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MERCER COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
2002 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Seated: Steve Seitz. Gina Lee, Bob Geist, Denise Cummins.
Standing: Jim Yaney, Tim Pearson, Pat Schmitt, Marv Geier, Short (Roger) Wilker, Ron Boroff,

Jerry Bollenbacher, Barb Pierce, Scott Niekamp, Ken Knapke, Bob Berry.
(absent from photograph: Dick Beougher, Ryan Muhlenkamp and Diana Grile)

The Mercer County Fair Ground is owned by the County. The Fair is governed by the Ohio Department
of Agriculture, and is managed by a Board of Directors, elected for a three year term, six being elected
yearly. Three at large, and one director from each township meet monthly. The year 2002, the Fair
Board is celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the first Mercer County Fair in 1852. New buildings have
been constructed; special events for the celebration have been planned. For a detailed list of events at the
2002 Mercer County Banner Fair, please see the Mercer County Banner Fair Book 2002.

The Fair Board Members were asked to comment about their fair, and/or their favorite memories.
Bob Geist, President, "1 appreciate the hard work and efforts of the people who made the improvements to turn
the Fair around in the past five years. I have served as a Fair Board Member for six years.”
Steve Seitz, Vice President, “My most enjoyable part of the Fair is when the Junior Fair kids bring their livestock
into the Show Arena. The look in their eyes and the smile on their faces of excitement is unforgettable. Then,
when the winner is chosen and they are handed their trophy, they are so proud of their accomplishment. I am also
proud of the way the Mercer County Fair Board has been working together to improve the Fair the past few years.
Gina Lee, Treasurer, “As a native of Logan County, we came to Mercer County in 1997. Our first Mercer
County Fair was in 1998. We enjoyed the family atmosphere. We enjoyed the rides and the Junior Fair programs.
I have served as a Fair Board Member since 1999.”
Denise Cummins, Secretary, “My favorite part of the Mercer County Fair is the Harness Racing. My husband
and I look forward to it every year! I also enjoy the Petting Zoo.”
Dick Beougher, “Having served several years on the Fair Board, 1 have enjoyed being a part of the Fair, as well as
serving as Chairman of the Floral Department at the Mercer County Fair.
Bob Berry, “Having served on the Fair Board for fifteen years, I have enjoyed being a part of the Fair and
meeting new people and making new friends.”

Mercer County Commissioner Jerry Laffin spo„»r
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New Showers and Rest Rooms, 2002 photographNew Fair building Under construction, May, 2002

Jerry Bollenbacher, “My memories of the Fair go back to the mid-forties, when Dad would dump us off at the
East gate with a dollar in hand to last the day. Many good times are recalled at the Penny Arcade, walking the
Midway, winning Kewpie Dolls and Teddy Bears, and participating in the ‘Kid’s Day’ Events. The Wheel Barrow,
3-legged, sack and backward races were much fun. The Statler Brothers shows rank high for entertainment
brought to the Fair. The luck or ability to hire our present ride company was a big factor in turning the Fair
around. Also, the support of the community through sponsorships and attendance and the co-operation of the Fair
Board, County Officials, Horsemen and various committees have made and are making many improvements to the
Fair Grounds. Our biggest asset is our youth and the clubs that teach them leadership and many things they will
use throughout their lives. They deserve all of our support. I have been on the Fair Board since the late 1980’s,
involved mostly with the Harness Horse Program.
Ron Boroff, “I enjoy helping to put the Fair on each year. Having served on the Fair Board for 15 years, I think
that the Fair is a positive influence on the children.”
Marv Geier, “This is my first year on the Fair Board. I am involved in livestock, especially the swine. I work on
communication between the Junior and Senior Fair Boards; I enjoy that. Mercer County has great 4-H and F. F. A.
youth and leaders. 1 also work on committees for Building and Grounds, and the Long Range Planning, which is
challenging, but also rewarding.”
Diana Grile, “Senior Day 2001 was my most memorable time. Giving to the Seniors was a great experience. The
Senior King and Queen Contest was my favorite. My goal is to be a team player with the entire fair as my project.
I have served on the Fair Board for two years.”

Fair Bams, 2002 photographFair Board Secretary’s Office, 2002
This building was moved to the Fair in 1975.
(The Office had been in the Courthouse.)

Mark & Jean Giesige Family Sponsor
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Ken Knapke, “Just to see the difference from the years of 1970 and 1971 when I showed cattle, until now, is my
most memorable part of the Fair. This is my second year on the Fair Board.”
Ryan Muhlenkamp, “I have enjoyed being a part of the Fair Board, and the Long Range Planning Committee. I
am proud of all the good things happening at the Mercer County Fair.”
Mike Niekamp, “My most memorable Fair dates back to the days of my youth, in the early 1960’s. I was a high
school student at the time and enjoyed going to the Fair with my friends. We all enjoyed looking at the girls on die
Midway. They also had a new ride at the Fair, called a ‘Loop-O-Plane.’ It would go up in die air and turn upside
down and around. We rode that ride until we were dizzy. I still see that ride at the Fairs today, over 40 years
later."
Scott Niekamp, “My most memorable year at the Fair was when I took Ms. Leona Rocket. She was a three year
old Quarter Horse Mare. She won almost every class I went in. We showed Showmanship, Halter, Horsemanship,
Western Pleasure, Reining, Western Riding, Egg and Spoon, Stakes, Barrels and Poles. This Mare was the best
4-H horse I ever had.”
Tim Pearson, “I have had many fond memories of the Fair. I was 16, the first time I attended the Mercer County
Fair. Leisa Florence and I rode the Paratrooper together. We started dating that Fall and then we got married about
eight years later. I have also enjoyed watching my kids, Seth, Lindsey and Gardi compete in the Junior Fair
events.”
Barb Pierce, “Prior to being on the Fair Board, I owned and operated a deep fried veggie concession. Working
with the outside vendors is a real pleasure, having been a concessionaire. I enjoy meeting and working with
people.”
Pat Schmitt, “Being on the Fair Board reminds me of the times when I showed my steers and slept in the back of
the truck. Being a Board Member takes time, but die rewards of having a good Fair is worth all the work. Enjoy
your time at the Fair and join in on the fun.”
Short (Roger) Wilker, “I have come full circle. As kids, we were caught sneaking into the Fair. Now, it is ironic,
as I am Chairman of the Gate Committee, to make sure people purchase tickets. The main reason I serve on the
Fair Board is working with the kids, especially on Kids’ Day, and with their rides.”
Jim W. Yaney, Sr., “My most memorable Fair is organizing the 2001 Fly Over, with the Ohio Air National Guard
from Toledo. I also enjoy the Kid’s Day, Commercial Building and the Entertainment.”

