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PREFACE 

Saint Henry, Ohio is celebrating its Sesquicentennial, 1837-1987. The 
year 1987 also honors the Bicentennial of the United States' Constitution 
and the Northwest Ordinance, 1787-1987. Saint Henry joins the nation in 
celebrating our heritage, our democracy, and our responsibility to the 
citizens of tomorrow. 

Few history books are written about events, at the time the events 
are occurring, or about people writing their own history. Most history 
books are written decades or centuries after an event has occurred. 
This book is unique because it was written by the citizens of Saint 
Henry, Ohio, telling about the year 1986, written during the year 1986, in 
preparation for the 1987 celebration. These citizens have endeavored to 
present a story of Saint Henry; they have added to the history of Ohio, 
and thus, to the history of the United States of America. 

SAINT HENRY, OHIO HISTORY 1836-1971, by Joyce L. Alig, en­
compassed the years from the first settlers in 1836, preceding the 1837 
platting of the village, to the seventy-fifth anniversary of the church 
building, 1897-1972. That history book was documented with extensive 
footnotes and detailed bibliography, which provided historical back­
ground for this book. 

This Editor recognizes the importance of the contributions of local 
history and family histories, written by local citizens. Appreciation also 
is extended to many citizens who provided photographs, with acknowl­
edgment to Ken Jutte, Bob Delzeith, Mike Lamm, Gary Lefeld, Marce­
lyn Meinerding, Loretta Romer and Joe Romer. 

This book was written for those people who would honor the her­
itage of Saint Henry, and who would respect the strong character, hard 
work, and high standards of the citizens of this Sesquicentennial Com­
munity. This Editor has lived in this Community for a quarter of a cen­
tury, with her family. She considers it an honor that the Village would 
encourage her to prepare this book. She thanks each person who helped 
make this book possible. 

Joyce L. Alig 
Editor 

and 
President of 

The Mercer County 
Historical Society, Inc. 
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SAINT HENRY, OHIO 
Sesquicentennial 

1837-1987 

ViE GET AROUND ! 

Seated: Louis Huelsman, Treasurer; Al Homan, Secretary; Tom Wuebker, Chair­
man and Marv Wourms, Vice-Chairman. 

Standing: Jeff Buehler, Community Representative; Joyce Alig, Editor of Ses­
quicentennial History Book for Saint Henry; Jane Gast, Co-ordinator Secretary; 
and John Romer, Co-ordinator of Scheduling Events for Celebration. 

Absent: Debbie Balster and Marvin Lefeld, High School Representatives. 

Brian Bertoline, student, pre­
sented the winning theme idea for 
the Sesquicentenmal Celebration: 
"One Hundred Fifty Years of Yes­
terday's Memories Makes 
Dreams of Tomorrow." Brian is 
the son of Gary and Ada Ber­
toline. Brian is congratulated by 
Teacher Elaine Broering, and 
Chairman Tom Wuebker. Elaine 
designed the logo. 
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St. Henry Service Organization Representatives who worked with Steering Committee in planning the Saint Henry Sesquicentennial 
Celebration. 



RICHAAOF CELESTE 
GOVERNOR 

Mrs. Joyce L . Alig 

STATE OF OHIO 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

COLUMBUS 43266-0601 

January 23, 1987 

3054 Burkettsville-Henry Road 
Saint Henry, Ohio 45883-9716 

To the Citizens of Saint Henry: 

I extend good wishes to you on the occasion of the 150th 
anniv:ereary of your community. Such a milestone is truly 
notable, and I commend you for making the effort to reflect on 
your history and to use that history as an inspiration for future 
accomplishments. 

Your commemoration coincides with the bicentennials of two 
notable national documents, the Northwest Ordinance and the 
United States Constitution. Thus, you are in the enviable 
position of being able to enjoy a local observance amid many 
regional and national activities. Surely, this will be an 
interesting and exciting year for all of you and for the visi tore 
who ought to join you. 

I wish you a successful and invigorating year, a fitting 
reflection of the efforts of all who brought your community to 
this point. 

RFC: jh 

Best wishes, 

14~, .J ¢ ~.Ii 
Richard F. Celeste 
Governor 

OHIO WAS FORMED IN 1803. 
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L to R: Ron Puthoff, Jerry Laffin, Herb Muhlenkamp. 

JEAAV LA1"F1N. 

Citizen& of St. Henry 
· st. Henry, Ohio 45883 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

AON-'LD ,-uTHO,.F HERBERT MUHLI.NKAM~ 

BOARD O F 

MERCER COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS 

CELINA, OHIO 45822 

JOAN BOLL~IIACHER. cu..,..- w TM -

January 23, 1987 

We, recognize St. Henry aa an out:,t&nding Collllllunity 
of Mercer County, Ohio. 

The Board of County Cornmissionera of Mercer 
county, Ohio do hereby support th• Sesquicentennial 
Celebration of st. Henry, Ohio for the years 1837 
to 1987. we look forward to future accompliahments 
of the Village. 

JL/jb 
cc: Mercer County Historical Society, Joyce Alig 

MERCER COUNTY WAS ORGANIZED IN 1824. 
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Granville Township 

Granville Township is one of fourteen Townships in Mercer County. 
The current population of the Township is 3,692. The Township bound­
ary lines are north to the Township line which is just north of Carth­
agena Road, east to State Route 127, south to Mercer-Darke County line 
and west to Township Line Road. There are approximately 91 miles or 
roads in Granville Township of which the Township is responsible for 
29.12 miles. The remaining roads are either County roads or State high­
ways. 

Granville Township has four elected officials which includes three 
Trustees and a Clerk/Treasurer. The three Trustees are each elected to 
a four year term. They are responsible for all Township road mainte­
nance. This maintenance includes plowing snow, patching roads and 
mowing along these roads. The Trustees also settle fence disuptes 
among land owners, solve waterway problems, maintain the Township 
equipment and have other miscellaneous duties. The Clerk/Treasurer is 
aiso eiected to a four year term. The Cierk/Treasurer's responsibiiities 
include recording the minutes, preparing the annual financial reports, 
receiving and depositing funds, issuing warrants and other duties. 

The buildings owned by Granville Township are both located in St. 
Henry. The small building on Walnut Street, east of the church, is 
known as the Township house. It is used predominately as a meeting 
room for the Township Trustees. The building also housed the Granville 
Township-St. Henry Branch Library for several years. The other build­
ing owned by Granville Township is located on Columbus Street. It was 
purchased from John Laux in 1978 and is used for storage of all the 
road equipment. 

The budget for Granville Township is approximately $100,000 a 
year. The bulk of these monies are obtained from property taxes, 
gasoline tax, motor vehicle tax, revenue sharing and inheritance settle­
ments. The main expenditures are road related. For example, the cost 
of blacktopping a mile of road is $22,000. Granville Township also pro­
vides money each year to support the St. Henry and Burkettsville Fire 
Departments. Mercer Country Ambulance Service also receives funds 
from Granville Township. Buying road equipment and maintaining it is 
another major expense. 

