 
1835 Philothea Road, Fort Recovery. As this 
book Editor drove across Mercer County, she 
saw weather vanes decorated with cows on 
dairy farms, weather vanes decorated with 
hogs on hog farms, and weather vanes deco
rated with horses on horse farms. Mercer Coun
tians are proud of their heritage and their way 
of life. Whether they put their names in the 
slate on the barn roof, or their way of life in 
their weather vane theme, or in a lawn orna
ment or lawn decoration, they take pride in 
what they do. 
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This weather van~ belongs to Mary 
Huelskamp, 1682 Philothea Road, Fort Recov
ery. What is unique about this weather vane is 
that it is pointing to a most magnificent treas
ure in Mercer County's heritage. It is pointing 
to the treasure within the barn. 

This is an aerial view of Mary Huelskamp's 
place at 1682 Philothea Road. The old home
stead is on this photograph. Note the big barn; 
note its height, length and width. This big old 
barn was built between 1840 and 1850, one or 
two decades before the Civil War. This is one of 
the biggest and oldest barns in Mercer County, 
and one of the finest, considering the log treas
ure it holds within. 



.. 

This 1992 photograph of Mary Huelskamp's 
barn, gives one an idea of the size and shape of 
the barn. Now, look closely at the next three 
photographs of the interior of this barn. 

This is one side of the double pen log barn 
in Mary Huelskamp's barn at 1682 Philothea 
Road, Fort Recovery. This barn was built be
tween 1840 and 1850, by some of this area's ear
liest settlers, a decade or two, before the Civil 
War. This magnificent big log barn has been 
protected because a barn was built up and over 
the log barn. Look closely at the corner notch
ing of the logs, which are all hand hewn. Think 
of the labor, and the craftsmanship which went 
into this log barn. (photograph by Andrew Pax) 
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This is a closer view of the same wall of the 
log barn. Look under the bottom log and see the 
foundation corner stone. See the marks of the 
ax and note how well the corners fit. One would 
wonder about the size of the trees used for these 
logs. (Andrew Pax photograph) 

This is a closer view of the other end of the 
same wall of the log barn in Mary Huelskamp's 
barn at 1682 Philothea Road. At the left of the 
photograph is the door leading to grain bins. 
Next to the step is the stone boulder used for the 
foundation corner stone. On the wall to the right 
stands an old wagon wheel, missing a spoke or 
two. What stories these logs would tell; what 
stories this wagon wheel would tell; but their 
secrets are silent. The presence of this log 
building tells a story which is a greater story 
than any historical fiction book could write. 
Mercer County owes Mary Huelskamp a debt of 
gratitude for preserving this great example of 
our rural heritage. (Andrew Pax photograph) 



The old dinner bell, which called so many 
farmers to their meals, still stands at the Ar
thur and Lorena Vagedes home at 2560 
Philothea Road, Fort Recovery. The barn was 
probably built around the turn of the century, 
and has housed cattle, horses, and stored hay 
and grain. Today, the barn is used for cattle. 
This gable-roofed barn, with its red paint and 
white trim, has the three windows in the gable 
end wall, with the white triangle at the gable 
peak. 

Bill Wellman, Jr., one of Mercer County's 
fine barn builders, built this barn in 1917, after 
the original barn burned by being struck by 
lightning. In the past, the barn was used for 
dairy and feed storage. Now the barn is used for 
dairy. There is a stanchion floor milking parlor 
built inside. Dennis and Deb Schoenlein, 1990 
Siegrist Jutte Road, Fort Recovery, own this 
barn; they bought the farm from Dennis' 
Mother, Eleanor Schoenlein, in 1987. 
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Nick Harlett, from Bavaria, Germany, and 
his wife Catherine and family moved to Mercer 
County. They built this L shaped log house at 
the time of the Civil War. The big barn was 
built a couple of years after the house; they 
kept their cows and horses in this barn. To the 
west of the house, stood the machine shed, the 
corn crib, the straw stack and the big barn. 
Clara Koverman, Nick's Granddaughter, re
members that her father John Harlett saw to it 
that the straw stack was built just right. The 
wind pump stood west of the house; it provided 
water for the family and for the livestock. This 
log house stands at 2091 St. Joe Road, Fort Re
covery. 

Today, 1993, Clara Koverman is holding the 
photograph of her homeplace, the log home at 
2091 St. Joe Road, Fort Recovery. She resides 
at 507 N. 2nd, Coldwater, OH 45828. She was 
kind enough to tell the story of this log home 
and farm for this book. Their history is also in 
the 1978 MERCER COUNTY HISTORY BOOK, 
page 335. 



This barn was built, 97' x 36', in the early 
1800's. The barn once had two threshing floors; 
there were two hay lofts and two granaries. 
Each granary could hold 300 to 400 bushels of 
grain. The barn had four horse stalls with split 
stable doors; these doors can be seen on the 
photograph. The barn also had a large area for 
cows. The round straw stack stands next to the 
barn. Four generations of Eiferts' (Michael, 
Jacob, Joseph, and Ferd), all housed their ani
mals and grain in this barn. It is presently 
owned by Ken and Janice Lamm, 2317 St. Joe 
Road, Fort Recovery. The barn is used for stor
age of farm equipment and a workshop. 

Another barn that "used to be." This weath
ered old barn served as a working barn in its 
day. The small door at the end almost looks as 
if it is waiting for the horse to return. However, 
the barn was recently torn down. It stood for 
over a century at the present site of Jutte Ex
cavating, Inc., on State Route 119, near St. Joe, 
(just west of Erastus Durbin Road). The barn 
was previously owned by Ken Lamm, 2317 St. 
Joe Road, Fort Recovery. 
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This aerial view is of Mr. and Mrs. Melvin 
Bergman's farm, 2466 State Route 119, Fort Re
covery, OH. The John Fullenkamp family built 
this barn. Prior to 1961 the barn was used for 
dairy. For fifteen years, the barn was used for 
a starter barn for turkeys. Today, the barn is 
used for livestock. Note the low pitch of the 
roof, and the length of the barn compared with 
the width. 

This interior view of the framing of Melvin 
Bergman's barn not only shows the hand hewn 
timber, but also the wooden pins. Some of these 
hand hewn timbers may have been used in an 
earlier building, because there are mortises cut 
out, where the tenon of another beam would fit 
into it; these can be seen on this photograph. 



Sylvester and Hilda Rosenbeck, State Route 
118, St. Henry, own this barn, at 2517 Fort Re
covery Minster Road, Fort Recovery. The barn 
was built in 1890 and was owned by Heitkamps 
for many years. It has been used for hay and 
machinery storage. Today it is used for hay and 
for a sheep barn. 

Ken, Joe and Sue Dues are enjoying playing 
in the snow after the big snow storm in 1950. 
This farm on 3691 Township Line Road, Fort 
Recovery, has been in the Dues family for over 
100 years. The big barn has been there all those 
years; it was probably built when Fred's great
grandfather Henry Dues lived there. Henry 
passed the farm to his son George. In 1946 Rita, 
(Cletus' sister) had her wedding dance in this 
barn. In 1947, Cletus bought the farm from his 
father George; the barn was used for work 
horses and dairy cows. In 1980, Fred Dues 
purchased the farm from his father Cletus. 
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This is the east side of Fred Dues' barn in 
1950. 

This interior view of Fred Dues barn on 
3691 Township Line Road, shows the hugh cross 
beam, and the vertical posts which support the 
roof. 



OUR BARN by Martha Dues 
2441 Philothea Road, Ft. Recovery 

The dairy cows are munching hay 
in the big barn painted red; 
Their soft, brown eyes just seem to say, 
"Turn out the lights and go to bed." 
Our barn is such a comfy place 
Of peaceful solitude and calm -
A whispered wind blows through the eaves; 
It sounds much like a well loved Psalm. 
The soft "moo" of a cow is heard -
Her nose is nudging a command; 
A new born calf on wobbly legs 
Is being taught to try and stand. 
The little calf is beautiful 
With shining coat as smooth as silk; 
It nuzzles close beside the cow 
And gets its supper, "Grade A Milk." 
What is a barn without the sound 
of noisy sparrows on high beams? 
Our cat caught some, the rest came back -
There's sparrows everywhere, it seems. 
My hideaway's up in the big hay mow 
When too many cares, at me seem to peer; 
I chase the world by, till I'm rested again -
What peaceful repose; in this calm atmosphere. 
Note: This was written in the big barn on 3691 
Township Line Road, when all the children (8) 
were growing up. I needed the "big red barn es
cape" once in a while! 

A 1950 view of the hog building, at Fred and 
Marge Dues, 3691 Township Line Road, Fort 
Recovery. Note, the entry is in the gable end 
wall. 
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An interior view of Fred Dues' hog building, 
which shows the hand hewn beams. In Lower 
Saxony, Germany, the barns were built, with 
the entry at the gable end. On the interior posts, 
the beams would extend through the vertical 
posts, a few inches, but would not go to the out
side wall. In this barn, the horizontal beam only 
reaches the post, but does not extend through it. 

An octagonal corn crib stands full, next to 
Fred Dues' hog building. 



Clarence and Catherine Steinbrunner, and 
Joshua Wenning, are standing in front of their 
big old bank barn, at 3178 Burrville Road, Fort 
Recovery. This barn was built in the late 1870's 
by Clemens Steinbrunner. Joseph Steinbrunner, 
born 1869, and son of Clemens Steinbrunner, 
was about ten years old, when this barn was 
built. Joseph remembers helping build the barn. 
When they built this barn, they needed a bank 
barn, and they also built this barn closer to the 
house, than the old barn. The old barn was then 
torn down; some of the lumber was used to 
build a hog barn and a corn crib. This building 
is across from the house, on the south side. In 
the past, the barn was used for storing grain, 
hay, straw, machinery, and for animals. Today, 
the barn is used to house heifers and to store 
hay and straw. 

This interior view of Clarence Steinbrun
ner' s barn shows the symmetry of the framing. 
It would be nice if this book were in color, and 
show the sunlight casting a golden glow on the 
posts and beams, and bales on the threshing 
floor. 
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This is a 1940 view of the Clarence Stein
brunner place. 

This fine old barn was built in 1880 by Fred
erick Heiby, (1843-1920). He also built the Luthe
ran Church in Fort Recovery in 1871; he was 
also County Commissioner 1909 to 1913. The tim
bers are over 16 feet long, and many are 32 feet 
in length; a f e~ are 48 feet long. The size of the 
barn is 32 by 48. The barn was built to use for 
horses, granary, and space for a shop and stor
age of carpenter tools. The sliding doors has a 
smaller door, known as "le petit guichet." 
There is no hay track; they used a single rope 
and pulleys and sword hay fork for horses to 
pull the hay from the wagon unto the mow. This 
barn has not changed from the time it was built. 
Some boards in the granary and the horse part, 
are 18" wide or more. The barn still stands on 
its large stones at the corners. 

The barn in the back has been reworked 
several times. The barn was lowered and put on 
a concrete foundation. The mow floors were 
raised and 16 feet were added to the length. The 
braces were cut out so a hay track could be 
used in the barn. It is the older of the two barns 
because all of the timbers used in the framing 
are hand hewn. 

These barns are located at 2600 Wabash 
Road, Fort Recovery, and belong to Elizabeth 
Kandel, 15300 County Home Road, Marysville, 
Ohio 43040. This information was provided by 
David Heiby, R. 3, Box 188, Portland, IN 47371. 



Bob Roessner's barn stands at 3797 Wabash 
Road, Fort Recovery. This big old barn was 
built in the late 1800's. The barn has been re
sided. The doors have been changed to adapt to 
the needs of the farm. The barn has been used 
for livestock confinement and hay storage. 

Mike Roessner owns this gable-roofed barn 
at 3910 Wabash Road, Fort Recovery. Five 
lightning rods stand across the ridge of the roof. 
Many of Mercer County's barns have the three 
openings in the gable end wall, but not many 
have square windows in the double doors, as 
this barn does. In the past, the barn was used 
for milking cows, and for the hay storage. 
Today, the barn is used for steers and horses. 
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What a grand barn this was, in its day. The 
horses and buggies could drive through the 
doors through the length of the barn at the end 
wall on the bottom floor. The main floor has two 
pairs of double doors leading to the threshing 
floor. The bank is broad, leading up to these 
double doors. The gambrel roof allowed for a lot 
of space in the mow. This wonderful big old 
barn belongs to Dorothy Gaerke, 2369 State 
Route 49, Fort Recovery. 

The gambrel roof of Dorothy Gaerke's barn 
is supported by these great hand hewn posts 
and beams. The rope is still hanging from the 
hay track at the top of the barn. With the 
change in times and the change in size of bales, 
these big round bales now are stored across the 
barn floor. This barn was built to last for many 
generations; it is still serving its purpose. 



This barn was probably built in the late 
1800's, for it is pinned with wooden pins. In the 
past, the barn was used for livestock and hay 
storage. Today, the barn is used for storage. 
The barn has been sided with a golden colored 
siding. The barn stands at 3460 State Route 49, 
Fort Recovery, and belongs to Ralph Jutte 
Farms, Inc. The Jutte Farms are known for 
their melons and fruit, as the sign on the truck 
indicates. Oscar W. Jutte responded with infor
mation about this barn. 

This barn stands at 592 Cummins Road, off 
of State Route 49, north of Fort Recovery. This 
barn was built in the late 1800's and is pinned 
with wooden pins. It was used for livestock and 
storage. This old barn stands straight and tall. 
An addition was added to the left end of the 
barn. The barn belongs to Ralph Jutte Farms 
Inc., 3460 State Route 49, Fort Recovery. 
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Bernard Overman's barn stands at 1215 
Philothea Road, Fort Recovery. The Braun 
Family built this barn around 1916 and the barn 
was used for hay and straw storage, cow 
stables, and for milking cows. Now, the barn is 
still used for hay and straw storage, as well as 
heifer and maternity housing. 

The Overman Brothers own this barn on 
Philothea Road, Fort Recovery. This was for
merly the Henry Grieshop farm. Originally, this 
barn was used for hay and straw storage, and 
for milk cows and horses. Now, the barn is used 
for straw storage, and for fattening hogs on the 
bottom. 



Dale and Marilyn Bruns' barn stands at 
3367 Wabash Road, Fort Recovery. Marilyn 
Bruns wrote the following story about this barn: 
"This barn was built in 1913 at the time Joe Ful
lenkamp owned the farm. One of the neighbor 
boys, Henry Grieshop, who lived with his par
ents across the road, helped Joe build the barn; 
he was Joe's hired hand. It was considered one 
of the biggest barns in the area. It is 100 feet by 
48 feet wide and approximately 45 feet high. It 
is a well-constructed barn. In 1941, Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Westgerdes, who rented the farm, 
celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary. 
Many of his family, friends, and neighbors re
membered the barn dance and the good time 
they had. Norb Roessner, a neighbor boy in his 
youth, and Norb Westgerdes, Joe's son, and his 
date Mildred, now his wife, can still reminisce 
that day. Years ago, the barn had large 
granaries upstairs that stored wheat and oats. 
It held a lot of loose hay. The horses were 
housed in stables in the south end. In the 1960's, 
Dale Bruns who owns the farm, put flooring 
over the thresh floor and raised turkeys on the 
two floors for St. Clair Mills. Since then, the 
second floor is back to its original. Now the 
barn houses dairy calves, hogs, a few pieces of 
machinery, and some large round bales on the 
bottom floor." (photograph from Ruth Ann 
Brunswick) 
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The large beams in Dale Bruns' barn are 12 
x 12 pine. The sunlight casts a golden glow on 
these big old beams. 

This is a 1991 view of Dale Bruns' barn, 3367 
Wabash Road. In 1990, a 24 feet leanto was 
added to the west side of the barn, to house 
more machinery and large bales. 

ANTHONY'S BP, 302 East Butler, Fort Re
covery, Ohio 45846. 



Brockman Furniture 
Brockman Appliances 

Brockman & Boeckman Funeral Home 

W.R. May started in the funeral and 
furniture business around 1890, then 
located on the W. Butler Street between 
Meinerdings Restaurant and the former 
L.H. Wagner Agency. 

May built the present brick building 
(now Brockman Furniture), 107 S. Wayne 
Street in 1895. It was called May's 
Undertaking and Furniture Dealer. This 
building housed both the funeral and fur
niture business. 

Donald E. Riffle became a partner of 
W.R. May in 1937 and bought out May 
around 194 7. The present funeral home at 
308 S. Wayne Street was Riffle's residence 
and was enlarged in 1954 since visitations 
at the funeral home were becoming more 
common. 

Cy Brockman began working for Riffle 
in 1946 and bought the business in 1963. 
Since then a large furniture display room 
was added to the Furniture Store in 1973 
and the Funeral home was remodeled dur
ing the 1980's. Cy purchased the "Opera 

Brockman & Boeckman Funeral Home 
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House" building, 100 N. Wayne St. in 1978, 
remodeled the building, and established 
Brockman Appliances. In 1991 Ron 
Boeckman became associated with the 
ownership of the funeral home and the 
name was changed to Brockman & 
Boeckman Funeral Home. 

Brockman Furniture 

Brockman Appliances 



Cooper Farms 

Downtown Fort Recovery was the loca
tion of the original mill building built 
before the turn of the century. The exact 
date of construction is unknown. In 1936 
Werner "Dick" Staugler began working for 
Harry Imel, owner of the mill. At that time 
the number of turkeys being fed was about 
1,000. Four years later in 1940, Dick 
Staugler and Ralph Heil became the own
ers of the business which was then called 
St. Clair Mills. 

An extensive remodeling of the mill 
building was done in 1952. When other 
business interest took Ralph Heil from this 
area, Dick Staugler became the owner of 
the operation along with the Quaker Oats 
Co. 

On June 25, 1960 the mill was com
pletely destroyed by fire and was then 
reconstructed at its present location, at the 
north end of Fort Recovery next to the rail
road tracks on State Route 49. The new 
facility was capable of producing over 200 
tons daily. 

In 1969 Quaker Oats Co. decided to dis
continue their Agricultural Division, sell
ing all their feed operations to Allied Mills, 
Inc. During the Allied Mills ownership, the 
company name was changed to Wayne 
Poultry Co. 

In January 1976 the Fort Recovery feed 
mill was purchased from Allied Mills, Inc. 
by Cooper Hatchery, Inc. of Oakwood, 
Ohio; Werner J. Staugler, Ralph P. 
Staugler, and Lester M. Staugler all of 
Fort Recovery. With the new ownership, 
the former name of St. Clair Mills, Inc. 
was put back into use. At this point in 
time, annually 1,500,000 turkeys were fed 
along with 3,000,000 broilers, as well as 
some layers and pullets. The poultry was 
all raised by local farmers on a contract 
basis within a 30 mile radius of Fort 
Recovery. While producing feed for the con
tract operation, the feed mill continued to 
make customized feed for area farmers, 
providing the community with a complete 
line of feed for hogs, dairy, and poultry 
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farming. 
With thoughts of retirement, Dick 

Staugler along with his brothers, Ralph 
and Lester, sold their interest in St. Clair 
Mills to Cooper Hatchery in November of 
1984. Ralph and Lester continued to work 
for Cooper Feeds through December 1988 
at which time, they too decided to retire. 
During this period of 1985 through 1988 
the name of St. Clair Mills, Inc. was 
changed to Cooper Farms. With the help of 
local contract growers as well as the dedi
cated and loyal employees, Cooper Farms 
has been able to grow and be successful in 
the Fort Recovery community. The feed 
mill continues to produce all lines of poul
try feed as well as hog and dairy feed for 
its customers' needs. In addition to 
turkeys, area farmers also contract grow 
annually 400,000 layers and 1,500,000 
broilers. 

Construction was completed in May, 
1992, on a new feed mill, two miles north 
of Fort Recovery on State Rout 49. This 
state-of-the-art mill is capable of mixing 
120 tons of pelleted feed per hour. 

Thanks to the commitment of its 100 
full and part time employees, Cooper 
Farms can proudly say it has been a part 
of the Fort Recovery business community 
for over 50 years and hopes to be here for 
many more. 

Cooper Farms 



The Fort Recovery Banking Company 
Ft. Recovery's first bank, the Porterfield-McDaniel 

Bank, was established in 1881 and occupied the building 
south of the Forget-Me-Not Flower Shop. When John 
Porterfield withdrew, it became the George R. McDaniel 
Bank. (see photo #1) 

About 1902 the bank was relocated in a building on 
Wayne Street between what is now Brockman's 
Appliance and the Hawaiian Buckeye Restaurant. It was 
at this location that disaster stuck. On October 17, 1906, 
the bank building was badly damaged in an explosion 
that occurred when Charles Wagner was testing a rifle in 
a hardware store that was just north of the bank. He shot 
into some dynamic that was stored there. Eight people 
were killed. Shortly after the disaster some of the fix
tures were carried out onto the sidewalk and business 
was conducted on the street in front of the bank (see 
photo #2) 

In December 1906 the bank was incorporated as The 
Fort Recover Banking Company. Incorporators were 
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Photo #1 

Photo #3 
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George McDaniel, Ernest McDaniel, Marshall McDaniel, 
Minnie McDaniel and William H. Anthony. In September 
of 1922, the bank was moved to its present location at 
117-119 N. Wayne Street, built on land purchased from 
Harriet Krenning. (See photo #3) 

The Fort Recovery Banking Company and Second 
National Bank of Greenville, Ohio merged in April 1980, 
and the bank became The Fort Recovery Banking Center, 
Second National Bank. 

In September of 1912, a published statement of con
dition indicated total resources of $416,827.31 and loans 
outstanding of $342,167.94. Total deposits amounted to 
$360,256.33. At year end 1992 total resources were 
$228,470,106.00 and loans outstanding of 
$129,000,000.00. Total deposits are $198,512,309.00. The 
growth in deposits and loans is an indication of the excel
lent financial progress of Darke and Mercer communities. 
(See photo #4) 

Photo #2 

Photo #4 



The Fort Recovery Equity Exchange 
On May 10, 1919, the Fort Recovery Equity 

Exchange Company became a chartered organization 
with paid-in capital amounting to $23,600.00. This was 
made possible by 118 farmers and landowners, who were 
interested enough to to invest $200.00 in this Company. 
Two shares each to the farmers, with a par value of 
$100.00 per share, were the beginning of the Fort 
Recovery Equity Exchange. 

The first official act of the new Company was to pur
chase the Jay Grain Company for $10,000.00 and the 
new business was opened on July 1, 1919. Its location 
was on the north end of town along the railroad tracks. 

In the early years the Equity handled all kinds of 
grain and seed used in farming, plus coal, hay and oil, 
along with all different kinds of flour. Sales of flour were 
almost as much as feed sales. 

During 1926 electricity replaced the gasoline engine 
as a source of power in the elevator and a new hammer
mill was installed. In 1927 the Farmer's Feed and Sales 
Barn was purchased for $8,000.00. It was located along 
side of the Fort Site Park, the former location of the main 
office. 

During 1928 the Company changed its by-laws to 
conform with the provisions of the Copper-Volstead Act. 
Patronage dividends were then credited to nonmembers 
toward a share of stock. 

In 1932 the Adams Coal Yard was purchased for 
$200.00 along with the scales. 

A piece of land was donated by the Equity in 1932 
which is now Fort Site Park. At the time the Ohio 
Geological and Historical Society was in charge. 

In 1941 an addition was made to the elevator and a 
new seed cleaner installed, but it was not until 1948 that 
a seed treater was added. 

In March 1943 a shed, scale and coal yard operated 
by Bob Stein, was purchased from Louis Moeller for 
$800.00. Following a train wreck in November 1943 
which burned the coal yard office, a new office was built. 
In 1945 the Feed Store (uptown) was remodeled. 

The first contract of beans before harvest was done 
in 1949. The price being $2.50 per bushel. 

In 1952 feed sales of one million dollars were real
ized. Feed sales were starting to take hold with farmers 
mixing concentrates with their grain for production of 
meat, milk and eggs. 

In 1956 a new grain elevator was built, consisting of 
five Marietta silos and two grain dumps, giving the 
Equity storage for 72,000 bushels (formerly they could 
only store 12,000 bushels). The cost of construction was 
$110,000. 

In 1961 both the feed store and the elevator were 
remodeled so that the Equity could offer bulk feed deliv
eries. 

In 1967 another new 36x65 silo was added, allowing 
for an additional 53,000 bushels of grain storage. In 1974 
the old Jay Grain was torn down and a new modern feed 
mill along with three 36x90 new silos with holding capac
ity of 225 thousand bushels of grain and a new grain 
dump was built. 

In 1970 bulk fertilizer arrived and a new bulk fertil
izer warehouse was built. 

A new grain cleaner was added in 1976 in the west 
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wing of the uptown plant. In 1977 a new Farm Fan 1,500 
grain dryer was installed at the dryers and in 1979 the 
three Marietta silos built in 1956 were torn down and 
replaced with three cement silos on the same site. Also a 
new 60-foot truck scale was completed to replace the old 
scale. 

In 1981 the land between Wabash Rd, First Street 
and the Railroad tracks was purchased from Ft. Recovery 
Oil Association. 

I n1984 a dry fertilizer blend plant was constructed. 
In 1985 a liquid fertilizer containment systems was 

constructed. 
In 1988 a bliss hammermill and additional bins 

added to the mill. 
In 1991 a 40,000 sq ft bag warehouse was built as 

well as a chemical warehouse. 
Also in 1991 the St. Anthony Feed Mill was pur

chased, located 7 miles north of Ft. Recovery. It is now 
operated as a branch with the 21 employees. 

In 1992, 9-35 ton feed loadout bins were added. 
Other 1992 current information-Sales over 40 mil

lion-Assets over 18 million handling over 5 million 
bushels of corn, while employing 57 fulltime employees 
with 2062 stockholders. 

Managers of the mill have included: 
S.M. Pearson, the first manager, resigning after 

eight months of service. 
Harley E. Brumm, served on year until March 1, 

1921. 
D.E. Mott, served from March 1, 1921 until 1924 

when he died. 
Clarence Whitesell, served from 1924 until March 1, 

1927. 
Floyd A Freemyer, served from March 1, 1927 until 

March 1, 19851. 
Norbert J. Vogel, served from March 1, 1951 until 

March of 1971. 
Virgil Krieg, served as manager from March 1971 

until 1983 and Linus Hart was named co-manager at this 
same time. 

Vic Post served as manager from 1983 to present 
1993. 



Fort Recovery Industries 
In 1895 Edward Koch began making stir

rups in Fort Recovery. Fort Recovery Stirrup 
Company became the world's largest manufac
turer of bent wood stirrups. Large numbers of 
them were produced for the U.S. Cavalry in 
World War I. Following a fire which destroyed 
his original factory, Mr. Koch moved the busi
ness to a former flour mill on Broadway Street. 

The Stirrup Company was purchased by 
George Jetter of Cincinnati when Ed Koch 
retired in 1946. Mr. Jetter moved to Fort 
Recovery and continued manufacturing stir
rups. He soon began making saddle trees, also. 
These are the wood frames upon which the 
saddle is built. The trees required an alu
minum horn to be used in securing the rope 
when ranging cattle. The present metal cast
ing operation was begun when George began to 
cast these horns in the back yard of his home 
on Boundary Street by piping gas from the 
kitchen and using combustion air from his 
wife's vacuum cleaner. 

In 1948, an abandoned church was pur
chased and turned into a foundry. The compa
ny, which by now had changed its name to Fort 
Recovery Industries, Inc., began making brass 
cast, plumbing products. A shed was later 
added to the building when zinc die casting 
was begun. In 1951, the die cast machines 
were moved to the former Reuter Saw Mill 
which was located at the site of Ambassador 
Park. 

A concerete block factory was built on State 
Route 49 north of the Wabash River in 1954. 
The company offices and all manufacturing 
operations, except for the making of stirrups, 
were moved to the new location. These opera
tions included the production of die cast com
ponents for the plumbing, saddlery, and RV 
industries. The brass foundry continued for 
some time but was later phased out. 

Plastic products were added in the late 
1960's when a division of Borg Warner 
Corporation that made containers for chemi
cals was purchased. Additional products, and 
the blow molding machines to manufacture 
them, were added over the years. In 1989, a 
new 40,000 square foot plant was built in 
Portland, Indiana to house the blow molding 
operations. 

The Stirrup Factory was sold in 1972. It 
continued operating for a few years in Fort 
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Recovery and was then moved to Alabama. 
Additions to the site on State Route 49 

increased the size of the plant and offices to 
approximately 95,000 square feet located on 23 
acres of land. The site is now occupied by the 
Hardware Plant and Corporate Headquarters. 

Total employment stands at approximately 
310 employees. With two modern plants and 
strong positions in a number of key processes 
and markets, Fort Recovery Industries stands 
poised for continued future growth. 

£COVERY STIRRUP C9 

I IHr-1 I 
WOOD PRODUCTS-

' I 

Ft. Recovery Stirrup Co. 

Ft. Recovery Industries, Inc. Hardware Plant 

Ft. Recovery Industries, Inc. Portland Plastics 
Plant 



The History Of The Fort Recovery Lumber Company 
The Fort Recovery Lumber Co., Inc. 

was organized on Broadway Street in Fort 
Recovery, Ohio and the franchise was 
incorporated in June, 1915. Louis Moeller, 
who moved to Fort Recovery from Minster, 
Ohio, was President and Manager. He had 
previously managed the Minster Lumber 
Co. for eight years. 

Peter VandenBosch joined the 
Company as Vice President several years 
later and was part owner until 1951. Mr. 
VandenBosch was a Brother-in-law to Mr. 
Moeller. Louis Moeller remained President 
and Manager of the Company until his 
death in June, 1954. 

Mr. Moeller's sons-in-law, Albert Bubp 
and William Knapke, were employed in the 
early 1930's. After the death of Louis 
Moeller, the Presidency was voted to 
William Knapke and Albert Bubp was 
made Secretary/Treasurer. Mr. Bubp died 
in 1968. 

James Bubp and David Bubp, sons of 
Albert Bubp, joined the Company in the 
1960's. Richard Knapke, son of William 
Knapke, joined the Company also. William 
and Richard are both deceased. James and 
David Bubp are the current office holders 
in the Company. 

A fire of unknown origin destroyed the 
Broadway Street building on January 12, 
1949. Only the safe, composed of 24" con
crete walls, and the contents were saved. 
Reconstruction was started shortly after, 
and business resumed. 

Because of a need for expansion, the 
company moved to its present location at 
2550 Wabash Road in 1978. At this site are 
seven storage buildings, a shop, office, and 
large showroom. 

The Fort Recovery Lumber Co. serves a 
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large agricultural community. Mr. Moeller 
started several farmers in the poultry busi
ness in the 1930's. Since that time, the 
poultry business has grown and this area 
is one of the largest poultry producers in 
the country. 

Due to our changing climate, the need 
for environmentally controlled buildings 
arose. Instead of small brooder houses 
which held only 500 turkeys, today's build
ings hold from 6,000 to 18,000 birds. 
Chicken buildings, which once held 1,000 
to 2,000 birds, now hold 125,000 to 175,000 
birds or more. Recently, the Company has 
expanded to include duck buildings. These 
buildings hold 4,000 to 5,000 birds. 

The Company also specializes in pole 
buildings. These utilitarian structures 
include storage buildings of all types and 
machine sheds commonly located on many 
farms. 

Confinement housing has also expand
ed into dairy and hogs. Hogs are now 
raised from farrowing to finish in confine
ment buildings. Dairy has gone from loaf
ing sheds to free-stall buildings. Some 
buildings must pass government inspec
tion and require special materials and 
designs. The Company continually 
researches new product information to 
benefit its customers. 

An increased housing market has 
caused the Company to expand the show
room and to offer individual customer ser
vice. The computer design center cus
tomizes new and remodeled homes to meet 
the needs of home-owners. The staff is 
qualified to give expert advice and service. 

The Fort Recovery Lumber Company is 
proud to be a fourth generation family
owned business. 



A Tradition of Service 

Your friends at the bank. 

~~=: CITIZENS 
- - ___,, COMMERCIAL 

BANK & TRUST COMPANY 

CELINA 
Main Office 

225 N. Main Street 
586-5121 

Summit Street Office 
115 W. Summit Street 

586-6401 

Fayette Street Office 
124 E. Fayette Street 

586-5624 

FORT RECOVERY 
Fort Recovery Office 
220 N. Wayne Street 

375-4125 

CHICKASAW 
Chickasaw Office 

State Route 27 4 
925-4514 

Member F.D.I.C. 

Edward Hosbach II, D.O. 

Edward Hosbach II 

• 

Hello, my name is Edward Hosbach II, D.O. I 
have a family practice in Ft. Recovery. My wife, 
Therese (Kanney) is a Coldwater native. We met 
while I was obtaining a Bachelor's Degree in 
Electrical Engineering at Ohio State University. 
Marriage came while attending the Ohio State 
University College of Osteopathic Medicine; earn
ing my D.O. degree in 1987. I did my internship 
and residency in a family practice at Grandview 
Hospital; Dayton, Ohio. Our first daughter Bethany 
was born just prior to finishing residency and mov-
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ing to Coldwater. Two years later, my second 
daughter, Angela, was born. 

As a fully licensed board certified osteopathic 
physician, I care for the newborn as well as the 
elderly patient. A D.O. puts emphasis on the mus
culoskeletal system, disease, prevention, and treat
ment. 

Osteopathic medicine was founded by Andrew 
Taylor Still in the post civil war era. He was a stu
dent of chemistry, anatomy and physiology. He felt 
the body should be treated as a whole unit. Hence, 
Dr. Still developed a fine art of manipulative thera
py. The first formed classes in the teaching of osteo
pathic medicine in Kirksville, Missouri in 1892. 
Although criticized by his peers, Dr. Still perse
vered. The profession grew forming its own colleges 
and hospitals. In February of 1973, Mississippi 
became the last state to amend as licensing laws to 
grant osteopathic physicians equal rights compared 
to the M.D.'s. 

In addition to prescribing medicines and per
forming surgery, I use manipulation to prevent and 
heal illness. This helps me treat sports injuries as I 
am a team physician for both St. Henry and Ft. 
Recovery teams. Our clinic has lab, x-ray, and 
physical therapy available. 

Thank you for letting me share the history of 
my profession. 



Hemmelgarn's Shoes 
~~ 

The Hemmelgarn Building, November 1992 

HEMMELGARN'S SHOES is presently 
located at 116 North Wayne Street, Fort 
Recovery. HEMMELGARN'S SHOES is a fami
ly shoe store, carrying N aturalizer, Red Wing, 
Sebago, Dexter, Buster Brown, Florsheim, 
Oshkosh, Pony and LaCrosse brands of shoes 
for every member of the family. 

Delores, "Dolly" Hemmelgarn is the owner 
of Hemmelgarn's Shoes; the store has been in 
business since July 1, 1986. Colleen Fortkamp 
is an employee. 

In 1989, HEMMELGARN'S SHOES was 
the 1989 winner in the Sebago Shoes Annual 
''Window of the World" contest. They received a 
$1,500 cash award for their window display, 
using the Sebago Shoes in a nautical setting. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas N. Hemmelgarn 
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Hull Bros. Inc. 

Hull Bros. Inc. is located at 520 East 
Boundary, Fort Recovery, Ohio 45846. Their 
telephone numbers are 419-375-2827 and 419-
375-4162. Fourth generation relatives are now 
operating Hull Bros. Inc. The business was 
first started by John Hull in 1896, selling 
Osborn Farm Equipment. 

In 1906, John Hull and a partner put in a 
total of $750 capital. In 1909, the brick build
ing now occupied by Hoying Cleaners and 
Antique Shop on North Wayne Street, was 
built. 

Today, Richard Hull, his sons-in-law, Paul 
Evans and Roger Hartzell, and Norman Hull, 
Jr. (Buzz) and his sons Bob and Tom Hull oper
ate the business, located at 520 East Boundary 
Street, Fort Recovery. 

Hull Bros. received recognition as being 
one of the oldest International Harvester deal
ers in the country and they have been dealers 
for the Maytag Appliance Company since the 
1920's, making them one of the oldest dealers. 

Hull Bros. sells and services farm equip
ment, lawn and garden equipment, chain saws 
and related items. 



J&M 
Manufacturing Co., Inc. 

J&M 

J & M started business in July of 1960. The own
ers were and still are Jerry and Maurice Grieshop. 
The first year in business there were a total of six 
employees and the gross sales amounted to approxi
mately $100,000.00. 

In 1960, the only product made was a 125 bushel 
gravity flow box. In 1961, J & M added a 6 ton farm 
wagon and a farm elevator. By 1964, sales had grown 
to approximately $500,000.00 and employees num
bered seventeen. 

July 1, 1965, J & M incorporated as J & M Mfg. 
Co. Inc., with Jerry and Maurice Grieshop as 
President and Vice President, respectively, of the cor
poration. 

In 1967, a fertilizer auger was added to the J & M 
line and in 1968 a 7 ton farm wagon was added. In 
1969 J & M came out with a new gravity box that was 
7' wide x 10' long and a 10 ton farm wagon. These two 
items are still among the best selling items. By 1970 
sales had grown to $1,250,000 and employees to 24. 

J & M's newest product is a grain cart. The carts 
have several load capacities: 525 Bu., 750 Bu., and 
875 Bu. These carts feature a built in front folding 
auger that allows the farmer to empty the grain 
quickly into a semi truck for transportation to the 
local grain markets. 

The front folding auger was developed by Maurice 
Grieshop and he procured two U.S. patents for his 
inventions. J & M is currently working on two more 
patents that make J & M products unique. The Carts 
& Wagons are sold to farmers all over Continental 
North America. J & M products can also be found in 
Germany, Fance, Saudi Arabia, and South America. 
The business continues to grow. J & M currently pro
vides employment for 50 men and in 1992 the gross 
sales totaled $7,000,000. 
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Kleinhenz Bros. 
Livestock Inc. 

This photograph is dated prior to 1933 

KLEINHENZ BROS. LIVESTOCK INC. is owned 
by Paul J. Kleinhenz, Ted A. Kleinhenz, and James T. 
Kleinhenz. Their staff includes Paul J. Kleinhenz, Ted 
A. Kleinhenz, James T. Kleinhenz, their father Paul 
V. Kleinhenz, and Max Woebbeking. Their services 
include marketing of livestock throughout Western 
Ohio and Eastern Indiana. 

KLEINHENZ STOCKYARDS was established in 
Fort Recovery in November of 1930. It has been oper
ated at the same location for over sixty years. Early 
managers of the stockyards during the 1930's and 
1940's included Harry Lowry, Beams Gottas, and 
Walter Gagle; through the 1950's and 1960's included 
Harold Staugler, Norb Grube, and Bob Kleinhenz. In 
1966 Paul Kleinhenz, father of the current owners, 
along with his brother Harold Kleinhenz, purchased 
the business and operated it until 1984. On January 
1, 1985, the current owners assumed ownership. 
KLEINHENZ STOCKYARDS is located on Main 
Street, south of Butler Street, Fort Recovery. 



Mays TV 

MAYS TV 
Ft. Recovery 

In 1957, Mays TV started as a part time business 
in the family garage on Third Street, Fort Recovery. 
After the closing of the Kreiders Department Store in 
1973, the business moved into the downtown location, 
112 North Wayne, and still occupies this building 
today. 

The store offers sales and service in Zenith and 
RCA Products and complete installation of antenna 
systems. Commercial Radios became an addition for 
their own business dispatch and sales to the general 
public. Gift items, consisting of Wall and Table Decor 
and Stuffed Animals, are also available in the store. 

Mays TV now deals in sound equipment. Stop in 
and ask Buck about sales, systems to rent or contract 
jobs. 

Buck and Pat Mays want to thank their loyal cus
tomers for the past 35 years and hope to continue to 
serve you for many more. 
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Mercer County 
Electric, Inc. 

Mercer County Electric, Inc. located at 123 
Railroad Street, P.O. Box 549, Ft. Recovery, Ohio is 
celebrating the 20th year of business. 

Started in 1973 under the name of Kaup's 
Electric, the business was family owned and operated 
by Dale and Floyd Kaup. In 1978, they incorporated 
and changed the name to Mercer County Electric, Inc. 
and 2 employees bought into the business, Dan Hein 
and Randy Geier. 

Since the incorporation, the business has grown 
into many different fields. Their service fields are 
mainly agricultural, but they also do commercial, resi
dential and industrial wiring. Some of the ag build
ings they wire are poultry, both chicken starters and 
layers; turkey, both starters and finishing; veal build
ings, all sizes; swine nurseries; breeding and gesta
tion, farrowing and finishing buildings. MCE is also 
this area's only authorized Katolight distributor and 
service station. Katolight is the maker of standby 
power systems. Standby generators are needed to sup
ply electric during any kind of power outage. They 
also employ a service mechanic to work on the engines 
of these units. 

They service and sell phone dialer alarm systems. 
These alarms will call and report an alarm condition 
to the customer when emergencies arise, such as 
power outage, heat build up, low temperature, low 
water pressure, etc. 

They have service men on call 24 hours a day, and 
have radio equipped trucks. 

They have done work in Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, 
Illinois, Arkansas, and California. 

Authorized 
Sales and 
Service 
Center 

Industrial Division 



Gibson Township, Mercer County, Ohio 
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* This page was sponsored by the Gibson Township Trustees, for the convenience of those who wish to tour Gibson 
Township roads, to see the big barns and to appreciate our rural heritage. 

** This map was printed by permission of Spectrum Map Publishing, Inc., 909 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202. 

Gibson Township, Butler Street, Fort Recovery, 
Ohio 
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Left to Right: Joe Keller, Trustee; Art Hemmelgarn, 
Trustee; Bob Meiring, Clerk; and Lavern Bergman, 
Trustee. 



Gregor Stachler's barn, 2928 Fort Recov
ery-Minster Road, Fort Recovery, stands on the 
south side of Fort Recovery-Minster Road, the 
first place west of Township Line Road. In the 
past, the barn was used for livestock (dairy). 

An interior view of Gregor Stachler's barn, 
shows the rafters of the gable roof, as well as 
the framing of the cross beams, with the verti
cal post supporting the purlin beam beneath the 
rafters. (Gregor Staehler photographs) 
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John Griesinger's barn, 23 Fox Road, Fort 
Recovery, was built in the eighteen hundreds. 
In the past, the barn has been used as a dairy 
barn; today, the barn is used for sheep, and hay 
and straw storage. (Andrew Pax photograph) 

Tom Olding's barn, 411 Fox Road, Fort Re
covery, was built by O.E. Denney, around 1900. 
The barn is a gable-roofed, frame, rectangular 
structure with several additions, and a milk 
house from 1950. The Denney family owned the 
barn until 1923, when Dr. Charles Watkins 
bought the farm. After the Fort Recovery 
Lumber Company, with Louie Moeller, got the 
farm in 1927, Peter Olding bought it in 1934. Joe 
Olding bought it in 1942 and Tom Olding bought 
it in 1966. The barn was used for milking cows, 
1945-1952, and raising turkeys, 1950-1980. Today, 
the barn is used for equipment and car storage. 
(Andrew Pax photograph) 



An interior view of Tom Olding's barn, 
shows the cross beam, with inclined purlin posts 
beneath the rafters. The sunlight accents the 
vertical siding. (Andrew Pax photograph) 

Robert Guggenbiller's barn, 2577 Fox Road, 
Fort Recovery, was probably built before the 
Civil War, sometime in the 1850's or 1860's. The 
barn is 65 by 43 foot. Today, the barn has free 
stalls with hay and straw overhead. (Andrew 
Pax photograph) 
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An interior view of Robert Guggenbiller's 
barn shows the main cross beam, with the verti
cal purlin post. Note the width of the boards, 
which the rafters are supporting beneath the 
roof. The mow is stacked full for the winter. 
(Andrew Pax photograph) 

This 1950 photograph shows Robert Guggen
biller's barn before the white siding was added, 
and the doors and windows were covered. Note 
the three windows in the gable end, as well as 
the three braced stable doors, and the two slid
ing doors trimmed with white arches, at 2577 
Fox Road. In the past, the barn has been used 
for a loafing barn, and horse stalls, with a 
threshing floor. Corn fodder was on top. The 
milkhouse and parlor were added in 1960. 



Walter Kramer's barn, 866 Watkins Road, 
Fort Recovery, was built in 1929. Note the steep 
pitch of the gambrel roof, which allows for 
more space in the mow. Additions have been 
made to this red barn. Dairy cows were in the 
barn, 1945-1954; then chickens, (layers), and 
now the barn is used for storage. The original 
barn at this location was destroyed by lightning 
in 1924. A Fordson tractor was lost in the fire. 
Lawrence Painter was living at this place at 
that time. 

Anna Marie Diller's barn, 811 Mercer
Darke County Line Road, Fort Recovery, has 
been used for dairy, milking, cattle, hay and 
straw storage. (Andrew Pax photograph) 
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The huge hand hewn beams and posts are 
evident in this photograph of the interior of 
Anna Marie Diller's barn. The center track to 
carry the pulley, hay fork, and sling can still be 
seen. The sunlight frames the vertical exterior 
siding of the barn. (Andrew Pax photograph) 

Clarence Weitzel's barn, 2687 Mercer-Darke 
County Road, Fort Recovery, was built almost 
a century ago, in 1896. This bank barn has been 
resided; however, the stone foundation with 
windows intact, can still be seen. Over the 
years, the barn has been used for milk cows, 
calves, hay and straw, and farm machinery. 
Today, this big, old barn is being used to store 
hay and straw, as well as farm machinery. (An
drew Pax photograph) 



Dave Alig purchased this place from Don 
and Linda Lennartz in 1992, at 104 Ohio-Indiana 
Line Road, Fort Recovery. Lennartz had put on 
the addition to the barn in 1983. In the past, Old
ings raised broilers in the upper part of the 
barn; the lower part was used for equipment 
storage, and shop for repair. (Andrew Pax 
photograph) 

Gary and Don Post's barn, 288 Lowry Road, 
Fort Recovery, was built about fifty years ago, 
at the Jack and Carol Good residence, about a 
half mile east of its present location. It was 
moved to this location by Merkle Movers on 
November 2, 1988. Today, the barn is used for 
dry cow and heifer barn. (Andrew Pax photo
graph) 
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Walter and Kathryn Bergman's barn is lo
cated at 1155 Benner Road, Fort Recovery. Wal
ter wrote the following story about this barn: "I 
began to build the barn in the spring of 1962. I 
had an old barn, and I moved it onto the new 
foundation. I then laid new block on the founda
tion. After all of the new block was laid, I bolted 
the old barn onto the new block. I worked on it 
every night because I drove a milk truck during 
the day. I would use flood lights at night. Then 
one night when I was done working I unplugged 
all of the flood lights. But I left one of the hot 
flood lights too close to the straw and started 
the old barn on fire and burnt it off the new 
block. Most of the block being good, I ordered 
new round rafters from Fort Recovery Lumber 
Yard which came out of Fort Wayne, Indiana. I 
then hired Marion Shauver to put the round roof 
on the block. He worked during the day and I 
worked during the night, putting the new roof 
on the barn. Then I worked putting on the new 
hay loft. I finished the barn during the winter. 
I put the horses in the barn so they could get out 
of the bad weather. At one time the barn held 27 
horses. In this barn history was made. I was the 
first one in the State of Ohio, who ever had a 
mare bred artificially using frozen semen. The 
mare had a filly colt. These are words of an 
honest horse trader." (Andrew Pax photo
graph) 

Ralph Wuebker's barn, 188 Union City 
Road, Fort Recovery, was built in 1912 by Perry 
Potter. The barn was used for cows, hogs, hay, 
straw, and grain. (Andrew Pax photograph) 



This interior view of Ralph Wuebker's barn, 
shows the posts and cross beam, as well as the 
vertical posts which support the purlin. 
Diagonal supports are mortised into the posts, 
and wooden pinned, for additional support. The 
gambrel roof allows for increased mow space. 
One can see the ladder steps added to the purlin 
post, for the farmer to reach the top of the mow. 
(Andrew Pax photograph) 

Two support logs, one partially sawed to 
make a flat side, are on the floor of Ralph 
Wuebker's barn. The logs may have been used 
as support beneath the mow floor; some call 
such logs 'stringers.' (Andrew Pax photograph) 
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This barn stood at the south edge of Fort 
Recovery, at the Luther and Marie Brumm 
place, 302 East Wiggs Street. The barn was a 
typical English, three bay barn. Three milk 
cows were housed on the north side; a double 
stable door provided entry. A drive way was in 
the center of the barn. The right side was used 
for storage, or animals. The mow was across 
the entire barn. This barn was built in the 
1890's, when a Mr. Landis owned the property. 
[Marilyn (Brumm) Acheson Photograph] 

The red barn at the Brumm property, 302 
East Wiggs Street, Fort Recovery, was torn 
down in 1965. The framework shows the struc
ture of the barn. The old basketball board was 
still hanging on the wall. [Marilyn (Brumm) 
Acheson Photograph] 



The old well pump is still standing at the 
Luther and Marie Brumm property, 302 East 
Wiggs, Fort Recovery. [Lorna (Alig) Teeter 
Photograph] 

This is Luther Brumm's Great Great 
Grandfather's home, originally belonging to 
Peter and Salome Brumm, who came to 
America with eleven of thirteen children about 
1847. Their son Frederick settled in Jay Co., In
diana, as did his son William, as did his son 
Harley, the father of Luther Brumm. Louise 
Brumm remained at the homeplace where her 
descendent Erna Leyendecker lives today at 25 
Rue Principale, Petersbach, France 67290. This 
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1989 photograph of the French home, shows 
Brenda Alig standing in the doorway; she is 
Luther and Marie Brumm's granddaughter. 
Note how the house and the barn are connected, 
as were many barns of our European ancestors. 
The barn's siding is weathered, the house and 
barn have a red tile roof. Many people try to tell 
the similarities and/or differences of European 
barns with Mercer County barns, but the sep._ 
aration of the two buildings is the most obvious 
change in America. 

At Petersbach, France, Erna Leyen
decker's daughter Christine lives at her great 
grandmother's homeplace; this barn is dated 
1722. See the next photograph for a closer view. 



This is a closer view of Christine Leyen
decker' s barn; a blacksmith has the date 1722 
on the door. The upper story shows the half tim
bering with wood and stone. This type of ar
chitecture is not found in Mercer County, Ohio 
barns. (Some Mercer County homes imitate this 
half timbering, with exposed timbers and 
stucco, but they certainly do not use the stones 
between the timbers, as does this barn in 
France.) 

Vernon Eichenauer's barn, 231 State Route 
49, was built about a century ago, possibly by a 
man named Lowery. The barn was probably 
used as a typical barn, cattle, hay, etc. Today, 
they use the barn to fatten beef cattle. (Andrew 
Pax photograph) 
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A closer look at Vernon Eichenauer's barn 
shows the marks where the post and beam were 
hand hewn, with the diagonal supports being 
mortised into the post and beam and then 
wooden pinned. The log stringers, being flat on 
top and bottom, still with bark on the sides, sup
port the floor above it. (Andrew Pax photo
graph) 

An exterior loading dock stands to the wall 
of the barn, under the night light, of Vernon 
Eichenauer's barn. (Andrew Pax photograph) 



Mark Vogel's barn, 831 State Route 49, Fort 
Recovery, is one of the lc}st barns in Mercer 
County, which still has the forebay, or over
hang, in the back of the barn. This barn is used 
for dairy, (young heifers). (Andrew Pax photo
graph) 

A rear view of Mark Vogel's barn shows the 
forebay still open; the doors from the threshing 
floor open directly over the feed lot. This 
forebay also protects the animals in inclement 
weather. This type bank barn with the forebay 
has been called a German bank barn, a 
Pennsylvania Dutch barn, and/or a Schweizer 
barn. An unsupported forebay is a truly rare 
barn to find in Mercer County today. (Andrew 
Pax photograph) 
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An interior view of Mark Vogel's barn is 
taken across the width of the barn. This barn is 
also unique in its framing because of the size 
and inclination of the purlin supporting posts. 
The posts, beams, and their supports are mor
tise and tenon. This place formerly was the 
Mott farm. (Andrew Pax photograph) 

John Guggenbiller's barn, 1111 Township 
Line Road, Saint Henry, was built in 1900. The 
barn was used for milking cows in the stable, 
grain storage, straw and hay storage, and far
rowing sows. Today, the barn is used as a hold
ing pen for cows, feeding baby calves, and for 
straw storage. 

John Guggenbiller's barn is one of three in 
the county which the editor saw, which has a 
boxed hay hood. The purpose of this overhead is 
for a hay fork which was used to pull hay and 
straw into the back of the barn; it was used as 
late as approximately 1965. (Andrew Pax photo
graph) 



Abraham Mott, Sr., bought this farm in 
1835. Abraham Mott built a big square log barn 
on this farm; the log barn had the corners all 
notched out. The next barn was built by A
braham Mott, Jr., in the 1870's; this is the pres
ent bank barn, 831 State Route 49. This barn 
was a strong barn, and had big stones at the 
corners to support the barn. The barn had to be 
strong because it had four bins enclosed, each 
bin holding 200 bushels. Marvin remembers 
when they would put the wheat in the barn and 
later in the season they used a separator to 
thresh and blow the straw out the back door to 
a straw stack. Marvin said they then sacked the 
grain and dumped the grain in the bins. They 
later joined a threshing ring. The original bank 
barn had a bridge between the bank and the 
barn; Delphos E. Mott, Abraham Jr.'s son, 
filled in the space between the bank and the 
barn. The original roof was made of wood 
shingles. Marvin remembers he was very young 
when they put on the standing seam metal roof, 
over the wood shingle roof. There had been a 
cupola on top of the barn, for air circulation, 
but they removed it when they put on the metal 
roof. One can still see underneath the roof, 
where the cupola was located. The overhang 
(forebay) in the back of the barn made a nice 
place for the cattle in the winter. They could be 
under this overhang and be protected from the 
wind, and would receive the warmth of the 
southern sun. One of the big rocks which had 
been removed to the woods, when the new foun
dation was put under the barn, is now placed in 
front of Marvin Mott's place in Fort Recovery. 
Marvin put a plaque on this big rock, showing 
the date 1835, (when the Mott family bought the 
farm) and 1990 (when the Mott family sold the 
farm to Mark Vogel). When asked whatever 
happened to the old log barn, Marvin told how 
he and his brother Vernon tore down the old log 
barn and used it for fire wood. Mark Vogel owns 
this beautiful barn today; Mr. and Mrs. Marvin 
Mott moved to 303 North Elm, Fort Recovery. 
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Marvin Mott and his daughter Linda, in 
1939, at the homeplace at 831 State Route 49, 
which is Mark Vogel's place today .. The straw 
stack can be seen in back of the forebay of the 
barn; the door to the threshing floor is standing 
open. 

In 1991, this was the Mildred M. Staehler 
barn, 1333 Sharpsburg Road, Fort Recovery. 
This barn is built on a slight rise, which makes 
a slight bank up to the double doors. The barn, 
being built in 1898, still has the original slate 
roof; the foundation was rebuilt in 1977 and 
1979. The barn has been used for cow and 
horses, and hogs in the bottom part; the ground 
level stored grain and hay and machinery. (An
drew Pax photograph) 



An interior view of the Staehler barn at 1333 
Sharpsburg Road, shows the height of the posts 
supporting the purlin plate beneath the rafters 
of the barn. The sunlight outlines the vertical 
siding on the end of the barn. This symmetrical 
photograph was accomplished by professional 
photographer Andrew Pax. 

The old hay rope and pulley still hang in the 
Staehler barn. (Andrew Pax photograph) 
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This barn was on the farm of John H. Staeh
ler, who owned it from 1904-1960; then it was 
under the ownership of Lawrence Staehler until 
1982, when it was sold to Thomas Tobe. The 
barn burned down in 1988. The house was built 
of brick and was bulldozed down. It is all farm
land now. 

David Breymaier's barn, 1394 Sharpsburg 
Road, Fort Recovery, was built in 1935 by Nor
bert Schmitz and his father. Over the years, the 
barn was used as a stock barn (cattle, sheep, 
hogs, horses, chickens) and to store hay, straw, 
and farm tools. Today, the barn is used for cat
tle, hay, straw, and farm tools. (Andrew Pax 
photograph) 

An interior view of the David Breymaier's 
barn, 1394 Sharpsburg Road, shows the interior 
framing. Note how the horizontal cross beam 
supports the vertical posts, to support the purlin 
plate which supports the rafters of the roof. The 
sunbeam highlights the bales in the mow. (An
drew Pax Photograph) 



This aerial view of Norma Stammen's 
farm, 2038 Sharpsburg Road, Fort Recovery 
not only shows the barn, which was built in 1918

1 

but also the other buildings on the farm. Whit~ 
arches trim the sliding doors on the barn and 
hog barn. A lone window is at the peak df the 
gambrel roof, just beneath a white triangle 
trim. In the past, the barn has been used for 
dairy; today it is used for steers. 