Grand Stand, View from South Side, 2002
Erin Pierstorff, Summer Staff Member

Grand Stand and Fair Board Secretary’s Office
View from the Race Track, 2002

Mercer Co. Commissioner Ray Cron
Mercer Co. Commissioner Tom Gagel Sponsors
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The Mercer County Fair, Celina, Ohio 1852-2002

Preface by Joyce L. Alig, Director
Mercer County Historical Museum

The Mercer County Fair, Celina, Ohio, 1852-2002, "Passport to History Series, Book XII," is an invitation
to join Mercer Countians as they visit the last 150 years of the Mercer County Fair. The Mercer County
Fair is a part of a larger history of Mercer County and of Ohio. Mercer County has always been a rural,
agricultural county. Mercer Countians participated in tire Grange movement in Ohio before the Civil
War, and they initiated the Mercer County Fair in 1852. Mercer Countians have practiced successful
agribusmess practices as Mercer County continues to be Number One in Agriculture in the State of Ohio.
This book is a tribute to the Mercer County Agricultural Society, the Ohio State Extension Office, the
Junior Fair Board and Exhibitors who have planned and implemented the annual Mercer County Fairs.
This book is a tribute to Mercer County's heritage.

How did this book come about? The Fair Board asked the Mercer County Historical Society, Inc. to
provide an historical book for the 150th Anniversary of the 2002 Mercer County Fair. Fran Guilbault,
Museum Volunteer, offered to read newspaper microfilm, 1852-2002, and write about each Fair. Joyce
Alig, Museum Director, agreed to type the book, add photographs, write captions to illustrate them, to
lay out the book, and index it for Messenger Press to print. That is how this book came about, in five
months. This book is not a history of the Fair, taken from the Minutes of the Fair Board of Directors.
This book does reflect the heritage of the Mercer County Fair, for Mercer Countians.

Having printed over a dozen local history books with the Passport to History Series, the Mercer County
Historical Society, Inc., has taken Mercer Countians through many paths of their own history. The
Mercer County Fair, Celina, Ohio. 1852-2002, "Passport to History Series Book XII," takes the reader
through the history of the place which is tire most fun of all— the Mercer County Banner Fair!

The Mercer County Historical Museum

Welcome to the Mercer County Historical Museum,
the Riley home, 130 East Market, Box 512, Celina,
Ohio 45822. This Museum is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places and owned by the Mercer
County Commissioners. The Mercer County
Historical Museum is administered by the Executive
Board of Directors of the Mercer County Historical
Society, Inc. Board Members of 2002 include David
Riley, Frank Snyder, Donald Muhlenkamp, Harry
Freeh, Jerry Meyer, David McNeilan, Henry
Leugers, Floyd Winner, and Officers: President
Joyce L. Alig; Vice President Philip Naumann;
Secretary Marjorie Pierstorff, and Treasurer George
Schroyer. Joyce L. Alig has served as Director of the
Mercer County Historical Museum since 1973.

?
c-
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The Mercer County Fair, Celina, Ohio 1852-2002

Introduction by Fran Guilbault

The year 2002 will see the Mercer County Agricultural Society celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the
first Mercer County Fair. But, it will not be the 150th County Fair. Mercer County Fairs have had a
uneven history. The first fair was held in 1852, a one day event. There were again one day fairs held in
1 853, 1 854, and 1855. After that was a period of twelve years when no fairs were held, 1856-1867.

Then, in 1868 the Agricultural Society reorganized and announced that after a long lapse they planned to
hold the First Annual Mercer County Fair. The Fair was to be held in the beautiful grove adjoining the
Reservoir near Celina. The Fair was to be held on October 14, 15, and 16. The Society then started
counting the “annual” fairs from that year. That would make the 2002 Fair, the 135th, except there were
no fairs held in 1932, 1933, 1934, and 1949. So from the year of reorganization, the 2002 Fair would be
the 131st. If you go back and add the four fairs held in the 1850’s, then the 2002 Fair will be the 135th
held in Mercer County. Now, does all of that make sense to the reader? One thing is for sure; the year
2002 will be the 150th Anniversary of the first Fair held.

Fairs go back a long ways in Ohio history. Besides being one of the big social events of the year in many
counties, they also were created to find and reward the best agricultural products and techniques. The
first Agricultural Society in Ohio was founded in 1818 in Trumbull County. Ashtabula County claims
that they held the first Agricultural Fair in 1 823. Geauga County still lays claim to having the oldest
continuous Agricultural Fair held in Ohio. Historically speaking, the first Ohio State Fair was held at
Camp Washington near Cincinnati. It was sponsored in 1819 by the Cincinnati Society for the Promotion
of Agriculture, Manufacturers, and Domestic Economy.

From the earliest days fires were always a big danger at the early fairs and fairgrounds. The buildings
and grandstand were made from wood and there were many open fires for cooking at the fairs. As a
result, the early years saw many fires at the fair sites. This was something that was also seen at the
Mercer County Fairgrounds. There were also serious calamities that affected most fairs over the years,
such as; the Civil War, World War II, the Great Depression, and the polio epidemic. These also had an
effect on the local Fair. Mercer County did continue the Fairs during World War II. The war ended
during the 1945 Fair. It was reported that when the announcement was made, so many people threw their
ration tokens and food stamps into the air that it looked like flying confetti.

The story of the county fairs began in Ohio in 1846 when the Ohio Legislature created the Board of
Agriculture. Very successful district fairs were held in Wilmington in 1847 and Xenia in 1848. It was in
1847, that the Mercer County Agricultural Society was first formed. After seeing the success of the
district fairs, the first official Ohio State Fair was scheduled for September 1849. It was not held; an
outbreak of Asiatic Cholera forced its cancellation. Finally, in 1850 the First Ohio State Fair was held
outside of Cincinnati. It was a two day affair. Admission was 20 cents, and the two day affair had an
attendance of close to 30,000 people. The Grange, founded in 1867 as the Patrons of Husbandry, also
contributed to the betterment of agriculture. The history of the Grange in Mercer County can be found on
page 69 of this book.
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The first ever Mercer County Fair was held for only one day, on October 28, 1852. The entrance fee
was 25 cents for anyone twenty-one years of age and older. The competition was very light, but they still
didn’t make enough money to pay all the premiums and expenses. Three more poorly supported Fairs
took place, and then none was held for twelve years because of lack of interest and lack of support.

The fair was then revived in 1868 with “The First Annual Mercer County Fair.” From then on the local
Fair took off and grew in popularity. The fairs were all held on the grounds bordering the lake. In 1878
The Agricultural Society purchased land that is now a part of the present Fairgrounds. The first Fair was
held there in 1894. Later the Society purchased more adjoining land. Eventually, one of the best
regulation tracks for horse racing was built. A large amphitheater was also added to the south side of the
track that would seat up to 4000 people.

When the fair was revived in 1868, it was developed into a three day event. In 1 876, it was expanded to
four days. In 1886 because of bad weather an extra day was added for the first five day Fair, but that was
for only that year. In 1899 the first five day Fair was held. After that some years it was held for five
days, and at times because of finances or problems it was cut back to four. But it gradually expanded into
a full week event.

Because of finances or lack of finances during the Great Depression there were no Fairs held in 1932,
1933, and 1934. Then in 1935 the Celina American Legion took over and ran the Fairs through 1939.
With the programs developed by President Franklin Roosevelt to help the unemployed a new grandstand
was built. This was done through the Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA). World War II
quickly brought an end to the Great Depression, and after the war, the popularity of the Mercer County
Banner Fair took off again. The first organized 4-H Club in Mercer County occurred in 1920. By 2001 ,
ten of the 35 organized clubs have been active for 45 or more years; Chatt Chums have been active for 68
years. In 1952 the Fair celebrated the 100th Anniversary of the first Fair held in 1852. Many special and
new events were carefully planned, but very heavy rains and wet and muddy grounds cut into attendance.

