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Dear Friends:

I offer you my sincere congratulations on
the Sesquicentennial of St. Rose Parish.

One Hundred Fifty Years is a long time,
and you have weathered those years well.

Obviously, none of us knows what the
future holds, but as we look back at a
century and a half, we realize that we
have learned from the past to face both
present and future with faith and grati-
tude.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours in Christ,

+@.J£DM

Most Rev. Daniel E. Pilarczyk
Archbishop of Cincinnati






PROVINCIAL HOUSE
431 EAST SECOND STREET
DAYTON, OMIO 45402
513: 228-9283

SOCIETY OF THE PRECIOUS BLOOD

CINCINMNATI PROVINCE

March 22, 1989

Saint Rose Church
7428 State Route 119
Maria Stein, Ohio 45860

Dear Pastor and Parishioners:

The Sesquicentennial of your Christian Community, Saint Rose Parish, surely
is cause for a special celebration. There are, of course, various facets
that combine to form the basis for a festive commemoration of one hundred
and fifty years of Christian faith and action.

One of the facets consists of a rtespectful recollection of the pioneer
past, rooted in the enduring and sacrificial faith of the founding fathers
and their families.

From these memoirs may well arise a deepening awareness and appreciation of
the rich inheritance and the blessings that the Saint Rose community
presently shares.

And from both the past and the present comes an abiding confidence in God's
providential guidance of His faithful people through the changes and the
challenges of the years yet to come.

The Society of the Precious Blood has shared some fourteen decades of
historic years with the people of Saint Rose Parish. Be assured, then, that
the Precious Blood priests and brothers join me in offering cordial
congratulations and prayerful best wishes as you celebrate a joyous
Sesquicentennial.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Mé?'}"?/‘z&%,am.

e V. Rev. John E. Kalicky, C.PP.S.
Provincial Director
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HISTORY OF ST. ROSE PARISH

Founding of the Parish

The year 1839 marks the foundation of four parishes in the Mercer-
Auglaize County area, namely, St. Rose, St. Henry, Victoria (St.
Joseph) and Wapakoneta. All the available data point to the fact that
St. Rose is the oldest of the four.

In tradition, both oral and written, the story is told which deals with
the origin of the name. Once, when the Most Rev. John Purcell, Bishop
of Cincinnati, was passing through the eastern part of Mercer County
on one of his visitation tours, he was enraptured by the dazzling beauty
of the woodland scene. Wild roses grew everywhere. He saw it as a gar-
den designed and planted by the Creator. In admiration, the Bishop
called the spot Rose Garden, and the little village which later sprang up
in this section was given its name.

St. Augustine’s parish of Minster had as its two oldest daughters St.
John’s parish of Maria Stein (1837) and St. Michael's parish of Ft.
Loramie (1838). In 1839, it became the mother-parish of St. Rose. It was
during the late 1830’s that a number of families living in and around the
little village met, and St. Rose parish was organized and preparations
made for the erection of a home of worship. Prior to the year 1844, re-
ligious services were held in a farm house, the home of Mr. Joseph
Kleinhenz.

Scarcity of priests in the diocese of Cincinnati made regular ser-
vices impossible. In 1839, the same year that St. Rose was founded,
Bishop Purcell visited Europe in order to obtain additional priests to
help care for the scattered Catholics of his diocese, which included all
of the State of Ohio. Father Louis Navarron, from the diocese of Cler-
mont, France, was one of the party of seven priests who landed in New
York on August 22, 1839. Bishop Purcell sent him to attend to the
spiritual needs of the French Catholics in Versailles. Until 1845, this
zealous French missionary also made frequent trips to St. Rose.

In 1843, Bishop Purcell went again to Europe to recruit help, and he
obtained the Society of the Precious Blood to tend to the German speak-
ing members of his diocese. Father Francis Brunner, C.PP.S., and
seven other C.PP.S. priests and seven students arrived at Cincinnati on
January 1, 1844 and were sent to the northern part of Ohio (near Nor-
walk). In 1845, they were assigned to the Mercer County area, which in-
cluded the parish of St. Augustine in Minster, which had been founded
in 1834.

In the parish archives there is a copy of a lease (never recorded in
the Recorder’s Office in Celina) dated April 11, 1839, made between Ar-
nold Pieper and Joseph Kleinhenz and the trustees for the German
Roman Catholic Church, viz., Henry Lochtefeld, Henry Raudirkes,
Henry Nichting and Herman Henry Goettemoeller. This lease is for the
property thus described: “Beginning at the South West corner of the
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East half of the South East quarter of Section 21, Township 7, Range 3
East — from thence East on the Section line to a stake on said line 35
feet east of the east extreme of the church now erected thereon from
thence due north, ete.”

Thus the first place of worship was on the north side of the present
S.R. 119, and this was already built in 1839. A recorded deed, dated
April 9, 1842, records the sale of one half of an acre of land by Joseph
Kleinhenz to Bishop Purcell in Section 21. A deed, dated March 5, 1845,
records the sale of an additional three acres; and a deed, dated June 17,
1854, records the purchase of another four acres.

On April 9, 1842, Bishop Purcell also purchased ten acres from John
Schlarman for $14.00 — out of the northwest corner of the east half of
the northeast quarter of section 28 (south S.R. 119).

In June of 1854, the land purchased by Bishop Purcell was surveyed
and divided into sixteen lots. There were eight lots to the north and
eight to the south of St. Rosa Street (present S.R. 119). Each lot was to
be 51'9” wide and 6.43 chains (424’3”) deep. St. Rosa Street was to be
60’ wide. The western edge of this village of Rose Garden was to be
20.10 chains (1,326’6”) from the eastern line of sections 21 and 28.
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Under the capable direction of Father Navarron the first log church
was erected at Rose Garden in 1844. Unimposing as was the architec-
ture of that first log church, it nevertheless stood out above the other
log cabins that surrounded it, for it possessed a steeple, and in the
steeple a bell purchased for the sum of $36.00. On November 24, 1844,
Father Navarron dedicated the little log church and blessed the ceme-
tery — an occasion of great rejoicing for the seventy-eight families that
constituted the parish.



The first baptism in this church was of Joseph Benard Schwieter-
man on December 22, 1844 by Father Navarron. The first recorded
marriage was solemnized by Father Friederich Broenner on January
25, 1848, between John H. Moeller and Elizabeth Ungruhn. The first re-
corded death to occur was on April 29, 1845 when B. Michael Surmann,
aged 40, passed away.

The year that the death-dealing cholera swept through Ohio like a
blight (1848), the Fathers C.PP.S. were in constant demand every-
where. None worked more valiantly than they to stem the onrush of this
dread disease and to confer the last rites of Holy Mother Church on the
dying. In this priestly work of mercy, they were aided at St. Rose by
Father Friederich Broenner, formerly a missionary of the Carmelite
order. Father Broenner was pastor of St. Rose and at the same time of
St. Henry; he died on December 29, 1849 and is buried in St. Rose
Cemetery.

It is worthy of mention that in order to meet the needs of the
people, St. Rose became the mother parish in 1847 of the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin in Cassella (then called Marysville) and in 1851 of St.
Sebastian. (Precious Blood in Chickasaw was founded in 1895, also for-
merly part of St. Rose.)

#i

-

Building of the Second Church
As the years went quickly by and in passing showed a yearly in-
crease in the congregation, the log church became too small. The con-
gregation soon realized that the house of prayer and worship had
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served its purpose, and that soon more commodious quarters would
have to be erected. In 1851, preparations were made for the building of
a new church.

On August 10, 1851, the first assembly met to decide the building of
a new church. On August 17 there was another assembly to select the
building committee and determine the building site. Named to the com-
mittee were Johan Heinrich Raudirkes, Theodor Woeste, Georg Leu-
gers, Heinrich Hagedorn, Joseph Koenig, Joseph Kleinhenz, Gerhard
Stever as overseer and Johan Hagerdorn as treasurer.

The committee advertized twice in the German paper Wahr-
heitsfreund for bids on the bricks needed. The bid was accepted on Feb-
ruary 19, 1852 at $2.39 per thousand. These bricks were to be made at
the site where the church was to stand, and according to the agreement
Friederich Klinghammer was given the contract, and he promised to
have them finished in the year 1852.

Meanwhile the necessary firewood was to be delivered by the
parishioners, as well as the heavy wood for the roof. The contractor had
to see to the necessary water himself, but if it had to be dug deeper
than ten feet, then the parishioners were to help. After the contractor
had completed the entire work — if the bricks were good — he was to
be paid in full.

The parish decided that the church should be 76 feet long and 42
feet wide, and that there be two doors at the front end and with two
aisles in the interior leading to the altar.

The stones which were to be used for the foundation as well as the
door and window stones, had to be brought via the canal from Piqua
and had to be hauled from Minster. Likewise the necessary boards had
to be brought from Minster. The necessary sand, fortunately, was
available in a creek at Bernard Grevenkamp’s place, and was hauled
from there.

It was decided at the meeting on St. Lawrence day (August 10,
1852) that a small change be made in the plans of the church. This
change was handed over to the pastor, to the teacher Gerhard Heinrich
Panning, to Gerhard Stever and to Joseph Kleinhenz:

1. That the windows be made so that the panes be 8 by 10 inches,
and that the format be like that of St. John’s;

2. That only one large door be made at the towered end, and one
side door; that there be one large aisle five feet wide, and two side
aisles three feet wide;

3. That the sacristy door at the upper end be in the center so that it
would lead to both rooms;

4. That there be two windows next to the door at the towered (west)
end, and the inscription stone be above the large door;

5. That the foundation wall be put out on bids and be ready before
the winter.



Note: The inscription stone that was on this church is now to be found
next to the sidewalk — at ground level — on the northwest side of the
present church.

