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DEDICATION

I dedicate this book to my loving family:

Posthumously, to my wonderful husband, Johnnie, my Rock, who shared with me overfifty years cr

wedded bliss. He encouraged me and supported me in all my endeavors. Although not genealogi-

cally inclined, he was always willing to listen and seemed to enjoy hearing about my research find-

ings.

Posthumously, to my son, Jack, an easygoing, laid back guy. He was loved by all, a mentor to

many, and left this world way too soon.

To my surviving children, Mickey, Patty and Don, who make me proud of their ways in life and

their many accomplishments. They are the joys in my life and the loving support in my waning

years.
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POEMS

For Those We Love

“Our  Father, Who art in heaven," hear this little prayer,

And reach across the miles today, that stretch from here to there,

So I may feel much closer, to those I'm fondest of,

And they may know I think of them, with thankfulness and love,

And help all  people, everywhere, who must often dwell apart,

To know that they're together in the haven of the heart!

— Helen Steiner Rice

The Joy of Unselfish Giving

Time is not measured by the years that you live,

But by the deeds that you do and the joy that you give,

And each day as it  comes, brings a chance to each one,

To love to thefullest, leaving nothing undone,

That would brighten the life, or lighten the load,

Of some weary traveler, lost on life's road.

So what does it matter how long we may live,

If as long as we live, we unselfishly give.

— Helen Steiner Rice

Used with permission of

The Helen Steiner Rice Foundation
Suite 2100, Atrium Two

221 East Fourth Street

Cincinnati OH 45202





EMIGRATION FROM GERMANY

Emigration from Germany to America became prevalent around 1830. Some reasons for

such movement include the fact that land ownership was difficult to obtain, wages in Hol-

land, to where many emigrated prior to 1 830, dropped significantly, and people were enticed

by advertisements depicting America as the land of freedom and dream fulfillment.

In earlier years farmers experienced prosperity and learned to live carelessly, thinking that

such fife would go on forever. It soon became otherwise. The country went into debt, and

taxes were increased. This burdened the tenant farmers (huermans) since property holders

took as much as they lawfully could from renters. Complaining of conditions could mean

loss of the privilege of  renting because there were more renters available than places to rent.

Favorable reports from America enticed farmers to migrate.

Emigration changed conditions in Germany. The land owners had to relent somewhat from

charging renters high rental rates, and requiring greater work loads. Generally, the oldest son

in the family would inherit the farm, leaving younger sons without the opportunity for land

ownership. In America there was a greater opportunity to purchase land and pass it on to de-

scendents. This enticed some children of land owners who would not inherit land, as well as

renters, to leave for America. Because of this, large sums of inheritance money sometimes

accompanied people to America.

All Bertke ancestors whom 1 have researched, came from the same general area in northwest-

ern Germany, known as the Kingdom of Hanover. Roots of the Bertke family lie in the

towns of Ankum and Kettenkamp, a short distance north of Ankum. The Fullenkamp family

came from Thiene, a small town near Teutingen, located just south of  Ankum. The Goecke

family came from Merzen, which is south of Ankum, and the Ashman family relocated from

Bersenbruck, a larger town east of  Ankum. All of these towns or communities were located

in the county “kreis” of Bersenbruck in the Kingdom of Hanover, hi early years ( 1692 -

1814) Hanover was a crown principality “kurfurstentum.” Later (1814 - 1866), it was
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known as a kingdom “konigreich,” and still later (1866 - 1945) it was a province “Prov-

inz" of Prussia. In 1945 it became the major portion of tire state “herzogtum” of Lower

Saxony “Niedersachesen.”

The immigrants were good, courageous, capable and hard working people. They came to

America to find a new life and were willing  to do what was necessary to accomplish their

goal. After leaving their country, they had few ties to their homeland and family left be-

hind. How difficult  that must have been! We must admire and appreciate all that they

have done for us.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF MARIA STEIN

Three pioneer families, those ofjohn Stelzer, John Leistenschneider, and John Thomas, met

in Baltimore, Maryland, and traveled together to Ohio. They settled down in St.John, which

later became Maria Stein. About that time, 1833, Rt. Rev. John the Baptist Purcell was con-

secrated Bishop of the Cincinnati Archdiocese. Because all four had a first name ofjohn, the

settlers decided to call the town St.John, and they chose St.John the Baptist as the patron

saint of the future Catholic Church. Before they could construct a log cabin church, settlers

had to walk to Stallotown, now Minster, to attend Mass and have babies baptized. Tire first

child bom in St. John was named John, son ofjohn Stelzer and Franzeska “Frances” Siegrist.

Frances Siegrist Stelzer was the sister of George Andreas Siegrist, my husband s great grand-

father. John Stelzer was the original owner of 26 lots in St John, including the one that my

parents purchased before they were married in 1928.

The first St.John the Baptist Church was built near, or a short distance east of the site where

the present church is located. It was constructed of large oak logs, made from trees grown in

the area. The church was dedicated and the cemetery blessed in 1837, about the same time

my great, great grandfather, Bernhard Bertke, and his family arrived in the area. A larger

church was built in 1 847 and the beautiful brick church, which stands today, was completed

in 1 894. It is the church where my parents, my brother and I, and many of my uncles, aunts,

cousins, nieces and nephews received the sacraments of baptism, holy Eucharist, confirma-

tion and matrimony.

In 1845 a cornerstone was laid for a dwelling and chapel for the Sisters of the Precious Blood.

It was dedicated in the following year and given the name “Maria Stein.” Father J. M. Gartner

was given a collection of relics in Rome. He brought them to the Sisters in Maria Stein for

safekeeping. The St.John parishioners took up a collection to raise money to build a relic

chapel, with the condition that none of the relics be taken away and placed elsewhere. Father

Gartner contributed over a thousand dollar's of his inheritance for the chapel. Placing the

relics with the Sisters upset Bishop John Purcell. He was wishing for the relics to be placed
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somewhere in Cincinnati. As a result of his action, the Bishop ordered Father Gartner to re-

turn to Wisconsin and never return to Maria Stein. Without ever seeing the finished chapel,

with the precious holy relics, Father Gartner died in 1877. His last letter to Maria Stein that

year stated, “My  heart, my love, remains with the work at Maria Stein.” I have read other re-

ports indicating that Bishop Purcell was not always open-minded in his decision making

process.

The early schools in Maria Stein, started as early as 1837, consisted of separate buildings for

boys and girls. These schools served the town children. As the population in the area in-

creased, more schools were needed. This prompted the building of many one room schools.

About 1930, a three story school in Maria Stein was built with federal funds. This building

housed twelve grades. I attended this public school for twelve years (1935 - 1947), and all

grade school classes were taught by Precious Blood Nuns. At that time 100% of the students

were Catholic, just as the great majority, if  not all, of students are today. For many years, the

country schools continued educating grade school children, who were sent to the new

school for their high school education. The name of the school was Maria Stein, then

changed to St. John, and later to Marion Local, which it  is today. However, the three story

school, which was located across the street from St.John Church, was unable to accommo-

date the growing population. In 1955 a new high school was built in Maria Stein Station, a

mile or so west of the original site, and in 1977 a new elementary school was built near the

high school. Later, the old three story school was razed for a parking lot for church parish-

ioners.