Today, the Fairgrounds consist of about sixty acres of land and thirty buildings. Many of the buildings
are used all year. The Fairgrounds has also developed camping sites that can be used for a small fee.
After 150 years of struggling and then success, the Fairs go on, and the improvements of the events and
the Fairgrounds, also goes on.

This overview has references from the Agricultural Society Secretary’s files of Ginny Miller and Ruth
Myers, and articles by Pat Petzel (Buckeye Fann News, June 2000) and AAA Magazine (Home and Away,
July/August 2000. In the history, the specific newspaper articles are given a reference and date.
Permission to use the newspaper articles, in this book, was given by Frank Snyder, Daily Standard,
Celina, and Robin Link, Mercer County Chronicle, Coldwater, Ohio. The Western Standard, Mercer
County Observer, Mercer County Standard and Der Mercer County Bote newspapers were also used. The
newspaper microfilm can be found at the Coldwater Library and the Mercer County District Library.
The very old post cards and photographs are in the Archival Collections at the Mercer County Historical
Museum. The more recent photographs are in the Archival Collections at the Mercer County Agricultural
Society’s Office. Private Citizens also loaned their photographs of the Fair, for this book. The annual
Mercer County Fair Books also provided specific information about the Mercer County Fairs.
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THE MERCER COUNTY FAIR, CELINA, OHIO
THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS: 1852-1902

1852
The Mercer County Agricultural Society had been organized in 1847 but little was done until 1852.
On June 8, 1852 a meeting was held and a committee of five was set up to plan the first Mercer County
Fair: G.W. Raudabaugh, Willshire Riley, Francis Miller, W. L. Browning, and James Watson Riley.
(Western Standard, Celina, Ohio; June 17, 1852)

The first Mercer County Fair was a one day event held on October 28, 1852, at Celina, Ohio.
It is unclear as to where the first Fair was held. It may have been by the Lake. (See the year 1866.)
By 1872, the Mercer County Fair was to be held on 17-18 acres of land owned by the State of Ohio,
which is the present site (2002) of Mercelina Park, on Lake Shore Drive, just east of Main Street
going east on Warren and Logan Streets, and south of Cherry and Buckeye Streets, in Celina. The
land was purchased by the Agricultural Society in February 1872 and used for this Mercer County
Fair until 1894. (See the 1876 and 1888 Maps of Celina.)

1853
The second Mercer County Fair was held on October 29, 1853.

1854
The third Mercer County Fair was held on October 29, 1854.

1855
The Agricultural Board made plans to meet March 6, 1855, to arrange the purchase of the Fair Grounds.
(Western Standard, February 22, 1855) The fourth Mercer County Fair was held on October 11, 1855.

1856
No Mercer County Fair was held because of a lack of interest.

1857
No Fair was held because of a lack of interest. The Agricultural Society did meet to discuss maybe
holding a Fair. No action was taken by the Board Members: President Francis Miller: Vice President
Isaac M. Price; Secretary William L. Blocher; Treasurer Benjamin Linzee; and Directors Enos Hayes, Ed
Piper, G. Linift, Jacob S. Nox, and J.M. McDonald. (Western Standard; July 16, 1857)

1858
No Fair was held. A letter to the paper from a “member” of the Agricultural Society explained why no
County Fairs were held since 1855. He stated that “the people of Mercer County didn’t have the spunk
and perseverance enough to support it.” He further stated that he had trouble getting people involved.
He especially pointed out that the farmers in the southern townships of Marion, Granville, Gibson, Butler,
and Franklin supplied very few members to the Agricultural Society. He emphasized that “No Fairs
could be held until membership grew substantially.” (Western Standard; June 17, 1 858)

Deluxe Dry Cleaners Sponsor
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Blow is the 1852 report of the
society to the State Board of Agri-
culture. I - LIST OFPREMI U MS

I For tho Mercer Comity Fairr
; To be. held nt Celina, on (lie 20th of Oclo-
| bur, .1052.
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Report of the officers of the Her
cer County Agricultural Society,

To the Stale Board of Agricul-
ture:

The President anti Secretary,  of
the Mercer County Agricultural
Society respectfully report:

The society was organized in pur-
suance of an act of the Ohio Legis-
lature, passed Feb. 28, 1846; and the
several supplementary and amen-
datory acts thereto, on the 27th day
of March, 1852. Thirty-three names
were enrolled, and the following
persons were elected to the several)
offices:

President— Justin Hamilton, Men-
don.

Vice j President—Benj. Linzee,
Celina.

Secretary—Wm. L. Blocher, Ce-
lina.

Treasurer—Elisha Phelps, Ce-
lina.

Directors—Moses Collins, Mer-
cer; J. W. Riley, Celina; William
McDaniel, Ft. Recovery; William
Hamilton, Mendon;' Stephen Ho-
wick, Celina.

On the 28th day of Octqber, the
first Fair of the Society was held
at Celina. This was but an experi-
ment, being the first effort ever
made in the county; but the result
satisfied everyone that we CAN
and WILL have a flourishing Soci-
ety, and that the "swamps" of
"hoop pulcdom" will yet be known
in Ohio, second to no part of the
State in fertility and productive-
ness. Such is now the case. We arc
blessed with a body of land equal
in quality, to that of any portion
of, the State, and all that is neces-
sary to make this fact known gen-
erally is an- effort on ' the part of
those who are masters of the soil.
A good beginning is made, and the
future promises well. AU things
cohsirf-ii-od. the Fair was well at-
tended, though the compelilors for
premiums were not so great as ex-
pected.

We herewith annex the report
of the Treasurer of the' Society,
marked "A." and also a printed
statement of the wheat and corn
raised in the county in 1851, as as-
certained bv the several Town-'
shin assessors—marked "B."
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WILLIAM L. BLDCHER, EDITOR.

- CELINA, OHIO:
Thursday, ------ November 18, 1852.
�v=-• * * 1 �v * .............— �v -- i

AgricuIlurftlMeeting.
Tlw anntml mt'ulin'g.of dic.Merccr Cutin- 1

lyi griculturnl Society, will be held in the
court bouse in Celina, on the lint Tuesday,
being llio ,711i day of December, 1 852. —
OIBcera'fbr lit o onsuing year are lo buulvo-

ted- A full attendance uf tho members is'
tcquokled, and all u liters who feel mi inter-
ent in the welfare of the Society, arc earn-
tidy solicited io bo present.