On the exterior, Steve and Dorothy 
(Brunswick) Knapke's barn, 2355 Sharpsburg 
Road, Fort Recovery, looks like most other 
barns in the area. But this barn has a heritage 
like few other barns. For twenty years 1868-
1888, the original part of this barn was u~ed as 
the St. Paul ~hurch at Sharpsburg. In 1868, the 
St. Paul Parish members cut the trees for this 
church, and hauled them by oxen to Saint 
Henry, to be sawed into boards for the sides of 
the church. The members split their own shin
gles for the roof. This church faced Meiring 
Road, and was located near the site of the pre
sent _(1991) rectory. The ch~ch measured thirty 
feet 1;Il len~h by forty feet m width and twenty 
feet m height. In 1888 St. Paul Parish built a 
new church; in 1890 Father Russ applied for 
permission to tear down the old frame church 
but it was sold to Bernard Brunswick to b~ 
us~d as a resid~nce a number of years' before 
bemg moved to its present location as a barn on 
the farm of Mark Brunswick. (This information 
can be found in the History of St. Paul Church.) 
Today, this barn is owned by Mark Brunswick's 
daughter and her husband, Steve and Dorothy 
(Brunswick) Knapke. (Andrew Pax Photo
graph) 
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An interior view of the Steve Knapke barn 
immediately identifies this barn as a one-of-a
kind barn in Mercer County. The horizontal 
hand hewn cross beams is like cross beams in 
other barns. The pair of vertical posts is more 
to the center than other barns; these vertical 
posts of the bent support the purlin plate 
beams, which are also closer to the ridge of the 
roof, than the purlins of other barns. The 
diagonal supports between the outside edge of 
the cross beam to the almost top of the vertical 
post, is hand hewn, almost with the same di
mensions as the post and beam; the editor has 
n~t seen ~mother barn in the county, with this 
size of diagonal support beam, coming from 
under the eaves to almost the top of the vertical 
post in the bent. Dorothy (Brunswick) Knapke's 
sister, Marilyn (Brunswick) Bubp remembers 
the circular stairway, that was later taken out 
of the barn. Dorothy tells that the barn swal
lows nest only in the part of the barn which was 
the church. Thus, this frame would be one of the 
few remaining examples of early church ar
chitecture in Mercer County. For the serious 
student of barns, a barnologist, this architec
ture will remind the student of the tithe barns 
that dominated the ecclesiastical community in 
England prior to the dissolution of the monas
teries under Henry VIII. This barn will also re
mind _the student of the other European barns, 
especially Germany, for the strength and size of 
the framing of the structure. The early German 
settlers of Sharpsburg took pride in their church 
and built it strong, to last. (Andrew Pax Photo
graph) 



A corner view of the bent in the Steve 
Knapke barn. (Andrew Pax Photograph). 

John Weitzel and his father built this barn 
about 1910, which barn belongs to Joseph P. 
Weitzel, 2810 Sharpsburg Road, Fort Recovery, 
today. In the past, the barn was used for horses, 
cows, and hay. Today, the barn is used for bales 
of straw and ·hay. This gable roofed barn, has 
the double doors to the center, with one small 
sliding door to the side, with a shed roofed addi
tion to the end of the barn. (Andrew Pax Photo
graph) 
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Fire not only destroyed the old barn (struck 
by lightning) in 1920 or 1921, but fire also des
troyed the farm house in 1916. Vincent Heuker 
built a new barn in 1920 or 1921, after the old 
one burned down, on the place owned today by 
Rick Homan, 1815 Burrville Road, Fort Recov
ery. In the past, the barn housed horses and 
cows, a grainery, and hay and straw. In the 
1950's and 1960's, the barn was used as a dairy 
and milking parlor. Today, this barn is used as 
a hay barn, and for dairy heifers. (Andrew Pax 
photograph) 

Anna Garke's barn, 1480 Wourms Road, 
Fort Recovery, was built in the late 1800's by 
Charles Coughlin. In the past, the barn was 
used for dairy cows and horses. Four lightning 
rods stand on the ridge of the metal roof. New 
siding has been added to the barn. Today, the 
barn is used for storage. (Craig Alig Photo
graph) 



Charles Post's barn, 255 Meiring Road, Fort 
Recovery, was built over a hundred years ago, 
in 1880, by Joseph Timmerman. The broad bank 
leads to the large double sliding doors. A smal
ler door is cut into the larger door; this smaller 
door within a door is sometimes called 'le petit 
guichet,' or the 'eye of a needle.' There is also 
a bridge between the bank and barn, which is 
not often found on many Mercer County barns. 
In the past, the barn was used for livestock; 
today, it is used for dairy heifers. 

Tom Meiring's barn, 402 Meiring Road, 
Fort Recovery, shows the additions made, for 
shelter for cattle. The two silos are in contrast 
with the old photographs of this place. (Andrew 
Pax photograph) 
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Andrew Pax, photographer, caught this in
teresting view on one entry to the barn, with a 
larger arch outlining the building, with a smal
ler arch on the sliding door, next to the ribbon 
of three windows. A smaller arch to the side be
neath the shed-roofed addition, has another 
entry for the barn. 

The oldest photograph, dated 1890, shows 
Tom Meiring's farm, 402 Meiring Road. Three 
ventilators top the barn. A silo stands next to 
the old barn. The windpump, or windmill, can 
be seen between the brick home and the barn. 
Notice the rail fence in the foreground at the 
snow line. 



The photograph dated 1950 shows the old 
barn, with two ventilators, and white arches 
painted on the doors. The windpump or 
windmill is still standing in 1950 at Tom Meir
ing's place, 402 Meiring Road. This barn was 
built in 1870 by Wilhelm Meiring. The roof was 
rebuilt in 1945. The barn has been used for live
stock, grain and fodder; today, it is used for 
cattle feeding. 

Les Kaiser's barn, 720 Meiring Road; was 
used for dairy cows in the past. Today, this 
barn, with the weather vane at the gable peak is 
used for steers. (Andrew Pax photograph) 

419 

Les Kaiser's barn, with a symmetrical view 
by Photographer Andrew Pax, shows the cross 
beams and posts. At the opposite end of the 
barn, the cross beams are lower than many of 
the area barns; the cross beam, instead of 
being placed at the eaves, it is placed much 
lower, about a third of the way down on the out
side post. The vertical posts supporting the pur
lin plate are set to the right or left of the posts 
supporting the cross beams. The end frame is 
also like this. This framing is unique to the 
area. 

James Sutter's barn, 241 Township Line 
Road, Fort Recovery, was built in 1904. This red 
barn is trimmed in white. The double doors are 
trimmed in white, and have triangles painted in 
the top corners; one of the double doors also has 
a smaller door trimmed in white, known as a 
guichet, or a door within a door. A white 
triangle trims the gable end, and surrounds the 
small window in the gable peak. Three small 
openings are cut across the gable end; are 
these for pigeons? In the past, this barn has 
been used for livestock (dairy cows), and hay 
and straw storage. Today, the barn is only used 
for hay and straw storage. 
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* This page was sponsored by the Granville Township Trustees, for the convenience of those who wish to tour Granville 
Township roads, to see the big barns and to appreciate our rural heritage. 

** This map was printed by permission of Spectrum Map Publishing, Inc., 909 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202. 

Granville Township House, 141 South Walnut, St. 
Henry, Ohio 
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Granville Township Trustee Donald Hummel; 
Trustee Mark Kremer; Clerk John Dippold; Trustee 
Dennis Schwieterman. In the background stand the 
International Truck and the Ford Truck, both with 
snowplows. 



Henry A. Langenkamp's barn, 829 St. Rt. 
118, St. Henry, was built around 1904. The barn 
has been used for grain-livestock operation. 
Following the ownership of this land, Bernard 
Romer Jr., bought the place December 30, 1905; 
Frank Romer, January 30, 1914; Julius Rose, 
April 12, 1927; Henry Langenkamp, February 7, 
1944; Richard Langenkamp, January 24, 1949; 
and Henry A. Langenkamp, November 4, 1991. 

Werner and Joann Holdheide's barn, 4150 
Carthagena Road, Saint Henry, was built be
tween 1910 and 1930. In the past, the barn was 
used to raise cows and to milk cows. In 1990, the 
barn was remodeled, and the stanchions and 
mangers were taken out. This was done so that 
they could raise more hogs in the barn. 
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Victor Moeder's barn, 2811 Burkettsville
Saint Henry Road, Saint Henry, was built in 
1919. In the past, the barn was used for horse 
stables on the east part, and cows on the west 
part, with wheat and oats storage. Today, the 
barn is used for beef cattle, and hay and straw. 

Ray and Betty Brunswick bought this farm, 
2566 Burkettsville-Saint Henry Road, Saint. 
Henry, in 1941 from Henry Osterholt. The barn 
was built, probably around 1915, when Ed 
Goecke family lived here. Ray Brunswick did 
mostly grain farming and had a few cows. He 
also worked at various factories, and retired 
from New Idea in 1971. The red barn has its 
doors trimmed with white arches. Lightning 
rods stand across the ridge of the roof. 



' \ 

This barn was built about 1915, on the 
Frank Bruns farm, on Kremer Hoying Road, in 
the Corporation of St. Henry. In former years, 
the grain was cut by a binder and hauled into 
the barn and then threshed. The straw was 
blown into the mow for winter storage. Mr. 
Bruns passed away about forty five years ago. 
The barn is presently owned by Frank Bruns' 
daughter, Marie Bruns. 

This view of the Frank Bruns barn shows 
the double doors open. The double doors on both 
sides of the barn would have been open during 
threshing, because they wanted the wind blow
ing through the barn. 
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This interior view of the Frank Bruns barn 
shows the stables are still in the barn. The barn 
contained horse stables, cow stables, and had a 
large hay mow, and a place for straw for bed
ding. On the exterior view of Frank Bruns barn, 
the outside stable doors are visible; the three 
windows in the gable end, above the stable 
doors, give light to the interior. 

An interior view of the Frank Bruns barn 
shows the grain bins, as well as the hugh posts 
and beams which support the mow, as well as 
the barn. The barn's several grain bins stored 
wheat and oats for feeding and seeding. (Bruns 
barn photographs by Donald Hummel.) 



This barn at 3949 State Route 119, Saint 
Henry, belonged to the late Bernard and Marie 
Hummel; today, the barn belongs to their son 
Don's son, Pat Hummel. The barn was built by 
Henry Stahl in the early nineteen hundreds; 
later, he built a house and the other buildings. 
This is a strong, well-built barn. Some people 
call the roof a hip-roofed barn, and others call 
the roof a gambrel roof; either way, the pur
pose of this style roof is to allow for more stor
age of hay and straw. The barn contained four 
horse stables and stable room for fifteen or 
twenty cattle. A grain bin was also built in. This 
barn is unusual because it contains a cistern, to 
use when water was needed for the animals 
kept in the barn; this was especially nice in the 
winter months, to water the horses and cattle. 
(Editor's note: This barn and Nora Moeder's 
barn to the west of this place, both have these 
cisterns in the barn.) 

A view of the barn from the east side of the 
Hummel barn, shows the double doors, with a 
small window on either side. An addition was 
made on the north side of the barn. (Donald 
Hummel photographs.) 
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Paul and Nancy Broering's barn, 3920 St. 
Rt. 119, St. Henry, was built in 1956, when Al 
and Bernie Homan owned the farm. Raymond 
Staehler and Sons Construction were hired to 
build the barn. Much of the lumber came from 
the woods which were part of the farm. It was 
designed by Hoge Lumber Company. 

This view of the Paul Broering barn shows 
the round roof lines; some people call this roof 
a gothic roof and others call it a rainbow roof. 
This type roof allows for more space in the 
mow. Some use the term 'ski-jump' for the way 
the bottom of the roof flairs out. One shed
roofed dormer is on the north side. 



This view of the Broering barn, not only 
shows the structure of the roof as the barn was 
being built in 1956, but also shows the old barn 
in the background. 

This is the old log barn, which stood on the 
Broering farm, when Al and Bernie Homan 
owned the farm. This original barn was a log 
barn and was built in the late eighteen hundreds 
when Wesley Meinerding owned the farm. 
Roger Schmit, a young man from Saint Henry, 
was hired to tear down the old barn, after the 
new one was finished. 
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This gable-roofed barn belongs to Ray 
Puthoff, 3856 State Route 119, Saint Henry. Ray 
purchased this place in 1960. 

Eleanora Moeder's barn, 3799 St. Rt. 119, St. 
Henry, ws built sometime after Eleanora was 
born in 1893, and before their house was built in 
1909. The entire barn had a wooden floor, which 
included the threshing floor. The mow was 
packed full of straw, over the cow stable, when 
they were threshing. There was a cistern under 
the floor, near the horses. It was easy to water 
the young calves when the weather was bad. 
(Editor's note: Bernard Hummel's barn, to the 
east of this place, also had a cistern inside the 
barn.) This barn was built for Joseph and 
Adelheit Moeder, by a carpenter named 
Losekamp. In the carriage are Emma 
(Uhlenhake) Moeder (John's wife), and 
Adelheit (Haubert) Moeder, (Eleanora's Mom). 
Standing are John Moeder (Eleanora's 
brother), Joseph Moeder (Eleanora's Pop), 
Eleanora Moeder, Mary Moeder (her sister), 
Albert Moeder (her cousin and Priscilla's 
brother), Aloys Moeder (her brother) and 
Matilda Moeder (Tillie-her sister). The horses 
are Harry, Fan, Brauny, Dick, Nell, Sam, Bill, 
Mabel, Birt, Prince, and Jim. At this writing, 
Eleanora was 98 years old and still living on her 
own, in April 1991. 



An end view of Eleanora Moeder's barn, 
which shows the five stable doors. Three win
dows are placed in the triangular configuration 
in the gable end, for light to the interior. The 
corners and roofline are outlined in white. (Aug
gie Jutte's photograph, which states "Grandpa 
Joseph Moeder's barn" on the back of the 
photograph.) 

This aerial view of Martin Lefeld's farm, 
3651 State Route 119, Saint Henry, shows the 
barn as well as the other buildings. The barn 
was built in the early 1900's by the Wessel fam
ily. The frame of this barn has solid hickory 
beams, which were made with a broad ax. The 
frame is wooden pinned together. The barn has 
always been used to house livestock, and to 
store hay and grain. 
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When the editor was out taking photographs 
of barns in October, 1991, she saw this rural 
harvest scene, at the Martin Lefeld home. The 
cat was softly swishing his tail, and waiting for 
Halloween. 

Charles Moeder's barn, 3579 State Route 
119, Saint Henry, was built in 1925. In the past, 
the barn was used for dairy cows, hogs, hay, 
straw, wheat, and oats. Today, the barn is used 
for hay and straw and feeder cattle. This red 
barn, with the gable roof, has three windows in 
the triangular configuration in the gable end. 
The red barn is trimmed in white. This winter 
scene shows the January sun casting a shadow 
across the corn crib. This barn replaced the one 
that burned down, as relatives and neighbors 
were threshing wheat. The threshing machine 
was powered by a steam engine which threw 
sparks into or on the barn, setting it afire. 



This big barn stands at 3564 State Route 119 
and belongs to Donald B. Unrast, 4827 State 
Route 119, Saint Henry. The barn has been used 
for dairy and hogs. The October sun is casting a 
shadow on the two boys; see the next photo
graph for a close-up. 

Jerry and Kathy Unrast's two boys, Steven 
and Jason, are seated on the top of half of an 
old high wheel wagon frame, next to the barn. 
The boys look like they are having a good time. 
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Donald B. Unrast's barn stands at 4827 
State Route 119, Saint Henry. The barn is used 
for dairy. 

Ben Uhlenhake and carpenters built this 
barn at Donald Unrast's farm, in the early 
1900's. The barn was used for livestock. This 
photograph shows the barn before anything was 
done to it. Notice the configuration of the three 
small windows in the gable end. 



This view of Donald Unrast's barn shows 
the Stachlers, of Ray Staehler Construction, 
working on the barn. 

This red barn, with white trim, belongs to 
Eugene Lange, 3356 State Route 119, Saint 
Henry. The barn was built in 1916 by Henry 
Lange. In the past, the barn was used for a 
dairy herd. Today, the barn is used as a dairy 
heifer barn. The three small rectangular win
dows, two in the wall, and one in the small door, 
are unique. In the foreground, the golden pears 
are among the autumn leaves. In the back
ground, one can see quite a distance, which in
dicates that this farm is on high ground. 
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Tom and Barb Schlarman, 3164 State Route 
119, Saint Henry, have this big bank barn. The 
barn is used to house cows and to store straw 
and hay. One can enter the bottom floor through 
the door on the side, while the tractor can still 
drive the big equipment up the bank to the main 
floor. 

Wilbert Reier's barn, 3155 State Route 119, 
Saint Henry, was built in 1890. The barn was 
used for hay and livestock in the past and is 
used for storage today. This neat barn is 
painted white, with the black gable roof. All is 
quiet on this autumn day; even the boat is rest
ing next to the barn. 



Ralph Schmitt's barn, 3055 State Route 119, 
Saint Henry, was built in the year of 1875 by 
Frank Schmitt. The barn was used for five 
horses and ten cows, as well as hay storage and 
corn and grain. Now the barn is used for hay 
and ten steers. The red barn has its double 
doors outlined in white. Three windows in the 
gable end permit light to the interior.. Four 
lightning rods stand on the ridge of the roof. 
The American flag in the foreground is blowing 
in the wind on this beautiful fall day. 

Marvin C. Homan's barn stands at 5175 
State Route 119, Saint Henry. The gable-roofed 
barn was built in the early 1900's, and was used 
for horses, grain, hay, and machinery storage. 
Today, the barn has a dairy parlor, calves, and 
hay storage. 
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This old barn was built in 1890, and stands 
at 5341 State Route 119, Saint Henry. The barn 
was used for grain storage, threshed wheat, 
livestock and horses. Today, the barn is used 
for hay storage and straw, and cattle loafing. 
The barn is owned by Jim Leistenschneider, 
5341 State Route 119, Saint Henry. The red barn 
has the white triangle trim at the top corner of 
the double doors, and has the three windows in 
triangular configuration in the gable end wall. 

Luke Broering's barn, 5570 State Route 119, 
Saint Henry, was built in the late 1800's. The 
barn had horses, cows, and calves. The thres~
ing floor was in the center. Today, the barn 1s 
used for free stalls for cows and the hay mow. 
(November 1967 photograph) 



This June 1966 photograph shows work in 
progress at the Luke Broering barn. 

This is an old photograph of the Luke Broer
ing barn. The barn was reroofed three times. 
The original roof had wooden shingles; then, it 
was reroofed with asphalt shingles. Then, they 
stripped it and put metal on the roof. 
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This 1956 aerial view of Ivo J. Goettemoel
ler's farm, 3821 Lange Road, Saint Henry, 
shows how the barn looked in the past. The 
bank goes up to the main floor of the barn. The 
barn was probably built in the early 1900's. The 
barn housed dairy head, stored feed and bed
ding, and stored the wagon, etc., in the center. 

Ivo Goettemoeller's barn was hit by a tor
nado in 1960. The roof was twisted off and 
strewn about the barnyard. The top part was re
built. 



A closer view of the Ivo Goettemoeller barn 
after it was hit by the tornado in 1960. Note, the 
roof is gone, but the beam called the purlin ex
tends to where it was overlapped with the rest 
of the purlin plate which is gone. The bent at the 
double door still has the beams and posts in 
place, with the bales sitting untouched by the 
tornado. 

Ivo Goettemoeller's barn suffered another 
disast_er, when fire damaged the top part of the 
barn m 1963. The barn was rebuilt as it was in 
1960. (May 1983 photograph) Today, the barn is 
used for calves, and stores feed and bedding, 
and is a return of cows to the lot. 
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This barn and eighty acres were purchased 
by Joseph J. Nieport in 1991, from St. Henry 
Church, who had inherited it from Rose Lange. 
Rose Lange's father was Frank Lange, Sr., who 
was the owner approximately fifty years ago. 
Joe Nieport has farmed this place as a tenant 
for fifty-five years. In the past, the barn was 
used to raise sheep, and storage of hay and 
straw. Today, the barn is used for machinery 
storage. This gable roofed barn has a square 
window in each of the double doors. The barn 
stands on the north side of Lange Road, east of 
Post Road and West of Burkettsville-St. Henry 
Road. 

Bert Tobe's barn, 3555 Watkins Road, Fort 
Recovery, was built in 1903. The barn has been 
used for livestock and horses, and hay and 
straw storage. 



Henry and Francis Lange built this barn in 
1898; they used the barn for threshing, milk 
cows, horses, and storage of hay, straw, wheat, 
and oats. Today, the barn is used for beef cat
tle, hay, straw, and grain storage. The aerial 
view of the farm, not only shows the big, old 
barn, but also the arrangement of the outbuild
ings behind the house. The barn is located at 
3694 Lange Road, St. Henry. The fourth genera
tion Langes are now using the barn, which was 
built by Henry and Frances (Drahman) Lange. 
Henry 0. Lange (1894-1981) remembered the 
barn being built when he was too young to help. 
It had a wooden threshing floor and housed 
horses and a milk cow herd. The top floor had 
a hay fork and track going the full length of the 
barn. Loose hay, straw, wheat, and oats were 
stored in the barn. At that time, it was painted 
red. In the 1970's, after a stroke, Alfred Lange 
remodeled the barn. It was jacked up on 
blocks; the old stone foundation removed in sev
eral sections, and a concrete foundation and 
floor were put in. Tan steel siding was added. 
Steel beams for extra strength in the mows 
were added, for baled hay and straw. Shelled 
corn and oats are stored in the granary. Calves 
and steers are raised in the barn now. Alfred 
and Betty Lange have owned the farm from 
1964 to the present; Nick and Beth Lange are 
the operators. 

This aerial view of Gene Guggenbiller's 
farm, 3041 Fox Road, Saint Henry, was taken in 
June 1973. 
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The Guggenbiller farm, 3041 Fox Road, 
shows Henry Guggenbiller driving the horses; 
they are shredding corn. Eugene's father, 
Henry Guggenbiller had this farm, his father 
John Guggenbiller built the barn. A tornado 
took the barn May 1, 1949. 

Henry Guggenbiller rebuilt the barn in the 
summer of 1949. This view shows them raising 
the purlin plate. 

They are putting the rafters on Henry 
Guggenbiller's barn. 



The barn was completed from the time of 
the tornado May 1, until they put hay in the 
barn the 26th of June, 1949. 

Friends, neighbors, and relatives were tak
ing a break, from building Henry Guggenbil
ler's barn. 

Henry Guggenbiller's uncle had a threshing 
machine. 
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An aerial view, about 1952-53, when Henry 
quit farming this farm and Eugene took over. 

Gene Guggenbiller's barn, 3041 Fox Road, 
Saint Henry, in October 1991. 

This aerial view of Roger Brunswick's 
farm, 3318 Fox Road, St. Henry, was taken in 
1954. The barn was built in 1896 by Henry 
Brunswick and was used for raising horses, 
cows, hogs and chickens. Today, the barn is 
used for dairy cows. The barn has been in the 
Brunswick family for three generations. The 
first owner Henry Brunswick sold to his son 
Joseph Brunswick, who sold it to his son Roger 
Brunswick. 



This photograph of Roger Brunswick's 
barn, was taken in 1948-49. The date 1896 can be 
seen on the gable end wall. White arches grace 
the doors. Joseph Brunswick's three children, 
Leon, Kenny, and Annie, are playing in the 
snow. 

Viola M. Walters' barn, 4162 Watkins Road, 
Burkettsville, Ohio 45846, was built in 1897, by 
her father J.T. Wildenhaus. The barn was used 
for cattle, work horses, hay and a granary. 
Today, the barn is used for storage of farm 
equipment. The red barn stands today, without 
additions, as many barns have had. One can 
still see the stable doors in the end wall. 
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Henry F. Kunkler Jr. 4443 Watkins Road, 
Fort Recovery, owns this barn, which was built 
in 1911 by Frank Lochtefeld. The barn was used 
for mules and cows, as well as to store hay and 
straw, wheat and oats. 

This photograph of the barn which was built 
by Frank: Loclitefeld, shows the barn in March 
1965. Today, the barn belongs to Henry Kunkler. 



This barn was built by Casimure Kunkler in 
1905. The barn was used for horses, cows, hay, 
straw, wheat, oats, and ear corn. Today, the 
barn is used for fattening hogs. The barn was 
struck by lightning about 1915. The fire was put 
out by buckets of water being passed from one 
man to the next. The barn still has some char
red rafters and beams. The barn was remod
eled in 1961. The barn belongs to Henry F. 
Kunkler, 4443 Watkins Road, Fort Recovery. 

This barn was built by Andrew Herman in 
1897 or 1898, on Watkins Road, in Granville 
Township. About 1918, a tornado came through 
Granville Township in Southern Mercer County. 
This barn was turned around 180 degrees with
out the barn being completely destroyed. The 
photograph shows how the barn looked after 
being set back almost on the original founda
tion. It was pried and jacked back on the foun
dation and the corner which was pulled apart 
by the storm, was repaired. The east side of the 
barn faced to the west, until it was finally torn 
down in 1943. The barn had never been painted. 
Paul Herman, 220 West Anthony, Celina, pro
vided these photographs. 
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Another view of the Andrew Herman barn 
on Watkins Road, after the 1918 tornado. One 
can see the barn had double doors on both sides 
of the barn, for threshing time. The stable doors 
on the other side are evident. The rail fence is 
still in place, in spite of the tornado's having 
just turned the barn completely around on its 
foundation. The bound gram still stands in place 
in the foreground. The haystack is evident in 
both photographs. 

Paul Rammel's Barn, 3321 Mercer-Darke 
County Line Road, Fort Recovery, was built in 
1867 by his Grandfather Joseph Rammel. The 
barn was half of this barn, and built back three
quarters of a mile in the land, as the roads were 
not built at this time, and the county line was 
supposed to be built back there. Later, when the 
road was put in, Paul's father Peter moved the 
house and barn to its present location in 1906. 
The buildings were set on rollers with a winch, 
and moved by horses. The horses went around 
the winch, in a circle to move the building. 
Peter's wife Maggie said that she and the chil
dren stayed in the house, as it was being 
moved, and not even one dish was broken. After 
the barn was set in place, the front half was 
added on. There was a hay fork attached to the 
roof of the barn. Although the fork is still in 
place, it is no longer in working condition. 



Louis Rammel, a Braun boy, Clete Ramm el 
and Charles Rammel, sitting in the trailor, out
side the barn. The horse is peering out of the 
stable door. The 1939 Chevy is also there. 

Outside the barn, with the colts, are 
____ Buehler, Paul Rammel, and Paul's 
father Peter Rammel. 

Paul and Adolph Rammel are working at 
threshing wheat outside the barn. 
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Peter Rammel, William Kemper, and 
Adolph Rammel are standing outside the barn. 
Notice the hugh straw stack in the background. 

Peter Rammel is standing with the horses, 
outside the barn, at 3321 Mercer-Darke County 
Line Road. 

J.F. Rindler's barn, 5483 Mercer-Darke 
County Line Road, Saint Henry, was built in 
1922, by Tony Baymyer (?). In the past, the 
barn was used for hogs, from farrow to finish on 
the bottom. Corn, wheat, and oats were stored 
on top (granary). Today, the hogs are on the 
bottom and the grain is on top. The barn has the 
original siding on the west and east side. In the 
late sixties, they put on a new roof, and resided 
the north and south sides. In the early eighties, 
they put metal siding on the south side. They re
painted the barn in 1991. 



Jerome F. Rindler's barn, 5483 Mercer
Darke County Line Road, Saint Henry, was 
built in the late 1800's. They had cattle on one 
end and horses on the other end. Tools were in 
the driveway. Hay and corn fodder was in the 
mow. Today, the barn houses cattle, hay, straw 
mow, and tools. A new roof was put on in the 
1940's. The barn was resided and a new founda
tion put around the barn in the 1950's. Metal sid
ing and a new foundation on the south side was 
added in 1986; a new roof was added on the west 
side in 1987. The barn was repainted in 1991. 

Lavern Rindler's barn, 5325 Watkins Road, 
St. Henry, was built around 1920. The barn was 
used for cows, hogs, chickens, hay and straw 
storage. Today, the barn is used for storage for 
machinery, and the cats and dog sleep in it and 
are fed in it. Rindlers live on a Jog in the road; 
sometimes peo_ple miss the turn. Their milk 
house was run mto once, and their barn was hit 
once in forty-three years. 
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CASE COMBINE, NINE FOOT is lettered 
across the front of the new combine, which 
Jacob Pax and Henry Nordenbrock bought to
gether. In the background of this photograph, 
the St. Bernard Church at Burkettsville, can be 
seen. On the back of this old photograph is a 
note, "first combine in the area." Mercer 
County's agricultural heritage includes the 
evolution of farming with horses to the modern 
equipment of today. People who read this book 
in the 21st century will not think of this book in 
the 1990's as modern. What will the 21st century 
hold for agriculture and agribusiness in Mercer 
County? What will the 22nd century hold for 
Mercer County agribusiness? 

This was the Joseph Winhoven barn, a mile 
north and two miles west of Burkettsville. The 
boy in the white shirt could be Edward, son of 
Joseph Winhoven. This photograph was taken 
after the barn was "raked" by a tornado, June 
the 27th, 1914, at 4:00 P.M. Mrs. Leon Siefring 
owns the farm now, but this barn is gone. This 
photograph was provided by Vi Stammen, 805 
Butler Street, Coldwater. 



William Hess sold this farm at 5750 Carth
agena Road to Henry and Barbara Hess in 1871; 
then it went to the third generation to Caspar 
and Rosa Hess in 1914. The farm went to their 
daughter Irma and her husband Urban Muhlen
kamp in 1948. They sold the farm to their son 
Jerry and his wife Kathy in 1984. Donald Kunk
ler bought this farm at 5750 Carthagena Road 
from Jerry Muhlenkamp in 1990. The barn was 
built in 1894; it had one hay mow, and a granary 
and an all wood floor. There were stables along 
the south side for cows and stables along the 
east side for horses. Now, it has a complete 
overhead, and all stable room. 

William L. Evers, 4831 Carthagena Road, 
St. Henry, owns this barn today. Some of the 
past owners were as follows: Clemens Mort
horst, in 1918, sold to his son Frank Morthorst; 
then about 1920 to Herman Severt; in 1924 to 
Frank and Catherine Evers, who sold to their 
son Roman and Mildred Evers in 1945. In 1980 
after the death of Roman Evers, Mildred sold to 
her son William L. Evers. The barn was built in 
the middle to late 1800's, and has always been 
used for dairy cattle. 
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A BARN RAISING IN 
GRANVILLE TOWNSHIP 

1946 
Spontaneous combustion caused the fire 

that destroyed Fred Steinlage's barn, 5095 Kre
mer-Hoying Road, Saint Henry, on a summer 
afternoon, August 5, 1946. The fire caused total 
destruction to the barn, and the barn had to be 
rebuilt from scratch. Today, James Steinlage 
owns this farm, and the rebuilt barn. 

First, planning the new barn was a most 
important step. August and September were 
spent in preparing for the barn raising. Fred 
Steinlage engaged the Wellman Brothers, Cold
water, to build the barn. Constructing the frame 
sections, called bents, called for skill and preci
sion because the vertical posts, horizontal 
beams, and their braces, had to be measured 
accurately, in order to be pinned in place. Trees 
from the Steinlage woods were taken to Hart
ings Sawmill in Saint Henry. A cement founda
tion was installed for this forty by ninety foot 
barn, which would be forty foot in height. 

This first stage of the barn raising shows 
the lumber laid out, and the gin pole being 
raised by ropes and pulleys. The gin pole would 
then be used as a lever to hoist the heavy frame 
sections, called bents. 

This photograph shows two of the bents 
after being raised. The bent was a complete 
unit of framework, the height being from the 
foundation to the purlin plate where the roof 
was attached, and the width being as wide as 
the barn. The bents had been constructed on the 
ground, prior to being raised into position. 



This view shows five of the six bents in 
place, with some of the lower beams pinned in 
place. 

The gin pole, braced at a lower level, and 
balanced with ropes, has the cross beam and 
two braces hanging loose, waiting to be pinned. 
Note the "steps" on the post, for the carpenter 
to climb and place the wooden pins. (This was 
no place for acrophobia, a fear of heights.) 

The horizontal beams also had to have been 
accurately measured. The ends of each beam 
had to have been carved into a projection called 
a tenon. The vertical posts had holes or mor
tises, chiseled out of them, to receive the te
nons. After fitting the tenon into the mortise, 
wooden pins would be driven through the 
aligned holes to lock the posts and beams to
gether. This method was much stronger and 
less costly then using iron spikes or nails. 
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The gin pole is standing behind the last bent 
to be raised. The carpenter is sitting on the 
principal purlin plate, or beam, waiting to pin 
the brace. The purlin plate or beam runs the en
tire length of the barn and unites all the bents. 
(In many barns, the purlin plate is cut from one 
tree. Some barns have two beams, for the pur
lin plate, and over-lap the beams above one of 
the bent posts.) At each intersection of the hori
zontal purlin plate beam, and the vertical bent 
post, braces are added to ensure stabililty. The 
six bents separate the five bays of this forty by 
ninety foot barn. 

Before the roof was in place, carpenters 
began nailing the vertical boards in place for 
the exterior walls. 

The rafters of the roof have been set into 
the purlin plates, and joined at the roof's peak, 
the ridge pole or ridge board. 



The finished barn shows the gambrel roof
line. Diamond windows highlight the double 
doors. Is that a 1948 Plymouth in front? 

The barn in 1990 shows little change. A sec
ond roof was applied in 1954, and a third roof in 
1977. Only one horse stable is left, with the other 
horse stable walls being torn out to make one 
large stable for cattle, and so the manure could 
be hauled out by a manure loader. The barn is 
still used for livestock, and storage of hay, 
straw, and machinery. 

In addition to the Wellman Brothers, the 
neighbors helped Fred Steinlage raise the barn. 
Left to Right: Small child is one of Fred Stein
lage' s grandsons, Joseph Steinlage, Othmar 
Rammel, Albert. Steinlage, Joe Keller, Bill 
Wellman Jr., Henry Hein, Bill Wellman Sr., Ed 
Homan, Fred Steinlage, Wilfred Steinlage, 
Louis Homan; Bernard Wellman, Florian Kel
ler, Louis Uhlenhake, Herman Hoying, Theo
dore Kunkler, and Raymond Uhlenhake. 
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This red barn, trimmed in white, was 
bought by the Stachlers in 1977 from Othmar 
Rammel; the farm was also known as the old 
Gehle farm. Staehler Farms sold the farm, in
cluding the buildings to Cooper Feed in 1987. 
Cooper does business on part of the land, with 
the other part being rented for general farming 
by the Staehler Farms. The barn was built 
about one hundred and twenty-five years ago, 
and has been used for animals and hay storage. 
The barn is located on Kremer Hoying Road, 
just east of State Route 118. Richard Staehler 
provided the history. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Dues, 4774 East Kre
mer Hoying Road, St. Henry, bought this farm 
in 1950 from Elizabeth Huelsman. The barn has 
been here at least fifty years; therefore, the 
barn was built before 1940. Since the braces are 
all fastened with wooden pegs in the entire 
barn, the barn is probably much older. The 
barn was used for horses, cows, grain and hay, 
in the past; today, the barn is used for storage. 



Albert and Jerry Steinlage's barn was built 
by Bob Borger's grandfather, about the time of 
the Civil War; the house was built in 1863. At 
one time, this barn had a cross cut into both 
gable ends; these crosses had diamonds cut in 
four points of the cross. (The editor has found 
only one other barn in the county with a cross 
with four diamond points. This barn is one of 
six, with crosses cut in the gable end.) An 
earthquake took place in the 1970's, one June 
day; the following fourth of July, the overhead 
hayloft dropped eighteen feet, with 463 bushel of 
ear corn, and the stringers, on top of an Allis
Chalmers tractor, a manure spreader, and a 
wagonload of wheat. One liability insurance 
company did not cover this, saying it was an 
'act of God.' Another insurance company 
covered this, under a 'falling objects' clause. 
The Albert Steinlage barn stands at 4766 Kre
mer Hoying Road, St. Henry. 

This barn was built at least seventy-five 
years ago, by the Placke Brothers. The barn 
was used for cows and hay; today it is used for 
machinery and hay. This farm at 5056 Kremer 
Hoying Road is in the fourth generation of the 
Uhlenhake family: first, John Uhlenhake, Sr.; 
next, John Uhlenhake, Jr.; next, Ray 
Uhlenhake; and today, Ray's children: Harold 
Uhlenhake and all. 
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Vic Wimmer's father, Ben Wimmers, 
bought this farm from the Goecke family and 
the barn was here then. (Ben was 83 years old 
when he died in 1960.) Today, Vic's wife, Do
lores Wimmers, lives at the farm, at 5281 Kre
mer Hoying Road, St. Henry. In the past, there 
were horses, cows, hogs, hay and grain in this 
barn. Today, there are no animals, the barn is 
used for grain farming. 

The date 1935 is painted in white, right 
above the white trimmed barn doors, on this 
red barn belonging to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph R. 
Steinlage, 5188 Kremer-Hoying Road, St. Henry. 
Joseph Uhlenhake built this barn in 1935. The 
old barn that was standing there before 1935, 
was old and no longer safe, so it had to be torn 
down. The present barn was used for livestock, 
storage of grain, and machinery; it is still being 
used for storage of machinery and for young 
cattle. Joseph's Steinlage's barn still has the 
wood threshing floor. 



Mark Kremer, 5845 Kremer-Hoying Road, 
St. Henry, owns this barn, built about 1880. 
Mark recalled that the barn was owned by Phil
lip Frey, a livestock dealer, before Mark's 
father had the farm. At that time, wedding 
dances were held in the barn, when the children 
were married. The barn has a thousand gallon 
storage tank used to store water for livestock; 
the water was pumped on breezy days, as a sup
ply source. Mark recalled that when he was 
small, there were ten stables for horses. The 
barn was also used for livestock, milking equip
ment, hay and straw. Today, there ~s a milking 
parlor and livestock. Note the exterior elevator 
to the mow. 

Herman Hoying, Sr., purchased this farm 
from M. Staugler in 1900. Herman Hoying Jr., 
purchased the farm in 1941, at the time of World 
War II. Today, Daniel M. Hoying, 5710 Kremer
Hoying Road, St. Henry, is the present owner, 
purchasing the farm in 1981. Herman Hoying 
Jr. is standing on the north side of the barn, 
with Dan's dog Misty. 

441 

In the past, the Hoying barn was used for 
cattle horses, and to store grain and hay. In 
1947, it was changed to a Grade A milking set
up, with the milkhouse built at that time. Her
man is standing in front of the milkhouse. The 
red barn is trimmed in white around the barn 
doors, and the white triangle is painted in the 
gable end. The row of windows on the east end 
let in the light for milking. Note the small rec
tangular window over the double wagon ~oors; 
this type window over the double doors 1s be
coming a rare sight in the county. 

This is an old photograph of Herman Hoy
ing's home place, where Dan Hoying lives 
today, at 5710 Kremer Hoying Road, St. Henry. 
The barn takes its place behind the house. The 
white triangle can be seen in the gable end 
wall; beneath it is the family name. The stable 
doors can be seen. The windmill (windpump) 
and other outbuildings can also be seen. Photo
graphs like this tell a story which is the family 
heritage, and a family keepsake. 



Frank Evers built this barn in 1900, at 5035 
Carthagena Road; the complete cost of the orig
inal barn was $1,014.00. The barn is used for cat
tle, and hay storage; in the past, horses were 
also in the barn. Today, the barn owners are 
Ludwig and Dolores Wuebker, 5129 Carthagena 
Road, St. Henry. 

Frank Evers built this barn for cattle and 
hogs in 1901, for the cost of $274.30, at 5035 
Carthagena Road. Today, the barn is used for 
hogs and is owned by Ludwig and Dolores 
Wuebker, 5129 Carthagena Road. 
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John Balster built this barn in 1934, after 
the old barn was struck by lightning. In the 
past, the barn was used for horses, cattle and 
feed storage; today the barn is used for feed 
storage and machinery. The barn is located at 
5124 Carthagena Road, and belongs to Ludwig 
and Dolores Wuebker, 5129 Carthagena Road. 

The first owner of this barn, located at 5185 
Carthagena Road, was Bernard Wuebker. The 
barn was built in 1914, to house dairy cattle, 
horses, and to store grain, hay and straw, and is 
still used for dairy cattle and hay and straw. 
Today, the barn is owned by David J. and 
Donna J. Wuebker. 



In 1875, this barn was built and has always 
been used for livestock, hay and grain storage. 
The barn is owned by Dan Hemmelgarn, 4688 
Carthagena Road, St. Henry. 

In June 1991, this barn, owned by Andy 
Hemmelgarn, 422 North Eastern Avenue, State 
Route 118, St. Henry, was moved about a mile 
northeast to the farm of his nephew, Dan Hem
melgarn, 4688 Carthagena Road. The 34 x 60 
foot barn is about 70 years old. (Chris Brush 
Photograph, Daily Standard, June 18, 1991). 

Employees of Merkle Heavy Moving, Ohio 
City, lifted the Hemmelgarn barn from its foun
dation and moved it to the highway on Monday. 
On Tuesday, the building was moved north on 
State Route 118, east on Cooper Drive, through 
a soybean field, and over to its new location at 
4688 Carthagena Road, at Dan Hemmelgarn's 
place. It took them 45 minutes to move the 
barn. They had to pour the pillars (for the hay 
loft) before they took the shoring out, and low
ered it onto its new foundation. The entire oper
ation was complete by noon Wednesday. (Chris 
Brush Photograph, Daily Standard, June 18, 
1991). 
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Ted and Hilda Koester own this barn at 5919 
Carthagena Road, St. Henry. The barn has a 
long easy slope to its bank leading to the double 
wagon doors. The barn is used for hay and tool 
storage. The night light in front of the barn al
most seems out of place and time, for the 
stately old barn. It would seem that a horse
drawn wagon should be expected at any time. 

This barn was built about 1900-1905, by a 
carpenter named Placke. This is one of the first 
barns, in the area, which was built on a con
crete foundation. (Earlier they were built on 
pillar stones.) When first built, the inside of the 
barn was finished out with individual box stalls, 
which had to be cleaned by hand. The barn was 
used to house horses, store hay, house cattle, 
store wheat and oats before and after it was 
threshed. This is Bernard J. Franzer's barn at 
5316 Carthagena Road, St. Henry. (Note the dia
mond windows on the door.) 



Bernard J. Franzer, standing outside his 
barn, at 5316 Carthagena Road, in January 1991. 
Today, the barn houses cattle, and stores hay 
and straw; there are large stables which can be 
cleaned mechanically. 

This gable-roofed barn was built in the 
early 1900's and the neighbors all helped. The 
barn, which stands on Carthagena Road, was 
used for livestock and storage. Today, the barn 
is used for storage, and belongs to Elmer C. 
Link, 5558 Philothea . Road, St. Henry. 
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John Wimmers, Great Grandpa to Thelma 
Wimmers Fortkamp, built this barn, located at 
the Tom Moorman Farm, 4780 Lange Road, in 
the early 1900's. This photograph was taken 
about 1946, when Tom Moorman, age twelve, is 
holding a mule in front of the barn. The barn 
was used for cows, and it had four horse sta
bles, with loose hay in the mow. Today, the 
barn is used for sows; the mow is used for baled 
straw and hay. 

A cold, quiet winter day, Virgil Franck's 
barn is surrounded by snow, at 1311 State Route 
118, St. Henry. This barn was built in 1909 by 
Lawrence Franck and Sons, and the barn is still 
in the Franck family. 



An interior view of Virgil Franck's barn 
shows the huge post and braced beam, making 
up one of the bents which support the roof. Note 
the wooden pins in the post. 

An interior view of Virgil Franck's barn 
shows the post supporting the purlin, which sup
ports the rafters, of the gambrel roof. 

A close-up of the post, whereby the mortise 
was cut to receive the tenon of the beam, and 
was securely fastened by wooden pins, in the 
Franck barn. 
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The weeping willow with an early morning 
coat of ice stands sentinel in front of Lester and 
Dolores Hartings' barn, 2180 State Route 118, St. 
Henry. This barn was built in 1896 by Bernard 
L. Rose and has been used for livestock and 
feed storage. The red barn is trimmed in white. 
A unique feature of this barn, is that it is on two 
levels, being built on a hill the length of the 
barn; this type barn has been called a 
Grundscheuer or Grundscheier Barn, or 
ground-level barn. 

This gambrel-roof ed barn has the protec
tive pent roof on the east end of the barn. The 
pent roof of many Mercer County barns often is 
added to the east end. This barn was built in the 
early 1900's, and is used for livestock; today the 
barn belongs to Linus J. Clune, 2841 State Route 
118, St. Henry. 



Clem Evers, 3226 Fort Recovery-Minster 
Road, Saint Henry, has a unique barn. It has 
the double barn doors on the gable side, and the 
side walls are one story high, making the roof
line extend farther. In 1947, the tornado took off 
the roof and part of the siding. 

This interior view of Clem Evers' barn, 
shows the interior framing, after the repair 
from 1947. Some barn enthusiasts might suggest 
that this barn has a "Dutch" influence, while 
others might suggest the influence is from 
Lower Saxony, Germany. With this thought, the 
barn does have the double doors at the gable 
side, and the central aisle is parallel with the 
ridgeboard of the roof. The horizontal beams 
are not extended to the outside wall. 
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Henry Feldhake and hands built this barn, 
in 1902. The barn was used to house their work 
horses, a few cows, and loose hay and grain. 
Today, the barn is owned by Clarence and Shir
ley Heuing, 3389 Fort Recovery-Minster Road, 
Saint Henry. The barn is used for dairy cows, 
and baled hay and straw. In the photographs, 
the elevator is placed to send the bales up to the 
mow, through the door, which slides on the 
tract to the left. Six lightning rods grace the 
ridgeboard of the gable roof. 

This big barn is owned by Charles Rose, 
3740 Fort Recovery-Minster Road, Saint Henry. 
The barn may have been built by Jacob Sief
ring. It was used for dairy cows in the past; 
today, the barn is used for steers. 



Sylvan Jutte stands before his barn, at 3831 
Fort Recovery-Minster Road, Saint Henry. 
Fred Tobe may have built this barn about 1890. 
The barn housed four horses, plus ten to twelve 
milking cows, and had granaries for oats and 
wheat to store the grain while threshing. The 
barn was remodeled and a foundation put in, 
around the early 1950's, when tractors and com
bines started to hit the area. Silos were also be
coming popular at that time. Today, the barn is 
used for steer confinement at the bottom, with 
overhead bale storage. 

This interior view shows the hand-hewn 
beam, which has wooden pins pinning the verti
cal posts, of the Jutte barn. 
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This interior view gives an insight to the 
size of this barn, with the hand-hewn single 
beam crossing the width of the barn, which sup
ports the vertical posts which support the purlin 
plates under the rafters of the roof, of the Jutte 
barn. 

John Hoying's barn, at 4204 Fort Recovery
Minster Road, Saint Henry, is ninety feet by 
forty feet. When George Hoying bought this 
farm, the barn had horse stables on one end and 
granaries on the bottom floor. The grain was 
carried to the granary in sacks. The barn has 
since been remodeled for dairy cows, and put
ting in overhead for hay and straw covering 
most of the barn. 



This interior view of the Hoying barn shows 
the hand-hewn posts and beam, which have 
been pinned with wooden pins. 

This old barn belongs to Edwin Knapke, 
4292 Fort Recovery-Minster Road, Saint Henry. 
The barn is used for cows and feeder cattle. 
Edwin Knapke thought Joseph Nieport's grand
father may have built the barn. When asked 
about this, Joseph Nieport wrote the nicest let
ter to the Mercer County Historical Society, as 
follows: "Regarding your letter of February 21, 
asking information about my Grandfather 
building the barn on the Edwin Knapke farm, I 
cannot verify if he built it. My parents did not 
talk about it that I can remember. 

"But, I do have many memories of the 
barn, since I lived on that farm for sixteen 
years. I sweat many a drop, putting hay in the 
mow; also the wheat and oats crops, which 
were cut with a horse drawn grain binder, then 
packed in the barn loft, almost to the roof." 
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"I remember the big swing my father made 
with the hay fork rope, which let me swing 
across the threshing floor with my brother and 
sisters." 

"Then, different times we kids fell out of 
the hay mow. We also would climb on the tallest 
eight by eight beams to catch pigeons, unbe
known to our parents." 

"There always was a litter of kittens and 
sometimes a family of skunks which lived under 
the feeding mangers. 

"My Dad and I sometimes took a noon nap, 
in the oats granary on a hot summer day. This 
old barn looks different inside today, as it is a 
loafing area without the stalls and threshing 
floor. This old barn may stand many years as it 
has a good metal roof on it. 

"Some of the barns in the neighborhood 
were used to bootleg whiskey." 

Sincerely, 
Joseph Nieport 

Henry J. Hart's barn stands at 1488 State 
Route 118, at the intersection of the Fort Recov
ery-Minster Road, Saint Henry. this well-kept 
barn has white siding. 

This interior view of H.J. Hart's barn shows 
the hand hewn log stringers used to support the 
mow. 



This barn belongs to Henry J. and Imogene 
Hart, also, and is located just east of Harts, on 
the Fort Recovery-Minster Road. They called it 
the old Quinter barn. 

This interior view of Hart's barn, shows the 
old hand hewn beams, with the interlocking 
mortise and tenon, held together by wooden 
pins. These posts and beams support the purlin 
plate which supports the roof rafters. 

This barn was built by Stephen Thieman 
(Dan's Grandfather) in 1903. It took on its pre
sent look in 1956, by Ted and Dan Thieman, 
along with the help of their father Joseph J. 
Thieman. Prior to this, it was all red. The barn 
is forty-four feet by one hundred and ten feet. 
The barn still has its original stables, hay and 
straw mows, grain bins, and siding. The roof 
was replaced in 1989. The barn was used for 
dairy until 1980. Today the barn is used for beef 
cattle. This is the Dan Thieman barn, 4784 Fort 
Recovery-Minster Road, Saint Henry. 
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This interior view of the Thieman barn 
shows the huge beams supporting the rafters. 
The mow is full, almost to the rafters. 

So many stories have been told about "Wild 
Bill" Simison of Cranberry Prairie, but no one 
has ever written about William Simison's barn, 
near the Fort Recovery-Minster Road, near 
Cranberry Prairie. Mr. Simison gave his 
homestead the name "Walkatemoke," which is 
yet to be translated. (Perhaps, a reader of this 
book will call the Mercer County Historical 
Museum, and give the translation.) This draw
ing is taken from the 1882 Van Wert and Mercer 
County History Book, edited by Sutton. The pic
ket fence encloses the farmstead, with the home 
and smokehouse; the hunters have just re
turned home with their kill, hung next to the 
dinner bell. Behind the picket fence stands a 
double crib log barn, with two smaller attached 
sheds. This is one of the few remaining draw
ings of double crib log barns in Mercer County. 
The two log crib barns are built, with an equal 
distance between them, leaving space for the 
drive-through wagonway; with a common roof 
covering the two cribs and drive-through. Some 
people call this drive-through a "dog trot," 
while others reserve the name "dog trot," for 
the passage between log houses built on this 
floor plan. 



This barn, located at 5062 Fort Recovery
Minster Road, belongs to Robert Broering, 1069 
Cranberry Road, Saint Henry. Tumbusch car
penters built this barn in 1926; Caspar Reier 
had this barn built after his barn burned down 
in 1926. In 1940 Bill and Johanna Keller bought 
it; Broerings bought it from Kellers in 1974. The 
barn was used for milking and raising heifers in 
the past. Today, Broerings use the barn for 
their heifers, baby calves, hay and straw. This 
barn has a gambrel roof; the red siding is 
trimmed in white, with the white triangle at the 
end wall. The elevator is placed to take the 
bales to the mow. A small bank leads to a small 
side door on the west wall. The summer sun is 
casting deep shadows across the front of the 
barn, at the end of the work day. 

This barn was built in 1880, and belongs to 
Andrew Bruggeman, 5207 Fort Recovery-Mins
ter Road, Saint Henry. The barn is used for hay 
storage and livestock sleeping areas in the bank 
part of the barn. 
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The Bruggeman barn is one of the few 
barns in Mercer County, with the original small 
windows above the double doors. 

This interior view shows the hand hewn 
wooden beams, with the tenon and mortise 
locked with wooden pins. The mow of the Brug
geman barn is full to the rafters. 



This is an interior view of the threshing 
floor of the Bruggeman barn. 

(Editor's note: Of the hundreds of barns I 
have visited, this barn's threshing floor has the 
richest patina of any I have seen. The well
maintained floor reflects the fine care it has re
ceived for the past century.) 

This gambrel-roofed barn was built in Au
gust 1932, after the fire destroyed the previous 
barn. This barn is owned by Charles L. Huwer, 
1211 Cranberry Road, Saint Henry, and is used 
for storing straw, hay bales, and housing cattle 
(and cats). Following the fire that destroyed the 
old barn, relatives and neighbors helped build a 
new one. John Schindler, a hired man on the 
farm, supervised the construction. All timber 
used was removed from the woods located on 
the farm. Since it was the depression, help was 
available at one dollar per day. The old barn 
was thirty feet by one hundred and twenty-four 
feet, with an extension of sixty-five by ninety
four feet. The new barn is thirty by ninety feet, 
with an extension of thirty-two by eighty-six 
feet. 
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An interior view of the Huwer barn shows 
the supporting posts of the rafters of the gam
brel roof, and how there is more room in the 
mow. 

This is the scene of the Huwer barn fire, 
after the rubble was cleaned up. 

This is a late August 1932 view of the Huwer 
barn, as the tenons of the beams are being fit 
into the mortises of the posts of the main frame 
bents. 



BARN FIRE 
NEWS ARTICLE 

BARN, CONTENTS ARE DESTROYED IN 
$5,000 EARLY MORNING BLAZE. Grain 
Farm Machinery Go In Mysterious Fire Early 
Wednesday. 

"A big barn with hundreds of bushels of 
oats and valuable farm machinery was de
stroyed by fire of undetermined origin that 
started about 7 a.m. Wednesday on the farm of 
John Huwer Jr., a half-mile south of Cranberry 
Prairie. The loss was estimated by the owner at 
$5,000, partly covered by insurance. 

. "Mr. Huwer and Miss Adeline Quinter, 
maid at the Huwer home, having just finished 
milking, were driving cows down a lane to pas
ture, and on looking around one of them dis
covered the big building in flames. Fifteen min
utes before they had been working in the barn. 
"Fearing destruction of the home and outbuild
ings along with the barn, the Huwer family 
started w~lking ~he half-mile to the village to 
summon aid. Neighbors were already hurrying 
to the scene, however, and the Chickasaw Com
munity Fire Co. truck was summoned. The fire
men made the nine-mile run in twenty minutes. 

"Only the frantic efforts of neighbors and 
the fire company prevented outbuildings, which 
were afire several times, and the residence 
from destruction, Mr. Huwer said today. ' 

"The barn, L-shaped, 30 by 124 feet with the 
~xtension o~ 65 by 94 feet, was one of the biggest 
m the locahty, of sound construction. Destroyed 
with the barn was this season's entire hay crop 
along with part of that of last season, 1,400 
bushels of oats, a corn binder, corn shredder, 
corn planter, two farm wagons, grain binder 
harness, milking equipment, and many less val~ 
uable articles. 

"Sylvester Homan, driver for the Bur
kettsville Grain Co., had just arrived at the 
farm with his truck at the outset of the blaze. 
He assisted Huwer in removing an automobile 
and a tractor from an adjoining building. 

"The farm, of 160 acres, is known as the 
John Huwer Sr. farm, although Mr. Huwer Sr. 
has been dead for a year. Living there at pres
ent are Mrs. Huwer Sr., Mr. and Mrs. John 
Huwer Jr. and their four children." 
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Harold Huwer's barn, 681 Huwer Road, St. 
Henry, was built in 1900. This farm was settled 
by Harold's Great Grandfather Jacob Huwer. It 
was then sold to his son William Huwer who 
sold it to his son Aloys Huwer, who sold it to his 
son Harold Huwer. 

This 1952 photograph of the Harold Huwer 
farm, has the shadow of the airplane on the 
barn. The barn was built in 1900 by William 
Huwer. The barn was used for horse stables, 
cow stables, hay and straw storage. Today, the 
barn is used for dairy cows, a calf barn, and 
hay and straw storage. The red barn is 
trimmed in white, which not only outlines the 
corners and the doors, but also highlights the 
white triangle in the gable peak. Of course, 
Huwer Road took its name from the Huwer 
family. 

This barn stands on Mercer-Darke County 
Line Road, in Granville Township, and was 
built about 1910, by John and Edward Rindler. 
This barn was used for livestock and hay stor
age. Today, the barn is used for hay and 
machinery storage. Note the pent roof, at the 
end of the barn. A small rectangular window is 
above the double doors on the side. The barn be
longs to Harold Huwer, 681 Huwer Road, St. 
Henry. 



This barn, located at 3067 Carthagena Road, 
is believed to have been built about 1875. This 
old photograph of the barn, was taken about 
1951, with one of the former owners, Tnresia 
Borger. This barn was axed, hewed, and mea
sured 96 feet x 44 feet. According to former 
owners, it was struck by lightning twice, once 
while it was being constructed, knocking out 
one end. In later years, about 1900, lightning 
struck again, following the lightning rod down 
the southwest corner doing little damage to the 
barn but killing a large work horse in the south
west stable, owned by the Hemmelgarns who 
owned the farm until 1937. At that time it was 
purchased by Urban and Thresia Borger who 
owned it until 1974. It was then purchased by 
the present owners Carl and Ethel Borger. 

This photograph of Carl and Ethel Borger's 
barn, 3067 Carthagena Road, St. Henry, was 
taken in 1992, after several additions were 
made. 
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John L. Geier family came from Fort 
Loramie in 1899 to live on the farm at 4231 
Carthagena Road, St. Henry. They built the 
barn in 1902; the barn had the date 1902 painted 
on the gable end wall. They used the barn for 
cattle and grain. After John's death in 1928, his 
son Leo Geier took over the farm until his death 
in 1970. This photograph belongs to John Geier's 
daughter, Betty Brunswick, 2566 Burkettsville 
St. Henry Road, St. Henry. Ken Dues bought 
this farm from the Geier family, in 1970. 