In the mid 1830’s, businesses were started in Maria Stein. Besides a general store, businesses

included a black smith shop, wooden shoe factory and a carpentry shop. My great grandfa-

ther, John Bernard Goecke, was the town carpenter. Some of his children were entrepre-

neurs. His son, Henry, conducted the undertaking business, had a furniture store and a brick

manufacturing plant. Another son, John Bernard, Jr., sold and repaired shoes. A son-in-law,

Frank Westgerdes, and his brothers, opened a hardware store, which included the post office

where Frank was the first postmaster. His granddaughter’s husband, Ludwig Hausfeld, was

the last station master when the railroad ran through Maria Stein Station. With a railroad in
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Station, the Spreader Works was established. It manufactured manure spreaders, and

became New Idea in later years and was moved to Coldwater, Ohio. During these years,

most of the residents in the area were fanners with large families. They worked to provide

for the family and teamed together for harvesting, butchering and socializing. Weddings

were great social events, usually celebrated in the family homes. After the marriage cere-

monies in the church, neighbors and friends came together to honor the new couples with

all day feasts of food and dancing late into the night. Dances were held in the bam with

small local orchestra groups providing the music. Later, halls were built by organizations,

such as the American Legion and Knights of St.John, where most wedding receptions are

held today.

The German Catholic Heritage of the area of Maria Stein inspires strong organizations.

Such is the Knights of St.John. The St. Rochus Commandery 3 1 3 was organized in 1898.

My grandfather, Henry Bertke, was nominated chairman pro tern and his brother-in-law and

my great uncle, Frank Westgerdes, was nominated secretary pro tern to conduct the first for-

mal meeting. Three men appointed to write the by-laws included another great uncle, Henry

Goecke. At a follow up meeting, five of the nine elected officers were Bertke and Goecke an-

cestors. 1 find it interesting that the first business matter was a motion that all business trans-

actions be held in English, and if  requested, it would be explained in German. The uniform

rank was also established at that meeting. Over the years many of my Bertke family relatives

have joined the organization, held office positions and become members of the uniform

rank. Both my father and my brother were members of the uniform rank when they died in

1932 and 2008.

The Sisters of the Precious Blood have also been a great presence in Maria Stein. The order

was established in Switzerland in 1834 by Maria Anna Brunner, an elderly widow, who was

inspired by the redemption, reparation and reconciliation through the Precious Blood of

Jesus. The sisters came to America in 1844 and established the motherhouse in Maria Stein

in 1846. They came to minister to German immigrants in the archdiocese. Over the years

they taught in schools, cared for the elderly and provided facilities for retreats and other

functions. As mentioned earlier, the sisters taught in Maria Stein Schools as well as in other
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public schools in Mercer County. In 1923, when the order outgrew the motherhouse in

Maria Stein, they moved to Trotwood, partly to be closer to an urban area. The building in

Maria Stein is now known as the Maria Stein Center. It is home to an adoration chapel, the

Shrine of the Holy Relics, a museum and a gift shop. It  also features a courtyard and garden

with statues and memorials. The Sisters of the Precious Blood prayed and ministered at

Maria Stein for more than 160 years.
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INTRODUCTION

I have compiled and arranged the data in this book so that I might share the information with

my family. I have no intention of publishing my book for purposes other than leaving

information about my ancestors for family members interested in genealogy.

My book contains four chapters, which consist of data that I have obtained in my

genealogical research during the last twenty years. They also include stories from my

memory and side notes involving my ancestors. I hope that some of the stories make our

ancestors “come alive” for you. Those ancestors include my Bertke family, from my father,

Ado, back to many who came before him. The first chapter is the longest. It includes the

history and descendent outlines of my Bertke ancestors. The succeeding three chapters

contain information on ancestors of the Fullenkamp, Goecke and Ashman families. They

are shorter to eliminate redundancy or duplication of data in the Bertke chapter. I have not

included descendents beyond my father in the history section. The descendent outlines

contain all names that I have obtained to date, but I realize that many names are missing. I

apologize to those whose names are not included. The appendix contains maps of Germany

and Mercer County, Ohio, where my ancestors came from and where they settled upon their

arrival in the U.S.A.

Some of the research done on tire Bertke family history was passed on to me by relatives who

came before me. In addition, cousins who gathered information on their families (families of

siblings of my father) include Omer Bertke, Sister Martha Bertke (Lucille), Junita

Steinbrunner, Emily Bruns, Jeanette Schmiesing, Ken Kremer and Adella Golden. Other

distant relatives who provided info include Susan Pawlosky, Jim Scharf, Dick Howick, Gene

Bertke and Frank Clager. All  of their input is greatly appreciated. I am especially grateful to

Aunt Louise Bertke Bruns and my mother; Justine Bruns Bertke, for saving the newspaper

clippings and memorial death cards that helped me get started in my genealogical endeavor

to bring the stories of my family together. Finally, I appreciate my daughters, Mickey and

Patty’s, help in proofreading the completed project.
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My resource material includes family histories and family trees, federal census records,

agricultural census records, tax records, probate court records, deeds, plat books and atlases,
county history books, cemetery books, obituary records, newspaper articles, death cards,
family members’ stories and much more. I have not documented my sources properly, but 1

try to give credit where credit is due. I apologize if  I have overlooked some area, but have not
done so intentionally. If  I have made errors, I am sorry, and would appreciate their being

brought to my attention. I hope that you will  enjoy the book as much as I have enjoyed

putting it  together.

Martha Lou Bertke Siegrist
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ANCESTOR CHART

Ancestors of Ado Oscar Bertke

Henry Herman Bertke
b: August 25, 1820 in Ankum, Hanover, Germany
m; April 14, 1847 in Ohio
d; May 18, 1895 in Maria Stein, Ohio

John Henry Bertke
b: June 30, 1 859 in Maria Stein, Ohio
m: April 25, 1883 in St. John Church, Maria Stein,
Ohio
d: June 16, 1934 in Maria Stein, Ohio

Maria Elizabeth Eullenkantp
b: April 15, 1825 in Germany
d; January 10, 1861 in Maria Stein, Ohio

Ado Oscar Bertke
b: April 04, 1903 in Maria Stein, Ohio
nt: April 24, 1928 in St. John Church, Maria Stein,
Ohio
d: April 15, 1932 in St. Rita Hospital, Lima, Ohio •
Burial in Maria Stein, Ohio

John Bernard Goecke
b: May 29, 1826 in Sutchlarzcn, Germany
d: April 30. 1885 in Maria Stein, Ohio

Mary Agnes Goecke
b: November 22, 1861 in Maria Stein, Ohio
d: August 29, 1941 in Maria Stein, Ohio

Mary Ashmarin
b: September 08, 1831 in Damme, Germany
d: December 22, 1926 in Maria Stein, Ohio
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CHAPTER 1
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Descendants of Gerd Henrich Bertke

Generation No. 1

1. Gerd Henrich 1 Bertke was born in Germany, and died Bef. 1837 in Germany.

Notes for Gerd Henrich Bertke:

Gerd Henrich Bertke was married to Catharina Adelheid Reiling. They were my great, great, great grandparents.

They lived in the area of Ankum, Germany, and attended the Catholic Church in Ankum, which burned, and was re-

placed by what is now St. Nikolaus Catholic Church. The date of Gerd Henrich's death is unknown but Catharina

died March 28, 1837 at Basum, Germany at the age of 73. Exhibit 1-1

Children of Gerd Bertke and Catharina Reiling are:

2. i. HEINRICH BERNHARD 2 BERTKE, b. November 11, 1787, Kettenkamp, Hannover, Germany;

d. November 07, 1851, Maria Stein, Ohio.
ii. HERM GERD HENRICH BERTKE, b. May 05, 1791; d. May 13, 1792.
iii. ANNA  CATHARINA ELISABETH BERTKE, b. May 11,1 793.

iv. JOHANN HENRICH BERTKE, b. July 25, 1797.

Generation No. 2

2. Heinrich Bernhard 2 Bertke (Gerd Henrichl) was born November 1 1, 1787 in Kettenkamp, Hannover, Germany,

and died November 07, 1851 in Maria Stein, Ohio. He married Adelheid Bohemann October 29, 18 14 in Ankum,

Hanover, Germany.

