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EARLY DAYS AT ST. JOHN

I t  was on  the 13 lh day of October, 1833, that three German immigrants and their
families arrived in Marion Township, Mercer County, from Baltimore. They met in
Baltimore, became friends and decided to settle in the same community. The names
of the three settlers were John Leistenschneider, John Stelzer and John Thomas, the
latter being Protestant. The 1882 History of Van Wert and Mercer Counties, Ohio,
s ta tes  tha t  John  and Margaret  Leis tenschneider  had  seven  chi ldren  when  they
arrived. The three families decided to call their community St. John. The names of
the three men being John made the selection of a name easy. Possibly, the name of
St. John had  been decided upon already when they left Baltimore. It was also that
day that a man named John was ordained Bishop of Cincinnati; Right Reverend John
Purcell.

Families kept coming continuously and as early as  1835 St. John had some 25
fami l i e s .  The  s e t t l e r s  mov ing  in to  t he  communi ty  (Mar ion  and  Granv i l l e
Townsh ips )  came f rom the  "Low Coun t r i e s , "  of nor the rn  German  and  spoke
"Plattdeutsch." They came mostly from a rather small area in Southern Oldenburg,
and adjoining area of Hanover.

In 1845 and  1846 Father Brunner arrived in St. John and built a Convent north
of St.  John, and called it Maria Stein. Eventually, the town of St. John was called
Maria Stein,  and  when the Cincinnati ,  Hamilton and Dayton Railroad arrived in
1881, the western half of the town was called Maria Stein Station. In 1923, the
Railroad left and the whole town was known as Maria Stein.*

*See "History of St.  John Parish," by Henry Leugers, writ ten in 1986, for a more
detailed account.
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St. John Station - 1900
(Maria Stein Station)

Note the railroad track running north and south through town. Take note of the
creamery on the north edge of town, about where Richard Schulze lives today(1999-
2066 St. Rt. 716). This belonged to Charlie Eifert who in 1903 sold it to Louis Henke
of New Bremen who operated it as the White Mountain Creamery until 1912. It was
then moved to New Bremen and eventually became Meadow Gold and part of
Beatrice Dairy Products.
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About 1920 West end of Maria Stein Station. Cy Hausfeld Dwelling (1999 - 7967
St. Rt. 119), Ed Harting [Marge Vehorn, (1999 - 7975 St. Rt. 119) ], John Fortkamp
dwelling [Mary Ann Wenning - (1999 - 7981 St. Rt. 119)1, John Fortkamp Grocery
Store (gone) and Saloon [Komer Kafe - replaced with a new structure in 1998 (7995
St. Rt. 119)1. Note the road is not paved.

The one mile stretch between St. Rose and Maria Stein Station was cemented in
1923. Picture below shows the other side of the street. The house in the foreground
belongs to Jim Ruschau (1999 - 7970 St. Rt. 119).
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1939 - The  house  be longed  to
Herman Leugers [Art Leugers, (1999 -
7980 St. Rt. 119)[. Next is Community
Hall ,  (Leugers Insurance,  1999). The
nex t  bu i ld ing  i s  t he  Ed Har t i ng
Blacksmith shop.

The  last bu i ld ing  on  the  corner is
the  Adam's  Tin Shop  which  was  for-
mer ly  the  Hotel ,  [ pa rk ing  lot ,  (1999-
7990 St. Rt. 119) ].

Ed Hart ing was  the  blacksmith in
town,  (picture about  1935) The next
building is the Adam's Tin Shop.

1935 - Adam's Tin Shop. It was the
former Hotel. Between 1905 and 1910,
it served as many as  65 lunches daily.

I t  i s  now (1999) t he  Leuge r s
Insurance parking lot.
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The Community Hall was built in 1922 and used for many community affairs. It
was also used for public and wedding dances. It gave the young people in the area a
chance to meet and many marriages had their roots at the Community Hall.

1949 - The building on the left is the original Leugers Insurance Office built in
1948.
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1927 - Play at the Community Hall

Joe Fortkamp, Luetta Reichert, Sophia Fortkamp, Louis Lengrich, George
Reichert, Mathilda Heckman, Anthony Fortkamp, Alvina Fortkamp, Pauline
Heckman, Frank Huber.