On August 15, 1852, the cornerstone was laid and blessed by Father
Andrew Kunkler. On August 29, 1852, it was decided that bids for the
mason (wall) work, the rough wood work and the carpentry work for
the new church be let on September 29, 1852. On October 4, 1852, the
bids were opened. A. Van der Broeke got the mason work at $415.00,
Anton De Curtins got the carpentry work at $228.00 and he also got the
lumber work at $765.75.

On January 18, 1854, the structure was dedicated with great solem-
nity. The church was built at a cost of $6,000.00 and was built free of
debt.

In 1862, the first organ was installed for $690.00. At the same time
statues of St. Rose, St. John, St. Lawrence and the Good Shepherd, all
imported from Europe, were purchased for $315.00. In 1853, the bells
had been purchased for $544.00. They were blessed by Father Kunkler.
In 1873, the church was reroofed for $540.00. In 1885, the tower and the
church were painted for $1,026.50. At the same time new windows for
the church were purchased — each one costing $28.00. The large
crucifix and statues of the Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph, St. Francis and
St. Anthony were received.

Golden Jubilee of the First Church

On November 24, 1894, the parish celebrated the fiftieth anniver-
sary of the first church. Of the early pioneers only two old men were
present for the festive occasion, which was a gala day for the pastor,
Father Aloys Malin, and members of the parish. These two men were
Bernard Holdheide, 79 years, and Henry Boeckman of Cassella, 84
years. Mrs. Elizabeth Goettemoeller, 94 years, could not be present be-
cause of paralysis. In order to render the day ever memorable, the
Very Reverend Provincial, Father Henry Drees, delivered the sermon
in the Low German dialect.

Building of the Rectory

It is interesting to note that during the years 1846-1848 and 1850-1881
the pastors were changed very frequently. As a matter of fact it is al-
most impossible to determine who was the one in charge. This was due
in part to the fact that St. Rose did not have a residence for the pastor.
The attending priests resided at the Gruenenwald convent at Cassella
(still standing — about a half mile south of S.R. 119 on Cassella-Mon-
tezuma Road) or at the Maria Stein convent. In 1905, when Archbishop
Henry Moeller was on a visitation tour, he expressed his desire that a
rectory should be built near the church so that the pastor could live
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among his flock. At once the newly appointed pastor, Father Liberat
Schupp, proceeded to carry out the wish of the Archbishop. Prepara-
tions were made for the building of a rectory.

The contract for the building was let in June 1905, and the work was
awarded to Mr. H. Forthhoff, for the sum of $3,635.00. The pastor him-
self superintended the erection of the new building. “It is built of
pressed brick, it is two stories high and contains ten rooms, also all
modern conveniences, such as hot water heating, acetelyne light, etc.”
The building was completed at the cost of $6,000.00, and on March 23,
1906 the pastor moved into his new residence.

Building of the Third Church

What was probably the most extensive improvement in the history
of the parish was undertaken during the year 1910. In January of that
year Father Liberat Schupp placed before the congregation the neces-
sity of building a new church. A meeting of the parishioners was called
and a unanimous resolution was passed to erect a new church. In order
to procure the necessary money, a subscription was taken up which,
within a week’s time, amounted to $21,479.00 — another striking proof
of that spirit of generosity and sacrifice which seems to pervade the en-
tire history of the parish.

A building committee was chosen by acclamation and the following
members were elected: B. Evers, H. Goettemoeller, Joseph Homan, A.
Selhorst, B. Tuente, Theodor Evers, H. Harting, John Lochtefeld, Math.
Harting and Fred Stucky. Mr. H. Moeller was chosen as treasurer.

Plans were then made by Mr. A. De Curtins of Lima, Ohio. The
date for the opening of the bids was set for June 15, 1910. Due to the fact
that all bids for the contract were exorbitant, the pastor with his com-
mittee concluded, after careful consideration, to erect the building by
piece work: the contract for the mason’s work was let out to Joseph
Vonder Hirst of Celina for $4,200.00, and that of the carpenter’s work to
Jacob Notter of Wendelin for $2,775.00. On May 21, 1911, the cornerstone
was laid by the Very Reverend Provincial, Father Boniface Russ; the
church was completed the following year and the Most Reverend Arch-
bishop Henry Moeller dedicated it on September 8, 1912. The church is a
magnificent building constructed of pressed brick with Bedford stone
trimmings. Its high and sharply pointed arches are of the Gothic style
of architecture.

Diamond Jubilee of the First Church
On Thursday, November 27, 1919, was celebrated the seventy-fifth
anniversary of the dedication of the first church in the St. Rose Congre-
gation, which culminated the organization of the parish.
This occasion was fittingly celebrated by a Solemn High Mass sung
by the Rev. Richard Schwietermann, of the St. Mary’s Novitiate at Bur-
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kettsville. Owing to the fact that it was Thanksgiving Day many of the
invited priests could not be present. Especially did the pastor (Father
Schmaus) and the congregation regret that Father Liberat Schupp,
pastor of Glandorf, Ohio, the builder of the church and rectory, was not
able to attend the jubilee.

The Very Reverend Provincial, Father George Hindelang, pastor of
Immaculate Conception Church, Celina, gave a very eloquent address
both narrative and instructive of the history of the Catholic Church in
the southern part of Mercer County in general and of the history of St.
Rose Congregation in particular. He very vividly pictured the Catholic
missionary life. He also spoke very endearingly in loving memory of
that good and pious priest, Father Caspar Schedler, who for eleven
years was the pastor of St. Rose parish.

The St. Rose choir, under the direction of the organist, Albert H.
Dorsten, rendered a very appropriate program. A new Mass, St. Rosa
de Lima Mass, with new benediction hymns, were sung on this occa-
sion. The Te Deum was sung by all and accompanied by the Minster
band.

After the church services a genuine Thanksgiving Day dinner was
ready and was served by the ladies. Music was furnished by the Mins-
ter and Cassella bands. As the weather did not allow any outdoor ac-
tivities they were transplanted to the spacious and electrically lighted
St. Lawrence Hall and the school building. Here everything was cozy,
dry and pleasant, and a large church bazaar was held in comparatively
small space. The bazaar was a complete success financially. These re-
turns together with the very liberal subscriptions taken up by the pas-
tor among the parishioners during the previous weeks, was enough to
wipe out the debt of $5,000.00 remaining on the building of the new
church. This, above all, led the people to be jubilant and thankful.

Together with the pastor, Father Schmaus, the following commit-
tees were instrumental in helping this diamond jubilee to be a great
success: Bernard Evers, Sr., Henry Moeller, Henry Hartings, Henry
Goettemoeller, Joseph Homan, Joh. W. Kleinhenz, Mrs. John
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Fortkamp, Mrs. Herman Ungruhn, Mrs. Fred Goettemoeller, Mrs.
Josephine Albers, Miss Helen Bomholt and Miss Rose Goettemoeller.

In connection with the jubilee a soldier’s homecoming was cele-
brated in honor of the safe return of all the boys of the congregation
from the World War. They were the guests of the congregation.

Summary 1979-1989

Since the publication of the History of St. Rose in 1979 by Fr. Milton
Ballor, C.PP.S., the following additions might be added to bring up to
date what has transpired since the building of the present church.
Under able pastors, the church and its surroundings has not only been
maintained in excellent shape but has been improved. Under their di-
rection the cemetery wall was added to beautify it. In regard to the
church the two side front doors have been replaced, a ramp was instal-
led on the east side for the ease of the elderly and disabled. A passage
way between the rectory and church was closed in for the convenience
of the pastor and others wishing to use the entrance to the basement.
Also the church’s interior has been redecorated with taste and made
more functional for liturgical usage. The rectory as well as the
sidewalks and grounds have undergone renovations under the various
pastors. On the whole the peoples’ dedication and love for their church
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has been manifested by their continual desire to make the place beauti-
ful in appearance. The latest example of their pride as members of St.
Rose is the newly erected sign in the front of the church.

These physical changes and improvements only reflect a part of St.
Rose parish history. And perhaps not the most important part of their
growth. Along with it comes the important part that makes them a
church in the first place, namely their spiritual life growth.

Two big events in their lifetime as a parish influenced this change
and growth. First the Second Vatican Council called for renewal and
change that has effected not only St. Rose but the whole church. The
second factor that brought about a significant change in the life of St.
Rose parish was The Harvest Program of the Diocese which called for
a committment of each parish in the diocese as to its desire to stay
open as a parish or merge with another.

The Vatican Council called for an update in the peoples’ participa-
tion in the life of the church. Introduced to achieve these goals was a
change in the worshipping life of the parish. In the year 1959, St. Rose
parish had its first dialog Mass and singing of the four hymns followed.
In 1962 the present organ was purchased to help the people better par-
ticipate in singing and praying. In 1965 parts of the Mass were permit-
ted to be said in English which called for readers at Mass. Changes in
the Eucharistic fast enabled more and more people to receive Holy
Communion and thus necessitated the introduction of lay distributors of
Communion. Finally all the parts of the Mass were translated into En-
glish and the missalettes replaced the Missals that the people used
when the Mass was in Latin. More songs were added and the people
were urged to sing their parts in the liturgy. The Council’s demand for
more active participation did not end with liturgy but spread to the en-
tire life of the church. Parish Councils were established as well as all
the Commissions a parish deemed necessary to give service to the
people of the parish. In 1976 Saturday evening Mass began at St. Rose
for those who because of work could not attend on Sunday.