Ken Dues bought this place at 4231 Carth
agena Road, St. Henry, from the Geier Family 
in 1970. In the past, the barn had been used fo; 
horses and cattle. Today, the barn is used for 
cattle. The barn was remodeled in May 1986, 
and has new red siding with white trim. This 
barn is over 90 years old, and still stands 
straight and true. 



After many years of hard work and dedica
tion to farming and raising a family, it was 
time to move on - retirement was calling. In 
January of 1983, Urban & Irma moved off the 
farm to 451 Park St. in St. Henry. 

This barn was built in the late 1800's by 
John Huelsman and used for general farming, 
at 4881 Kremer Hoying Road. This barn was 
later owned by Joseph G. Keller in 1935. The 
barn was in very bad condition when he bought 
it; the barn even had a wooden floor. Joseph 
Keller repaired the barn in the 1930's. After his 
death, his wife Marcella owned the place in 
1973. She again repaired the barn, and put new 
siding on the outside, and added a new roof. In 
the photograph, the white triangle can be seen 
in the gable peak; an eight paned window is be
neath the peak. White board fences and white 
picket fences can be seen on the photograph. 
Their son Marvin and his wife Alice Keller now 
own the place. Marvin has done some remodel
ing. 
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Another old view of the Keller farm at 4881 
Kremer Hoying Road shows the addition of the 
silo. What is the model and year of the pick up 
truck? 

This is a view of the Marvin and Alice Kel
ler barn at 4881 Kremer Hoying Road, today. 
The barn is used for general farming. 



Ernest and Mary Ann Hemmelgarn own 
this place at 3056 State Route 119, St. Henry. 
This big old barn was built in the early 1900's. 
A basketball rim is mounted on the double 
doors for the young and young at heart. An ad
dition has been made to the right of the barn. 
The barn has been used for livestock, and feed 
storage for the cattle. Note the silo in the back
ground. 

Frantz Joseph Speck built this barn; he 
came from Germany in 1840. His son John 
Speck, Sr., said the house was built in 1869, 
when he was twelve years old. The barn was 
probably already there as the big barns were 
usually built after an original log barn and 
house had been used and they were ready for a 
new barn; then the house replacing the log 
house was built after the new big barn was 
built. This particular barn was a bank barn, 
with three cupolas on top. This barn had hand 
hewn beams and was wooden pinned. In this 
photograph, a windpump or windmill stands be
tween the house and barn; an older barn stands 
to the east of the bank barn. John's son William 
Speck and his wife Catherine raised their fam
ily there. This barn stands on the north side of 
State Route 119, west of St. Henry, just west of 
Wessel Road and east of Post Road. When the 
William Speck family moved to town about 1963, 
they sold the place. Today, the place is owned 
by Paul and Nancy Broering, St. Henry. 
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Robert and Phyllis Reier's farm at 3197 
State Route 119, Saint Henry, has a unique his
tory. The place was originally owned by a Mr. 
Himmelgarn. In 1852, Father Brunner, pur
chased the farm, and founded a convent, which 
he named Himmelgarten (heaven garden). On 
March 29, 1854, the convent, the chapel, the 
barn, and other buildings were destroyed by 
fire. By 1855, they had rebuilt a brick convent, 
chapel, and barn. This convent continued until 
it closed. In January 1901, Mr. Fred Bimmel, of 
Portland, Indiana, purchased the property and 
buildings for $13,746.28. The Sisters of the Most 
Precious Blood continued to live at the convent 
until April, when they took leave. Also, July 3, 
1960, at 5: 30 p.m. an electrical storm passed 
through this part of the state. This storm did 
damage to the property which was once the 
Himmelgarten Convent; at that time, 1960, the 
property was owned by a Mr. Keller. Much of 
what remained of the original 1855 barn, showed 
signs of destruction by the storm. On this 1960 
photograph, one can see a wagon standing in 
the double doorway, which was to become the 
site of the bank leading to the upper level in the 
Robert Reier barn of the 1990's. 

This is a close view of the foundation and 
the barn belonging to Robert Reier, 3197 State 
Route 119, Saint Henry. One can compare this 
photograph of the foundation with the previous 
photograph, taken in 1960 after the storm, and 
see that it is the same foundation, that has been 
used since 1855 when it was part of the set of 
buildings for the Himmelgarten Convent Com
plex. Also on this photograph, one can see the 
size of the stones used in the bank. 



This view shows the Robert and Phyllis 
Reier barn at 3197 State Route 119. A new round 
roof, sometimes called gothic or rainbow roof, 
was placed on the 1855 foundation, after the 
barn was destroyed in the July 3, 1960 storm. 
The double sliding doors are set into the round 
roof. The end wall is painted yellow, while the 
roof is a light colored brown. 
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This interior view of the Robert Reier barn, 
shows the wooden threshing floor is still there. 
At the left of the door, one can see the opening 
in the floor for the steps leading to the bottom 
floor. 
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This interior view of the bottom floor shows 
the rough, hand hewn posts and beams, which 
support the logs under the wooden floor from 
1855. Robert Reier's barn must have been a 
grand barn, from 1855 when it was built by the 
C.PP .S. Convent, until the storm of 1960. With 
the new barn, the Reier barn is still a grand 
barn, with its new barn and historic foundation. 

Dennis and Pat Pottkotter's barn, 5158 State 
Route 119, St. Henry, was built in the late 1800's. 
This barn has been used for farm use, mostly 
dairy. The five horse stable doors are outlined 
in white on the north side. The red barn is 
trimmed in white. The basketboard on the wall 
is there for the children's enjoyment. Today, 
the barn is used for hogs. It is neat to see a barn 
which still has the old stable doors; so many 
barns have enclosed the stable doors and cov
ered them with siding. These doors remind us of 
our rural heritage. 



Philip Weitzel is holding Ryan, while his 
wife Marg~ is holding Lauren. T_he ~ther two 
children Erm and Adam are standmg m front of 
them. They are standing in front of their barn 
at 5677 State Route 119, St. Henry. This big barn 
was built in 1915; it was moved from Coldwater 
Creek Road to this site on Route 119. They 
moved the barn across the field, a total of about 
a fourth of a mile. In the past, the barn was 
used for dairy and steers; today_ the barn ~s 
used for dairy or young calves. This red barn 1s 
trimmed in white; the white triangle can be 
seen in the gable peak. 

Vincent W. Rengers, 14417 Promenade, De
troit, MI 48213, wrote the following story about 
the Rengers' barn. "My Grandfather Henry 
Rengers, bought this farm in 1903 and moved 
with his family from their farm on Fleetfoot 
Road where his father homesteaded in 1851. The 
main barn was used for horses, equipment, and 
hay. The milk barn was for ~is herd o~ fifty 
Holstein cows. He brought the first Holstem cat
tle to Mercer County in about 1880 and was a 
well known breeder of Holsteins. In 1907, when 
this photograph was taken,. he was al~o prop
rietor of Clover Blossom Dairy. The mam barn, 
which has been rebuilt, is still on the northeast 
corner of 118 and 119. The milk barn was sold 
and moved away when the county took some of 
the property along 119 to widen the road. Frank 
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Rengers, the youngest son of Henry, sold the 
farm to Donald Unrast who is the present 
owner." On the photograph, note the hay hood 
door. Note that CLOVER BLOSSOM FARM, H. 
RENGERS is written across the end wall of the 
barn. J.B. Romer built this barn. 

"A barn that used to be" is this barn that 
was located at 461 E. Washington Street, St. 
Henry. from 1946 to 1967, this barn was owned 
by Clarence Rinderle; it _wa_s used to ~ous~ a 
cow, steers, and pigs, furmshmg the fam_Ily w~th 
food and milk. It was bought by Damel Rm
derle Clarence's son, in 1967; he used it for 
storage, and later for a woodwor_king shop on 
the east side of the barn. In 1985, 1t was bought 
by Daniel's son, Douglas; he adde~ the gar~ge 
on the west side. It was torn down m the Sprmg 
of 1992 to make room for Douglas' new home. 
This b~rn was historical, in that it was built in 
the late 1800's and had hand hewn beams. 

Fred and Irene Rose's barn stands at 4179 
Fort Recovery-Minster Road, St. Henry. This 
big old barn was built be~o~e 1882; the barn ~as 
standing there when Christian Le1stenschne1der 
purchased the place in 1882. Christian was 
Fred's Great Grandfather. In the past the barn 
was used for dairy and horse stables. Today, 
the barn is used for a nursery for pigs and has 
a loft for the straw. In 1957, a cement founda
tion was put under the barn, and it was resided. 



. . 

The Gelhaus Bros. barn is located at 4293 
Fort Recovery-Minster Road, St. Henry. The 
barn was built in 1913 by Uhlenhake and 
Boehmer. In the past, the barn housed dairy 
cattle and horses, and hay storage. Today, the 
barn is used for a milking parlor, with free 
stalls and hay storage . 

The Heuing Farm barn is located at 1807 
Post Road, St. Henry. The owner is Clarence 
Heuing, 3389 Fort Recovery Minster Road, St. 
Henry. This gable roofed barn has had an addi
tion made to the right end of the barn. Since the 
double doors are to the right of center, there 
may have been an addition to the left end wall 
of the barn. There is also an addition to the left 
end wall of the barn. The barn appears to have 
the original wood siding on the front, with new 
siding applied to the end wall. The barn is used 
for raising heifers. 

458 

David Brunswick's barn is located at 1064 
Post Road, St. Henry. The barn is over a 100 
years old. It was used for livestock, horses, 
cows, hay, straw, and oats. Today, this barn 
has new brown siding, trimmed in white. The 
barn is used for storage and for recreation. 

This barn stands on Watkins Road, just east 
of Township Line Road. Four lightning rods 
stand across the ridge of the gable roof. The 
stable doors can still be seen on the end wall of 
this white frame barn. In 1992, this barn be
longed to Ray Post. 



This barn stands at 1158 Post Road, where 
Ray Post lives in 1992. The barn was built in 
1887 by Ray's father Ben T. Post. The house 
was built in 1887, and the other buildings fol
lowed. In 1992 the owner of the place is Ray's 
son, Ernest E. Post, the third generation. The 
barn has been used for livestock, grain and hay. 

An aerial view of the Post barn at 1158 Post 
Road. Compare this with the earlier aerial 
view. 
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An aerial view of the Post barn at 1158 Post 
Road. This is an earlier aerial view than the 
previous photograph. 

Rick Werling lives here at 152 Post Road, 
Fort Recovery. This barn is unique because it is 
one of a few which have the boxed hay hood 
over the hay mow door. The barn was probably 
built in the early 1900's. Werling & Sons, Inc., 
100 S. Plum St., Burkettsville, OH 45310 own this 
barn. They resided the barn in 1988. 



This is another view of the box hay hood 
over the hay mow door on the Werling Barn at 
152 Post Road. This barn has been used for 
feeding cattle. 

Roman J. Hemmelgarn, 128 Hemmelgarn 
Road, Fort Recovery, tells that his barn was 
built in 1876. The year 1876 was the year that 
our Nation was celebrating its Centennial. This 
big barn was built to last. Note the pitch of the 
roof, and the width of the barn, in comparison 
to the length. The barn has been used as a live
stock barn. Having the same name as the road, 
indicates that the Hemmelgarn family settled 
here before the road was named. 
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Ron and Tom Schwieterman's barn, 3690 
Watkins Road, Fort Recovery, was built in the 
1870's. This gable roofed barn is white and has 
an addition to both ends. They remember taking 
horse stalls out of this barn in the 1950's. This 
barn has been used for livestock and storage for 
hay and straw. Look at this photograph and see 
the second barn behind this barn. This second 
barn is in the next photograph. 

This barn stands behind the other barn, at 
the Ron and Tom Schwieterman place, at 3690 
Watkins Road. This barn was moved by their 
father Arnold Schwieterman in 1948 from a half 
mile away, from Walter Franck's farm. This 
barn was also built in the 1870's, and has been 
used for livestock and storage for hay and 
straw. This barn has a gambrel roof, with a low 
pitch. 



Fred and Lori Boeke' s barn stands at 3677 
Mercer Darke County Line Road, Fort Recov
ery. This barn was built in 1917-1918, just after 
World War I. The lumber to build the barn 
came from the woods on the farm. The barn has 
sawed lumber and is not hand hewn. The reason 
for building the barn was so that the owner and 
builder of the barn, Bill Hemmelgarn, could do 
his threshing inside instead of outside. Bill 
Hemmelgarn had the place from 1918 to 1932; 
then Joseph and Mary Boeke bought it in 1932 
and owned it until 1947 when Victor and Luella 
Boeke bought it. They owned it until 1988 when 
Fred and Lori Boeke bought it. This silo is 
unique in the county; few Mercer County silos 
are built of brown glazed tile. This silo was built 
in September of 1955 and was contracted 
through Bob Ables. 

Gregor B. Evers' barn is located on Town
ship Line Road, St. Henry, on the east side of 
the road, just the first place south of Fort Re
covery Minster Road. This white barn with the 
gable roof, has five lightning rods across the 
roof ridge. This barn has been used for live
stock (dairy) and for hay storage. See the in
terior view of the framing. (photo by Gregor 
Evers) 
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This is an interior view of Gregor B. Evers' 
barn on Township Line road. Look at the main 
cross beam, which is in one piece at forty feet 
in length; note how it extends through the sid
ing, beneath the eaves. Note the post above the 
cross beam; it supports the purlin plate, the 
beam which runs the length of the barn and sup
ports the rafters of the roof. The purlin is lap
ped just above this post. (photo by Gregor 
Evers) 

This red barn is located the first place south 
of Fox Road, on the west side of Township Line 
Road. It belongs to Gregor B. Evers, 1450 Town
ship Line Road. This barn has been resided; the 
entry doors have been changed. A pent roof is to 
the left side of the barn, for protection from the 
elements. Note the hay hood to the hay mow 
entry. This barn is located on the Gibson Town
ship side of the road. (photo by Gregor Evers) 



The Wessel Family built this barn in 1908; 
John Losekamp was the carpenter. All native 
lumber was sawed right in the woods from their 
farm, at 3119 Wessel Road. (The Wessel Family 
must have preceded the naming of the road, 
since it carries their name.) This 1924 photo
graph has the old log house in back of the house, 
on the west side. They built a new home in front 
of the old house. This barn has been used for 
horses, steers, cows, and feed for animals. The 
unpainted barn was in its natural weathered 
siding. 

This April 1992 photograph shows the same 
Wessel family barn, at 3119 Wessel Road, St. 
Henry, as it is owned by Seraphim Lefeld today. 
Today. the barn is used for a milk set-up and 
feed for cows. Today, the barn is painted white, 
with several windows added for interior light. 
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This is another view of the Seraphim Lefeld 
place at 3119 Wessel Road, St. Henry. 

Another view of the Leander Heckman 
place, 1777 Burkettsville-St. Henry Road, after 
the 1947 tornado. The complete home is on the 
road. (Wilbur Meinerding photograph) The 
barn was originally a bank barn; the storm 
shoved the barn east. Leander Heckman moved 
the barn west and a little south, about a couple 
hundred feet of where it stood. 



This is Jim Brackman's barn, 1777 Bur
kettsville St. Henry Road, St. Henry. This was 
the barn which had been moved off its founda
tion in the 1947 tornado, when Leander 
Heckman owned it. Mr. and Mrs. Leander 
Heckman moved in November 1991 to 
Philothea. Today, this attractive barn is painted 
red, with white trim. Few would guess that it 
survived a tornado and was once a bank barn 
located a couple hundred feet from where it is 
today. 

On Labor Day, 1947, a tornado streaked 
across Southern Mercer County. In Marion 
Township, many barns and homes were de
stroyed. In Granville Township, one of the 
places that was hit by this tornado, was the 
Leander Heckman family home, 1777 Bur
kettsville-St. Henry Road, St. Henry. The barn 
was there when the Leander Heckman family 
moved there about 1940. (A Mader family lived 
there before that. Maders probably put up the 
house and barn. Ed Kemper may have built the 
barn, about 1915. Another family lived there a 
couple of years after the Maders left and before 
Heckmans moved there.) The day the storm hit, 
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Leander Heckman, his wife and two children 
lived there. Leander's brother Richard, and his 
friend Imelda Schoenherr, (later to be his wife), 
and Leander's mother Mrs. Matilda Falke, 
were sitting on the east side of the house. There 
was a cloud in the west and one in the south
west; they came together. It was very quiet; 
then the wind came up. They went into the 
house and just after they got into the house, the 
storm hit. The wind raised the house and turned 
it around. Mrs. Falke fell through the floor and 
died of injuries. Leander went up with the floor, 
and the same floor fell on top of the whole pile. 
Limbs, boards, etc. were blowing across the 
field and Leander got hit in the back and he was 
knocked out for awhile. After the storm Donald 
lost his eye because something very small 
punched his pupil in his eye. The others sur
vived the storm. The house was a nice house, 
which set on a glazed tile foundation; a nine 
room, two story house; everything was de
stroyed. It took all day the next day to clean up 
the road, and they built a fire right next to the 
road to take care of it. (Wilbur Meinerding 
photograph) 

Gard Yaney's barn stands at 2667 State 
Route 118, Saint Henry. Anthony Bernard was 
the real estate agent for this barn when Gard 
Yaney bought the barn and moved it to its pre
sent location in 1936. Mr. Yaney does not know 
who the barn owner really was. The nearest 
date that they can locate is that the barn is over 
85 years old. No one knows who built it._ In the 
past, the barn was used for cows a~d chickens; 
today it is used for storage of far~ implements. 
This red barn has a gable roof, with an attrac
tive triangular hay hood. Not many barns have 
triangular hay hoods because when farmers put 
on a new roof, they do away with the hay hoods 
since they are no longer needed. In the past, the 
farmers had pulleys and ropes attached to the 
hay hoods, to lift the hay to the mow; today 
farmers use elevators. Today, Gard Yaney's 
address is 562 North Eastern Avenue, Saint 
Henry, Ohio. 



This neat bank barn belongs to Herbert 
Evers, 1929 Fleetfoot Road, Saint Henry. Origi
nally this barn had a very narrow drive way, 
with a large cistern next to the barn, under the 
driveway. It was pumped full periodically. It 
furnished water for all of the outbuildings. In 
the past, the barn was used for dairy. Today, 
the barn is used for feeding dry cows and heif
ers. 

Henry Uhlenhake built this barn in 1905, at 
2132 Fleetfoot Road, St. Henry. The barn has 
been used for livestock and feed storage. Today, 
this gable roofed barn is owned by Carl, Mar
tina, and Jerome Uhlenhake. 
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Henry Lochtefeld's barn, 2578 Fleetfoot 
Road, was built in 1900. Originally the barn was 
used as half for loose hay and straw and the 
other half for horses, and a few cows. From 
1950 to 1965 the barn was used as a dairy barn. 
Today the barn is used as housing for steers. 
Henry and Freda Lochtefeld tell that under the 
threshing floor, they found a dug well, all brick 
lined. The first level is 16 feet in diameter and 
8 feet deep; the second level is 6 feet in diame
ter, for a total of 23 feet in depth. In the past, 
there was a wooden pipe, with a wooden pitcher 
pump. At some time, before Hank's Dad bought 
the place, this barn was added on to, and a 
threshing floor was put in over this well. 

Imelda Keller's barn is located at 2662 Cold
water Creek Road, St. Henry. This barn has 
been used for milk cows and for storing hay and 
straw. Today, the barn is for feeding hogs to 
sell. This red barn is trimmed in white; the dou
ble doors each have a diamond window cen
tered in the door. 



Roger Wuebker's barn stands at 2901 Cold
water Creek Road, St. Henry. Note the length 
and width of this white barn with the gable roof. 
Do the cross beams extend beneath the eaves, 
just above the double doors? The barn has been 
used for horses and cows. Today, the barn is 
completely used for cows. The modern pick up 
truck and tractor in this photograph will be 
viewed as 'antiques' by the next generation. 

Betty L. Dull's barn stands at 939 Dull 
Road, St. Henry. The Dull family must have 
preceded the naming of the road, since they 
have the same name. This attractive red barn 
has two pair of double doors on the side. The 
end wall has a white triangle, with the name 
DULL lettered across the wall. A gambrel roof 
has a low pitch. An addition is to the back of the 
barn. This barn has been used for livestock, hay 
and straw, and farm machinery; today it is 
used for storage. 
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Cy and Merdella Schwieterman's barn is lo
cated at 5711 Reier Road, St. Henry, Ohio. Cy 
wrote the following story about this place. 
"Frank Hemmelgarn, 2nd oldest member of St. 
Francis Parish told me that he remembered 
about 1920, a Mr. William Kaiser operated a 
large saw mill approximately a half mile north 
of St. Francis Church on the East Side of what 
is now called Cranberry Road. It was very close 
to the road that ran from east side of Cranberry 
Road to Route 127, at the intersection of Stelzer 
Road. Mr. Kaiser used the barn for a shop in 
which he repaired the equipment that he used in 
his saw mill. Mr. Kaiser sold his saw mill and 
land in the early 1930's at which time Clarence 
P. Staehler purchased the 31 acres. Mr. Staeh
ler then used the barn in conjunction with his 
farming operations. Mr. Staehler sold the 31 
acres and building in 1950 to Merdella 
Schwieterman. Then Cy Schwieterman used the 
barn for storage and to repair the equipment in 
his farm drainage operations. Now the barn is 
again used as storage since the building of the 
new shop in 1975. Looking inside this big old 
barn, one can still see that the barn is wooden 
pinned." 

Dale Huelskamp's barn stands at 5620 Reier 
Road, St. Henry. This old barn was built in 1890. 
It was moved from another location to this site 
about twenty years ago; about three or four feet 
was cut off the bottom, and the barn was set on 
a new foundation. In the past, the barn has been 
used for general farming and for raising hogs. 
Today, the barn is used for raising cattle. The 
sliding doors of this barn have been replaced 
with an overhead door. 



Virgil Hartings' barn stands at 345 Cran
berry Road, St. Henry. This barn was built 
sometime between 1865 and 1910. Anthony 
Heiser owned the farm during that time; upon 
his death an affidavit was signed by three 
neighbors, stating that he cleared the land, put 
up the buildings, and worked and planted the 
land for crops. This barn has been used for 
dairy, horses, storage of grains, hay and straw 
for feed, and for storing machinery. Today, the 
barn is used for raising hogs, and hay and straw 
storage. 

The hand hewn posts and beams are evident 
on this photograph of the interior of Virgil Hart
ings' barn, 345 Cranberry Road. In the back 
wall, the light outlines the vertical siding. 
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Robert H. Broering's barn stands at 1069 
Cranberry Road, St. Henry. In 1945 Lawrence 
Broering bought this place. Robert Broering 
bought it from him, in 1969. In the past, the barn 
has been used for cows and to store machinery, 
hay and straw. Today, the barn is used for heif
ers and dry cows, and to store hay and straw. 
The gable roofed barn is painted red, with white 
trim; the doors have white triangles painted on 
the top corners. Note the hay hood over the hay 
mow entry in the gable end wall. 

This Hemmelgarn barn stands at 1551 Cran
berry Road, St. Henry. This barn was built in 
the spring of 1939, to replace the big old barn 
that burned in August 1938. This barn belongs to 
David J. Hemmelgarn. 



Frank B. Hemmelgarn identifies some of 
the men who built the barn at 1551 Cranberry 
Road, in the spring of 1939. From left to right, 
contractor Frank Seger, a neighbor, the next 
two are the Zahn Brothers, and standing above 
is the assistant contractor Tony Rethman. 

This is a view of the framing of the Hem
melgarn barn, 1551 Cranberry Road, St. Henry. 
On the end wall, note the vertical posts on the 
bottom floor supporting the cross beam, which 
supports more vertical posts which support the 
purlin plate (the beam which runs the length of 
the barn supporting the rafters). Note how the 
carpenters nailed cross boards to the vertical 
posts, for easier climbing to the rafters of the 
gambrel roof. No fear of heights was needed for 
the barn builders. Frank Hemmelgarn's son 
David Hemmelgarn, 5395 Fort Recovery Mins
ter Road, owns the place today. 
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Donald and Beverly Rose's barn stands at 
5745 Rose Road, St. Henry. Before Donald, his 
father Edwin Rose owned the place. In 1918, a 
tornado went through the area, but no damage 
was done to this barn. About the only changes 
that have been made to this barn, was to add 
the silo, and general up keep. It is thought the 
barn was built in the late 1800's; the barn is in 
an L shape. The gable roofed barn is painted 
red, with white trimmed windows, and a white 
triangle in the gable end wall. A ribbon of four
paned windows are located across the front 
wall. In the past the barn was used for horses 
and cattle; today the barn is used for cattle 
housing. 

Walter Broering's barn is located at 981 
Huwer Road, St. Henry. The red barn is 
trimmed in white. Beneath the white triangle in 
the gable end wall, note the hay hood over the 
mow entry. In the past, the barn was used for 
housing and milking cows, for storing hay and 
straw. Today, the barn is used for housing dry 
cows, smaller calves, and hay and straw. 



Roger Rose's barn stands at 5810 Huwer 
Road, St. Henry. The ownership is now in the 
third generation, from Edwin Rose to Donald 
Rose to Roger Rose. This big barn was built in 
the late 1800's and was used for general farm
ing. In 1970, a leanto was added to the back of 
the barn, and free stalls were put in for cattle 
housing. Note the sliding doors, as well as the 
hay hood over the mow entry. Today, the barn 
is used for dairy housing. 

OSTERHOLT BP, Mark Osterholt, is lo
cated at 681 East Main Street,, at the corner of 
State Route 119 and State Route 118, in St. 
Henry, Ohio. 
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St. Henry Branch Library 
200 E. Main Street 
St. Henry, Ohio 45883 

Librarian - Pat Kunk 

The St. Henry-Granville Township Branch 
Library was constructed in 1983. The entire 
building is superinsulated and covers 3000 
square feet. The library contains a collection of 
8000 volumes and supports a variety of services. 
Building costs were sourced from a combina
tion of local fund raising and funds previously 
on hand. 

..._ ..... 

The corn crib is full and the wood is cut for 
the winter, in this winter scene in Granville 
Township. 



Kiwanis 

Kiwanis is a world wide service organi
zation appealing to men and women who 
have the desire to become personally 
involved in making their communities bet
ter places in which to live. As a group, 
these men and women achieve what indi
viduals cannot do alone. Working together, 
Kiwanians voluntarily share the challenge 
to community improvement and leader
ship, assuming personal responsibility for 
humanitarian and civic projects that pub
lic authorities are not prepared to or able 
to perform. They include such activities as 
assistance to youth and the aging, conser
vation of natural resources, development of 
community facilities and creation of inter
national understanding and goodwill. 
Whatever their goals may be, Kiwanians 
are motivatd by a common desire to serve 
and to achieve an appreciation of good fel
lowship. Kiwanis is a service organization, 
not a social club. Kiwanis is often a public 
forum. Kiwanis makes its activities 
known. Kiwanis fosters principles of good 
citizenship and human values. Kiwanis 
actions are guided by the needs of its own 
locality. 

The first meeting of the St. Henry 
Council Board of Directors of the Kiwanis 
Club of St. Henry was held immediately 
following the Organizational Meeting on 
May 7, 1985. The newly organized club 
was sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of 
Coldwater, Ohio, represented by Dean 
Schaller. There were 28 charter members. 

Today, the St. Henry Kiwanis Club has 
grown to over forty members. They meet 
weekly at FISHMO'S RESTAURANT, St. 
Henry. The 1989 committee structure is as 
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follows: President Al Homan; Vice 
President Marvin Wourms; Secretary 
Louis Huelsman; Treasurer Linus 
Bergman; Board of Directors Paul 
Niekamp, Ray Post, Art Bernard, Joyce 
Alig, Jack Romer and Clarence Stahl. 
Intraclub Relations & Fellowship 
Committee members are Clarence Stahl. 
Herman Hoying, Vince Ontrop, Dan 
Anderson, and Norm Lammers. Finance & 
Budget Committee Members are Jack 
Romer, Frank Woeste, Linus Bergman, Al 
Romer and Ralph Tumbusch. Program 
Chairpersons are Frank Woeste and Joyce 
Alig. Publicity Committee persons are 
Marvin Wourms and Dave Wolters. Major 
Emphasis Members are Marilyn 
Huelsman, Tom Lightle, Frank Albers and 
Cy Schwieterman. Fund Raising Members 
are Mark Stammen, Mike Link, Mike 
Niekamp and Dave Stammen. Community 
Service Members are Jim Gast, Jim 
Dippold, Al Homan, and Tom Slusser. 
Membership & Growth Members are 
Gerald Bruns, Tom Wuebker, Dick Franck 
and Karl Kaiser. Youth Service Members 
are Glen Miller, Randy Evers, Larry 
Wenning and Karl Kaiser. Spiritual Aims 
Members are Urban Muhlenkamp, Father 
Joe Pax, Henry Lefeld and Jane Arnot. 
Singing Committee Members are Paul 
Niekamp and Ralph Huelsman. St. Henry 
Kiwanis activities have included planting 
flowers and trees around the community, 
having flower garden contests, poinsettia 
sales at Christmas time, Kiwanis Mass 
and Breakfast, Chicken Dinner sales, 
Basketball activities for the youth, Hugh 
O'Brien Youth Foundation sponsorship, 
visiting the sick, and visiting other 
Kiwanis Clubs. 



Rural Fire Protection Association, 
St. Henry Fire District 

The Rural Fire Protection Ass'n. was formed 
because law did not permit having a tax assessment 
for two departments in one township. Half of 
Burkettsville is in Granville Township. June 20, 1960, 
the St. Henry Fire Department contacted a group of 
fifteen rural residents, with the purpose of forming a 
rural fire protection committee. The Saint Henry Fire 
Department was the only fire department in Mercer 
County, which did not have a tanker. The one truck 
was a 1937 model, and was a hose model; it was obso
lete. The other truck was eleven years old. There was 
not adequate fire protection for the rural citizens 
around St. Henry. 

That evening, June 20, the rural committee estab
lished the Rural Fire Protection Association. They 
elected Florence Evers, Chairman; Cyril 
Schwieterman, Vice-Chairman; Alfred Homan, 
Secretary-Treasurer; Ray Post, and Ed Elking. The 
committee investigated the problem of rural fire pro
tection. They also drew up a set of By-Laws for the 
organization. They put an assessment of ten dollars 
annually for every rural residence or business. 

In August, 1960, the committee mailed notices to 
rural residences about this Rural Fire Protection 
Association and invited them to the first annual 
Meeting, October 5, 1960. 

Apparently, the committee continued this collec
tion of ten dollars annually. The 1972 Financial 
Report, included an income of three hundred dollars 
for the Rural Fire Protection Association. 

The October 5, 1977 annual meeting stated the 
dues were still ten dollars per set of buildings, with 
Don Evers, Chairman; Don Kunkler, Vice-Chairman; 
Fred Rose, Secretary-Treasurer; and Jerry May and 
Charles Will serving on the Board. At that time, they 
had 271 paid members; Mrs. Alfred Homan was serv
ing as Bookkeeper. At that time, they had saved 
$8,800 in Savings Certificates. By the October 1978 
meeting, they had 280 members; dues were raised to 
fifteen dollars per set of buildings. They had saved 
$11,700 in Savings Certificates. By September 4, 1979 
meeting, they had 284 paid members and over 
$15,000 in Savings Certificates, to report to the 
October annual meeting. By the October 1980 meet
ing, there were 285 paid members, $10,000 in a 
Savings Certificate and $12,800 in a Money market 
Certificate, with Andy Hemmelgarn, Chairman; Ivo 
Goettemoeller, Vice-Chairman, Ed Dues, Secretary
Treasurer; and Al Hart and Bill Staehler; Mrs. Alfred 
Homan was still Bookkeeper. In January 1981, the 
Association recognized that some accounts were not 
up to date and gave notice to members, because the 
St. Henry Fire Department would charge a $200 fee 
plus retroactive dues for fighting a fire for anyone who 
does not pay dues to any fire protection organization. 
By February 15, 1981, 280 members paid dues; all 
except five members had paid. April 29, 1981, the 
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Association had accumulated $30,000 and put that 
into Money Market Certificates and Savings. October 
1981, the board voted to raise dues to $20.00. 

At the October 1982 meeting, there were 279 paid 
members, and the organization held almost $45,000 in 
the bank. The St. Henry Fire Department was work
ing closely with the Rural Fire Protection Association 
in the interest of purchasing a tanker, and the infor
mation about the one mill levy. Pagers were being 
bought for the firemen. All calls for the fire depart
ment would go to Central Dispatch, and the Fire num
ber at Romer-Knueve Drug Store would be eliminated. 
St. Charles Seminary purchased the old Tanker for 
$3500.00. After serving all this time as bookkeeper, 
Mrs. Alfred Homan resigned the position. Ralph 
Huelsman followed in this position Oct. 1983. The 
organization borrowed seventeen thousand dollars 
from the bank, to make a total of balance of 
$73,916.81. The dues were set at 1983-1984 residen
tial $15 and others $30. At that Oct. 1983 meeting, it 
was also decided that there was no need for a tax levy 
to be imposed upon the rural area. They set the 1984-
1985 dues at $20 for residential and $40 for rural. The 
1983 financial statement showed an expenditure of 
$63,687 for new fire equipment, and $792 for fire 
equipment repair and service. Other expenditures 
included such items as telephone, fuel oil, office sup
plies, fire school, salary, convention expense, and 
bank charges. The September 1986 financial state
ment indicated another ten thousand dollars was 
transferred to the St. Henry Fire Department. The fol
lowing year, another $9,600 was transferred to the 
Fire Department. 

In 1988, the Rural Fire Protection Association 
transferred another $9,850 to the St. Henry Fire 
Department. At the October 4, 1989 annual meeting, 
Ralph Huelsman tendered his resignation for 
December of that year. At the next year's meeting, 
another $9,150 was transferred to the St. Henry Fire 
Department. For 1990, Diane Broering and Les 
Hartings accepted the responsibilities of the book
keeper. 

At the October 10, 1990 meeting, the St. Henry 
Fire Department Committee explained a proposed 
2.75 millage for Granville Township, which would be 
on the November ballot, for the Fire Department. The 
November ballot did pass. At the October 30, 1991 
meeting, the Association discussed disbanding, since 
the Association was no longer needed. Florence Evers, 
the first Chairman in 1960, made the motion to dis
solve the Association; it was seconded and passed. 
Fire Chief Ron Ontrop was present and gave a report 
on the new Fire Department Building in St. Henry. 
The closing balance of the Treasury of the Rural Fire 
Protection Association was donated to the St. Henry 
Fire Department. 



U.S. Post Office Saint Henry, Ohio 45883 
Saint Henry's U.S. Post Office is located 

at 301 East Main Street, at the Walnut 
Street intersection; this building was built 
in 1968. One of the earliest sites of the 
Post Office was in the Henry Beckman 
home on. lot no. 46. The Office was moved 
to the west side of 341 East Main, then to 
lot no. 58, then to 131 West Main, where it 
remained until 1968. 

NAME 

Fread Seewalde 
Henry Beckmhn 
Bernard Panning 
Jacob Kreusch 
John G. Beckman 
Joseph Bruns 

Joseph B. Drahman 
John G. Beckman 
Henry Romer 
Peter H. Rhynard 
Frank Miller 
Henry Steinlage 
Henry A Beckman 
Julius R. Bruns 
Albert J. Beckman 
Albert J. Beckman 
Eugene V Grevencamp 
Eugene V Grevencamp 
Clarance Bernard Stahl 
Clarence Bernard Stahl 
Andrew W. Hemmelgarn 
Andrew W. Hemmelgarn 
Nancy Evans 
Victoria Goubeaux 
Michael A Ringer 

SAINT HENRY POST OFFICE 
MERCER COUNTY, OHIO 

(Originally established as SAINT HENRY'S) 

TITLE DATE APPOINTED 

Postmaster 
Postmaster 
Postmaster 
Postmaster 
Postmaster 
Postmaster 

Changed to SAINT HENRY on December 9, 1893 

07/24/1850 
02/06/1866 
09/18/1868 
09/05/1870 
06/23/1871 
05/19/1890 

Postmaster 12/09/1893 
Postmaster 04/11/1895 
Postmaster 12/02/1896 
Postmaster 10/11/1897 
Postmaster 03/21/1900 
Postmaster 10/21/1901 
Postmaster 10/19/1906 
Post:r;naster 06/03/1922 

Acting Postmaster 08/01/1934 
Postmaster 01/17/1935 

Acting Postmaster 08/16/1946 
Postmaster 03/25/1949 

Acting Postmaster 06/07/1951 
Postmaster 07/12/1956 

Officer-In-Charge 01/10/1969 
Postmaster 12/19/1970 

Officer-In-Charge 02/28/1989 
Officer-In-Charge 04/07/1989 

Postmaster 05/20/1989 

Research Administrator I Historian 
Office of the Postmaster General 

United States Postal Service 
December 20, 1991 
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Daughters Of Isabella 

The Daughters of Isabella, Circle 417, of St. 
Henry, was chartered in 1927. There were 50 
names on the original charter and at the present 
time there are approximately 150 members. The 
D. of I. members have been very active with 
church functions as well as civic projects during 
the past. They have helped fund various projects 
locally as well as nationally. Some of the organi
zations that have benefited from them are the 
Inter~Parish Youth Group, the summer Baseball 
Program, Right to Life, St. Peter Neurological 
Center and the St. Henry Santa House. They are 
also very strong supporters of the local schools. 
Their biggest money maker is the annual Fourth 
of July Community Picnic at which they have 
been in charge of the cake stand for many years. 
They also contribute their time to the daffodil 
Cancer Fund Drive. The members also get 
involved in non-profit community projects such 
as the Breakfast with Santa for the area young
sters as well as the sale of colored Easter eggs. 

The Daughters of Isabella, Ave Maria Circle · 
417, was chartered into the National 
Organization in 1927, with the following names 
appearing on the charter: Pauline Bergman, 
Caroline Dierkers, Cleopha Dillhoff, Norma 
Dillhoff, Mary Dues, Martha Eyink, Leona Gast, 
Juliana Huelsman, Marcella Huelsman, 
Catherine Knapke, Philomena Lange, Philomena 
A. Lange, Anna Lefeld, Clara Moeder, Dolores 
Romer, Marie A. Romer, Loretta Spoltman, Clara 
Stein, Elizabeth S. Uhlenhake, Elizabeth 
Uhlenhake, Nora Vondrell, Henrietta Weaver, 
Kathryn Winkeljohn, Cora Wourms, Priscilla 
Moeder, Regina Eyink, Leona Hartings, Lucille 
N ordenbrock, Helen Gelhaus, Irene Moorman, 
Thelma Davis, Rose E. Fiely, Loretta Stein, Ann 
Dierkers. Teresa Gels, Emma Hartings, Leona 
Panning, Ludwina Lange, Elizabeth A. Romer, 
Armella King, Gertrude Macke, Bernadine 
Davis, Rose Fiely, Agnes Dierkers, Lucille 
Lauber, Elizabeth Schmitz, Marie Albers, Mary 
A. Beckman, Lorene Beckman and Bernadette 
Moeder. 

The 1990/1991 Officers were Regent 
Margaret Schmit, Past Regent, Lou Ann May, 
Vice Regent Bernadetta Lochtefeld, Recording 
Secretary Carol Cramer, Treasurer Joan 
Holdheide, Financial Secretary Roberta Will, and 
Scribe Dorothy Rammel. The 1992/1993 Officers 
are Regent Bernadetta Lochtefeld, Past Regent 
Margaret Schmit, Vice Regent Eileen Bruns, 
Recording Secretary Judy Staehler, Treasurer 
Elaine Reichert, Financial Secretary Virginia 
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Schwieterman, and Scribe Dorothy Rammel. The 
Chaplain is Rev. Joseph Pax. 

The Daughters of Isabella motto, "Unity, 
Friendship, Charity and Sanctity" clearly defines 
the Christian values uniting all Catholic women. 
Total membership is 145. 

Charter Members: standing Dolores Willhoff 
and Agnes Dierkers; seated Ann Janning, 
Clara Moeder and Loretta Rinderle 



The Beckman And Gast Co. 
Cut Green Beans • French Style Green Beans • Tomatoes • Stewed Tomatoes • Tomato Juice 
Plants: St. Henry, Ohio • Osgood, Ohio 
( 419) 678-4195 
General Office: 282 Kremer Hoying Rd. • St. Henry, Ohio 45883 

A canning factory has been in operation 
at the site of The Beckman and Gast 
Company since 1907. Originally the name 
had been The Pioneer Canning and 
Manufacturing Company. A variety of 
items have been canned including red 
beets, carrots, pumpkin, dry beans, bean 
sprouts, turtle soup, and Friday chili
chili made with turtle soup. Pioneer 
Canning changed hands several times and 
was finally purchased by Lewis H. Gast 
and Luke F. Beckman in 1928 and was 
incorporated as The Beckman and Gast 
Company in 1930. In 1950 The Beckman 
and Gast Company was sold to Lewis H. 
Gast and Sons while Minster Canning Co. 
which had been held by Beckman and Gast 
went to Luke Beckman. Currently the 
plant packs whole tomatoes, stewed toma
toes, tomato juice, cut green beans, french 
style green beans, and wax beans. These 
vegetables are grown on company operated 
farms and by local growers. 

Past presidents of the company include 
Luke Beckman, Lewis Gast, James Gast, 
and William Gast. Robert Gast who served 
as the companies sales manager from the 
1950's to 1981 was also instrumental in 
building the company to its position. 
Present officers include Charles Bergman, 
president; William J. Gast, vice president 
of agriculture; Nick Gast, vice president of 
production, St. Henry; Gary Broering, vice 
president of production, Osgood branch; 
and Patricia L. Albers, secretary-treasurer. 

Most sales are arranged through bro
kers who make the direct contact with 
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buyers for the large grocery store chains 
such as Aldi's, Kroger's, and Marsh Stores. 
Merchandise is labeled to customers' speci
fications and shipped year round through 
out the mid west, east coast and many 
southern states. 

Full time employment is at about 20 
with seasonal expansion bringing it up to 
100. Starting in 1985, all tomatoes were 
harvested with machines. Beans are 
picked by a huge 4 row Pixall bean har
vester. 

The plant is clean and employs all of 
the most modern methods for packing a 
product which enjoys an excellent reputa
tion with its customers. 

Horses and wagons provided the trans
portation at The Pioneer Canning and 
Manufacturing Co., which was later incor
porated in 1930 as Beckman & Gast Co. by 
Lewis Gast and Luke Beckman. 



Cooper Foods 

In January 1987, Tom Lightle was appointed by Jim and Gary Cooper to find a location 
for their proposed turkey processing plant. After considering several locations in the 
Indiana and Ohio areas, they decided to locate in St. Henry. During the decision process 
Tom worked closely with Mike Niekamp, St. Henry Village Administrator, the Economic 
Development Committee from Celina and various state agencies. 

Coopers decided on the St. Henry area due to the strong work ethic and the relatively 
low cost of utilities. St. Henry was also centrally located amongst more than 150 turkey 
buildings owned by local farmers who raise turkeys for Cooper under contract. 

The Coopers purchased 100 acres of farm land from the Richard Staehler family and 
the village of St. Henry annexed this land so they would be able to provide water and 
sewage for the new facility. This also would make it possible for St. Henry to build a new 
water plant to supply the village in the future. 

Construction started in October 1987 and was completed in April 1988 only one week 
over schedule. In April 1988, Cooper Foods' work force consisted of 90 people and currently 
they employ around 400 people. The facility currently processes more than 3 million 
turkeys per year and provides more than 60 million pounds of deboned raw turkey meat 
for their further processing plant in Van Wert and for other customers throughout the 
United States. 

The Cooper family also owns a feed mill in Ft. Recovery, a grain facility in Paulding, 
and a turkey hatchery and turkey breeder farms in Oakwood, Ohio. 
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Randy Evers Real Estate And Auction Company 

Randy Evers Real Estate And Auction Company is located at 343 E. Main St., St. 
Henry, Ohio. This company is also associated with Frank E. Arling and and Frank (Wills) 
Ar ling, both of Osgood, Ohio, and they operate as Arling and Evers Auctioneers. 

We sell real estate by private sale or by auction, whether it be farm, residential, or 
commercial real estate. We conduct farm machinery, livestock, antique, and household 
auctions, as well as appraisals for estates, family, and divorce. 

Our auction service offers a mobile office, wagons to store your merchandise, covers for 
inclement weather, PA system, and whatever else is needed to conduct a successful auction 
for you. 

If you're thinking of buying or selling real estate or personal property, call the company 
that can handle it all! 

RLIN& y EVER!i · · 

&itilil·F ii!lfi ---__ .,.. -----,-•si•PIWO -a--

Frank E. Arling 
Realtor & Auctioneer · 
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Randy Evers 
Real Estate Broker & Auctioneer 

Frank J. (Wills) Arling 
Auctioneer 



The Saint Henry Bank 
231 East Main 

The St. Henry Bank was established in 1904 as a private banking institution. We have 
been serving the customers of Southern Mercer County at the same location since 1906. 
Our branch office located in Maria Stein, OH was established in 1975 to serve our cus
tomers in that area. 

Currently the Bank has assets of 82 million. The St. Henry Bank has always been on 
the cutting edge of its industry by offering a wide variety of modern banking services. 
These services range from our own ATM (Automatic Teller Machine) located at both the 
main and branch offices. VISA and MasterCard, discount brokerage, IRA's and any loan to 
suit your financial needs. As a leading Ag lender in the community we are very much in 
tune to our customers' needs. 

The Directors of the Bank are Don Evers, Albert Romer, Betty Romer, John Romer and 
Frank Woeste. Officers are John Romer - President, Donald Evers - Cashier, Frank Woeste 
- Senior Loan Officer, and Carl Hess - Maria Stein Branch Manager. 

Other Employees include Karla Clune, Kathy Fullenkamp, Diane Goettemoeller, 
Bonnie Heckman, Donna Hess, Deb Homan, Esther Homan, Nancee Homan, Marlene 
Klose, Ginny Kremer, Thomas Kunk, Teresa Poling, Elaine Siefring, Diane Siegrist, Linda 
Stout, Elaine Uhlenhake, Anita Wendel. 
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The History Of St. Henry Tile Co., Inc. 

Al Homan, Robert Boeckman, and Ray 
Kremer started the St. Henry Tile 
Company on April 1, 1960. 

This business was started because the 
need of farm drain tile in this area. The 
three worked at Pet Milk Company and 
decided to go into business. Al and Bob 
quit the company while Ray Kremer 
remained employed at Pet Milk. Ray had 
the talents of bookkeeping and office prac
tice, so he spent his evenings during the 
week and Saturdays keeping up on book 
work. They started out by making concrete 
tile from 4" to 15" diameter. They also sold 
bagged cement, gravel, and coal. By 1965 
they sold as many as 35 train car loads of 
coal and they also unloaded coal for St. 
Charles Seminary. 

In 1966 they expanded into the ready
mixed concrete business. They started 
with three used trucks and by 1992 they 
have eleven trucks at St. Henry and nine 
trucks at Berne, Indiana. At this time they 
expanded the number of shareholders. 

They were always busy making tile or 
hauling coal during this time. In 1969, 
they expanded into the brick sales. At that 
time there were five brick dealers in 
Mercer County and by 1992 they are the 
only dealer in the County. 

In 197 4, they purchased Berne Ready
Mix. This company was similar to St. 
Henry Tile by selling ready-mixed concrete 
and making concrete tile, and also selling 
brick and block, etc. 

In 1972, Robert Boeckman, one of the 
original owners sold out to Louis Stahl, 
who has been with the company since that 
time in sales and management. 

In 1981, they purchased a sand and 
gravel pit which supplies them with their 
concrete sand and a small amount of stone 
for their ready-mix operation. This is locat
ed just east of Geneva, Indiana, and is 
called Limberlost Sand & Gravel. 
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In 1985 they opened a store in Celina, 
Ohio due to increased sales in that area. 
They named this store, Grand Lake 
Builders Supply. As the business expanded 
in the Celina area, they also set up a satel
lite ready-mix plant at the Stoneco Quarry 
on Karch Road and hauled the ready-mix 
out of that plant for Celina and the sur
rounding area. 

In July, 1991 they purchased a block 
plant at Greenville, Ohio known as 
Greenville Concrete Products. They gave it 
a new name as Wayne Builders Supply. 
Mike Homan is manager of this operation 
and they now manufacture their own con
crete block. Before this time, they bought 
their block from Lima, Ohio. At Greenville, 
they sell brick, block, and many other 
products related to the concrete industry. 

In 1993, Al Homan is Chairman of the 
Board and now being semi-retired, he can 
generally be found at the St. Henry Plant. 
Robert Homan is President for the 
Company and manages the St. Henry 
Plant. Louis Stahl is Secretary-Treasurer 
and serves in sales and Management at St. 
Henry. Gene Subler is Vice President and 
manages Berne Ready Mix. Mike Homan 
is also Vice President and manages Wayne 
Builders Supply. Charles Lefeld is foreman 
at the Limberlost Sand & Gravel. Dan 
Uhlenhake is in charge of sales at Grand 
Lake Builders Supply. Dave Westgerdes is 
in charge of the batch plant at Stoneco 
during the summer months. 



Burkettsville Community 
Fire Department 

Burkettsville Community Fire Department was 
organized October 26, 1909 with about twenty mem
bers, with Stephen Oliger as chief. The Department 
first had a hand pumper. They had monthly meetings, 
and examined the fire equipment. Other members on 
the Fire Department were Nick Cordonnier, Wm. 
Leugers, George Spillers, Ora Walls, J.A. Flayler, 
John Leugers, George Sanderell, John Byrne, Peter 
Sanderell, Herbert Wimmers, John Werling, 
Lawrence Cordonnier, Hosea Birt, James Birt, Frank 
Birt, C.C. Corwin, Gerhart Kaup, Edward Jones, Mart 
Sanders, Frank Flayler, Aloys Kathman, Wm. 
Blakeley, Cary Birt, and Roy Blakeley. 

The Fire Department had a 1952 truck. The 1936 
truck was converted to a tank wagon. The 1952 truck 
was replaced in 1968. 

The number of fires varies from year to year. 
Some years there were as many as twenty fires or 
more a year. Other times there were as few as a half a 
dozen. The biggest fire the department ever had was 
the Burkettsville Novitiate on State Route 118, which 
burned January 1, 1971. 

Today, the department serves an area of over 400 
certificate holders, (farmers), in addition to the resi
dents of New Weston and Burkettsville. Today, the 
Department has three trucks: a 1976 Grass truck; a 
1974 pumper, and a 1984 tank truck. The Department 
is all volunteer and has monthly meetings. Every 
Monday, a group from the Department checks the 
equipment, cleans the equipment and makes neces
sary repairs. Funds which come to the Department 
are from assessments from the townships, the towns, 
and the farmers. 

Jerry Siefring is Chief; Roger Siefring is Assistant 
Chief; Neil Romer is Assistant Chief. Kevin Thobe and 
Mike Garke are Captains. Lester Tobe and David 
Mestemaker are Lieutenants. Fire men are Edward 
Werling, Douglas Siefring, Jon Fields, Larry 
Dahlinghaus, Chris Heitkamp, Dave Petitjean, Alan 
Siefring, Ryan Foster, Joe Siefring, and Keith Kunk. 
Helpers are Ivo Schwieterman, Dennis Hemmelgarn, 
James Garke, Ralph Dahlinghaus and Gary Delzeith. 
This list is as of the spring of 1993. 
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Cy Schwieterman, Inc. 

Cy Schwieterman Inc. 

In August 1946, Ed, Louis and Cy Schwieterman 
began a service of installing farm drainage material. 
Cy took over the operations in October 1946, and in 
1947 purchased a new 301 Buckeye Ditcher. May 14, 
1948, Cy married Merdella Borger and moved to a 
sniall farm in Cranberry Prairie. In 1953 another 
Buckeye was added, and in 1954 Cy purchased a new 
Speicher Ditcher, manufactured in Celina. New 
Speichers were added in both 1955 and 1956 along 
with a used 1959 Speicher. A Buckeye 318 was pur
chased which digs seven foot deep and 42" wide. They 
began taking aerial photographs in 1958 of completed 
jobs. In 1964, clay tile from Rancor, Findlay, Ohio 
were being palletized and concrete tile were being 
shipped to the job site on individual wagons. Auger 
backfillers were being used to close the open ditch 
after tile were installed. In the late 1960's, corrugated 
plastic tubing from Rancor of Findlay, Ohio and the 
laser beam light were new in the drainage market. 
These two inventions helped to make installation 
much easier and faster. In 1974, an 8000 square foot 
maintenance building with office was built to repair 
the machinery and fabricate the many items needed 
for their operations. Drainage was slow in the 1980's 
due to drought and too much rain. In 1983, a drainage 
plow was purchased with the second plow in 1987. 
The two machines installed much drainage tubing 
(enclosed is a photograph) through the use of horse
power and the laserplane control system. In 1989, a 
PC 200 backhoe was purchased to do excavation and 
in 1990 a Caterpillar D6H dozer was purchased. Mike 
Schwieterman purchased land at 4240 St. Rt. 49, 
Arcanum and built a shop at Abbottsville (Darke Co.) 
He does drainage work in Darke, Randolph, Jay and 
Preble Counties. Dave Schwieterman purchased land 
at 10097 Kohler Road and built a shop at New 
Knoxville. He does drainage work in Auglaize, Allen, 
Shelby and Logan Counties. Jerry Schwieterman 
manages the St. Henry operation at 1663 Cranberry 
Road, while Joyce Schwieterman Gerlach is the Office 
Manager and Bookkeeper. 



Carriage Werkes 

Carriage Werkes 

CARRIAGE WERKES, located at 511 
East Main, St. Henry, has been in business 
since 1988, operating on the philosophy of 
total commitment to customer satisfaction. 

Specializing in collision repair of both 
foreign and domestic vehicles, CARRIAGE 
WERKES believes top quality jobs can 
only be achieved by staying on top of the 
latest equipment and supplies available to 
them today. With the complexity of today's 
vehicles, every repair is completed thor
oughly and individually, keeping pace with 
the high standards of today's automotive 
industry. 

Owner Joe Bruggeman purchased the 
entire operation from Al Luttmer, in the 
spring of 1988 when Luttmer chose to 
semi-retire. 
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Fish-Mo's 
312 West Main Street 

Saint Henry, Ohio 45883 

Fish-Mo's is owned by Dave and Deb 
Stammen. They bought the business from 
Carl Dues in September 1981. The earliest 
proprietor of the restaurant probably was 
Henry Langenkamp in the 1890's, followed 
by Louis Kothman between 1901 and 1908 
or later. John Vondrell followed in the 
1920's, then Ray Fullenkamp, Ted 
Nordenbrock and Henry "Buck" Thieman. 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Dues took over from 
1961 until 1981; they called the business 
"Kite and Katy's Restaurant." (In earlier 
years, barbers, Herman Lefeld and 
Lawrence Sonderman, were in this build
ing.) At present, John Laux and Alice 
Eyink are employees. At the Bar and 
Restaurant, they serve all different vari
eties of beverages. They serve noon lunch
es Monday thru Friday. They also have all 
kinds of sandwiches and soups, pizzas and 
subs. FISH-MO'S have a banquet room for 
parties and/or meetings. The Kiwanis 
Club, Commercial Club, and Community 
Clubs meet regularly at FISH-MO'S. 



Gel's I.G.A. Market 
685 East Main Street 

Saint Henry, Ohio 45883 

Jerry Gels and Ben Romer built the LG.A. 
Supermarket in 1950. In 1950, R & G Market was a 
Clover Farm Store. In 1952, it was serviced by the White
Villa people and finally in 1957, the LG.A. name was 
attached with their operation. Jerry Gels and Ben Romer 
remained partners between 1950 and 1958; Romer left in 
1958 to go into the hardware business at 241 East Main. 
Gels continued in this supermarket business. In 1972, 
Charlie Gels, Jerry's son, took over the family operation 
of the store. Outside remodeling has changed the looks, 
but courteous service still continues. Fresh meats, pro
duce, in-store deli-made pizza and sandwiches, party 
trays, relish trays, and fruit baskets are key features of 
the store. Gels provides the service of the Ohio State 
Lottery Sales. They have a state liquor agency in an 
expanded carry-out department. 

Gels Market - 1971 

Transportation to the marketplace was necessary. One 
market was the LG.A Supermarket, built by Jerry Gels 
and Ben Romer in 1950. In 1972, Charlie Gels, Jerry's 
son, took over the family operation of the store. 
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Hogenkamp 
Funeral Home 
221 East Main Street 

Saint Henry, Ohio 45883 

The Early History of the funeral home in St. Henry 
dates back to Fred Goettemoeller, who operated his busi
ness until sold to Henry Schmidt, who sold it a short 
while after that to Harry & Harold Romer. The Romers 
moved the funeral home to above the current St. Henry 
Hardware and Furniture Store. In 1921 Stanley Romer 
became a partner in the business with Harry Romer. 
Eventually Stanley Romer became sole owner and opera
tor and moved the funeral business to its present location 
on Main St. 