The most memorable happening in Granville Township in the past 
decade was the blizzard of 1978. The blizzard occurred in late January. 
All the roads in the Township were closed. The snow was drifted so 
deep that the Township snow removal equipment was unable to clean 
the roads. The Trustees had to hire local heavy equipment operators to 
clear the roads. Payloaders and bulldozers were needed and it was a 
very costly clean up that took nearly ten days to have all Township 
roads open for travel. 
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Local economy in Granville Township as of the writing is generally 
good. Many of the residents work in factories in Coldwater, Celina, 
Minster and New Bremen. Agriculture however is the backbone of the 
Granville Township economy. The farmers' crops in recent years have 
been good but the price paid to the farmer has declined. The current 
price for soybeans is $4.50 and the price of corn is $1.50 a bushel. 
Operating a farm in recent years has been very costly. The average 
cost for land is $1900 an acre. Machinery costs have risen as has the 
price of fertilizer. 

In summary, Granville Township is a good place to live and raise 
children. People work together to form a sense of community pride. 
The elected Trustees and Clerk/Treasurer represent these people in the 
best possible way. Township government is the "grass roots" form of 
government that hopefully will last forever. 

John Dippold, clerk; Mark Kremer, Dennis Schwieterman and Cy Dues, Trustees 

141 S. Walnut Street 
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St. Henry History 

Henrich Romer laid out the town of St. Henry, Ohio, July 7, 1837. 
There is no written record available which identifies why he chose to 
name this town St. Henry. 

St. Henry, Ohio is located in Section 21, Granville Township, 
Mercer County, Ohio. The Romer brothers erected the first log building 
and in the hastily contructed home, seven families spent their first 
winter. Henry Bruns built the second cabin in St. Henry. In 1839, there 
were enough settlers in St. Henry to lead Biship Purcell to grant per­
mission for the formation of a parish and Mass was celebrated once a 
month in the Henry Beckman home. Under the direction of Rev. Louis 
Navarron, the first church was built, being fifty by twenty-five feet and 
made of logs and weatherboards. The Most Reverend Archbishop Pur­
cell dedicated this church in 1842, to the honor of Saint Henry, the pious 
Emperor Henry II of Germany. Incidentally, four of the first six church 
wardens were named Henry: Henry Romer, Henry Bruns, Henry Wim­
mers, Henry Hemmelgarnn, Gerard Beckmann and Bernard Romer. 
Also, another settler was named Henry, that of Henry Beckman whose 
home had hosted the monthly Mass. 

An early businessman was John Joseph Romer, who had arrived in 
Mercer County in October 1838 and initiated a store in St. Henry in 1840. 
Before completion of the Miami Erie Canal, he transported farm pro­
duce to Cincinnati by wagon and returned with merchandise for his 
store. For example, he took furs, dried venison, rabbit, quail, roots and 
herbs, e.g., snakeroot and seed turnips; Romer would return with rice, 
coffee, crackers, sugar, vinegar, starch, oatmeal, paints and varnish. 
Romer used a four horse team to haul goods between Cincinnati and 
home; the trip requiring three or four days. The completion of the 
Miami and Erie Canal in western Ohio, not only cut Homer's travel 
time in half, but also provided the inexpensive and quick transportation 
for German settlers arriving at Cincinnati and heading north to pur­
chase land for a dollar and a quarter an acre, north of the Greenville 
Treaty Line. (For local citizens, the Fort Recovery-Minster Road runs 
along this Line.) Many immigrants worked on the building of the canal, 
in order to make enough money to then purchase land. 

Due to the rapid settlement of the German immigrants, the popula­
tion of St. Henry increased. By 1880, the St. Henry Census was regis­
tered at 200. The 1880's was the decade that changed the economic di­
rection of St. Henry. The Cincinnati and Jackson, Michigan Railroad 
reached St. Henry, the second Wednesday of December, 1883. This rail­
road provided quick, inexpensive transportation to the market for the 
farmers, as well as the businessmen. The railroads soon replaced the 
canals for transportation. In St. Henry, Frank Bruns opened a livery 
stable, enlarged his saloon to make space for a pool table and placed a 
lantern in front of his business that year. Next to Bruns' Hotel, was the 
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Carriage and Wagon Manufactory of blacksmith Henry Bruns. Caspar 
Schoeneberger worked as a blacksmith. The Moeder brothers operated 
their sawmill. Anton Mueller made furniture and built homes. Joseph 
Drahman had a harness manufactory. John Henry Romer had a gen­
eral mercantile store. John Panning was a dealer in stoves, tinware, 
roofing and spouting. J.B. Kipp put his saloon on wheels in 1884 and 
moved it next to the railroad station. Michael Schlegel manufactured 
furniture and carried on the undertaking business. Albert Gulde em­
barked in the general merchandise business. Henry Steinlage operated 
a tannery. Ignatz Siegrist had a harness shop. The town also had a flour 
mill in 1884. Dr. William Jones was the local physician and surgeon. 
Medical needs were also served by Dr. Adam Edelman, Dr. Ryan and 
Dr. J.J. Mory. Over Christmas in 1884, the roof of the tile company col­
lapsed due to snow. The increase in village activity was evident as the 
1890 Census was marked at 692. By 1890, the underground natural gas 
wells were dug. Many people began digging gas wells and using gas in 
their homes. The Natural Gas Co. was incorporated in 1892 in order to 
furnish gas for the village, including the school. The Citizens Gas Co. 
was formed and by 1894 was free of debt, paying the dividends of eleven 
percent. As the old village gas well began failing, a new derrick was 
built and the well dug in 1898. 

The election for incorporation of St. Henry Village was held August 
17, 1901, with 71 votes cast; 54 for and 17 against incorporation. The pro­
ceedings of incorporation were presented for record August 21 and were 
recorded September 9, 1901 at the Mercer County Court House. Nomina­
tions for village offices were made in October and the following gentle­
men were elected to office in November 1901: Mayor Jacob Bany, Sr.; 
Marshal Joseph Schoeneberger; Treasurer Edward F. Romer; Clerk 
H.A. Beckman; Council Members: J.H. Romer, A. Gulde, Caspar 
Schoeneberger, Joseph Moeller, Joseph Davis and J.A. Schirack. They 
held their first St. Henry Village Council Meeting November 21, 1901. 
By January 20, 1902, within two months,· a total of thirty-eight ordi­
nances had been adopted. They also appointed a Board of Health. New 
jail cells were installed in the town hall by March 1902. 

As various fires consumed buildings, the Village Council discussed 
purchasing fire-fighting equipment. But it took the fire of July 1905, 
which almost burned down the town, to initiate action for a fire depart­
ment. This fire consumed the Bruns' Livery Stable, the Bruns Hotel, 
the Bruns Carriage and Smith's workshops and nearby buildings. The 
following week, citizens and the Village Council met and decided to or­
ganize a Fire Department. At the July 31 meeting, the Village Council 
made a motion for purpose of issuing bonds in the amount of $6,000 for 
City Hall and Fire Protection. By September, the Council had bought a 
chemical fire apparatus. By November, John Losekamp had completed 
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his contract of bl!ilding the town building. By the autumn of 1909, the 
water works were completed and the tower and tank erected. 