For the Harvest brought a more urgent demand that the parishion-
ers become involved in the parish and accept their responsibility to
minister to each other in St. Rose parish. This demanded in St. Rose, a
need for leaders to be responsible for the various ministries in the
church’s worshipping life. Also to head the CCD Programs and other
needed programs. Especially will this be necessary as they begin to
share a pastor with Cassella as called for by the Harvest Program.

Much has been left out of this short addition to the St. Rose History
and much will be written in the future as history is made. Let this only
indicate that St. Rose Parish is very much alive and growing in Christ.

Religious Vocations
Eighty-eight years had passed and St. Rose had given none of her
sons to the Holy Priesthood; but the seeds of vocation had been planted.

.



It was indeed a happy event when Father Ferdinand Goettemoeller,
C.PP.S., was ordained at Carthagena on May 26, 1927. It was a day of
greater’ celebration when he sang his First Solemn High Mass at St.
Rose on May 28, 1927.

The complete list of vocations to the priesthood and religious life
from St. Rose follows:

Father Ferdinand Goettemoeller, C.PP.S., born March 7, 1898, son
of Henry and Catherine (Woehrmann) Goettemoeller, ordained May 26,
1927. Father Goettemoeller died October 25, 1971.

Father Melchior Lochtefeld, C.PP.S., born January 4, 1905, son of
John and Catherine (Hoying) Lochtefeld, ordained May 14, 1931. He
died July 27, 1984.

Father Aloys Selhorst, C.PP.S., born November 16, 1912, son of An-
thony and Catherine (Albers) Selhorst, ordained May 7, 1939. Father
Selhorst died in a rectory fire at Manteca, California, on August 23,
1967.

Father Tobias Lochtefeld, born February 23, 1922, son of Vincent
and Matilda (Reinhard) Lochtefeld, ordained May 18, 1948. Father
Lochtefeld died in an airplane accident in Brainerd, Minnesota on Au-
gust 26, 1956.

(Note: The following were baptised, but not raised, in St. Rose.)

Father John Anthony, born June 7, 1896, son of Hugo and Gertrude
(Miller) Anthony, ordained May 26, 1923. Father Anthony died De-
cember 3, 1960.

Father John Reichert, born March 1, 1898, son of Joseph and
Philomena (Hagedorn) Reichert, ordained June 11, 1927. Father
Reichert died May 12, 1976.

Sister Angelica, C.PP.S., born Mary Lochtefeld, August 15, 1855,
daughter of Henry and Bernadine (Gresshoff) Lochtefeld, entered the
convent on January 1, 1873. Sister Angelica dicd February 20, 1902.

Sister Agatha, C.PP.S., born Rosina Philomena Lochtefeld Sep-
tember 22, 1858, daughter of Henry and Bernardine (Gresshoff)
Lochtefeld, entered the convent March 16, 1882. Sister Agatha died Jan-
uary 7, 1928.

Sister Emma, S.F.P., born Catherine Bernardine Lochtefeld
November 29, 1894, daughter of John and Catherine (Hoying)
Lochtefeld, entered the convent November 29, 1917. Sister Emma died
March 19, 1928.

Sister Leonidas, C.PP.S., born Agnes Piekenbrock February 14,
1918, daughter of Frank and Catherine (Luttmer) Piekenbrock, entered
the convent August 13, 1939.
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Ferdinand Goettemoeller, C.PP.S. Melchior Lochtefeld, C.PP.S.

Aloys Selhorst, C.PP.S. Tobias Lochtefeld,

Sr. Leonidas Piekenbrook, C.PP.S.
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Description of St. Rose Church

The cornerstone of the present church was blessed on May 21, 1911.
The dimensions of the church, based on the blueprints of the architect
Andrew De Curtins of Lima, Ohio, are: length — 115’, width at front —
51", width at transept — 63’, height of roof — 55’ and height of steeple
cross — 133’. The altars, communion rail, confessional and pews were
built by the E. Hackner Company of LaCross, Wisconsin. The art glass
windows were purchased from the Emil Frei Company of St. Louis,
Missouri. The church was blessed on September 8, 1912.

High Altar

The high altar was bought in 1913 at a cost of $1,565.00. The upper
part of the reredos contains a statue of St. Rose. On the east side is a
Crucifixion scene and on the west side is a Resurrection scene. In the
mensa are an Emmaus scene and varous symbols of the passion —
crown of thorns and nails, veil and face of Christ, tunic and dice, and
ladder, sponge and rope. (Note: On the original altar there were also
statutes of St. Peter and St. Paul and also two standing angels with
lights. In 1920, additional “towers” and angels, plus two kneeling angels
with lights on pedestals were added. All of these were removed when
the altar was lowered three steps and placed against the south wall in
1971.) On the door of the tabernacle is enscribed: “Altar and Taberna-
cle Gift of the Evers Relationship.” The tabernacle was replaced in
1938. The additions to the high altar (and also the side altars) were
bought in 1920 at a cost of $1,690.00.

Blessed Virgin Altar

In the east transept is an altar in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
On the reredos is a statue of the Blessed Virgin Queen and the Christ
Child, which had been in the old church. On the east side of this statue
is one of St. Catherine of Alexandria, and on the west side one of St.
Barbara. In the mensa is an Annunciation scene. On the tabernacle is a
plaque stating: “In memory of Theodore and Catherine Brockman
1920.”

St. Joseph Altar

In the west transept is the altar in honor of St. Joseph. On the rere-
dos is a statue of St. Joseph (from the old church). On the east side of it
is one of St. Lawrence and on the west side is one of St. Anthony. In the
mensa is a scene of the death of St. Joseph. There is a plaque on the
tabernacle stating: “Gift of the St. Joseph and St. Lawrence Societies
1920.”

The Apse

On the ceiling of the apse are five paintings: in the center Christ
the Good Shepherd and two angels on each side. On the walls are paint-
ings of the Evangelists: St. Matthew (and boy), St. Mark (and lion), St.
Luke (and ox) and St. John (and eagle). In the center of the ceiling is
an art glass window depicting the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove.
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East Transept

Above the Blessed Virgin altar is a painting (by Father Paulinus
Trost, C.PP.S.) of Christ visiting Mary and Martha. On the east wall of
the transept is an art glass window depicting the birth of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. Above the scene is the monogram of Mary. On each side
of the window is a painting of the Old Testament prophets, Daniel and
Ezechiel. On the north wall is a medallion with the Chi (X) and Rho (P)
and the Alpha and Omega. East of the Blessed Virgin altar is a wall
pedestal with a statue of the Sacred Heart, and next to it a painting of
an angel. On the window is the inscription: “In memoriam Frauen Ver-
ein.” Above the window is a medallion of the Holy Spirit in the form of
a dove.

West Transept

In the west transept, above the St. Joseph altar, is a painting (also
by Father Trost) of Christ blessing the children. On the west wall is an
art glass window depicting the death of St. Joseph. Above the scene is
the monogram of St. Joseph. On each side is a painting of the Old Tes-
tament prophets: Isaiah and Jeremiah. Above the window is a medall-
ion of the Lamb of the Apocalypse. On the north wall is a medallion of a
sunflower. Next to the St. Joseph altar is a statue of St. Gaspar del
Bufalo, C.PP.S., and next to it a painting of an angel. The inscription on
the window is: “In memoriam Maener Verein.” On the St. Gaspar
statue is a plaque stating: “In memory of Dahlinghaus family.”

East West

The Nave
High on the walls of the nave are medallions (four on each side).
On the east side are: pillar and whip, cross with INRI, cross and
chalice, and veil with face of Christ. On the west side are: ladder and
lance and sponge and dice and nails, cross and pierced hand, bread and
fish, and the pellican.
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On the dome of the nave are paintings of the four great doctors of
the West: St. Augustine (north), St. Jereome (east), St. Gregory
(south) and St. Ambrose (west).

St. Jerome

?

St. Gregory g}; . 3 St. Augustine

St. Ambrose

The Windows
On the east side of the nave are four art glass windows with inscrip-
tions. They are (starting from the south) St. Rose (In memoriam
Jungfrauen Verein), St. Barbara (In memoriam Faml. Fred und Henry
Goettemoeller), St. Elizabeth (In memoriam Faml. B. Evers Sr.) and
St. Catherine (In memoriam Mrs. Catherine Hagedorn).

St. Rose

St. Elizabeth

St. Catherine
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On the west side the four art glass windows are: (starting from the
south) St. Lawrence (In memoriam Juengleins Verein), St. Florian (In
memoriam Faml. Jos. Meyer), St. Isidore (In memoriam Faml. John
Loechtefeld) and St. Theodore (presumed) (In memoriam Faml. Frank

Ungruhn).

St. Lawrence

St. Isidore

St. Theodore

In the former baptistry (near the front entrance) is an art glass
window with the inscription “In memoriam Faml. Frank Fortkamp.”
In the choir loft are two art glass windows both inscribed: “In
memoriam Faml. H. Dwenger.” In the center of the north wall (under
the steeple) is an art glass window with the inscription: “In memoriam
Faml. B. Piekenbrock.”