WILL. BLOCHER, Hie.
Celina, Nov. 1(1, ID 02.
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David Hays, best Cull,
J. W. Riley, buhl Cow,
E. Handley, best. Cult,
VYillinrn Browning, best llonr,
Geo. O. Coney, bent coop of Fowls,
Geo. C. Coney, best lot of Fowls,
1'imolliy Hankins, 1st premium on nnu

ncre of Wheat, of curly ripe variety,
product of 1 acre .1 l bu liul., .l.OOj

Wm. Hays, one acre of Corn, of ilia
calico variety, producing 07 1 bush-

. cis to the ncre, 3.00 i
Homer Bushnell, best buslid Potatoes, LUU i
Justin Hamilton, Geld of Oats C -17- 1 00

acres, producing .133 bu., honorary prern :
Miscellaneous Articles,
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snmo best 10 yds. Fhinnel, LOOI other articles, free.. Mun over I! I years,
2.5 cents. By order of the

I HOARD UF -MANAGERS. I

nntl wheal ciops— the former to.
Wm. Hays, of Hopewell township,
and the latter In Timothy Hawkins,
of Centre township. The necessary
affidavits and certificates accom-
panied the statements made by.
these gentlemen. Nf. Hays raised '
on one acre of land, ninety-seven ,
bushels, one gallon and two quarts:
of corn, and Mr. Hawkins cut and
ihrcshed from one acre of land,
thirty-eight and one fourth bushels
of wheal.

same best 10 yds. Linsey,
Miss Susan E. ttile-y, best Bed Quilt, LOO
Mra. E. Snyder, 2nd best Bed Quill, • 1.(10
Mrs. Anne Hunter,'best Cotton Socks, LOO
MrsrRuthRilcyibcst Woolen Stockings, 1.00
— ---------- _ __ Fruit, ______1

— ttstm-Hnmilton, best lol of Apples,
---------ftme“ ----- best lot of PeHrs,-

WM. L. BLOCHER, See.

1.00

LUO
-1.00

Leininger Auction Service Sponsor
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1859-1866
No Mercer County Fair was held in 1859. In fact, no Mercer County Fair was held between the years of
1856 and 1867, due to a lack of interest. Also, during the years, 1861-1865, the Civil War was taking
place, and peoples’ concerns were with the war, not the Fair.

1867
The Agricultural Society was revived. They made a big push for membership with hopes of holding an
annual County Fair. (Western Standard; July 26, 1867)

1868
The Agricultural Society, after a long lapse, announced that they planned to hold “77ze First Annual
Mercer County Fair,” on October 14, 15, and 16. The Fair was to be held in the beautiful grove,
adjoining the Reservoir, at Celina, Ohio. The Officers of the Society were President J. Broadwell, Vice
President Adams Jewett, Treasurer Abner Davis, Secretary S.F. DeFord, Marshall J. N. Hetzler, and
Managers John Fleck, William Lacey, Ed Piper, Henry Doner, J. Shellabarger, J. M. Hussey, George
Myers, and Joseph Reidhart. (Western Standard', September 24, 1868)

About a month later a list of premiums awarded was printed with the following explanation from the
editor: “In accordance with the instructions I herewith submit a report of premiums awarded at the
recent October Fair. The report has been unduly delayed, owing to the various causes, one of which is
the unsettled condition of the company. ” The newspaper had changed hands. (Mercer County Standard,
Celina, Ohio; November 19, 1868)

1869
There was an ad in each newspaper, starting on September 23, 1869, announcing that “The Mercer
County Agricultural Society will hold its Second Annual Fair on October 13, 14, and 15.” (Mercer
County Standard, September 23, 1869)

A later newspaper listed the following, in regards to the Second Annual Exhibition. Fair was a great
success. Feared the weather seeing it was held so late, but weather was fine and roads were good. Not
as many entries as anticipated. People not accustomed to Fair yet, and are timid about placing their
products in exhibition. There should have been more stock. The display of farm utensils was excellent.
The display of farm and garden products, fruits, etc., was a success. The last afternoon the trial of speed
in horses attracted the most universal attention. Financially the Fair was a great success. They lost
money the first year, but now paid all debts and has a surplus for the next year. (Mercer County
Standard', October 21, 1869)

The following page is a list of Premiums from the November 19, 1868 Mercer County Standard,
A. P. J. Snyder, Publisher and Proprietor. This list illustrates the efforts put into the Mercer
County Fair in 1868, considering no Fair was held in the years 1856-1867. From 1852 until 2002, the
newspaper in Celina faithfully carried articles about the Mercer County Fair, which made a major
contribution to the preservation of the history of the Mercer County Fair, as well as the history of Mercer
County Communities. Newspapers are noted for providing daily up-to-date history lessons.

The Daily Standard Sponsor
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1868 Newspaper article

MERCER COUNTY

AGRICULTURAL 8OCIBTL
------X------

F1RST ANNUAL FAIR
TO BE HELD IN THE

Beautiful Grove Adjoining the ;
Reservoir, Near

OEJXxITNT ., OHIO,
October 14‘.li, 15th ami 16th, 1868.

OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY.
J. BROADWELL, Piutswim,

ADAMS JEWETT, Vjoa I’uss’i;
Aiiisa DAVia, Treasurer;

S. F. DuFoiw, fiae rotary ;
J. N. UaTZLEH, Marshal.

MASAOEua.—John Flouk, Wm. Laoy,
Ed. M. Pip«r, Heury Duner, Juo. Shella-
bargor, J. M. Hussy," Geu. Myers, Jos.
Reinhart.
COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENTS.

On Grounds.—8. F. DeFord uud Abner
Davis.

On Horses, Males and Jacks.—John
Fleck, Wm. Lauy and E. M. Piper.

On Callie, Hoys and Sheep.— H. Doner,
John Sbellabcrgor and A. Jewell.

On Ji’armmt/ Implements, Mechanic's
Work and Articles for Hall.— George My-
ers, Jos. Reidliarl and J. M. Hussy.

ORDER OF EXHIBITION.
visu>s osr.

Clavs 1—Arrangement of ArticleJ, ap-
pointing Comimueaa, eto. Draught Hur-
sea will be exhibited and uxauiinud.

bEOOND DAV.

Class S—Horses for General Purposes.
Class 3—Carriage, Buggy and addle

Horses.
Class 4—Jacks and Mules, also, Cattle,

beep and Striue, Furm IiuplenieuU and
Domestic Articles.

T1IIED DAY.

Clues 5—Trotting, Pacing, Rucking;
also, Ladies* Riding, Fruits, Vegetables,
Grain, Dairy, Flowers, ete., etc.

PRICES OF ADMISSION.
Exhibitors’ Tickets (non-residents

of the county ) during Fair......... $1 50
Exhibitor's Ticket during Fair . . .  . 1 00
Family Tickets, during Fair with car-

riage or wagon ............. . ......... 1 00
Single Ticket, horse uud rider......... 50
Membership Tickets, entitling the

bolder, with family, and all undos
residing with family under 18
years of age, 10 admission dur-
ing the Fair and voting for offi-

CLASS A.— HORSES.
Beat Stallion fur all purposes, over

four yoera old. .................... ........ Dip. $3 00
ik-sk Draft Stallion . . , . . . . . . . . . . .  " A"
2d best •* . ........... .
Host brood marc with ook by-he*

aide.........................
do mure for general uau ............ . .
do Gelding fur general use .......... i
do Pair Draft Horses ................ . .
do ,r inalohud horsea in Imrnoss

FaatOBD Lrottiug horse.
Bust two year old cull. . ... . . .
do yearling cult....................
do sucking colt ....................
do pacing or rucking borae
do saddle Lorau....................
du ti'uiiiuj Lurua.. . . ..........

CLASS B —JACKS AND MULES.’
” ‘ ’ 2 00

Diploma.
2

3 00
Dipluma.

3 00
2 00

Ohio Funner.
2 00
2 00

Dipluma.
Ohio Farmer.
. Diploma.

1 00
Dipluma.
___  1 00

Beak J nek ................. ......... .
do Jenny ............. .
do pair of mulus............................
do mule ........................ .........