N.J. Hogenkamp Sons, Inc. purchased the funeral 
home from Stanley Romer on July 11, 1960. N.P. 
Hogenkamp ran the funeral home from 1960-1963, his 
son B. Jay Hogenkamp managed it from 1963-1965 with 
Ed Garmann running it for 1965 & 1966, Larry 
Heitkamp began managing the funeral home in 1966 and 
is currently still there. 



The Home Place 

The Home Place in Saint Henry opened for 
business on June 1, 1987, as a sole proprietorship 
owned and operated by Judy Heitkamp. It was 
located at 131 West Main Street in a building 
owned by Otto Rammel. This building also housed 
the old post office in earlier years. After only two 
years this building became too small for the rapidly 
growing business that The Home Place had become. 
As a result, it was then moved to 652 East Main 
Street, in St. Henry in August 1989, when 
Uhlenhake Refrigeration closed its business, and 
no longer needed this space. The Home Place then 
rented this building, as it still does, from Howard 
and Betty Osterholt. This move proved to be very 
beneficial and The Home Place prospered even 
more since that time. 

As in the beginning, The Home Place has 
always featured quality products and service in the 
line of interior decorating. A complete line of floor 
covering, wall covering, and window treatments is 
the basis of the business along with an expert deco
rating consultant service. 

At this time, The Home Place employs a drap
ery installer, Bill Delzeith, three full time floor 
installers, and three office personnel who are Betty 
Homan, and Sharon Post who have been with the 
store since the beginning, and Theresa Delzeith 
who joined the force in 1991. Judy and Betty do 
most of the interior decorating and have received 
numerous awards in area home shows and hope to 
continue the good work in the future. 

L to R: Theresa Delzeith, Judy Heitkamp, Sharon 
Post, and Betty Homan 
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J & B Drive-Thru 
Carryout 
521 East Main 

I ■ 

J & B Drive-Thru Carryout is located at 521 
East Main Street. The Carryout was built in 1977 
and opened for business on October 14, 1977. Jim 
and Diane Griewe owned and operated the carry
out, under the name "Jim's Drive-Thru Carryout," 
until November 1983. At that time, it was bought 
by Bob and Janet Borgert, who currently own and 
operate the business. Other employees include 
Mike Hoying and Deb Hemmelgarn. Beer, wine, 
pop and party supplies, along with pizzas, subs, 
tacos and an assortment of sandwiches are avail
able at J & B Drive-Thru Carryout. 



Jacobs & Sons Logging 
132 North Sycamore 

Kenneth and Marjorie Jacobs began 
Jacobs & Sons Logging August 1972. 
Before Ken started his own business, he 
was employed at Rutschilling Sawmill 
since December 5, 1957. 

Jacobs & Sons Logging cuts, skids and 
hauls logs to various sawmills. The area 
covered for logging has expanded from 
Mercer County to a hundred mile radius. 

In 1986, in addition to Ken, they 
employ their three sons (Tim, Mark and 
Jerry). 

The equipment used to process the logs 
are two John Deere grapple skidders, a 
W14 Case loader and a 120 Prentice 
Knuckleboom loader. The logs are hauled 
in on two Semi Tractor Trailers. 

Jacobs & Sons Logging 
Truck & Logs 

Jacobs & Sons Logging 
Truck & Loader 
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Lefeld Plumbing and 
Heating Inc. 

132 West Main 
Saint Henry, Ohio 45883 

Henry Lefeld began his business in the 
summer of 1955 at 162 North Sycamore 
Street. This building was at one time the 
Henry Wimmers Upholstery Shop. As the 
business grew, the building was replaced 
by a new shop at the same location. In 
1965 it was moved to the present location 
at 132 West Main Street. The business was 
incorporated in 1986. August 1st, 1989, 
Henry's sons Mark and George and daugh
ter Beck took the business over. Others 
employed are Ken Rammel and Kevin 
Luttmer. Henry works part time for the 
company. Mary Lefeld and Elaine (Lefeld) 
Pax both work in the office part time. 

Lefeld Plumbing and Heating Inc. is a 
plumbing, heating, and air conditioning 
contractor. They sell, service and install 
this equipment. The products that they 
sell are Bard Heating and Air Equipment; 
Goulds Pumps; Kohler Plumbing Fixtures; 
Delta Faucets; Aquaglass Fiberglass Tubs, 
Showers and Whirlpools; Aquatek Softners 
and Water Conditioning Equipment. 

Lefeld Plumbing & Heating 



Mercer Beverage 
Company 

Mercer Beverage 221 N. Walnut St., P.O. Box 
346, St. Henry, Ohio 45883 was founded as the 
Fullenkamp Distributors in 1930 by John 
Fullenkamp. Ice and soft drinks were sold prior 
to the end of prohibition. John's sons, Ray, Louis, 
Marinus "Tiny", and Alfred "Red", plus three 
other men worked at the business. In 1933, John 
moved the distributorship to the present loca
tion. New additions were added as new beers 
were taken on. 

Wooden Shoe was the first beer sold when 
prohibition was over in 1933. 

In 1938, Wiedemann, Hudepohl, Anhueser 
Busch, and Carling were added. Beer was $1.25 
per case. In 1946, John made it possible for his 
four sons to take over the business. John died in 
1969. Later they added Stroh. In 1971, the four 
sons sold the business to '{'ina and Nick Litchin. 
Ralph Selby was appointed President and 
General Sales Manager. 

In 1973, Nick purchased Van Wert 
Distributors from Wyant Weaver. This was locat
ed in Van Wert and it added Blatz, Drewerys, 
and Genesee to their distributorship. Also, in 
1973, he purchased Ace Wholesale in Sidney 
from Harold and Rich Frierott. Miller, Colt 45, 
Old Dutch, and Meister Brau were added. 

In 1988, Mercer Beverage was sold to 
Metropolitan Distributors of Toledo. Norm 
Lammers was put in charge of this company. 
Other employees include: Mike Link, Sales 
Manager; Neal Heitkamp and Bob Wourms, 
Sales Supervisors; Mary Kay Prenger and 
Theresa Jutte, office; and Eugene Droesch, Dale 
Miller, Frank Neitfeld, Gary Wourms, Frank 
Puthoff, William Stout, Gary Pottkotter, John 
Rammel, Daniel Eyink, Ralph Uhlenhake, and 
Thomas Prenger. 

Mercer Beverage Company 
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Ron's Service 
301 West Main Street 

Ron and Jane Moeller bought the service sta
tion business from Nip Wehrkamp in April 1970. 
At that time Mobil Oil Company owned the 
building and also occupied the back part of the 
building for its office for the bulk plant. The 
building was purchased by the Moellers for Mobil 
Oil Company in September 1975. This enabled 
the business to be expanded through the years 
from a two bay service station to a five bay 
garage operation. The gas pumps were removed 
in September 1989, enabling the mechanics to 
give their full attention to the repair work on 
automobiles. All major and minor work is done at 
the business-anything from normal service 
work, tire and battery replacement, to transmis
sion and engine overhaul. Currently employed as 
full time mechanics are Bill Dysert, Jr. and 
Bruce Dysert. 

Charles "Tubbie" Schrage had the station 
from 1937 to 1957; Oscar Borgerding and Alvin 
"Squeak" Uhlenhake were his employees; 
Schrage sold out to Wehrkamp in 1957. This 
building was not always a garage. Mrs. Jacob 
Bany built this building in 1910. On the south 
side of the building, there were three places of 
business. Wallpaper was sold on the west side; 
pianos were sold in the center; an ice cream par
lor was managed on the east side. Harry Romer 
had a dry goods business in this building in the 
1920's. Other businesses, e.g. a grocery store, 
were also housed in this building. Dances and 
programs were held on the second floor of the 
building. 

Ron's Service 



Rutschilling Inc. 
311 Western Ave. 
St. Henry, Ohio 

The Bimel Wheel and Spoke Factory, later known 
as the Bimel Handle Factory, began operations in 
1899. The Bimel Company purchased the Moeder 
Brothers sawmill in 1903. The Moeder Brothers were 
operating their sawmill as early as 1884. J. H. 
Hartings was the manager of the Bimel Co. in 1907 
and in 1910 Hartings purchased the sawmill. 
Hartings had the mill until his sons Aloys and Urban 
took over the mill operations in 1925. 

Rutschilling Sawmill was founded in 1952 when 
Lawrence Rutschilling bought the sawmill from Aloys 
and Urban Hartings. In 1961 Leroy and Wilbert took 
over the sawmill when their father retired. They then 
purchased the old Fox and Hess Mill building which 
had been standing empty for a number of years. The 
summer of 1962 they erected the present block and 
brick office building on the site. This contained the 
lawnmower and chainsaw business they operated for 
a number of years. 

In 1966 the sawmill was completely destroyed by 
fire and was rebuilt and enlarged. The logs are bought 
from the landowners in a radius of 50 miles from the 
mill. The mill Rroduces grade lumber, pallets, struc
tural timbers, dimensional lumber and lumber for 
general use by area farmers and landowners. The 
sawdust is used by the farmers for bedding. In 1974 a 
chipper was installed and all slabs and waste are 
chipped and trucked to Mead for paper products. A 
larger chipper was installed in 1979 and more of the 
mill was automated. 

In 1973 they purchased the Lammers property 
east of the railroad. This is used for storage of logs 
and lumber. In 1975 Leroy purchased his brothers 
share of the business and 1978 formed Rutschilling 
Inc. That same year another large addition was added 
to the mill and more automation. 

In 1987 a debarker was installed and all logs are 
debarked before going into the mill. The ground up 
Hardwood Bark is used as landscaping mulch by local 
home owners. 

In 1989 a Vacuum Kiln was installed and all 
types of lumber is dried for manufacturers and hobby
ists 

Today Rutschilling Inc. employees 16 people 
which includes the sawmill and office personnel. 
Deliveries are made by a company truck in a 35 mile 
radius. Contract orders for shipping to all parts of the 
United States and Canada are picked up at the mill. 

484 

St. Henry True Value 
Hardware/Furniture 

279 East Main 

St. Henry True Value Hardware/Furniture 

Larry an<l Pat Balster own and operate St. Henry 
Hardware and Furniture. The west building was built by 
J.H. Romer in 1889; then in 1903, sold to J.J. Romer, who 
had a general store. In 1906, the east side was erected 
and occupied by the St. Henry Bank until 1924. After J.J. 
Romer's death, Harry, Harold and Stanley Romer sold 
this business to Beckman and Gast about 1923. In 1927 
Harry Romer bought out Beckman and Gast. Harry ran 
the store until his sons, Harry, Jr. bought the dry goods 
side on the west and Lowell Romer bought the grocery 
side on the east. Jake Buschor bought the dry goods side 
from Harry Jr., a few years later. In 1975 J.J. Romer 
bought the dry goods business from Jake Buschor and in 
1982 moved the dry goods business to 341 East Main. 
Lowell sold the grocery side to Wm. Lichtle who then 
closed the business around 1962. Carl Kohn opened a 
grocery for a year or so. In 1965 Ben Romer moved the 
St. Henry Hardware to the east side, and in 1973, he sold 
the hardware business to Larry and Pat Balster. In 1981 
Ken Coffield, 341 East Main, sold the St. Henry 
Furniture to Larry and Pat Balster, who, in 1982, moved 
the St. Henry Furniture to the west side of the building 
at 279 East Main. St. Henry True Value 
Hardware/Furniture is presently operated as one busi
ness at 279 East Main. 

Larry and Pat Balster's building at 341 East Main now 
houses Randy Evers' Real Estate; Rod Boring Accounting 
Services; Home Stretch Sportswear, and a residential 
apartment on the east side. 



St. Henry Pharmacy 
314 E. Main St. 

St. Henry, Ohio 45883 

St. Henry Pharmacy is owned and oper
ated by Chuck and Peg Knueve. We have 
been in business since May of 1979. For 
eight of these years we were located at 255 
E. Main St. in St. Henry as Romer-Knueve 
Pharmacy. 

Our many services include a full-line 
prescription service (our specialty), pur
chase and rental of crutches, walkers, 
wheelchairs, canes, etc., health and beauty 
aids, cosmetics, film, photo finishing, 
school supplies, religious and inspirational 
articles, jewelry, greeting cards, L'eggs, 
watches, sunglasses, Esther Price candies, 
Precious Moments figurines and a gift cat
alog. 

We are open for business on Monday 
thru Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. We are 
closed on holidays and Sunday. 

At our pharmacy, service is very impor
tant. It may be answering questions about 
medicines, recommending a cough syrup, 
fitting crutches, special ordering a hard to 
find item and much more. We feel our per
sonal service is your need. Make it your 
goal to visit us. 
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Stammen 
Insurance 

Agency 
310 East Main Street 

Saint Henry, Ohio 45883 

115 South Main Street 
Celina, Ohio 45822 

518 Jackson Street 
Saint Marys, Ohio 45885 

The Stammen Insurance Agency was started by 
Orville "Pete" Stammen on April 1, 1953. The first phase 
of the business was three months of study to pass a state 
test for selling auto and fire insurance. August 1, 1954, 
Pete also started selling life insurance for Columbus 
Mutual Life Insurance Company and is still selling for 
this same company. During the first five years of the 
insurance business, Pete was also working as purchasing 
agent for Mersman Bros. Furniture in Celina, Ohio. On 
February 1, 1958, Pete and his wife Lou Ann had to 
make the very important decision to go into the insur
ance business full time. This was a serious financial deci
sion because at that time they had six of their nine chil
dren. 

On June 10, 1974, a son Chuck, entered the business 
with Pete and is selling all the same companies. The 
agency office was in Pete and Lou Ann's residence at 412 
East Kremer-Hoying Road for 23 years and then moved 
to 253 Main Street above Loretta Homer's Store for nine 
and one half years. Another son Mark joined the business 
September 1, 1982, at St. Henry. The agency is now 
located in a newly constructed office at 310 East Main 
Street since October 6, 1985. On April 1, 1982, the 
Stammen's purchased another agency in Celina at 209 
South Main Street. In December of 1988 they started a 
branch office at 518 Jackson Street in St. Marys. In 1993, 
they moved their Celina Office to 115 South Main Street, 
Celina. 

Stammen Insurance Agency is an independent 
agency representing many different companies. With 
their three convenient locations, they are able to service 
all of the insurance needs, whether auto, home, farm, 
business, life, health, or disability. 

Tom, Chuck, and Mark Stammen standing behind Pete 
Stammen. 



Dr. Ted J. Willmann DDS 

Dr. Ted J. Willmann DDS has his office 
located at 570 D Kremer-Hoying Road, St. 
Henry. The employees are Pat Moorman, 
Juli Kahlig, Tina Swain, Ann Reier, 
Sharon Buening, Diana Sprague, and 
Sandi Pleiman. 

Dr. Ted Willmann moved to his St. 
Henry Office at 161 South Walnut in 
March of 1981. Dr. Willmann is originally 
from Fort Recovery. He attended the 
University of Dayton, where he was gradu
ated with honors in 1977. He then attend
ed Ohio State University Dental School. 

In his new office at 570 D. Kremer
Hoying Road, St. Henry, Dr. Willmann and 
his staff have the most modern dental 
equipment available and are always will
ing to help. New patients are always wel
come. Dr. Willmann especially likes work
ing with children. He has been practicing 
in St. Henry for over ten years. 
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Oakhill Place 
570 Kremer Hoying Road 

St. Henry, OH 45883 

This commercial facility was built in 
1989 by Karl & Pat Kaiser with the help of 
their children. It is currently operated by 
Kaiser Rentals. 

The building is approximately 5,000 sq. 
ft. and is occupied by: 

Tri County Spouting 
Dr Ted Willmann, DDS 

Floral Reflections 
Kids Time Preschool 

Suntan II Tanning Salon 
Tri County Spouting, operated by Steve 

Koesters, is a full service seamless spout
ing contractor. He is also an authorized 
dealer in Vinyl siding and replacement 
windows. · 

Dr. Ted Willmann offers complete den
tal services for the entire family. 

Floral Reflections, operated by Karen 
Dues, is a complete flower shop offering 
silk and live arrangements, meeting all 
your needs. Complete wedding assistance 
is also provided. 

Kids Time Preschool is operated by 
Kathy Davis and staff, as is Sun Tan II, a 
complete Tanning Facility. 

Oakhill Place, St. Henry 
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The Marion Township Trustees, in 1992, are Robert E. Unrast, Lowell Homan, and John E. Bruns. Stanley Homan is the 
Clerk. 

* This page was sponsored by the Marion Township Trustees for the convenience of those who wish to tour Marion 
Township roads, to see the big barns and to appreciate our rural heritage. 

** This map was printed by permission of Spectrum Map Publishing, Inc., 909 Sycamore Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202. 

Marion Township House 
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Zahn-Marion Branch Library 
5 E. Franklin Street 
Chickasaw, Ohio 45826 

Librarian - Janet Schmackers 

The Zahn-Marion Township Branch Library 
located in Chickasaw consists of 2000 square 
feet on ground level, plus a finished basement 
of 2000 square feet. The library, which has a 
book collection of 7000 volumes, offers a variety 
of services to the public. The superinsulated 
building was built in 1985 using a combination of 
local fundraising resources and funds on hand. 

"A Barn-Raising" 
This barn was built to a scale of¾" = 1' or 

1/16" = 1". It is 43" long, 31" wide, and 26" 
high. Full size barn would be about 57 feet long, 
41 feet wide, and 34 feet high. The posts and 
beams are ¾ inch square, the nail ties and 
braces are ¼ inch square. The rafters and ridge 
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pole are 3/16 inch by 5 inch. The pins are #4 
finishing nails cut to 7/8 inch long. (I may want 
to take it apart to make it easier to store.) 

I, Raymond J. Feltz, built this barn in the 
summer of 1990 to show how these old barns 
were constructed. They don't build them like 
this anymore. Now days they build pole barns 
or steel sheds; they do not need these big barns 
to store their hay and straw like they did in the 
past. Now the hay is mowed, crimped and 
baled; it takes less space to store it. The grain 
crops are combined in the field and the straw is 
baled; so·metimes it is stacked in the field or 
barnyard. These big barns aren't needed any
more. Now they need cow stables and milking 
parlors. 

Back in the early days of the 1900 years, 
when the need of a barn would come up, they 
would bring in a portable sawmill (ponymill). 
They would set it up between the woodlot and 
the building site. Then when the weather was 
fit, they would drag the logs that had been cut 
earlier to the saw and cut out the parts needed 
for the barn, such as upright posts, cross 
beams, purloin plates, rafters, nail ties, and 
braces. These parts would be set in piles with 
strips between each tier so that the air could 
pass around through between each piece so they 
could dry out. 

Now the time comes to start the general 
lay-out and construction. The head carpenter 
measures and marks each saw cut every tenon 
and mortise. These measurements must be 
exact so that all corners are at ninety degrees. 
The tenons and mortise must be a snug fit; the 
holes for the pins must all be at the exact spot 
that when the parts are assembled they make a 
solid joint. The pins are usually made of hick
ory. The nail ties and the braces have a tenon at 
each end. 

Now, the building of the frames begins. 
They usually start with an end frame (some
times called benches). They lay the necessary 
parts in the approximate position and start the 
assembling by putting the tenons into the mor
tise holes. This includes the corner, and the 
inner posts, the cross beams and the braces. 
These parts are all drawn together to make a 
solid unit. The pins are then driven into the pre
bored holes. Next, the sill is placed to the bot
tom of the posts. Now this assembly is ready to 
be raised to an upright position. 

Before raising the frame the foundation 
must be put in place. Back in those days they 
used flagstones, shale or limestone slabs. They 
are all split to make a level base for the build
ing. 

Now, it takes a lot of manpower to place the 
frame in the place for raising. After the frame 
is in place they set upright poles at the bottom 
of the frame; then they pass ropes over these 
poles and to the top of the frames. They then 
hook block and tackle to the ropes and to an an
chor some distance from the bottom of the 



frame. Now it takes a lot of power to raise the 
frame to an upright position. 

Sometimes, they used horses to help with 
the pulling on the ropes. They also used poles to 
help push up on the lower side. After the frame 
is up, it is braced and guy ropes used to keep it 
in an upright position as this frame will be used 
to raise the next frame. 

As the next frame is raised, all the braces, 
nail ties, and necessary beams are put in place. 
They may even put a short section of a purloin 
plate on top of some posts. The purloin plates 
run the full length of the barn and some are 
spliced (overlapped) at the posts. 

After all the frames are in place, all purloin 
plates and braces are put in place and pins dri
ven, the frame work is ready for the rafters. 

The rafters are in two parts; the lower part 
reaches from the lower purloin plate to the 
upper purloin plate; the upper part goes from 
the upper purloin plate to the ridge or peak of 
the roof. It mates up with the rafter from the 
opposite side. (Sometimes they are joined to
gether before raising in place.) The ridge pole 
is also put in place as you proceed with the raf
ters. Next the shingle laths, the siding, and 
other outside work are added to the building. 
The roof is also put on. In olden times wooden 
shingles were used. 

The inside work is put in, to suit the farm
er's idea. Everybody has his own system. There 
is no general system to follow for the inside ar
rangement of stables and mangers or bins. 
(Written by Raymond Feltz, State Route 119, 
Cassella, Ohio.) 
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Herman Schwieterman bought this farm in 
the late 19th Century. Herman's brothers, 
Henry and Frank also bought farms next to this 
farm. Herman's son, Clem Schwieterman, was 
the next one to own this farm. Clem's sons, 
Erwin and Earl Schwieterman, are the present 
owners. Herman Schwieterman built this barn 
in the 1890's. The barn was used for cows, 
horses, grain, hay and straw. Today, this barn 
is used for hogs, machinery and straw. Note the 
cross beams, which extend the width of the 
barn and through the wall, under the eaves, 
above the double doors. This method of framing 
the barn gives strength to the barn. This big 
barn stands at 6600 State Route 274, Celina, 
Ohio 45822. 



Regina Schwieterman's barn, 6735 State 
Route 274, Celina, was built in 1921 by Henry 
Schwieterman, after their barn had burnt in 
1920. The barn was then purchased by Ernest 
Schwieterman. The barn was built by a Lima, 
Ohio contractor. A portable sawmill was 
brought in and placed in the woods on their 
property. The neighbors helped with the build
ing of the barn. A railroad load of slate, which 
was around 40 ton, was used for the roof. The 
floor consists of double layers of one inch 2 x 
12's which are nailed and bolted together. They 
think this was purchased from a lumber yard. 
The barn measures 50 feet in height, 40 feet 
wide, and 80 feet long. When it is empty, one 
can drive in a circle in it. The barn was used for 
grain storage, which one could unload on the 
top floor and store it on the bottom floor. There 
was a dairy set-up on the bottom floor, but it is 
not in use now. Today, the top floor is used for 
hay and straw storage. The bottom floor is used 
for livestock shelter. The barn had wood siding 
until 1991, when it was sided with steel siding. 
Two pairs of double doors meet the top of the 
bank. 

An interior view shows the mow at Regina 
Schwieterman's barn. The framing of the gam
brel roof allows for so much space in the mow. 
The two gable-roofed dormers' louvered doors, 
and the window at the end wall allow the sun
light to cast a golden hue across the mow, as 
well as provide ventilation. 
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Charles Henry Schwieterman I, built this 
barn in 1894. This barn was used for storage for 
hay, straw and grain, as well as for cattle and 
horses. This barn, at 6926 State Route 274, 
Celina, is used for hay, straw, and cattle. The 
barn is owned by Ron and Brad Schwieterman. 
Note the barn builder's initials on roof: C.H.S. 

Note the two cross beams, which extend the 
width of the barn, through the walls, under the 
eaves, above the double doors, of Ron and Brad 
Schwieterman's barn. 

-



The date of the building of the barn, 1894, is 
in the slate roof, on the back of Ron and Brad 
Schwieterman's barn, 6926 State Route 274. 

Frank Homan, Sr., built this barn in 1900, at 
7486 State Route 274, Celina. The barn has been 
used for livestock, hay, straw, grain, and 
machinery storage. Today, the barn is owned 
by Steven Homan. 
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The huge cross beams can be seen in this 
photograph. The hand-hewn beams support the 
entire roof; each beam was cut from one tree. 
White-New Idea Farm Equipment used the 
Homan barn for their calendar, and had their 
all-purpose tractors setting on the wood thresh
ing floor. 

Editor's note: When the Mercer County His
torical Society was working on this book, and 
taking photographs of barns, the Steven Homan 
home was going to be torn down, to make way · 
for a new home. So, the Historical Society took 
a photograph of this old brick home, and in
cluded it here. This brick home is typical of 
many of the brick homes built in Marion 
Township. 



An interior view of frame of Steve Roman's 
barn. The two main cross beams extend 
through the wall, under the eaves, above the 
double doors. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leo C. Homan Jr. have this 
barn at 7766 State Route 274, Chickasaw. This 
barn was built in 1918 by Buck Stover (Stouf
fer?) from Neptune. Leo's father purchased the 
farm in 1922 from Joseph Mestemaker. In the 
past, the barn was used for housing horses, 
dairy cows, calves, hogs, storage for loose hay, 
and straw, and grain storage. Today, the barn 
is used for housing cattle, hay, and straw stor
age. The round roof, sometimes called a rain
bow or gothic roof, allows for more space in the 
mow. At the roofline, there is a shght angle, 
which some people call a ski-jump. 
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This interior view shows the strong support 
post and cross beam on the bottom floor of the 
Leo Homan, Jr. barn. 

Casper Clune owned this farm, just on the 
west side of Chickasaw, on the north side of 
State Route 274. Everything burned in a fire in 
1920; the barn, the house, and the buildings. 
Then, Casper Clune built this barn. Mr. and 
Mrs. Alphonse Clune bought the farm, from his 
mother, Mrs. Casper Clune. The Alphonse Clune 
family raised their ten children on this farm. 
The sons Ed and Randy bought this place next. 
Mrs. Alphonse Clune and son Randy live at this 
place; Ed lives on the farm behind this farm. 
The barn is used for dairy, and storing hay and 
straw. 



This is a view of Casper Clune's place be
fore the 1920 fire, where Mrs. Alphonse Clune 
and Randy live today, just west of Chickasaw. 
Notice the low slope of the barn roof, and the 
width of the· barn. 

The Rentz Brothers own this barn at 8139 
St. Rt. 274, Chickasaw. Bernard Borgert built 
this barn in 1911 and the barn was used for draft 
horses and milk cows. Today, the barn is used 
for storage and the feed mixing mill. Note the 
barn still has the original slate roof and siding. 
The foundation is raised enough, that the bank 
is built leading up to the main barn floor. At the 
double doors, one can see the supporting posts 
are slanted at an angle, to give more space in 
the interior. (Most barns have vertical posts for 
their supporting frame.) This type framing on 
the main barn floor is unique to this area. 
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Interior view of Rentz Brothers' barn at 
8139 St. Rt. 274, Chickasaw. 

Greg Lochtefeld, 8339 St. Rt. 274, Celina, 
owns this barn. This barn was built for Law
rence Lochtefeld, in 1920, by Henry Menker, 
Maria Stein; the barn is 84 feet by 44 feet. The 
barn was used for loose hay in mows, wheat, 
oats in the granary, milk cows, heifers, horses, 
sheep in the winter, and a straw stack on the 
barn yard. Today the barn has hay and straw 
bales, and oats, and steers. Lawrence 
Lochtef eld had to build a new barn in 1920 be
cause a tornado destroyed the original barn. 
(see the next photograph). 



Lawrence Lochtefeld's place, at 8339 St. Rt. 
274, as it looked on Monday morning after the 
tornado. There was nothing left of the house but 
the foundation; only the south part of the barn 
was left. The tornado was on Palm Sunday, 
March 28, 1920. 

An interior view of Greg Lochtefeld's barn, 
8339 St. Rt. 274. 
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Donald and Edna Kremer, 8549 St. Rt. 274, 
New Bremen, own this barn in Marion 
Township. This red barn, with the white trim on 
the doors, corners and gable end, was built in 
1909 by a man named Menker. Both the large 
and small sliding doors have windows for inter
ior lighting. The barn was originally used to 
house milk cows, hogs, and to store hay, straw 
and grain. Today, the barn is used for cattle, 
hogs, and to store hay, straw and grain. 

Mrs. Werner Kemper, 8739 St. Rt. 274, New 
Bremen, Ohio 45869, owns this barn in Marion 
Township. The barn was built about 110 years 
ago. The barn was used for hay and straw stor
age, and cows. Today, the barn is used for 
steers, hay and straw. This red barn, with white 
trim on the double doors, corners, and windows, 
has a large bank leading up to two pairs of dou
ble doors. Three windows in triangular config
uration are placed beneath the white triangle in 
the gable end wall. 



Mrs. Werner Kemper's barn may be one of 
a kind in Mercer County, in that it has seven 
cross beams, which extend the width of the 
barn, through the walls on both sides, and can 
easily be seen under the eaves. This is the front 
view; note the double doors have been replaced 
since the first photograph was taken in 1990. (A 
few barns are built like this in Auglaize county, 
just across the county line.) 

This view of the back of Mrs. Werner 
Kemper's barn, 8739 State Route 274, shows the 
cross beams extending the width of the barn, 
through the back wall, beneath the eaves. This 
type framing makes for a very strong barn, 
especially against the wind. 
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This centennial barn, being built in the 
1890's, belongs to Robert Unrast, 8758 St. Rt. 
119. The extension in the foreground was added 
in the late 1960's, to house an updated milking 
system. Prior to that, cows were milked on the 
floor of the barn. The barn has always provided 
hay storage space, but no longer houses the 
dairy set-up. Today, the barn is used for steers, 
and hay storage. 

This big old barn stands on the north side of 
State Route 274 just before the Auglaize County 
line, at 8779 State Route 274, and belongs to 
Robert Fleck and sons. In the past, the barn 
was used for cows, hay storage, and equipment. 
Today, the top is used for storage, and hogs are 
raised in the bottom. This barn is unique in that 
it is one of the few barns, that not only has a 
bank wide enough to lead to two doors, it also 
has a short covered bridge, between the bank 
and the barn. The large stones can be seen be
tween the bank and the barn foundation. This 
barn was built around 1885, and has siding 
which is familiar to many of the southern 
Mercer County barns. 



Michael Niekamp owns this barn at 6133 
Olding Road, St. Henry. The gambrel roof is de
signed to give more interior space in the mow. 
The double slope to the gambrel roof has a lift 
at the bottom of the roof slope; sometimes 
people call this a "ski-jump." 

Alfred Boeckman's barn, 6763 Olding Road, 
Maria Stein, was built in 1903. This barn was 
built with the gable roof, and has a long slope to 
the roof, which gives more width to the barn. A 
pent roof on the south end wall gives protection 
from the elements to those working there. Even 
though the barn is not being used at present, at 
one time the barn was quite active, being used 
for milking, and storing of hay and feed for the 
cattle. 
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An old view of Dennis Homan's barn, 6915 
Olding Road, Maria Stein, shows the layout of 
the buildings. One can see the straw stack near 
the big barn, with the smaller outbuildings be
tween the barn and house. The windpump or 
windmill can also be seen on this old photo
graph. The big barn was built in 1873. Dennis 
Homan wrote in 1991, that the farm was bought 
103 years ago, in 1888, by his Grandpa Theodore 
Homan. Then his Dad John R. Homan had the 
farm. Dennis Homan got the farm as of 1971. In 
the past, the big barn was used for dairy cattle; 
today the barn is used for cattle. 

An aerial view of Dennis Homan's barn, 
6915 Olding Road, shows that the big barn still 
occupies the prominent place on the farm, in 
addition to the many changes which have taken 
place in the farm layout of buildings. The origi
nal brick home can be seen in both photo
graphs. 



A cross cut in the gable end wall identifies 
this barn as one of the very few barns in south
ern Mercer County with this unique characteris
tic. This red barn, with the gable roof, and the 
two pairs of double doors at the top of the bank, 
stands much as it did when it was built. The old 
threshing floor still is strong, in this barn which 
belongs to Gary and Juanita Buening, 6207 St. 
Rt. 119, Maria Stein. The big old barn was built 
in 1875 and has been used for sheltering live
stock including the old horse stalls still stand
ing, as well as the storage of hay, straw and 
grain. 

Summer sunshine is showing the frame of 
the end wall in the Gary Buening barn. The car
penter cut the cross in the gable end. This cross 
has four equal arms, known as the Greek cross, 
or crux quadrata; there are four diamonds, cut 
at the end of each arm of the cross. Less than a 
dozen barns can be found in Mercer County 
with a cross cut in the gable end wall; this is 
the only barn with the Greek cross having the 
diamonds at each arm. 
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Lawrence and Armella Ungruhn's barn was 
built in 1879. This old photograph shows the 
barn behind the fence, as well as the wind pump 
(wind mill), and the clothes line in the fore
ground. This barn at 7039 State Route 119, 
Maria Stein, was used for cattle, horses, straw 
and hay. 

A later view of Lawrence and Armella Un
gruhn's barn at 7039 State Route 119, shows the 
length of this big barn, with its doors trimmed 
in white. Today, this barn is used for cattle, hay 
and straw. 



The terrible 1920 tornado took down the first 
barn at 7176 State Route 119, where Ivo Post 
family lives today. Anthony Schoenlein rebuilt 
this barn in 1920 and used the barn for dairy. 
Today, the barn is still used for dairy, and is 
owned by Rita Schoenlein, 7166 State Route 119, 
Maria Stein. Notice the width of the barn, and 
the low slope, or pitch, of the roof. 

Donald J. Evers' farm, 7318 State Route 
119, Maria Stein, has been in the Evers family 
since 1911, when Bernard Evers married and 
moved on this farm. Don's father Othmar Evers 
married in 1949 and resided on this farm until 
1977. Don, Jane, and their three sons now reside 
on the farm. On the old barn, notice the three 
square cupolas on the ridge of the gable roof; 
the larger cupola and the two lesser cupolas 
each have quadra-gabled roofs. Notice the 
length of the barn, in comparison with the width 
of the barn, and notice the low slope of the roof. 
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Donald J. Evers' barn, 7318 State Route 119, 
was built in 1883, as one can see the date 1883 
painted on the wall just under the gable peak. 
This barn was used for horse stables and a 
dairy barn. Today, the barn is used for a dairy 
barn, and free stalls. The barn was sided with 
painted steel in 1983, on the one-hundredth an
niversary of the barn. 

This is the only barn that the editor Joyce 
Alig visited in Mercer County, that has the date 
cut through the wood in the gable end. The date 
1879 is cut into the gable end and identifies how 
old this barn is. The barn belongs to Bob and 
Harold Homan, 7447 State Route 119, Maria 
Stein. In the past, the barn was used for a stock
yard and a dairy barn. Today, it is used to raise 
dairy heifers. Note the slope of the gable roof, 
and the width of the barn, which is typical of 
many of the barns built at that time in Marion 
Township. 
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This barn was built for Mr. and Mrs. An
thony Homan, 7516 State Route 119, Maria Stein, 
in June of 1950. Bill, Ralph, and Willie Tum
busch and Roman Broering were the carpen
ters. The four Homan Brothers cut the rough 
lumber, about 100 logs in number, out of the 
Joseph Homan woods. Joseph was Anthony's 
Dad. The logs were cut into lumber by the 
Julius Griesdorn sawmill. The frame was 
drilled and chiseled out by hand tools. The 
frame was raised by hand power, furnished by 
neighbors and relations. The barn was used to 
house feed and dairy cows. The old barn was 
moved about a hundred feet south and used for 
feed storage and to house dry cows and heifers. 
In 1979, this new barn was sold to Harold and 
Robert Homan, sons of Anthony Homan. They 
remodeled the barn into a complete new dairy 
setup and a new feeding setup. This was the last 
boxed out frame barn that the late Tumbusch 
built. 

Among the biggest and oldest barns in 
Mercer County must be this barn, belonging to 
Vernon Homan, 7571 St. Rt. 119, Maria Stein. 
This red barn, with the white trim on the doors, 
and white end wall, was built in 1869. Joseph 
Homan, Sr. came from Germany and was the 
first of the Homan family to own this farm. The 
farm then went to his son, Joseph Jr.; then the 
farm went to Andrew Homan, who lives at this 
place. Today, the farm is owned by Andrew's 
son Vernon. 
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Walter Pohlmann's barn on State Route 119, 
was built in 1903. The red barn is trimmed in 
white. The two main cross beams can be seen 
as they extend beneath the eaves above the dou
ble doors. The barn has always been used for 
livestock, and is owned by Walter Pohlmann, 
1753 St. John Road, Maria Stein. 

Bernard Wehrman and Ursula Rutschilling, 
were married October 25, 1916, at St. John 
Church in Maria Stein. This photograph shows 
the wedding party and their guests, ready for 
the all day celebration at the barn dance. The 
orchestra is seated in the front row. Their 
daughter, Viola Wehrman, married Raymond 
Bruns April 24, 1940, and they had their celebra
tion in the same barn. This photograph belongs 
to Viola Bruns, 510 East Vine Street, Coldwater, 
Ohio 45828. 



Lee Eifert's barn, 8647 State Route 119, 
Maria Stein, was built in 1905, by the local barn 
builder, Henry Menker, for Charles Eifert. Lee 
Eifert's father used the barn for hay upstairs 
and for five horses for hauling cream. Then, 
Lee Eifert used the barn from 1928 to 1949 for a 
truck for hauling milk. Notice the triangular 
hay hood at the gable end. This barn is owned 
by Lee Eifert and is being used for storage. 

A fine weathervane and three ventilators 
stand on the ridge of the roof of this barn built 
in 1895 by Henry Tangeman. The barn was used 
for stored grain, hay, straw, cows and horses. 
The barn was later bought by Nick Fullenkamp, 
then farmed by his son-in-law Henry Streacker, 
and then his son Leo Streacker. Three years 
ago, 1989, it was bought by Mike and Nancy 
Homan. Today the barn stores hay and straw 
for dairy heifers, at 8310 St. Rt. 119, Maria 
Stein. 
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Louis Bertke's barn at 6332 Fort Recovery
Minster Road, Maria Stein, is used for dairy, 
storing hay, straw, and machinery. The barn 
has been resided with red siding, trimmed in 
white. 

Another view of Louis Bertke's barn before 
it was resided. The Bertke barn was built in 
1920 by Bill Tumbusch and neighbors. It was 
used for dairy, horses, and storing grains, hay, 
straw, and machinery. Note the windows on the 
end wall, and the rectangular windows in the 
double doors. This photograph is dated Sep
tember 1990. Note width of barn and the slope of 
the roof. 



This interior view of Louis Bertke's barn 
shows the. framing of this big barn. 

This is the earlier barn, which stood at 
Louis Bertke's farm, 6332 Fort Recovery-Min
ster Road. This barn was destroyed by a tor
nado in March of 1920. This is from an old 
photograph, which also shows the windmill to 
the left of the barn. 
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Carl Koesters' barn, 6440 Fort Recovery
Minster Road, is one of less than a dozen barns 
in Mercer County, which has a cross cut into the 
gable end wall. This cross is a Latin Cross, 
Crux Immissa, whose base stem is longer than 
the other three arms; note how the outside 
edges of the arms and stem are somewhat flat
tened. This barn with is original weathered sid
ing was built in 1880, and has been used for stor
ing grain and hay, and cattle and machinery. 
The horses are no longer in the barn, even 
though their stable doors can still be seen in 
their outlines on the north gable wall. Three 
fourths of this barn was rebuilt in 1920, after a 
tornado struck it. The front of the barn is origi
nal. 

The Latin Cross in the gable end of Carl 
Koesters' barn can easily be seen in this inter
ior photograph. 



This interior view of Carl Koesters' barn, 
6440 Fort Recovery-Minster Road, shows the 
framing of the barn, with the vertical posts, and 
the lower cross beam extending from wall to 
wall, and the upper cross beams extending only 
to the vertical posts supporting purlin plate be
neath the rafters. 

The 1947 tornado that streaked across 
southern Mercer County, took down the north 
end of this barn. This barn was built in the late 
1800's and was a strong barn. Therefore, the 
roof was repaired, and that is why the roofline 
is as it is today. Frank and Anna Evers bought 
the farm from Joe Kramer in 1917. In 1950, the 
farm was transferred to Anthony and Marie 
Evers, 1929 Cassella-Montezuma Road, Maria 
Stein. The barn stands at 6697 Fort Recovery 
Minster Road, and is used to house cattle and 
for the storage of hay and straw. At one time, 
the barn also stored grain, and also housed 
horses. 
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After the Labor Day tornado in 1947, Ray 
Feltz and his brother flew across southern 
Mercer county; Ray held his Brownie Box Cam
era out the window and took photographs of the 
farms below. This is Ray's photograph of An
thony Evers' farm, 6697 Fort Recovery-Minster 
Road. Note the north end of the barn is gone 
and the south end of the barn is still standing. 

This big barn, owned Rick and Brenda 
Evers, 6795 Fort Recovery-Minster Road, 
Maria Stein, was built approximately 1916 by 
Bernard Tumbusch and Ben Ruschau. June 11, 
1881, the farm was purchased by Clemens 
Evers from the Hierholzer Family. In the early 
1900's, it was transferred to Frank and Anna 
Evers; in the 1950's it was transferred to An
thony and Marie Evers, and in 1991, the farm 
was transferred to Rick and Brenda Evers. 



The old wooden threshing floor is still intact 
in the Evers barn, 6795 Fort Recovery-Minster 
Road. 

This interior view of the Evers barn shows 
the granary, as well as the mow for storing hay 
and straw for the cattle below. One can also see 
the framing of the barn; note the mortise in the 
cross beam which holds the tenon of the vertical 
post above it. · 
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Another view of the interior of the Evers 
barn shows the vertical posts which support the 
purlin plates beneath the rafters of the roof. An
thony and Marie Evers, the former owners, now 
live at 1929 Cassella Montezuma Road. 

Ben and John Luttmer's barn, 7450 Minster
Fort Recovery Road, Maria Stein, was built in 
1886 by Joseph Beckman and his brother. In the 
past, the barn also housed horses, but now 
houses cattle, oats, hay and straw. In the Labor 
Day 1947 tornado, the doors were blown off the 
barn, and the roof was partially torn off. 



The main cross beams in the Ben and John 
Luttmer barn, measure ten inches by fourteen 
inches. Few barns have cross beams of these di
mensions. Note how the main cross beam ex
tends to the vertical post, and then is mortised 
into this vertical post. On the outside or other 
side of the vertical post, a beam of small dimen
sions, extends from the post to the outside wall. 

This interior photograph shows another 
view of the Ben and John Luttmer barn, of a 
main cross beam. Note the dimensions of the in
clined support of the vertical post. 
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This view of the interior of Ben and John 
Luttmer barn shows the symmetry of the fram
ing, as well as the size of the mow. The marks 
can be seen on the hand hewn cross beam. 

Ed Giere Sr., 8568 Fort Recovery-Minster 
Road, Maria Stein, owns this barn, which was 
built around 1890. This photograph shows the 
barn as it stands today. In 1965 the addition to 
the far end of the barn was built. In 1960 the 
first milkhouse was added to the front of the 
barn. In 1979 it was remodeled to the way it 
looks today. Unlike so many old barns that 
stand empty today, their barn is still being used 
to house small calves and steers. The mows are 
filled to the peak with hay each year for the 
dairy herd. This farm has been in the Giere 
family since 1835; they are the fourth genera
tion to live on the farm. 



This is an old photograph of Ed Giere's 
barn. H.B. GIERE 1909, can be seen writtE:m on 
the gable end wall. With the horses are Henry 
Giere, uncle of present owner Ed Giere, in the 
center; on the left is Robert Reichert and on the 
right is George Reichert, nephews of Henry 
Giere. Note, that the white triangle is painted at 
the peak of the gable end wall, as well as on the 
top corners of the double doors. A window is at 
eye-level in each of the double doors. The stable 
doors are open for the horses. 

In 1904, Adam Zahn owned this farm. The 
barn was most probably built in the 1880's. 
Adam Zahn's son, John Zahn, Sr., bought the 
farm around 1932 or 1933. John Zahn's son, 
Hugo Zahn, got the farm in 1949. (Hugo Zahn 
passed away in 1988.) John Zahn Jr. bought 
some of the land and the big barn. The rest of 
the land, and the house, belong to Hugo's wife, 
Olivia Zahn. This gable-roofed barn was used 
for horses, cattle, and for storage of hay, straw, 
and grain, wheat and oats. Today, the barn has 
been remodeled and is used for storage. This 
Zahn barn stands at 6041 Huwer Road, Maria 
Stein. 
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Note the quarter-rounds of white trim on 
the red barn doors, and the white triangle at the 
gable end of Mrs. Albert Hemmelgarn's barn, 
6164 Huwer Road, Maria Stein. This barn was 
built in 1904 or 1905. They put hay and straw 
which was bailed, in the barn. They also milked 
cows there. Today, they put bailed hay and 
straw in the barn, and some machinery. The 
other outbuildings also are painted red, and 
have this white trim. 

Ralph Reichert's bank barn stands at 6494 
Huwer Road, Maria Stein. The farm has been in 
the Reichert family for 102 years, as of 1991. In 
the past, the barn was used for cows and heif
ers, and to store hay, straw, and oats. Today 
the barn is used to house heifers, calves and dry 
cows, and to store hay and straw. 



Ed Reichert and John, Ralph's father and 
oldest brother, are standing in front of the barn. 

Ed Reichert is standing outside the barn. 

506 

Clara (Langenkamp) Reichert, Ralph's 
mother, is outside. 

Sylvester Reichert, with Ed Reichert in the 
background, at the Reichert farm, 6494 Huwer 
Rd. 



Michael Meier, Roman Meier's grand
father, built this barn in 1883, just as one can 
read the date on the gable end of the barn. A 
Cross, is cut into the gable end above this date. 
This is one of less than a dozen barns in the 
county which have a cross cut in the gable end 
of the barn. In the past Roman Meier's barn, at 
7804 Huwer Road, Maria Stein, was used for 
cows, horses, sheep, hay, straw, and corn fod
der. Today, the barn is used for chickens and 
hay. On the photograph, left to right: Bernard 
Meier, Bernard's sons Aloys and Roman Meier, 
and Frank Meier. 

This barn is 100 feet by 48 feet, and still has 
the original siding, roof, and foundation. The 
barn is wooden pin framed, with hand hewn 
logs. This barn was moved from a quarter of a 
mile west, before the marriage of Bernard Ful
lenkamp and Rosa Streacker. The horse 
stables, (on the left side in the photograph) 
were modified for milking in the 1950's. A new 
milking setup was built in the late 1960's, (on 
the right side of the photograph). In the photo
graph, is Dan Fullenkamp, on the left, who is 
the grandson of Bernard Fullenkamp, and pre
sent occupant of this farm at 8310 Huwer Road. 
On the right, is Othmar Fullenkamp, the owner, 
who lives at 8340 Rutschilling Road. Their dog 
Spot is eighteen years old. 
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Fred Bohman I bought the farm, 8152 In
dian Trail Road, and moved the house to the 
present location and added four rooms. He built 
the main part of the barn about 1909, and three 
smaller buildings. 

Maurice Bohman, son of Fred Bohman I, 
was the next owner. He built additions to three 
sides of the main barn, to make it the present 
size. He also built a garage, milk house, milking 
parlor, tool shed, large calf and heifer barn, two 
silos, three grain bins, and remodeled the 
house. 



Fred Bohman II, son of Maurice Bohman, is 
the present owner. He built the free stall build
ing and put in a lagoon, two silos and a com
puter milking system. One can see the changes 
in the farm at 8152 Indian Trail Road, by these 
aerial photographs. 

Gabriel Dirksen owns this barn at 6143 
Dirksen Road, Maria Stein. The red barn is 
trimmed with the white triangle at the gable 
end, and the white arches on the barn doors. 
The barn was built in 1903, and has always been 
used for dairy. 
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Louis and Pauline Schemmel, 7878 Schem
mel Road, Maria Stein, have this barn today. 
The photograph shows Louis' father, John 
Schemmel, as a teenager, holding the horses 
Pauli and Kate. John's father, Henry Schem
mel, is holding horses Bert and Nora. The barn 
still has the original slate roof. The original hay 
tracks, ropes, hay slings, are still in the barn al
though not in use. Two of the main supports 
were hand hewn. The barn measures 115 feet 
long, 55 feet wide, and 50 feet to the highest 
point. On the photograph, the east end of the 
barn is shown. The horses stables were on the 
east end. The southeast corner was the bull sta
ble; the area is now the milking parlor. 

Louis Schemmel's barn as it looks today. 
This barn is a third generation farm. The barn 
was built between 1900 and 1910. 



The north east side of Louis Schemmel's 
barn, with the big double doors, and the barn 
having the gable roof with five lightning rods. 
Above the double doors, the hand hewn cross 
beams can be seen extending under the eaves. 

The interior view of Louis Schemmel's barn 
shows the granary, the mow, and the posts and 
beams used for the frame of the barn. 
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Cletus and Marcella Heitkamp own this 
barn at 7666 Schemmel Road, Maria Stein. 
Their barn was built in May of 1942 by the 
Wellman Brothers. In the past, the barn was 
used for dairy cows and calves, as well as hay 
and grain. Today, this red barn, with the white 
trim, and white triangle in the gable end, is 
used for storage. The dog house is a miniature 
barn, with its gable roof, red paint with white 
trim. 

Anthony and Linda Broering's barn, at 768 
Voskuhl Road, Maria Stein, was built in 1978. 
Many farms have separate buildings for calf 
raising and milking. This is a multi-use building 
and is used for dairy milking and calf raising. 



Aloys Unrast, 6015 Mercer-Darke County 
Line Road, New Weston, Ohio 45348, was work
ing outside, the February 1992 day that this 
photograph was taken. His barn was built in 
1950 by Edward Subler and has been used for 
livestock. Today the barn is used for dairy. Like 
other barns built in the 1950's, the barn roof has 
a gambrel roof, to allow for more storage space 
in the mow area. 

The early morning sun is casting shadows 
across Paul and Margie Dirksen's barn, 6791 
Mercer-Darke County Line Road, Maria Stein. 
The original barn burned down when they were 
threshing wheat in the summer time. The barn 
today was built in 1934 by Bill and Ado Tum
busch. They worked for a dollar a day, plus 
their meals. Dirksens use their barn as a dairy 
barn. The gambrel roof allows for more space 
in the mow. 
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Rick Bruns' barn, 3231 Chickasaw Road, 
Celina, was built in 1900 by a Mr. Solmon. The 
barn was used for livestock and for grain and 
hay. Then, in 1966, the barn was torn aown and 
rebuilt. It still has the same standing seam roof 
as it did when the structure was built in 1900. 
Today, the barn is still used for livestock and 
hay. 

This farm and barn have been owned by 
nine different owners, but they have been basi
cally used for general farming. In 1947, a tor
nado came through this area and moved the 
barn partly off of its flagstone foundation and 
pusheo the top eighteen mches out of square. 
With jacks, and other miscellaneous equirment, 
it was almost straightened out. It is slil about 
four inches out of sguare. The barn was built in 
the late 1800's by Frank Kunk. Today the barn 
is used for swine production. The barn belongs 
to Edward and Robert Pohlman, 1194 State 
Route 716, Maria Stein. 



Mrs. Henry Pohlman, 1809 St. Rt. 716i had 
this barn. Henry's father Herman Poh man 
built the barn. 

In the spring of 1940, Mrs. Henry Pohlman's 
barn was torn aown to be replaced by a new 
one. 

Mrs. Henry Pohlman had this barn built the 
summer of 1940. Bill Wellman, Sr., Father of 
Bill & Bernard Wellman, built this barn. The 
men are hooking up a bent, getting it ready to 
raise. 
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The men are putting the lower purlin in 
place. 

The men are working on the upper purlin. 
Otto Mescher, Henry Albers, and Leo Hausfeld 
are putting the purlin in place. 

The frame is completed. The gin pole is 
standing up above the framework. The straw 
stack is standing next to the frame. 



Albert and Louis Pohlman are painting the 
barn; the white triangle is a decoration. The 
stable doors are open; the horse is looking out 
the east side of the south end. The kick-door 
with the Z bracing kept the horses in. The porch 
roof, or pent roof, protects the stable doors. The 
1936 plymouth coupe belonged to Louis 
Pohlman. 

The finished barn is 44 feet wide, 84 feet 
long, and is 40 feet from the foundation to the 
peak of the barn. Four lightning rods and three 
ventilators are on top of the barn. Mr. and Mrs. 
Albert Pohlman, (son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Pohlman) got the farm in 1942, at 1809 St. Rt. 
716, Maria Stein. This farm has been in the 
Pohlman family since 1837; they have the 
sheepskin deed, signed by President Martin 
Van Buren. 
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The Cyril Everman family is the fourth gen
eration of the Everman family to live at this 
place, 2251 State Route 716, Maria Stein. The 
barn has all hand hewn beams, and was most 
likely built by the Everman family. The barn 
has been used to house livestock and for feed 
storage. Notice the width of the barn in contrast 
to the length, and notice the low slope of the 
roof, which is quite similar to barns built over 
a century ago in Marion Township. 

This aerial view of Lawrence Bruns' farm, 
7902 Indian Trail, Maria Stein, was taken in Oc
tober 1982. It shows more of the modern build
ings; the 16 x 52 silo was built in 1961 and the 20 
x 68 silo was built in 1982. The storage shed was 
constructed in 1978; the free stall cattle building 
in 1981. 



This aerial view of Lawrence Bruns' farm 
7902 Indian Trail, was taken in 1958. The smali 
building southwest of the barn was built in 1892; 
the present home was also built approximately 
in 1891-1892. The barn was built a few years 
later. In the past, the barn was used for dairy 
and horses, as well as grain, hay, and straw 
storage. On the front of the barn, above the dou
ble doors, is written FRED BRUNS. The doors 
and windows are all trimmed in white, as is the 
white triangle in the gable end. The windpump 
can be seen to the right of the barn. Perhaps, 1t 
was a Monday, because the clothes can be seen 
drying on the clothes line. 

Anthony Bruns' barn, 575 State Route 716, 
Maria Stein, was constructed by a Mr. Borgert 
in 1894. The barn was 48 feet wide and 92 feet 
long, with a 12 foot extension. They used eight 
50 foot long beams, hand hewn, to support the 
barn (across the width of the barn) ; 2½ feet 
were needed for a splice on each of these 
beams. The short beams were sawed; wooden 
pegs were used throughout the barn. The in
terior of the barn is about the same as when it 
was built. On this photograph of John Bruns 
family in 1914: first the hay rake, then Fred 
Bruns, John Bruns (father of Fred), Anthony 
(born in 1903 and the present owner), Mary 
(Clune) Bruns (wife of John), Francis (Bruns) 
Bergman, Cecilia (Bruns) Heitkamp. The horse 
stable doors are open. The five louvered vents 
let the air in for ventilation. 
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Today, Anthony Bruns' barn, 575 State 
Route 716, is used for feed storage; a renter 
raised feeder calves in the barn. In 1932, the 
shingled roof was replaced with galvanized tin 
roof. All the barn siding and doors are the orig
inal except for the south side; the horse stable 
doors were removed and the entire side was re
placed with siding. The south side is the only 
side which has been changed on the barn. 

The barn was moved off its foundation in 
the Labor Day tornado, 1947. The cars are 
parked by the house, for all the people who 
came to help the day after the tornado. This is 
Alvina Riethman's home place; today the own
ers are Mark and John Riethman, 1440 Rolfes 
Road, Maria Stein. 



When the Riethman barn was rebuilt at 1440 
Rolf es Road, they lowered the roof two feet. 
The front, or west, side, has the bank leading to 
the double doors. The original glass windows in 
the double wagon doors have been replaced 
with plastic. On the foundation, there are open
ings with bars to let in air for ventilation, yet 
keep animals out. 

The east side of the Riethman barn has the 
double doors they can open. In the past, they 
threshed in the barn, and the grain was put in 
the barn in the granary. The straw was blown 
out the doors onto the strawstack in the cow 
yard. 
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The wooden threshing floor of the Riethman 
barn has a square trapdoor where the hay and 
straw was thrown down from the mow. A gran
ary is in the corner. In the back is a wagon box, 
where they used to put grain. 

The interior framing of the Riethman barn 
not only shows the frammg, but also the basket
ball net for the kids. 



The old horse stables, built next to the stone 
foundation, stand empty now. The stairs lead up 
to the main threshing floor. Notice the size of 
the beams and posts which support this. Rieth
man barn, 1440 Rolfes Road. 

Othmar Homan, 1731 Rolfes Road, Maria 
Stein, has owned this farm since 1976. Lawrence 
Homan owned it from 1947 to 1976. John Homan 
owned the farm from 1890 to 1947. One can see 
the big barn in its relationship to the other 
buildings on the farm. 
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On the roof, J. Homan, 1895, tells the owner 
(John Homan), as well as the year, 1895. The 
barn was built by Henry Menker, known for his 
barn building. The barn is 52 by 96, with 18 foot 
sides. Comparing the width to the length and 
looking at the slope of the roof, one recognizes 
that this barn is built similar to other barns of 
the 1890's in Marion Township. When John 
Homan built this barn and put his name on it, 
he meant for this barn to last; it has almost 
reached the century mark and looks like it will 
last another century. 