The Way of the Cross

The stations of the cross were purchased in 1914 for $668.61 and
were erected by Father Paulinus Trost, C.PP.S. (delegate of Arch-
bishop Moeller) on February 11, 1915. The way fo the cross begins on
the southeast corner of the nave. These are the inscriptions on them
(plus the titles in German): 1. Familie Clune, 2. John Fortkamp, 3. H.
Dwenger, 4. Frank Bombholt, 5. John Stuke u. Sohn, 6. Herman Schweg-
man, 7. Theo. u. Kath. Brockman, 8. Ant. Meiring u. Mutter, 9. John
Loechtefeld, 10. Fred. u. Hein. Goettemoeller, 11. Bern. Albers u. Sohn
Clemens, 12. Heinrich Moeller, 13. Joseph Homan, 14. Jos. Meier u. B.
Evers.
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The Sanctuary

In the sanctuary are the altar of sacrifice, the pulpit and the presi-
dential chair. These were made from the former communion rail. In
the mensa of the altar is the wood-carved scene of Melchisedech offer-
ing bread and wine for Abraham. On the pulpit is a wood-carved scene
of Moses and the people gathering Manna. (These two scenes had been
the gates of the communion rail.) On the pulpit is the inscribed plaque:
“Donated by Jos. Homan Sr.” The two credence tables were made from
the pedestals on which kneeling angels with lights had been placed next
to the high altar.

In the choir loft is a large cross, with a statue of the Blessed Virgin
at the foot of the cross. On it is painted the inscription: “Mission 1 — 8
Decem. 1912.” (Note: This cross was in the old church; thus the date
must have been added later.)

Near the entrance of the church is a statue of St. Theresa, the Little
Flower. A plaque on it states: “In loving memory of Amalia Lorshetter
presented by her son Frank Lorshetter.” This statue is now placed in
the northeast corner of the nave. In the northwest corner of the nave is
a statue of the Pieta (purchased in 1914 with a pedestal for $170.00).

The Bells
In the tower are three bells, weighing respectively 1800 Ibs., 1350
Ibs. and 900 Ibs. All have the same inscription: “E.W. Vanduzen Com-
pany, Cincinnati 1932.” They were purchased in 1932 for the sum of
$543.26 and blessed on May 29, 1932.

The Sacristy
In the sacristy is a monstrance with the inscription: “Geschenk von
H. Moeller u. Familie.” One ciborium is inscribed: “Gift of the Charles
C. Bruns family,” and another: “In memory of William and Elizabeth
Schaefer.” One chalice is inscribed: “In memory of Vincent and
Mathilda Lochtefeld,” and another: “Thobias Lochtefeld, from my par-
ents, May 18, 1948.”
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PASTORS OF ST. ROSE PARISH

April 1839 — October 1845 (no picture) ...................... Louis Navarron
November 1, 1845 — July 1846 ............. Johan Van den Brock, C.PP.S.
July 1846 — December 1846 ............ccccoeevinnnee. Johan Wittmer, C.PP.S.
January 1847 — December 1847 ........... Johan Van den Brock, C.PP.S.
January 1848 — December 1849 (no picture) ....... Friederich Broenner
January 1850 — December 1850 ................... Andrew Kunkler, C.PP.S.
January 1851 - May 1852 .......cccceeevrrennnnee Sebastian Ganther, C.PP.S.
June 1852 — August 1857 .......ccecevvirvrinnnnnes Andrew Herbstritt, C.PP.S.
August 1857 — May 1861 ...........ccccoveenns Bernard Austermann, C.PP.S.
May 1861 — August 1866 ...........cccoeevviniiinnnnn. Peter Wilhelmy, C.PP.S.
September 1866 — June 1867 ............ccccceeeeeen. Erhard Glueck, C.PP.S.
June 1867 — October 1874 (no picture) ........... Anton Kramer, C.PP.S.
November 1874 — September 1875 ................. Erhard Glueck, C.PP.S.
September 1875 — May 1879 ........cccccvvureneenn. Francis Buechel, C.PP.S.
May 1879 — May 1881 .....cccevvrvienerirnniennnruneenns Erhard Glueck, C.PP.S.
May 15, 1881 — April 6, 1892 ............cevvvunnnns Caspar Schedler, C.PP.S.
April 1892 — February 1893 ...........cccoeeiiiiiiiinnnns Henry Drees, C.PP.S.
March 1, 1893 — March 14, 1895 .......ccoveeevenennnnes Aloys Malin, C.PP.S.
March 14, 1895 — January 1905 ................... Caspar Schedler, C.PP.S.
January 1905 — September 1, 1914 ................ Liberat Schupp, C.PP.S.
September 1, 1914 — July 12, 1917 ..................... Albert Voag, C.PP.S.
July 12, 1917 — July 24, 1951 .....cccoceiinnnnnee Raphael Schmaus, C.PP.S.
July 24, 1951 — June 27, 1956 .......cccccevivmunnrinnann. George Pax, C.PP.S.
June 27, 1956 — June 26, 1957 ........ccoeevirvnnnnnnns Aloys Dirksen, C.PP.S.
June 26, 1957 — July 27, 1958 .......ccoeiriirinnennns Aloysius Cook, C.PP.S.
July 27, 1958 — April 25, 1963 ........cccoeeiiiiiiiinnnnn. Walter Roth, C.PP.S.
August 28, 1963 — January 6, 1965 ................. Aloys Dirksen, C.PP.S.
January 6, 1965 — August 2, 1976 ............ Clement Goubeaux, C.PP.S.
August 2, 1976 — July, 1983 ..........cocoiiiiiiiiiinnnnns Milton Ballor, C.PP.S.
July, 1983 — JUlY 1987 ..cocveisurssmsmmsissvsnnssnsassonanrans Joseph Pax, C.PP.S.
JUIY, 1987 = ccsucsvesinrovemvasranis bivus et oot v i Raymond Bauer, C.PP.S.
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PASTORS OF ST. ROSE

Johan Van den Brock, C.PP.S. Johan Wittmer, C.PP.S.

Andrew Kunkler, C.PP.S. Sebastian Ganther, C.PP.S.

Andrew Herbstritt, C.PP.S. Bernard Austermann, C.PP.S.
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Peter Wilhelmy, C.PP.S. Erhard Glueck, C.PP.S.

Francis Buechel, C.PP.S.

Henry Drees, C.PP.S. Aloys Malin, C.PP.S.
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Liberat Schupp, C.PP.S. Albert Voag, C.PP.S.

Raphael Schmaus, C.PP.S. George Pax, C.PP.S,

Aloys Dirksen, C.PP.S. Aloysius Cook, C.PP.S.



.,

Walter Roth, C.PP.S.

Milton Ballor, C.PP.S. Joseph Pax, C.PP.S.

Raymond Bauer, C.PP.S.
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PARISH VOLUNTEERS

CHOIR
Left to Right, First Row — Irene
Bruns, Mary Jane Meier, Kathy Buen-
ing, Sherri Schoenlein. Second Row —
Donna Rutschilling, Marilyn Hold-
heide, Stella Evers, Ginny Kremer,
Karen Scott, Ellen Evers.

ORGANIST
Left to Right — Ruth Hartings, Mar
lyn Holdheide, Ginny Kremer.

CARING MINISTRY

Luella Lochtefeld, Regina Hemmel-
garn, Ann Mueller.




MAINTENANCE SACRISTANS

Left to Right — Art Brums, Rich Left to Right — Deb Homan, Kathy
Lochtefeld. Hemmelgarn.

CEMETERY AND
HOLY NAME SOCIETY

Newly elected since pictures were
taken: Cemetery President — LeRoy
Piekenbrock; Holy Name Society
President — Cletus Griesdorn.

Dennis Homan, President, Cemetery
Board (on left); Louis Bruns, Presi-
dent, Holy Name Society.
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CYO

Left to Right — Gary Kremer, Of-
ficer; Chris Clune, Andy Bruns, Deb
Homan, Kevin Homan, Angie Siegrist,
Jeremy Hess, Kelly Meier, Kelly
Goettemoeller, Benji Kremer, Kurt
Goettemoeller, Ginny Kremer, Of-
ficer.

PARISH COUNCIL
Left to Right, First Row — Louis
Bruns, Janice Piekenbrock, Elaine
Evers, Jane Evers, Father Bauer,
Second Row — Dave Buening, Dennis
Homan, Bill Homan, Ivo Post.

[

— 924 __

SESQUICENTENNIAL
COMMITTEE

Left to Right, Front Row — Rich
Lochtefeld, Elaine Evers, Andy
Schlarman, Romie Schaefer, Werner
Stucke. Second Row — Father Bauer,
Gary Kremer, Walter Braun, Ginny
Kremer, Bill Homan.




USHERS

Left to Right, First Row — Andy
Schlarman, Mark  Hemmelgarn,
Werner Stucke, Jim Stucke, Tom
Goettemoeller. Second Row — Bob
Homan, Gene Evers, Art Leugers,
Dick Mueller, Paul Bruns. Third Row
— Dave Buening, Dale Goettemoeller,
Cy Evers, Jeff Griesdorn, Clete Gries-
dorn, Rich Lochtefeld.