CLASS 0.— CATTLE.
Lwu years old. . . . .  . _ _

undur three yoata old. . Ohio Farmer,
Dlpiortin.

2 on
1 00

Diploma.
2 00

1)0
00

Beat bull over
do
du
do
do
do heifer calf..................................
du voke of work call In ................

CLASS D.—SHEEP.
Best njori no buck ............... ...........
dn
du
do
rhi
do
do
do

9 00

" calf ............ ....................
cow with enlf at her aide'. . . .
milch cow................................

2 00
Diploma.three ewes.......................... .

Southdown buck ............ .
three owes. ....................
Lricoaf r linnl/ ..................
three twr’H . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Cotswold buck ...............
three ewea. ........... .

CLASS E.— HOGS.
Beal boar over 2 yearn old . . . . . . . .

do “ tinder £ years old. . .  . .  J
d o brood sow ............... ................
dn litter of pig”, foot leas than 5,)

under 3 montha old ................ Ohio Farmer.
Diploma.

2 00
Diploma.

2 00
Diploma.

2 00
Ohio Farmer.

Dipluma.

do fat. hog. • .............................. . .
CLASS F.—FOWLS.

Best diaplny of dumaalie fowla. . .
2d best ƴ* *’ " " . . .

CLASS’ G.—FARMING UTENSILS.
I (KI

Diploma.
3 on

Diploma.

1 00
Diplunm.

Beat farm wagon ,
do Bpring •' i .
do buggy . . . . . . .

2d beat, . . . . . . . . . .
Beat liny rigging,
du buy iiuifc . . . . .
do plow fur general purposea. . . Ohio Farmer,
do narrow......................... . ........... Diploma,
du mower ....................................... Diploma,
do field roller................................ Ohio Farmer,
do cultivator.............. — Diploma,
du grain cradle................... •*

cers ........................ • • • - . .  1 00
Each additional entry of a horeu 0,

mare. ................................. 25
1 Children under 15 years of age,

(other than of families holding
I family tickets) .............................. 15

CLASS II.— FARM PRODUCTS.
One Acre or More.

PREMIUM LIST FOR 1068.

Burdi crop corn i, bindi<da,|i<?r acre. .0.  F, A 1 00
du “ wheal, " .0.  E. it J 00
dn '* oats. "* " ft 2 00
du " barley, ,l *• lf , .Ohio Farmer,
uln ,f rye, “ " ° . . Diploma,
do •• buckwheat, " ,f . . 1 .00
du " clover aned, " " . . 2 00
du a flax nited, " " - Ohio Farmer,
do " timothy need »ƴ " Diploma,
do di a pl ay «f grain and seed*. . . r<

do roll of hnktar, 5 lira •. *........... 1 00
do ohePMC, 10 l ba , . . « .......... .
do 10 lbs honoy............................ .
do acre polatoea ...............
do •• “ turnip*..........................
do 3 gallon uorghttm syrup, and

mode of maun fn during  -
do sorghum angar. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
do 12 piinpkiiiR.. ......... . ............
do lives beans. . . .  . ............
do 12 s nohos . . . . . . . . ........... .

CLASS L—FRUIT AND

Dipluma.

1 00
Diploma.

00 & Dip.
Diploma.

•t

GARDEN
VEGETABLES.

B<*«lappl«a, 10 viriatiae ......... 100
do pears. 3 '* . . . . . . . . .  Diploma,
do poaches,. "
do plums. . ......... "
do riulncoB. . ............................... "
do display garden vegetables... 1 00
do three heads cabbage. . . . . . . . .  Diploma,
do three beats . . .. ................ "
do lot of mel lnns . . . .  . ............ I 00
do lot of urrapes........................... Diploma,
th j J j bushel "Wi'flli putatoos . . . . .  ,r

CLASS J.— MISCELLANEOUS.
Best ch urn . . . .  . .........
do one doKcn cum brooms. . . . . .
du half duzen baskets, variety . .
d o ben h i ve . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .
do washing mach ine . . . . . . . . . . .

i ra..! ƴ “d li’n-g mi.uhiii . . .  ° 0'’ it Dip.
do display uf furniture. . . . . . . . .  1 0U di "

2d budt " " ** ......... . Diploma.
Beet display of sloven a tinware. “
du " " firearms.............
do display of drain kilu. .............. 2 00
do practical ditching niawhims . . 2 OU
du But farm harness . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1)0
du " car r iage"  . . . . . . . . . . . .  Diploma,
du mru saddle. . 1 00
do si de " . . . . . . .  j. . . . . . . .  . Dipluma.
du pair of fine boots. . . . . . . . . .  . 1 UU
do fl rr cuntse boots. . . . . . . . .  Diploma.

I 0<).
Diploma.

do barrel of fiuur. . . . . . . . . . . . .  "
do pair woollen b l anke t s . . . . . . .  "
do tun yards tkunoL . . 1 00
do “ *f 11 Jenna . . . .  7 0U
do 41 ° <f flax liuuii. . . . 1 00
do bod quilt ............. ..................1

2d busk bod (pilit ........ ..................
1 dr Dip.
Dlplumn.

do pair (jottuu or woolen stockings , 1 00
du specimen of ornamental needle

work..................... . . . . . . . . . . . 1  00 th Dip.
2d best sped men of orruunontal

noodle work.............................. Diploma.
CLASS K.—CULINARY.

Best loaf of bread ................ Diploma.
du 2 or more kinds of cako.........
flu display of wines ........... "
do apeuirncn of canned fruit. . . .  1 00
du " <f jelly .......... Diploma.
fljj <f preserved fruit.

EXTRA PREMIUMS.
Bsak lady equestrian . . . . . . . . . . .  .1 00 dr Dip.
2d bdst " 11 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Diploma.

Chickasaw Machine & Tool, Inc. Sponsor
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1870
One newspaper article had the heading, “ The Coming County Fair.” Let our farmers go to work and
make the preparations to have their farms represented. Let all join to make the Fair a grand farmer's
jubilee and reunion of friends and acquaintances. Send something no matter how small or how large.
In that same newspaper was the article with the heading, “Is it Fair.” Our Agricultural Board expects us
to Pu ff them through our columns for nothing, but when a job of printing is to be done they give it to a
man who knows nothing about the business because he offers starvation prices. He has done the work in
such a bungling manner that it is a disgrace to the printing profession. Ed. {Mercer County Standard-,
September 8, 1870) [The above article was written by the editor of the Mercer County Standard, about
the editor of another local newspaper.]

1871
The newspaper ad announced, The Fourth Annual Fair of the Mercer County Agricultural Society to be
held on the grounds of the Society on September 20, 21, and 22. The premium amount to be $1000. The
Society officers were President G. W. Raudabaugh, Vice President F. M. Piper, Secretary John Milligan,
and Treasurer Abner Davis. There was over a two column premium list ranging from fifty cents to five
dollars. {Mercer County Standard-, August 31, 1871)

1872
The local paper had one advertisement promoting the Fair. The Mercer County Fair will be held on the
Beautiful Grounds, Near Celina on September 18, 19, and 20. Come everybody; and bring along articles
for exhibition. One and all should lend their aid toward making this the best and most attractive Fair
ever. {Mercer County Standard-, September 1 2, 1872)
In February 1872 the Agricultural Society purchased the tract of land of 17 or 18 acres, by the
Reservoir, “Lake Mercer,” as it was called at that time, from the state of Ohio, and the annual Fairs
were held there. That site would be the site of the Mercelina Park in 2002. (See the 1876 and 1888
maps of Celina.)