Notes for Heinrich Bernhard Bertke:
Heinrich Bernhard was my great, great grandfather. Information obtained from St. Nikolaus Catholic Church

records in Ankum, Germany, indicate that Bernard Bertke was baptized Henrich Bernd. Later, in records of his chil-

dren's baptisms, he was listed as Johann Bernd. In America he became known as Bernard Bertke, Sr. The name

Bertke was known as Bodke in Germany. Early federal census record spellings include Badkey, Bedke, Bartka and

Bertke. I understand that some descendants who live in California today spell their name Bertken.

The Bertke /Bohemann family lived at Kettenkamp, and in some records, is noticed "in Beeren Scheuren” or "in

Behren Scheune.” That means they lived in the bam of the Behre-farm and probably were "Heuerleute” - farm labor-

ers at the Behre-farm. Many people of the area emigrated in the beginning of the 19th century to America, hoping

for a better future. In Germany, they had no chance to get property.

Gene Bertke, my third cousin, who lives in Cincinnati, shared some family information, post cards, pictures and a

map of Ankum, Germany, with me after he and his wife visited with relatives in Germany in 1 999. Tire Bertke farm

in Germany is now owned by Aloys Bertke. Aloys’ sister, Antonia Huslage and husband, Georg, live in Loeningen,
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Germany. Wilhelm and Maria Bertke live in Halle, Westfalen. Their son, Volkmar was communicating with Gene
via e-mail. Exhibits 1-2, 1-3
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Exhibit 1-2 Bertke Farm in Germany

On July 27, 1837, several months after the death of his widowed mother, Bernhard Bertke and Adelheid Boehemann
Bertke, along with their five children, boarded the "Lucilla Copen" at Bremen, Germany. There were 147 people

recorded as disembarking tire ship at Richmond,
Virginia on October 2, 1837. Tire Bertke family
listed their previous residence as Kettenkamp, a
small village north of Ankum, Germany. The pas-
senger list indicates that there were eight members
of the family, but names of only seven are listed.
Besides Bernhard and Adelheid, the five children
listed are Catherine, Bernhard, Heinrich, Diedrich
and Gerhard. It is possible that the name of the
youngest child, Henn Bernard, was inadvertently
omitted. His name is included in a record of family
members obtained from St. Nikolaus Catholic
Church in Ankum, Germany. Exhibit 1-4

�v

Exhibit 1-3 Home of Aloys Bertke now
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According to records of family members, the family went up to the headwaters of the James River and went overland
to the headwaters of the Kanawha River where they built a raft. They went up the Little Miami River some fifty  miles
and crossed over to the Great Miami River near what is now Dayton, Ohio. Following the Great Miami north to
what is now Sidney, Ohio, they followed the high ground to the southeast part of Mercer County, near the village of
Maria Stein, Ohio.

Records in the Mercer County Recorder's Office indicate that Bernhard Bertke purchased 60 acres of land, in Sec-
tions 23 and 24 of Marion Township, from Charles Hirschfeld, on October 8, 1838, for $440. That became the first
Bertke homestead. It is located on St.Johns Road at the west end of the area originally known as St.John, and just
west of St.John the Baptist Catholic Church. The farm is north of State Route 119 and across from what is now The
Maria Stein Spiritual Center. The farm later became property of Bernhard's oldest son, Bernard, Jr. On June 17,
1854 he purchased an adjoining 20 acres for $656. Later the farm was passed to Bernard's son, Mathias and later, to
Mathias's son, Rudolph Bertke. During the Great Depression Rudolph lost some of the land to a Coldwater Bank.
Today the land is owned and farmed by Ted Heitkamp, and the address is 2430 St.Johns Road, Maria Stein, Ohio.
(An interesting side note: Ted is the son of Leonard Heitkamp, son of Rose Bruns Heitkamp, whose father, Bernard
Bruns, was a brother of my maternal great grandfather, Henry A Bruns. So the original Bertke homestead is now
home to one of my Bruns family descendants, a third cousin.) The wooded area just north of the original convent
land was part of the Bertke homestead. After clearing some of the woods, the area was the gathering place for the
early Bertke Family Reunions. Exhibits 1-S, 1-6, 1-7, 1-8

Bernard Bertke, Sr. died in a tragic accident by a falling
tree. This is covered later in Bernard, Jr. history. He is
buried in St.John cemetery although there is no tomb-
stone marking the grave site. I obtained a record of his
death from the Historical Archives of Chancery, Arch-
diocese of Cincinnati, Ohio. His wife, Adelheid, is
probably buried there, too, although I have been unable
to obtain any record of her death. She is included in the
1840 census record but not in the 1850 record.

Notes for Adelheid Bohemann:
Adelheid, wife of Bernard Bertke, Sr., was known as
Maria Aleid Boemann in Germany. Her family name
was sometimes written Bohmann or Bohemann. At the
present time, I have no information on her ancestors.

Exhibit 1 -6 Site of Bernard Bertke Homestead-
Hotne of Ted Heitkamp now

Children of Heinrich Bertke and Adelheid Bohemann are:
i. CATHERINE’ BERTKE, b. August 28, 1815, Ankum, Germany; d. Abt. 1839, Auglaize County,

Ohio.

Notes for CATHERINE BERTKE:
Catherine was baptized Maria Catharina on August 31, 1815, according to records at St. Nikolaus Catholic Church
in Ankum, Germany. She was 22 years old when she came to America with her parents. After arriving in Marion
Township, Mercer County, Ohio, she went to work as a cook at one of the camps for workers building the Miami
and Erie Canal. She died suddenly and was buried near die canal, somewhere between Lock #2 and St. Marys, Ohio.

19



3. ii. BERNARD BERT KE, b. November 24, 1817, Ankum, Hanover, Germany; d. November 18, 1905,
Maria Stein, Ohio.

4. iii. HENRY HERMAN BERTKE, b. August 25, 1 820, Ankum, Hanover, Germany; d. May 1 8, 1895,
Maria Stein, Ohio.

iv. MARIA ELISABETH BERTKE, b. November 18, 1822, Ankum, Germany; d. Ankum, Germany.
5. v. JOHANN THEODOR (DIETRICH) BERTKE, b. May 26, 1825, Ankum, Germany; d. June 02,

1879, Cincinnati, Ohio - Buried in St.John Cemetery, Cincinnati, Ohio.
6. vi. JOHANN GERHARD (GEORGE) BERTKEN, b. October 29, 1828, Ankum, Germany; d.

Mariposa County, California - Buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery.
vii. HERM BERNARD BERTKE, b. November 30, 1833, Ankum, Germany; d. Bef. 1840.

Notes for HERM BERNARD BERTKE:
Herm Bernard Bertke, whose name was omitted from the passenger list, was only three years old when his parents
brought the family to America. The manifest indicated 8 family members but Us ted only seven names. 1 have found
no records for him, and assume he probably died shortly after arriving in America. He is not listed with the family in
the Census records for 1840.

Exhibit 1-7 Bertke Field- site of Bertke Reunions

Generation No. 3

3. Bernard 1 Bertke (Heinrich Bernhard2, Gerd Henrich 1 ) was born November 24, 1817 in Ankum, Hanover, Ger-
many, and died November 18, 1905 in Maria Stein, Ohio. He married (1) Hagedorn. He married (2) Anna Maria
Pelzer. He married (3) Mary Niehaus. He married (4) Lieberatha Kunkier 1858 in Ohio.

Notes for Bernard Bertke:
Bernard Bertke was the older brother of my great grandfather, Henry Herman. He was baptized Herm Bernd Bertke
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on August 27, 1820 according to records at St Nikolaus Catholic Church in Ankum, Germany. He came to America
with his parents when he was 20 years old. Bernard and lais brother, Henry Herman, married and settled down in
Mercer County. They were some of the earliest settlers of Marion Township.