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Left to Right, First Row — Shirley
Homan, Ann Mueller, Sister Rita, Al-
vera Stucke, Linda Bruns. Second
Row — Werner Stucke, Andy Schlar-
man, Sharon Evers, Marge Griesdorn,
Rosemary Hartings, John Bruns.
Third Row — Dan Hess, Gary Kre-
mer, Roger Evers, Paul Bruns, Dick
Mueller, Ivo Post, Nick Meier, Bill
Homan.

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
Left to Right, Front Row — Marilyn
Holdheide, Father Bauer, Ginny Rus-
kin, Marian Homan. Second Row —
Janice Piekenbrock, Walter Braun,
Ginny Kremer, Irene Bruns.
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LECTORS
Left to Right — Ginny Ruskin, Romie
Schaefer, Larry Meier, Jeff Gries-
dorn, Clarence Tuente, Walter Braun,

Deb Brown.

Left to Right — Roger Homan, LeRoy
Piekenbrock, Kathy Buening, Kathy
Hemmeigarn.

LADIES SODALITY

Left to Right — Jane Evers, Mary Jo
Hess, Janice Piekenbrock. (Absent)

Agnes Goettemoeller




DIRECTOR OF CCD OFFICERS

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION Left to Right — Larry Meier, Dave
Janice Piekenbrock Buening, Donna Rutschilling.

CCD TEACHERS
Left to Right — Ginny Kremer, Gary
Kremer, Walter Braun, Mark Homan,
Deb Brown. (Absent) Jane Luebke
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SERVERS
Left to Right — 1st Row — Ivo Post, Director, Aaron Rutschilling, Ben Bruns,
Frank Evers, Greg Bruns, Brian Evers, Matt Hess, Joe Hartings, Ben Buening.
2nd Row — Kurt Goettemoeller, Greg Rutschilling, Brad Meier, Dave Kremer,
Brent Hess, Eric Bruns, Bruce Goettemoeller.
drd Row — Andy Bruns, Benji Kremer, Doug Holdheide, Kevin Homan, Steve
Hartings, Jeremy Hess, Chris Clune.



PARISH FAMILIES

Don and Alice Ahrens Family

Don and Alice Ahrens currently
rent a house owned by Clarence
Tuente at 7457 St. Rt. 119. They moved
there in January of 1986. Don is origi-
nally from St. Nicholas parish in Os-

ood and Alice (Franzer) is originally
rom St. Aloysius parish, Carthagena.
They were married January 8, 1983 in
Carthagena. They have two boys,
Travis was born March 27, 1984 and
Dustin was born March 19, 1986. Don
works at Crown Controls in New Bre-
men and Alice manages The Kings
Room in Coldwater.

Rev. Raymond Bauer, C.PP.S.

He was born May 8, 1931 in
Pittsburgh, Pa. to a steel worker,
Raymond Bauer and his wife, Cecelia
Bendig. He was educated in the catho-
lic school of St. Peters. He entered
Brunnerdale Seminary after grade
school to pursue studies in the priest-
hood. He was graduated from Dayton
University and ordained from St.
Charles Seminary into the Society of
the Precious Blood on May 31, 1959. He
did post graduate work in the Univer-
sity of Detroit and became associate

astor to St. Joseph, Hamilton, St.

oseph, Wapakoneta, Precious Blood,
Ft. Wayne, St. John, Glandorf and St.
Henry as pastor in Feb. 1977. In 1988
he was assigned to St. Rose Parish, St.
Rose, Ohio. He thanks God for His
goodness to his life.
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Clarence Henry Bergman Family

The farm of Clarence Henry Bergman, on Clune-Stucke Road south of In-
dian Trail Road, came into the Bergman name when Clarence’s grandfather,
Stephen, bought it from Frank Wissman, July 4, 1911. February 1914, Stephen
transferred the farm to his son George Bergman (Clarence’s uncle). On April
15, 1941, Clarence became the owner.

In 1950, he remodeled the house. At this time his brother Victor married
Helen Borger of Celina, Ohio, and they moved in with Clarence.

Clarence farmed until April 1974, when he suffered a stroke. At the present
time the farm is rented out.

John T. and Bernadina (Knuefner) Bergman had seven children; Elizabeth
Keller, Aloys B., Clarence H., Rosemary Brunswick, Norbert F., Vietor G., and
Rosalina Siefring.

Frank Bergman Sons Farm (Life Estate)

The Frank Bergman and Sons Farm is located on the south side of Huwer
Road and the corner of Homan Road. This 80 Acre farm came into the Bergman
name February 18, 1902 when the Henry Leugers Estate sold it to Stephen
Bergman, the father of Frank for $5,035.00 and then Stephen transferred this
farm to his son Frank on December 18, 1907.

Later Frank traded another 80 acres for 50 acres to the east to the first 80
acres with Ben Luttmer. He then had 130 acres between Clune-Stucke Road and
Homan Road. In 1947 Frank transferred this 130 acres to Stephen and his
brothers. The brothers also had other farms located in Marion ownship.

There were six boys and three girls born to Frank and Elizabeth (Puthoff)
Bergman: Stephen, Leo, Catherine Grieshop, Robert, Herman, Regina Albers,
Cecelia Steinlage, Andrew and Michael. Only Michael of the six boys married
and he moved to Cassella, Ohio on a farm on the Indian Trail Road. The other
five boys made their home at the Frank Bergman farm. Leo is the only one liv-
ing of the six boys at this time.

125 acres of this 130 was sold December 1986 and the remaining 5 acres with
house and building was sold on May 7, 1988. Up to that time the farm was in the
Bergman name for 86 years.
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Victor G. and Helen Bergman Family

The farm of Victor Bergman is lo-
cated on the Clune-Stucke Road about
two miles south of St. Rose. It came
into the Bergman name when Stephen
Bergman  (Victor’s  grandfather)
bought it from William Evers, Janu-
ary 17, 1907. April 20, 1911 it was trans-
ferred to John T. Bergman (Victor’'s
dad). When he retired it was transfer-
red to his four sons on January 27,
1941, Victor became the owner, but
never lived on the farm.

September 23, 1950, Victor mar-
ried Helen Borger of Celina, Ohio.
They lived with Victor’s brother until
1964, when they moved to Celina, Ohio.
Victor worked for the State of Ohio
imdgfarmed until he retired on August

, 1985.

John T. and Bernadina (Kneuf-
ner) Bergman had seven children.
Elizabeth Keller, Aloys B., Clarence
H., Rosemary Brunswick, and Norbert
F. were born on this farm. Victor G.
and Rosalina Siefring were born on
Clarence Bergman's farm.

Alma A. Bomholt Family

Alma Bombholt was born in St. Rose November 19, 1912. She is the daughter
of the late Henry and Carrie (Hartings) Bombholt.

She left St. Rose in 1928 to work in Dayton. After retiring in 1981 she re-
turned to the family home at 7396 State Route 119 where she was born. It has
been in the family for 120 years.

Her two sisters are Dorothy Raffel who died of complications February 10,
1989 and Mary Kremer of St. Anthony. Two brothers are deceased, Joseph
Bombholt died in 1960 due to a highway accident. Clarence Bomholt died in 1985
of cancer.
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Byron and Nancy Bomholt Family

Byron (Bub) Bomholt was born at Coldwater to Dorothy (Thien) Bomholt
and the late Clarence Bomholt.

On May 1, 1971 he married Nancy Nieberding, daughter of Bernard and
Mary Ann (Niekamp) Nieberding of Versailles, Ohio. They have three children,
Nathan, Amanda and Brenda, all at home.

Bub served 2 years in the Marine Corps. in Vietnam. He has worked for
Buschur Electric in Minster, Ohio for the past 9 years. His wife is employed at
Gagel True Value Hardware in Maria Stein, Ohio.

Clarence and Dorothy Bomholt Family

Clarence Bomholt was born in St. Rose to the late Henry and Carrie (Hart-
ings) Bomholt. On May 4, 1946 he married Dorothy Thien, daughter of the late
John and Theresa (Fisher) Thien. They lived in the Frank Bomholt home, next
to the implement shop until 1949 when they built a house at 7415 St. Rt. 119
across from St. Rose Church.

Their children are Tacie, Byron, Bonita, Donna, Randy and .James. They
also have 14 grandchildren.

Clarence (Pete) served 40 months in World War II and worked 43 years at
Aveco New Idea in Coldwater. He died of cancer October 6, 1985.

—_32 —



Walter and Marian Braun Family

Walter Braun of St. Henry, Ohio
married Marian Frey of Osgood, Ohio,
on September 7, 1957. After their mar-
riage they lived at Burkettsville, Ohio
and Minster, Ohio. In January of 1969,
they moved in their new home at 7537
Ft. Recovery-Minster Road.

They had six children, three are
deceased, Mary, Jane and James.

David married Ann Gray and they
have a daughter, Gabbrielle and live
at Troy, Ohio. Daniel married Cyndi
Cornell and they have a daughter,
Morgan and live at Coldwater, Ohio.
Doris is engaged to John Wale of
Celina, Ohio, and lives at home.

Anthony and Linda Broering Family

Anthony H. Broering was born
March 15, 1953, son of Cyril and
Mildred (Guggenbiller) Broering,
grandson of Anthony and Josephine
(Holdheide) Broering and Aloys and
Caroline (Kunkler) Guggenbiller. He
graduated from Marion Local High
School in 1971 and started farming in
1971.