1873
The 6th Annual Fair of the Mercer County Agricultural Society, will be held on the Fair Grounds on
October 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. The Society is now in such a condition—financially and otherwise—as, to
warrant us saying that this Fair is bound to eclipse all proceeding ones. {Mercer County Standard-,
October 9, 1873)
The Fair held last week was the greatest success of any ever held in the county. Great credit is due the
managers, for the interest they took in trying to make the Fair what it was—the best ever held in the
county. {Mercer County Standard; October 9, 1873)

1874
The Fair of Mercer County commences on September 16, 17, and 18. This above all others, has been the
most propitious season, and we have been blessed with such crops, of all kinds, as never before, in this
county, gladdened the hearts of our husbandmen. Then what would be more appropriate and proper than
for people, each and everyone, to bring choice specimens as an offering to Ceres, the goddess of plenty.
{Mercer County Standard; August 13, 1874)

Celina Utilities Sponsor
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1875
The ad in the local paper stated, Eighth Annual Fair of the Mercer County Agricultural Society to be held
on the Fair Grounds on September 29, 30, and October 1. The Officers listed were President William
Lacey, Vice President Calvin E. Riley, Secretary S. S. Scranton, and Treasurer Calvin E. Riley. Premiums
ranged from 50 cents to 20 dollars for double team trotting (both horses owned by the same party) and 50
dollars paid to the fastest trotting horse, mare or gelding. (Mercer County Standard-, August 6, 1 875)

1876
“The Fair.” Wfe took the pains to interview a number of farmers from different parts of the county on the
subject of the Fair. The Secretary of the Society informs us that more entries are made, than the total
number of entries at any former Fair. The Premium Sheet is very comprehensive, and large premiums are
offered. These premiums will be paid, because the Fair will be a financial success. Again, we say, “Let
every farmer come and take that interest in the Fair which he should.” The Fair is the farmers, gotten up
expressly for his benefit, and should have his encouragement. The Fair will be held on the 19th, 20th,
21st, and 22nd days of September. (Mercer County Standard', August 24, 1876)
[Note: This was the first time the Fair was expanded to four days.]

1877
“Our County Fair." Farmers of Mercer County, are you aware that the County Fair commences one
week from next Tuesday? On you depends it success. Prepare your articles for exhibition, and do not
delay too long. Get your finest stock in trim. Have your choicest and finest vegetables ready for the
occasion. See to it that the Fair which commences on September 18th, 19th, 20th, and 21st, is a success.
Premiums will range from 50 cents to $6.00 for the best cow, best cow with calf by her side, best 1 year
old bull, and best 3 year old bull. (Mercer County Standard', September 6, 1 877).

The Ohio Revised Code provides the laws of Ohio, under which the Mercer County Fair exists. Ohio’s
legal system provides the structure by which the Citizens of Ohio live.

HOUSE BILL 463, passed April 8, 1880, AN ACT
To authorize the commissioners of Mercer County to sell certain real estate, and to direct how the proceeds are to be applied.

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio. That the commissioners of Mercer County, Ohio, are hereby
authorized and empowered to sell at public or private sale, in whole or in parcels, and on payments not exceeding two years, and to execute
good and sufficient deeds of conveyance therefore, the following described real estate, situated in said county of Mercer: All that portion of
the west half of the northeast quarter of the northwest quarter of section one (1) that lies north of the center of the Celina and New Corydon
Road, and a strip of land 66-100 chains wide off the west side of that part of the east half of the northeast quarter of the northwest quarter of
section one (1), that lies north of said Celina and New Corydon Road, all in town six (6), south of range two (2) east, containing in all
twenty acres of land, more or less, and apply the proceeds arising from said sale in acquiring title to, and paying indebtedness upon the
grounds now used and occupied by the Mercer County Agricultural Society as a fair ground
And after paying in full for said last mentioned grounds, it shall be the duty of the treasurer of said county to pay to the treasurer of said
agricultural Society, on the order of the auditor of said county, the residue of said proceeds to be used by said society in improving said
grounds. Said grounds to be owned and controlled as provided in section four (4) of an act entitled “an act for the relief of the Mercer
County Agricultural Society,” passed May 5, 1877. (O. L., vol. 74, page 508.)

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage.
Thos. A. Cowgill, Speaker of the House of Representatives
R. G. Richards, President pro tem of the Senate.

Passed April 8, 1880.

Peter R. Van Arsdel &
Matthew L. Gilmore, Attorneys at Law Sponsors
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1876 Map of Celina, Ohio. Note the Fair Grounds.

Note the plans of Celina, and compare the community development between 1876 and 2002. In 1876,
our Nation celebrated its 100th Anniversary. In 2002, the Mercer County Fair celebrates its 150th
Anniversary. In 2003, Ohio will celebrate her 200th Anniversary. Progress is a part of our country
The Celina “Market Space” is located on Logan Street, between Main, Ash, and Center Streets. The
Mercer County Court House and Jail are located on the Public Square, on Main Street between Market
and Livingston. The Ellis House is on Main and Livingston. The National Hotel is on the north west
corner of Fayette and Walnut. Tire St. Charles Hotel is on the south west comer of Main and Warren.
The Union School in on the south west comer of Fulton and Walnut. Three Lutheran Churches and one
Methodist Church are also marked. The “old Steam Mill” is located on Sugar, south of Logan Street.

Mercer Co. Community Development
Larry Stelzer, Director Sponsor



8

1878
In June 1878, the Mercer County Agricultural Society purchased 21.32 acres of land from the
Brandon heirs for $1900, on the west wide of Celina, foreseeing the necessity of more ample
grounds. This site is the 2002 site of the Mercer County Fair Ground on West Market Street, just
west of Riley Street.

“Our Coming Fair.” That great good from the holding of our annual County Fair, is no longer a
debatable question; for it is conceded by all intelligent and observing persons that the comparison of
products, the different methods of producing, and the interchange of ideas and experiences brought about
through these yearly meetings, are in the result beneficial. All of the elements material necessary to
make a tip top fair are at hand. All that is required is the disposition and a little effort, and the thing is
done and the Mercer County Fair to be held September 10th, 11th, 12th, and 13th, will be a success, and
will be remembered in the future and referred to as a model of its kind. (Mercer County Standard', August
29, 1878)

1879
“Proceedings of the Agricultural board.” Board met in regular session. All members present except D.
S. Roop. Contacts for rent of stands presented by Secretary and approved by the Board. On motion, Wm.
Lacey was elected Marshall and Geo. Mowry, assistant. P. M. Betts was elected gate-keeper and Alex
Partner, assistant; W H. Parrott and J. C. Toppert, police for Vegetable Hall; McBaily, police for Floral
Hall; B. W. Powell, Eph Grunden, Chas. McGee, M. Newcomb and M. Burress, grounds police. It was
signed by T. J. Godfrey, President; W. F. McDaniel, Secretary, and dated September 6, 1879.
The Fair was held September 23, 24, 25, and 26. (Mercer County Standard; September 11, 1879)

“Twelfth Annual Fair.” The Mercer County Fair held last week was in every way a success, and the
Agricultural Society is now in such a condition as to be the pride of our people. The arrangements on the
grounds were good. There was no disturbance of any kind. The managers were vigilant and efficient,
and were fortunate in their selection of gatekeepers, marshals, and policemen. (Mercer County Standard;
October 2, 1879)

1880
The Mercer County Fair was to be held on September 15, 16, 17 & 18. No other information was to be
found in the local newspapers.