Urban and Mildred Knapke's barn, 2165 
Rolfes Road, Maria Stein, was built in 1894 by 
Henry Menker, who was known for barn build
ing. One can see the stone foundation, next to 
the bank leading to the double doors. It a.Ppears 
as if the main cross beams are extendmg be
neath the eaves, above the double doors. This 
barn has been used for cattle, and hay storage. 
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This barn was built before 1893, when Henry 
Budde bought it. The size of this barn is 73 x 47. 
The frame _is all made of 10 x 10 hewn logs, put 
together with wooden pegs. The farm was orig
inally bought from the United States govern
ment by Frederick Elking; the deed was signed 
by President Martin Van Buren on March 15, 
1837. On October 17, 1893, Henry Elking sold the 
farm to Henry Budde who later passed it on to 
his son, Julius Budde. The farm is still in the 
Budde name, Mrs. Julius Budde, 2284 Rolfes 
Road, Maria Stein. The barn has been used for 
livestock - horses, cows, and calves - and for 
storing grain, hay, and straw, feed for the ani
mals. The gable end wall has siding on it. The 
two stable doors are two pairs of dutch doors 
whereby the upper and lower parts swing inde
pendently of each other. They have an added X 
brace for support and to prevent the horse from 
kicking through the door. The upper portions of 
the doors can be opened for the horses to not 
only enjoy the fresh air, but also see what is 
going on because they are social animals; while 
the lower portion is closed, keeping them in the 
stable. 

516 

Bernd Mescher bought the farm from the 
Government in 1837. Mary Mescher married 
Die_drick Puthoff and had the farm next. Then, 
their son Anthony Puthoff had the farm fol
lowed by Anthony's son Merinus who no~ has 
the farm. Merinus Puthoff 719 Saint Johns 
Road, Maria Stein, has the 'original deed· the 
land grant on parchment. Diedrick Puthoff 
Merinus' grandfather, built this barn. The bar~ 
was used for ge~eral purpose; livestock, grain, 
hay, and machmery. This beautiful big barn 
was destroyed by fire, June 24, 1971: 

Joe Kemper bought this farm at 1200 St. 
Johns Road, Maria Stein, about 1930. Joe's son, 
Wilbert and Joseph Jr. Kemper took over the 
farm about 1987. (This place was homesteaded 
by Henry Arnold Bergman in 1844.) H. Arnold 
Bergman built this barn about 1885. The barn is 
116 feet by 55 feet and has hand hewn beams 
and is wooden pinned. This barn is one of the 
longest barns in the area. The red barn is 
trimmed in white. Note that this barn has seven 
lightning rods along the roof ridge. The barn 
has been used for dairy and hogs· today it is 
used for dairy. ' 



Othmar F. Bergman's barn, 1367 St. Johns 
Road, Maria Stein, was built in 1896, and is one 
of the grand old barns built by the well known 
barn builder Henry Menker. If one looks 
closely, one can see the matched pair of main 
cross beams extending through the wall, under 
the eaves, just above the two pairs of double 
doors. This barn has served as a working farm 
barn for almost a century; today the barn is 
used for livestock (goats) and storage. 

This is a close-up interior view of the 
Othmar Bergman barn whereby one can see 
one of the two main cross beams which not only 
extend from wall to wall, but also support the 
frame of the barn. Note there is no post beneath 
this cross beam; however, a vertical post is 
mortised and pegged into the cross beam, and 
which vertical post goes up to support to purlin 
plate. 
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An interior view of the Othmar Bergman 
barn shows the other main cross beam which 
extends from wall to wall. Note the vertical 
posts and their role in the framing of the barn. 

This interior view of the Othmar Bergman 
barn illustrates the framing of the barn, past 
the two main cross beams. Grain was stored in 
the granary. The mow afforded plenty of space 
for hay storage for the livestock. The main floor 
of the barn afforded space for farm machinery, 
as well as space for the livestock, at 1367 St. 
Johns Road. 



Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wendeln's barn, 1960 
St. Johns Road, Maria Stein, was built in 1910 
by Frank Woeste. The ba_rn was used form~
ing cows, and cow housmg, as well as gram 
stora$e, hay and straw storage. The roof on the 
barn is the original roof. The barn was covered 
with white metal siding about twenty years ago. 
Today the barn is used for dry cow housing, and 
hay and straw storage. 

This barn is one of the most unique barns in 
Mercer County. It is located at the Maria Stein 
Center Sisters of the Precious Blood, 2291 St. 
Johns Road, Maria Stein. The barn was built 
about 1846 or 1848, by the Brothers of the Pre
cious Blood, and was used as the main barn, 
until other outbuildings were built. Then the 
barn was used as a pig barn. Today, the barn is 
used for storage. Barnologists, people who like 
to study barns, will acknowledge this barn for 
its Dutch framing. The barn is wider than most 
barns in the area, and has a low roof slope, or 
pitch. The double doors, protected by a slight 
overhang, are in the gable end wall, instead of 
the side wall. Inside this barn, the cross beams 
do not extend from wall to wall. The cross 
beams are extended from one vertical post to 
the other, in the H frame called a bent; the 
cross beams are then cut, so the tenon of the 

cross beams can extend through the cut or mor
tise in the vertical post. The cross beam tenon 
only extends through the vertical post mortise, 
for a few inches and then is rounded off. These 
cross beams are much larger in dimension than 
most of the cross beams in local barns. In most 
local barns, the walls are higher, and the cross 
beams extend from wall to wall; some in south
ern Mercer County actually extend through the 
wall, and are rounded off under the eaves. In 
this photograph, one can see the small doors 
along the wall, which were probably stable 
doors. Three windows in triangular configura
tion can be seen in the gable end wall. Obvi
ously, this is not the original roof; ~me won_ders 
if the original roof had shingles. With consider
ation for its European roots in design, one 
would almost expect to see a thatched roof. 

This history of this farm, 2563 Saint Johns 
Road, Maria Stein, dates back to 1835. Fer
dinand Deshe purchased this 80 acres for one 
hundred dollars from Joseph Young, receiver of 
Miami Canal Lands granted by the State of 
Ohio and signed by Robert Lucas, Governor of 
the State of Ohio on the 20th day of May 1835. 
By Ferdinand Deshe's will, the land was trans
ferred to Ferdinand Desch, Jr., on August 12, 
1886 · the spelling was probably changed in the 
cha~ge from German to English. Ferdinand's 
wife Anna Desch purchased the farm from Fer
dinand's heirs on February 13, 1925 and con
tracted to sell to Henry Bertke on the same 
date. The deed was transferred to Henry Bertke 
September 25, 1925. Henry Bertke s~ld to his s~n 
Alvin Bertke on May 18, 1934; Alvm sold to his 
son Thomas Bertke January 29, 1968. Thomas 
Bertke then sold to Edmund Giere Sr. on March 
5, 1973. (Photo dated 1953) 
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Edmund L. Giere Sr., 8568 Fort Recovery
Minster Road, Maria Stein, has the barn as it 
looks today, as it stands at 2563 St. Johns Road. 
John Dash built the barn. It had been used for 
housing horses, cattle, and hogs, and storage of 
hay, grain and machinery. Today, the barn is 
used for housing replacement heifers and stor
ing of machinery. 

This aerial view of Paul and Mary Ann Kre
mer's farm, 2570 St. John's Road, Maria Stein, 
shows the big barn, in relation to the other 
buildings on the farm, including the beautiful, 
old brick home. The barn was built around 1890, 
and the beams are all wooden-pinned. In the 
past, the barn was used to house horses and cat
tle, as well as store hay and grain. Today, the 
barn is used to feed and raise calves and steers, 
and to store hay and straw. 
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Gerald Knapke's barn, 2649 St. Johns Road, 
Maria Stein, was built in 1904, by Henry 
Menk er, a local barn builder. This place has 
been in the Knapke name; the first owner was 
Bernard Knapke, then Joseph Knapke, then his 
son Leander Knapke, then his son Gerald 
Knapke. The barn has been used for horses and 
cows and hogs, as well as hay and straw and 
grain. The red barn is trimmed in white, with a 
white triangle at the gable end. Three small 
windows are in the side wall. 

Gerald & Mary 0. Roeckner's farm, 2772 
Saint Johns Road, Maria Stein, has been in the 
Roeckner name since 1846; it has been passed 
down four generations. The barn is 90 feet by 50 
feet, and stands 30 feet high. It was built with 
hand-hewn beams and is pegged together with 
wooden pegs. The outside was resided with 
shingles and a cement foundation was added in 
1947. This barn is probably well over one 
hundred years old; it is also built similar to 
other barns in Marion Township, with observing 
the width and the length of the barn, and the 
low slope or pitch of the roof. The barn was 
used for cattle, and grain and hay storage; now 
the barn is used for storage. 



This barn was built in 1928, and was used 
mainly for livestock. Today, the barn is used for 
feed and grain storage, by the owner, Robert 
Poeppelman, 119 Kremer Road, Yorkshire, 
Ohio 45388. This gable-roofed barn has one pair 
of double doors on the side, with two smaller 
service doors on the gable end wall. A nightlight 
is placed above the window at the peak of the 
gable end. 

This farm on Kremer Road is now in the 
fourth generation of the Walterbusch family, 
with William as the first owner, Leo as the sec
ond owner, then Ivo Walterbusch, who lives at 
410 Kremer Road, and now Ron Walterbusch, 
450 Kremer Road. The barn is nearly a century 
old. This photograph of the buildings was taken 
in the 1940's, and one can see the importance of 
the barn in relation to the other buildings. The 
windmill can be seen in the center of the yard; 
some people call this a windpump. 
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This view of the Walterbusch barn shows 
that the double doors have a pair of windows at 
the top. There is a pent roof over the end of the 
barn, which provided shelter from the ele
ments. A white triangle can also be seen in the 
gable end. This barn has always been used as a 
dairy barn. 

Frank Prenger owned the barn, and built 
this barn, with the help of the barn builder, Bill 
Wellman, and the neighbors, in November 1938, 
after the former barn burned. Today, the barn 
is owned by Don Prenger, 832 Kremer Road, 
Maria Stein. 



This view shows the wood shed and chicken 
house blackened by the barn fire at Frank 
Prenger's farm. 

The main bents of the barn are being raised 
into place by Greg Prenger, Frank Prenger, 
and their neighbors. 
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Neighbors are working on the Frank Preng
er barn. The men on top of the bent are putting 
in the wooden pegs. On this side of the bent, one 
can see the vertical pole, with the short piece of 
wood on the end; this was probably used as a 
pike, to help push the bent into a vertical posi
tion. 

Greg, Lee, Alvin, and Frank Prenger are 
refilling the barn with hay. Their team of 
horses stand in front of the double doors. This 
barn has been used for dairy cows, as well as 
storage of grain and hay. 



Robert "Bud" Mescher owns this barn at 
1189 Kremer Road, Maria Stein. Ben Bergman 
built th barn in 1886 and the barn was used for 
livestock, grain, hay and straw. Today the barn 
is used for hay and straw. Mr. Mescher is on his 
tractor in front of the barn. Notice the main 
cross beams, extending beneath the eaves, 
above the double doors. Two small square win
dows are in the upper part of the double doors. 

A. Hinders owned the farm, and sold it to 
John Kremer. John Kremer bought this place 
about 1890-1891, and the barn and house were 
here then. (The house was built within a year 
after the barn.) The barn has hand hewn 
beams. The two main cross beams go from wall 
to wall, and extend out under the eaves. The 
original horse stalls were torn out by John Kre
mer. Anthony Schoenlein bought the farm from 
the estate of John Kremer in 1955. Anthony's 
daughter Esther and her husband Walter Reth
man moved here in 1956. Walter Rethman tore 
out the old threshing floor. He uses the barn for 
dairy cattle. The old grain bins are still on the 
top floor. The Walter Rethman family live at 
this farm, 1456 Kremer Road, Maria Stein, Ohio 
45860. 
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This building on Walter Rethman's place, 
1456 Kremer Road, was built about 1918 by John 
Kremer. Not many buildings are built like this 
three story building. On the bottom floor, they 
housed hogs, and there was a furnace to provide 
the heat. They stored small grain and had a 
corn crib on the main floor. This main floor had 
a bank on the gable end; this bank had a big 
cistern under it. On the third floor, they put 
straw. On this third floor, they had two ducts, 
whereby they could throw straw down to bed 
hogs on the bottom floor. 

Wilbert and Joseph J. Kemper bought the 
farm at 1741 Kremer Road, in 1967. The barn is 
46 feet high and 42 feet wide, and 84 feet long. It 
has a twenty-foot attached tool shed in back, 
and a milking parlor and milk house on the 
south side. Note the diamond windows in the 
double doors and the two smaller sliding doors. 
The rounded roof, sometimes called a rainbow 
or gothic roof, has a slight slope, just over the 
walls; this slope is sometimes called a skijump. 
The barn was built in 1920 by Roman Kremer. 
Kremer Road must have been named for the 
Kremer family. The barn was used for dairy; 
now it is used for beef cattle. Wilbert and 
Joseph J. Kemper live at 1200 St. Johns Road. 



Linus Bruns, 2160 Kremer Road, Maria 
Stein, owns this barn. This is another barn built 
by the local barn builder, Henry Menker; this 
barn was built in 1910. Note the windows in the 
double doors, as well as the other doors; one 
window, with nine panes over six panes, is in 
the gable end wall. The stable doors can be seen 
at the end wall. An addition was made to the op
posite end wall. In the past the barn was used to 
feed livestock; today the barn is used for 
machinery storage. 

This farm has been in the Bruns family for 
several generations, and now belongs to Ronald 
Bruns, 2308 Kremer Road, Maria Stein. When 
the first Bruns family came from Germany, 
they built a log house and log buildings. 
Ronald's grandfather John Bruns, had a frame 
house built, and the Menkers built the barn in 
the early 1900's. Ronald built a new house, and 
had the old house de.molished this past year. His 
father, Clarence Bruns, now lives in Chapel 
Hill, Maria Stein. In the past, this bank barn 
was used for milking, as well as storage of hay, 
cornfodder, oats and wheat granary. Today, the 
barn is used for raising steers and heifers. If 
one looks closely, · one can see that there is a 
bridge between the bank and the barn. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Stanley H. Bertke, 2413 Kre
mer Road, Maria Stein, own this barn. This 
barn was built during our nation's Centennial 
celebration in 1876. This barn has always been 
used as a dairy barn. Notice the width of the 
barn in comparison with the length of the barn, 
and the low slope of the roof. 

Mrs. Clem Schulte's barn stands at 2869 
Mercer-Auglaize County Line Road, New Bre
men, Ohio 45869. The barn has been used for 
dairy, and storing hay and straw. The red barn 
is trimmed in white; notice the direction of the 
shadows cast by the barn in the spring sunlight. 



This is a winter scene of Mrs. Clem 
Schulte's barn. Notice one corn crib full and one 
empty. Also, notice the direction of the shadows 
cast in the winter sunlight. 

This is the appearance of the barn at 3277 
Goettemoeller Road, Celina, when Jerry Will 
Jr'. purchased his farm from Gregory Schaefer 
in September of 1986. The barn had its original 
shingle roof and siding. Since Jerry bought the 
farm, he has been slowly remodeling the barn 
by replacing the roof, siding, and removing the 
old milking parlor, and remodeling the interior 
for swine production. 
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This view of Jerry Will Jr. farm shows the 
progress being made on remodeling the barn. In 
the past, the barn was used for dairy produc
tion; now the barn is used for swine production. 

Nick Meier's barn, 1125 Homan Road, 
Maria Stein, was built in the 1860's, and is cer
tainly one of the older barns in the county. The 
painting of the cow on the gable end certainly 
identifies this barn as being a dairy barn. The 
original builders built this barn to last; it has 
withstood the test of time, having survived over 
130 years. 



Looking closely at this barn, one can see the 
cross beams extending under the eaves of this 
gable-roofed barn. This barn was built in 1916, 
on the same site of the barn, that burned down 
in 1916. This barn stands at 7208 Huwer Road, 
and belongs to Nick Meier, 1125 Homan Road, 
Maria Stein. 

LeRoy Piekenbrock's barn was built in 1911, 
at 1729 Homan Road, Maria Stein. This old 
photograph shows the barn, the old home, and 
the windmill (windpump). In the past, the barn 
was used for storing hay and straw; cows and 
horses were housed on the bottom. Today, the 
barn is used for storing hay and straw, and for 
cattle. 
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Albert Schoenlein's barn was built at 2253 
Homan Road, in 1880, by Bernard Albers. 
Notice the low slope of the gable roof of this old 
barn. The three windows give light to the mow, 
as well as the door providing entryway. This 
barn has always been used mostly for livestock. 

This big old barn was approximately 120 
years old in 1992, and is 52 feet by 102½ feet. 
This barn has a hand hewn beam, across the 
width in the center, which is 52 feet long, and 
14½ inches by 12½ inches. Look very closely at 
the double doors, under the eaves, and see the 
cross beams extending through the wall under 
the eaves. This barn belongs to Viola L. Homan, 
2992 Homan Road, and the farm has been in the 
Homan name since 1857. 



Robert Kelch bought this farm from Annie 
Griesdorn, during World War II, in the 1940's. 
Part of the barn is hand hewn; part is sawed 
posts and beams. They used to milk in the barn. 
Robert remembers that this barn was here 
when he was a kid walking to Dwenger School; 
he is 81 years, February 14, 1992; therefore the 
barn was standing here at the time of World 
War I. This gable-roofed white barn is located 
at 344 Clune-Stucke Road, Maria Stein. 

Of fewer than a dozen barns in Mercer 
County, this barn has a cross cut in the wall of 
both gable ends of the barn, which was built in 
1886, and belongs to Jim and Pam Stucke, 501 
Clune-Stucke Road, Maria Stein. This particu
lar cross is a Latin Cross, crux immissa, whose 
base stem is longer than the other three arms. 
Notice the slope of the gable roof, in compari
son with the width of the barn, and the length of 
the barn. In the past, the barn housed horses, 
dairy cattle, hogs, and stored grain, hay, straw, 
and corn fodder. Today, equipment and supplies 
are stored. 
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An interior view of the cross, cut into the 
gable end of the Jim and Pam Stucke barn. 

An interior view of the mow of Jim and 
Pam Stucke's barn. Notice the top cross beam 
of each bent, extends through the mortise, and 
is cut off. This type framing shows a Dutch in
fluence in the building design. Not many barns 
in Mercer County are built with this type fram
ing. The cross can be seen in the end wall. 



A close-up view of the tenon extending 
through the. mortise, being pinned with the 
wooden pin. The vertical post supports the pur
lin, in the Stucke barn, 501-Clune-Stucke Road. 
The cross can be seen in the end wall. 

• 

This Clune barn stood at 1414 Clune-Stucke 
Road, Maria Stein. The owners were Maxmil
lian and Maria Clune, then Herman and Chris
tine Clune, then Clarence and Ida Clune, and 
today, Jerome and Patricia Clune. The family 
on the photograph is most likely Herman's fam
ily. The barn is 90 feet long, 48 feet wide, and 50 
feet high. A previous log barn on the property 
was torn down and they used the logs for floor
ing joists for this barn; they are hand-hewn, 18 
inches to two feet wide. The main beams the 
length of the barn have only one spice in 90 feet, 
with a two-foot overlap; that means 47-foot 
trees hewn by hand. (The three cupolas are no 
longer on the barn today.) 
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This 1930 view shows the place when Clar
ence and Ida Clune were married. Note that 
this photograph was torn in half during the 1947 
tornado. The 1947 newspaper report of the tor
nado stated, "The brick house; the violent wind 
tore off the top of the house and walls on the 
north, west and south sides. The frame building 
attached to the house was used as a kitchen. In 
the alleyway between the two buildings, 13 
people crouched when the storm hit, and they 
escaped injury." Jerry Clune was five years 
old; he said he would never forget the day. 
Even though the storm ripped off the top sec
tion of the barn, the big, red-oak beams held 
fast; the barn was shifted six inches off the 
foundation, but it did not collapse. Ida Clune 
said that even though the walls were taken from 
the house, a dresser was standing in the corner, 
next to the wall, and was not touched . 

This photograph was taken of the Jerry 
Clune farm, 1414 Clune-Stucke Road, in 1949. 



This photograph was taken of the Jerry 
Clune farm in 1974. Note the bank leading up to 
the double doors; a covered-bridge connects the 
bank to the barn. One of the double doors has a 
small door in it; this small door within the 
larger door is called a Guichet. 

This interior view of the Jerry Clune barn, 
shows the cross beams as they extend through 
the mortises of the vertical posts, just inside the 
double doors. The tenons extending through the 
mortises and then being rounded off, is a rare 
sight in Mercer County barns. Barnologists 
(those who study barns) compare this type 
framing with Dutch framing of barns. Of 
course, another barnologist will state that this 
is a German bank barn! 
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At 1818 Clune-Stucke Road, John Schlarman 
built this barn in the early 1850's, possibly 1852. 
This barn measures 102 x 52 feet, and has 
beams that measure 10 by 12 inches, and as 
long as 26 feet. This farm has been in the 
Schlarman's family name since 1837, when 
Martin Van Buren was President and signed the 
deed to this farm. Note the old home, the other 
buildings, the straw stack and windmill or 
(windpump). 

An aerial view of Andrew Schlarman's 
barn, at 1818 Clune-Stucke Road, Maria Stein, 
shows the original barn built by John Schlar
man, as well as the home, and the later build
ings. The main barn has been used as a horse 
barn, with the other livestock. Today it is used 
as a dairy barn. 



Andrew Schlarman, 1919 Clune-Stucke 
Road, stands outside his barn, at 1818 Clune
Stucke Road, where his son Larry lives. This 
barn has served the purposes of agriculture for 
the five generations of farmers that have used 
it; namely, John, who built the barn; Henry; 
Lawrence; Andrew; and now his son Larry 
Schlarman. 

Victor Bergman, 325 North Walnut, Celina, 
owns this barn which is located on Clune-Stucke 
Road, St. Rosa. The barn was built in 1890 by an 
Ording. The barn was used for livestock; now it 
is used for storing machinery. Note the slope of 
the roof, in contrast with the width and length of 
the barn. Note that the dark wood on the barn 
is the original wood, that has never been 
painted; only the East, North, and upper part of 
the South sides are the original wood, without 
paint. 
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This old photograph, taken about 1955, be
fore new siding was put on, shows the barn and 
the log house, on Victor Bergman's barn on 
Clune-Stucke Road. 

July 23, 1992, Victor Bergman's barn on 
Clune-Stucke Road, at the corner of Fort Recov
ery Minster Road, burned down; lightning 
struck the barn. Louis and Pauline Schemmel 
and Norbert and Doris Schemmel had hay and 
wagons in the barn that burned. 



This August 1985 photograph shows the 
John T. Bergman farm, now owned by Clarence 
Bergman. George Bergman built this barn 
about 1916; the barn was used for dairy and 
hogs and now is used for storing machinery. 
This farm is the birthplace of Victor Bergman 
in 1919, on Clune-Stucke Road. 

Looking closely, one can see the cross 
beams extending through the wall, beneath the 
eaves, of John Fleck's barn, 3381 Harrison 
Road, Celina. The bank is a broad bank, leading 
to the double doors. 
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This interior view of John Fleck's barn 
shows the major cross beam has no support be
neath it in the center, but it supports the posts 
which support the purlin. Note the vertical post 
is cut to extend through the cross beam, and 
pinned with wooden pins. 

This interior view of John Fleck's barn 
gives one an idea of the height and space of the 
interior of this barn. The hay carrier and the 
rope and pulley are still attached to the track 
beneath the ridge of the barn. How many bales 
could this barn hold? The barn is not only used 
for storing hay and straw, but also for livestock. 



An aerial view of John Fleck's barn, 3381 
Harrison Road, shows the barn in relation to the 
other buildings, including the old brick home, 
and the new home. The old house is marked in 
the 1900 MERCER COUNTY ATLAS, but not in 
the 1888 ATLAS; therefore, the house was built 
between 1888 and 1900 and the barn was proba
bly built before the house. 

Lloyd Schwieterman's barn is unique in 
that few barns can tell the same story that this 
barn can tell. The top part of this barn was built 
in 1952, by Ray Staehler and the neighbors. 
(Ray Staehler is well known locally for his barn 
building.) The bank leads up to the main double 
doors, which fit into the roof like a large, shed 
roofed dormer, or looking at the slight flare at 
the edge of the roof, the similar flare above the 
doors might be called a ski-jump. This round 
roof, sometimes called a gothic or rainbow roof, 
allows more space in the mow. The bottom part 
of this barn was built in the 1900's. A storm, 
July 19, 1952, blew the top of this barn down. 
Lloyd Schwieterman's barn stands at 6804 De
pweg Road, Celina. 
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Lloyd Schwieterman's barn, 6804 Depweg 
Road, after the July 19, 1952 storm. 

Another view of Lloyd Schwieterman's 
place after the July 19, 1952 storm. Note the 
number of stable doors across the back of this 
barn. Note the damage to the blades of the 
windmill, or otherwise called the windpump. 
Note the other buildings. 



Ed Clune's barn, 7868 Brockman Road, 
Celina, is one of the few barns in the county, to 
have a covered bridge entryway from the bank 
to the double doors. (Some people call this type 
of extension a dog house for the threshing sec
tion; others call it a bridged threshing bay.) 
Another unique feature of the Clune barn is the 
small service door in the larger double door at 
the bank; this door within a door is known as a 
guichet. Five louvered windows in the gable end 
allow for ventilation. Many local barns have 
three windows in the gable end; those barns 
with five louvered windows tend to be in the 
southwestern portion of Mercer County. Ted. W. 
Homan's barn, 8346 Brockman Road, also has 
the five louvered windows. (Since the barns are 
neighbors, perhaps they had the same carpen
ters?) 

Ted. W. Homan's barn, 8346 Brockman 
Road, Celina, is a beautiful barn, and was built 
in 1890's. Two pairs of double doors in the side 
of the barn give one an idea of the size of this 
barn. Five louvered windows in the gable end of 
the barn are unique. Ed Clune's barn, 7868 
Brockman Road, also has five louvered win
dows; perhaps, these neighboring barns had the 
same carpenter? This red barn is trimmed in 
white, as are the square windows at the end. In 
the past thirty years, the barn has been used for 
livestock, and to store hay, straw, and grain. 
Today, the barn is used to house beef cattle and 
to store hay and straw. 
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James and Phyllis Rose's barn, 08970 
Brockman Road, New Bremen, Ohio 45869, was 
built in 1916 by Gustin Wittenbrink. The original 
house and barn that were on the farm, were 
destroyed by a large windstorm; that is the 
reason the new house and barn were built in 
1916. This round roof, known also as a gothic or 
rainbow roof, has a slight slope at the edge, 
known as a ski jump. The red barn is trimmed 
in white; the sliding doors both are trimmed 
with white arches. Matching diamond windows 
are centered in the pair of double doors. All fea
tures add up to make a most attractive barn. 

A rare sight not only in Mercer County, but 
also in Northwestern Ohio, is this water holding 
tank. This cement building was used as a hold
ing tank for water; the water was used on days 
when there was not enough wind to make the 
windpump go, on the Rose farm, 08970 
Brockman Road. This holding tank is an ar
chitectural gem in the rural landscape of Ohio. 



Dennis and Sharon Kremer are the sixth 
generation to live on this farm of the Kremers, 
at 8650 Roeckner Road, Maria Stein. This big 
old barn was built in 1880, with hand hewn 
beams. Being built in a similar style as its col
leagues in the 1880's, this barn is wide as well as 
long, and has the low slope to its roof, like the 
other barns · built at that time. The barn was 
used for horses and cattle in the past; today, 
the barn is used for dairy. Note the place of the 
barn, and the size of the barn, in comparison 
with the other buildings on the farm, in this ae
rial view. 

Donald and Rosann Droesch's barn, 7931 
Droesch Road, Maria Stein, was built in 1864 by 
August Droesch. Originally, the barn was built 
with an a type, "A" roof, and a square could be 
laid on the top to fit perfectly. On March 28, 
1920, a tornado came along and took off the 
peak of the barn. In order to save money and 
materials, the rafters that were salvaged were 
cut shorter and the hip roof was put on. Origi
nally, the barn was 50 feet tall; now it is 45 feet. 
The barn is 50 x 90 feet; the framing is hand 
hewn timbers. The slate roof is 60 years old. At 
first, the barn was used for general livestock 
(cattle and horses). Later farrowing pens were 
put in the center of the barn because it was the 
warmest place. When horses were no longer 
needed for farm work, the horse stables and 
farrowing pens were replaced with a grade A 
milking setup and free stalls were added sev
eral years later. 
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A 1992 view shows Donald and Rosann 
Droesch's barn. They quit milking cows in 1978. 
In 1986, the free stalls were removed and ce
ment floors and walls were added so that the 
barn can now be used to raise market hogs. 
Part of the barn is also used to store machin
ery. Note the slope of this roof; some people 
call it a hip roof and others call it a gambrel 
roof. However, gambrel roofs, with their double 
slope, usually have a much sharper angle to the 
second slope. Not a lot of barns have this angle 
to the double slope. A barn with a similar roof
line, is on Stelzer Road and belongs to Ray and 
Rita Flaute. 

A tornado destroyed the original barn at 
this site, on Palm Sunday night, 1920. This pre
sent barn was built by the John Lochtefeld 
Family, that owned the farm, and they employ
ed a Mr. Sherman of Burkettsville as head car
penter. This farm, at 7658 Lochtefeld Road, was 
given to the Society of the Precious Blood by 
Herman and Adelaide Lochtefeld, August 20, 
1975, with the income from the farm to be used 
for the education of foreign seminarians for the 
priesthood, of which that has been done since 
that time by the Society. The barn was used for 
livestock in the past; the barn has always been 
used for hay and straw storage and equipment. 



Henry Rutschilling owned this farm when 
the barn was built, definitely before 1915, at 
8340 Rutschilling Road. Since the barn has hand 
hewn logs, and is wooden-pin framed, it may 
very well have been built before 1900, and ear
lier. The wooden threshing floor is open in the 
center. There is a hay mow on each end, with a 
wooden stairway. This barn is 80 feet by 45 feet; 
it is a wide barn, in comparison with its length. 
This is the way that most of the barns were 
built in southeastern Mercer County prior to 
1900. In the past, the barn was used for dairy 
animals and feed and grain storage. The milk
ing was done on the right end. The siding was 
replaced in the 1940's. Today, the barn is used 
to house young dairy animals and for feed stor
age. A pent roof is at the end of the barn, to 
serve as a protection from the elements. Today, 
Othmar J. Fullenkamp owns this place at 8340 
Rutschilling Road, and lives there. 

Fire destroyed the old barn at John Otte's 
place, 220 U.S. Rte. 127, Maria Stein, on April 
30, 1984. In June, that same year, Jim Pohlman 
and Mike Grieshop built this big barn, with the 
gambrel roof. Note the slope of the gambrel 
roof, in comparison with other barns with the 
gambrel roof. At the peak of the roof, on the end 
wall, one door slides vertically, between the two 
small windows. On the same wall, another door 
slides horizontally .. This barn is used for hous
ing dairy cattle, and for hay and straw storage. 
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This white frame barn belongs to Andrew 
Dahlinghaus, 1466 U.S. 127, Maria Stein. A 
broad bank, which has a cement support on 
either side, leads to the main double doors. An 
addition has been built to the right side of the 
gable-roofed barn. The barn is used for live
stock and feed storage. 

Part of the barn on the farm at 1773 Stelzer 
Road, Maria Stein, (Cassella) Ohio has always 
belonged to the John Dippold, Jr. Family. 

John Dippold, Jr. (1866-1943) married Mary 
Huelsman Dippold (1875-1963) in the late 1990's, 
and they owned the Stelzer Road farm. John, 
being a carpenter, built a 36 ft. long barn to suit 
his needs at that time. Later a west neighbor 
across St. Rt. 127 asked John to build a similar 
barn for him, and John did. 

Eventually, there was some sort of part-of
this-land-for-that-land-trade between John and 
the neighbor. At this time John became owner 
of the acreage on which his neighbor's barn 
stood. John moved the barn to his own barnyard 
and spliced it to his barn. The splicing can be 
noted inside and atop the barn. 

After John died, his son, Cyril, farmed the 
land and used the barn until Cyril passed away 
in 1985 and his son, Gary, took over. Since John, 
Jr.'s death, a straw shed was added to the rear 
of the barn, and, more recently, the shed has 
been turned into a free-stall area. Gary and his 
mother, Flora (Hemmelgarn) Dippold continue 
to use the barn for storage and a dairy herd. 
By: Mrs. Jim (Thelma) Homan 



Ed and Linda Pleiman's barn, 180~ Stelzer 
Road, Maria Stein, was built in the fall of 1947. 
This barn with its rounded or rainbow roof, has 
been used for a dairy barn and feeder pigs. 
Looking at this peaceful scene, one would not 
guess that the previous barn was destroyed, 
along with other Southern Mercer County 
barns, in the devastating tornado that struck 
Monday evening, Labor Day, 1947. The Pleiman 
family had only lived in this home for two 
weeks before the tornado hit. With the help 
from old and new neighbors, the new barn was 
built and in operation by winter. 

All that is left of the big barn is the founda
tion, in this photograph of Ed Pleiman's farm, 
after the Labor Day tornado in 1947. Ray Feltz 
and his brother flew across Southern Mercer 
County that week and Ray held his Brownie Box 
Camera out the window to take photographs. 
The newspaper told about the "wreckage of Ed 
Pleiman's barn, and hay being left on the floor 
after the walls and roof had been destroyed. 
Neighbors helped clear the area, as well as pull 
away the wrecked windmill." The newspaper 
continued, "At the Pleiman home, ten people 
were sitting in the kitchen of the brick resi
dence and escaped injury while other rooms of 
the house were collapsing." 
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James and Carolyn Kohlrieser, 3334 Stelzer 
Road, Celina, own this barn. The cream-color 
siding, with the rust-colored window shutters 
and roof, make for a peaceful rural scene be
side the silo. In the past the barn has been used 
for milk cows, and for feeding hogs and cattle. 
Today, the barn is used for feeding cattle. 

This big barn was built in 1878, at 2598 Cas
sella-Montezuma Road, Maria Stein. In the 
past, the barn was used for dairy, and steers, 
and hay and straw storage, and machinery. 
Today, the barn is used for beef cattle and feed 
storage. The red barn, with white trim, belongs 
to Dennis Homan, 6915 Olding Road, Maria 
Stein. 



The barn that was located here earlier was 
struck by lightning around 1910, on Stelzer 
Road. This barn was built around 1920. The 
roofline on this barn has an interesting double 
slope; it is not as steep as a gable roof, neither 
does it have a sharp angle to the double slope, 
like a gambrel roof would have in this area. 
Another barn, with this slight double slope to 
the roofline, is the Donald and Rosann Droesch 
barn, 7931 Droesch Road. The barn is wide, in 
comparison with its length. In the past, the barn 
had the general use of horses, cows, hay, and 
straw. Today, the barn is used to store hay and 
straw. This barn belongs to Ray and Rita 
Flaute, 2171 Cassella-Montezuma Road, Maria 
Stein. 

1 
l 
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Three barns have served the farm belong
ing to Ray and Rita Flaute, 2171 Cassella-Mon
tezuma Road, Maria Stein. When the original 
barn burned down, Christopher Ranly built this 
barn in 1887. Both barns were used for cows, 
horses, hay and grain. This 1887 barn had the 
gable roof, with three louvered windows in the 
gable end, with the horse stable doors topped 
with windows in the end. The side of the barn 
had the double doors trimmed in white, and two 
windows to the side. This barn burned in 1938. 
Notice the windmill (or windpump) standing in 
front of the barn, with the other building. 
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When the 1887 barn burned in 1938, at the 
farm of Ray and Rita Flaute, the owner in 1938, 
Peter Ranly, built a new barn, with the help of 
carpenter Ben Ruschau and the neighbors. The 
gambrel roof has a hay hood at both ends of the 
barn. Not a lot of barns have the triangular hay 
hood, but this is the only barn in Mercer 
County, which the editor saw, that had a hay 
hood at both ends. A shed-roofed dormer is on 
the side of the roof. This new barn, as well as 
the building behind it, has the doors trimmed in 
white, with slight arches at the top. This barn 
was used for almost everything at the farm, in
cluding cows, horses, hay, and grain. Notice the 
straw stack at the side of the barn. 

In the summer of 1991, Ray and Rita Flaute 
painted the barn at the home place, 2171 Cas
sella Montezuma Road. All their children were 
home for the event. This photograph belongs to 
Joan Prenger. 



This is a view of a very historic barn, at 
1780 Cassella-Montezuma Road, which was 
taken in October 1976, when the Mike Broering 
family began to build their home. This place 
was the Gruenenwald Convent. Ernest W. 
Ranly, C.PP.S., wrote a history of Gruenenwald 
Convent, which held two hundred and forty 
acres by 1852. Between 1855 and 1858, the main 
convent building, the kitchen, refectory, and 
chapel, and smaller buildings, e.g. smokehouse, 
icehouse with fruit cellar below, a woodshed, 
and another underground cellar, were built. 
(The horse barn was across the road.) The cow
barn stood far back from the road, near the 
cemetery, and was easily accessible to the sis
ters. The high board wall led all the way back 
to the cow barn; it was the sisters who cared for 
the cows and did the milking. Therefore, this 
big old barn was built between 1855 and 1858. 
(The convent at Gruenenwald was closed in 
1923.) 

Mike Broering began remodeling the barn 
to fit their dairy operation in the spring of 1982. 
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The remodeling on Mike Broering's barn 
was nearing completion. 

After the remodeling, the Broerings held a 
barn dance for friends and family. The huge 
posts and beams which support this barn, can 
be seen in this interior view. 

This is a 1987 view of Mike Broering's fam
ily with the big old barn in the background. 
That barn is almost 140 years old! 



Gruenenwald Convent, across the road, 
used this barn as a horse barn, in 1858. (The en
tire history of all the buildings and the story of 
the Sisters of the Precious Blood, can be found 
in the history of Gruenenwald, in NUNTIUS 
AULAE.) This barn at 1773 Cassella-Mon
tezuma Road belongs to James Pleiman. The 
barn has been converted for hogs. This barn 
with is new siding gives little hint that it is one 
of the older barns in the county, with a rich his
tory of times past. 

Seven horse stable doors, with windows on 
top of them, still are visible in this barn belong
ing to Ronald Siegrist, 1737 Cassella-Mon
tezuma Road, Maria Stein. Three louvered win
dows are in the gable end of this barn. Two 
pairs of double doors are on the side of this long 
barn; single windows are in the double doors to 
the right. Anthony Hierholzer built this barn, 
measuring 55 feet by 100 feet, in 1872; the barn 
was a general purpose barn and used to house 
livestock and horses with a large threshing floor 
and granary. Today, this big old barn is used 
for dairy calves, hay, and straw storage, and 
farm implement storage. Note the slope of the 
roof, and the width of the barn, in proportion to 
the length. The Siegrist's family collie can be 
seen running past the barn. 
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Fewer than a dozen barns in southern 
Mercer County, have a cross cut in the gable 
end of the barn. This barn belonging to Stanley 
G. Goettemoeller, 1225 Cassella-Montezuma 
Road, Maria Stein, has a cross cut in the gable 
end of the barn. This particular cross is a Latin 
Cross, crux immissa, whose base stem is longer 
than the other three arms; notice the flattened 
end of each arm of this cross. The barn was 
built before 1900. In the past, the barn was used 
for dairy and horse barn, hay, straw, and grain. 
Except for the absence of horses, the barn is 
still being used for this original purpose. The 
front slant roof, or pent roof, was put on in the 
spring of 1984. In 1989, the old wooden threshing 
floor was replaced with a cement floor. This en
tire barn has hand-hewn beams and is wooden 
pinned. Note the width of the barn in compari
son with the length, and the low slope of the 
roof. 

This gable-roofed barn stands at Othmar 
Reichert, 1226 Reichert Road, Maria Stein, and 
is owned by John Reichert, 1227 Reichert Road. 
The barn was built about 1878; the barn is 94 
feet long and 46 feet wide; the main frame post 
is 24 feet long and the purlin is 48 feet. Past 
owners of the barn were Othmar Reichert, 
Joseph Reichert, Henry Wildenhaus, a 
Pulskamp, and a Boeke. Note the width of the 
barn, in comparison with its length, and the low 
slope of the roof. The barn no longer houses 
horses, but does house dairy heifers, hay, 
straw, and machinery. 



Looking closely at the barn, one can see the 
cross beams as they extend through the top of 
the side wall, under the eaves of the barn, 
which was built in 1886, and belongs to John 
Reichert. Past owners were John's father 
Othmar Reichert, John's grandfather Joseph 
Reichert, and John's great-grandfather John 
Reichert. Notice the width of the barn, in con
trast with the length of the barn; the barn being 
80 feet long and 46 feet wide. The hand hewn 
cross beams are 12 inches by 14 inches, and 48 
feet long. In 1947, an addition of 16 feet by 46 
feet was added for a milking parlor. In 1971, an 
addition of 56 feet by 96 feet was added for free 
stalls. The present size of this barn is 96 feet by 
106 feet. Hay and straw and grain are stored in 
the barn. In the past the barn housed horses and 
cattle; today the barn houses dry cows and 
calves. Note the broad slope of the bank leading 
to the double doors. Note also the five louvered 
windows in the gable end, of John Reichert's 
barn at 1227 Reichert Road. 

Note the framing of the barn, with the hand 
hewn cross beams (12" x 14" by 48') and the 
vertical posts beneath the cross beam and the 
vertical posts above the cross beams to the pur
lin, and their support. This barn, being well 
over a hundred years old, is John Reichert's 
place, 1227 Reichert Road. 
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An interior view of John Reichert's barn, 
which shows another major cross beam (and 
the basketball hoop). 

Lloyd and Sylvia Kramer's barn, 1455 
Reichert Road, Maria Stein, was built in Sep
tember 1947; after the original barn was des
troyed in the Labor Day Weekend Tornado. Wil
liam Tumbusch built this barn. In the past, this 
barn was used for dairy cattle and raising small 
dairy calves. Today, the barn is used for raising 
beef cattle. 



After the 1947 Labor Day tornado, Ray 
Feltz and his brother flew across southern 
Mercer County. Ray held his Brownie Box cam
era out the window and took photographs. In 
this photograph, the entire barn is gone; just 
the foundation is left, at the Kramer farm on 
Reichert Road. 

Raymond Hasselman, 140 Goettemoeller 
Road, Maria Stein owns this barn. In 1992, this 
barn has been in the Hasselman family for 94 
years. The first barn burned down in 1915; it 
was a bigger and better built barn. The current 
barn was built in 1916, by the Placke Insurance 
Company. Note the pent roof to the end of the 
barn. An Amish carpenter crew are working on 
the roof of this barn in February, 1992. The 
wagonload of lumber is next to the barn. In the 
past, the barn was used for grain, hay and 
straw, livestock and some tools. Today, a neigh
bor stores hay and straw in the barn. 
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This barn was owned by Anton Selhorst and 
was built by Ben Tumbusch of Cassella in 1911. 
When the barn was built, there were five con
struction men and ten neighbors who came to 
help. Anton's wife had to cook for all these men, 
everyday they worked. The barn is 86 feet by 48 
feet. The barn was used for livestock, horses 
and cattle. Today, the barn is used for live
stock, hogs and calves. If one looks carefully, 
under the eaves, one can see the cross beam 
projecting through the barn wall. In 1952, the 
barn was remodeled by Joe and Irene Selhorst 
to handle Grade A Milk. In 1976, Gene and Shar
on Evers purchased the farm at 1105 Goet
temoeller Road, from Joe Selhorst. 

Cyril Evers, 1160 Goettemoeller Road, 
Maria Stein, owns this barn which was built in 
the late 1800's, about a century ago. Originally 
this barn was used to house dairy cows and 
work horses, store hay and straw, and small 
grain to feed the livestock. Today, the barn is 
used to house young cattle, store hay, straw and 
grain. This red barn has the white triangle in 
the gable end, with the doors trimmed in white. 
Diamond windows are at the top of the main 
double doors. The horse stable doors can be 
seen in the end. Not many barns have the four 
windows placed across the end wall, in this 
way. Note the slope of the roof, and the width of 
the barn, in comparison with the length of the 
barn. 



This is an aerial view of Roger Evers' 
farm, 1377 Goettemoeller Road, Maria Stein. 
This barn was built in October/November 1947, 
after the Labor Day Weekend Tornado that au
tumn, for Henry and Greg Evers. Bill Wellman 
and Sons, Coldwater, were the barn builders. 
The barn has always been used for dairy, hay 
and grain. Frantz Evers first purchased land 
from the government in 1836. Concerning Roger 
Evers' farm, Frantz Evers bought this eighty 
acres from Joe Grant in 1851. This farm next 
went to Theodore Evers, October 15, 1874. Then, 
the next owner was Henry Evers, as of January 
29, 1896. The farm next went to Gregor Evers, 
as of April 9, 1954. From Gregor, the farm went 
to Roger Evers, as of February 5, 1982. Five 
generations of Evers family have lived here; 
today, the farm is 160 acres. 

A closer look at the barn of Roger Evers, 
shows the pair of matching horses, the pair of 
matching stable doors, and the pair of matching 
double doors with the diamond windows and 
white trim. Who .could resist a pair of horses 
like this? 

541 

This barn was built in 1903, as the date is on 
the gable end wall, by Henry Evers; Ben Tum
busch of Cassella was the carpenter. Note the 
windmill (windpump) standing next to the barn. 
This farm is the Roger Evers' farm, 1377 Goet
temoeller Road, which was hit by the 1947 
Labor Day tornado. 

After the tornado, this is a view of the 
Evers' barn from the northeast side. 



Another view of the Evers' barn after the 
1947 tornado. On the back of the photo, reads, 
"The tornado went through on September 1, 
(Labor Day) 1947, about quarter of eight, EST, 
in the evening." 

> • 

Ray Feltz and his brother flew across 
Southern Mercer county after the tornado, tak
ing pictures. This is one of Ray's pictures he 
took of the Evers' place. About 300 feet west of 
the barn, the tornado cut a groove in the 
ground, about two feet deep and three feet wide, 
for about fifty feet in length. 
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An aerial view of Dale Goettemoeller's 
farm, 2287 Goettemoeller Road, Maria Stein, 
not only shows the big barn and silos, but also 
the old brick home as well as the new home. 
Bernard Goettemoeller built this barn in 1870; 
with the main part of the barn being fifty-eight 
feet wide and ninety-six feet long. This has to be 
one of the bigger, and older barns of the county. 
This barn was added on to, in the 1890's; the flat 
part was added in 1950. The total length of the 
barn today is 130 feet! Most of the beams are 
hewn with an ax, and as hard as ever! Origi
nally, the barn housed horses and cattle on the 
bottom, and hay, straw, wheat and oats, and 
feed on top. Today, the bottom is used for cattle 
and feed, with the top being used for hay, straw, 
and feed. Notice the lower slope of the roof, and 
the width of the barn, in comparison with the 
length of the barn. 

This 1978 farm view shows the big old barn, 
as well as the other buildings, and the brick 
home, at the Alvin H. Bills' farm, 2795 Goet
temoeller Road, Maria Stein. This farm has al
ways been in the Bills name; Henry Bills until 
July 1872; Bernard until August 1935; Clem 
Bills until 1972, and now Alvin Bills. 



This photograph gives a closer view of the 
Alvin Bills' barn. 

II 
The sun shines through the window at the 

peak of the gable in the south end of the barn. 
The three horizontal, hand-hewn beams are 
mortised into the post which supports the pur
lin. The hay and straw bales are stored above in 
the mow, while the steers are below. The bas
ketball board shows the younger ones play as 
well as work in the Bills' barn. 
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The north end of the barn shows the mow is 
stacked high on the right, with the grain bin 
standing on the left, in the Alvin Bills' barn. 
Note the top crossbeam is mortised into the ver
tical post, not at the intersection of the purlin, 
but just a little lower on the post. The purlin is 
the horizontal beam, running the length of the 
barn, and supporting the rafters. 

Frank H. Schwieterman built this barn in 
1893. His son Leander and Agnes Schwieterman, 
were the next owners of the farm. Today, the 
farm is in Agnes Schwieterman's name. Agnes' 
daughter Joan, and her husband, [Mr. and Mrs. 
Gerald (Schwieterman) Huber], and their fam
ily live with Agnes in the homeplace. This 1893 
barn is a Centennial Barn in 1993. The barn is 
located at 6803 State Route 274, Celina, OH 
45822. 



This is a close view of the Agnes Schwieter
man barn at 6803 State Route 274. The barn has 
been resided. Beneath the eaves, one can see 
the two major crossbeams, extending the width 
of the barn and out beneath the eaves. Many of 
southeastern Mercer County barns have this ar
chitectural feature. 

This is a view taken from east of Agnes 
Schwieterman's barn at 6803 State Route 274. In 
the slate on the roof, is lettered: F.H.S., 1893. 
This red barn is trimmed in white, with the 
white triangle in the gable end. Their brick 
home can be seen in the background. 
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John Henry Ashman, his wife and children, 
and six other families homesteaded this farm 
upon their arrival from Germany in 1837. The 
barn was built shortly thereafter. The barn was 
first owned by John Henry Ashman and then by 
his son Henry John Ashman. In 1916, while ad
ding on a fourteen foot extension to the south 
side of the barn, Henry John was killed in an 
unfortunate accident. Apparently, axes were 
used to trim the beams for the barn. As they 
were trimming, the head of the axe came off its 
handle and struck Henry John in the abdomen. 
The barn was then completed by his sons Henry 
and Joseph Ashman. The addition made the 
barn fifty feet wide and one hundred and eight 
feet long. Henry Ashman became the owner. 

Henry and his wife Henrietta Ashman never 
had any children of their own. Therefore they 
eventually sold their farm to their nephew Hugo 
F. Meyer in 1962. Also, in 1962, a son of Hugo F. 
and Thelma M. Meyer was born. This son, 
Joseph Anthony Meyer along with his wife 
Carol are now the owners of the Ashman farm. 
Joseph and Carol are the fifth generation to own 
this farm. On this photograph, Joseph A. Meyer 
is standing in front of the barn; his 1978 Ford T 
Bird is standing nearby. 



Joseph Meyer's barn, 6569 Ashman Road, 
Maria Stein, was remodeled once again in 1985-
1987. A cement foundation was poured under the 
entire barn; a full hayloft was built, and a 20 
feet by 120 feet lean-to was added to the west 
side of the barn to house a milking facility. Cur
rently, 100 head of dairy cattle are raised on the 
farm. 

This ninety acre farm at the southeast 
corner of the intersection of Cassella Mon
tezuma and Olding Roads in Marion Township 
was purchased in 1837 from the United States 
Government by Bernard Grevenkamp. It was in 
the Grevenkamp name for approximately 150 
years. Henry and Mary Grevenkamp purchased 
this farm in the early 1900's. A house was built; 
a log barn, where hay was unloaded by hand 
and forked into the barn, was built. In the 
1920's, the log barn was torn down, and the pre
sent barn was built by Ben Tumbusch of Cas
sella. Timber for the barn was cut from a 
twenty acre woods, which was part of the farm. 
At that time, there was no electricity and all the 
work, log cutting and barn raising, were done 
by hand and horses. This 40' x 80' barn was con
sidered a modern facility at that time, with 
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horse stalls on one side and a milking area on 
the other side, and a permanent hay track 
across the length of the top of the barn. In the 
1930's, Midwest Electric came into the area and 
electricity was made available to rural Marion 
Township farmers. This farm provided a com
fortable living for the Henry and Mary Greven
kamp family with their seven children. Henry 
passed away in 1955 and Mary continued to stay 
on the farm until her death in 1980. Their chil
dren are Herbert and Alvina who are deceased, 
Alma Stelzer and Urban of Celina, Adele Hess 
of St. Henry, Gregory of Cassella and Linus of 
California. 

This is a better view of the Henry and Mary 
Grevenkamp barn. 

This view of the Henry and Mary Greven
kamp barn, shows the four stable doors on the 
end wall; five lightning rods on the ridge of the 
gambrel roof, and the small door, known as Le 
petit guichet, cut into the larger front sliding 
door. 



Roman Huelskamp's place, 8900 State 
Route 119, has been in the family since May 11, 
1869. Deiderick Huelskamp was the owner when 
the barn was built in 1869; the carpenter is un
known. The barn was a wooden pinned barn, set 
on boulders at the corners and the post. Then 
Bernard Huelskamp bought the farm from his 
dad on Feb. 2, 1895. He remodeled it by putting 
a peak on the roof to give them a haymow in 
1898; the roof had been a flat roof. He then sold 
the farm to his son John on March 20, 1926. In 
1941 he remodeled by raising the barn, remov
ing the boulders, and replacing them by a ce
ment foundation. He also added new wood sid
ing; Ed Arhens and Clem Segar were the car
penters. John then sold the farm to his son 
Roman on July 25, 1975. John remodeled the 
barn in 1989 by putting on metal siding; Bob 
Schmitz was the carpenter. 

This is an aerial view of the Roman 
Huelskamp place, 8900 State Route 119, Maria 
Stein. Note the light colored barn with the 
darker triangle in the gable end wall. One can 
also see the other outbuildings in relation to 
their place between the house and barn. In the 
past, the barn has been used for horses, cows, 
calves, and storing hay; today, the barn is used 
for hogs. 
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This barn stands at 8230 St. Rt. 119, Maria 
Stein, where Walt Imwalle lives. The date this 
white, gable roofed barn was built is unknown. 
It appears to have the cross beam extending the 
width of the barn, and out beneath the eaves, 
just to the left of above the double doors. Carl 
Everman, 1295 U.S. 127, Maria Stein, owns this 
barn; the barn was there before Rick and Mary 
moved there. The barn has been used for rais
ing hogs, and storage of hay and straw. Today, 
the barn is used for hay storage, feed, and trac
tor storage. 

The Ben Schmitmeyer barn, located at 3154 
Goettemoeller Road, was built in 1874. The barn 
has hand hewn beams; the entire barn was put 
together on the ground, and then raised to fit 
the parts together. The barn is used for dairy, 
and hay and straw storage. Note the length of 
the barn, in comparison with the width, and the 
low pitch of the gable roof. A pent roof on the 
end is used for protection from the elements. 
The white barn is trimmed in green; note the 
green trim is painted to represent pillars on the 
sliding doors. Martin Schmitmeyer provided the 
history of this barn. 



This barn is located at State Route 119 and 
Homan Road. The main structure was built in 
1920. The timbers and siding came from a very 
old, larger barn on the site destroyed in the 1920 
tornado. John Hartings of Chickasaw did the 
construction. The lean-to on the west side was 
added in 1928 by Tumbusch Construction of Cas
sella. The existing asbestos slate roof was 
added then, also. Clete Woeste, who has lived 
his entire life on the property site, recalls com
ing home from school in 1928 when he was 
twelve years old, when the lean to was being 
built. He remembers saying in German to 
Adolph Tumbusch, who was using a hand boring 
bar to drill 2½ inch holes in the timbers, "How 
do you get all the easy jobs?" Adolph then let 
him try to bore the same, but he was unable to 
even turn the bar. Clete also remembers later 
shooting the legs off a copper horse on the 
weathervane on the barn roof; he used a .22 
caliber rifle. Part of the lean-to on the south 
was moved from a different location by hand, 
using pipes as rollers. Clete's father, Frank 
Woeste, added various concrete flooring and 
electricity in the barn, in stages, starting in 
1928. Over the years the structure housed chick
ens, sheep, and cows. Clete removed the hay 
fork in 1980, when he put metal siding on the 
barn, with Tom Goettemoeller. He has since 
added an indoor, insulated work shop, in the 
barn. 

Ted, Dustin, Lee, and Leonard Heitkamp 
are standing in front of Ted and Janet Heit
kamp' s barn, 2430 St. John's Road, Maria Stein. 
This barn was built, using hand hewn beams 
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and rafters. Note the length and width of this 
barn; the red barn is trimmed in white, with the 
white triangle in the gable end. When these chil
dren are grown, they will enjoy remembering 
this winter day in the country. 

This is another view of the Ted and Janet 
Heitkamp barn, 2430 St. John's Road, Maria 
Stein. An addition has been made to this end of 
the barn. The snow and the icicles remind the 
reader that this photograph was taken on a 
cold, crisp winter day. 

Garry Fairchild's barn is located at 1229 
State Route 716, Maria Stein. This big barn was 
probably built around 1900; it has been used for 
a milking operation. Today the barn is used for 
storage. Note the smaller door, within the 
larger double door; this 'door within a door' is 
called 'le petit guichet.' There is a bridge con
necting the bank and the barn. Note beneath the 
eaves of the barn, one can see at least four 
cross beams extending the width of the barn 
and out beneath the eaves. Four lightning rods 
stand across the ridge of the roof; their glass 
globes have not been broken. I asked the owner 
about lightning striking the barn; he said that 
lightning has struck the windpump, which 
stands nearby. It is possible, noting the con
struction of the barn with four major cross
beams extending beneath the eaves, that this 
barn was built in the 1880's or 1890's. This barn 
has many architectural features, unique to 
southeastern Mercer County, Ohio. 



This barn belonged to Julius Griesdorn; 
today this is the home of Jeff Griesdorn's fam
ily, 7110 State Route 119, Maria Stein. Directly 
in front of the barn is the Keck Gonerman 
Threshing Machine, made in Mount Vernon, In
diana. Next to the tree, is an Aultman Taylor 
Tractor. Julius Griesdorn went from farm to 
farm threshing wheat and oats. He also had a 
clover hauler. When they were threshing, and 
they got a thousand bushel of wheat, which was 
a very good crop, they would get a keg of beer 
to drink that evening. 

Julius Griesdorn is threshing. The other two 
men could be Al Weitzel and Johnny Reichert. 
Johnny tended the blower and made the straw 
stacks. The straw stack was often as high as the 
barn, and sometimes higher. Julius Griesdorn 
was also known for taking his portable sawmill 
to farms, which had the logs cut, and he sawed 
the boards for the barns which William 
Wellman raised. 
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The Griesdorn family moved their portable 
sawmill to wherever William Wellman was rais
ing a barn. 