Linda M. Homan was born Sep-
tember 25, 1955, daughter of Stanley
and Lucile (Mescher) Homan, grand-
daughter of Aloys and Emma
(Fortkamp) Homan and Louis and
Rose (Spoltman) Mescher. Linda graduated from Marion Local High School in
1973 and worked at Otis Hospital as a receptionist for three years.

They were married September 6, 1975 in Precious Blood Church, Chick-
asaw, Ohio. They started their life together at the farm where they still live at
768 Voskuhl Road.

They have five daughters: Sue born January 29, 1977, Jenny born July 21,
1978, Angie born March 27, 1980, Brenda born March 24, 1984 and Sara born Oc-
tober 27, 1987.

The farm where they live was purchased from Gus and Clem Bruns in 1969.
In 1975 they purchased a mobile home and lived in it for ten years. The dairy
setup on the farm was built in 1978 after having milked at Leo Kunk's farm for
four years. The brick house in which they now live was built in 1985.
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Ken and Karen Broering Family

On October 4, 1980, Karen Homan
and Ken Broering were married.
Karen is the daughter of Arnie and Lil
(Meier) Homan of New Bremen. Her
mother is originally from St. Rose
(Aloys and Rose Meier’s daughter).
Ken is the son of Cyril and Millie
Broering of Cassella. His paternal
grandmother, Josephine Broering,
was a Holdheide from St. Rose.

Ken farms 140 acres, milks ap-
proximately 50 cows and raises ap-
proximately 700 feeder pigs a year
where his parents live. Karen is em-
ployed by Maria Stein Grain Company
as a bookkeeper/secretary.

Ken and Karen have a son, Craig
Steven, who was born January 20,
1986, and was a very welcome change
to their lives.

Their home was once owned by a
Brockman famjlg who sold it to Wil-
liam Schaefer who then sold it to his
son, Alphons Schaefer. Alpons’
nephew, oman Schaefer, inherited
the farm in approxmately 1979 who in
turn sold the buildings to Ken and
Karen in 1980.

Bob and Deb Brown Family

Bob and Deb (Hartings) Brown were married Feb. 15, 1974 in St. Rose by
Fr. Clement Goubeaux, C.PP.S. Deb is the daughter of Vernon and the late Bert
Hartings. Bob is the son of Noveda and the late Robert Brown.

After their marriage they lived in an apartment in Chickasaw, and in De-
cember of 1975 moved into the house where Deb’s grandparents, John and Ber-
nadine (Leugers) Hartings, had raised a family of 12 children, 3 of whom are
now deceased. This home was also that of Deb’s great-grandfather Frank and
Bernadine (Albers) Hartings who raised a family of 10 children.

Bob and Deb are the parents of five children; Kim, age 13, Kelly, age 11,
Tonya, age 8, Joshua, age 4, and Christopher, age 3 months. Bob is employed as
a Deputy Sheriff for Mercer County and Deb is a housewife. Bob moved into this
area in 1971 with his parents from Miami County.




Arthur and Genevieve Bruns Family

Arthur and Genevieve Bruns, 7407
State Route 119, were married June 6,
1946. Arthur, son of Fred and Louis
Bruns, is a member of the first class
to graduate from St. John High School
and a veteran of World War II. The
parents of Genevieve, a former
teacher and graduate of Cardome
Academy and Wilmington College,
were August and Ethel Georges of
Clarksville, Ohio.

Arthur was, for a time, co-owner
of Bruns Bros. Grocery, and is a re-
tiree of Matt Schwieterman, Inc.

The Bruns home is on the site of
the livery barn used by St. Rose
parishioners in horse-and-buggy days.

The Bruns have three daughters.
Emily, a teacher, is a graduate of the
University of Dayton. Dolores (Mrs.
William Starr), also a teacher and

raduate of the University of Dayton,
ives with her family in New Bremen.
Martha Jane (Mrs. Phil Luebke), is a
medical assistant. The Luebkes and
their two children are members of St.
Rose parish.

Ermin and Irma Bruns Family

Ermin and Irma live at 7392 St. Rt. 119. They were married on January 23,
1946 and came to St. Rose on March 24, 1947 when they bought their present
home. They had four children, Mary Lou, Phyliss Ann, Anne Marie and Randy
of whom Phyliss and Anne are deceased. Mary Lou married Ivo Wendel and
they have five children, Kim, Scott, Amy, Chad and Jodi. They reside in In-
diana.

Their house was built in 1849 and is 140 years old. They spent 36 years in the
grocery business here in St. Rose. On January 1, 1983 their son, Randy, took
over the business. Retirement has been very good to Irma and Ermin. In their
spare time they make wooden toys and do a lot of traveling and enjoy playing
cards.




Jim and Beth Bruns Family

Jim and Beth Bruns reside at 7443
St. Rt. 119. They were married on
November 28, 1986 in St. Henry. They
are presently renting their home from
Bob and Harold Homan. The property
was originally purchased in the early
1800’s by Joseph Kleinhenz and was
most recently purchased by Bob and
Harold Homan in 1980 from Elmer
Schmiesing.

Jim is the third son of Ken and
Ruth (Piekenbrock) Bruns, St. Sebas-
tion. He is the grandson of Stella (Pre-
nger) Piekenbrock and the late Ed
Piekenbrock, St. Rose. He is a
graduate of Celina Senior High School
and is currently employed by Crown
Controls, New Bremen.

Beth is the eldest child of Charles
and Eileen (Sutter) Whitsett, St.
Henry. She is a graduate of St. Henry
High School and Clark Technical Col-
lege. She is employed by Heritage
Manor, Minster, as a registered nurse.

The couple has one son, Adam.

John and Irene Bruns Family

John E. Bruns from St. Sebastian and Irene M. Bensman from Versailles
were married June 3, 1972. Their first residence was in St. Rose Parish in Ber-
nard Rentz’s farm house on Clune-Stucke Rd. Andrew John was born August 1,
1973 and baptized in St. Rose. In October 1973 they moved to St. Sebastian. Their
next three sons, Eric Lavern, February 28, 1976, Bernard Mark (Ben), Sep-
tember 21, 1977 and Gregory Michael (Greg), December 12, 1978, were born and
baptized in St. Sebastian Parish with Andy making his First Communion there
also. June 4, 1983, ten years later, they bought the Poultry Operation on 7808 St.
Rt. 119 from Roman and Shirley Schaefer and moved back to St. Rose with the
three youngest boys making their First Communion here at St. Rose. The chick-
en business being good to them, they decided to remodel in the summer of 1987
and stay in the business. They tore down the center coop and the cooler to make
room to build a Hi Rise with a conveyor which brings the eggs from the west
coop to the new cooler/packing room. Originally they housed 27,500 birds, now
they house 69,000.




Louis and Evelyn Bruns Family

Louis and Evelyn Bruns live on
2641 Goettemoeller Rd. on the farm on
which he was born. Louis is the son of
Charles and Anna (Meyer) Bruns and
Evelyn is the daughter of Ben and
Agatha (Albers) Schmitmeyer of St.
Sebastian. They were married on Sep-
tember 8, 1948 at St. Sebastian’s Cath-
olic Church. They have seven chil-
dren. Mary Jane married Charles
Hileman of Celina and has three sons.
Shirley married Roger Schlater of
Versailles and lives in Willowdell and
has four children. Martha married
Richard Schmackers of St. Henry and
has six children. David married Joyce
Schmackers and lives in Cranberry
and has four daughters. Stanley mar-
ried Mary Lou Bertke and lives in
Maria Stein and has one daughter.
Linda and Louis Jr. live at home.

They moved to 1954 Hartings Rd.
in St. Rose on Memorial Day in 1985.
They were married on September 25,
1982 and lived on Clover-Four Road
and belonged to Precious Blood
parish, Chickasaw for three years.

Tonya and Trisha are their two
children. Tonya was born on October
6, 1983 and Trisha was born on August
13, 1986.

Paul was raised on a farm outside
of Minster and belonged to St.
Joseph'’s parish in Egypt. He was born
on December 9, 1959, His mother’s
name is Margaret Bruns and his
‘father is deceased. Paul is self em-
ployed as a dozer and backhoe
operator.

Beck was raised on a farm outside
of Coldwater and attended church at
St. Mary’s parish, Philothea. She was
born on December 16, 1960 and is the
daughter of Paul and Rita Jutte. She
is a milk testing supervisor for Mercer
County.
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Dave and Kathy Buening Family

David and Kathy (Barga) Buening
were married on July 8, 1977 at St.
Louis Catholie Church in North Star,
Ohio. They resided on Philothea Rd.
between St. Henry and Coldwater for
nearly three years.

In November 1979 they purchased
the property at 8059 St. Rt. 119 in
Maria Stein. Having been constructed
in 1898 this is a very old dwelling.
After renting the home to the former
owners for several months, they
moved to Maria Stein on Easter .
weekend in 1980. At the time they moved, they had one child, Benjamin Joseph
(born August 26, 1979). Since then they have had three more children: Amy
Beth, born December 6, 1980, Brian David, born August 29, 1982 and Lisa Renee,
born July 31, 1986. ) .

Dave works at Francis Mfg. Inc., an aluminum foundry located in Russia,
Ohio and has been employed there since June 1982. Before that he worked at
Avco New Idea for 9 years. Upon the birth of their first child, Kathy decided not
to remain in the work force. She had been working at Celina Group since she
was married.