The Village streets were lighted by gas lights. In 1915, the Village 
Council passed a motion to pay $4,000 to Jaspensen Supply Company for 
completion of an electric light plant. The citizens received two hours of 
electricity a day, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.; the generators being ran 
by gasoline engines. 

The 1900 Village Census was listed at 650; the 1910 Census at 560. 
The 1920 Census was listed at 561; the 1930 Census was 571. Thus, the 
Village population was stabilizing. 

The first decade after Incorporation, the Village implemented im­
provements by constructing sidewalks and curbing, allowing for proper 
drainage, repairing and cleaning streets, repairing street lamps, giving 
adequate care to ditches and water the streets with the sprinkler to con­
trol dust. The Village newspaper, The Saint Henry Advocate, adver­
tised fifty businesses and expressed pride in the growth of these 
businesses. People were buying automobiles. January 12, 1912, the Vil­
lage Council members put a speed limit on automobiles and autocycles, 
etc.; a limit of eight miles per hour. The June 29, 1907 Saint Henry Ad­
vocate advertised farm prices of wheat, $.90; oats, $.40; corn, $.70; al­
syke, $7.00; timothy seed, $2.00; butter, $.14 per lb.; and eggs, $.13 per 
dozen. The St. Henry Hardware Company advertised shelf and heavy 
hardware, paints, oils, glass, roofing, farm implements, the Baker 
windmill, pumps, piping and fittings, wire fencing, rock and barrel salt. 
April 28, 1914, a train wreck at one and a half miles north of St. Henry 
drew crowds. Twenty-one cars were strewn across the tracks, their 
contents dumped wherever the shattered cars lay. 

In 1937, St. Henry Village celebrated its Centennial of the recording 
of the plat of St. Henry in 1837. The Village received 28,000 square feet 
of sidewalks, which was about one and one-half miles of new walks, 
under the W.P.A. in 1937. 

World War II touched St. Henry. Local citizens went to serve their 
country. March 23, 1942, the Village Council discussed the possibility of 
sending interested parties to a meeting in Columbus in regards to civi­
lian defense; no action was taken. In April, the Village Solicitor went to 
the Mercer County Auditor in regards to an additional allowance for 
civilian defense. The Council decided to change the time to Eastern 
War Time in the spring of 1943 and to change back the following fall. At 
the conclusion of World War II, a small notation was entered in the Vil­
lage Council Minutes, October 8, 1945, to transfer the balance of the 
Civilian Defense Fund to the General Fund. 

April 14, 1947, the Village Council Clerk was assigned to call the Vil ­
lage Solicitor to write the New York Central Railroad Company about 
putting blinker lights at the Main Street and Columbus Street Railroad 
Crossings. At the June 18, 1951 Village Council Meeting, Mayor Heit-
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kamp again discussed lights at the Railroad Crossings. However, in 
March 1976, the Railroad was closed by Penn Central, and the subject 
of lights was no longer necessary. The 1940 Census of St. Henry Village 
was 556; the 1950 Census was 715. 

The decade of the sixties saw changes coming to St. Henry. In the 
homes, kitchen appliances included dishwashers, trash compactors, 
garbage disposals, charcoal grills and microwave ovens. The Village 
initiated the first Saint Patrick's Day Parade in March 1964. By 1970, 
despite the snow, the parade had 65 entries with an estimated crowd of 
4,000 to 5,000 people. The spring-like weather in 1971 brought out people 
by the thousands for the March Saint Patrick's Day Parade; net re­
ceipts were unofficially listed at over $2,500, earmarked for the St. 
Henry Park Fund. However, the crowds were becoming too large for 
the village and there were local complaints; the parade was discon­
tinued. On the first of November 1966, a sudden snowstorm stranded 
motorists. Several busloads of children spent the night in area homes of 
farmers who kindly took them in and cared for them. Roads were 
gradually cleared and people returned to their usual way of life. 
Another improvement with the Village during the sixties was the instal­
lation of the sewage treatment plant. The extended aeration treatment 
plant was placed in operation in 1966 and as of December 1966, seventy 
percent of the potential customers were connected to the system. When 
the project was completed, the total cost of the program was $445,000. 
The 1960 Census of the Village of St. Henry was 978; the 1970 Census 
was 1276. 

In 1971, a group of interested Jaycees started a Pool Fund. By 1974, 
a total of $13,800 was raised through a variety of projects. In 1975, a 
Pool Committee was formed to raise money to help the Jaycees in this 
project. The total cost of the swimming pool complex was approxi­
mately $124,000; the pool was completed in time for the summer of 1975. 
At that time, the Pool Complex was turned over to the St. Henry Village 
Council. The Village Council and the community organizations and the 
citizens have cooperated a~d added improvements at the park, with 
new shelter houses, kiddie-land, softball fields, tennis courts, basketball 
area, horseshoe courts and a parking lot. A Pool Manager and Summer 
Recreation Director are employed. 

Construction of the new water tower for St. Henry was completed in 
the autumn of 1971. The new water tower was 140 feet tall and held 
150,000 gallons of water. The rust removal plant was completed in 1973; 
at a cost of $70,000. That year, April 17, Mayor Lawrence Heitkamp re­
signed after 35 years of service. Robert Kanney was sworn in as Mayor. 
That autumn, September 24, 1973, Village Council listed to Ordinance 
#386, for the purpose of granting a franchise to Telemedia Company for 
a community television antenna in the village. 
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The first wom~n Council member, Judy Staehler, served from Jan­
uary 14, 1974, until March 24, 1975, when she and her family moved out­
side the Village. April 22, 1974, the Mercer County Commissioners con­
tacted the Village Council about the County Wide Ambulance Service 
and asked for support of $.85 per capita, about a total of $1,000. At the 
November 11 meeting, Don Hummel, representing the St. Henry Fire 
Department, requested Councilmen to attend a County Ambulance Ser­
vice meeting because St. Henry might be in line for a branch of this 
service. The ambulance service did come into service; their separate 
history is on another page of this book. By 1980, the service fee to St. 
Henry was $1.92 per capita for a total of $2,449. At the December 8, 1986 
meeting, the Council was notified by the Mercer County Commissioners 
that the 1987 fee would be $3,002.88, and due April 1, 1987. Since the past 
source of income (Federal Revenue Sharing) no longer existed, the cost 
would probably come from city income tax receipts. Throughout the 
year of 1974, as with other years, Council was faced with problems of 
water, e.g., in January, there was a problem of heavy amounts of sur­
face water draining into the Village sewer system and in July there was 
a sewer back-up problem. November 11, 1974, Council passed Ordi­
nance #396, permitting Eastview Estates to be annexed into the Vil­
lage. December 9, 1974, Council passed Ordinance #397, implementing 
Municipal Income Tax. 