In 1948 the Hall was sold to the Maria Stein American Legion Post 571. It was
moved to its present location and is now part of the Legion hall. Building on the left
is the John Fortkamp Store.
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1949 - The Community Hall being moved down the highway a fourth of a mile to
its new location on the Legion grounds (8140 St. Rt. 119).

1978 - The American Legion Hall in 1978. Wings were put on both sides of the
old Community Hall to give it its present design.
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Maria Stein American Legion Post 571 was formed in 1946.

In 1952 the Firing Squad marched in a parade in North Star, Ohio.

After the parade, they engaged in some Hi-Jinks by holding a mock funeral and
firing a volley over Digger-O-Dell.

In the picture is Cy Overman, Duke Droesch, Brown Bornholt and Henry Leugers.
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1948 - The original Leugers Insurance office was built in 1948. The site was the
Ed Harting Blacksmith Shop. The Bill Budde Barbershop and Leugers Insurance
shared the lot (7990 St. Rt. 119).
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1978 - In 1970 the insurance office was doubled in size. In 1977 it was enlarged
again. In 1995 it was remodeled again.
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About 1915 - John Kleinhenz Stockyard in St. Rose driving hogs one mile down
119 to Maria Stein Station for shipment by  train. The Knapke farm and Cyril
Hausfeld home is in the background. (1999)

This shows the need, in those days, for a fence in front of each home, such as the
fence in front of the Arthur Leugers home for many years. John Fortkamp Store is in
the background.
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1917 - Bond Rally, World War I. Military equipment was brought in  by train.
Note the Hotel across the street. Jim Ruschau house is in the background.

1917 - Henry Wiseman Saloon is  in the background. This is the site of the Korner
Kafe parking lot now (1999).
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1917 - Back left, the Maria Stein Lumber Co.; back right, Maria Stein
Grain Co. (8010 St. Rt. 119).

1978 - Korner Kafe. Owners since the turn of the century:

H. Kavelder LJ. Mescher Clete Heitbrink & Roger Schwieterman
Henry Wissman Ed Shenking Roger Schwieterman
John Fortkmap Bill King Bob & Jeff Schwieterman
Eyink & Feldhake Ted Girton & Randall VanSkiver

The above building was replaced by the present Korner Kafe in 1997.
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About 1930. Horse down in front of what now (1999) is the Korner Kafe. (at that
time it was owned by Lawrence Mescher). Trying to assist are Tony Rolfes, Ed
Harting and Henry Tangeman.

OIL

About 1936. 1. Ludwig Hausfeld
2. Lawrence Mescher
3. Henry Tangeman

7. Bill Henke
8. Richard Pohlmann

4. Ben Ruschau
5. Unknown
6. Ed Harting
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C.H. & D. Railroad (1881 to 1923) north and south thru town.

Ludwig Hausfeld - Last Station Master before Railroad was abandoned in 1923.
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About 1920 - Some of Maria Stein Grain Co. buildings still in use in 1999.
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1978 - Maria Stein Grain Co. from about the same position as the above photo-
graph.
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Abou t  1950 - George  Re iche r t

Tractor Sales. Originally built in 1929
by Fred Heckman and Joseph Fortkamp
as  a John  Dee re  Trac tor  Agency.
Located on  the  s i t e  of t he  Ra i l road
Station. Now the site of the new Maria
Stein Grain Co. Sales office. (1999)
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In the 1930's - Popular
advertising sign located where
the Carry-out Stands today.
(1999)
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1917 - The Anthony Kleinhenz Fence Co. sold and put up fences. Picture shows
Tony Kleinhenz, Henry Budde, Sr., and young Joseph Kleinhenz. The location was
along the Railroad track just north of the Train Station. Just north of the Fence Co.
was the Charlie Eifert Creamery.

1917 - Fence being unloaded.
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1924 - Maria Stein Lumber Co. Closed in 1925. Located between today's Elevator
and Maria Stein Oil Co. (1999)

1. Ben Ruschau, Carpenter
2. Charles Seitz, Lumber yard employee
3. Leo Moeller, Owner

About 1905 - Sawmill and Hoop Factory on south edge of Maria Stein Station
(south of present Maria Stein Grain Co., 1999). Owned at various times by Joseph
Seitz - John and Henry Kleinhenz. It was operated by a C.J. Davisson for the
Independent Hoop Co. when it closed in 1910.
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With the help of his son, B.C.,
he made a small-scale model
out of a cigar box and built
into i t  a rotary paddle
distributor, with the blades set
at an angle. Filling the box with
cha f f ,  he operated the
distributor with power from the
d r i vewhee l  of a sewing
machine.