Ida Clune Family

Ida (Heitkamp) married Clarence
Clune June 10, 1930 in St. John's
Church, Maria Stein by Rev. Otto Mis-
sler. Clarence died November 24, 1972.
They were blessed with seven chil-
dren. Delbert, born May 10, 1933, is
married to Charl Strout and now lives
in Muncie, Indiana. Eugene, born in
June 5, 1935 and died May 10, 1955.
Evelyn, born September 16, 1937, mar-
ried Ralph Koesters and now lives in
Coldwater. Kenneth, born September
8, 1939, is married to Darlene
Branham and lives in Camby, In-
diana. Jerome, born December 28,
1941 married Pat Liette and lives on
the home place. Janice, born
November 23, 1943, is married to
Richard Forthofer and lives in Port-
land, Indana. Marlene, born March 13,
1945, is married to Richard Carlile and
lives in Dayton. There are 17 grand-
children.




Jerome and Patricia Clune Family

Jerome Clune and Patricia Liette were married at Burkettsville November
27, 1965 and are the fifth generation owners of the Clune farm at 1414 Clune-
Stucke Rd. They have six children. Laura 21, works as a dental hygenist in Day-
ton, Greenville and Minster. Brian, 19, works for Denis Rethman Construction.
The other 4 children are in school, Mark, 17, Chris, 14, Amanda, 7, and Ashley,
1. Besides farming Jerome has worked at Midmark since 1965.

Brian and Bonnie Dahlinghaus Family

Living at this residence on 7107 Indian Trail Road since 1985 are Brian and
Bonnie Dahlinghaus. Bonnie is the daughter of Clarence and Velma Bruns of
Maria Stein. Brian is the son of the late Paul and Kathleen Dahlinghaus. They
have three children, Erin age nine, Cole age six and Ian born January 13, 1989.

Brian is the third generation of the Dahlinghaus family to own the farm. He
bought a portion of it in 1975 from his father Paul and the remainder in 1985.
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Velma Dwenger Family

Velma and Anthony (Penny) were
married November 8, 1944. Penny
passed away November of 1965.
Robert was born July 22, 1952 and
lives on the home place (120 acre
farm) with his mother. Velma is 72
and takes care of the housework,
Robert is an independent trucker and
farms the home place at 7337 Ft. Re-
covery-Minster Rd.

Cyril and Phyliss Evers Family

Albert and Anna Evers purchased the farm at 1160 Goettemoeller Rd. from
Albert’s father (Henry) in the year 1927. Albert and Anna had two children, a
daughter, Florentine (Rose) and a son, Cyril. Anna passed away in 1936 at the
age of 37 and Albert passed away in 1981 at the age of 83. Cyril purchased the
farm from his dad in the year 1970. He and his wife, Phyllis are the present own-

ers:-i. Cyril and Phyllis have three children, a daughter, Lisa, and two sons, Bob
and Jim.
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Donald and Jane Evers Family

Don was born to Othmar and Al-
vira (Prenger) Evers, who lived in St.
Rose until Don married in 1977, then
moved to Chickasaw. Don has one sis-
ter, Mrs. John (Marlene) Schmit-
meyer, who has four children.

Don’'s family is of German des-
cent. His father was born at St. Rose
to Bernard and Mary (Meier) Evers.
They were married in May, 1911 and
lived their entire life on the home
farm at 7318 St. Rt. 119. Othmar has
two sisters and two brothers, Mrs.
Clem (Zita) Enneking, Mrs. Morris
(Olive) Bohman, Victor and Ray.
Don’s mother was born to William and
Clara (Wehrman) Prenger in Egypt.
Alvira has one sister, Mrs. Harvey (Viona) Schmiesing.

Don and Jane Henry were married on November 19, 1977. They are the par-
ents of three sons, Robert, Thomas and Jeffrey. They reside on the family farm
and are engaged in dairy and hog farming.

Jane was born to Paul Henry and the late Irene (Rinderle) Henry. They are
of French and German descent. Jane has one brother and two sisters, Alan,
Mrs. James (Donna) DeMa:]%f and Connie Henry. Jane’s family was engaged
in dairy farming near Versailles.

Gene and Sharon Evers Family

Gene Anthony Evers (6-22-54), son of Anthony and Marie (Vondrell) Evers
of Cassella, and Sharon Kay Knapke (5-31-56), daughter of Urban and Mildred
(Klenke) Knapke from Maria Stein, were married on July 17, 1976.

Gene farms with his dad and also drives bus for the Marion Local School
System. Sharon is a full time housewife. They have four children, Frank (May
13, 1978), Brian (April 30, 1980), Jodie (January 3, 1984), and Kimberly
(November 6, 1986).

Gene and his family live at 1105 Goettemoeller Road. Gene and his dad
bought the farm in 1976 from Joe and Irene Selhorst who now live in Osgood,
Ohio. Gene and Sharon moved in the St. Rose Parish in September of 1976.
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Gregor and Stella Evers Family

The Evers farm at 1377 Goet-
temoeller Rd. consists of 165 acres.
This farm was purchased by Frantz
Evers on May 24, 1851. He passed it on
to his son Theodor, who passed it on to
his son Henry. Henry and Elizabeth
(Homan) Evers turned the farm over
to Gregor and Stella (Pleiman) Evers
on April 9, 1954.

Gregor married Stella on Sep-
tember 7, 1949. During their ownership
they made several changes, including
adding a milk house and parlor. They
have four children. Willard married
Ellen Weitzel on October 12, 1974 and
lives in the St. Rose Parish with their
five children. Ann is a nurse and lives in Kettering, Ohio. Elaine is a loan sec-
retary and lives in the St. Rose Parish. Roger is engaged to be married to Mary
Lou Wynk on October 21, 1989. He will remain on the home farm.

Roger received the farm from Gregor February 5, 1982. He has added a new
milk set up and freestall barn. He is in dairy and general farming. Roger is the
fifth generation to own the farm.

Willard and Ellen Evers Family

Willard Evers, oldest of four children born to Gregor and Stella (Pleiman)
Evers of St. Rose, was born August 22, 1950. He married Ellen Weitzel, daughter
of Clarence and Regina (Nieport) Weitzel of Sharpsburg on October 12, 1974.
Ellen, born May 30, 1952, is the seventh of 13 children. They purchased land
from Victor Hartings and built their home at 291 Homan Road in the summr of
1974.

Will and Ellen have five children, Julie (age 11), Lisa (age 8), Sara (age 6),
Mark (age 4) and Stacy (age 4 months). Will is employed at Crown Control Cor-
poration in New Bremen and Ellen is a part-time secretary at Maria Stein
Grain.




Edward and Marian Fortkamp Family

Ed, native of St. Rose, worked at
Streackers Inc. in Minster for thirty-
two years. He retired in 1978. He and
his wife Marian (Dibley — from Alb-
ion, New York) have lived in St. Rose
since their marriage in 1948. Their six
children live in different parts of Ohio.

Tony lives in Lancaster with his
wife Shirley (Thompson — from Un-
ionville Center near Marysville) and
their four children and one foster child
— Sarah, Laura, Aaron, Ben and
Sevn.

Terry attends Ohio University
where she is working for her masters
degree in art. She lives with her sister
Peg.

Peg lives in The Plains near
Athens with her son — Joshua.

Betty lives in St. Anthony with her husband Don Eischen and their five chil-
dren — Amy, Cory, Jessica, Margot and Fred.

Gene lives in Sharpsburg with his wife Grace (Homan — from St. Henry)
and their four sons — Ed, Joe, John and David.

Angela lives in Cleveland. She is a pharmacist and is currently working at
the Cleveland Clinic.

Regina Fortkamp Family

Regina Fortkamp of 7364 St. Rt.
119 is from a family of 10 children. She
is the daughter of Frank and
Josephine (Hartings) Fortkamp. Her
grandparents were Frank and Ber-
nadine Hartings and Herman and
Theresia Fortkamp. Regina has lived
here all of her 75 years and has never
married.

Two sisters, Bernadine Mueller
and Anna and four brothers, Herman,
Norbert, Leander and Raymond are
deceased. Erma Bruggeman lives at
Cranberry. Ed lives in St. Rose and
Frank lives in Cassella.
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Leander and Rita Fortkamp Family

Rita® Fortkamp has been a resi-
dent of St. Rose for forty-seven years.
She was born July 3, 1923 to Jacob
Bernard and Joseghine Steggemann
(Stegeman) in Coldwater. Rifa mar-
ried Leander Fortkamp on October 5,
1942. Lee was one of ten children of
Frank and Josephine (Hartings)
Fortkamp. A life long resident of St.
Rose, Lee was born August 25, 1913
and died December 24, 1979. Having
been a milk hauler for twenty-five
years, Lee also worked as a mechanic
at Steacker’s in Minster and later at
Frank Bomholt & Sons in St. Rose.
Rita has been a homemaker, working
at the Mercer County Elks part time
the igset few years.

and Rita had eight children:
Josephine (Ed Grieshop), Anna;
Leander Jr. (Marilyn Sommer), Mins-
ter, three children; Barbara, (Larry
Po Sl?), MeCartyville, two children; Ralph (Linda Boerger), New Bremen, two
c en; Mary, deceased; Marcia (Ben Tebbe), Maria Stein, three chilciren;
and Ron “Herbie”, who lives at home.

This residence has been in the Fortkamp family for over eighty years. Re-
gina, Lee's sister, also call this home. Ron farms the twenty-two Fortkamp
acres.