August 25, 1975, Mayor Robert Kanney stated to the Village Council 
that he would be attending a Mercer County meeting for libraries, with 
other local residents, for a request of funds for a local library. Joyce 
Alig, Granville Township St. Henry Library Committee Chairperson, 
requested the support of the Mayor and the Village Council, for a new 
library. 

December 22, 1975, Council read a letter from Penn-Central Rail­
road, which would terminate the usage of the rail service from Van 
Wert to Ansonia, effective February 27, 1976. Thomas Zitter, with the 
encouragement of Al Homan, St. Henry Tile and Al Romer of 
Schockman Lumber, applied for and was granted permission to operate 
a shortline railway between St. Henry and Celina. This operation con­
tinued until 1980. Ohio wanted a high speed railway but the voters voted 
against it; Ohio wasn't interested in keeping short line railroads. "The 
St. Henry community was very supportive, the shippers, the bank, the 
people; but the railroad was discontinued in 1980," commented Tom 
Zitter. In November 1981, the Village Council discussed the purchase of 
the vacant railroad land. 

Blizzards of January 1977 and 1978 are remembered. People did not 
get home from work in January 1978 for a few days. Many families had 
stranded motorists staying with them. The K of C Hall on Main Street 
was used as a temporary shelter for stranded motorists during both 
storms. 
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The 1980 Census of the Village of St. Henry was 1596. The Council 
reviewed interest rates for money market certificates. The old rates 
were $70,000 at 9.775 percent and $30,000 at 14.792 percent. The new 
(1980) rates would be $75,000 and $35,000 for 10.5 percent. The 1980's 
Council Members were faced with responsibilities of closing ditches, 
property maintenance, new chain saw to clean ditches, resurfacing 
streets, use of the village grader, D.P.&L. rate increases, snow re­
moval, contract for county jail service, storm sewer water, Western 
Ohio Cablevision, Western Ohio Gas Company, Village trash hauling 
with Laidlaw Waste Products, new vehicles and street curbing. June 22, 
1981 a public meeting was held concerning the Village sewer system, a 
survey of the system and an E.P.A. grant. At the July 13, 1981 meeting 
Council passed the motion to apply for the sewer survey through the 
E.P.A. December 1981 Gerald Dippold resigned as Clerk-Treasurer and 
January 11, 1982 Arthur Brophy was administered the Oath of Office by 
Solicitor David Bruns. February 22, 1982, Board of Public Affairs mem­
ber of 27 years, Ed Westgerdes resigned. In 1982, Commemorative 
Signs honoring Wally Post were installed at the Main Street entrances 
to the Village. 

July 11, 1983, Council passed resolution #83-19 to levy a property 
tax of two mills for five years. 

January 23, 1984, Council discussed the possible acquisition of land 
east of the Village in the Nieport-Rammel tract for development into an 
industrial park and future residential use. At the June 25, 1984 meeting 
Council agreed to purchase land from Joseph and Gertrude Nieport and 
Florence Rammel for the Industrial Park Development, to be known as 
the Oak Hill Commercial Park. In 1985, Council discussed sale of prop­
erty in this park. September 22, 1986, Tom Lange Construction was 
hired for construction of East Washington Street from North Linn 
Street to Oak Hill Drive. 

May 29, 1984, Paul Howell was introduced to Council; Howell would 
be working with St. Henry Solicitor Dave Bruns. December 1984, David 
Bruns' annual contract as Village Solicitor was renewed for 1985. In De­
cember 1985, Council approved employment of Attorney Paul Howell as 
Village Solicitor for 1986. This employment was renewed at the De­
cember 8, 1986 meeting for 1987. 

The Village Council continued with responsibilities of street con­
struction, maintenance and repair, employment of pedestrian traffic 
control person at Main and.Walnut during school hours, insurance poli­
cies, chlorinating the water supply, the park and pool, water and sewer 
responsibilities. The Council members met with the Community Im­
provement Corporation for the purpose of retension and expansion of 
existing industries and attracting new industries to this area. 

In the summer of 1985, the entire Main Street took on a new look, 
with a new blacktop, plus new concrete curbs and sidewalks. Fred 
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Walls did the asphalt work. Work on the curbs and sidewalks was done 
by B & L Construction of St. Henry. According to Street Superintendent 
Mike Niekamp the cost of the project was near $300,000. 

The new parking lot was completed in 1986. In 1981, Mayor Kanney 
was contacted by Al Homan about the possibility of installing a new 
parking lot at the side of the old grade school on Main Street; Al stated 
that, at that time, the St. Henry Bank, Hogenkamp Funeral Home and 
St. Henry Church were interested in the project. At the February 24, 
1986 meeting, a drawing of the parking lot was presented to the Village 
Council. At the April 28, 1986 meeting a resolution was passed for a 
lease agreement between the Village of St. Henry and the St. Henry 
Board of Education for a new parking lot between the St. Henry Church 
and the Granville Township St. Henry Branch Library. Thus, with the 
combined financial help of Hogenkamp Funeral Home, St. Henry Bank, 
St. Henry Church and the Granville Township St. Henry Branch Li­
brary, the parking lot was completed in 1986. At the entrance to the 
parking lot, is a Memorial to Veterans of the Community. This parking 
lot will be used as a center of activities for the St. Henry Sesquicenten­
nial July 4-12, 1987. 

Main Street Parking lot with Veterans' Memorial. 
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Mayor and Village Council, left to right: Mayor Robert Kanney, Councilmen: 
Robert Rengers, Lavern Schultze, Ivo Link, James Niekamp, Lester Bruns and Al 
Luttmer. 

Board of Public Affairs, left to right: Jerry Droesch; John Moeller; Joe Romer, 
clerk-treasurer; Dan Westgerdes. 
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St. Henry Fire Department building 
with St. Henry Village Council Room on 
west side. Water tower. 

Paul Howell, Village Solicitor 
He is responsible for all resolutions and 
ordinances; also, legal advice. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Nieport and Mayor 
Robert Kanney; Nieports are signing 
over plat to Village of St. Henry. 

Art Brophy, Clerk of Village 
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Mike Niekamp, taking care of rust removal plant. 

Mike Niekamp, Don Hess, 
Dan Miller. Mike is Waste 
Water Treatment Plant 
operator; Don Hess is his 
assistant. Dan Miller is 
Street Superintendent. 