Bernard had four wives. His first was a Hagedorn. She died just a few months after their marriage. His second wife
was Anna Maria Pelzer. They had one daughter, Elizabeth, who married Bernard Vehorn. A daughter of Elizabeth
and Bernard, Anna, married John B. Goecke, who was a brother of my grandmother, Agnes Bertke. John and Anna
were living next door (east) to my parents, Ado and Justine Bertke, when they were married in 1928. Aunt Annie, as
my mother called her, was good to my mother. She could go to Aunt Annie for all kinds of information or help.
Annie was the person my mother ran to after I fell from the top of the stairs at home when I was less than one year
old. I was knocked unconscious for a short period of time, scaring my mo th er half to death. I came around but un-
derstand that I was awakened every hour for a period of time at Aunt Annie's recommendation. Exhibit 1-9, 1-10

After several years of marriage, Bernard was widowed again. His third wife was Mary Niehaus. This marriage pro-
duced four children: John Bertke, Anna (Henry Herman) Schwieterman, Mary (Bernard) Knapke, and a daughter
who married a Birkemeyer. The Birkemeyers moved to Oregon via the Oregon Trail.

After a number ofyears, Bernard's third wife died. He then married Liberatha Kunkier. From this union, the follow-
ing children were bom: Mathias, Bernard and Frances. In addition to the children bom in wedlock with Bernard,
Libertha had a previous son conceived out of wedlock. The child's father was the son of a royal German Family. This
child carried his mother's name and was known as Eustice Kunkier. Bernard lived on the family homestead. His fa-

ther, Bernard Sr., lived with the family until he died.

Bernard's son, Mathias, took over tire first Bertke homestead. Mathias and his wife, Mary Puthoff, reared nine chil-
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1

Exhibit 1-9 Bernard Vehorn & Elizabeth Bertke Family
Rear: Rose Thobe, Christina Clune, Emma Liening, Mary Brunswick, Anna Goecke, and

Philomena Bruns is one of the last two
Front:  Ferdinand, Elizabeth, Bernard and John

dren. Bernard's son, Bernard (really Bernard III  ), married M. Katharina Knapke, and they spent their married life in
Cranberry Prairie, where he was proprieter of Cranberry General Store. They had thirteen children. Bernard’s
daughter, Frances, married Peter Niekamp and lived in Chickasaw where they farmed and reared a family of seven
children.

A short history written by William Bertke, son of Mathias Bertke, tells of the tragic death of his great-grandfather,
Bernard, Sr. (my great, great grandfather). William states that his grandfather, Bernard, Jr. showed him repeatedly the
spot where Bernard, Sr. was killed by a falling tree. Bernard, Jr. told William that he placed the heart and other or-
gans back into his father's body following tire accident. In his history, William tells of other interesting tid-bits,
which his grandfather passed on to him, usually, as they sat to rest in the shade as they worked together on the farm.
He told of chasing deer from the com fields, malting cornmeal in the hollow area in a stump with rocks and an axe,
about the utensils used over an open fire, the cholera epidemic, the bushwackers, and how they overcame tremen-
dous obstacles. He told about Annie Oakley, whom he knew well, and how she would hunt on his farm. He told of
seeing Annie take the lead goose out of a triangle with a rifle. He also told William about their first church and about
the Precious Blood Missionaries coming to Mercer County in the 1830's.

In his history, William told an interesting story. In the fall of 1905, his grandfather was very ill  and required constant
care. His father, Mathias, would stay up all night with Bernard, Jr. This threw tire burden of farm work onto William
and his brothers. They were able to manage, with the help of neighbors, until corn husking time. In those days, corn
husking was a very slow process. When he saw twenty or more nuns in the convent fields, husking corn, an idea
struck him. Without knowledge of his father, he went to the convent to see the Mother Superior and related his
story. She listened and asked him to return the next day. When he returned, Mother Superior told him that she had
gone over some records and found that in 1 83O's, when the Precious Blood order was started in America, they ob-
tained much help from his grandfather. It was a debt that had never been paid, so they would husk the com. In just
one week, the corn was husked.
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Child of Bernard Bertke and Anna Pelzer is:
7. i. ELIZABETH 4 BERTKE, b. February 15, 1844, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. May 05, 120, Maria Stein,

Ohio.

Children of Bernard Bertke and Mary Niehaus are:
ii. CATHERINE 4 BERTKE, b. 1 847; m. ? BIRKEMEYF.R.

8. iii. JOHN BERTKE, b. November 07, 1849, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. October 14, 191 1, Carthagena,
Ohio.

9. iv. ANNA BERTKE, b. July 07, 1852, Guadalupe, Mercer County, Ohio; d. May 21, 1936, Franklin
Township, Mercer County, Ohio - Buried in Guadalupe, Ohio.

10. v. MARY BERTKE, b. 1855.
vi. ADDITIONAL  CHILD BERTKE.

Children of Bernard Bertke and Lieberatha Kunkier are:
1 1. vii. MATHIAS  4 BERTKE, b. May 03, 1859, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. October 29, 1944, Maria Stein,

Ohio.
12. viii. BERNARD JOSEPH BERTKE, b. February 02, 1861, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. April  03, 1937,

Cranberry Praire, Mercer County, Ohio.
13. Lx. FRANCES BERTKE, b. 1865, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. 1960, Chickasaw, Ohio - Buried in St.

Sebastian.

4. Henry Herman3 Bertke (Heinrich Bernhard 2, Gerd Henrich 1 ) was born August 25, 1820 in Ankum, Hanover,
Germany, and died May 18, 1895 in Maria Stein, Ohio. He married (1 ) Maria Elizabeth Fullenkamp April 14, 1847

in Ohio, daughter ofjohann Fullenkamp and Maria Rickelmann. He married (2) Katherine Kreiger August 19, 1862.

Notes for Henry Herman Bertke:
Henry Herman Bertke was my great grandfather. He was bap-
tized Herm Henrich Bertke on August 27, 1820, according to
records at St. Nikolaus Catholic Church in Ankum, Germany.
Herman Henry, also known as Henry Herman or Henry, Sr.,
with the help of his father and brother, cleared some ground
just east and adjoining the old homestead in Section 24 of
Marion T ownship. He purchased 80 acres of land on May 3,
1843 for $260. A cabin was built and Henry, Sr. married Eliza-
beth Fullenkamp ofJackson Township, Auglaize County on
April 14, 1847. Onjune 17, 1854, he purchased 20 acres of
adjoining land for $567, and on March 29, 1 865, he added 40
acres for $ 1800. The agricultural census of 1860 states that he
owned 4 horses, 5 milk cows, 4 other cattle, 7 sheep and 20
swine with a total livestock value of $320. Farm crops in-
cluded 160 bushels of wheat, 300 bushels of corn, 250 bushels
of oats, 30 bushels of barley, 20 bushels of potatoes, 25
pounds of wool and 150 pounds of butter.

Herman Henry and Elizabeth were parents of 10 children of
which 3 sons and 2 daughters lived to adulthood. Elizabeth
died in 1861 at the age of 35, just six days after giving birth to
twin boys, who also died. Eighteen months later, Henry, Sr.
married Katherine Krieger with whom he fathered two more
children. Exhibit 1-10 Aunt Annie and me
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Henry, Sr. fanned the land and in 1895, the deed for 140 acres was transferred from Henry, Sr., widower, to Henry,
Jr., also known as John Henry Bertke, for $3000. From Henry, Jr. die land was transferred to his son, Ivo, twin
brother of my father, Ado. From Ivo it went to his son, Stanley Bertke, who lives there today. Aunt Christine, Ivo's
widow, lived with Stanley and Betty and their family until her death in 1978. The farm is located on Kremer Road,
north ofRoute 119, at the east end ofMaria Stein. Herman Henry also purchased tracts ofland, south ofCassella in
Section 3 1 of Marion Township, and land in Granville Township, which were passed on to his sons. Exhibit 1-11

Henry was active in civic affairs. He was elected to serve as a Marion Township Trustee in 1866, 1869, 1870 and
1871. He died in May, 1895, about one year after die deadi of his second wife, Katherine. He and both of his wives
are buried in St.John Cemetery, Maria Stein, Ohio.