1881
The 14th Annual Fair of the Mercer County Agricultural Society will be held on the Fair Grounds at
Celina, Ohio on September 21, 22, 23, and 24. The Society Officers were President Honorable T. J.
Godfrey, Vice President D. J. Roop; Secretary J. H. Beam, and Treasurer D. J. Roop. Premiums ranged
from 50 cents to $25 for the best stallion, four years old and over. (Mercer County Standard; August 11,
1881) This was the first official advertisement for the Fair since 1876.

The progress of the Mercer County Fair is a reflection of the progress of the communities in Mercer
County. Mercer Countians take civic pride in contributing to die betterment of Mercer County.

Celina Medical Center Sponsor



9

1882
The annual meeting of the Mercer County Agricultural Society for the election of officers was held at the
Mercer County Courthouse on Saturday, January 28, 1882. A Grandstand to seat 1500 persons
comfortable was put up at the Fair Grounds. All persons in the stands would have a good view of the
races, as well as the whole grounds. (Mercer County Standard', August 18, 1882)
"The County Fair! Announcement.” The last three days of the County Fair we will issue a Daily paper.
Advertisers will please make a note of this enterprise. (Mercer County Standard', August 14, 1882)
[Note: The Fair was held on September 13, 14, 15 and 16. Nothing more was found advertising the Fair
or any results of events.]

1883
The Mercer County Fair was held on September 12, 13, 14, and 15, 1883.
“The Fair.” The Sixteenth Annual Fair different from its predecessors by having better exhibits than it
has ever had, and by having better weather than has been known for many years. Various kinds of games
deprived the unwary of their reason and their money. (Mercer County Standard', September 20, 1883)
[The Newspaper Editor went on to question whether this kind of entertainment was really necessary.]

1884
A Spacious Hall on the Fair Grounds is being pushed rapidly forward toward its completion.
There will be excellent racing at the County Fair next month. (Mercer County Standard; August 7, 1884)
Fair held on September 2, 3, 4, & 5. For four consecutive days last week public interest was centered in
the Fair and from early Tuesday morning until late Friday night our beautiful Fair Grounds was filled
with a vast number of sight seers. The spacious new exhibition hall and recently erected amphitheater
proved to be highly attractive. A great interest was manifested in our fair by merchants this year and a
number of attractive exhibits attested to this. (Mercer County Standard; September 11, 1884)

In 1882, a Grandstand was constructed at the Fair Grounds located by the Lake. In 1896. the Grandstand
was destroyed by fire. This pen and ink drawing is from the book Van Wert and Mercer Counties, Ohio
History, edited by R. Sutton and printed at Wapakoneta, Ohio, in 1882. Local citizens marvel at this
illustration of the Fair Grounds by the Lake in Celina.

The Willow Restaurant Sponsor
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1885
The Mercer County Fair was held on September 8, 9, 10, 11 & 12, 1 885. The Fair opened under
unfavorable circumstances, the rain coming down in torrents. The bad weather continued. On account
of the heavy rains, the Fair was continued an extra day over Saturday. (Mercer County Standard',
September 17, 1885)

1886
The Mercer County Fair was held on August 31, September 1, 2, & 3. 1886. "The Fair.” It always
produces within us a feeling of keenest delight. Truth and candor compel us to say that the 19 Annual
Fair was not a great and grand success. Let it suffice that there was deep and dire discontent with the
state of affairs in general and the family ticket business in particular and that everybody seemed disposed
to rumble at the management. (Mercer County Standard', September 9. 1886)

1887
The Fair was held on September 20, 21. 22, and 23. By that time, it was a very well known and popular
event. The railroads also cooperated as was pointed out in the local paper. "Excursion Rates to the
Mercer County Fair." All railroads will give reduced rates to Celina and return. The Mackinaw
(Cincinnati, Jackson & Mackinaw Railroad, C J & M) has been very liberal. The following are its
rates for round trip to Celina; each lasts 3 days at the Fair: Shanes Crossing and St. Henry, 15 cents;
Coldwater and Tamah, 10 cents. (Mercer County Standard', September 16, 1887)

1888
"The Fair.” The Fair was successful from the beginning to end. The machinery on the Fair Grounds
was run bv natural gas. The Mendon Band furnished excellent music all during the Fair. The merry-go-
round and the medicine men took in hundreds of dollars. The crowds on Tuesday was a wonder, but
Thursday’s attendance eclipsed it. The baseball game on Thursday attracted a crowd of enthusiastic
spectators. (Mercer County Standard', October 4, 1888)

Oil wells were numerous on the Lake. However, in 1886, the first oil well in the Celina village limits,
proved to be dry, with a slight trace of gas. A Celina Gas Company was installed to furnish the town
with light and fuel for a number of years in 1886. In July of 1888, an ordinance was passed in Celina, to
contract for the supply of natural gas to encourage manufacturers to locate in Celina. The winter of
1892/1893, a franchise to light the streets of Celina with electricity was given to Turner and Lutz.

1889
"Card to Friends of Agriculture.” I understand there has been circulated false statements in regard to
our charges for stalls at our coming Fair. We charge $1.00 for box stalls and 50 cents for open stalls to
citizens of our County; $2.00 for box stalls to parties outside the County’. We hope that no one will object
to these charges who wish to see the Agricultural Society’ prosper. H. B. Bennett, President.
(Mercer County Standard; September 19, 1889) "The Fair.” The Van Wert County News said it was the
‘thinnest’ Mercer County Fair ever held, only 5 people in the Grandstand on Wednesday afternoon. [The
Standard defended the Fair.] It was the best and most financially successful ever held. Over 8000
attended the Fair on Thursday. (Mercer County Standard; October 9, 1889)

The Peoples Bank Co. sPo„Sor



11

"Boat Landing at Fair Ground, Celina, Ohio”
Oldest Post Card of the Fair Grounds by the Lake;
the photograph was taken before 1 894.

The Band Stand stood on the
old Fair Grounds by the Lake.

1888

1888 Map of Celina, Ohio. Note the Fair Grounds.
The Mercer County Fair Ground, located south on Cherry and Buckeye Streets, and east of Logan and Warren
Streets, next to the Mercer County Reservoir, Lake Mercer, is indicated on this 1888 Map of Celina. The 1882
Grand Stand is facing the Race Track. The Band Stand and the 1 884 Agricultural Hall are within the Track.
Mercer County. Ohio Atlas. Philadelphia, PA: Griffing, Gordon & Co. 1888.

Henkle Insurance Agency, Rockford, Ohio sPo„»»r
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1890
(Note: Apparently, the Fair was really in financial trouble. Five men provided $1850 so the Fair could
be held in 1889. Lack of attendance seemed to be the main problem. There was a lot of discussion about
not holding the Fair. They finally did decide to hold it on September 16, 17, 18, and 19. In order to
promote attendance the Society eliminated the family ticket, and charged 25 cents for all over twelve
years.]