Dan Miller and Don Hess in front of Sewage Treatment Plant. 
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Water Treatment Building 

Garage 
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St. Henry Police Department 

Law enforcement officers were known as Marshalls and Deputy 
Marshalls years ago in St. Henry and all worked on a part-time basis. 
The first Marshall of St. Henry was Joseph Schoeneberger. He was ap­
pointed to preserve the peace of the community, when St. Henry be­
came incorporated in 1901. In January, 1942 the Village Council ap­
pointed William Uhlenhake as the first Chief of Police and William Ber­
nard was appointed Assistant Chief of Police for the purpose of forming 
a separate department. The following men have served as Marshalls 
and Police Chiefs for the Village of St. Henry: 

1901-1903 - Joseph Schoeneberger 
1903-1905 - John Vian 
1905-1907 - Ignatz Siegrist 
1907-1914 - John Gardner 
1914-1915 - J.W. Rish 
1915-1915 - Alex Romer 
1915-1915 - John Gardner 
1916-1916 - John Vian 
1916-1916 - Joe Uhlenhake 
1916-1919 - John Gardner 
1920-1922 - Ignatz Siegrist 
1922-1925 - James Rafferty 

1925-1926 - Anthony Kemper 
1926-1926 - Anthony Bohmmer 
1926-1928 - William Hart 
1928-1938 - William Uhlenhake 
1938-1940 - John Plieman 
1940-1942 - Clarence Rinderle 
1942-1948 - William Uhlenhake 
1948-1954 - William Bernard 
1955-1956 - Sylvester Delzeith 
1956-1967 - Anthony Nieport 
1967-1968 - David Studer 
1968-Present - Arthur Bernard 

Arthur Bernard has been the St. Henry Police Chief since 1968. In 
1976 he assumed full-time duties and now dedicates his time serving the 
community. In 1986 Art was able to purchase the "Walk" and "Don't 
Walk" signals at the intersection of Main & Walnut Streets. He spon­
sored several community benefits to obtain these safety signals and in 
the future hopes to purchase more safety equipment for the communi­
ty. 
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Looking East from church tower. 

Westend of Main Street. 
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East Main - looking East. 

East Main - looking West. 
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Lewis Gast and Sons, Early 1950's. 
Left to right: John Gast, Robert Gast, 
Lewis Gast, William Gast and Jim 
Gast. 

The Beckman and Gast Company 
282 Kremer-Hoying Road 

A canning factory has been in operation at the site of The Beckman 
and Gast Company since 1907. Originally the name had been The 
Pioneer Canning & Manufacturing Company. It changed hands several 
times and was finally purchased by Lewis H. Gast and Luke F. 
Beckman in 1928 and was incorporated as The Beckman and Gast Com­
pany in 1930. In 1950 The Beckman and Gast Company was sold to 
Lewis H. Gast and Sons while the Minster Canning Company which had 
been held by Beckman and Gast went to Luke Beckman. 

A variety of items have been canned here including red beets, car­
rots, pumpkin, dry beans, bean sprouts, turtle soup and Friday chili -
a chili made with turtle meat. Currently the plant packs whole to­
matoes, stewed tomatoes, tomato juice and green beans, both cut and 
french-style. These vegetables are grown on company operated farms 
and by local growers. 

Our first truck - 1946. 
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1986 employees with Plxall Bean Harvester. 
From Left to right: Tony Sturgis, Jane Gast, Trish Albers, Tom 
May, Bill Gast, Chuck Jacobs, Tom Stammen, Ken Moeller, 
Bob Rose, Jack Bergman, Ken Van Tllburg, Joan Delzeith, 
Gary Broering. Top: Bo Gast, Nick Gast. 

Past presidents of the company include Luke Beckman, Lewis 
Gast, James Gast and William Gast. William Gast was the latest recip­
ient of the H.D. Brown award for outstanding achievement in the food 
industry in Ohio and has served as President of the Ohio Food Proces­
sors Association as have James Gast and Luke Beckman. Robert Gast 
who served as the companies sales manager from the 1950's to 1981 was 
also instrumental in building the company to its current position. Pre­
sent officers include Charles J. Bergman, president; William J. Gast, 
vice-president of agriculture; Nick Gast, vice-president of production, 
Osgood branch; Gerald Broering, vice-president of production, St. 
Henry; and Patricia L. Albers, secretary-treasurer. Most sales are ar­
ranged through brokers who make the direct contact with buyers for 
the large grocery store chains such as Kroger's, Marsh's or Cardinal 
Stores. Merchandise is labeled to customer specifications and shipped 
year round to points through out the mid-west, east coast and many 
southern states. The plant has continually expanded to its current size 
of approximately 56M feet. Full time employment is at about 15 with 
seasonal expansion bringing .it up to nearly 150. Starting in 1985, all to­
matoes were harvested with machines - Button-Johnson's. Beans are 
picked by a huge 4 row Pixall bean harvester. All of the plant engineer­
ing is done by company staff and much of the equipment used is also 
custom made. The plant is clean and employs all of the most modern 
methods for packing a product which· enjoys an excellent reputation 
with its customers. 
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Mercer Beverage Company 
221 North Walnut 

Mercer Beverage Company was founded as the Fullenkamp Dis­
tributing Co. in 1930 by John Fullenkamp who acted as owner and Gen­
eral Manager. The company sold ice and soft drinks prior to the end of 
prohibition. John's four sons, Ray, Louis, Marinus "Tiny" and Alfred 
"Red", plus three other men worked at the business. 

In 1930, 1931 and 1932 ice was retrieved from the old brewery pond 
just east of the Beckman and Gast Company. There was a long pulley 
and cable attached to the building; as John Heinrichs had his mules 
pull away from the building the ice was pulled off the pond onto a 
ramp. It was cut into large chunks and stored in the ice house and 
covered with sawdust and straw. As much as 250 tons a year were re­
moved from the pond. The ice harvest generally employed 500 men and 
when the ice house was full the workers held a celebration. 

The ice was peddled from door to door all summer. As the ice was 
delivered to area homes the delivery man would wash it under a pump 
and then put it in the ice box. Most ice boxes in the homes held 50 
pounds and delivery was made twice a week. 

In 1932 John Fullenkamp started buying artificially made ice from 
Minster, Ohio. The old pond was then used for fishing and swimming. 
As time progressed the pond became low on water and was abandoned. 
In the 1960's the pond was filled in by the Beckman and Gast Company 
who had purchased the land it was on some time before. 

1933 saw John Fullenkamp move his business to its present location 
on Walnut Street. The site had previously been the home of Conover 
Creamery in the early 1900's. 1933 also saw Fullen~amp start selling 
beer. The company originally sold Wooden Shoe Beer from the Minster, 
Ohio brewery in Mercer and Auglaize counties. As business increased it 
became necessary to have more warehouse space so the present 50' x 
100' cement block building was constructed in 1936. In later years 
another 50' x 100' metal building was added. 
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In 1938 the company had acquired distribution rights for Wagner 
Triple X, Pfeiffer, Wiedemann, Hudepohl, Budweiser and Carling 
Beers. Distribution was being done in Van Wert, Mercer, Darke and 
Auglaize counties. At this time beer was sold for $1.25 per case and a 
good account might sell two cases a week. The draft beer as well as the 
bottled beer was in wooden cases and barrels and all were unloaded 
and loaded by hand. Often the wooden barrels would shrink and leak. 
One out of three was a leaker. 