There were so many Bernards and Henrys in the Bertke Family that it is hard to keep diem straight. As is done today,
sometimes individuals are called by their second name instead of the first given name. From the above records, you
can see diat sometimes names were completely changed over a period of time, and spellings were changed in the
process of translating names from German to English.

Sh

J
Exhibit 1-11 Site of Herman Henry Bertke homestead- home of Stanley Bertke now

Children of Henry Bertke and Maria Fullenkamp are:
14. i. BERNARD4 BERTKE, b. January 17, 1848, Marion Twp., Mercer County, Ohio; d. June 05, 1913,

Cranberry Praire, Mercer County, Ohio.
15. u. MARY CATHERINE BERTKE, b. February 05, 1 849, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. October 06, 1 870.
16. iii. MARY  ELIZABETH BERTKE, b. October 3 1, 1850, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. August 20, 1925,

Celina, Mercer County, Ohio.
iv. ANNA  MARY  BERTKE, b. August 23, 1 852, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. December 03, 1 859, Maria

Stein, Ohio.
v. ANNA  ELIZABETH BERTKE, b. April 07, 1854, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. December 15, 1859.
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vi. JOHN HENRY BERTKE, b. February 04, 1856, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. February 04, 1856, Maria

Stein, Ohio.
17. vii. ANTON FRED BERTKE, b. January 17, 1857, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. February 19, 1936, Cassella,

Mercer County, Ohio.
18. viii. JOHN HENRY BERTKE, b. June 30, 1859, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. June 16, 1934, Maria Stein,

Ohio.
ix. JOHN (TWIN) BERTKE, b. January 04, 1861, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. January 05, 1861, Maria

Stein, Ohio.
x. JOSEPH (TWIN) BERTKE, b. January 04, 1861, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. January 05, 1861, Maria

Stein, Ohio.

Children of Henry Bertke and Katherine Kreiger are:

19. xi. JOSEPH BERNARD 4 BERTKE, b. April 10, 1864, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. March 25, 1935, Osgood,
Mercer County, Ohio.

20. xii. ROSA PHILOMENA BERTKE, b. February 05, 1 866, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. March 04, 1922,

Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio.

5. Johann Theodor (Dietrich) 3 Bertke (Heinrich Bernhard2, Gerd Henrich 1 ) was bomMay 26, 1825 in Ankum,

Germany, and died June 02, 1879 in Cincinnati, Ohio - Buried in St.John Cemetery, Cincinnati, Ohio. He married

Maria Franziska Heitman Abt. 1850, daughter ofJohn Heitman and Margaretha Luckmann.

Notes for Johann Theodor (Dietrich) Bertke:
Johann Theodor (Dietrich) was twelve years old when he came to America with his parents. He lived with his family

in Marion Township, Mercer County, until he moved to Cincinnati, where he met and married Frances Heitman.

Their married life was spent in the Cincinnati area. He and Frances and most of their family are buried in St.John

Cemetery in Cincinnati.

Notes for Maria Franziska Heitman:
Maria Franziska, known as Frances in America, came from Goldenstedt, Germany with her family in 1832, when

she was three years old. Her family settled in Cincinnati, Ohio. She and Dietrich were married there and reared

their family in Hamilton County. 1 will  add another interesting note for my family. Franziska was.a' rl'rijffisiste.c.

of my maternal grandmother’s (Bemardine Wendeln Bruns) brother’s wife. Christian Wendeln was married to

Sophia Heitman. Finding such connections in relatives make genealogical research interesting.

Children ofjohann Bertke and Maria Heitman are:
i. EDWARD 4 BERTKE.
ii. FRANCES BERTKE.
iii. KATHARINA BERTKE.
iv. JOHN GERHARD BERTKE, b. October 03, 1851; d. August 13, 1871, Cincinnati, Hamilton

County, Ohio.
v. ANNA  MARIA  PHILOMENA BERTKE, b. September 15, 1856; d. September 23, 1858,

Cincinnati, Hamilton County, Ohio.
vi. HEINRICH BERTKE, b. August 23, 1861; d. September 22, 1904.
vii. FRANK DIETRICH BERTKE, b. August 22, 1 867; d. November 0 1 , 1 87 1 , Cincinnati, Hamilton

County, Ohio.
viii. WILHELM B BERTKE, b. May 18, 1871.
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6. Johann Gerhard (George) 3 Bertken (Heinrich Bernhard 2 Bertke, Gerd Henrich 1 ) was bom October 29, 1828 in
Ankum, Germany, and died in Mariposa County, California • Buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery. He married Johanna
Egenhoff 1859 in California.

Notes for Johann Gerhard (George) Bertken:
Gerhard (George) Bertke was about nine years old when he came to America with his family. He lived with his fam-
ily  until he left for Cincinnati, sometime before 1 850. He was no longer living with family in Mercer County accord-
ing to census records for 1 850.

A short history, passed on to me by a cousin, Susan Pawlosky, who received it  from one of George's descendants liv-
ing in California, states that he left Cincinnati in a covered wagon and arrived in California in 1854. In California he
changed his surname from Bertke to Bertken. He married Johanna Egenhoff, whose brothers were friends of his. At
the time, George was running a store in a small mining town, Agua Fria. George and Johanna lived and died in Mari-
posa County. They and most of their family are buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery in Mariposa County, California.

Notes for Johanna Egenhoff:
Johanna Egenhoff and her sister, Christine, came to America from Emden, Germany, and it could be said that they
were mail order brides. Their brothers, who were friends of George Bertken, arranged for them to be married to
George and another friend of George, George Stewart. A Bertken descendant states that tire sisters sailed around
Cape Horn to San Francisco. There they took a small boat to Stockton and a stagecoach to Snelling. From Snelling,
they rode horseback to Agua Fria. Hie sisters were wed to the Georges in a double wedding ceremony.

Children ofJohann Bertken and Johanna Egenhoff are:
i. ADELAIDE 4 BERTKEN, b. Mariposa County, California; d. Mariposa County, California - Buried

in Odd Fellows Cemetery.

More About ADELAIDE BERTKEN:
Cause of Death: Typhoid Fever

21. ii. JOHANN DIETRICH "DICK" BERTKEN, b. Mariposa County, California; d. Mariposa County,
California - Buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery.

iii. DAVID  BERTKEN, b. Mariposa County, California.
iv. BEN BERTKEN, b. Mariposa County, California; d. Mariposa County, California - Buried in Odd

Fellows Cemetery.

More About BEN BERTKEN:
Cause of Death: Alcoholism

22. v. WILLIAM BERTKEN, b. Mariposa County, California.
23. vi. JULIUS BERTKEN, b. Mariposa County, California; d. Mariposa County, California - Buried in

Catholic Cemetery.
24. vii. GEORGE JOHN BERTKEN, b. 1874, Mariposa County, California; d. 1954, Mariposa County,

California - Buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery.
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Generation No. 4

7. Elizabeth4 Bertke (Bernard 1, Heinrich Bernhard 2, Gerd Henrich 1 ) was bom February 15, 1844 in Maria Stein,
Ohio, and died May 05, 1920 in Maria Stein, Ohio. She married Bernard Vehorn.