The farmers brought in logs to the sawmill, 
wherever Julius Griesdorn and his father John 
Griesdorn had set up their portable sawmill. 
They moved the sawmill to wherever William 
Wellman was raising a barn. 

They put gas in a stationary engine which 
pulled the sawmill, after it was set up in the 
woods. 

It took three quarters of the day to cut this 
log. Julius Griesdorn is on this photograph. It 
used to be John Griesdorn's farm, where Bob 
Kelch lives today, at 344 Clune Stucke Road. 



Joseph "Brown" Bomholt is standing on the 
top of the slab pile. Either Clete or Luke Gries
dorn is sitting on it, at 344 Clune Stucke Road. 
This is the slab pile, which was used for fire
wood in the cookstove, after the boards had 
been cut from the logs. 

This is at Mestemaker's woods, north of 
Sebastian, on the south east corner of Rt. 716 A 
and Brockman Road. Ernie Fiely is leaning on 
the log, and Julius Griesdorn is standing beside 
the log. They are ready to saw the log. 
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Julius Griesdorn and Al Weitzel are turning 
the log; the sawblade is ready to cut the slab. 

This log has one slab cut off. On top, left to 
right, are seated Thelma Jean (Griesdorn) 
Barber, Ernest Fiely, Julius Griesdorn, Mark 
Griesdorn, "Brownie" Bomholt, and Clete 
Griesdorn. 



After the slabs are cut at the sawmill, they 
then make boards and finish them off by the di
mensions the farmers ordered, for example, 1" 
x 4" or 1" x 8" or 2" x 4" or 2" x 6". This was 
written on the end of the log with red chalk or 
black. Julius Griesdorn and Frank Rammel are 
working. 

Julius Griesdorn is standing on top of the 
log; the log was too large for the saw blade to 
cut. So Julius took an ax to it, and put a wedge 
in it, to split it. Then they would turn the log 
and do this again until they got the log small 
enough to use the saw on it. 
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Julius Griesdorn's sons are Clete Gries
dorn, 7475 State Route 119, Maria Stein; Luke 
Griesdorn, 7313 State Route 119; Ralph "Bud" 
Griesdorn, in Coldwater; Mark Griesdorn, 6697 
Fort Recovery Minster Road, Maria Stein, and 
a daughter Thelma Barber, 3301 State Route 
118, St. Henry. 

BEN TUMBUSCH 
BARN BUILDER 

Among the well known barn builders in 
Mercer County was Ben Tumbusch. William 
(Bill) and Ado were Ben Tumbusch's sons. 

Paul and Margie Dirksen's barn, 6791 
Mercer-Darke County Line Road, Maria Stein, 
was built by Bill and Ado Tumbusch, in 1934. 
Gene A. Evers' barn, 1105 Goettemoeller Road, 
Maria Stein, was built in 1911 by Ben Tumbusch 
from Cassella, when that barn was owned by 
Anton Selhorst. In 1903, the carpenter Ben Tum
busch, built the Henry Evers' barn, (Roger 
now) at 1377 Goettemoeller Road, Maria Stein. 
(In 1947 the tornado tore down this same barn, 
and Bill Wellman, another well known Mercer 
County Barn Builder, built the next barn at this 
site.) Ben Tumbusch and neighbors built Louis 
Bertke's barn, 6332 Fort Recovery-Minster 
Road, Maria Stein. Bernard Tumbusch and Ben 
Ruschau, about 1916, built Anthony and Marie 
Evers' barn, 1929 Cassella-Montezuma Road. 
Lloyd and Sylvia Kramer's barn, 1455 Reichert 
Road, Maria Stein, was built by William Tum
busch, son of Ben Tumbusch; William's son 
Ralph Tumbusch helped with this barn. Ralph 
said he also helped with the barn at the south
west corner of State Route 119 and Clune-Stucke 
Road. Ralph Tumbusch told how after World 
War II, they did more remodeling of barns and 
working on those which went into Grade A and 
B milk. After the tornado, they put new rafters 
and rebuilt Clarence Clune's barn in St. Rose in 
1947. Ralph later went on his own and did more 
house building. He said he built nearly 120 
homes, and maybe 40 apartment units. Today, 
Ralph's son Randy has the business. 

HENRY MENKER 
BARN BUILDER 

Henry Menker was a well known barn build
er from Marion Township. He was born 
November 16, 1849 in Wullen, near Munster, 
Germany; he came to America at age 22, in 
1871. Henry Menker was a carpenter by trade, 
building approximately 82 barns, sheds, hog 
houses, garages, and carpenter shops in and 
near Mercer County. Photographs of barns he 
built are in the book, THOSE MAGNIFICENT 
BIG BARNS IN MERCER COUNTY OF WEST-



ERN OHIO. Henry Menker built Urban 
Knapke's barn, 2165 Rolfes Road, in 1894. He 
also built Othmar J. Roman's barn, 1731 Rolfes 
Road, in 1895. He built Othmar Bergman's barn, 
1367 St. John's Road in 1896; the two main cross 
beams extend the width .of the barn and through 
the outside wall beneath the eaves. He built 
Gerald Knapke's barn, 2649 St. Johns Road, in 
1904. He built Lee Eifert's barn (for Charles 
Eifert) in 1905, at the corner of St. Johns Road 
and State Route 119. Don Kremer's barn, 8549 
St. Rt. 274, was built by Menker in 1909. Linus 
Bruns, 2160 Kremer Road, said his barn was 
built in 1910 by Henry Menker. Ron Bruns' 
barn, 2308 Kremer Road, was built in the early 
1900's by Menker. Greg Lochtefeld's barn, 8339 
State Route 274, was built in 1920 by Henry 
Menk er, after the 1920 tornado had done so 
much damage. 

Charles Heinl added to the information 
about Henry Menker the barn builder. Menker 
built Linus Bruns' barn (father Joe Bruns) for 
$140, and meals and room and board from Mon
day through Saturday noon. Menker built Wal
ter Albers' barn (Great Grandfather August Al
bers) in 1906-1908, at the corner of Fort Recov
ery Minster Road and Rolfes Road. Clarence 
Riethman's barn (now used by his sons), 1440 
Rolfes Road, had to be rebuilt because of tor
nado damage; the bottom part is still the orig
inal; this barn was built for Clarence's father
in-law Joe Brandewie, in the late 1890's. Menker 
built the Joe Puthoff barn, on Kremer Road; it 
was originally built for Frank Puthoff. Menker 
also built Dave Osterloh's barn; Dave bought 
the farm from Otto Mescher, son of Ben 
Mescher; barn is on Kremer Road. Menker 
built the barn of John Mescher (father was Will
iam Mescher) on Indian Trail Road, approxi
mately 1920. Menker built the John Brackman 
barn, on Rt. 716; the owner is Maurice Bohman 
of Osgood. Menker built the Charlie Wendeln 
barn about 1910-1912, on St. Johns Road; Char
lie's father was Fred Wendeln. Henry Menker 
built a barn for Rich Pohlmann's Grandfather 
Herman Pohlmann in 1872 or 1874; this barn 
was located on the east side of Rt. 716, and 
burned down about fifteen years ago. In addi
tion to these barns, Henry Menker built barns in 
Auglaize County; for example, Ben Thieman's 
barn near Minster, and Joe Enneking's barn, 
which now belongs to Urban Seger. 

Henry Menker's three sons, Urban, Alvin, 
and Clarence, worked with him, building these 
barns. The crew of Henry Menker in the later 
years were Henry Menker, Joseph Puthoff, 
Tony Weber, Aloys Bruggeman. 
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NATIONAL 
□ FARMERS 
ORGANIZATION 

G REAT LAKES 
ULFAREA 

40 W. Fourth Street 
P.O. Box 91 
Minster, Ohio 45865 
(419) 628-3881 

As you look at and read about "Those 
Magnificent Barns of Mercer County," one 
thing is very clear. The technologies in 
agriculture have changed tremendously 
from then to now, except for one segment. 
The marketing of farm products has 
changed very little, as farmers still take 
their production to market and say "what 
is the price today?" The National Farmers 
Organization is getting farmers in a posi
tion to price their own production through 
joint marketing. The NFO has proven this 
concept of marketing to be very successful 
many times over the past 25 years. 

Just as you have improved all other 
segments of your operation, it is time to 
take a look at your marketing system. The 
National Farmers Organization's concept 
of Farmer Helping Farmer through 
Collective Bargaining can put more profit 
in your operation. 

A.»A 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING FOR AGRICULTURE 



Tradition, Family and Property 

In 
Appreciation 

For Defense & Protection Of Our Rural Heritage 
Puthoff & Associates 

Paul H. Bucklew Robert L. Puthoff 
Francis U. Puthoff, CLU 

Francis U. Puthoff, CLU Comprehensive A_ 
8725 Haloran Lane • Life Insurance }'!It/ 
Dayton, Ohio 45414 • Annuities OHIO NATIONAL 

• Investments life Insurance Company 

l-( 5l 3)-890-1610 • Group Life and Health 
• Disability Income 

Henry Menker was born Nov. 16, 1849 in Wullen, Germany. His father, a farmer near the village of 
Ahaus, died when Henry was very young, leaving him and a brother, Herman. Herman stated in 1934 that 
there was a fishing pond near their home and the boys would trade fish for cheese. Henry came to Maria 
Stein in 1871 at the age of 22. Mrs. Schmidt, a friend, had sent for him. Some of his former friends in 
Germany had settled in Maria Stein. Henry traveled by train from Baltimore, Md. to Celina, Ohio and was 
met there with a wagon. Herman came later at age 19. Henry Menker. a carpenter by trade. built approxi
mately 82 barns. many sheds. hog houses. garages. and carpenter shops in and around Mercer County. 
Henry and Anna Menker led a quiet, hard working, honest life with close attention to duty. 

HENRY MENKER 
Born: Nov. 16, 1849 

Wullen, Germany 
Died: 12-30-1931 

Maria Stein, Ohio 

1st Marriage: 1872 
To Mary Katherine Thaman 

Children: Joe 
Lawrence 
Harry 
Frank 
Marie (Kremer) 
Mary (Fink) 
Anna 

2nd Marriage: 1895 
To: Anna Will Borgert 

Children: Urban 
Alvin 
Irma (Graffam) 
Bertha (Puthoff) 
Clarence 
Laurine (Dorsten) 
Twins - Hilda & Hilma 
(died at birth) 

Anna's first husband was killed accidentally doing 
carpenter work. Anna and Mr. Borgert had 4 chil
dren John, Kathryn, Alice (Klosterman) and 
Bernard (Ben). 

552 

Our European Ancestors: 
The Living Menker Families of Ahaus -

Wullen 1990 
1. Heinz Menker - Josep Str. 21, Ahaus, W. 

Germany 
2. Gertrud Menker - Hessenweg 59, Ahaus, W. 

Germany 
3. Franzeska Menker - Liebnitz 3, Ahaus, W. 

Germany 
4. Josep Menker - Kusenhook 65, Ahaus, W. 

Germany 
5. Theodore Menker Earle 17, Wullen, W. Germany 

First U.S. Generations: 
The Henry & Anna (Will) Menker Family 
The Herman & Elizabeth Menker Family 

Henry & Anna Menker Homestead As in 1980 

Corner of St. Rt. 119 & Kramer Rd. 
Maria Stein, Ohio 



ST.CHARLESSEMINARY,CARTHAGENA,OHIO 

Drawing by Father Paulinus Trost in 1906 
laundry, convent and chapel, Old Seminary, Brothers' House, Old Abbey, barns 
(The present main building is to the right of the chapel and the Old Seminary) 

The Society of the Precious Blood pur
chased the buildings of the Emlen Institute in 
1861. These buildings were built in 1835 for a 
trade school. The only building that we have re
cord of is the residence. We know there had to 
be other buildings such as stables and the other 
buildings needed, such as out houses, wood 
sheds, laundry facilities, etc. What type of farm 
operation existed is not known. 

The entrance to the property was from the 
north - from Carthagena, or from the east -
Stelzer Road. The barns were south and west of 
the original building which came to be known as 
the "Old Abbey." This served as the main resi
dence until a new building was built in 1876 
south and east of the "Old Abbey." 

By 1915 it had been decided to build a new 
seminary building, since the 1876 building was 
no longer sufficient for the number of students 

Picture showing barns at Carthagena, in old lo
cation. Photograph of cemetery and barns, 
taken about 1910 from the northeast corner of 
the small "upper" lake. 
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and the size of the faculty. Since this new build
ing was to face the west, it was decided to relo
cate the barns to the east side of the property. 
By July of 1915 the horse barn was transferred 
and the horses escorted to their new barns with 
a special parade, including a band. On the re
verse side of the picture we read: "With the 
band playing "Through the Rapids" and all 
marching along, we certainly gave the horses a 
classic introduction to their new barn." The 
post mark on this card was August 3, 1915. 

Once the new, large seminary building was 
completed in 1922, the "Old Abbey" was torn 
down and the 1876 building was then known as 
the Old Seminary. This building remained until 
1955, when it too was torn down to make room 
for a new dining hall, kitchen, convent and au
ditorium. Later on an infirmary and Messenger 
Press building were added. 

1915 Parade escorting the horses to the new 
barn. 



The heifer barn today, looking towards the 
southeast. 

(Photograph by Ralph Baumheckel) 

Not only were the barns relocated but the 
purpose of each building also changed. In 1947 
the horse barn was remodeled into the dairy 
barn with a milking parlor; the old dairy barn 
was remodeled to house the heifers and dry 
cows. The chicken coop became the calf barn; 
the pig sty became a storage area for the 
spreaders, etc. About the only building that con
tinues its initial purpose is the machine shed, 
but that too has undergone adaptations. 

The heifer barn today, looking toward the north
west. 

(Photograph by Ralph Baumheckel) 

The changes reflect the viewpoint of those 
in charge of the farm operation down through 
the years, and the new methods and machinery 
needed to maintain production. Another con
stant in the whold operation, at least since 1898 
is the herd of the Brown Swiss breed of cattle. 

The grain farming of 1,100 acres (at St. 
Charles, St. Rose and Burkettsville) is done by 
Brothers Donald Fisher, Nicholas Renner and 
Adrian Barga; the dairy farming is done by 
Brother Paul Chase and Mr. William Koesters. 

Aerial View, 1985 
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Putting hay into the dairy barn, about 1920. 

The barns, about 1920. 

Inside the dairy barn, 1920. 

Dairy and horse barns, 1920 (looking west). 
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The chicken coop, about 1940. 

The barns, 1961. 

Inside heifer barn, 1991 
(Photograph by Don Hummel) 

Dairy barn, chicken coop 1920 (looking north
west). 



ST. MARY'S NOVITIATE, BURKETTSVILLE 

The Society of the Precious Blood pur
chased land for the Brothers' Novitiate in Bur
kettsville in 1883. The main building was built in 
1894. (It was destroyed by fire January 1, 1972.) 
It became a minor seminary in the 1920's and 
continued until Brunnerdale Seminary was con
structed in 1930. 

After the closing of the Novitiate in 1969, the 
farming was done by the Brothers from St. 
Charles, Carthagena. The dairy operation con
tinued until fire destroyed the dairy barn in 
September 1977; the herd was taken to St. 
Charles. The Brothers from St. Charles con
tinue the grain farming today. 
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Novitiate of the Fathers of the Most 
Precious Blood, Burkettsville 



SETTLEMENT AND BARNS IN OHIO 
WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON THE 

GERMAN SETTLEMENT IN 
WEST CENTRAL OHIO. 

By: Dr. Hubert Wilhelm 
Department of Geography 
Ohio University 
Athens, Ohio 

INTRODUCTION 
Americans, in general, have a strong at

tachment to and love for the countryside. In 
fact, one might go so far and say that we are all 
farmers at heart, as Thomas Jefferson en
visioned it. Of course, such an inclination runs 
counter to present day realities with nearly 80% 
of our population living in cities or urban areas. 
But that does not keep us from trying to come 
close to that longed-for rural, bucolic ideal. One 
only needs to look around America's suburbs to 
find miniature farm landscapes including John 
Deere tractors, red, gambrel roofed tool sheds, 
mail boxes positioned on discarded plows, 
driveways flanked by old wagon wheels, and the 
entire assemblage most likely located on 
Prairie Lane. 

Among the strongest and pervasive sym
bols of this pro-country bias is the barn. It 
stands for all that is right about country life: in
dependence, work, success, status, and perma
nence. In fact, many an artist staked his for
tunes on immortalizing America's barns on can
vas. And the annually new garden store and 
bank calendars often feature a red, gambrel
roof ed barn among the other nostalgic views of 
America's landscape. 

The large red or white barn, forming the 
center of the farmstead, is not only a most 
noticeable landscape element, but it is also a 
uniquely American building form because of the 
size of farm properties, their isolated and, 
therefore, self sufficient locations, and the very 
early move toward specialization in agricul
ture. It is in this country that one can readily 
differentiate dairy barns from grain barns, to
bacco barns, corn cribs, etc. The evolution of 
the barn or, in fact, its actual presence on a 
farmstead, has much to do with the economic 
character of the farm. Not until the change 
from subsistence to commercial agriculture 
were barns really needed. That is to say, those 
large, impressive rural castles with which we 
can all identify. Prior to commercial agricul
ture, farmers made do with smaller and sim
pler structures, maybe a couple of log corn 
cribs or sheds. The few animals were usually 
allowed to fend for themselves and were rarely 
stabled. 
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Ohio's Barns: A Regional Pattern 
Ohio with its diverse physical and cultural 

background serves as an ideal area to illustrate 
the variety of barn forms and functions. It also 
offers the opportunity to focus on a very spe
cific settlement area where cultural traditions 
and agricultural progress have combined to 
create a distinctive barn region. In Ohio, com
mercial agriculture arrived with transporta
tion, especially the canals and, shortly thereaf
ter, the railroads. These events occurred during 
the eighteen thirties and forties. So, one can say 
that by the middle of the nineteenth century 
Ohio's agriculture was turning commercial. 
Along with it arrived the need for greater stor
age space because of increased crop production 
and more shelter for animals, especially horses 
which became the draft animals of choice for 
the Midwest. These developments naturally 
triggered tremendous barn building activity. 
Crews of carpenters were active throughout 
Ohio hewing timbers and raising barns. Often 
they left their identifying marks in the form of 
small, decorative holes - stars, crosses, dia
monds, half moons - near the tops of barn ga
bles (Wilhelm, 1988). 

The barns which were built during the early 
agricultural development period were copies of 
traditional forms brought into Ohio from the 
Northeast, East, and South. The map of Amer
ican settlers in Ohio (Fig. 3) serves as an excel
lent blueprint for barn types, especially in the 
eastern and southern parts of the state 
(Wilhelm, 1989). Because the northwestern 
counties of Ohio were settled much later than 
the rest of the state, barns in that area were 
built from contemporary plans rather than tra
dition. 

New Englanders who settled primarily in 
northern Ohio came from a tradition of lives
tock farming, especially dairying, with rela
tively little crop agriculture. They brought with 
them the small English or three bay barn. Usu
ally around 60 feet by 20 feet in size, this barn 
consisted of a central threshing floor flanked by 
a hay or straw mow on one side and livestock 
stalls on the other. The loft area under the 
ubiquitous gabled roof was used to store hay or 
straw. These small barns were often banked 
and livestock was stabled in the banked portion. 
In time, this English barn was increased in size 
and raised to form a two level structure. 

Settlers who came into Ohio from the East 
were largely from Pennsylvania and many 
were of Pennsylvania-Dutch background. These 
were crop and livestock farmers with wheat as 
their major money crop. These settlers also in
troduced into Ohio one of the country's most 
distinctive rural structures, the German bank, 
Sweitzer, or forebay barn. Four features of this 
barn stand out: its size, built into the slope, two 
levels or stories, and the forebay, overhang, or 
overshoot. The latter feature, or the projecting 
by several feet of the second level over the 



banked lower level is, perhaps, the most 
characteristic feature of this barn. In Ohio, the 
term "overshoot" or "overhang" is frequently 
used to describe the cantilevered portion. This 
Pennsyvlania barn, whose origins lie in eastern 
Switzerland (Ensminger, 1980/81), had very 
wide distribution throughout central Ohio and 
westward and in all likelihood influenced the de
velopment of later, two level barns either 
banked or with a ramp accessing the second 
level threshing floor. 

Southerners came into Ohio principally 
from Virginia, including its Appalachian Up
land and Piedmont regions. They were corn, 
cattle, hog, and tobacco farmers, who relied 
heavily on log construction, and built gable 
entry barns. This Southern-type barn differs 
both in function and form from the English and 
Pennsylvania barns. Its development probably 
relates to European log construction and the 
storage of corn rather than the traditional Euro
pean small grains. Consequently, it lacks the 
typical threshing floor of the European barns. 
Its central aisle which lies parallel to the roof 
ridge is lined by corn cribs and stalls. A huge 
hay loft which is often accessed from an outside 
door topped by a hayhood gives this barn its 
prominent roof area. There may be side sheds 
for cattle and horses along either side of the 
barn. The distribution of that barn in Ohio coin
cides very well with the Virginians' settlement 
area (Fig. 3), but is most conspicuous in the 
Virginia Military District of the state. This area 
which is located between the Little Miami and 
Scioto rivers was set aside as military bounty 
land for Virginian veterans of the Revolutio
nary War. 

The three barns, briefly discussed above, 
were modified in time to suit changes in land 
use and technology. However, the majority of 
Ohio's older barns reflect in their form these 
ancestral types. Of special importance in the 
state is the two level or raised barn often 
banked or with a ramp. The relationship of this 
barn type to earlier New England or Pennsyl
vania barns seems obvious. Similarly, the 
Southern barn with its modern adaptations be
came popular throughout the Midwest where it 
is often ref erred to as a Midwestern Horse 
Barn. Principal form changes of traditional 
barns were in large measure confined to roof 
shapes. Thus, the traditional European gabled 
roof eventually gave way to the gambrel roof 
which, in turn, led to the round roof. The func
tional benefits of these later roof types, consid
ering the storage of loose hay and straw, are 
quite apparent. 

West Central Ohio and Its Barns. 
One of Ohio's unique settlement areas lies 

in the far western part of the state directly ad
joining Indiana. The core of this area is in Au
glaize and Mercer counties which are part of 
Ohio's glacial or till plain. This terrain region 
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includes much of the western half of the state 
and is characterized by varying depths of gla
cial sediment or till. With the exception of 
riverine areas, this region has a flat to gently 
rolling surface. One of its persistent problems is 
poor drainage, especially on the level expanses 
of land. Conversely, the glacial deposits of this 
region, which are rich in calcium, have weath
ered into some of the best soils in Ohio. 

A part of that region, centered on Auglaize 
and Mercer counties, was selected during the 
1830s by a group of German immigrants for set
tlement. These settlers had come from Lower 
Saxony (Niedersachsen) in northwestern Ger
many, an area not unlike the terrain they were 
to occupy in western Ohio. Besides similarity in 
terrain, the decision by the German settlers to 
purchase land here was probably also influ
enced by the prospect of having one of the 
state's principal canals, the Miami and Erie, 
pass through their settlement. Both New Bre
man and Minster, the two major towns in this 
German settlement area, derived considerable 
benefit because of their location on the canal 
route. 

Among the material and economic tradl
tions of the German settlers were a regionally 
distinctive housebarn type (Fig. 1), and the 
preoccupation with dairying. Of these two 
traits, the latter survived and remains a 
characteristic element in the agriculture of 
west-central Ohio. The Lower Saxon housebarn, 
a one story structure combining human, ani
mal, and storage space under a common roof, 
did not make the trans-Atlantic crossing. In
stead, the settlers followed the established En
glish norm of separate buildings for different 
functions. They did, however, integrate in both 
town and farm structures traditional methods 
and materials of construction. For example, a 
large number of houses and other buildings re
main which were built in half-timber, consisting 
of a heavy post and beam frame and a filler or 
nogging of brick. In fact, pure brick construc
tion quickly replaced half-timbering and is a 
diagnostic architectural feature of the area. It 
is especially well revealed in the towering cath
olic churches of parts of the settlement region 
(Wilhelm, 1981). 

Although the Lower Saxon hosuebarn was 
not reestablished in western Ohio, there is one 
barn at the Cloister Maria Stein in Mercer 
County which resembles the traditional struc
ture in some ways (Fig. 4). It has, for example, 
the characteristic gable side entrance of the 
Lower Saxon housebarn and a central aisle that 
is parallel with the roof ridge. Similarly, the 
roof is large and because of its high pitch ap
pears to rest on low side walls. This feature is 
typical of other early barns in the settlement re
gion, but these barns do not have gable side en
trances. Perhaps most revealing is the framing 
of this barn which includes bent construction 
that is unquestionably northwest European. 



Among the notable features of this frame is the 
"Dutch tenon" (Fitchen, 1968; Noble, 1984). It 
consists of a narrow shaped and rounded tenon 
that is passed through a similarly narrow mor
tise clear to the opposite side of the beam where 
it is anchored with wooden pegs. (Fig. 5) This 
writer has noticed similar framing details in 
other barns of the area, indicating the direct 
diffusion of a specific construction technique 
from Germany to Ohio. Another form element 
of the Maria Stein barn and one that is repeated 
on other early barns of the area and which may 
be a carry-over from the Lower Saxon house
barn is three small windows in the gable area 
(Fig. 6). They may represent residual forms of 
ancient openings on the Lower Saxon structure 
which emitted smoke passed across the barn 
loft from the open hearth kitchen at the opposite 
end of the housebarn. This particular form re
lationship is purely speculative and probably 
impossible to prove. The three windows on the 
Mercer County barns may be simply light 
sources for an otherwise dark loft. On the other 
hand? Well, we'll never know. 

Finally there are the "owl holes," small, de
corative openings near the peak of the barn 
gable. They are not present on the Maria Stein 
barn but do occur, now and then, on other old 
barn; in the settlement area. They were quite 
common on the Lower Saxon housebarns and 
may, in fact, represent the survival of a tradi
tional form element in western Ohio. Con
versely, the presence of these "owl holes," 
which were briefly mentioned in another part of 
this article, may be related to the work of crews 
of carpenters who left these holes as marks of 
their building activity. 

The majority of the earlier barns~ the Au
glaize - Mercer county area were side entry 
barns either three or five bays in length. They 
resemble German ground level barns or 
Grundscheuer. The central threshing floor is 
slightly elevated above the adjacent anim~l 
stalls. The width or depth of these structures 1s 
greater than usual which accounts for the 
enormous roof resting on what appears to be re
latively low side walls. The resulting "look" of 
the barn is somehow reminiscent of the Lower 
Saxon housebarns. Other trait elements that 
would link these barns with the ancestral ones 
in Lower Saxony include framing methods 
using the "Dutch tenon, three gable side win
dows possibly related to the ancient smoke 
holes, and small, decorative openings or so
called "owl holes." 

Because the Lower Saxon settlement in 
western Ohio is part of a greater agricultural 
region known for its productivity ~~d excellence 
in farming, barns were often modified or totally 
replaced to accommodate changes in land use 
and technology. Certainly, the desire to keep up 
with popular developments in barn design must 
have been an influential factor accounting for 
changing barn forms. This would be especially 
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true for an area whose residents pride them
selves in the appearance of their farmsteads 
and fields. In fact, the cultural landscape of 
west-central Ohio reflects the ancient German 
dictum that "orderliness and cleanliness are 
next to godliness." 

Especially noticeable among the later 
barns in the settlement region are raised ones 
often with a ramp providing access to the sec
ond level. Frequently, these barns will ha"'.e 
gambrel or, in some cases, round roofs. This 
type of barn became_ t~e one of choice which,. of 
course is not surpnsmg for an area of dairy 
farmin'g. The lower level includes all necessary 
service areas for milk production, while the 
upper level offered the space for bul~ stora~e. 
Although technological changes, especially with 
regard to fodder storage, have made_ these 
large-sized barns superf:1.uous, !llany co~tmue to 
function as before. Their persistence gives the 
settlement landscape that singular element 
needed to stamp it as agricultural. 

German settlement in west-central Ohio 
during the first half of the nineteenth century 
established a distinctive agricultural landscape. 
House and barn types, and construction 
techniques and materials, reflect the diffusion 
and local survival of northwest European mate
rial traits. The knowledgeable observer would 
be able to identify a Lower Saxon settlement 
complex which, in addition to the material ele
ments of the landscape, includes the traditional 
dependence on dairying. 
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Figure 1. Lower Saxon housebarn. Note the 
half-timber construction and small residual 
smoke holes. 
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Figure 2. Half-timber construction in an aban
doned house in Western Ohio 
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Figure 4. Gable entry barn at Maria Stein, 
Mercer County, Ohio 

Figure 5. Framing detail of Maria Stein barn 
showing "Dutch tenon." 

Figure 6. Lower Saxon housebarn, with three 
windows representing residual smoke holes. 



LIWWAT BOKE 
1835 Pioneer - Southern Mercer County 

by: Luke B. Knapke 
Minster, Ohio 45865 

Liwwatt Boke, pioneer, had only a little to 
say about barns. But she had much to contrib
ute about the spirit which led to the building of 
those magnificent barns of southern Mercer 
County. In 1842 she wrote, "At best a farm here 
in the wilderness is an inefficient food producer 
but it will be a thorough producer of good 
men.''1 

Liwwat Boke (Elisabeth Boeke) came with 
her husband, Bernard (Natz) Boeke, to this 
newly opened virgin wilderness in Mercer 
County. (The last remaining Indians of this 
area had been removed in late 1832.) They re
corded their deed to an eighty acre farm on Au
gust 19, 1835. This farm was in the forest just 
west of the settlement of St. John in Marion 
Township. They immediately began the work of 
clearing their land. 

Considering her peasant status, Liwwat 
Boke was exceptionally well educated for those 
times. Instruction in drawing was part of this 
education, and she drew and wrote throughout 
the rest of her life. Many of her drawings show 
events and scenes from her experiences as an 
immigrant and pioneer, and sometimes she 
used t~e.se to illustratE: parts of her writings. So 
h~~ writmgs and drawmgs help to give some ad
dibonaJ and valuable understanding of early 
local history from an educated woman's point of 
view. They help us obtain a better grasp of the 
experiences, attitudes and feelings of the people 
who settled this wilderness. 

She was very conscious of the importance of 
history. Seven of the articles she had written 
before her emigration from northern Germany 
and which she carried to the new world relate t~ 
history. In one place she writes, "History gives 
us perspective. History is the prince of man
kind's studies. m In another place she states 
"As Cicero said, 'If one does not know th; 
events that happened before the time of his 
birth, he remains a child. "' 3 She remained a 
student of the world all her life and in her last 
years she wrote a lengthy, perceptive and 
thought-provoking article which details the 
wide-ranging understanding of history she had 
achieved in a lifetime. 

There is no doubt of her purpose in record
i!lg _her thought~ ~nd experiences for, when jus
tifymg her writmg and drawing, she says 
"P_erhapf in ~wenty, ~hirty or ninety years my 
children s children will come to read my writ
ings and to look at my various drawings and 
th~y will better understand who they are, and 
will know that Natz and I were really living per
sons. "4 

How fortunate we are that Liwwat took the 
time and expended the effort to record so much 
information! Her writings give an excellent pic
ture of the first settlers of southern Mercer 
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County. These people were almost all from a 
very restricted area in north Germany - a part 
of the ~rand Duchy of Oldenburg and the adja
cent Kmgdom of Hanover. They all had similar 
peasant backgrounds, were Low German speak
mg, and_ had facE:d !he same hardships at home, 
and agam on their Journey to America and over 
the mountains to Ohio. They had to overcome 
the same difficulties and conflicts in their new 
world wilderness home. All of this Liwwat de
scribed so sensitively, so astutely, that we are 
left with a graphic awareness of their lives in 
the earliest days. 

Was Liwwat typical of these Low German 
pioneers? Apart from the obvious difference of 
her superior education she was. These people 
were industrious, thrifty, determined, upright. 
They all faced a staggering dawn-to-dusk, crad
le-to-grave workload simply to survive. They 
had to cope with a strange land, a new lan
guage, a different culture, a different govern
ment, isolation, new values and freedoms. And 
they were successful in their gradual adjust
ment, their needed attitude changes. They man
aged to overcome their problems and ac
complish their goals. Their descendants and the 
farms they left attest to this. 

Quotes from Liwwat's writings - in her 
own direct, insightful writing style will serve 
best to examine some of the difficulties facing 
the new settlers in southern Mercer County in 
the first years. 

About 1830 conditions became desperate for 
these German peasants. Their homeland could 
not support the growing population, so these 
peasants had relied on extra income from mi
grant work in Holland and on the local cottage 
industry of hand-weaving linen. About 1830 their 
linen could no longer compete with machine
woven line and cotton from England. At this 
same time H~lland no longer required large 
numbers of migrant workers. As Liwwat said 
"We were starving. ,,s Furthermore, under th~ 
feudal system which still persisted in north Ger
many, children were locked in the class into 
which they had been born. The consciousness of 
their virtual slavery under this system with no 
hope, no future, no chance to own land, coupled 
with the news from America of the new avail
ability of land north of the Greene Ville Treaty 
Line - at $1.25 per acre - inspired large num
bers to leave. Once the agonizing decision to 
leave home, family and friends was made, they 
sold their possessions and set out on the fear
some journey. 

Liwwat vividly recounts her day-by-day 
travel experience, a total of more than 100 end
less, exhausting days to reach the Ohio River at 
Steubenville. Her account of Day Twelve of the 
ocean portion of the trip states, "We had a still 
wind the whole day. The close association is 
getting us all now. Every day is detestable, with 
no satisfactions, and the feeling is contagious. I 
notice no decent conversations between passen-



gers, and it takes a strong effort to start one 
with the other women. We think about our new 
fatherland, and discover in our minds a coun
terstream of thoughts about our abandoned 
homeland. The trip is costly, not merely in 
money, but also in these contrary feelings. '16 

And they were to be aboard their sailing ship 
for yet another forty-seven days! 

Liwwat' s dramatic descriptions of the vir
gin wilderness help us to grasp to a small extent 
the settlers' feelings. She says, "Of the forest, 
my first impression was: I am imprisoned, 
swallowed deep in its gloomy throat. In these 
wooded depths there is no dimension or direc
tion, so dreadfully quiet, so damp, dark, cool. 
Behind, below, above, in front are the brush, 
the weeds, and two million unbending trees. 
Their branches, their boughs clutch at me at 
each step, and there is no path except by the old 
branchless trees; a topsy-turvy paradox, cool 
three-fourths of the day and a cookpot all after
noon. " 7 

She adds, "Houses lie far apart from each 
other here in the forest. Right up to our doorsill 
and to those of our neighbors reaches the huge, 
somber and vaulted forest. There are no open
ings to break up the overhang, nothing but end
less miles upon miles of the shadowy woH
haunted woodland. The great trees tower 
heavenward until their individual crowns are 
lost among the many branches at the top, and 
the lower brances disappear under the wild 
growth that chokes the open places between· the 
trunks. . . . The sunlight cannot get through the 
arches of the murmuring leaves. Through the 
grayish shadow and down the pathways in the 
forest men walk, continually in a kind of mid
day gloom. We people from Bieste in this thick 
forest feel as if our heads are hooded. All the 
countryside is monotonous in a tree-strewn 
land. Everything in it lies hidden. And farther 
on? No one can say, not even the bravest hun
ters know how far to the west this forest ex
tends; they have not yet gone through to the 
other end. " 8 

Remembering her first days, she writes, 
"We immigrants in wet hunting clothes, many a 
husband with a wife on one arm and a hunting 
gun in the other, are impatient with our urge to 
clear the forest! God is here too, by the way!! ! 
Gradually we come to know the secretive sav
age forest and later on (it seems an instant) are 
the forest and we familiar with one another. We 
know it! The animals, the weather, sometimes 
it all seems right! My introduction was entirely 
frustrating, unexpected. It shocked me. Now, 
looking back, Natz and I have become nothing if 
not jacks-of-all-trades. We now make light of 
our luck in surmounting the wearying 
hardships. " 9 

She continues, "It is impossible to. describe 
how dense, dull and clumsy, how pitifully bewil
dered we and out neighbors were ... howimpu
dent nature was! The margin between preserv
ing the life and health of our bodies and minds 
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... was often precarious. Saying goodbye to the 
forest, not uncommon, was not possible. Get 
out? We could not! Our complaints went away 
in time. It was worth our wailing and scream
ing. God is indeed with us!! " 10 

Also, "The forest is a vast, attractive, won
derful sight to see and enjoy, but that one can
not eat or wear. Natz and I are thankful about 
our decision to emigrate to America. It is the 
best situation to live in the forest, also much 
better married to a nice fine man whom I love. 
. . . One matures in this battle to take over the 
woods, but we did achieve it up to our expecta
tions. "11 

Adjustment from a life in a developed, 
civilized land to life in a raw new land was try
ing in many ways. She relates, "Way of life 
here in the American forest between husband 
and wife. It is so different here. To begin with 
the forest is really better for the Indians, but 
Natz and I are white Europeans and also peas
ants. We are not Yankee, Protestants, English, 
but no one is better than another, for the forest 
levels all men in it to a raw lifestyle in work, 
food, clothes, buildings, plants, moving around. 
We had to adjust to new government regula
tions and to freedom. God's goodness provides 
here many prospects and much space. ''1 2 "For 
anyone anywhere in the forest conditions are 
similar . . . land is plentiful and all else is 
scarce; therefore, only courage, frugality and 
industry will bring assured returns. ''1

3 

Her great concern for the community 
prompts Liwwat to report, "The wives worry 
themselves half to death with complaints. Many 
are without hope. Always and all the time they 
are in the dismal forest. Their husbands are 
usually outside in the woods, sawing and chop
ping down trees and gathering and burning the 
underbrush. m4 "The daily, weekly, monthly con
finement in the little cabin makes the children 
and mother restless, especially in the winter
time; my husband is mostly outside in the 
light. ''1 5 

Life was especially difficult for the women 
and she explains, "Self-concern is more com
mon each succeeding summer and is now al
most epidemic. The people, men and women, 
are locked in the solitude of their own hearts 
and minds. The men want to chop down the 
forest in a short time, and it is not possible. The 
men fall short in their undertakings and, in 
their dissatisfaction, they are silent and sulky, 
sullen and pouty. Such behavior smothers the 
women's spirits, and they feel themselves 
alone, apart from the community, without 
friends and female companions . ... The women 
are not often praised, so they feel themselves 
abandoned in the world, facing their inner 
troubles. . . . The community is in great diffi
culty. ''1 6 

As to what can be done to improve condi
tions, Liwwat suggests, "Now finally we must 
especially push aside our Saxon cautiousness, 



sensitiveness and mysticism, and let ourselves 
go with laughter and singing and fun. After
wards we will better be able to clean, to build, 
and to try to fit in a new concept, namely, that 
the real need here in St. John or in our houses 
is the building of a new mental attitude. There 
is more in life than gear for keeping warm and 
clean, for eating, drinking, . . . working and 
praying. There are also visiting, looking in on 
others with troubles. Everyone can contribute 
something. "1 7 

The climate in this new land also was an un
expected problem in several ways. She de
scribes the difficulties. "The farmers did not 
have the right grasp of the how, where and 
what for taking over this forest, for dealing with 
the forest or plants. All of the routine was new 
and went contrary to our previous ideas and 
skills. . . . Countless discussions in the forest or 
cornfields . . . the land seemed crazy. It was a 
crying shame how much time and help, how 
many hours were wasted. In Europe we under
stood the land, its use; here we dared not specu
late. We learned by degrees how or where and 
what to plant first and such things. There was 
always a stalling, a delay. ms 

She also commented, "This land is so differ
ent compared to Germany, and there are new 
sicknesses. The European body has not yet 
learned what it must watch out for and cannot 
resist. In the damp hot summer we must be 
careful about eating, and about clean food. In 
America it is hotter in summer and colder in 
winter. Springtime is wetter. The next genera
tion will adjust itself better to the weather, the 
water and cleanliness. They will also know the 
woods better, the dangers and so forth. What 
and how it will be like I wonder sometimes. m9 

The crushing work load was devastating. 
"On each acre there stand sixty-five to a 
hundred huge, thick trees. With all the thistles 
and thorns, and stones under the brush, this 
means that three acres is all Natz and I can 
clear with luck in one summer if I am not with 
child. And it is so necessary to fence cleared 
land immediately for otherwise all the animals 
are running around it. The soil is fertile. We had 
to think over and talk over our situation each 
season from the beginning. Circumstances dif
fered so, for example the weather. With our 
lack of knowledge of this land and the world 
here, there were always new emergencies. This 
is also true with all our neighbors and friends in 
the community and the area, including the Eng
lish Yankees. We go along one way, and sud
denly we must adjust. m9 

It must have felt hopeless at times. She 
said, "Our daily requirement and problem: how 
to divide our time between house-building and 
other construction, handwork on furniture and 
gear, and clearing up and chopping down the 
forest ... everything by hand. That is all tedi
ous. Time was needed for planting corn, fenc
ing, protecting our stock and grain and garden 

563 

from marauding wild animals and birds. The 
crows were not afraid of our scarecrows. We 
had to chase them off with clubs, guns, and 
noise, day and night. '>'l

1 

More work demands! "The people here, all 
of them, were in need, needing cattle, pigs, etc., 
all at the same time. But we didn't have the 
time or the food for handfeeding the stock. Con
sequently many let their stock run loose 
through the woods, far and wide. Rail fences 
were lacking. It was impossible to do every
thing . . . clearing, fencing, building the barn, 
house, stalls, lean-tos, cribs; needing to drain 
the land, build bridges, haul off stones - on and 
on until eternity - it was not possible. It was 
not! In time all this was overcome, everything 
accomplished. " 22 "By 1845-1848 we all had to 
build bigger barns; we had more fields sown in 
hay, and hay is bulky to store! '"JS 

And still more to do! "The boundaries 
around our fields are all open. The best and 
only protection is the rail fence ... we have 
plenty of wood. Fence-making takes so much 
time . . . chopping a fallen tree to pieces. In one 
day a strong axeman can split about eighty to 
eighty-four flat rails. Today we still cannot pro
tect what acres are in use. A bitter and souring 
blotch, the source of an unending discontent, an 
annoying burden here in the forest is ever the 
barbarous practice which lets sick cattle and 
pigs run loose and wild. The necessity for build
ing fences around plowed land starts more ar
guments here than any other thing except the 
drinking of whiskey. Hedge fences do not hold 
the pigs inside. A rail-splitting axeman can cost 
$20 per month with board and room. In time we 
will get it done, yes, all by ourselves. m4 

Another unexpected problem was having to 
adjust to a different culture and to values which 
seemed foreign to them. Liwwat had much to 
say in this regard. "America is entirely differ
ent than we had imagined formerly. Over
drawn, exaggerated expectations created inno
cent, ignorant, idealistic immigrants; and the 
American culture puts emphasis on things, ac
quisitions, possessions and status." "In our 
childhood in the Old World, we Low Germans 
were styled, cut, formed and finished with an 
entirely different outlook, customs and princi
ples suited to living in Europe. " "In America, 
personal freedom, knowing one's own worth, 
and self-determination have great value. You 
are answerable to yourself alone. Here in 
America the Yankee culture places high value 
on being left alone, and one must not interfere 
with another or come between others. ms 

This struggle to understand and adapt is 
further suggested when she writes, "Here in 
America, the culture places so much emphasis 
on possessions, getting things, and the correct 
place upon the rung of the ladder, or one's po
sition in society. The lifestyle of the people here 
allows little time or energy to form and main
tain relationships. Over-emphasized and exag-



gerated expectations are created by an 
idealized version of luck: the self-made men . . . 
without God or families. Simultaneously, with 
increasing freedom and mobility, the bonds to 
spouse, family, church and community unravel 
quickly. 'l'l6 

The very clannish Low German settlers, 
bonded by their common language and religion, 
were also confronted with a different language 
and an unfamiliar people - the other early 
settlers who came to this area from Kentucky 
and Virginia. Liwwat writes about these fell ow 
citizens whom she calls Yankees. "The Yankees 
here were born in America. Their outlook and 
expectations are naturally more realistic; they 
can accept the reality of our forest. Their at
titude is most positive, the highest. They read 
English newspapers. I can understand them 
well since I am studying English in order to 
speak and write it. (This is something for all 
Germans here to learn immediately.) There are 
many differences between the Protestant Yan
kees and us Low German Catholics. That is un
derstandable since their families have been in 
America now for two or three generations. 
Today's Yankees started here, and, from cul
ture and tradition, understand quicker and bet
ter the American situation, its expectations, 
possibilities and limits. "m 

In another place Liwwat states, "the Yan
kee is a proper Englishman, and we can learn 
a great deal from his culture, ideas and lifes
tyle. He is no fool, not stupid. He is a good 
neighbor to have, to get to know and to work 
with. They are not exactly like us, but they are 
just as good ... often better. ,,is 

Though she wrote about many topics, her 
writings inevitably and inescapably become the 
story of Liwwat herself, her singular personal
ity. She was organized, wrote expressively - at 
times almost poetically, was concerned for the 
community and equal rights, was very reli
gious. Overall, in spite of difficulties, her at
titude seems to have been positive, tolerant, op
timistic and surely determined. She frequently 
exhibits a sly, delightful sense of humor. She 
was outspoken and possibly controversial in her 
convictions. She was capable in many things, 
even brilliant in some. 

An astounding thing is the remarkable ac
curacy with which she predicted events in es
says set down late in her life. She wrote, 
"People of every color and belief and loyalty 
will begin to move about, and so also will their 
ideas. Books will be abundant, cheaper. One 
will be able to get newspapers and pamphlets. 
The new telephone and telegraph will be so im
proved that information and knowledge will 
move around the one world. Localities, once 
called exotic - which means 'outside' - will 
likewise be inside, demanding our best ideas. 
Sometimes they will accept our help; and 
others will attempt revenge because of earlier 
injustices. '129 
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Another example, "The government sticks 
its nose in, and makes out it is the last resort. 
In time our government will get its finger in the 
water jug, and a water commission will let us 
have water of two kinds: A) for drinking, B) for 
washing! It will oversee poorhouses, all gifts, 
charity to the poor, orphans, widows, and will 
get the upper hand over churches, schools and 
communities. That will come fast ... the devil 
is on their side. More and more the state feels 
its strength, politics takes over. In our morality, 
there is the vacuum of a self-centered world. 
This troubles many. The custom where we as
sisted our neighbors, the community, the vil
lage, gradually will pass into other hands. '"JO 

Further; "A time of mediocrity has now 
begun here in America, and mediocrity freezes 
the mind . ... Equality gives rise to uniformity, 
and evil is helped out by sacrificing all that is 
excellent, noteworthy and extraordinary. . .. 
Everything becomes less crude and at the same 
time more vulgar, cheaper! An epoch of great 
men is passing away, the epoch of the anthill is 
upon us. n:n . 

In the article entitled "Some Fruits in My 
Old Age", which was written just three years 
before she died, there appear numerous, 
noteworthy insights which reflect her seasoned 
maturity. For example, "The whole secret of 
remaining young is to keep a burning en
thusiasm within by help of harmony in the soul. 
... When everything is rightly ordered within 
us, then we may rest in harmony with the works 
of God. A certain profound zest for eternal 
beauty and order, a glowing mind and 
straightforward good will, these are perhaps 
the foundation of wisdom . ... Wisdom encom
passes all the treasures of moral happenings 
and is the ripest fruit of a well spent life. . .. 
Only the wise man tastes all the flavors of all 
life and of every age, because only he can rec
ognize their beauty, dignity and worth. '132 

These serene observations reveal a beauti
fully fulfilled life. 
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The Messenger Press 

Originally located on the grounds of St. Joseph's College in Rensselaer, Indiana, The 

Messenger Press was relocated to the south wing of St. Charles Seminary (Carthagena, 

OH) in 1922. At that time The Press was operated by the priests and brothers of The 

Society of the Precious Blood. Their primary goal being to supply the needed printed mate

rials to The Society. In 1961 a separate building was constructed to house The Press on the 

Seminary's grounds. 

Over time, commercial printing work from area companies became a more frequent 

source of business. And more positions within The Press were filled by area residents as 

the number of priests and brothers began to dwindle. 

In July of 1992 longtime manager Walter Braun, along with representatives of The 

Society of the Precious Blood, handed the keys over to Heitkamp and Kremer Printing, 

Inc. New owners Randy Heitkamp and Allan Kremer have continued to do business as The 

Messenger Press and remain in the same location. However, The Messenger Press of the 

past year has certainly seen some changes. 

Changes geared toward modernization and increased efficiency. This will not only 

make meeting the printing needs of customers more practical and economical, but also 

increase the likelihood of future employment prospects for area residents. 

Currently, The Messenger Press meets the demands of its customers from the sur

rounding communities and across the country with a complete line of business and com

puter forms, stationery, business cards, wedding accessories, presentation folders, 

brochures, booklets, books and much more. The Messenger Press is proud to be listed as 

one of the oldest print establishments in Mercer County. 
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Gagel Hardware Co. 

Michael Henry Gagel Jr., who would go on to found a 
successful business that still bears his name, came to 
Mercer County from his native Germany in 1892. He was 
eighteen years of age, and the only member of his family 
to immigrate. The son of Michael and Veronica Gagel of 
Nusloch (near Heidelberg), he was born August 24, 1874. 
Descendants of his brother Martin still live in Nusloch. 
He became a citizen on July 27, 1897, and his first jobs 
were with a local lumber company and the Maria Stein 
Spreader Works. 

Michael Gagel married Catherine Synck (1880-1937), 
on May 17, 1899 at Maria Stein. She was the daughter of 
John and Catherine (Witte) Synck, who had come to 
Maria Stein from Westphalen, Germany. Michael and 
Catherine made their home in Maria Stein, near the 
intersection of State Route 119 and St. John Rd. The 
house still stands, and is owned by grandson Tom. 

In 1917, at the age of 43, Michael Gagel founded the 
business that would become a popular and respected 
member of the Mercer County business community. The 
Gagel Hardware Company began as a small store, selling 
tools, auto tires, household implements, and even those 
"miracle" appliances of the day, motorized washing 
machines. An important service to the area farmers in 
the 1920's and '30's was the installation and repair of hay 
track, windmills, and pumps. 

Michael lived long enough to see the busines 
launched. He died in 1923, at the age of 49. He is buried 
at St. John's cemetery in Maria Stein. The task of keep
ing the business going fell to his wife and sons. Upon 
Catherine's death, the business was purchased from the 
estate by Ollie, the eldest son. Bill & Jim, the younger 
brothers, worked for the company. Then, as now, the 
teen-age and younger family members, spent after school 
and summer hours helping at the store. 

After the depression of the early '30s some measure 
of prosperity was returning and with the advent of the 
Rural Electrification Act, the business expanded to 
include electrical, plumbing and heating services, floor 
coverings, appliances, and a full range of hardware and 
housewares. It became necessary to hire additional help 
and through the years, notable among these are Lee 
Knapke, who retired in 1977 after 40 years. Richard 
Overman was hired in the late '40's and Paul Niekamp 
was hired in the mid '50's. Both retired in the late '80's. 
Also in 1937, Ollie married Marguerite Hickey of 
Versailles and over the ensuing years she assisted in the 
business. 

In 1950, a new, larger, modern building was built. In 
1955, the old building was razed, and replaced with an 
addition to the new building. Later, the company bought 
the old Knights of St. John Hall for use as a warehouse. 
Gagel Hardware Company is an independent, family
owned business. In 1962 it joined the True Value 
Hardware organization, and has remained a member 
since. 

Ollie Gagel died in 1964 and ownership passed to his 
wife, Marguerite. For the next seven years, the store was 
managed by Ollie's brother, Jim, and Tom, who, in 1963, 
graduated from the University of Dayton with a Degree 
in Business Administration. In 1970 Paul also graduated 
from the University of Dayton and in 1971 the business 
was passed on to the next generation as Tom and Paul 
purchased the business from their mother, Marguerite. 

Today, Paul manages the hardware portion of the 
business, while also attending to the bookkeeping func
tions. Tom manages the plumbing, heating and air condi-
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tioning sales and service and is responsible for quotes 
and estimates. Current employees include Jeff Heitkamp, 
Nancy Bomholt, Tom's sons, Brian and Todd. Jim, 
although semi-retired, still helps out with merchandising 
one and a half days a week. 

Thus the business founded by Michael Gagel 75 
years ago remains in the family, and enjoys a well-earned 
reputation for good service, a friendly smile, and quality 
merchandise. 

Three photographs illustrate changes in the build
ings over the last seventy years; the photographs are 
dated 1920, 1952, and 1992. 

1920 

1952 

1992 



Huelsman Automotive, Inc. 
r;-7, '.fl 
~-~ 

On October 19, 1927, Charles H. Huelsman from 
Cranberry Prairie, St. Henry, Ohio, purchased from 
Louis George Jr. from North Star, Ohio, the garage 
equipment and parts for $612.00. The equipment was 
housed in the west lean to of the Joseph Dorsten 
Blacksmith Shop which Charles rented for $15.00 a 
month. The Blacksmith Shop was later sold to Ed. H. 
Zahn, the local blacksmith. Charles continued busi
ness in this section of the building as a general garage 
at that time, repairing mostly Model T Fords and 
Fordson Tractors. 

On November 1, 1933, Mr. Ed. J. Rindler bought 
half interest in the business and it was operated as 
Chickasaw Garage until May 1934, when the business 
was moved to the present location of Chickasaw 
Garage on Franklin Street. On January 1, 1947, Ed 
Rindler bought the half interest that Charles 
Huelsman owned and Ed Rindler continued to operate 
his business as Chickasaw Garage. 

In January 1947, Charles Huelsman then bought 
the lot on the corner of State Route 716. Huelsman 
also bought a two car garage from A.J. Lechliter. This 
building was then moved from the present Harold 
Rentz property to the corner lot on State Route 716. 
An extra stall and office were added to the two car 
garage. The building was opened for business June 1,-
1947, as Huelsman's Garage. In 1952, the first twin 
post hoist was installed. In 1959, two extra stalls were 
added on the southeast corner of the building and 
another two post hoist was installed. In 1967, a sixty 
foot addition was added to the west of the building 
including three more hoists and a hot water heating 
system. 

In 1965, Charles bought the building formerly 
owned by the Village Booster Club. This building was 
used to warehouse tires, oil, and exhaust system parts 
until 1973 when it was sold to the Citizens 
Commercial Bank for their new bank building. On 
January 1, 1969, Charles Huelsman sold the business 
to his son Robert V. Huelsman and he then changed 
the name to Huelsman Automotive. It was not incor
porated until 1978. In 1973, the lot south of the busi
ness was bought from the Rentz Brothers. On this lot 
there stood the old church barn. The parishioners 
would unhitch their horses and tie them in the barn 
during church services. The building was torn down 
and in 1974 a 50' x 80' steel building was erected. This 
building is operated as a wholesale and retail parts 
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store. In 1982, a 25' addition was added to the west 
end of the building, and two more hoists were added. 
It is used as an addition to the Service Department. 

Today, the business employs 17 people. They have 
a warehouse between Cassella and Montezuma. 

In 1993, Robert's sons, Thomas and John, are 
owners of the business. This is the third generation of 
HUELSMAN AUTOMOTIVE. 

The beginning of Huelsman's Garage as it is known 
today; January 1947. 

Past owner, Robert Huelsman, left, and brother 
Fred Huelsman. 

Huelsman's Automotive 



The Saint Henry Bank 
8111 State Route 119, Maria Stein 

The St. Henry Bank was established in 1904 as a private banking institution. We have 
been serving the customers of Southern Mercer County at the same location since 1906. 
Our branch office located in Maria Stein, OH was established in 1975 to serve our cus
tomers in that area. 

Currently the Bank has assets of 82 million. The St. Henry Bank has always been on 
the cutting edge of its industry by offering a wide variety of modern banking services. 
These services range from our own ATM (Automatic Teller Machine located at both the 
main and branch offices). VISA and MasterCard, discount brokerage, IRA's and any loan 
to suit your financial needs. As a leading Ag lender in the community we are very much in 
tune to our customers' needs. 

The Directors of the Bank are Don Evers, Albert Romer, Betty Romer, John Romer and 
Frank Woeste. Officers are John Romer - President, Donald Evers - Cashier, Frank Woeste 
- Senior Loan Officer, and Carl Hess - Maria Stein Branch Manager. 

Other employees include Karla Clune, Kathy Fullenkamp, Diane Goettemoeller, 
Bonnie Heckman, Donna Hess, Deb Homan, Esther Homan, Nancee Homan, Marlene 
Klose, Ginny Kremer, Thomas Kunk, Teresa Poling, Elaine Siefring, Diane Siegrist, Linda 
Stout, Elaine Uhlenhake, Anita Wendel. 
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Chickasaw Garage Inc. 

On November 1, 1933 Mr. Ed J. Rindler bought 
half interest in a general garage °business with 
Charles Huelsman. The business was located in a sec
tion of the Blacksmith Shop and was operated as 
Chickasaw Garage. In May of 1934 the business was 
moved to its present location on Franklin St. in 
Chickasaw. On January 1, 1947, Ed Rindler bought 
the half interest that Charles Huelsman owned and 
Ed Rindler continued to operate his business as 
Chickasaw Garage. 

Ed Rindler sold the business to his son Don in 
1968, and in August of 1973 Don Rindler sold the 
garage to Arnold Homan. 