In 1946, John made it possible for his four sons, Ray, Louis, Tiny 
and Red to take over the business. The business was later incorporated 
as "Fullenkamp Distributing Co." As the years progressed Strohs Beer 
was acquired and became the principle brand. An event looked forward 
to each year was the St. Henry's St. Patrick Day Parade featuring 
green beer. 

John Fullenkamp passed away in 1969 and the brothers ran the 
business until 1971 when it was sold to Tina Litchin and Florence 
Rouseff of Fort Wayne, Indiana. 

November 1, 1971, Ralph Selby was appointed President and Gen­
eral Manager. At that time the brands handled were Strohs, Goebel, 
Wiedemann and Old German. In 1973 distribution rights for Blatz, 
Drewrys and Genesse were purchased from Wiatt Weaver, owner of 
Van Wert Distributing Co. The Van Wert business was closed and all 
operations were moved to St. Henry. 

Later in 1973, Ace Wholesale Beverage Company in Sidney, Ohio 
was purchased from Harold and Richard Frierott. This gave the com­
pany Miller, Lite, Lowenbrau, Colt 45, Old Dutch and Meister Brau 
brands as well as distribution rights in Logan, Champaign and Shelby 
counties. 

The acquisition of more brands and territory made it necessary to 
expand the warehouse five times to its now 30,000 square feet capacity. 
The present name was taken in 1973 after the purchase of the two other 
distributorships. Mercer Beverage Company in 1980 sold one million 
cases of beer and employed thirty-five people and had thirteen routes 
daily. Two employees Paul Niekamp and Cletus Beyke have been with 
Mercer Beverage Company since October 1, 1946. 
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Rutschilling, Inc. 
331 Western 

The Bimel Wheel and Spoke Factory, later known as the Bimel 
Handle Factory, began operations in 1899. The Bimel Company pur­
chased the Moeder Brothers Sawmill in 1903. The Moeder Brothers 
were operating their sawmill as early as 1884. J.H. Hartings was the 
Manager of the Bimel Co. in 1907, and in 1910 Hartings purchased the 
sawmill. Hartings had the mill until his sons, Aloys and Urban, took 
over the mill operations in 1925. 

Rutschilling Sawmill was founded in 1952 when Lawrence Rutschil­
ling bought the sawmill from Aloys and Urban Hartings. In 1961, Leroy 
and his brother Wilbert took over the sawmill when their father retired. 
They then purchased the old Fox and Hess Mill building which had been 
standing empty for a number of years. The summer of 1962, they 
erected the present block and brick office building on the site. This con­
tained the new lawnmower and chainsaw sales and service business 
they also operated. This part of the business was sold in 1981. 

In 1961, they purchased the Builders Supply business from Linus 
Lammers, which they operated until 1969, when this part of the busi­
ness was sold to the St. Henry Tile Co. 

In 1966, the sawmill was completely destroyed by fire and was re­
built and enlarged. The logs are bought from landowners in a radius of 
50 miles from the mill. The mill produces grade lumber, pallet mate­
rial, structural timber, dimensional lumber and lumber for general use 
by area farmers and land owners. The sawdust is used by the area far­
mers for bedding. In 1974, a chipper was installed and all slabs and 
waste are chipped-and trucked to a roofing company where asphalt 
shingles are made. A larger chipper was installed in 1979 and more of 
the mill was automated. 
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In 1973 they purchased the Lammers Cement Specialty property 
east of the railroad. This is used for storage of logs and lumber. In 1975, 
Leroy purchased his brother's share of the business and in 1978 formed 
Rutschilling Inc. That same year, another large addition was added to 
the mill and additional new automated equipment was installed. 

In 1981 the abandoned Penn Central railroad property east of the 
sawmill was purchased, giving them better loading and unloading facil­
ities. The railroad tracks had been removed several years earlier. 

In 1985, Kiln Dried lumber for hobbiest and furniture makers was 
added to the business. Also, a new by-product "Roywood" for natural 
campfires was introduced in 1986. 

Rutschilling Sawmill started with 5 employees who did the logging 
as well as worked in the sawmill. In 1974, Ken Jacobs took over the 
loghauling end of the business and since then has hauled the logs on a 
subcontract basis to the mill after they are bought by a representative 
of the sawmill. The chips are also hauled on a subcontract basis with 
Romie Buening. 

Today, Rutschilling Inc. employs 18 people which includes the saw­
mill and office personnel. Deliveries are made by a company truck in a 
35 mile radius. Contract orders for shipping to all parts of the United 
States and Canada are picked up FOB at the sawmill. 
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The Saint Henry Bank 
231 East Main 

The St. Henry Bank was organized as a private bank in 1904 by J .H. 
Romer, Henry Romer, William H. Romer, John G. Romer and Edward 
F. Romer. In 1906, a two story building was erected and occupied until 
1924. At that time, a new building \Yas constructed and this building still 
serves its customers today. 

The bank has always been noted to be a modern financial institu­
tion in southern Mercer County. In 1968, it became the first bank in the 
county to have computerized checking accounts. In 1975, a branch of­
fice was opened in Maria Stein, Ohio to serve its customers in that com­
munity. 

-42-



Currently, the bank has total assets of 59 million dollars. Many 
changes over the years have affected how banking transactions are 
handled. Pen and pencils have been replaced by much high technology 
equipment. The bank has just completed installation of its own in-house 
NCR computer. All data processing is now done internally. Loans are 
no longer prepared manually, but typed on an IBM mini-computer. 

In the last few years, a 3-lane drive-in was built to serve drive-up 
customers. These people are waited on while sitting in their auto­
mobiles parked 50 feet away from the bank. Their transactions are deli­
vered to them through under-ground pneumatic tubes. 

Also, an automatic teller machine (ATM) has been installed to 
allow a customer access to his accounts 24-hours a day. This is done 
through the use of a plastic card which has a customer's accounts en­
coded on it. 

The directors of the bank are Don Evers, Albert Romer, Betty 
Romer, John Romer and Frank Woeste. Officers are John Romer-Pres­
ident, Donald Evers-Cashier, Frank Woeste-Loan Officer and Carl 
Hess-Maria Stein Manager. 

Other employees include Kathy Fullenkamp, Mary Gagel, Diane 
Gremaux, Bonnie Heckman, Donna Hess, Esther Homan, Nancee 
Homan, Marlene Klose, Ginny Kremer, Thomas Kunk, Teresa Poling, 
Joyce Rindler, Diane Siegrist, Elaine Uhlenhake, Anita Wendel. 
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St. Henry Tile Company, Inc. 
281 West Washington 

The history of St. Henry Tile Co. goes back to the early 1900's when 
Mr. Herman Knapke bought the St. Henry Tile Co. from Mr. Ben 
Macke. The tile yard at that time was located on Washington Street just 
south of the canning factory Mr. Macke owned. In 1946 Linus Lammers 
bought the operation and ran it until 1960 when Al Homan, Robert 
Boeckman and Ray Kremer purchased it. In 1968 they purchased addi­
tional land and buildings south of the plant across Washington Street 
where the main office is now located. 