After further experimentation,
Oppenheim was convinced his
Idea had promise, and in Oc-
tober, 1899, he broke ground for
the f irst,  factory building a t
Mar la  Stein. He resigned his
teaching job and together with
his son. a neighbor* boy, Henry
Synck, and another neighbor,
Fred Heckman, began work on
what people called ‘‘Op-
penheim’s New Idea."

After months of building and
testing, six spreaders were
completed and sold. Manure
was spread widely and the
mechan i sm quickly was
nicknamed “ the widespread,"
Oppenheim died of typhoid in
1901, but his widow, using the
insurance money left by her
husband ,  continued the
operation with the help of Synck
and her oldest son.

The business grew rapidly
and by 1910 i t  had outgrown
the Maria Stein factory and re-
located In Coldwater. A second
line of farm implements, the
transplanter, was added in 1912,

It is ironic that the man in-
strumental in the success of
Avco New Idea never saw his
brainstorm advance past the
fledgling stage, and Joseph
Oppenheim probably would be
surprised that his creation, the
f i r s t  successful manure
spreader, could turn the original
New Idea Spreader Works Into
a corporate giant.

Tomorrow as part of a year-
long celebration of "75 years
service to  agriculture," the
Coldwater-based company w i l l
hold a day-ldng open house with
plant tours and exhibits. And
undoubtedly the Oppenheim
success story will be retold
many times during the ob-
servation.

Oppenheim, a schoolmaster at
Maria Stein, apparently first
contemplated a better way of
moving manure because of the
intermittent absenteeism of the
farm boys i n  his classes. They
had to stay home several days
each week to unload manure
from wagons. Some crude
wagon unloaders were in use
at the time, but were im-
practical as they did not spread
the material any wider than the
width of the wagon bed.

Oppenheim apparently got his
inspiration while watching a
game of " tom bal l ”  In the
school yard, noticing that when
the ball was struck with the
bat — a flat board — held at
different angles i t  was deflected
to one side or the other.

JOSEPH OPPENHEIM began manufacture of his first
manure spreader in the factory pictured below, which
was located at Maria Stein. Several years later, after
outgrowing its facilities, the New Idea Spreader Co.
moved to a new plant in Coldwater. Today the plant
covers 33 acres and almost 2,000 people are employed
in production alone.

by Scott Garivick

Wednesday Evening, July 31, IB74
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New Idea Factory - about 1905. Located across the alley from Velma Heitbrink
home (1999 - 8025 St. Rt. 119).

Note: Tom Kleinhenz barn, upper right.

First New Idea manure spreader sold in 1898. Above plant used from 1900 to 1910
when it was relocated in Coldwater, Ohio. Employed 30 to 40 people.

New Idea Factory - about 1905. Another view.
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About  1898 - Manure  unloader  "Manufac tured  by  John M.  Kramer and Bro.
Machine Works - Maria Stein, Ohio" Note - no  beaters.

Joseph Oppenheim experimented with the help of Kramer, Fred Heckman and
Henry Synck on a workable spreader. John Kramer had worked out  a gear arrange-
ment  that  wou ld  move the  manure  to the  back of the  spreader.  Fred Heckman
worked ou t  the folding seat and Joseph Oppenheim worked ou t  the beaters and
gears to spread the manure.

And thus, was born the "New Idea" manure spreader.

——-

About 1900 - Oppenheim's "New Idea" Spreader. Note: Beaters.
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About  1900 - Picture taken from
Kramer Machine Works looking east.
House belonged to John Kramer. Now
it belongs to Fred Buening (1999 - 8050
St. Rt. 119).

Note St. John Church in the back-
ground.

Below - 1922 - The last day the train
ran thru Maria Stein. The Children
seated in front of the New Idea build-
ing ,  are: Paul Kle inhenz ,  Mary
Kleinhenz and Joe Kleinhenz.
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1895 - John M. Kramer's original Machine Shop, Foundry and Blacksmith Shop.
It burned down in 1896. Replaced by a new Machine Shop. When sold it became the
Budde Bros. Garage. It was located on what now is the Maria Stein Oil Co. (1999 -
8010 St. Rt. 119). The above building and the new machine shop is where much of
the planning for the New Idea Manure Spreader took place.