The building was in need of repair. The east half 
of the building belonged to Bill Spoltman and was 
used for storage. It had once been used as the hard
ware store by its former owner Joe Meinerding. The 
west half was used for the garage business. At the 
back of the building was located an old house attached 
by the porch to the northwest corner of the garage 
building. This house was once the home of Edward 
and Elizabeth Rindler and their four children. At this 
time, the house was used for storage. 

In October, 1974, the Spoltman Hardware was 
offered for sale. Mr. Homan purchased it from Gary 
Spoltman and Rentz Brothers. He was then able to 
remodel and enlarge the facilities because he now 
owned both halves of the building. The entire top 
story of the double building was taken down and a 
complete new second story was added. It was made 
into two large apartments. 

The old house behind the garage was taken down 
and a new 30 x 50 feet addition was added to the 
north end which allowed for more working area, and 
office and restrooms. The entire building is now the 
Chickasaw Garage. 

On November 28, 1989 the entire inside of the 
Garage was gutted by fire. The inside of the garage 
was completely remodeled. 

On December 5th, 1990 Arnold Homan passed 
away. The business was then taken over by his wife 
Lillian Homan. 

On July 31, 1991 the gas pumps in front of the 
building were removed. On January 1, 1992 
Chickasaw Garage became Incorporated. On January 
1, 1993 Bob and Marian Heitbrink bought into the 
Business. 
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Chickasaw Machine & 
Tool, Inc. 

Chickasaw Machine & Tool was started by Urban 
Zahn and Ralph Schwaberow. Urban Zahn grew up in 
the village of Chickasaw and worked in machine shops 
in St. Marys, Dayton, etc. His goal in life was to have 
his own machine shop. 

After returning from service in 1945, he began 
working at Goodyear, St. Marys, Ohio as a machinist. 
In the late 1950's Urban went to work for a new plant 
in New Bremen, known as Excello Corp., and there he 
became a foreman. While working at Excello, Urban 
met Ralph Schwaberow, a fellow employee, who also 
wanted to start a machine shop. In late 1959, Excello 
moved out of New Bremen. At this time Urban and 
Ralph bought a small machine shop in Piqua, Ohio. 
They moved all the machines to Chickasaw and set up 
business in a small metal building on the corner of Rt. 
274 and Chickasaw Road. Here Urban was doing work 
in the evenings and in his spare time. 

Urban and Ralph started officially doing business 
in April 1961, as Zahn Machine & Engineering Co. In 
a very short time more room was needed. Extra room 
was added by using part of Ed Zahn's Blacksmith 
Shop on Rt. 274, north of Huelsman Automotive. 

In 1962, the name was changed to Chickasaw 
Machine & Tool Inc. The operation grew out of the 
small metal building and the Blacksmith Shop and 
moved to the new building on Chickasaw Road at the 
same time the name was changed. The site was the 
old Charles and Anna Huber property. After several 
years in the new building they outgrew it and needed 
more space again. In July 1969, the second building 
was added (50' x 100') to the operation. 

In 1975, Ralph Schwaberow sold his interest to 
Urban Zahn and he semi-retired. 

Chickasaw Machine & Tool Inc. makes all kinds of 
machine parts, special gear; they specialize in gear 
work. The employment is steady at about 15 or 16 
employees. 

Urban Zahn sold his interest to the present own
ers, LaVern Heitkamp, Dan Bruns, and Norb 
Tangeman in August 1987, for his retirement. 



Leugerslnsurance 

Present Insurance Office, 1978 

In 1914, a young teacher named Herman Leugers living 
in Maria Stein decided that he needed more money to raise 
his family. With his horse and buggy, he drove to Celina and 
asked the late E. J. Brookhart if he could sell auto insurance 
for The National Mutual which had just been organized. He 
came home and for the first year and a half drove around 
with his horse and buggy insuring automobiles for fire and 
wind at a cost of $2.10 for one year or if it included theft it 
was $2.60 a year. Over the next several years life insurance 
was added as well as several other companies. 

Herman Leugers continued teaching and in 1935 went 
into the insurance business full-time. 

After WW II, Henry Leugers joined his father in the 
insurance business. Up to this time, the insurance was being 
sold out of the home of Herman Leugers. 

In 1948, the first insurance office was built next to the 
community hall and close to the Leugers residence. Over the 
years, the community hall was moved out and converted into 
the American Legion Hall. The Harting's blacksmith shop 
was torn down as was the George Adams' tin shop which had 
been the Maria Stein hotel. This is now all a part of the 
Leugers Insurance Agency and their parking lot. 

In 1959, Herman Leugers died and the business contin
ued under Henry Leugers. In 1970, the agency was incorpo
rated with Henry Leugers being the sole owner. Also, in 
1970 the office was doubled in size to accommodate the life 
insurance agency which had been formed in the Columbus 
Mutual Life Insurance Company. In 1977, the building was 
enlarged for the third time - with the addition of three 
more private offices. 

In 1976, Kenneth Kremer, a long-time employee, Ted 
Bertke and Robert Leugers, son of Henry, bought into the 
Agency. The business continued as an incorporated agency. 

The Columbus Life Insurance Co. General Agency was 
formed in 1956 with Henry J. Leugers as General Agent and 
was housed in the same building. The Life Agency operates 
over a 7-8 county area. In 1982 when Henry Leugers retired 
Virgil Moorman became General Agent until his death in 
1991. Robert Leugers who had qualified for was appointed 
General Agent with Ted Bertke becoming the Associate 
General Agent. 

In 1982 when Henry Leugers retired - Leugers 
Insurance Agency Inc. continued as a three man partner
ship, namely Kenneth Kremer, Ted Bertke and Robert 
Leugers as owners. During the last few years two agencies 
in St. Marys were bought, namely the Mackenbach and Ike 
Stout Agencies, and continue in St. Marys as The Leugers 
Agency. 

Presently the employees in Maria Stein are: 9 and the 
employees in St. Marys are: 3. 

Herman Leugers at his 
Insurance Desk in his home, 
about 1935. 
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Maria Stein 
Animal Clinic 

The Maria Stein Animal Clinic was founded by 
Philothea native Dr. George Wenning and opened for 
business on February 1, 1969. The large and small ani
mal facility is located on State Route 119, across from the 
American Legion Hall in Maria Stein. This site was pur
chased from local farmers Henry and Leo Streaker. 
Henry Streaker purchased this farm, known as the 
Wildenhaus place, on June 14, 1924. The original home
stead was where the clinic now stands. Dr. Wenning's 
practice prospered and employed several assocate 
Veterinarians including Drs. Schmiesing, Coe, Topp, 
Markely, Cubera, and Hunter. Three of these Doctors left 
the practice to start their own practices within short dis
tances of the Maria Stein Animal Clinic. Dr. Wenning 
was practicing by himself when a series of health prob
lems forced his retirement in the fall of 1987 and spring 
of 1988. Dr. Wenning is still quite active serving on the 
State Veterinary Board, the Community Hospital Board, 
the Marion Community Development Committee, as a 
Lay Pastoral Minister, and enjoying his grandchildren 
with his wife Helen (Dirksen). 

The practice was purchased by the husband-wife 
team of Drs. Hardesty and Michalak on July 1, 1988. Dr. 
Michelle Michalak is a Toledo native and had practiced 
in Shelby, Arcanum, and Ada before coming to Maria 
Stein. Dr. Mark Hardesty is from an Auglaize county 
dairy farm. He farmed, sold feed, and completed a 
Master's degree in Dairy Management and Nutrition 
before becoming a Veterinarian. Dr. Michalak serves as 
managing partner and coordinates the swine and small 
animal portions of the practice. Dr. Hardesty works pri
marily as a dairy Veterinarian. Dr. Betsy Desch joined 
the practice in 1991. She coordinates the equine portion 
of the practice. Her work is divided between small animal 
and large animal individual care. Dr. William Decker 
joined the practice in 1993. He works as a general practi
tioner with emphasis on large animals. 

The practice serves the four counties of Mercer, 
Darke, Shelby, and Auglaize. A satellite office was 

opened in Versailles in 
1991 to serve clients in 
that area. Small animals 
appointments are seen in 
that office and it also 
functions as a large ani
mal dispensary. 
Complete Veterinary ser
vice is offered by the 
Maria Stein Animal 
Clinic. Services added in 
recent years include pet 
grooming, swine manage
ment and housing consul
tation, and Dairy 
Production Medicine. 
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GRAIN 

COMPANY 
Maria Stein Grain Co. is the oldest elevator in 

Mercer County. The main part of the mill was built in 
1890 by Henry Menker, and was powered by a steam 
engine. The grinder was powered by a six Horse 
Power gas engine. 

The grain was shipped by railroad cars to 
Cincinnati until the tracks were pulled up in 1923. A 
plaque in the foundation states it's the highest eleva
tion level in the county. 

1st owners: Henry & John Kramer 
2nd owners: Myers & Patty 
3rd owners: Henry Landman 
4th owners: John D. Kremer, Frank Klosterman 
5th owners: Irene Klosterman 
6th owners: Maurice Collins, Mark Grassbaugh, 

John Sites, Tom Pohlman 
Present Owners: Harold Broering, Roman 

Schaefer, Lowell Homan, Lillian Homan, Ken 
Broering, Charles Kremer, Bill Doenges, Jack 
Wenning 

Some former employees were: Vitus Siegrist, 
Louie Hausfeld, Vic Harting, Gus Droesch, Art Fiely, 
Art Everman, Henry Budde, Albin Kramer, Ott 
Kremer, Bert Knapke, Norb Prenger, Leo Streaker, 
Urban Hausfeld, Rich Kuess, Cy Overman, Andy 
Schlarman, Rich Brackman, Jerry Hausfeld, Walt 
Pohlmann, Jim Keller, Joe Pohlman, Bob Unrast, Jim 
Bruns, Dave Wolters, Rick Bruns, Louis Niekamp, 
Ken Hartings. 

In 1947 an addition was added to the mill, with 
another addition in 1971. A new overhead structure 
was put up in 1984. In 1986 a new office and ware
house was constructed, and in 1989 computers were 
installed for the Accounting Dept. 

The present employees are Mike Homan, Teresa 
Winner, Mary Albers, with Charles Kremer as the 
Manager and Ken Homan is the Feed Nutritionalist. 
Maria Stein Grain Co. is a multi-feeds and service 
dealer for the needs of the big or small customers. 
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Marion Mutual 
Insurance Association 

Marion Mutural Insurance Association is 
located at 6420 State Route 119, P.O. Box 98, 
Maria Stein, Ohio 45860. Dave Wolters is 
General Manager. 

The Marion Mutual Insurance Association 
was chartered as a fire insurance company in St. 
Rosa on February 18, 1881. Signatures of the 
original articles of incorporation include the fol
lowing: Bernard Wilke, Joseph Wietz, John 
Kramer, Joseph Hagedorn, Jon Ronnebaum, Fr. 
Bomholt, Henry Brackman, Peter Hartings, 
Henry Lochtefeld, Jr., John Cron, Haver Rentz, 
Mathew Hartings, Berd Piekenbrack, John 
Hagedorn, Max Clune, Herman Bruening, Henry 
Lochetfeld, Sr., and Louis Feltz. The original 
office was located on State Route 119, in St. 
Rosa. In June, 1973, Marion Mutual Insurance 
moved to their present site located at State 
Route 119 in Cassella, Ohio. Through its affilia
tion with Ohio Mutual Insurance Association, 
and the United Ohio Insurance Company, 
Bucyrus, Marion Mutual offers packaged insur
ance protection insurance for your farm, home, 
and auto. Marion Mutual Insurance is unique in 
that it maintains a property insurance company 
and an independent agency force at one location. 
Members of the Executive Committee, Board of 
Directors, Agents, and Administrative staff in 

1993 include; Dave 
Wolters, Cyril 
Broering, Tom 
Lamm, Diane 
Pohlman, Carolyn 
Homan, Don 
Dahlinghaus, 
Orville Dues, Alan 
Diller, Urban 
Mescher, Nick 
Meier, John 
Schwieterman, 
Dale Goettemoeller, 
Pat Buschur, and 
Henry Drees. 
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MERCER COUNTY, OHIO BARNS 

By: Joyce L. Alig, Director 
Mercer County Historical Museum 

Illustrated By: Bradley Charles Bubp, Architect 
Fanning/Howey Assoc., Inc. 

Copyright By: Joyce L. Alig and Bradley C. Bubp, 
Mercer County Historical Society, Inc. 
130 East Market, Celina, OH 45822 
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Joyce L. Alig, visited nearly 1500 Mercer County barns as she was writing the book, 
THOSE MAGNIFICENT BIG BARNS IN MERCER COUNTY OF WESTERN OHIO. 
She also visited barns with different styles of architecture across the United States, as 
well as read books about barn architecture in the United States, Canada and Europe. 
She has learned that terminology for barn architectural names is not standardized; 
not everyone uses the same term for the same architectural feature. She coined the 
word BARNOLOGIST, to identify one who studies barns. She drew examples of the 
main architectural features of barns in Mercer County and wrote about these styles 
and features of barns. Bradley Charles Bubp was most kind and did the final drawing 
of the architectural features for the article. Bradley is not only an architect for 
Fanning/Howey Assoc. Inc., but also Director for Project Recovery, for the preserva
tion of Fort Recovery's downtown. 

It is hoped that readers will look to barns with a new appreciation of not only the 
builders and architects, but also the rural heritage of Mercer County. Perhaps, the 
reader will continue this quest for information and find unique architectural features in 
barns. 

*Be it noted that there are no round barns, no octagonal or polygonal-sided barns, no 
fieldstone barns or prairie barns, no brick barns, or cobble stone barns in Mercer 
County, nor is there evidence that there ever were any of said barns in Mercer 
County, Ohio. 
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Log Buildings In Mercer County 

Fig. 1 

Log buildings may be square or rectangular in Mercer County. The log homes have been 
one or two story. 

A square or rectangular log barn would be called a "single crib" log barn. Two "single crib" 

log barns on Mount Carmel Road, in Jefferson Township have been placed in this book. 
The "single crib" log barns may have been used as a stable or as a granary. 

Fig. 2 

A "double crib" log barn consists of two "single crib" log barns built a width 
apart, and sharing a common roof. There is an aisle between them. 

One "double crib" log barn on St. Peter Road, in Recovery Township has been 
placed in this book. The logs in this particular "double crib" log barn are like the 
size of no other log building in Ohio. 

Some of the old farm drawings in the old Mercer County History books show 
single or double crib log barns; a few of these drawings have been placed in the 
Townships where they were located. 

For information about log buildings, read Donald Hutslar's books, THE LOG ARCHITECTURE OF OHIO, 

Columbus, Ohio, Ohio Historical Society, 1972, 1977; THE ARCHITECTURE OF MIGRATION, "Log construction in the 

Ohio Country, 1750 1850," Athens, Ohio, 1986. These books are also available at the Mercer County Historical Museum 

Archives for public convenience in Mercer County. 

Fig. 3 

Fig. 3 is the old hand hewn log building, known as a double crib or 
a double pen log building; the walkway in the center is called a "dog 
trot." Originally, this building was used as a barn, then a house, and 
then stood empty in Jackson County, Indiana. Some hunters found it, 
fell in love with it, and the log building was moved to Brown County, 
Indiana. First it was a public building; now it is used as a Museum and 
administered by the Brown County Historical Society and owned by the 
Brown County Commissioners. 

Barns Built On Level Ground 
with the main floor at ground level 

*NOTE: A barn's rooflines may vary according to the needs of the farmer. See the section on rooflines. 

ENGLISH BARN 
The foundation rests on stone boulders or stone piers. The English barn has three 

bays, each sixteen feet wide, the amount of room needed to stable a team of draft horses. 
The English barn has four post and beam bents; a bent is an upright pair of posts 

and a cross beam across the width of the barn. An English barn has a bent at each end, 
and the other two separate the length of the barn into thirds. The threshing floor is the 
center third bay, running from the front door to the back door; the double threshing 
doors are always on the sides, not the ends. The English barns might vary in length, with 

~ eo-RN using 16 feet or 8 feet as the basic unit, to a toal of24 feet (16+8); 40 feet (16+16+8) or 48 
feet (16x3). 

The one side might be used for unthreshed grain, whereas in the winter months the farmer might use a flail to 

thresh the grain and open the double doors to create a draft and use the wind to help the winnowing of the wheat from 

chaff. The threshed grain would be placed in bins and the straw was stored on the other side of the threshing floor (the 

other bay). 
The roof was usually shingles on Mercer County's English barns. There might not have been cattle or livestock in 

the English barn. However, farmers adapted barns to their needs, and added horse stalls or room for cattle, etc. as time 

went by in Mercer County. 
This timber framed barn had vertical boards for siding, which was nailed with small space between the boards to 

allow for ventilation, to prevent spontaneous combustion potential in the hay mow. 
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VARIATIONS OF THE ENGLISH BARN 
The Mercer County farmer saw his needs grow in farming. He needed a larger barn for horses, cattle, sheep, hogs, 

poultry, equipment storage, grain, hay and straw storage. He made the barn longer and wider. He changed the roof 
structure. He made additions to the original structure and foundation. He kept the basic design, with the double doors to 
the front and back, and retained the threshing floor. He may have changed the shingled roof to slate or a standing seam 
tin roof. Barn architecture evolves and continues to evolve in the nineties. 

Fig. 5 

DUTCH BARN 
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Fig. 6 Fig. 7 Fig. 8 

In Europe, the Dutch barn is similar to churches or cathedrals in that the entry is at the end of the building, and the 
plan is similar to the nave and aisles, which in the barn serve as threshing floor and cattle stalls. 

The barn is similar to barns found in Netherland and Saxon barns, and in New York State area barns . 
The entry is at the end wall; the double doors have a pent roof. 
The interior framing is that two vertical posts extend to the purlin plate. One main horizontal cross beam extends 

not only the width of the vertical posts, but also is mortised (cut) through the vertical posts and the tenon of the cross 
beam extends through the posts, six or eight inches. 

The roof has a lower pitch, thus making the barn wider than some English barns. 
A lower horizontal beam, much smaller than the main cross beam, extends from the post to the outer wall. 
See Marion Township for an example of this Dutch barn at the Sisters of the Precious Blood, Maria Stein Center. 

Adaption Of The Dutch Barn Structure Frame And 
The English Barns In Mercer County, Ohio 
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Fig. 11 

In Southeastern Mercer County, the farmers adapted barns to their needs. They used the wider barn, with the lower 
pitched roof. They used the double doors on both sides of the barn, with the threshing floor extending the width of the 
barn, as the English barn pattern. 

They took the main cross beam of the Dutch barn, lowered it and made it "square" or rectangular, and extended it 
the entire width of the barn, to extend from wall to wall and even through the wall, out under the eaves of the roof. 
These main cross beams are seen extending through the wall, especially as a pair just above the double doors, in Marion, 
Granville and Butler Townships. One barn in Butler Township, just has one of these cross beams extending above the 
double doors. One magnificent big barn on State Route 274, just west of the Auglaize/Mercer County line, has seven of 
these cross beams extending through the wall, beneath the eaves on the front and back of the barn. Its neighboring barn 
also has several beams extending through the walls, beneath the eaves; as does the neighboring barn on State Route 
274, just across the Auglaize County line. Either they were relatives, good friends or had the same barn builder to have 
this unique feature, within a half mile of each other. (Several Auglaize Co. barns have this feature.) Above the cross 
beam, they had vertical posts extending to the purlin plate, and some barns had inclined purlin support posts extending 
up to the purlin plate. (The purlin plate is the beam which extends the length of the barn, midway between the ridge of 
the roof, and the eaves; the purlin plate supports the common rafters.) 

The farmers built their barns to the length and width which they chose to have; they built their barns to the height 
they chose. They built the bents and the frame to their own choosing. One will notice similarities in barns which have 
the same barn builder, or similarities of barns within the same "neighborhood." 
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There are subtle differences in each barn, which are unique to that barn. 
There are differences in the barns in southern Mercer County as in contrast with northern Mercer County. The 

barns in northern Mercer County tend to be barns for grain farmers; their barns tend to be smaller, but not always. The 

barns in southern Mercer County tend to be larger; many of them have been adapted to dairy, hog, or poultry. 
Similarities exist in placement of doors and in colors chosen for their barns, and in structures and rooflines. Even so, 
barns in Mercer County are more like each other, than they are like other barns across the United States. 

(Note: 

Barns With A Bank, Built On Level Ground 
with the main floor at the second story level 

Their roof lines may differ; see rooflines) 
Remember each farmer adapts his barns to his needs, and these drawings represent samples from a thousand 
Mercer County barns.) 

Remember there are threshing doors to the front and to the back of these barns on the main floor. 
The basement may be entered at the end wall, and the center path be the length of the barn, with animal stalls on the 

front and back walls. 

Fig. 12 

Raised barn or a basement barn. 
The bank may go directly to the wall of the basement, or may be extended 

from the wall to form a bridge from the barn to the bank. 

Fig. 13 

Very few Mercer County barns have enclosures over their banks; sometimes called 
dog houses. 

See Franklin Twp. Dale Schwieterman's barn, 3924 County Road 716 A 

Fig. 14 

German bank barn also called Schweitzer barn 21/z story building with 
Cantilevered forebay or overhang (bank can extend to barn doors or form a bridge 
from barn to bank). 

See Vogel or Mott barn in Gibson Twp. and Braun barn in Jefferson Twp. (Probably 
many farmers have enclosed their barn forebays by now.) 

*These barns may be built into the hillside, and thus not needing a bank to the 
front doors. The forebay or overhang faces the southeast, or the lea side of the barn, to 
protect animals in the winter from northwest winds. The threshing doors to the back 
also permit feeding the cattle from second story. 
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Barns Built Into A Hill 
with the main floor at the 

second story level 

Note: Their roof lines may differ; see roof lines. 
Remember each farmer adapts his barns to his needs, and these drawings represent samples from a thousand 
Mercer County barns. 

Fig. 15 
A 2½ story barn may fit into a hill, with the front doors at ground level, elimi

nating the need for a bank, while the basement is open to the back. 

Fig. 16 
This barn may fit into a hill, from right to left, or left to right. There may be 

three levels to this barn, that the threshing floor is at one level, and the higher 
level be used for grain or hay, while the lower level is for animals. 

This barn has been called a half bank barn, a transverse barn, a three or tri
level barn or a grundscheier barn (a person may enter at any level at ground level). 
See Tobens barn in Center Twp. 

Additions To Barns 
Farmers put additions to barns, according to their needs, from year to year, or from generation to generation. 

~ n.AN 

Fig. 17 

ADDITION OF A BARN TO A BARN. 

Fig. 18 Fig. 19 Fig. 20 

If a hand hewn beam barn is placed next to a barn with sawed beams, one knows the hand hewn barn is older. 
However, the mystery appears when one starts to determine which barn was at a farm first. 

Farmers move barns. In Granville Township, a barn was moved in 1992. In Franklin Township, a barn had planned 
to have been moved in 1992, across the section, but the land was too wet. (If a barn is moved across a section, the farmer 
does not have to worry about the power lines along the roads. Moving a barn across a highway, is not only a labor of 
skill, but also a labor of understanding the laws. One would also think that moving a barn is a labor of love.) 

For the old hand hewn beamed barns, sometimes, the barns were entirely dismantled, and then moved, and then 
rebuilt on the site. When log buildings were moved, logs were marked with Arabic numerals on two walls, and Roman 
numerals on the other two walls; this made for easier rebuilding the structure. 

However, the editor has heard many stories of hand hewn beam barns being moved, by using logs as rollers, and hors
es for power. One story on the Mercer Darke County Line told of the Grandmother sitting in her rocking chair in the 
kitchen, while the house was moved from the center of the farm, up to the road; the house was being pulled by horses, 
while the house was on log rollers! 

A story of a barn moving in Jefferson Township, told that the barn had to be lifted high enough to be moved across all 
of the big tree stumps in the fields. 
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Fig. 21 

Fig. 22 

Fig. 23 

Foundations 

STONE PIERS OR BOULDERS 
The early farmers already knew from building log buildings, that the bottom log 

should be set on a stone boulder, to prevent the bottom log from rotting. 
Thus, the farmers placed the bottom plank on stone boulders or stone piers. The 

Editor was surprised to see how many barns still have their original foundation. 

ROUGH STONE 
Many farmers used stone, uncut and cut, to build foundations for their barns. Ashlar 

is the name given to hewn or squared stone; often in large blocks and laid in courses. 
When the sizes of the blocks varied, the name given was random ashlar. 

One farmer told the Editor that it took his grandfather two years to haul enough stone 
to build up the bank to the two pairs of double doors in his barn. 

CONCRETE BLOCK OR GLAZED TILE 
Farmers often use concrete block for barn foundations. Sometimes, a farmer took his 

barn and put in a new foundation. One farmer in Jefferson Township use glazed yellow 
tile for two barn foundations. A barn in Washington Township also has glazed yellow tile. 

Rooflines Will Be The Farmer's Choice 

Some barns have additions, with a different roofline than the main barn. The pitch, or the angle of the roofline will 

vary with the barn. 

GABLE ROOFLINES 

LOW 

Fig. 24 Fig. 25 Fig. 26 
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GABLE ROOF 

Fig. 27 

ROOF PITCHES 
The le-rm "pitch" as applied to slanting roofs means thr 

value found by dividing the height of the ridge or highest point 
of the roof above the side walls by the distance between the side 
walls. For instance, if the height of the ridge above the top 
plate is 6 frc-t and the distance between the top plates i~ 24 feet, 
!hen the pitch ii,¼. 

Tahh· 1 shows· the anglc-s made by the sloping rafteni with 
the horiwntal, expressed in ,lc-grees for different pitchc-s of roof. 

TABLE I. 
Angle Between Rafter and Horizontal for Varloua 

Roof Pitches 

Pitch I Angle 
Pitch 

AnRle 
Pitch 

AnRle of · of of-
Roof Correspondin~ Roof Corresl)Onilln1 Roof Corre•Pondln1 

---- ---------- --- ------- --- --· -· -----
1-24 4° 46' 3-8 36° 53' 17-24 1>4° 47' 
1-12 H0 28' 6-12 :lU0 48' 3-4 56° 19' 
1-8 14° 2' 11-24 42° 31' 19-24 57° 44' 
1-6 11!0 26' 1-2 45° O' 5-6 6!1" 2' 
5-24 22° 37' 13-24 47° Ill' 7-8 60° 17' 
1-4 26° :J4' 7-12 49° 24' 11-12 61° 23' 
7-24 30° 15' 5-8 51° 21' 23-24 62" 27' 
1-3 33° 41' 2-3 53• 8' l 63° 26' 

Rule for Proportions of Gambrel Roof 
As a guide to use in determining the lengths of rarters in 

gambrcl roof construction, the following diagram will be of 
service: 

;._ -s·-+ - 10· ---·---10' 
' ' 0 I -I 

-5 -H 

I . ' •-l- , - - -- - - - -r - - - - - - - - - - -
I I I 

1 I I 

~: I 

I I -t-r-----I 

------------ ,--- --,--, 
I I I 
I I • 
I I "' 

I 
I I . , ___ ---+-t 

I ' . i : I ~ 

0 

Fir. 1.-Prol)Orllona of Gambrel Roof 

The rule followed in Fig. 1 is to take l of width of span for 
the base and A of same for the rise: this is the first or lower pitch. 
Reversing thl'sc parts, will give .the upper pitch. For instance, 
in the roof shown, which is 30 feet wide, the proportions would 
be 6 an<l 10, and 10 and 6 respectively. 

Fig. 28 
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GAMBREL ROOF 
A Gambrel roofline is a dual pitched roof. 
(Many Mercer Countians call these rooflines, a hipped 

roof. Barn books refer to the hipped roof as a roof with 
four slopes.) 

~ 

T HB 1nu.,.oon on thh,... .._. a .. 
Plat11I Tnm. Thia t,- .. ~ 
,,_ ...... doll toridp. The_..,_. 

dafth..,t_bn:ikmMtM_.kwl ... ltla~ 
~andtl ... •t.tt~ ............ .__,-t 
ofthe_,.f,_, llt,-aN-.W~totll,t 
fl:Nndatlon -n. 

Thethl.al'"-,_.......,.c.'IDfflffl_..r,_.into,a.ta. 
Ath,..-..nber~d-.1:dftthe~~ 

lltthe_ ............. _ 
The pvrh peat: INllt ap ol t ta..• 10 ._ p&..b II 

~1,-..-....t,....t1Wt..t ... ..,ibdl .. thetr-. 
dN,t,ilattM-lloorlew,1. 

The purllrw _... el two 1 ffl. • 10 lt1., Woc:bd ..-ft 
ilftdNnthl'fllnlfflc\holbti,... Atlft.•41•,"'41« 
i.ldded fonnl,.aNMbthloppat,-oln~ 

The"- prfftripal nt:lfflda"""" below the ...... te 

... __ 
-T-1 ffl. •f h,, ltnrb""' flOft'I purtftl to~ pri.-cl.,.1, 

P,.,,- II bnerd to tNa p,htd,-1 ti,, 45 ....... .. 
..__. Theridpllltn.altln. A ...... ln.col1er 
---the~tocethff•theridrtl' ... Mll'PD"9 
thehaytf9dl:. 

The _,. CIIJM'ftl"'-t ..,. t. to Nt t.nber fc,r atl tlM 
tr--.• 0.tal NU wlft IMunlfonn ... t'- ....... 
.-lerect.the~onr••tllM. 

The foat ol the t.,,._ .. hlochd at tM .i.n, _. ,-1-.il 
..tthbloek and tKllk u.d la~ wlt1' a plpole. 

Aftff the ...,_two~-.,_...,. the t.....
pllltee. a,111 tlM two ao-t pl.ta ■N pat 1111. Ttt. Iha .... ,,..... ....... rb....,...the........,_ ......... 
When .. t.hein- .... \IP ... braced ....... ~the detail" en the rono.ft,a lMlft, the t- partm. .,.. hoilt.d 
to politbl bJ block .....S t.Kkw, -t the rid9f' pok .. 
added. The raft-. loak-auta_ imd fllft:ff _. .,. dill: 
....... ~tothe"'--

Fig. 29 

GAMBREL ROOF: INTERIOR VIEW 

Fig. 30 



Fig. 31 

Ship's Hull 
-Higher Pitch 

Fig. 34 

ROUND ROOFLINES 

Fig. 32 

Rainbow Or Gothic 
-Medium Pitch 

HIPPED ROOFLINES 

Fig. 33 

Round Roof Or Quonset Hut Roof 
-Lower Pitch 

A hipped roof has a slope on all four sides. The slope of the roof can be steeper or lower; 
the pitch of the roof will be the angle determined by the farmer and carpenter for the best 
use of the barn by the farmer. 

Hlt,:"1!.D ~ 

PENT ROOFLINES, or shed rooflines 

Fig. 35 

A pent roof at the end of the barn protected the stable doors and wagons parked beneath 
it. It is often at the southeast side of the barn for protection from the northwest winds. 

Fig. 36 

It is rare to see a pent roof on half of a side of a barn; see Dublin 
Township. 

Fig. 37 

It is rare to see a shed roof over a door; 
see Blackcreek Township. 

579 

Fig. 38 



Doors 
DOUBLE DOORS 

Fig. 39 

Many big old Mercer County barns have the double wagon doors to the front as well 
as to the back. The central wood floor, which was often two or three thicknesses of 
planks, was used for the threshing floor. The early farmers used the grain flail to thresh 
the wheat in the winter. (In the English barn, the unthreshed grain was often stored on 
one side bay in the fall, and after being threshed, the threshed grain and straw were sep
arated and put on the other side bay; the grain was stored in bins.) When both the front 

and back double doors were opened, a natural draft was created which helped with winnowing of the grain. 
The front and back doors also permitted the horses and wagons to drive into the barn, and then the horses could 

walk on through the opposite doors. 
The central wood floor was made of two or three thicknesses of planks; one layer was laid in one direction, the next 

layer in the opposite direction. Many old barns still have their threshing floors. Some farmers told the Editor stories of 
driving their tractor into the barn, on this threshing floor, and the floor giving way and the tractor going through the 
floor. Mercer Countians enjoy telling their stories of their mishaps to each other, but do not appreciate having their 
mishaps printed in the paper; therefore, this Editor will honor this code and not tell who told her those stories. 

IHI FAR SIDI . By GARY LARSON 

The Far Side cartoon by Gary Larson is reprinted by 
permission of Chronicle Features, San Francisco, CA 

Be it noted that Gary Larson might not have created this 
cartoon, if he had not known that some barns have these 
double doors to the front of the barn, and to the back of the 
barn. 

"Fool! ... Give me those controls! ... You're iust 
dang lucky both barn doors were openf'' 

Fig. 40 

DOUBLE DOORS OR WAGON DOORS also called "the big doors" 

On almost all barns in Mercer County the double wagon doors are on the side wall, 
facing the "front" of the barn. 

Most of these barns have double wagon doors on the back wall, also, directly across 
from the front double doors. The old barns may still have their central threshing floors 
between these two doors. 

Sometimes, there are two pair of double wagon doors on the side wall; often these 
double doors are at the top of the bank, leading up to the double doors. 

Fig. 41 
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\ ~..-j ----t,-1 
On the Dutch barns, the double wagon doors are placed at the end wall, which 

makes that wall the "front of the barn." The Dutch barns have pent roofs over their dou
ble doors on the end wall. 

Fig. 42 

There are many barns, which are not Dutch barns, but just "regular Mercer County 
barns," which have the double doors in the end wall. Some of them are even reached by 
driving "up the bank at the end wall." 

Pole barns are replacing many Mercer County barns. These barns often have their 
double wagon doors in the end wall. The pole barns do not often have a bank running up 
to these double doors. 

DOORS 

Fig. 43 

Double doors, or sliding doors, or wagon doors have been illustrated on the previous drawings. Haymow entry doors have 
been also illustrated. 

DUTCH DOORS 
Sometimes called double Dutch doors 
The Dutch door in Fig. 44 has an "X" bracing. The Dutch door in Fig. 44 has a "Z" 

bracing. Many stable doors were Dutch doors so that the top door could be opened and 
the horse could enjoy the fresh air, as well as be a sociable animal. 

Fig. 44 

HORSE STABLE DOORS 
Many stable doors were single doors. The row of 

stable doors in Fig. 45 have transom lights above 
them. The row of stable doors in Fig. 46, are single 
doors. These could be placed on the end wall or the 
back wall. 

Fig. 45 Fig. 46 

-
' 

"LE PETIT GUICHET" is the name given to the small door cut into the larger double 
door; this entry often saved the farmer from opening the big sliding door. These doors are 
found throughout Mercer County. [The French Petite or Petit means small. The French 
Guichet means ticket window.] Many people recognize "le petit guichet" as a door within 
a door. 

Fig. 47 

Many farmers are putting metal siding on their barns. Instead of windows, they are 
putting small sliding doors, which can be opened for ventilation and/or light. These small 
sliding doors vary in size and placement on the barn walls, according to the farmer's 
needs. 
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Hay Hoods or Rain Hoods 

Fig. 49 

~Aete. ~rl:-D 
HAY Hool? 

Fig. 52 

Fig. 50 

\ 
\ 

\ 
---\, 

\ 
GA/3L£ ~ooPED 

HAY HOO o 

Fig. 53 

Boxed hay hood, from John Guggenbiller's barn in 
Gibson Township. (Andrew Pax photograph) 

Fig. 55 

~'( ~ 

Fig. 51 

~D 
H,>.'( 

Hoot:> 

Fig. 54 

IY'I E-TA-L ENC.,LQS[;. b 

HAY 1+001) 
Fig. 56 

Hay Mow Entries/Doors 

Fig. 57 Fig. 58 
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C:./...05eD C.l.0=>£.0 
Fig. 59 Fig. 60 

Roof Features 

DORMERS SIDE GABLE 

~E.RS 

~DE. ~~e:. 
Fig. 67 

See Route 33 area in Blackcreek & Dublin Townships. 

Fig. 61 to Fig. 66 
See Van Wert County 

ROOF MATERIALS 

-SJ.ATE ~ooF 

Fig. 68 
A name and/or date identifies owner and date barn was 
built. 

ilLe ~F 

Fig. 69-A 
A tile roofed barn is located in Dublin Township; a tile 
roofed farm building is located in Marion Township. 
Several homes have tile roofs. 

Fig. 69 

Fig. 70 
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ROOF TOP CUPOLAS 

Fig. 71 Fig. 72 
Round Cupolas, see Dublin Township -Hays Barn Square cupolas louvered for ventilation. See Blackcreek 

& Jefferson Townships, and others. 

Fig. 74 

ROOF TOP VENTILATORS 

Fig. 73 

Roof top ventilators come in many designs and sizes. 

WEATHERVANES 

Weathervanes are often placed on the roof ridge, whether centered or placed on one end. 
Weathervanes in Mercer County are topped with such metal silhouettes as horses, cows, 

hogs, roosters, etc. 
Sometimes, weathervanes are placed on poles in the barnyards, and on other buildings, 

other than the big barn. 

LIGHTNING RODS 

Almost every big barn has lightning rods across the roof ridge. Often there are color glass 
globes (e.g. amber, white, purple) on these rods. Salesmen would tell the farmer that a broken glass 
globe meant lightning had struck the barn; of course, the lightning rod had saved the barn from 
fire. This is most likely another country myth. (How many glass globes were broken or weather-

,__ ___ vanes spun in circles, by the resident youngster with a beebee gun?) 

Fig. 75 

Windows = Fenestration 
Several kinds of windows grace the barn walls and doors; windows and/or louvered vents often were placed in a pat

tern. 

Fig. 76 

The gable end wall of a barn often has three or five, or even seven louvered 
vents, or windows, placed in the arrangement of a triangle. Dr. Hubert Wilhelm 
of Ohio University suggests that three windows in the gable end wall may sug
gest smoke holes in the barns of Lower Saxony, Germany, for barns in south
eastern Mercer County. 

Farmers of many European ethnic heritages have barns across Mercer 
County, of which barns have three windows in this pattern. 
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Fig. 77 

DIAMOND WINDOWS 

TRANSOM LIGHTS 

Some barns have transom lights just above the double doors. Some barns have the 
original glass which is a soft green color. Andrew Bruggeman's barn in Granville 
Township has transom lights above the double doors. 

Several double doors sparkle with diamond windows set in the upper part of the 
doors. IT1 

T\ff:eD WIN~ 

Fig. 79 

BULLSEYE WINDOWS 

TIPPED WINDOWS 

~CND WINOCWS 

Fig. 78 

Tipped windows are sometimes found in Mercer County barns. Sometimes a farmer 
used an old window from another building, and put it in the gable end. (Farm families are 
wise and practical and do not waste things.) Tipped windows are occasionally found in the 
double doors, but not often. A tipped window is exactly what it says it is; a window tipped 
at an angle. 

ffi 
A bullseye window is sometimes found placed above the double doors, or a pair of 

bullseye windows is sometimes seen across the front wall of the barn. See Franklin 
Township. I I I 

Fig. 81 

FOUR PANED WINDOWS; or double windows 

Farmers have added single pane windows, double, four paned windows, and six or 
eight paned windows for interior light. This was often done when barns were remodeled 
for dairy or poultry. The arrangement of these added windows vary according to each indi
vidual farmer. 

Barn Decorations 
ROOF AND WALL DECORATIONS 

Decorations in the slate roofs are quickly found in Mercer County. 
Decorations may include the builder's name, the builder's initials, the date the 
barn was built, and/or a geometric pattern or floral pattern, or a border in the 
slate colors. Colors may vary in shades of gray, blue, black, green, or red. 

On the front wall of the barn, just above the double doors, may be lettered the 
name of the farmer, the name of the farm, and/or the date the barn was built, or 
the date the current family purchased the farm. 
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Fig. 87 

WAGON DOOR, OR DOUBLE SLIDING DOOR DECORATIONS 

~ ~TiON'S 
Figures 83 to 86 

[1l] These doors may be decorated with white arch
es, or arches of a contrasting color; with clipped cor
ners or triangles painted at the corners. One pair of 
double doors has a triple set of arches painted to 
make the two doors appear to be three. 

End Wall Decorations 
CHEW MAIL POUCH DECORATION 

CHEW MAIL POUCH, TREAT YOURSELF TO THE BEST may have been originated with 
the Bloch Tobacco Company around the turn of the century. In 1966, United States Congress 
declared these barns National Landmarks! 

In Mercer County, one "Chew Mail Pouch" barn stands in Washington Township, at Routes 
49 and 29, and another smaller one was moved from Celina to Center Township. One stands in 
Jefferson Township. 

GABLE END DECORATIONS 

Triangles decorate some gable ends. Some say this is for decoration; others say the triangle 
represents the Holy Trinity. This triangle may be painted white on a red barn, or another con
trasting color. These barns with triangles on the end wall are usually found in southern Mercer 
County. 

Fig. 89 

Fig. 88 

Two partial circles, or reversed arches are to be found on many northern Mercer County 
barns. When asked the reason for this design, everyone responded that it is for decoration. The 
partial circles may be white on a red barn, or painted a contrasting color to the barn. 

One partial circle is also found on some barns in northern Mercer County. Again, it appears 
the design is for decoration. 

Fig. 91 

Fig. 90 

HEX SIGNS OR GEOMETRIC DESIGNS do exist on some Mercer County barns, on the 
end walls or on the side walls to the front of the barn. However, when asked, the owner always 
laughs and says the design is just for decoration. Some are in black and white; others are in 
bright colors, e.g. reds and yellows, highlighted in black designs. 
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Fig. 92 

GABLE END WALL DECORATIONS 

The Editor of this book saw less than a dozen barns with a cross, cut into the gable end 
wall. Most of these crosses are the Latin Cross, Crux Immissa, whereby the base stem is longer 
than the three other arms. 

The Latin Cross is in the barns of the following: Jim Stucke family, 501 Clune Stucke Road; 
Stanley Goettemoeller, 1225 Cassella Montezuma Road; Eugene Homan family, 6213 Sebastian 
Road; Carl Koesters family, 6440 Ft. Recovery Minster Road; and Roman Meier family, 7804 
Huwer Road. (See Marion and Franklin Townships.) 

The Greek Cross, Crux Quadrata, has four equal arms. The Gary Buening Family barn has 
a Greek Cross, with four equal arms, with a diamond cut into the end of each arm, cut into the 
gable end walls. (See Marion Township.) 

The Editor was told there is a house outside of Sharpsburg which has three gables, and a 
cross cut into each gable. 

How many gable end walls, have crosses cut into them, but have been covered by new sid
ing? 

Fig. 93 

The Editor saw one barn, on Route 33, in Center Township, which had a five pointed star 
cut into the gable end walls. This may be for decoration. Another story is the star is a symbol for 
those using the Underground Railroad before the Civil War. That would mean the barn should 
probably have hand hewn beams and wooden pins and have been built prior to the 1860's. 

Fig. 94 

The Editor saw one barn, the old Stukenborg Cane Mill, in Butler Township, with three, 
seven-pointed stars cut into the gable end wall. Were these marks of the carpenter who built the 
barn, or were they decorations requested by the barn builder? No one knows. 

The geometry student who drew the seven pointed stars was displaying his mathematical 
talents. 

Fig. 95 

Some barns have the date of the barn building cut into the gable end wall. The date 1879 is 
cut into the gable wall of Bob and Harold Roman's barn, 7447 St. Rt. 119 in Marion Township. 
Some farmers told the Editor that their barn had the date cut into the gable end wall, but it was 
covered when they put on new siding. 

Fig. 96 

Some barns have the name of the farmer and/or the name of the farm lettered on the gable 
end wall. S & J RANCH is lettered on the gable end wall of the barn at Joseph Langenkamp, 
5713 Younger Road, Celina, in Butler Township. 
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Fig. 98 

An unusual mark is cut into John Tobens' barn gable end wall at Neptune, in Center 
Township. Three openings are cut into the wall, at the three points of a triangle; the top opening 
is a triangle with rounded corners; the other two bottom openings are two flattened circles 
placed next to each other. 

Is this the mark of the carpenter who built this barn or does this mark have some meaning? 

How many marks are cut into the end walls of barns, which are now covered by siding? How many marks are cut 
into the gable end walls which the Editor could not see? Even though this book is printed, it would be interesting for 
Mercer Countians to give this information to the Mercer County Historical Museum Director Joyce Alig, and this infor
mation could be printed in the future. 

Fig. 99 

Fig. 100 

DOUBLE DOORS' TRACK PROTECTION 

The double doors' track, for the sliding doors, is protected by a series of short 
vertical boards making an overhang just over the track and above the doors. This 
overhang protected the track and doors from the weather. 

This type of track protection is almost always found in the northern part of 
Mercer County and almost never in southern Mercer County. 

BASKETBALL RIMS & BACKBOARDS 

Most basketball rims were without the net on the barns. The backboards were mounted 
on the front walls and/or end walls of the outside of the barns. Night lights made night games 
possible. 

The basketball backboards were also found in the hay mows. Many farmers told how they 
would play basketball on the mow floor after the work was done in the winter; they laughed 
that they played fast to keep warm. 

Agricultural Economy Of The 1980's 
The most common lament of farmers to the Editor was that they wanted to have their barn painted, or 

have new siding put on the barn, but that repair of these big old barns is just cost prohibitive. The price of 
corn at just over two dollars a bushel and beans at just under six dollars a bushel is not providing farmers a 
reasonable margin of profit to repair a big old barn that would take a lot of cash to remodel it to fit today's 
needs. 

Farmer after farmer hesitated to let his barn photograph be put in this book because the barn needed 
painting. Farmers are very proud of their farms, and they are good businessmen. They have to invest their 
profits where it will be cost effective. The farmers who have had their families live on the same land for sev
eral generations just hate to tear down the big old barn, even though it has outgrown its use today. The big 
old barn is the symbol of the home place. Anyone who has ever grown up on a farm has a lot of personal 
memories of times spent working and playing in the barn. 

When barns were really falling down, it was often on a place where a new owner had bought the farm, 
and this "new owner" lived elsewhere, whether a few miles from this place, or in an entirely different state. 
Those farmers are grain farmers or rent the land to a grain farmer and use the land for an investment. They 
have no personal ties to the barn and recognize that it is not a good business investment just to repair a barn 
when it is not in use. 
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''When a barn stands empty and not used, it will soon fall down!" This statement was made to the Editor 

time after time. 
These beautiful big old barns are strong; with general maintenance they will last another century. Will 

some young person, or senior citizen, be creative enough to come up with a practical idea to use these big old 

barns in a cost effective manner which is suitable to the farmer? Or will the barns just keep losing out? 

Yes, the barn needs painting. 

MARK TRAIL 
THINGS f!E~E AT LOST ~REST 
SHAPE, MARK , EXCEPT FOR 

'.AIR:-ANC7 THE 
NEEP/N 

Reprinted With Special Permission Of North American Syndicate 

Preservation Or Maintenance 
Of These Big Old Mercer County Barns 

I. FOUNDATION 
Many farmers have replaced the foundations on their barns. Some took a barn setting at ground level on 

stone piers and raised it to put a basement under it, and put a bank up to the double doors on the main 

floor. 
II. ROOF 

Many farmers have replaced the original roofs. They may have replaced a slate roof with a standing seam 

tin roof. They may have replaced a shingle roof. Several farmers still repair their beautiful slate roofs. 

III. SIDING 
Painting all the out buildings and board fence is a job for any farm family. Painting the barn is a major 

project, in addition to the expense. Many farmers are putting steel siding on their barns. 

IV. OTHER 
Doors have been repaired, and/or covered with steel siding. Some stable doors have just been closed and 

covered with siding. The threshing floors have often been replaced with cement floors across the entire 

barn floor. Windows are repaired or covered over. The spouting has to be maintained or replaced. 

V. TOTAL REMODELING OF INTERIOR FOR TODAY'S NEEDS 
With barns having the big crossbeams, it is impossible for the farmer to drive a big combine or tractor into 

the barn. Therefore, some barns have had their center crossbeams, removed or raised, while still main

taining the strength of the structure. Barns have been remodeled for dairy, for hogs, for poultry, and for 

storage of implements. 

VI. OTHER INTERIOR NEEDS 
Most of the old barns have had their horse stalls removed; it is a delight to see some still in existence on 

the main floor or in the basement level. Many barns have restructured their milking setup for modern 

dairy needs. The old grain bins on the main floor have often been removed. Often grain bins in the loft or 

hay mow are still there. The vertical posts often have new block foundations beneath them, whether there 

is a dirt or cement floor under them. 

VII. COMPUTERS IN THE BARN 
Yes, many, many farmers have computers in their offices, whether that office is in the barn or in the 

house. The computer may be used for records, or for physical monitering of the agribusiness operation in 

the barn. 

VIII. BARNS FOR NEW PURPOSES 
Barns are being adapted for uses as businesses, boat storage, other storage, and warehouses. The Editor's 

favorite adapation of a barn is to see it being used for a wonderful post and beam frame for a house. Old 

Germany had barns, with houses as a part of them. Perhaps, history has made the full circle. 
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Barns-With Architectural Features 
Not Found In Mercer County, Ohio 

Editor Joyce Alig, in her travels with her family, sought out different architectural styles of 
barns across the United States. The barns included here have architectural features not found in 
Mercer County, Ohio barns. 

A New York Barn 

The Grand Barn is located at The Farmers' Museum, 
Cooperstown, New York. This stone barn, and The Farmers' 
Museum are the products of a succession of Cooperstown's gen
tleman farmers beginning with the James Fenimore Cooper in 
1813. Cooper imported some of the first Merino sheep to the 
area and was a founding Member of the Otsego County 
Agricultural Society. The farm changed owners, e.g. Judge 
Samuel Nelson Oater a justice on the U.S. Supreme Court), 
Edward Clark (president of Singer Sewing Machine Company) 
and his heirs. Clark's grandson Edward Severin Clark expanded 
the operation in 1916, by building the large stone barn, cream
ery and herdsman's house, which now make up The Farmers' 
Museum. (Frank P. Whiting of New York City was the architect; 
he was an associate of Ernest Flagg, a New York City architect 
and graduate of the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris.) Inside the 
elaborate stone walls was a modern functional dairy farm. The 
complex included stanchions for 80 head of cattle, two silos, hay 
and grain storage, and a covered walkway leading to the cream
ery, where the milk could be processed. The barn was so fine, 
that it was referred to locally as Clark's "Cow Palace." The barn 
has always been a landmark at Cooperstown. (This information 
was found in the spring 1993 issue of Heritage Magazine, the 
magazine of the New York State Historical Association, for The 
Farmers' Museum and its Golden Anniversary, 1943 to 1993.) 

No 12-sided barns can be found in Mercer County, Ohio. 
This barn is from the Mid-West. The roof has a double slope, 
with the lower slope being dominant. The small cupola is sur
rounded with low windows. Six paned windows are in each sec
tion of the wall, except for the double doors; note the track for 
the sliding doors. This barn has been maintained in fine condi
tion, a tribute to its owner, and its heritage. 
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A Cobblestone Barn 

This octagonal, cobblestone barn stands in Wayne County, 
New York. Note the windows on the upper story have twelve 
panes over eight panes. This barn was used as a blacksmith 
shop by Charles Brumm in the nineteenth Century. 

An Iowa Barn 

Delno and Marjorie Stineman, 14419 145th Street, 
Columbus Junction, Iowa 52738-9246, own this beautiful barn. 
This Iowa barn was built in 1924 by Marjorie's father, from tim
ber from their farm; horses pulled up the frame. Note the trian
gular hay hood above the hay mow door. Note also the width of 
the barn, and the long slow slope of the gable roofline. 



An Iowa Round Barn 

This exquisite round barn belongs to Mr. John 
Penne, 9478 145th Street, Davenport, Iowa 52804, in 
Scott County, Blue Grass Township. The lower half of the 
round wall is made of clay tile and the upper half, board 
and batten painted barn red. Nine-paned windows are 
placed in the bottom wall. The double sliding door has a 
smaller door, known as "le petit guichet" or the smaller 
door within a larger door. The gray wood shingled roof is 
a doubled sloped gambrel roof. A round cupola is at the 
top; the cupola has a cone roof. This book is featured in 
Lowell J. Soike's book WITHOUT RIGHT ANGLES, THE 
ROUND BARNS OF IOWA. He tells that the barn's 
diameter is 56 feet, and that Benton Steele built this 
barn in 1914, when Charles W. Nebergall owned it. 
Benton Steele, an architect and contractor from 
Halstead, Kansas, erected many round barns in the 
Midwest. 

This is an interior view of the framing of the roof of 
John Penne's barn, near Davenport, Iowa. The framing of 
the upper level of gambrel roof is evident; the framing of 
the cupola is evident. The old rope is still attached to the 
pulley hanging from the top track. 
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A Darke County, Ohio 
Round Barn 

John and Kathy Hupman's barn, 5678 Route 36 
East, Greenville, Ohio 45331 was probably built around 
1875. At one time there was a silo through the center of 
the barn, topped with a cupola at the point of the roof. 
Horse stalls were in the lower level; they were able to 
feed horses from above through the silo. The horses were 
those used to work the farm. The lower level is all cement 
floor and the main level is wood. They currently use this 
barn for storing hay and straw. To the west side of the 
barn, there is a bank going up to the double doors, with a 
short bridge connecting them. This is one of the few 
remaining round barns in the area; the family recognizes 
its historical value and maintains the red barn. 

A Jay County, 
Indiana Barn 

The Jay County Commissioners granted permission 
to use a photograph of their octagonal barn in this book. 
The barn's diameter is about 110 feet, with each of the 
eight walls being between 32 feet 8 inches to 33 feet 9 
inches in length. This barn, opened in 1891, originally 
had a double pitched or gambrel roof, with a four-sided 
cupola which is no longer there. Known as the "Round 
House," this barn is used during the Jay County Fair and 
the Tri State Antique Engine Show. This grand barn has 
been written about in Michael McGeady's "The Round 
House, Jay County Fair Grounds, Portland, Indiana," 
and in John Hanou's book, "A Round Indiana, Round 
Barns in the Hoosier State." 



An Ohio Barn 

A bank barn, with a forebay, and with a fieldstone 
foundation is a rare sight. This well preserved barn 
has a fieldstone foundation. The bank leads to three 
pair of double doors; one of which has a small service 
door, known as a "guichet." I.E. BAKER 1936 is writ
ten across the side of this ham; he purchased the farm 
at that time. The fieldstone foundation and the wood
en pinned frame indicate this barn was built in the 
1800's. This barn is located at 398 State Route 49, 
Laura, Ohio 45337 in Darke County, Ohio. (Misti 
Snider lives there today.) The barn is currently owned 
by I.E. Baker's great grandchildren, Rachel and Jeff 
Baker, and farmed by the Oda Brothers. The latest 
maintenance work on this barn was done by David 
Shoemaker who has a great love for old barns. Note 
the deep red colored louvered vents on three sides of 
the barn. The rectangular cupola also has the lou
vered vents, and is topped by a mansard roof. 

This side of the Baker barn shows not only the 
fieldstone foundation, but also the forebay. Doors in 
the bottom level permit the livestock to enter and 
leave; sliding doors on the upper level permit for hay 
to be thrown from the threshing floor down to the cat
tle. The owners of this fine barn are Rachel and Jeff 
Baker. This information was provided by Mr. and 
Mrs. R. Alan Baker, 3003 Winding Way, Kettering, 
Ohio 45419-1243. 
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An Ohio Barn 

This bank barn found in Darke County, Ohio has 
a two stage fieldstone foundation. The center of the 
basement wall has a different kind of dressed stone 
for the foundation, than the outer sides of the wall do. 
Are the larger fieldstones part of the older foundation? 
An explanation for the different kinds of foundation 
materials will be left to Darke County barnologists 
(those who study barns). Today, this barn belongs to 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred McMaken, 5361 Requarth Road, 
Greenville, Ohio 45331. They purchased the place in 
1992 from the Miller family. 

This 1903 photograph shows the place at 5361 
Requarth Road, Greenville. Dan Zimmerman had this 
place prior to 1871. Christian Miller bought the place 
in 1871. (Either Zimmerman or Miller could have 
build this barn.) The barn can just be seen the down 
the lane, in this old 1903 photograph. The place 
stayed in the Miller family until it was purchased by 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred McMaken in 1992. 



Auglaize County, 
Ohio Barn 

Maurice Haman's barn is located on 00099 State Route 274, 

New Bremen, Ohio, in Auglaize County, Ohio. Maurice bought 

the place in 1958 from his father Leo Homan, who bought the 

place in 1942. They are not certain as to when this barn was 

built. The house was built in 1875; it has a date 1875 written on 

the front of the house. It is quite possible that this barn was 

built before then. 
What is special about this barn is that it has eight cross 

beams extending the width of the barn, and then extending 

through the top of the wall, out beneath the eaves. Many barns 

in Mercer and Auglaize Counties have barns with one or two 

cross beams extending the width of the barn and out beneath 

the eaves. But few have eight cross beams extending beneath 

the eaves. Just west of Maurice Haman's place on St. Rt. 274, on 

the Mercer County side, two barns have several cross beams 

extending beneath the eaves. Also, in Auglaize County, going 

east on St. Rt. 274, before the Rt. 29 intersection, there is an old 

barn with several cross beams extending beneath the eaves. In 

Mercer County, this feature can be found in Marion and 

Franklin Townships. Granville, Butler, and a few other town

ships have several barns with one or two crossbeams extending 

beneath the eaves. No complete study of Auglaize County barns 

has been made concerning this architectural feature, but it will 

be interesting to find out how many other barns were built like 

this barn with eight cross beams extending beneath the eaves. 