Children of Elizabeth Bertke and Bernard Vehorn are:
i. CHRISTINAS VEHORN, m. ? CLUNE.
ii. EMMA VEHORN, m. ? LEIS1NG.
in. FERDINAND VEHORN, m. ELIZABETH.
iv. MARY  VEHORN, m. BERNARD BRUNSWICK, Maria Stein, Ohio.
v. PHILOMENA VEHORN, m. ? BRUNS.
vi. ROSA VEHORN, m. ? THOBE.
vii. JOHN VEHORN, b. October 24, 1865, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. October 27, 1919, Maria Stein,

Ohio; m. ELIZABETH ROLFES.
viii. ANNA  VEHO RN, b. February 07, 1 864, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. June 24, 1 933, Maria Stein, Ohio;

m.JOHN BERNARD GOECKE, November 29, 1882.
ix GEORGE VEHORN, d. Infancy.
x EDWARD VEHORN, d. Infancy.

8. John4 Bertke (Bernard1, Heinrich Bernhard 2, Gerd Henrich') was born November 07, 1849 in Maria Stein, Ohio,
and died October 14, 191 1 in Carthagena, Ohio. He married (1) Bemadina Clune. He married (2) Carolina
PuthoffAbt. 1892.

Children ofJohn Bertke and Bemadina Clune are:
i. JOSEPH BERNARD 5 BERTKE, b. September 1 3, 1 878, Carthagena, Ohio; d. January 03, 1 950,

Celina, Buried in Carthagena, Mercer County, Ohio; m. CATHERINE LEHMAN, September 02,
1903.

ii. JOHN BERTKE, b.June 24, 1880.
iii. GERHARD BERTKE.
iv. ANNA  BERTKE, m. ? W1NHOVEN.
v. REGINA BERTKE, m. WILLIAM SCHMITT.
vi. DAUGHTER BERTKE, m. PETER STUDER.

Children ofjohn Bertke and Carolina Puthoff are:
vii. DETRICK L. 5 BERTKE, b.June 26, 1900, Carthagena, Mercer County, Ohio; d. Toledo Medical

Center, Buried in Celina, Ohio; m. ALMA  M. SCHULTE, May 05, 1926.
viii. HENRYJOHN BERTKE, b.July 03, 1893, Carthagena, Ohio; d.July 14, 1933, TB Hospital, Lima,

Ohio; m. ROSE OSTERFELD.
ix JERRY BERTKE.
x JOSEPHINE BERTKE.
xi. TWO FEMALES BERTKE.
xu. THREE MALES BERTKE.
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9. Anna4 Bertke (Bernard 3, Heinrich Bernhard2, Gerd Henrich 1 ) was bomjuly 07, 1852 in Guadalupe, Mercer
County, Ohio, and died May 21, 1936 in Franklin Township, Mercer County, Ohio - Buried in Guadalupe, Ohio.
She married Herman Henry Schwietennanjune 30, 1871, son ofjohn Schwieterman and Mary Buschor.

Children ofAnna Bertke and Herman Schwieterman are:
i. ELIZABETH5 SCHWIETERMAN, b. May 18, 1872, Franklin Township, Mercer County, Ohio; d.

May 28, 1873, Franklin Township, Mercer County, Ohio - Buried in St. Sebastian Cemetery.
ii. BERNARD J. SCHWIETERMAN, b. January 29, 1874.
iii. XAVIER  SCHWIETERMAN, b. August 22, 1876.
iv. FRANCIS SCHWIETERMAN, b. October 22, 1878.
v. ANNA  KATHERINE SCHWIETERMAN, b. March 1 2, 1 88 1 , Franklin Township, Mercer

County, Ohio; d. 1955.
vi. R1 CHARD SCHWIETERMAN, b. August 1 1, 1883, St. Sebastian, Mercer County, Ohio; d.

February 14, 1922, Minster, Auglaize County, Ohio - Buried in Carthagena, Ohio.
vii. ROSA SCHWIETERMAN, b. September 23, 1885, Montezuma, Mercer County, Ohio; d.

April 07, 1978, Minster, Auglaize County, Ohio - Buried in Montezuma, Ohio.
viii. ELENORA SCHWIETERMAN, b. December 28, 1888, St. Sebastian, Mercer County, Ohio; d.

August 02, 1954, Summersville, Union County, Ohio - Buried in Guadalupe, Ohio; m. JOSEPH
DORMEYER

ix. ANNA  MARIA SCHWIETERMAN, b. February 02, 1 890, St. Sebastian, Mercer County, Ohio;
d. 1 893, St. Sebastian, Mercer County, Ohio.

x. MARY CECELIA SCHWIETERMAN, b. J anuary 2 1, 1 892.
xi. REV. ROMAN PAUL SCHWIETERMAN, b. March 01,1 896, Franklin Township, Mercer

County, Ohio; d. August 10, 1985, Carthagena, Mercer County, Ohio.

10. Mary4 Bertke (Bernard 3, Heinrich Bernhard 2, Gerd Henrich 1 ) was bom in 1855. She married Bernard Knapke
Aft. 1873.

Notes for Mary Bertke:
Mary married Bernard Knapke after his first wife, Mary Catherine, died. Mary and Mary Catherine were first
cousins. Their fathers, Bernard and Henry Herman were brothers.

Children of Mary Bertke and Bernard Knapke are:
i. CATHERINE 3 KNAPKE, m. B EM LAMMERS.
ii. JOHN KNAPKE, m. ELIZABETH BRUNS.
iii. JOSEPH KNAPKE, m. CATHERINE BRUNS.
iv. ROSE KNAPKE, m. AUGUST EVERMAN.
v. HERMAN KNAPKE, b. 1880; d. November 08, 1955.
vi. FRANCES R KNAPKE, b. November 24, 1886, Maria Stein, Mercer County, Ohio; d. 1967,

Coldwater, Mercer County, Ohio; m. ( I )  JACOB J. HEIN, November 22, 1910; St.John Church,
Maria Stein, Ohio.

vii. VICTORIA M. KNAPKE, b. November 28, 1892; d. 1 969, St. Henry, Mercer County, Ohio; m.
JOSEPH L. KLENKE.

viii. FRANK E. KNAPKE, b. July 15, 1895, Maria Stein, Mercer County, Ohio; d. 1976, Maria Stein,
Ohio; m. REGINA EYINK, May 10, 1922, Chickasaw, Ohio.

28



1 1. Mathias4 Bertke (Bernard 5, Heinrich Bernhard 2, Gerd Henrich 1 ) was born May 03, 1859 in Maria Stein, Ohio,

and died October 29, 1944 in Maria Stein, Ohio. He married Mary Puthoff November 19, 1884 in Maria Stein,
Mercer County, Ohio, daughter of Henry Puthoff and Catherine Schmiesing.