The Agricultural Society hired Professor Thompson, the most noted aeronaut of America to give a
balloon ascension and parachute leap from the clouds in three successive days of the Fair. (Mercer
County Standard; September 4, 1890)
“The Fair.” Owing to the uncertainty of there being a Fair up to within a short time before it was held,
the farmers did not have time to make the exhibition of their products that they otherwise would have
done. Consequently there was not much stock or farm products to be seen. It was a common remark
among strangers that the races were the best that they had seen at any Fair this season. (Mercer County
Standard; September 25, 1890)

1891
[Note: The Agricultural Society Board decided to move the Fair up one month in hopes to improve
attendance and participation, so for the first time it was held in August on the 25th, 26th, 27th, and 28th.]
“Mercer County Agricultural Society.” The Board of Managers met at the Sheriff’s office at 10:00 A.M.
The rules were changed so that holders of family tickets be admitted with team during the Fair and the
right to vote at the election on the third day of the Fair. Mr. Beam was allowed 9 dollars for six days
labor fixing the track. Charles Halfhill, Secretary. (Mercer County Standard; August 13, 1891)

1892
“We’ll All Be There.” This is the week when the denizens of the town and country alike give themselves
to the mildly intoxicating delight of the County Fair. Over the Fair Grounds there will be grand
pandemonium of band music, side show vociferations, cackling poultry, lowing cattle, and human voices.
As the great annual attraction of our County, may its shadow never grow less. (Mercer County Standard;
August 25, 1892) [Note: This was referred to as the “25th Annual Mercer County Fair. ” This goes
back to the Agricultural Society reviving the Fair in 1868.]

1893
“The Mercer County Fair.” Let everybody in the County take hold and make this the grandest and most
successful event of the kind in the history of the Society. Make the Fair complete for we have assurances
that the attendance will be unusually large. Come all of you, the short and the tall, the lean and the fat,
the old and the young, the rich and the poor, male and female—everybody. (Mercer County Standard;
August 3, 1893)

November 2, 1893, the Mercer County Agricultural Society purchased 18 acres of land from John
W. DeFord for $2700. This bordered the Brandon property that was purchased in 1878. The Fair
Grounds was in excess of 39 acres, on Market Street, west of Riley Street, Celina. The Fair was
growing, and the Fair Board and the Public always had a place for youth as well as adults.

Probate Juvenile Judge Mark Klosterman sP on.Or
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1894
“The Mercer County Fair: August 21-24." Will be a Boomer this year. Beautiful new grounds of 40
acres. Well shaded and watered, and equipped at an expense of $25,000. (Mercer County Standard',
August 9, 1894) [Note: This was the first large advertisement found in the local paper since the 1881
Fair. The same advertisement could be found in all County newspapers. In 1894, this was the first Fair
held at the present Fairgrounds Site, on Market Street, still in use in 2002. The old Fair Grounds,
located by the lake, became the location of the Celina Chautauqua Assembly, at the Mercelina Park.]

1895
“Editorial Notes” The Fair is on exhibition for the people and by the people, and all people should
attend. The exhibits for our zeal for knowledge. The Fair is not a school room hemmed in by four walls.
No other county of Ohio boasts of a similar institution as our Fair. The livestock feature of our Fair is
always a popular one. We aim to excel any and all farmer exhibitions. The Fair we hold is devoted to
the interests of the community in which you live. The word agriculture is broad in its meaning and
includes everything growing from the soil. (Mercer County Standard', August 10, 1898)

1896
“Destruction of the Grand Stand.” The Grand Stand at the old Fairgrounds (on the North Shore of
the Reservoir in Celina) was destroyed by fire Tuesday night. The building was evidently set on fire,
either by tramps or by some one who wanted the excitement of a conflagration. In it were stored a
Ferris Wheel valued at $400, the property of Jno. Hamburger. Some twenty boats belonging to Ed. C.
Snyder also went up in smoke. The destruction of the Grand Stand, almost the last trace of the
buildings on the old Fair Grounds have been removed. (Mercer County Standard', February 1, 1896)
The Grand Stand had been constructed in 1882.

1

1900

CELINA

1900 Map of Celina, Ohio. Note the Fair Grounds.
Map of Celina, from 1900 Mercer County Atlas. Notice “Celina Park,” at the site of the old Mercer County Fair
Grounds. (The 1900 site of the Celina Park is Mercelina Park in 2002.) Note the road has been changed along
Lake Shore Drive, past Pullman Bay, crossing the Lake Erie & Western Railroad Tracks to Market Street.

Celina Wine Store &
Pullman Bay Restaurant Sponsors



14

A PIONEER HOME, MERCER COUNTY EAIR GROUNDS
( Erected and owned by Mmcitr County Pioneer Association)

C. W. Halfhill & President & Mrs. Harding A PIONEER HOME AT FAIR GROUNDS

The only United States President to visit the Mercer County Banner Fair was W. G. Harding.
Charles W. Halfhill, who served as Secretary to the Agricultural Society in the 1890’s, often sought
advice from his good Republican friend and newspaper editor Warren Gamaliel Harding, Harding was
nominated for Lieutenant Governor of Ohio in 1903. In 1910, he was defeated in the election for Ohio
Governor. Harding was nominated for United States President in the 1920 election. August 2, 1923
President Warren G. Harding died suddenly at San Francisco, when he returned from a visit to Alaska.

A Pioneer Home was built at the Mercer County Fairgrounds. The Mercer County Pioneer Association
held its first meeting at Moore’s Grove at Mendon in 1882. They held their annual meetings there until
they moved to Celina in 1894. In 1896. they met at the large tent on the Fair Grounds and decided to
erect an old fashioned pioneer cabin on the Fair Grounds, and furnish it.

1897
“The County Fair.” The County Fair will be a record breaker this year. Celina has come into
prominence of late years as the Banner Fair Town of the State. Everybody has caught the Fair
enthusiasm this year. All children under 14 years of age will be admitted free on Friday, the last day.
The Fair will be held on August 18, 19, 20, & 21. (Mercer County Standard', August 8, 1897)
[Note: This was the first time that the local Fair was referred to as a “Banner” Fair.]
“How the Fair is Advertised.” Some people have seen fit to criticize the management of the Fair in
regard to its place of advertising. We have not bought a lot of gilt edged and high priced advertising
matter to adorn the walls of private houses and be framed rather than displayed for the benefit of the
public. Two thousand premium lists have been sent out; six thousand speed programs have been mailed
to the different horsemen in Ohio and Indiana, and one thousand invitations sent to prominent citizens of
the county. At any rate don’t stay away from the Fair. S. H. Weaver, President. (Mercer County
Standard; August 11,1 897) One of the 1 897 ticket premiums can be found in the Mercer County
Historical Museum. It reads, The Banner Fair of Ohio; Celina, Ohio; August 17, IS, 19, & 20, 1897.
First Premium. Premium Payable after August 21 on presentation of this card. Awarded on #1 Bany
Washer, Class No. 44. Entry No. 14. Signed by J. W Swartz, Superintendent. (The Bany Washing
Machine was built at St. Henry, in the 1890’s, until Jacob Bany moved the business to Delphos in 1907.)

Common Pleas Judge Jeffrey R. Ingraham sru:™<


























































































