A Michigan Barn 

This is a closer view 
of the fieldstone founda
tion on the Richard 
Peckover barn. 
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This barn with the board and batten siding belongs to 

Richard Peckover, 2654 Four Mile Road, Grand Rapids, 

Michigan 49501. In addition to this, the barn is a bank barn on 

the fieldstone foundation. This barn is a beautiful old barn in 

the country. 

An interior view of the Richard Peckover barn, shows the 

other side of the fieldstone foundation in the basement wall. 

This photograph was taken from the basement steps, leading 

from the wooden threshing floor. One might consider the labor 

put into building this foundation. 

This grindstone or 
millstone was used in the 
foundation of another 
outbuilding, next to 
Richard Peckover's barn 
in Michigan. A date of 
18 __ can just be made 
out, on this millstone. 
The presence of this mill
stone in the foundation 
illustrates how practical 
the builder was; the mill
stone was no longer used 
at a mill, but it fit the 
need in this foundation. 
These photographs of the 
Peckover barn were 
taken at the July 1993 

Brumm Family Reunion being held at this place. 



One Beautiful Brick Barn 

Carl C. and Thelma Karns, 3645 Mulberry 
Road, Dayton, Ohio 45414, own this beautiful brick 
barn. (There was a brick home here and their son 
Larry and his wife Linda used the brick from the 
old home to build their house.) This barn was writ
ten about in the old 1875 Montgomery County 
Atlas, which stated that it was the residence of 
William C. Randall, in Section 21 of Butler 
Township, Montgomery County, Ohio. The most eye 
catching element of this brick barn are the brick 
cut outs; most of them resemble a sheaf of grain. In 
the gable end, two of the cut outs resemble dia
monds; the cutout in the peak may resemble a bas
ket, A Christmas tree, a crib, or something else. 
Eric Sloane in his book, AN AGE OF BARNS 
(Ballantine Books, New York, 1974) stated that 
both cut outs and brick windows are European 
devices, reminiscent of the days of castles when the 
window was a "wind eye" or "wind o," an opening 
for both the wind and the eye. (The windows or 
openings were used to ventilate, admit light, and 
for seeing the countryside.) Note the bank leading 
to the double doors has a fieldstone foundation. The 
one double door has a smaller door within the larg
er door; this service door is called "Le Petit 
Guichet." 

A back view of the Carl Karns' barn shows the 
cut outs, the threshing door, the lower stable doors 
of the back wall, as well as the cut outs and entry 
doors at the end wall. 

594 

A Darke County 
Brick Barn 

A Darke County brick barn is built into the hill
side; one can enter the barn at the second or main 
floor at the front at ground level, and enter the 
lower level from the back at ground level. The win
dows have louvered vents. The main threshing door 
can still be seen. An interesting architectual ele
ment is the arched doors supporting the forebay; 
these bricks are a lighter color and one might think 
that they were added later. This barn belongs to 
Harris Development, Inc., of which Everett Hart is 
an officer. At one time the barn belonged to the 
Buchy family and Jim Buchy helped the Editor 
seek out the owners. The barn is located at 5954 
Sebring Warner Road, Greenville, Ohio. 

This is a close view of the barn arches across 
the back of the brick barn located at 5954 Sebring 
Warner Road, Greenville. Note the fieldstone wall 
supporting the floor of the brick barn. 
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Fuhrman, 50 
Fullenkamp, 52, 54, 55 
Gamble, 36 
Germann, 57 
Gibson, 58 
Gilmore, 53 
Godfrey, 32 
Goings, 43 
Granger, 30 
Grieshop, 58 
Gruss, 53, 55 
Hanni, 57 
Harris, 51 
Hayes, 31 
Hays, 30, 42, 46,47, 48, 53, 54, 55, 59 
Hedges, 61 
Heindel, 30 
Herman, 47 
Hertel, 52, 57 
High, 29, 32 
Homan, 53 
Howell, 32, 33 
Kahle 
Karns, 41 
Keopple, 58 
Ketchum, 35, 36 
Kettering 
Kimmel, 29 
Kinder, 58 
King,60,61 
King Brothers Restaurant and Lounge, 61 
Knapke, 57 
Koepple, 48 
Koester, 62 
Kootnz, 39, 40 
Lacy, 54 
Lake Festival Parade, 54, 55, 56, 57 
Lehmann, 52 
Leighner, 40 
Leising, 53 
Lewis, 49, 50, 54, 56 
Lions Club, 49 
Lloyd, 48 
Lugabihl, 61 
McDonough, 61 
McSherry, 58 
Martz, 57 
Matthews, 61 
Maurer, 45, 46, 58 
Mefferd, 33 
Metz, 55 
Miami Indian, 32 
Miller, 57, 61 
Morrow, 39 
Muhlenkamp, 53, 54 
Myers, 44, 45 
Neate, 56 
Norris, 57 
Nuttle, 44 
O'Rourke, 50 
Obringer, 42 
Oechsle, 50 
Oliver, 56, 57 
Old Fashioned Farmers, 49-57 
Palmer, 45, 46 
Parrish, 50, 51 
Patton Bros., 49 
Poe,50 
Provci, 43, 44 
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Pugh, 58 
Ranny's Home Dairy, 60 
Ransbottom, 30, 60 
Reeves, 49 
Reyman, 58 
Rhodes,47 
Ricketts, 56 
Ringer, 61 
Rockford, Ohio Post Office, 61 
Rockford Carnegie Library, 58 
Roebuck,32 
Runyan, 41 
Rutledge, 58 
Salway,49,50,51,56,58 
Samples, 36, 37, 38, 39, 41 
Santanello, Thomas, D.O., 58 
Sattler, 59 
Schaefer, 62 
Schleucher, 57 
Schmitt, 53 
Schumm, 37 
Schroer, 51 
Schwartzkopt, 47 
Sell,40,47,62 
Sell, Jerry M.D., 62 
Severt, 57 
Shaffer, 31, 32, 43 
Shane, Anthony, 60 
Shanehill Nursing Home, 60 
Shindeldecker, 34, 48, 58 
Shumm, 41 
Sidenbender,43, 45, 61 
Siebert, 57 
Smith, 58, 60 
Smith Nursing Home, 60 
Snider, 39 
Squier, 43 
Squiers, 35, 39, 57 
Stansbury, 58 
Stegaman, 55 
Stephenson, 58 
Stober, 37 
Stoner, 29 
Straw, 50 
Tester, 34 
Thomas, 37, 51 
Thompson, 40 
Thor, 31 
Tornado,35,36,39,44 
Tuway Products Company, 62 
Uhlenhake, 50 
Wayne, Anthony, 41 
Williams, 43, 58 
Wilson, 41 
Winer, 49, 50, 51 
Winscott, 58 
Wiseman, 52 
Wolf, 39 
Wurster, 29 
Youngblutt, 46 
Zizelman, 48 

UNION 
TOWNSIDP 
Adams, 69, 74 
Archer, 76 
Arnold, 66 
Backey, 70 
Baker, 78 
Baxter, 77 
Boroff, 72, 73 
Breese, 78 
Brown, 78 
Burnett, 65 
Butler, 64 
Cain, 70 
Clay, 69, 70 
Clover, 65 
Cole, 76 
Derossett, 66 



Dick, 70,80 
Dick and Sons Funeral Home, 80 
Diebert, 64 
Diegel, 72, 78 
Dorman, 65 
Drake,64,67, 80 
Drake and Shaffer, Inc. 80 
Dutton, 67 
Edwards, 78 
Eman, 70 
Emmands, 65 
Fent, 72 
Fireoved, 68, 69, 77 
Fisher, 80 
Flore, 70 
Frahm, 71 
Fryer, 70 
Galloway, 64 
Garwick, 65, 68 
Glass, 75 
Griffen, 66, 70 
Haglock, 79 
Hamilton, 67, 69 
Hartings, 72, 78 
Heppeard, 69 
Hesse, 71 
Hickernell, 78 
High, 78 
Hoenie, 71, 72 
Hoge Lumber Company, 75 
Howick, 68 
Huston, 71 
Kennedy, 74,75 
Kuck, 72 
Lutz, 80 
Maurer, 75, 79 
Maurer's Hardware, 79 
Mayes, 65 
McMichael, 66 
Mendon Library, 78 
Milhouse, 64 
Miller, 69, 72, 76, 77, 80 
Mullins, 78 
Parker, 70 
Patterson, 67 
Presho, 67 
Quilling, 65 
Railroad, 75 
Rasawehr, 73 
Rexroat, 73 
Rolsten, 70 
Ross, 64 
Schwartz, 72 
Shaffer, 78, 80 
Sheets, 6, 73 
Sill, 65 
Simons, 69 
Spraque, 67,68 
Stallter, 80 
Stauffer, 77 
Stevens, 76 
Stose, 78 
Swygart, 65 
Tingley, 64 
Vallandigham, 77 
Webb, 70 
Welker, 78 
Wilken, 64, 65 
Willcutt, 77 

CENTER 
TOWNSIDP 
Bair, 94 
Bates, 85, 86 
Baumgardner, 94 
Boroff, 93 
Bricker, 93 
Brown, 99 
Bryson, 101 
Bomholt, 95 

Burd, 91 
Cain, 82 
Chapin, 82, 83 
Cisco, 94 
Colby, 97 
Copeland, 85 
Copps,88 
Copps' Chapel, 88, 89 
Cordier, 89 
Custer, 90 
Davidson, 102 
Davis, 102 
Dick, 86 
Elam, 84 
Elder, 91, 94 
Everman, 101 
Freeman, 99 
Fleck, 90 
Ford, 83, 84 
Glass, 83, 84 
Gray, 98 
Hainline, 102 
Hall, 97 
Hamilton, 96 
Harner, 84, 86 
Harris, 101 
Hasenjager, 92 
Hecht, 103 
Heffner, 99 
Highley, 93 
Hoenie, 93 
Holtman, 100 
Houten, 99 
Houts, 87 
Howick, 91, 95 
Howick Sales & Service, 95 
Johnson, 86 
Kiser, 87 

· Kiser School, 82 
Krogman, 92 
Kruger, 90 
Kuhn, 89 
Ley, 99 
Lochtefeld, 94 
Lumb, 83 
McKirnan, 100 
Mail Pouch, 99 
Massey Harris, 101 
Meinerding, 90 
Miesse, 84 
Miller, 90, 99 
Moneysmith, 103 
Moore, 91 
Muhlenkamp, 91 
Nevergall, 102 
Newcomb, 84, 85 
Nottingham, 92 
Nuding, 89 
Piper, 103 
Pitas, 93 
Rammel, 102 
Rasawehr, 92,100,103 
Raudabaugh,82 
Rice, 96 
Sealscott, 93 
Searight, 89 
Siebert, 98 
Simmons, 102 
Slabough, 88 
Slusser, 99 
Snider, 85 
Spicer, 102 
Springer, 91, 96 
Stauffer, 91 
Stoner, 83, 87 
Stose, 100 
Tigner, 102 
Tobens, 97, 98 
Van Houten, 99 
Walter, 100 
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Webb, 85, 100 
Weisman, 99 
Williams, 94 
Wurster, 89 
Zizelman, 85 

HOPEWELL 
TOWNSIDP 
Alt, 113 
Amish Carpenters 116, 117, 121 
Barn Builder, 110, 111, 123, 129 
Barver, 127 
Beckstedt, 112 
Bergman, 116 
Black, 105 
Bollenbacher, 108 
Bowen, 134, 135 
Brookharts, 118 
Brown, 117 
Buck, 107, 109 
Buschur, 116 
Coil, 119 
Colus, 126 
Counterman, 113, 115 
Crampton Cannery, 134 
Crider, 112 
Davis, 119 
Deitsch, 110 
Dippold, 116 
Eichenauer, 109,124,126,128,129,130 
Fast, 121 
Ferguson, 128 
Fetters, 106, 128 
Fisher, 120 
Fox, 127 
Frahm, 109, 122 
Franklin 
Freeman 
Gast, 123 
Gray, 123 
Grossnickle, 112 
Hainline, 127 
Hamilton, 127 
Hanni, 129 
Hansel, 120 
Harner, 119, 133 
Hayes, 106, 109 
Hellwarth, 106, 128, 131, 132 
Hertel, 118 
Highley, 114, 115 
Hipsher, 119 
Hoenie, 107, 113, 114, 116, 133 
Homan, 116 
Hughes, 120 
Jackson, 115 
Joachim, 123 
Kanoor, 132 
Kapp, 134 
Karch, 125 
Kendalls, 119 
Kimmel, 116, 117 
Knapke, 111 
Krimendahl, 127, 134, 135 
Krogman, 107 
Lay, 123 
Lehman, 120, 126 
Leugers, 120 
Luth, 108, 109 
McChristy, 119 
Marbaugh, 119 
May, 119 
Meister, 106 
Meyer, 121,122,124 
Midwest Creamery, 136 
Miller, 105, 106, 109, 110, 127, 129, 134 
Montgomery, 112 
Morrow, 113 
Nuding, 117 
Opperman, 118 
Orr, 117 



Pax, 127 
Pfister, 116 
Pierstorff, 107, 122, 126, 127 
Railroad, 119 
Reynolds, 116 
Robert, 127 
Samples, 119 
Schaadt, 123 
Schatzer, 136 
Scheer, 120 
Scherer, 112 
Schleucher, 128 
Schroyer, Inc. 136 
Schwartz, 117 
Searights, 115 
Shinaberry, 112 
Shively, 107, 108 
Sidenbender, 105 
Siebert, 111, 121, 123 
Sites, 118, 120 
Slabaugh, 127 
Slabough, 125 
Slusser, 111,117,118,119,120,122,123, 

127 
Smith, 125, 126, 132 
Speicher, 109 
Squire, 110 
Squires, 111, 123, 129 
Staehler, 116 
Steele, 128 
Stetler, 130 
Stover, 119 
Stuckey, 135 
Van Tilburg, 123 
Weaver, 116,124,127 
Willrath, 122 
Wilson, 124, 125 
Wood, 119 
Zimmerman, 130 
Zizelman, 111 

LIBERTY 
TOWNSHIP 
Alt, 156, 157, 167 
Amish Carpenters, 140, 143, 144, 164 
Bailey, 168 
Baker, 138,139,161,168 
Barn Builder, 160, 163 
Becher, 168 
Black, 166 
Boice, 166 
Bollenbacher, 141, 143, 150, 151, 155, 157, 

159 
Bransteter, 143, 144, 155 
Branstetter, 137, 144 
Brehm, 159,160,161 
Bricker, 148 
Brookhart, 143 
Brotherton, 165 
Carr, 137, 143 
Carter, 151, 152 
Chapin, 139 
Coppess, 148 
Day, 148 
Dietrich, 163 
Doll, 165 
Downam, 160 
Egger, 154 
Eichenauer, 155 
Eischen, 160 
Etzcorn, 157 
Fahncke, 149,150,161,162 
Fast, 166 
Feipel, 139 
Ferguson, 151 
Fisher, 142, 167 
Ford, 154 
Fort Recovery, 153 
Fritzenber, 143, 145, 161 
Gehm, 158, 159 

Grey, 153 
Hileman, 151, 155, 156 
Hines, 162 
Hinton, 156 
Hoblet, 138 
Hoge Lumber Co., 143 
Hoffhines, 138 
Hole, 167 
Hone, 163 
Hoskins, 167 
Kahle, 158, 162, 165 
Kendall, 148 
Keslar, 144 
Kessen, 140 
Klenz, 165 
Klopfleisch, 159 
Kuhn, 166 
Laffin, 148, 149 
Leininger, 147 
Linn, 137,145,157,158 
Lime, 160 
Log Building, 143, 160 
Luginbill, 145 
McDowell, 152, 153 
McGillvary, 166 
McQuillan, 147 
Maier, 162 
Mauer, 149 
Maurer, 161 
Meier, 163 
Meyers, 142 
Minch, 139 
Mohrmann, 163 
Morrison, 168 
Muhlenkamp, 140, 141, 142 
Murphy, 164 
Now, 168 
Post, 164 
Purdy, 141 
Regedanz, 161 
Robbins, 145 
Rock, 164 
Schaadt, 147,156,160,162 
Schleucher, 163 
Schroeder, 144 
Schwartz, 143 
Scott, 149 
Shope, 154 
Smalley, 151 
Smerick, 146 
Smith, 160, 163 
Smuts, 166 
Squire, 160 
Squires, 163 
Staehler, 148 
Stein, 164 
Stephenson, 153,157 
Stetler, 143, 144 
Stolz, 138 
Strabel, 141, 142, 143 
Sudhoff, 142 
Thomas, 149 
Tornado, 143,159 
Turckes, 140, 141 
Vining, 156 
Vore, 165 
Walters, 164 
Weitz, 154, 162 
Wendel, 158, 163 
Wenning, 165 
Wildcat School, 168 
Widcatters, 168 
Wood, 150 
Youngker, 160 

JEFFERSON 
TOWNSillP 
Adams, 179 
Albers, 194 
Alig, 213 
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Allen, 228 
Alspaugh, 189 
Ambassador Travel Agency, 229 
Amish Carpenters, 179, 183 
Amstutz, 179, 226, 236 
Arnold, 214 
Arps, 226 
Audritsh, 245 
Ayres, 204 
Bair, 214 
Bair Pharmacy, 214 
Baker, 219 
Baker's Electric, 219 
Bank One, 215 
Bank One Corporation, 215 
Bany, 230 
Bany Music Store, 230 
Barr, 222 
Barrington, 225 
Baucher, 169, 181 
Baxter, 223 
Beach, 228 
Beckstedt, 208 
Beiler, 211 
Beougher, 187 
Berkenstock, 212 
Bernstein, 199 
Berry, 212 
Bertke, 174,204 
Bey,212 
Birkmeier Monument Company, 239 
Blizzard, 228 
Blocker, 225 
Bock, 232 
Boggs, 200 
Bollenbacher, 203, 212 
Bonvillian, 191 
Borger, 204, 205 
Boroff, 188, 212 
Bowen 
Bowers, 199, 212 
Bowman, 215 
Brandewie, 216 
Brandewie Weber Insurance Agency, 216 
Braun, 192,193,229 
Braun's Garage Inc., 229 
Bridges, 201-3 
Broadwell, 228 
Brockman, 237 
Brookhart, 184, 215 
Brown, 183,184,221,242 
Bruggeman, 182 
Brumm, 204 
Brunswick, 226 
Buck, 173, 174 
Buckland Milling Company, 236 
Buschur, 229 
Carlin, 244 
Celina Area Visiting Nurses, 231 
Celina Equity Exchange, 236 
Celina Glass Co., 248 
Celina Group, 230 
Celina Hardware Manufacturing 

Company, 219 
Celina Manufacturing Company, 219 
Celina Music Store, 230 
Celina Wine Store Inc., 224 
Cheryl Ann School, 206 
Citizens Commercial Bank & Trust 

Company, 228, 231 
City National Bank & Trust Company, 215 
Clott, 200 
Coate, 243 
Code, 246 
Cole, 232 
Cole's IGA Market, 232 
Cole Motel, 232 
Collins, 228 
Comfort Inn, 233 
Cook, 169,228,245 



Cordier, 185 
Cowick, 244 
Cozadd's, 225 
Crawford, 244, 245 
Creeden,228 
Dabbelt, 245 
Daily Standard, 225 
Dana, 174 
Davis, 221, 242 
Day, 204 
De Curtins, 248 
Dean Witter, 215 
Deitsch, 212 
Diamond Savings & Loan Company, 215 
Dibble, 228 
Dick & Son Funeral Home, 226, 233 
Dicke, 209 
Dickman, 228 
Doll,232 
Doll-Printing Division, 232 
Dues, 232 
Dull, 199 
Dumbauld, 221 
Dwenger, 176 
Dwyer, 247 
Dwyer Mercer Co. Library, 213 
Earley, 201 
Eichar, 205, 206 
Eichar - De Curtins VFW, 248 
Eichenauer, 182 
E P Wilmer Company, 240 
Evers, 209, 212 
Everman, 190 
Eyink, 232 
Fanning, 217 
Fanning/Howey Associates, Inc., 217 
Farm Bureau Insurance Company, 216 
Farm Credit Services, 218 
Fetters, 174, 187 
Fiely, 175 
Fifer, 226 
Figley, 194 
Finkelemeier, 246 
Fischer, 232 
Fishbaugh, 204 
Fisher, 179 
Fleck, 172 
Fleming, 174 
Flore, 172 
Foote, 211, 212 
Fox, 187 
Franck,218 
Franke,204 
Franklin, 203 
Freeman, 171, 172 
Fullenkamp, 209, 229 
Gagle, 226 
Gahel, 177 
Garman, 173 
Garwick, 212 
Gels, 209 
Gilberg Printing Company, 232 
Gladfelter, 245 
Glass, 190 
Gospel Gift & Book Shop, 234 
Goubeaux, 237 
Grandlienard, 186 
Gray, 187 
Grimaud, 246 
Gross, 228 
Grote, 200 
Guffy, 228 
Halderman, 215 
Hall, 223 
Hamm, 246 
Hammel, 246 
Harris, 193 
Harting, 237 
Hattery, 219 
Hays, 234 

Hays Insurance Agencies, 234 
Headington, 228 
Heckler, 222 
Heiby, 212 
Heitkamp, 218, 222 
Hellwarth, 187, 200, 209 
Henderson, 221 
Hess, 218 
Heyne, 169,181,203,244 
Hierholzer, 224 
Highley, 200 
Hight, 228 
Hileman, 172, 238 
Hileman's Marathon Service Station, 238 
Hileman's Texaco, 238 
Hirschfeld, 1 72 
Hoel, 176 
Hoenie, 242 
Hole, 186 
Holsingers, 177 
Hosbach, 204 
Howell, 187, 197, 248 
Howey, 217 
Huber, 199 
Huff, 242 
Hunter, 225 
Hutslar, 170, 172, 188 
Ingraham, 199 
Jackson, 179,180,193 
James, 199, 212 
Job Training Partnership Act, 235 
Johnsman, 175,209,222 
Kaiser, 211 
Karch Road Quarry, 227 
Kendall, 179 
Ketcham, 187 
Kill, 212 
Kincaid, 177, 241 
Kinder, 232 
King, 198 
Kinnison, 179, 230 
Klosterman, 199 
Kneuss, 234 
Knouff, 199 
Kobe, 221 
Kramer, 216 
Kensch, 228 
Krogman, 173 
Kuck, 222 
Kuhlhorst, 171,177,194 
Laffin, 196,211,212 
Lakefield Airport, 207 
Laws, 242 
LeBiond,219 
Lefeld, 204 
Leffel, 229 
Ley,228 
Liette 
Link, 177 
Linton, 242 
Linzee, 228 
L.J. Minor Corporation, 220 
Lockwood, 219 
Lockwood Automotive Performance & 

Speed Shop, 219 
Log Building, 170, 171, 172, 173, 188, 190, 

213 
Loree, 204 
Loyer, 230 
Lutz, 232 
Lyda, 216 
MacDonald, 178, 179 
McClure, 242 
McGee, 187 
McKee, 228 
McKim, 225, 228 
McCoy, 215 
Maharg, 181 
Mallory, 222 
Marchal, 180 
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Masser, 204 
Mathias Smith Tavern, 188 
Matthews, 212 
Maxon, 229 
Meier, 183 
Meihls, 199 
Menchhofer, 174 
Mendenhall, 1 72 
MERCER COUNTY 
- Administration Bldg., 204 
- Board of Election, 203 
- Cheryl Ann School, 206 
- Clerk of Courts, 200 
- Common Pleas Court, 198-9 
- Commissioners, 196 
- Community Development Dept., 206 
- Education, 205 
- Emergency Management Agency, 211 
- Emergency Planning Committee, 210 
- Engineer, 201 
- Extension, 211 
- Fair, 212 
- Health, 204 
- Historical Museum, 213 
- Home, 207 
- Human Services, 204 
- Lakefield Airport, 207 
- Probate Juvenile Court, 199 
- Prosecuting Attorney, 197-8 
- Recorder, 200 
- Sheriff, 205 
- Soil and Water Conservation, 209 
- Treasurer, 198 
- Veterans Service, 203 
Mercer County Farm Bureau, 216, 236 
Mercer County Historical Soc., 188, 189 
Mercer Landmark, Inc., 236 
Merrill Lynch, 215 
Mescher, 197, 218, 229 
Mersman, 215 
Meyer, 188 
Miesse, 194 
Miller, 172, 194, 199, 222, 225, 230 
Minor, 220 
Minor Corporation, 220 
Moeder, 208 
Montgomery, 223 
Moore, 244, 245 
Moorman, 237 
Moorman, Harting & Company, 237 
Mowery, 228 
Muhlenkamp, 196, 237 
Muhlenkamp & Associates, 237 
Murlin, 183, 184, 228 
Mutual Savings & Loan Association, 215 
Myers, 204, 221 
Myers & Myers, 221 
Myers Pro Hardware, 222 
National Mutual Insurance Company, 219 
Nationwide Insurance Company, 216 
NCS, 238 
Nichouse, 208 
Niekamp, 212 
Nofzinger, 242 
Noll, 207 
Nuding, 212, 241 
Ott, 232 
Otis, 244-248 
Otis Hospital, 244-248 
Owen Hall Realty Group, 223 
Owens, 237 
Ovisco Sportswear Corporation, 235 
Palmer and Miller Elevator, 236 
Parker, 189 
Partner, 208 
Patel, 232 
Pax, 178, 182 
Pearson, 239 
Pearson Memorials, 239 
Pease, 169,181 



Petrie, 187 
Phares, 211, 212 
Pierce, 185, 212 
Post, 212 
Powell, 203 
Prenger, 200 
Production Credit Association, 218 
Pullman Bay Restaurant, 224 
Pulskarnp, 230, 235 
Puthoff, 174, 196, 214 
Putman, 176 
Quinter, 197 
Radabaugh, 179 
Rankin, 239 
Rankin's, 239 
Rantz, 221 
Reasnor,229 
Reusch, 208 
Reynolds & Reynolds, 240 
Richards, 230 
Richardson, 184 
Riethrnan, 218 
Riley, 191, 194, 195, 228 
Ringle, 240 
Ringle Plating Corporation, 240 
Ripley, 228 
Risch, 203, 204, 225 
Risrniller, 173 
Robbins, 221, 242 
Robinson, 173 
Rodgers, 184 
Rolfes, 248 
Ross, 214 
Ruckman, 228 
Schmidt, 171 
Schmitt, 237 
Schneider, 213 
Schockman, 243 
Schreirna, 219 
Schroyer, 221 
Schulze, 212 
Schunck, 208, 228 
Schuyler, 244 
Schwieterman, 197 
Schweizer, 230 
S.E. Johnson Companies, Inc., 227 
Searight, 17 4 
Shaffer, 221 
Shaner, 181,244,245 
Sibert, 173 
Slemmer, 204 
Sigler, 204 
Simon, 228 
Slusser, 182,244,245 
Smalley, 200 
Smith, 188, 225, 235, 242 
Snider, 184 
Snyder, 221, 225 
Speicher, 238 
Spohn,242 
Spriggs, 177, 204 
St. Charles Hotel, 228 
Staeger, 192, 236 
Staeger Feed Mill, 236 
Standard Printing Company Inc., 225 
Stanfield, 211 
State Farm Mutual Insurance 241 
Stauffer, 186 
Steel, 187 
Steele, 174, 187, 219 
Steinke, 226 
Steinman, 208 
Stillberger, 186 
Stiverson, 176 
Stoneco, Inc., 177, 184, 227 
Stoner, 193 
Stubbs, 215 
Stukenborg, 177,178 
Suhr, 170,171,242 
Swonger, 248 

Taylor, 205 
Thees, 212, 241 
Thees Machine & Tool Company, 241 
Total Electric Service Inc., 242 
Touvelle,228 
Tractors Incorporated, 242 
Tyo, 199 
U.S. Post Office, 228 
Van Fleet's Drug Store, 214 
Vanderhorst, 221 
Vantilburg, 184, 188 
Vic Steinke Builders, 226 
Violet, 207 
Watson, 177 
Weaver, 208 
Weber, 226, 243 
Wellman, 184 
Wenning, 175, 182 
Werling, 184, 185 
West, 182 
Western Standard, 225 
Weyandt, 177 
W.H. Dick & Sons Funeral Horne, 233 
Wickoff, 228 
Wiehe, 212 
Wilken, 243 
Wilken, Dr. Paul, 243 
Williams, 173 
Wilson, 179 
Wolff, 243 
Wolff's Tire, Inc. 243 
Wolters, 211, 212 
Woodrow, 221 
Wooten, 244, 245 
Wyckoff Brothers, 214 
Wyckoff & Puthoff, 214 
Wyckoff & Ross, 214 
Yaeger, 190 
Younger, 199 
Zay,214,221 
Zurnberge, 188, 190 
Zurcher, 243 

FRANKLIN 
TOWNSHIP 
Albers, 250, 259 
Alig, 265 
Backs, 268 
Badertscher, 253 
Benanzer, 266 
Bertke, 263 
Borgert, 257, 259 
Brackman, 271 
Brock's RV Center, 271 
Brockman, 260, 262 
Broering, 262 
Bruns, 250, 251 
Burntwood School, 266 
Carter, 254 
Crocket, 269 
Cummins, 269 
Dabbelt, 257, 263, 265 
Dahlinghaus, 258 
Danrneyer, 256, 257 
Dicke, 252 
Dippold, 262 
Dorsten, 269 
Dues, 269 
Eyink, 261 
Fagaly, 263, 264 
Falkie, 257 
Fledderjohann, 256 
Fors, 266 
Frank,250,266 
Gast, 268 
Gieseke, 252 
Hein, 255 
Heyne,258,259,263 
Hirschfeld, 261, 262 
Hoge, 269 
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Homan, 253 
Karafit, 267, 268 
Kittle, 268 
Klosterman, 252, 264 
Knapke, 260 
Kramer, 261 
Kuhn, 269 
Long,265 
Luedicke, 259 
McGee, 257 
McKee, 253 
Meyer, 262 
Miller, 257 
Moeller, 263 
Monroe, 266 
Montezuma School, 266 
Morrow, 269 
Niekarnp,251,252,254,257,259,265, 271 
Palmer, 268 
Petrie, 267 
Preston, 261 
Riechert, 267 
Riethrnan, 250 
Roettger, 256 
Ronnebaurn,251,255 
Rose, 263 
Saintigon, 256 
Schmitmeyer, 256, 268, 269, 270, 271 
Schulte, 263 
Schwieterman, 250, 256, 257, 258, 262, 

263,264,265,270 
Selby, 269 
Selhorst, 271 
Severt, 263 
Sheeley, 268 
Speckman, 268 
Sprague, 265 
Staehler, 256 
Strasburg, 254 
Synck,269 
Temple, 255 
Tontrup, 261 
Wilker, 257, 265, 269 
Wilkerson, 265 
Wilkinson, 265 
Will, 252, 255, 258, 260, 261 
Wolters, 271 
Wyckoff, 267 

BUTLER 
TOWNSHIP 
Adams, 305 
Ahrens, 315 
Alig, 305 
American Budget Company, 313 
Amish, 286 
Arling, 305 
Baker,281,282,306 
Bailey, 286 
Baldwin, 306 
Ballinger, 323 
Barn Builder, 283, 289, 296, 301, 303 
Baucher, 293 
Beams, 286 
Beckman, 323 
Beebe 
Behm, 286 
Bell,305 
Benanzer,279, 313 
Benanzer Nursery, Inc., 279, 313 
Bennet, 283 
Bensman, 323 
Beougher, 306 
Bernard,274, 275,276,304 
Bertke, 314, 322 
Bettinger, 279, 305, 314 
Bettie's Restaurant, 314 
Bigham, 287 
Billerrnan, 323 
Bills, 321 



Birkmeyer, 281, 296, 305 
Black, 306 
Boeckman,294, 306 
Bollenbacher, 306 
Bomholt, 310 
Borger, 306 
Boyer, 305 
Brackman, 320 
Braun, 306 
Briarwood Manor, 314 
Broering, 299 
Broerman, 306 
Brown, 305 
Bruggeman,291,296,303, 306 
Bruns, 320 
Buckeye Apparel Inc. 305-6, 323 
Burch, 273 
Burk, 305 
Burklo, 306 
Buschur, 273, 288 
Cane Mill, 275, 276 
Central Soft Water Service, Inc., 315 
Chaplinski, 306 
Cheek, 321 
Chesser, 287 
Christian, 306 
Christman, 315 
COBA, 315 
Cochran, 306 
Coldwater Public Library, 303 
Coldwater Young Farmers Ass'n, 316 
Colby, 304-316 
Corner Dry Cleaning & Laundry Service, 

323 
Coldwater Implement Company, 316 
Coldwater Machine Company, 307 
Coldwater Public, Library, 303 
Coldwater Young Farmer Association, 316 
Complete Auto Repair Service, Inc., 323 
Cordier, 273 
Cordier, 273 
Cron, 317 
Cron's.Nationwide Ins., 317 
Custom Body Shop, 317 
Dalk, 318 
Dahlinghaus, 302 
Darr, 304 
Davis, 315 
DeBrosse, 304 
DeCamp, 282 
Depweg, 279 
Dicke, 315 
Didier, 306 
Douglas, 306 
Draper, 286 
Dreffer, 304 
Droesch, 305 
Dues,283,295,299, 300,301,318 
Ebbing, 289, 290 
Eischen, 306 
Elder, 288 
Ensign, 304 
Evers,284,301, 304 
F & J Farm Service Inc., 316, 318 
Feltz, 309 
Felver, 306 
Fischer, 301, 305, 306 
Fisher, 282, 315 
Forsthoefel, 280, 304 
Fortkamp, 299, 301 
Foss, 304, 313 
Fox,316 
Franzer, 306 
Gaerke, 273, 289 
Gast, 304 
Gehle, 306 
Geier, 286, 322 
Gengler, 305 
Gerlach, 284 
Gibson, 308 

Giere, 314, 323 
Gillis, 306 
Goecke, 297 
Goins, 306 
Goode,304 
Goubeaux,321 
Grear, 273 
Graber, 286 
Grace 306 
Granger, 277 
Griesdorn, 323 
Grilliot, 305 
Gray,282,286 
Gross, 323 
Haahr, 305 
Hamberg, 295 
Hance, 306 
Hardin Creek Machine & Tool Company, 

318 
Harrod, 305 
Hart, 315 
Harting, 321 
Haskett, 304 
Haubert, 290 
Hausfeld, 320 
Hauss, 293 
Heckler, 281, 306 
Heckman, 299 
Hein, 287 
Heitkamp, 303, 306, 322 
Hellwarth, 306 
Helman, 305, 306 
Hemmelgarn, 306, 312 
Hendrichs, 305 
Hess, 304, 318 
Heyne, 283 
Hickman, 273 
Hierholzer, 305 
High, 306 
Hilleary, 306 
Hoening, 305 
Hogenkamp Funeral Home, 319 
Holdheide, 276 
Homan,280,283,288, 297,298,299,319 
Homan Real Estate, 319 
Home Service Station, 320 
Howell,320 
Howell & Koesters Co. L.P.A., 320 
Hoying, 305 
Hoyng, 317 
Huffman, 306 
Hutson, 322 
Humbarger, 286 
Huwer, 277, 288 
James, 306 
Jefferies, 315 
Johnston, 286 
Jutte, 273, 288 
Kabes, 291 
Kahlig, 273, 276, 296 
Kaup, 315 
Kemper, 273 
Kesson, 305 
Kincaid, 306 
King,304, 315 
Kiser, 315 
Kirach, 279 
Klenke, 284 
Klingshirn, 305 
Klosterman, 322 
Kluding, 279 
Knapke,278,291,304,318 
Knap's Carry Out, 308 
Knapschaefer, 304, 308 
Koesters, 305, 306, 315, 320 
Judy A. Koesters, Attorney, 320 
Kohn, 303 
Kohn's Home For The Elderly, 303 
Kramer, 322 
Kremer, 299, 301, 308, 318 
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Kunk, 318 
Lange, 285, 306 
Langenkamp, 288 
Lechleiter, 306 
Lefeld, 309 
Lefeld Implement Inc., 309 
Leugers, 318 
Library, 303 
Lindemeyer, 306 
Linn, 293 
Losche, 302 
Lochtefeld, 321 
Luken, 306 
Luttmer, 306 
McBride, 315 
McDevitt, 304 
McDowell, 306 
McGee, 283 
Marathon Home Service, 320 
Marbough, 309 
Marshall, 315 
Mercer County Stor & Lock, 312 
Mescher, 305 
Mestemaker, 316 
Meyer, 307 
Miehls, 305 
Miller, 306 
Minton, 306 
Moeder, 304 
Moeller, 279, 306, 315, 321, 323 
Moore, 304, 315 
Moorman, 305, 307, 321 
Moorman, Harting & Company, 321 
Muhlenkamp, 295, 313, 322, 323 
Mullins, 306 
Nerderman, 301 
Nieberding, 293 
N.J. Hogenkamp Sons, Inc., 319 
Obringer, 306 
Oesterle, 278 
Ontrop, 320 
Oppenheim, 311, 316 
Osterholt, 322 
Otte, 321 
Overman, 322 
Panning, 285 
Penno,274 
Peters, 279 
Petty, 306 
Pickrell, 306 
Pohl,279,281, 284,299,322 
Pohlman, 303, 306 
Poor, 283 
Post, 321 
Prenger, 303 
Puthoff, 303 
Quinter, 315 
Rammel, 306, 315 
Ray's Refrigeration, 321 
Reed,305 
Reier, 302 
Rinderle, 323 
Rindler, 321 
Riethman, 279, 313 
Robb,306 
Robbins, 318 
Robert Winner Sons Inc., 322 
Roessner, 305, 306 
Rose, 292, 306 
Rosenbeck, 307 
Sanning,281, 312,316 
Sanning's Service Station, 312 
Schindler, 304 
Schlater, 312 
Schmit, 304 
Schmitmeyer, 289, 290, 296, 303 
Schmitz, 306 
Schoch,303, 304,306 
Schockman, 285 
Schoen,312,314 



Schoenlein, 303, 307 
Schott, 306 
Schroeder, 312,315,320 
Schroer, 293 
Schwartz, 275 
Schwieterman, 322 
Schwieterman's Drug Stores's Inc., 322 
Schwieterman's Pharmacy, 322 
Seitz, 315 
Selhorst, 276, 284, 285, 296, 312 
Siefring 276, 277, 294, 300, 301 
Siegrist, 287 
Smith, 273, 304 
Spangler, 306 
Speck, 312 
Spoltman, 288, 300, 322 
Staehler, 277,294 
Staugler, 302 
Steen, 306 
Steinbrunner, 306 
Steinecker, 306 
Steineman, 303 
Steinlage, 303 
Stelzer, 304 
Strobel, 306 
Stukenborg,274, 275,276,288,310 
Sudhoff,303 
Sutter, 323 
Synck, 315 
Theis, 305 
Thomas, 304 
Timmerman, 306 
Tingley, 315 
Tobin, 286 
Tornado, 302 
Turner, 318 
Uhlenhake, 302, 306, 316 
Van Demark, 315 
Vogt, 304 
Waesch, 287 
Wagner, 305 
Walters, 305 
W alterbusch, 285 
Wappelhorst, 299 
Warner, 315 
Weaver, 306 
Weitzel, 315 
Wellman, 283, 289, 292, 293, 296, 301, 

303,307 
Wendel, 306 
Wenning,284,290,302,306,316, 322 
Werling, 278, 310 
Werlings Garage 304 
Werling Motors, 310 
Westgerdes, 288,294 
White-New Idea, 311 
Wilhoff, 305 
Wilson, 306 
Winhoven, 306 
Winans, 323 
Winner, 301, 318, 322 
Woeste, 299 
Wolf, 304 
Wolfe, 315 
Wolters, 297, 317 
Wuebker, 315 
Wurster, 306 
Wynk, 306 
Yaney,287 
Younger, 286 
Zahn,286 
Zizelman, 291, 292 
Zumberge, 322 

WASHINGTON 
TOWNSHIP 
Adams,328, 340,341,359 
Alig, 324, 342 
Amish, 327, 330, 352 
Anderson, 355 

Andrews 
Ashcraft, 354, 361 
Azbell, 330,354 
Baucher, 356 
Behm, 348 
Berkenstock,344, 345 
Bickel, 354 
Beeckman, 346,349 
Boggs,349 
Boley, 344, 345, 357, 358 
Boroff, 337 
Braun,346,355 
Bricker, 332 
Brown, 340, 349 
Bryan,326,359,360 
Buckloh, 327, 359 
Burkeh, 355 
Bushur, 326 
Clouse, 327 
Coats, 354 
Cox,329 
Cummins, 355 
Curry, 355 
Denney, 349,355 
Diller, 331, 362 
Doner, 343 
Dues, 330, 336 
Enyart, 354, 355 
Fagaly, 359 
Fahncke, 333 
Fair, 340 
Fennig, 330, 341 
Florence, 325, 358, 367 
Florence Livestock, Inc., 367 
Fortman, 350 
Freewalt, 340 
Gaerke, 335, 346 
Gallihue, 355 
Gehle, 342, 343 
Gertz, 354 
Granger, 355 
Gray, 330 
Greer, 359 
Grier, 344 
Hassen, 349 
Hasting, 355 
Harting, 329 
Hassen, 355 
Heinrichs, 361 
Highley, 360 
Hilty, 331 
Homan,324,326,333, 334,335,343,348, 

362,363 
Houser, 341 
Houts, 362 
Jamison, 355 
Jeffers, 329 
Jeffries, 349, 355, 356 
Johnson, 357,362 
Jutte, 364, 365, 366 
Kantzer, 366 
Karch, 342 
Kelley,355 
Kelly,355 
Kessler, 328, 333, 355 
Kittle, 327 
Knapke, 329 
Knoth, 329, 351 
Koch, 341 
Konrath, 355 
Krieg, 363 
Kremer, 336 
Laffin, 353 
Langenhorst, 337 
Langenkamp, 333 
LaRue, 332 
Laux,336 
Leininger, 347 
Lincoln, 326 
Linn, 341 
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Liss, 359 
Loshe, 330, 354 
McAfee, 355, 359 
McCain, 330 
McMillan, 328, 358 
McQueen, 355 
Maffet, 358 
Menchhofer, 326, 332, 341, 351, 352, 353, 

355,357 
Meyers, 365 
Miller, 333, 343, 355 
Montague, 337 
Moorman, 339, 355 
Morrison, 328 
Muhlenkamp, 324, 326, 335, 336, 338, 342, 

350,351 
Nevergall, 354 
Nuenschwander, 331 
Obringer, 349 
Pflughaupt, 326 
Porterfield, 34 7 
Post, 338, 355 
Powell, 332, 354, 355 
Rabe, 329,337,338,339,348,355 
Ransbottom, 359 
Rasawehr, 342 
Rauh,348, 361,362 
Reef, 355 
Roche, 338 
Rose, 327,354,355 
Runkel, 361 
Schaefer, 335, 336 
Schmit, 333, 342 
Schoenherr, 325 
Schoenlein, 325, 349 
Scott, 355 
Schroeder, 329,333 
Schroer, 338 
Schroyer, 329,332,335,336,337 
Schurman, 336, 348 
Schwartz, 327, 330, 331, 366 
Seeger, 356 
Severt, 333 
Shirk, 347 
Shornline, 355 
Shoup,339 
Siefring, 366 
Siegrist, 337, 338 
Smith, 355 
Snyder, 360,361 
Squire, 328 
Stammen, 364 
Sudhof~337, 338,349,362,364 
Suhr, 354,355 
Tangeman, 355 
Uhlenhake, 338 
Van Buren, 334 
Yonder Haar, 362 
Wabash Mutual Telephone Co., 367 
Walters, 354 
Washington Twp. High School, 355 
Wellman, 327 
Wenker, 356, 357 
Wenning, 345 
Westbay, 361 
Wiley, 355 
Wolff, 355 
Yarian, 332 

RECOVERY 
TOWNSHIP 
Abels, 373 
Amish Carpenters, 371, 384 
Anthony, BP, 394 
Backs, 375 
Bergman, 385,388 
Borgerding, 383 
Brackman, 371,374 
Braun, 371, 372 
Brumm, 368 



Bruns, 394 
Brunswick, 394 
Bushur, 371 
DeHayes, 369 
Diebold, 376 
Dippold, 376 
Doll,373 
Dues,372, 376,389,390 
Eckstein, 376 
Eifert, 388 
Fullenkamp, 371, 375, 388 
Gaerke, 372,373,383,392 
Gagle, 384 
Gettinger, 375 
Green, 380 
Grieshop, 383, 384, 393, 394 
Guggenbiller, 372, 377 
Harlett, 387 
Hart, 376 
Hedrick, 376 
Heiby, 383, 391 
Heitkamp, 389 
Homan, 371, 376 
Huelskamp, 373, 374, 381, 382, 385, 386 
Hunt, 373 
Jacobs, 371 
Jamieson, 380 
Jetter, 368 
Jones, 376 
Jutte, 378, 388, 393 
Kahlig, 381 
Kaiser, 380 
Kandel, 391 
Kaup, 372 
King,380 
Kleinhenz, 374, 379 
Knapke, 377 
Koverman, 387 
Kunkler, 377 
Lamm, 388 
Lauber, 383 
Lennartz,371,382,383 
Link, 371 
Lochtefeld, 378 
McDowell, 369 
Miller, 375, 380 
Morningstar, 380, 381 
Nagel, 380 
Nickel Plate, 375 
Noggler, 377 
O'Conner, 385 
Overman, 384, 393 
Pax, 376,377,386 
Pleiman, 369 
Railroad, 375 
Rammel, 371 
Roessner, 392, 394 
Rose, 371 
Rosenbeck, 389 
St. Clair, Gen., 369 
Sanderell, 374, 375 
Schlarman, 374, 376 
Schoenlein, 387 
Schmitz, 380 
Schwieterman, 369 
Schuh, 376 
Siegrist, 369, 370 
Staugler, 370 
Steinbrunner, 379, 391 
Timmerman, 376, 377, 378, 385 
Vagedes, 372, 387 
Van Buren, 373 
Vogel, 371 
W allischeck, 385 
Wayne, Gen., 369 
Wehrkamp, 371 
Wellman, 387 
Wendel, 371, 372, 382, 385 
Wenning, 391 
Westgerdes, 394 

Winhover, 374 

FT. RECOVERY 
BUSINESSES 
Adams, 398 
Anthony, 397 
Anthony's BP, 394 
Brockman Appliances, 395, 397 
Brockman Furniture, 395 
Brockman & Boeckman Funeral Home, 

395 
Brumm, 368, 398 
Bubp, 400 
Citizens Commercial Bank & Trust Co., 

401 
Cooper Farms, 396 
Evans, 402 
Fire, 396 
Fort, 398 
Ft. Recovery Banking Company, 397 
Ft. Recovery Equity Exchange, 398 
Ft. Recovery Industries, 399 
Ft. Recovery Lumber Co., 400 
Freemyer, 398 
Gagle, 403 
Gottas, 403 
Grieshop, 403 
Grube, 403 
Hart, 398 
Hartzell, 402 
Heil, 396 
Hemmelgarn's Shoes, 402 
Hosbach, Edward II, D.O., 401 
Hull Bros., Inc., 402 
J & M Manufacturing Co., 403 
Jetter, 368, 399 
Kanney, 401 
Kaup,404 
Kleinhenz Bros. Livestock, 403 
Knapke, 400 
Koch, 399 
Kreider, 404 
Krenning, 397 
Krieg, 398 
Lowry, 403 
McDaniel, 397 
May, 395 
Mays TV, 404 
Mercer County Electric, 404 
Moeller, 398, 400 
Mott, 398 
Opera House, 395 
Pearson, 398 
Portland Plastics Plant, 399 
Post, 398 
Reuter, 399 
Riffie, 395 
Staugler, 396, 403 
Stein, 398 
Stirrup Factory, 399 
Vanden Bosch, 400 
Vogel, 398 
Wagner, 395 
Whitesell, 398 
Woebbeking, 403 

GIBSON 
TOWNSillP 
Acheson, 410 
Alig, 409, 411, 417 
Bergman, 405, 409 
Breymaier, 415 
Brumm, 410, 411 
Brunswick, 416 
Bubp, 416 
Denney, 406 
Diller, 408 
Eichenauer, 412 
Ft. Recovery Lumber, 406 
Garke, 419 
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Gibson Twp. House, 405 
Good,409 
Griesinger, 406 
Guggenbiller, 407, 413 
Hemmelgarn, 405 
Heuker, 417 
Homan, 417 
Kaiser, 419 
Keller, 405 
Kramer, 408 
Knapke,416,417 
Landis, 410 
Lennartz, 409 
Leyendecker, 411 
Meiring, 405, 418, 419 
Merkle, 409 
Moeller, 406 
Mott, 414 
Olding, 406, 407 
Painter, 408 
Pax,406,407,408,409,410,412,413,414, 

415,416,417,418,419 
Post, 409, 418 
Potter, 409 
Schmitz, 415 
Shauver, 409 
Staehler, 406, 414, 415 
Stammen, 416 
Sutter, 419 
Teeter, 411 
Timmerman, 418 
Tobe,415 
Vogel, 413, 414 
Watkins, 406 
Weitzel, 408, 417 
Wuebker, 409,410 

GRANVILLE 
TOWNSillP 
Ables, 461 
Albers,469,472, 473 
Alig, 469 
Anderson, 469 
Arling, 475 
Arnot, 469 
Balster, 442, 484 
Bany, 483 
Barn Builder, 437 
Beckman, 471,472,473 
Beckman and Gast Co., 473, 484 
Bergman,469,472,473 
Bernard, 469 
Bimmel, 455 
Birt, 478 
Blakeley, 478 
Boeke, 461 
Borger, 440, 453, 4 78 
Borgerding, 483 
Borgert, 481 
Brackman, 463 
Broering, 423, 424, 428, 429, 450, 455, 466, 

467,470,473 
Bruggeman,450,451,479 
Brunner, 455 
Bruns,422,469,471,472 
Brunswick,421,432,433,453, 458 
Brush, 443 
Buehler, 435 
Buenning, 486 
Burkettsville Fire Dept., 478 
Buschor, 484 
Byrne, 478 
Carriage Werkes, 479 
Clune, 445, 4 72 
Cooper Foods, 474 
Cordonnier, 478 
Cy Schwieterman, Inc., 478 
Dahlinghaus, 478 
Daughters oflsabella, 472 
Davis, 472 



Delzeith, 478, 481 
Dierkers, 4 72 
Dillhoff, 4 72 
Dippold, 420, 469 
Drahman,431,471 
Droesch, 483 
Dues,453,470,472,479,486 
Dysert, 483 
Dull, 465 
Elking, 470 
Evans, 471 
Evers, Randy Real Estate and Auction Co., 

475 
Evers,437,442,446,461,464,469,470, 

475,476,484 
Eyink,472,479,483 
Falke, 463 
Feldhake, 446 
Fields, 478 
Fiely, 472 
Fire, 425,442, 451, 452 
Fishmo's, 469, 479 
Flayler, 478 
Floral Reflections, 486 
Foster, 478 
Franck,444,445,460,469 
Franzer, 443, 444 
Frierott, 483 
Fullenkamp, 4 76, 4 79, 483 
Garke, 478 
Garmann, 480 
Gast, 469,472, 473 
Geier, 453 
Gelhaus, 458, 4 72 
Gels, 4 72, 480 
Gels, I.G.A., 480 
Gerlach, 4 78 
Goecke, 421 
Goettemoeller, 429, 430, 470, 476, 480 
Goubeaux, 471 
Granville Twp. House, 420 
Grevencamp, 4 71 
Griewe, 481 
Guggenbiller, 431, 432 
Hart, 448, 449, 470 
Hartings, 437, 445,466,470,472,484 
Heckman,462,463,476 
Hein, 439 
Heiser, 466 
Heitkamp, 478, 480, 481, 483 
Hemmelgarn, 443, 453, 455, 460, 461, 465, 

466,467,470,471,478,481 
Herman, 434 
Hess, 437, 476 
Heuing, 458 
Himmelgarten, 455 
Hoge, 423 
Hogenkamp, 480 
Hogenkamp Funeral Home, 480 
Holdheide, 421, 472 
Homan, 423, 424, 428, 439, 452, 469, 470, 

476,477,481 
Home Place, The, 481 
Hoying,439,441,447,469,470,472 
Huelskamp, 465 
Huelsman, 454, 469, 470, 472 
Hummel, 420, 422, 423, 424 
Huwer, 451, 452 
J & B Drive Thru Carryout, 481 
Jacob & Sons Logging, 482 
Jones,478 
Jutte, 425 
Kahlig, 486 
Kaiser, 465, 469, 486 
Kaup, 478 
Keller,439,450,454,455,464 
Kemper, 435, 463 
Kids Time Preschool, 486 
King, 472 
Kiwanis, 469 

Klose, 476 
Knapke, 448, 472 
Knueve, 485 
Koester, 443 
Koesters, 486 
Kohn, 484 
Kothman, 478,479 
Kremer,420,441,476,477 
Kreusch, 4 71 
Kunk,468,476,478 
Kunkler, 433, 434, 439, 470 
Lammers, 4 72 
Lange,427, 430,431,472 
Langenkamp,421,479 
Lauber, 472 
Laux,479 
Lefeld,425,462,469,472,477,479,482 
Lefeld Plumbing and Heating, 482 
Leistenschneider, 428, 457 
Leugers, 478 
Lichtle, 484 
Lightle, 469, 474 
Link,444,469,483 
Litchen, 483 
Lochetfeld,433,464,472 
Log Building, 424 
Losekamp, 424, 462 
Luttmer, 4 79, 482 
Macke, 472 
Mader, 463 
May,470,472 
Meinerding, 424, 462, 463 
Mercer Beverage Co., 483 
Merkle, 443 
Mestemaker, 478 
Miller, 469, 471, 483 
Moeder,421,423,424,425,468,472,484 
Moeller, 483 
Moorman, 444, 4 72, 486 
Morthorst, 437 
Muhlenkamp, 437, 454, 469 
Nietfeld, 483 
Niekamp, 469,474 
Nieport, 430, 448 
Nordenbrock, 436,472,479 
Oakhill Place, 486 
Ontrop, 469, 4 70 
Osterholt, 421, 468, 481 
Osterholt BP, 468 
Panning, 471,472 
Pax,436,469,472,482 
Petitjean, 4 78 
Placke, 440 
Pleiman, 486 
Poling, 476 
Post,458,459,469,470,481 
Post Office, 4 71 
Pottkotter, 456, 483 
Prenger, 483 
Puthoff, 424, 483 
Quinter, 452 
Rammel, 434, 435, 439,472,481, 482, 483 
Reichert, 4 72 
Reier, 427, 450, 455, 456, 486 
Rengers, 457 
Rethman, 467 
Rhynard, 4 71 
Rindler, 435, 436, 452 
Rinderle, 457 
Ringer, 471 
Romer, 421,469,471,472,476,478,480, 

483,484,485 
Ron's Service, 483 
Rose, 445,446,471,472,476,478,480, 

483,484,485 
Rural Fire Protection, 4 70 
Rutschilling, Inc., 482, 484 
St. Henry Bank, 4 76 
St. Henry Pharmacy, 485 
St.Henry Library, 468 
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St. Henry Tile, 4 77 
St. Henry True Value 

Hardware/Furniture, 484 
Sanderell, 478 
Sanders, 478 
Schindler, 451 
Schlarman, 427 
Schmidt, 480 
Schmit, 424, 4 72 
Schmitt, 428 
Schmitz, 472 
Schrage, 483 
Schwieterman, 420, 460, 465, 469, 470, 

472,478 
Seewalde, 471 
Seger, 467 
Selby, 483 
Severt, 437 
Siefring, 436, 446, 476, 478 
Siegrist, 476 
Simmison, 449 
Slusser, 469 
Sonderman, 4 79 
Speck, 455 
Speicher, 478 
Spillers, 4 78 
Spoltman, 4 72 
Sprague,486 
Staehler, 423, 465, 470, 472 
Stahl, 469, 471, 477 
Stammen, 436, 469, 4 79, 485 
Stammen Insurance Agency, 485 
Stein, 472 
Steinlage, 437, 438, 439, 440, 471 
Stout, 476, 483 
Subler, 477 
Swain, 486 
Thieman, 449, 4 79 
Thobe,478 
Tobe,478 
Tornado,436,446,455,462,463 
Tri County Spoulting, 486 
Tumbusch, 469 
Uhlenhake, 424, 426, 439, 440, 464, 472, 

476,477,481,483 
Unrast, 426, 427, 457 
Vondrell, 472, 479 
Walkatemote, 449 
Walls, 478 
Walter, 433 
Weaver, 472 
Wehrkamp, 483 
Weitzel, 457 
Wellman, 437, 439 
Wendel, 476 
Wenning, 469 
Werkes, 479 
Werling, 459, 460, 478 
Wessel, 462 
Westgerdes, 477 
Wildenhaus, 433 
Will, 470,472 
Willmann, 486 
Willmann, Dr. Ted., J.DDS, 486 
Wimmers, 440, 444,478,482 
Winhover, 436 
Winkeljohan, 4 72 
Woester, 469, 476 
Wolters, 469 
Wourms, 469,472,483 
Wuebker,442,465,469 
Yaney, 463 
Zahn,467 

MARION 
TOWNSHIP 
Adams, 570 
Albers, 511, 525, 551, 571 
Alig, 498 
Amish Carpenters, 540 



Arhens,546 
Ashman, 544 
Barber, 550 
Barga, 554 
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