Children of Mathias Bertke and Mary Puthoff are:
i. GEORGE FRANCIS5 BERTKE, b. June 29, 1886, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. April 22, 1942,

Cincinnati, Hamilton County, Ohio; m. KATHRYN BIMMERLE, August 16, 1911.
ii. WILLIAM FELIX BERTKE, b. November 20, 1889; m. BERNADINE KEMPER, September 10,

1913, Maria Stein, Mercer County, Ohio.
iii. STELLA BERTKE, b. May 16, 1892; d. January 02, 1972; m. JOHN KEMPER, August 03, 1915.
iv. ARTHUR EDMUND BERTKE, b. June 12, 1895, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. August 07, 1977,

Cincinnati, Hamilton County, Ohio; m. FRANCES JULIA LESTER, June 04, 1919, St. Francis
DeSales Church, Newport, Campbell County, Kentucky.

v. RUDOLPH BERTKE, b. May 02, 1 897, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. April 19, 1971, Maria Stein, Ohio;
m. ( 1) HELENAJOSEPHINE WINT; m. (2) ANNA  S. (SYNCK) REIGELSPERGER.

vi. RAYMOND LEWIS BERTKE, b. November 25, 1900, Maria Stein, Mercer County, Ohio; d.
December 19, 1986, Covington, Kentucky; m. MARGARET ROSALIA VOLKER1NG, August 30,

1924, Covington, Kentucky.
vii. PRISCILLA BERTKE, b. January 02, 1902; m. JOSEPH HUELSKAMP, April 26, 1922, St.John

Church, Maria Stein, Ohio.
viii. CYRIL B. BERTKE, b. November 30, 1905, Maria Stein, Mercer County, Ohio; d. November 28,

1948, Covington, Kentucky; m. ALMA  ANNA  VOLKERING, June 28, 1933, Covington,
Kentucky.

ix. HAROLD BERTKE, b. May 13, 1908, Maria Stein, Mercer County, Ohio; m. MARCELLA
DAVIS, 1929, Assumption Church, Cincinnati, Ohio.

12. Bernard Joseph4 Bertke (Bernard 5, Heinrich Bernhard 2, Gerd Henrich 1 ) was bom February 02, 1861 in Maria
Stein, Ohio, and died April 03, 1937 in Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio. He married M. Katharina Knapke

May 22, 1 888 in Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio, daughter ofJ. Knapke and Johanna VandenBosch.

Children of Bernard Bertke and M. Knapke are:
i. MATILDA 5 BERTKE, b. March 15, 1889, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio; d. 1960,

Rome City, Indiana.

Notes for MATILDA BERTKE:
Matilda entered the convent and became Sister Evangelista.

ii. ANNA ELEONORA "NORA" BERTKE, b. September 24, 1890, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer
County, Ohio; d. June 25, 1962, Portland, Indiana; m. FRANK STAUGLER, Cranberry Prairie,
Mercer County, Ohio.

iii. ROSA MARIA BERTKE, b. February 07, 1892; d. February 07, 1966; m. JOHN ALBERT
R1NDLER, 1919, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio.

iv. ANNA  LAURINA  BERTKE, b. March 08, 1894, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio; d.June

14, 1905, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio.
v. FRANK LEO BERTKE, b. October 1 7, 1 895, Carthagena, Mercer County, Ohio; d. October 22,

1949, Marion, Indiana; m. AGNES MUHLENKAMP, May 22, 1928, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer
County, Ohio.
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Notes for FRANK LEO BERTKE:
Frank Bertke was owner of general store in Cranberry Prairie, Ohio

vi. CAROLINE M. "CARRIE" BERTKE, b. February 18, 1898, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County,
Ohio; d. September 25, 1920, Dayton, Montgomery County, Ohio; m. RICHARD
KLOSTERMAN.

vii. ANDREWJOSEPH BERTKE, b. February 13, 1900, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio; d.
1972, Jacksonville, Florida; m. (1) FLORENCE O'KEEFE; m. (2) RAF1E O'BRIEN.

viii. ALMA  BERTKE, b. November 27, 1901, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio; d. November
10, 1973, St. Henry, Ohio; m. ANDREW NIEKAMP, June 14, 1921, St. Francis Church, Cranberry
Prairie, Ohio. Exhibit 1-12,1-13

is. ANNA  BERTKE, b. September 10, 1903, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio; m. JOSEPH
DICKENSHEETS, August 07, 1929.

x. EDMUND BERTKE, b. August 22, 1905, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio; d. March 25,
1971, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio; m. MARCELLA POST, June 22, 1932, St.
Wendelin, Ohio.

xi. ADELINE BERTKE, b. March 08, 1907; m. LEO M. BELLERT, July 02, 1932.
xii. HENRIETTA BERTKE, b. February 17, 1909, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio; d. May 09,

1996, Dayton, Montgomery County, Ohio; m. CHARLES WILLIAMS, April  20, 1963, New Jersey.
xiii. AGNES BERTKE, b. February 12, 1911, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio; d. March 14,

1911, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio.

Exhibit 1-12 Andrew & Alma Niekamp Family
Rear: James, Joan Rammel, Thomas, Paul, Andrew, Jr., Ethel Rinderle, and Lester

Front:  Alma, Kathleen Pulskamp, Phyllis Miller  and Andrew, Sr.
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13. Frances4 Bertke (Bernard 3, Heinrich Bernhard 2, Gerd
Henrich 1 ) was bom 1865 in Maria Stein, Ohio, and died

1960 in Chickasaw, Ohio - Buried in St. Sebastian. She
married Peter Niekamp September 25, 1883 in St. John

Church, Maria Stein, Ohio, son ofjohan Niekamp and
Anna Stammen.

Children of Frances Bertke and Peter Niekamp are:

i. RICHARD 5 NIEKAMP
ii. CLEM NIEKAMP, b. 1885.
iii. CATHERINE NIEKAMP, b. 1 886.
iv. FRED NIEKAMP, b. 1 889.
v. MATHILDA  NIEKAMP, b. 189 i ; m.

HEITKAMP.
vi. L1BERATTI NIEKAMP, b. 1893; m. FRANK

EYINK.
viL LEO NIEKAMP, b. 1898; m. MARY HUBER.
viii. CHILD NIEKAMP. .

I

Exhibit 1-13 Andrew and Alma Niekamp

.. P 'O

1 4. Bernard4 Bertke (Henry Herman 3, Heinrich Bem-

hard2, Gerd Henrich') was bom January 17, 1848 in Mar-
ion Twp., Mercer County, Ohio, and died June 05, 1913
in Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio. He married
(1) Bemadine Bramlage Abt. 1875. He married (2)
Catherine Fiely Abt. 1882, daughter ofWilliam Fiely and

Elizabeth Holthouse.

Notes for Bernard Bertke:
Bernard was Grandfather Bertke's oldest brother. He
lived on a farm in Cranberry Prairie, in Granville Town-
ship. According to information passed on to me by his
grandson, Reverend Erwin, a Catholic Priest, his farm-
land was very soggy and difficult  to farm. The area was
known as a "bog" which gave it the name Cranberry
Prairie. Bernard felt it was the least desirable of all farms
passed on to the sons of my great grandfather, Herman
Henry. Later, when the area was drained, ground was
very fertile. Exhibit 1-14

Exhibit 1-14 Bernard Bertke and Bernadina
Bramlage and daughter, Theresa - 1877
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Exhibit 1-15 Bernard Bertke and Catherine Fiely

Children of Bernard Bertke and Bernadine Bramlage are:
i. THERESA MARIE' BERTKE, b. December 01, 1876, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio; d.

March 07, 1964, Dayton, Ohio, Montgomery County - Buried in Celina, Ohio; m. JOSEPH
ALOIS WENZKE, November 26, 1896, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio.

ii. HENRY BERTKE, b. February 04, 1881, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio; d. February 05,
1881, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio.

Children of Bernard Bertke and Catherine Fiely are:
iii. JOHN 5 BERTKE, b. May 07, 1883, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio; d. January 22, 1969,

St. Francis Hosp., Cincinnati, Ohio • Buried in St. Joseph Cemetery; ni. ELIZABETH (LILLIAN)
HEING. Exhibit 1-15

Notes for JOHN BERTKE:
John Bertke was my father's first cousin. He did not enjoy farming. When he was 21 years old, he moved to Cincin-
nati, Ohio, where he opened a Butcher Shop in the west side of Cincinnati, selling meats. His obituary described
him as a "West End Grocer.” His family were members of St. Lawrence Church. He operated a store at 735 Clark
Street, and later at 819 Clark Street, for more than 50 years before he retired at age 75.

iv. FRANCES BERTKE, b. October 07, 1884, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio; d. August 12,
1963; m. ERNEST MEYER.

v. HENRY BERTKE, b. March 03, 1 886, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio; d. March 09,
1952; m. SOPHIA MEYER.

vi. CATHERINE BERTKE, b. October 12, 1889, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio; m.
JOSEPH WALTERS.

vii. FRANK BERTKE, b. December 02, 1892, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer County, Ohio; d. December
19, 1932; m. FRANCES PETERS, St. Leo's Parish, Fairmont, Ohio, near Cincinnati.
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15. Mary Catherine4 Bertke (Henry Herman3, Heinrich Bernhard2, Gerd Henrich 1 ) was bom February 05, 1849 in

Maria Stein, Ohio, and died October 06, 1870. She married Bernard Knapke August 1 1, 1868.