Through the years the St. Henry Tile Co. has grown in production 
and size. In the early years concrete field tile, cement, gravel and coal 
were sold. In 1966 the operation was expanded to include ready mixed 
concrete and in the next 10 years building supplies, manufactured pre­
cast items and brick became part of the retail operation. 

The St. Henry Tile Co., Inc. now includes the main plant in St. 
Henry, Ohio, a ready mix plant and building material operation in 
Berne, Indiana, a sand and gravel operation in Geneva, Indiana and a 
building material retail store in Celina, Ohio. These plants employ a 
total of 40 employees, with Al Homan, president; Louis J. Stahl, Gene 
Subler and Robert Homan as officers of the Corporation today. 
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Laying new siding for Linus' factory - 1946. 
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St. Henry Lumber & Supply 
131 East Main 

After 17 years of operation, Ray and Mildred Wuebker closed St. 
Henry Laundry in May, 1980. At this time Tom and Vicki Wuebker re­
vamped the building and installed an office and a showroom. This new 
business was named St. Henry Lumber & Supply. The building stands 
on Lot 58, a site originally occupied by the large building which housed 
Albert Gulde's clothing store, Ben Forstoefel's General Store and 
Uhlenhake's meat market. Ray Wuebker had the old building torn down 
in order to build the laundromat. While the laundry building was being 
redone there was a warehouse being built to store the lumber and build­
ing supplies. The warehouse was built behind Wuebker Pennzoil. A 
grand opening for St. Henry Lumber & Supply was held in July, 1980. 
St. Henry Lumber & Supply was open for business. 

Throughout the succeeding years more and varied inventory was 
added. In May, 1983 a seamless gutter business was begun and installa­
tion of seamless guttering and downspouts was added to our line of in­
ventory. The following May, Yorkshire Seamless Spouting was pur­
chased which added another gutter machine and truck to the business. 

St. Henry Lumber & Supply bought into a buying group, American 
Hardware Supply Co., Inc. in 1984. A membership in their Servistar 
program was obtained at the same· time. With this membership 
periodic sales to the public were offered on all types of merchandise. 
St. Henry Lumber & Supply now carries a full line of lumber, building 
materials, windows, doors, hardware items and electrical supplies. 

Tom's brother, Fred, joined the operation April 1, 1985. A partner­
ship was formed which continues today. 
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Wuebker's Self-Service Pennzoil Station and Car Wash 
121 East Main 

In 1962, Ray and Mildred Wuebker purchased from the estate of 
J.L. Uhlenhake (a former J.L. Uhlenhake meat and grocery building) 
and decided to build a self-service laundry known as the St. Henry 
Laundry. The laundry was opened in August of 1963 and the present 
building was erected by R.E. Bruns Construction of Cranberry Prairie. 

In 1965, Ray and Mildred bought the apartment building (now the 
sit.e of their present home) from Jesse Schlegel to enlarge his parking 
area and built the present self-serve car wash (opened in 1965) which 
they still own and operate. The apartment building for many years was 
the home of the St. Henry Post Office. 

In 1977, they decided to build their present home and service station 
so they proceeded in tearing down the apartment building. Tom 
Wuebker Construction (our s~n) built the home and self-serve station 
and it was opened in November, 1977. Presently we are living in the 
home and operate the station. We are an independently operated 
Pennzoil dealer and have a computerized Datacon read-out system in 
the office for our convenience. Our motto is ·"To Sell Gas For Less and 
We Try." 

In May, 1981 we closed the laundry and sold the building to our son, 
Tom and he opened up a lumber and building supply operation now 
known as St. Henry Lumber & Supply. It is now owned by our son Tom, 
his wife, Vicki, and our son, Fred. 

Ray and his wife, Mildred, raised five children and he was an as­
sembly foreman at New Idea when he retired April 1, 1985 after 38 · 
years of service. Also Ray was a real estate broker for 30 years prior to 
retiring December 31, 1985. 

The photograph shows Gulde's store, with Tom Wuebker, Mary Ann 
Wuebker Hemmelgarn, Mildred Wuebker and Elaine Wuebker Seger. 
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Gels I.G.A. Market 
685 East Main 

Jerry Gels and Ben Romer built the LG.A. Supermarket in 1950. In 
1950, R & G market was a Clover Farm Store, then in 1952, it was ser­
viced by the White-Villa people and finally in 1957 the LG.A. name was 
attached with their operation. Jerry Gels and Ben Romer remained 
partners between 1950 and 1958; Romer left in 1958 to go into the 
hardware business at 241 East Main. Gels continued in this supermar­
ket business. In 1972, Charlie Gels, Jerry's son, took over the family op­
eration of the store. Outside remodeling has changed the looks, but 
courteous service still continues. Fresh meats, produce, in-store deli­
made pizza and sandwiches, state liquor agency in an expanded carry­
out department are key and new features of the store. The year 1985 
brought a reconditioned Main Street and in turn, added sidewalks to the 
east part of town. 

Clover Farm Stores 
1950 
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Gels IGA Market 
1971 

Buehler's Meat Processing 
131 South Sycamore 

Buehler's Meat Processing, formerly called Gels Locker, was pur­
chased from the Gels Brothers in 1980, by Jeff and Jill Buehler. They 
now do custom slaughtering, custom processing, have locker rentals, 
commercial cold storage, retail beef sides and quarters and retail cuts 
of frozen beef and pork. 

They also sell a large volume of wholesale and retail ice. Buehler's 
Meat Processing also have carry-out beer and pop, cold cuts and 
canned beef. 
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Lefeld Pro Hardware 
202 West Main 

Mr . and Mrs. Bernard Lefeld have owned this business since 1959. 
The history of this building goes back to 1882, when William Lemm 

sold dry goods, groceries, boots, shoes and notions until 1892. J .J. 
Romer took over the business in 1893 and later accepted Mr . Feldhake 
as a partner. Eleven months later, after Mr . Feldhake's death, his 
widow sold her interest to Joseph Bruns. Five years later, they sepa­
rated amicably and Mr. Romer remained in the Lefeld building until 
December 1, 1903, when he purchased the stock of John Henry Romer 
across from the church. About 1904, Anton Schuerman moved into the 
Lefeld building, after having bought the hardware business from Tum­
busch and Gardner who had their hardware and implement business at 
the site of the Mobil Bulk Plant. Mr . Anton Schuerman died in 1916. 
Mrs. Anton Scheurman ran the store under the name of Mrs. A. Schuer­
man. Mr . Al Feldhake ran the store for his mother under the name of 
Schuerman Hardware. In 1949, Al Feldhake bought the store from his 
mother. A decade later, he sold the store to Ben and Agnes Lefeld, who 
have operated this business since then. 
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Albers TV 
202 West Main 

Frank Albers began Albers TV in February 1982. He opened busi­
ness in Lefeld Pro Hardware Building. Albers TV deals in Quasar Tele­
vision Sales and Service. Albers also provides service for other brands 
of television. He added Channel Master Satellite Receiving Systems in 
1984; Quasar Video Recorders were added to the line in 1984. 