Dale and Agnes Goettemoeller Family

Dale  Goettemoeller married
Agnes Albers, daughter of Edward
and Regina (Bills) Albers on April 7,
1973. They presently live on the farm
homesteaded by Dale’s ancestors in
1837. Their children are the sixth gen-
eration to live on this farm which is lo--
cated at 2287 Goettemoeller Rd., a
mile and a half northwest of the
church.

They have five children. The twins
are Kurt and Kelly who are 14, Bruce
is 11, Russel is 6 and Leslie is 5. Dale
farms and raises beef cattle and also
has a lime spreading business in which agricultural lime is hauled from Armeco
Quarry of Piqua, Ohio.

Dale is the youngest of six sons of Lawrence (Lou) and Loretta (Wolf) Goet-
temoeller. Lou was very active in local National and World Plowing Competi-
tions and was also a supervisor of the Soil Conservation district. He died of
cancer in 1985. Loretta died in 1987. Dale’s grandfather was Fred Goettemoeller
who served as a County Commissioner until he died in 1936.




Daniel and Esther Goettemoeller Family

Daniel Goettemoeller, son of Emil and Lucinda (Ellerbrock) Goettemoeller,
married Esther Klenke, daughter of Norbert and Victoria (Thobe) Klenke, on
July 8, 1950. They had eight children, Ronald, Carthagena; Ruth MecCurdy, Min-
nesota: Susan Osterfeld, Coldwater; Debra Bodell, Mansfield; Richard, Coldwa-
ter: Randal, Maria Stein; Ann Griesdorn, Maria Stein and Martin, at home.
They also have ten grandchildren.

The Lucinda Goettemoeller Family

Lucinda Goettemoeller was mar-
ried to Emil Goettemoeller (de-
ceased). Their children are Dan, St.
Rose; Paul, St. Henry; David, Salis-
bury, Missouri and Jeanette Crusie,
St. Marys. There are 23 grandchildren
and 20 great grandchildren.
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Randy and Diane Goettemoeller

Randy and Diane (Gremaux)
Goettemoeller were married on June
28, 1986, at St. Mary's Catholic
Church, Decatur, Indiana.

Randy is the son of Daniel and
Esther (Klenke) Goettemoeller, St.
Rose. He was born October 31, 1962.
Diane was born December 22, 1963,
the daughter of Joseph and Rosemary
(Ottenweller) Gremaux, Decatur.

In 1981, Randy graduated from
Marion Local High School. He is self-
employed as a dairy farmer. Diane
graduated from Adams Central High
School and International Business Col-
lege. She is employed as a computer
programmer by the St. Henry Bank.
They live at 2860 Homan Road.

On March 5, 1989, their first child,
Kyle, was born.

Tom and Irene Goettemoeller Family

Tom Goettemoeller, son of Lou
and Loretta (Wolf) Goettemoeller of
St. Rose married Irene Mueller,
daughter of Albert and Bernadine
(Fortkamp) Mueller also of St. Rose
on May 28, 1960 in St. Rose Catholic
Church by Fr. Walter Roth.

They have lived in St. Rose since
their marriage. In 1977 they built their
present home at 2040 Homan Rd.

Tom is employed by Bruns Build-
ing and Supply. Irene is employed by
Marten’s Greenhouse.

They are the parents of three chil-
dren. Tim married Lisa Zehringer
September 29, 1984 and they have a
son Jordan Thomas and reside in Cas-
sella. Lori married Roger Edsinger
November 30, 1985 and reside in Col-
umbus. They have one daughter,
Danielle Elizabeth and one son Eric
Ross. Sherri lives at home.
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Cletus and Marguerite Griesdorn Family

Cletus Griesdorn, son of Julius
and Philomena (Fiely) Griesdorn of
St. Rose and Marguerite Bettinger,
daughter of Arthur and Regina (Hem-
melgarn) Bettinger were married
April 14, 1951 in Coldwater. They lived
in Minster for seven and a half years
and built their present home at St.
Rose in 1958. They have three chil-
dren.

Jeffrey married Rita Barga of
North Star and they live in St. Rose.
Craig married Diane Bruns of St.
Henry and they live in New Bremen
where he teaches High School. Treva
is a student at Wright State University
in Dayton.

Jeffrey and Rita

Jeffrey, son of Cletus and Margue-
rite (Bettinger) Griesdorn, and Rita,
daughter of Eugene and Melva
(Goubeaux) Barga, were married on
October 20, 1978 in St. Louis Church,
North Star. In March of 1979 they pur-
chased and began to remodel the
house located at 7110 St. Rt. 119, Maria
Stein, where they are currently rais-
ing their family; Gwen Marie
(November 27, 1981), Derek Joseph
(October 11, 1984) and Brett Michael
(April 6, 1988).

This real estate was originally
sold to Charles Huber on February 25,
1911 in the amount of $450. Charles
later built a house on this property.
Julius Griesdorn (grandfather of Jef-
frey) purchased the house in 1921. He
married Philomena Hemmelgarn in
June of 1923 and later raised their
family; Luke, Cletus, Thelma
(Barber), Bud and Mark in this house.
Clete and Luke remain living in the St.
Rose Parish.
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Luke and Kathryn Griesdorn Family

Luke. and Kathryn Griesdorn live at 7313 St. Rt. 119. Luke is a truckdriver
for Tuente Stockyards of Osgood and Kathryn is a housekeeper. They have
three children. Tom, Detroit, Michigan, is General Manager of WXYZ TV of
Southfield, Michigan. Ted, Coldwater, is a truckdriver for Tuente Stockyard,
Osgood. Bev Barga is a housewife in Houston.

Edna Hartings Family

Alfred Hartings and Edna Stege-
man were married on November 4,
1939 in Coldwater, Ohio and reside in
St. Rose on State Route 119. Alfred
was the son of John and Bernadine
Hartings of St. Rose. Edna was the
daughter of Gcorge and .Josephine
Stegeman of Coldwater.

They have three daughters. They
are Linda, Judy and Pat. Linda was
born March 24, 1944. She married
Mark Homan and they have five chil-
dren, Brenda, Brian, Bonnie, Brad,
and Beth. They live in St. Henry.

Judy was born July 30, 1945. She
marrietr Jim Hilgefort and they have
four daughters, Susan, Cindy, Donna
and Pam. They live in Ft. Loramie,

Pat was born April 5, 1949. She
married Paul Dwenger and they have
five children, Jenny, Steve, Matt,
Karen and Theresa. They live on
Guadalupe Road.

Alfred passed away on Februar
16, 1974. He was emplﬁyed at Fr
Bomholt and Sons. He lived and
worked in St. Rose all of his life.




Estella Hartings Family

Estella Hartings was born January 3, 1908 in a log house on the same farm
where she now lives at 7208 Huwer Rd. She was the daughter of Henry and Rosa
(Bruening) Hartings who had ten children; Anna (Evers), Joe, Mary, Fer-
dinand, Estella, Hilda (Vanderhorst), Leona (Watercutter), Victor, Henry Jr.
and Sylverius.

Estella’s grandparents had to clear the land and make their living by sell-
ing their crops, wool and livestock. The Miami-Erie canal was completed in
1845, and by 1850 timber also became quite a valuable income for them.

The family of Henry & Rosa
(Bruening) Hartings.
Standing left to right: Mary,
Anna Evers, Joe, Ferdinand
Sitting: Estella holding Syl-
verius, Leona Wattercutter,
Hilda Vanderhorst, Henry Jr.
and Victor.

On March 17, 1989, Estella
died at her home.

Jeff and Joyce Hartings Family

Jeff Hartings is the son of Vernon Hartings and the late Alberta Hartings.
He is a graduate of Marion Local High School and is presently employed at
Crown Controls in New Bremen. On May 9, 1986 he married Joyce Berger and
they have one daughter, Jessica Ann, born October 30, 1986 and a son Jack born
October 5, 1988. They presently rent a house at 7395 St. Rt. 119 which was the
late John Nietfeld residence.
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Kevin and Sandy Hartings

Kevin Hartings and Sandy
Kramer were married on August 11,
1984. Kevin is the son of Vernon and
the late Alberta Hartings of St. Rose.
Sandy is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Victor Kramer of Osgood. Kevin
works at Crown Controls in New Bre-
men and Sandy works for Midmark
Corporation in Versailles. They built
their home at 1489 Voskuhl Rd. in 1987.

Leona Hartings Family

Leona Hemmelgarn was born May
11, 1915 to Leo and Theresia
(Kothman) Hemmelgarn. Leona is
one of seven children. She married
Lawrence Hartings on May 1, 1935.
Lawrence was born July 12, 1911 to
Matthias and Mary (Otte) Harting.
Lawrence is one of eleven children.

Lawrence and Leona were mar-
ried fifty-one years when Lawrence
died May 27, 1986 at the age of 74.
They had eight children: Dolores, Jan-
uary 18, 1936; Wilbert, December 19,
1937; Eileen, September 16, 1942;
Norma, June 18, 1944 (died May 1,
1975); Rosemary, July 2, 1947;
Richard, March 3, 1951; Ronald, Sep-
tember 22, 1953 and Janice, June 11,
1955. Lawrence was a self-employed
farmer and Leona helped at his side.

Leona is a grandmother of 40 liv-
ing grandchildren, 3 grandchildren
are deceased. She is also a proud
great-grandmother of 12 children.
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