About 1900 - Kramer's new Machine Shop and employees. #2. Joe Koester;
#4. John Kramer; #5. Bernard Knapke; #6. August Droesch; #9. Mike Gagel;
#10. John Synck.
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About 1907 - Kramer Gas Drilling Rig. John Kramer, Henry Wendeln, August
Droesch. Many homes in Maria Stein were heated with natural gas, supplied by
John Kramer.

About 1914 - John Kramer family [Fred Buening Home, (1999 - 8050 St. Rt. 119).
Side door was entrance to The Marion Telephone Co. Office and switchboard.

Standing: Henrietta (Ashman), Mary, Regina (Esser), Armella (Wendel)

Front: Sister Mary Ida, John and  Caroline Kramer, Medard
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1925 - Marion Telephone Co. repair truck. August Droesch repairman. John M.
Kramer started Telephone Co. in 1898. Son, Robert Droesch is the boy in the truck.
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1929 - Marion Telephone Co. repairmen - South edge of Chickasaw on Ohio 716.
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About 1918 - August and Cathryn Droesch and three oldest children in front of
their house. House today belongs to Mark Droesch (1999 - 8051 St. Rt. 119).

About 1938 - Aloys Knapke, John Homan, August Knapke and Frank Mescher
putting in tile.
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Abou t  1910.  Henry  and  Nora
Kramer and daughter  Stella. (Located
where the Carryout and Feltz dwelling
are today (1999 - 8023 St. Rt. 119).

The  bu i ld ing  on  the  r igh t  a t  one
time was used as  a grocery store, post
office, hardware store, plumbing shop,
and finally as  the Budde Barber Shop.

Abou t  1935 - I n  1924 Bill Budde
started a Barber Shop in front of the old
Kramer building. Tony Harting had an
electrical  and  p lumbing  shop  in  the
rear.

Across t he  s t r ee t  i n  t he  open  lot ,
(now the Maria Stein Oil Co. 1999), was
located the first tennis court in the area,
a clay court.

In 1958, Mark Droesch bought  and
dismantled the building using the sal-
vageab le  l umber  t o  cons t ruc t  t he
Carryout  and  ad jo in ing  house ,  ( now
Feltz dwelling 1999).
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About 1915 - Maria Stein Station looking west from about where Fred
Buening resides today. (1999 - 8050 St. Rt. 119)

About 1930 - Budde Brothers: August, Bill, Henry and Lawrence. Bill was the
barber. August, Henry and Lawrence in 1917 bought the Kramer Machine Shop and
operated it as an automobile garage for many years.
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About 1920 - High water in Maria Stein Station. Picture taken from Kleinhenz
front yard showing Budde Garage (former Kramer Machine Shop), and the Maria
Stein Lumber Yard on the right.

About 1920 - Same high water. Close-up view of the Lumber Yard and the
Elevator. When the Lumber Yard was removed, the site became the Tennis Court for
many years.
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1978 - Maria Stein Branch of The Saint Henry Bank, 8111 St. Rt. 119. (Opened
1975)

ANIMAL
CUMIC-

1978 - Maria Stein Animal Clinic, 8155 St. Rt. 119. (Opened by  Dr. George
Wenning in 1968)
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About 1910 - House is the location of Bernard and  Liwatt Boecke farm. Brick
house was buil t  about  1880. (now the Nieberding farm, 1999, - 1/2 mile north of
Maria Station, 2497 Rolfes Road.)
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Liwwat Boeke died in 1882. Her  papers and  drawings  lay in  the attic of this
house for forty years and another 50 years later surfaced in  Dayton, Ohio.

The papers were compiled and put  into a book by Luke Knapke, Minster, Ohio,
published in 1987.
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May 20, 1928 - Tony Voskuhl and his son, Father Julian Voskuhl, who was
ordained to the priesthood this day.

Procession leaving St. Charles Seminary for Maria Stein on Father Julian's ordi-
nation, May 20, 1928.
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1918 - Clem Brandewie on his farm one mile south of Maria Stein, Ohio, 1440
Rolfes Road.