Video Movie Rental began in February 1986, with an initial inven­
tory of 450 movies. 

Gene Buschur Real Estate 
431 East Main 

Gene Buschur began as a salesman in 1962. In 1964, he became a 
broker and started his own business. His son Jeff has been an associate 
since 1983. They sell farms, homes and businesses. Their office is lo­
cated at 431 East Main Street, St. Henry, Ohio. 
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B & L Construction 

B & L Construction, a St. Henry based general contracting and ex­
cavation partnership, originally began as a part-time venture initiated 
by Robert and Linus Lefeld. 

While working at St. Henry Tile Co., they used their off work hours 
to complete small scale concrete projects. By the spring of 1969, the 
positive outlook prompted them to leave their jobs at St. Henry Tile Co. 
and form the partnership of B & L Construction. 

In 1973 Tom Lefeld, Robert and Linus's brother, joined the partner­
ship. In 1981 they built a shop at 322 West Columbus Street. 

With a full-time work force of 7 people and an average seasonal em­
ployment of 12-15, B & L Construction strives to contribute to and serve 
the St. Henry Communty and surrounding area. 

New sidewalks for Main Street, 1986. 
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Bruns Distributing Co., Inc. 
550 East Kremer-Hoying Road 

Gerald Bruns began distributing Pepsi Products from his garage at 
his home on Kremer-Hoying Road in September 1965. His wife, Ethel, is 
employed as secretary-bookkeeper of the corporation and his son Dan 
as a full time route salesman. Bruns purchases products through RKO 
Pepsi bottlers of Lima, Ohio and in turn distributes these throughout 
the area. As the business grew, Bruns purchased the Howard Osterholt 
building on South Sycamore Street in August of 1968. 

In September of 1984, yet another move was needed for more space. 
Bruns is now located in his new building at Industrial Park Oak Hill Ad­
dition, which includes the area from Kremer-Hoying Road to 
Washington Street. Bruns now has three trucks in operation and in ad­
dition to his family employs two part-time personnel. 

The Bruns' now operate on a computer basis. 
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Emiliano Feliciano, M.D. 
161 South Walnut 

Doctor Emiliano Feliciano began general practice in St. Henry, 
Ohio, October 1, 1970. He has continued in family practice and obstet­
rics in St. Henry to the present time. Since Dr. Feliciano came to St. 
Henry, he states that the number of physicians in Mercer County has 
increased ten fold and the area has many specialists. The Community 
Hospital in Coldwater has modern equipment comparable to the hospi­
tals in much bigger cities. Dr. Feliciano has seen a lot of improvements 
in the field of Medicine these past years. Dr. Feliciano succeeded Dr. 
Robert Slusher in 1970, who had served St. Henry for 34 years. Earlier 
St. Henry doctors were Dr. Schirack, Dr. J .J. Mory, Dr. Ryan, Dr. 
Adam Edelman and Dr. William Jones. 

In 1983, Dr. Feliciano opened an office in Celina, Wednesday and 
Friday afternoons 1:00-5:00; Saturday 10:00-1:00; and Monday, Tues­
day and Thursday 5:00-7:00. 

He still maintains his office in St. Henry, Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday 10:00-12:00 and 1:00-5:00 and Friday morning 10:00-12:00. Dr. 
Feliciano exclusively admits his patients to Joint Township Community 
Hospital, Coldwater. 
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Gerlach Machine & Tool, Inc. 
2629 State Route 118 

The company first started in April of 1969 and was known as Ger­
lach Welding. It was started by Charles Gerlach on a part-time basis 
and operated from a garage behind the house. In October of 1973 the 
business was operated on a full-time basis. The name was changed.to 
Gerlach Machine & Tool and still operated out of the garage. The com­
pany employed three full-time employees and one part-time employee. 
The company was doing tool work and designing and building special 
machinery for industry. 

In 1976 business increased and more space was needed. In July a 
new steel building was constructed consisting of 3,500 square feet. The 
building was constructed on two acres of land purchased from a neigh­
bor, Andrew Hemmelgarn. In November of 1979 a corporation was 
formed. Charles as President and Treasurer and Annrita, his wife, as 
Vice-President and Secretary. In October of 1980 the company took on a 
line of production machining. Gerlach Machine & Tool, Inc. now em­
ploys seven full-time employees and one part-time employee. The cor­
poration does production machining for industry located in Van Wert, 
Columbus, Enon, Logan and Springfield, Ohio. Our peak season for pro­
duction machining runs from March through October and 10,000 pieces 
are machined and shipped per day. Gerlach Machine & Tool, Inc. also 
has specially designed and built machinery located in California, Ten­
nessee, Ohio, Oklahoma and the country of Norway. 
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Hogenkamp Funeral Home 
221 East Main 

Originally, the embalming and the viewing of the deceased was 
conducted at the home of the deceased. As time progressed the trend 
developed, due to better facilities and equipment and the convenience 
factor, among other advantages, the viewing and funeral services were 
conducted from the "Funeral Home." 

The early history of the funeral home in St. Henry dates back to 
Fred Goettemoeller, who operated his business from the building that 
exists at 341 East Main Street. Mr. Goettemoeller sold the business to 
Henry Schmidt and after he operated it for a short while he solrl the 
business to Harry and Harold Romer. The Romers moved the funeral 
business above the current St. Henry Hardware and Furniture store. In 
1921, Stanley Romer became a partner in the business with Harry 
Romer. In the ensuing years Stanley Romer became sole owner and 
operator and moved the funeral business to its current location at 221 
East Main Street. 

N.J. Hogenkamp Sons Inc., purchased the funeral home on July 11, 
1960 from Stanley Romer. Since 1960 the resident managers have been: 
N.P. Hogenkamp, 1960-1963; B. Jay Hogenkamp, 1963-1965; and Ed Gar­
mann, 1965-1966. The current manager, Larry Heitkamp, began his em­
ployment at Hogenkamp's in 1966. 
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Jacobs & Sons Logging 
132 North Sycamore 

Kenneth and Marjorie Jacobs began Jacobs & Sons Logging Au­
gust, 1972. Before Ken started his own business, he was employed at 
Rutschilling Sawmill since December 5, 1957. 

· Jacobs & Sons Logging cuts, skids and hauls logs to various saw­
mills. The area covered for logging has expanded from Mercer County 
to a 100 mile radius. 

In 1986, in addition to Ken, they employ their three sons (Tim, 
Mark and Jerry) and Ron Rutschilling. 

The equipment used to process the logs are two John Deere grapple 
skidders, a W14 Case loader and a 120 Prentice Knuckleboom loader. 
The logs are hauled in on two Semi Tractor Trailers. 
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