Sister Mary John
Eleanora Brandewie

Sister Engelina
Rosalie Brandewie

Sister Dorothy
Clementine Brandewie

About 1934 - Clem's sisters
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About 1925 - In 1893, Dr. Alois J. Willke started practicing medicine in Maria
Stein. His office was located on what is now the Gagel Hardware Parking lot (1999).
Dr. Alois Willke's son George was practicing medicine and lived in the above prop-
erty when the picture was taken. In 1931, his brother Dr. Edgar Willke took over the
office, practice and dwelling. (Now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Gene Imwalle, 1999 -
8459 St. Rt. 119).

About 1955 - The doctor's office was moved to the present location, 8381 St. Rt.
119, and the practice continued under Dr. Don Schwieterman (Son-in-law of Dr.
Edgar Willke.) Dr. Don retired in July 1997. But before retiring his son, Dr. Jim
Schwieterman joined the practice in 1991 and Don's son Tom joined in 1996. Dr. Jim
and Dr. Tom are continuing the practice.
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1888 Plat Map of St. John's, Mercer County, Ohio Atlas.
Note that our church, at that time, faced west.
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1900 Plat Map St. John's. Mercer County, Ohio Atlas, 1900.

1. Our present church
2. The girl's school
3. The parish hall
4. The boy's school (later the High school)
5. The Saw Mill (site of old St. Johns Building)
6. Westgerdes Hardware Store (burned 1913)
7. Dr. Alois Willke's office and home, (now Gagel Hardware Store parking lot, 1998)
8. Dwelling occupied by a Mr. Sweller. Could have been the dwelling built

in 1850 by a man named Topp from the lumber of the first church.
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1837 - First church at St. John. Started in 1836 and completed in the spring of
1837. Sketched by Liwwat Boeke, parishioner, in 1837.
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A local artist's concept of what our second church probably looked like, drawn by
C.J. Heitbrink, 1985. The church was completed in 1850; it was 40 by 50 feet, made of
brick with a 55 foot wood steeple. In 1857, an addition was added on the east end,
making it a T- shaped building. It faced west and was located about where our pres-
ent church is today.
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Picture about 1925. St. John's third church was dedicated on November 11, 1891.
Built of brick and sandstone trim, it was built at a cost of $40,135.

In 1906, the priest's house was completed at a cost of $8,000.

Note the teacher and organist's house on the right.
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1986 - Note that one tier of windows in the tower and the fake clock are gone; this
was done in 1957. The wall in front of the church is also gone.
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1946 - May Crowning. Note the communion rail and pulpit.
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Burial - St. John Cemetery.A self-portrait by Liwwat Boeke.

LIWWAT BOKE (Elizabeth Boeke) A remarkable woman who lived in St. John
Parish, from 1835 to the date of her death in 1882.

See Forward in "History of St. John Church" by Henry J. Leugers, 1986.

See "Liwwat Boke (1807-1882) Pioneer." Compiled and edited by
Luke B. Knapke in 1987.
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May 5, 1957 - Sodality officers, Louis Zumwald, Leonard Homan, Urban Berning
and Johnny Heitkamp presenting the keys to a 1957 Plymouth to Father George Kraft
on the occasion of his Silver Jubilee as priest.

1985 - St. John Graveyard with the church in the background.
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1925 - St. John Choir

WEDDING DAY - Mr. & Mrs. Aloys Hausfeld

Back Row:

Clem Brandewie
Albert Hausfeld
Aloys Gagel
Oscar Eifert
Medard Kramer
George Reichert
Leonard Goecke
Aloys Hausfeld
Fred Wendeln

Front Row:

Edward Goecke
Charles Eifert
George Adams
Frank Moorman
Ben Ruschau
Joseph Bernard
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1922 - Father Otto Missler - Ruby Anniversary (40th)

Center RowFront Row Back Row

1. Unknown
2. Fr. Sixtus Meyer
3. Fr. John Rahrle

1. Fr. Francis Nigsch
2. Fr. Otto Missler
3. Fr. Anthony Dick

1. Fr. Tom Meyer
2. Fr. Boebner
3. Unknown
4. Fr. R. Schmaus
5. Fr. Otto Weber
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About 1907 - The Eifert home. Note: Girls' School in background.
The street was paved about 1920. Now, the church parking lot (1999).

About 1917 - Lee and Oscar Eifert in their yard.
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1836 - First St. John School, completed in 1836. Sketched by Liwwat Boeke. John
Reichert was the first teacher.
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