Children of Mary Bertke and Bernard Knapke are:

i. HENRY 5 KNAPKE, b. 1869; m. MARGARET HA E. VANDERHORST.

ii. BERNARD (TWIN) KNAPKE, b. 1870; d. Celina, Mercer County, Ohio; m. CAROLINA

BRUNS, May 04, 1897.
Hi. CATHERINE (TWIN) KNAPKE, b. 1870; d. 1870.

16. Mary Elizabeth 4 Bertke (Henry Herman 3, Heinrich Bernhard 2, Gerd Henrich’) was born October 31, 1850 in

Maria Stein, Ohio, and died August 20, 1925 in Celina, Mercer County, Ohio. She married Henry Knapke February

22, 1870.

Notes for Mary Elizabeth Bertke:
Mary Elizabeth and her husband, Henry Knapke, lived on a farmin Hopewell Township, Mercer County, Ohio.

Exhibit 1-16

Ii

Children of Mary Bertke and Henry Knapke are:
i. CATHERINE5 KNAPKE, b. May 21,

1871; d. March 27, 1926; m. JOSEPH
INTECHEN, July 30, 1887.

ii. MARY E. KNAPKE, b. November 02,
1872, Mercer County, Ohio; d. March 19,
1950; m.JOHN PUTHOFFJuly

04,1893.
Hi. ANNA  KNAPKE, b. October 1 1, 1 874; d.

April 23, 1950; m. BASIL HALSMA,
September 17, 1901.

i v. HERMAN HEN RY KNAPKE, b.
December 28, 1876; d.January31, 1877.

v. BENJAMIN KNAPKE, b. February 26,
1878; d. February 28, 1878.

vi. JOSEPH KNAPKE, b. February 06, 1 880;
d. February 10, 1945; m. ETHEL
H0W1CK, November 27, 1907.

vii. JACOB AUGUST KNAPKE, b. May 06,
1882; d. January 09, 1961; m. ISABELLE
MCKIRNAN, November 21, 1907.

viii. AGNES ROSA KNAPKE, b. April 15,
1884; d. January 08, 1950; m.JOHN
HO WICK, January 07, 1908.

ix. CAROLINE "CARRIE" KNAPKE, b. July

13, 1886; d. May 17, 1952, Doctor's
Hospital, Cleveland, Ohio; m. MICHAEL
ALBERT SCHOCH, May 16, 1912.

x. JOHN KNAPKE, b. February 26, 1888; d.
September 15, I960, Hopewell Township,

Mercer County, Ohio; m. ( 1 ) ELIZABETH

BRUNS, March 02, 1900; m. (2) ISABEL
STELZER, June 20, 1946.

xi. MALE KNAPKE, b. 1888.

Exhibit 1-16 Four generations with Mary Elizabeth
Bertke Knapke and her family
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17. Anton Bred ’ Bertke (Henry Herman3, Heinrich Bernhard1, Gerd Henrich 1 ) was bom January 17, 1857 in Maria
Stein, Ohio, and died February 19, 1936 in Cassella, Mercer County, Ohio. He married (1) Elizabeth Everman No-
vember 22, 1881, daughter of Bernard Everman and Mary Linnaman. He married (2) Philomena Fiely January 23,
1893, daughter of William Fiely and Elizabeth Hohhouse.

Notes for Anton Fred Bertke:
Anton, better known as Fred, lived in Cassella, Ohio where he farmed. The farm, located on what is now Minster Ft.
Recovery Road, was purchased in 1878 by Herman Henry Bertke. He sold it to his son, Fred, in 1881, when Fred
was married. In later years, when Fred's son, Leo, was married, the farm was passed on to Leo, and Fred moved into
town. Fie then lived on what is now Cassella Montezuma Road, near what is now Route 119.

Fred was an older brother of my grandfather. After leaving the farm, he owned and operated a small grocery store in
Cassella. My sister-in-law, Sister Helen Marie Siegrist, a Sister of Providence, told me of an incident from her child-
hood. Fred sold candy in his store. When small marshmallow candies, shaped like ice cream cones, first arrived in
his store, Helen hungered for the taste of one. She had no money for candy, so she gathered some walnuts in an
empty cigar box. She went to Fred's store and asked if  she could barter with him. She showed him the walnuts and
asked if  he might possibly trade them for one of the marshmallow candies. She was pleasantly surprised when he
gave her several candies for the box of walnuts. Exhibit 1-17

Exhibit 1-17 Fred Bertke andfamily
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The Weeding of  Cecelia Bertke & Jacob Bernard, Marion TWP. Mercer County, Ohio, August 10, 1904

Back Row < 4'") Left to Right
Lawrence Bertke (son of Henry & Agnes Bertke), age 18
Regina Bertke (daughter of Henry & Agnes Bertke) or Bemadine Bernard (daughter of Frank Bernard), age 1 4

Rosa Bernard (daughter of Frank Bernard), age 19
Theresa Bertke Wenze (daughter of Bernard Bertke), age 28
Kate Bernard (daughter of Frank Bernard), age 17
Frank Bernard (son o f  Frank Bernard, Sr.), age 27
Mary Bertke Bernard holding daughter. Agnes (daughter ofFred & Elizabeth Everman Bertke). age 21

3 rd Row (standing) Left to Right
Elizabeth Thobe Bernard (second wife of Frank Bernard, Sr.), age 42
Juliana Bertke, age 13 or Margaret Bernard (daughter of Frank Bernard), age 12
Leo Bertke (son ofFred Bertke), age 15
Henry Bernard (son of Frank Bernard & half-brother of  Jacob - a witness to the wedding), age 21

Catherine Bertke (daughter of Henry & Agnes Bertke - a witness to the wedding), age 20

Pastor of Casella Parish, Father Charles Romer?
Anna Bertke (daughter ofFred Bertke), age 13
Philomena Fiely Bertke (second wife ofFred Bertke), age c. 38

2“d Row (seated) Left to Right
Raymond Bernard (son of Frank Bernard, Sr.), age 3
Frank Bernard (lather of the groom), age 58
Grandma Goeke (Henry Bertke’s mother-in-law)
Jacob Bernard (groom & son of Frank Bernard), age 24
Cecelia Bertke (bride & daughter ofFred Bertke), age 19
Mary Anna Lunneman Everman, (grandmother of the bride, daughter of  Henry & Maria Anna Lunneman). age 60

Fred Bertke (father of the bride, son of  Joseph Bernard), age 47

1“ Row (children seated on ground)
In any order: Rosalie & Louise Bertke (twin daughters of Henry & Agnes Bertke), age 91/2 fir  one could be Agnes Bernard, age 9

In any order: Ivo & Ado Bertke (twin sons of  Henry & Agnes Bertke). age I year. 4 months

Loretta Bertke or Emma Bernard (daughter of Frank Bernard), age 6
Alvin Bertke Qi Lawrence Bernard (daughter of Frank Bernard), age 6
William Bertke (son ofFred Bertke), age 4

Exhibit 1-18
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Exhibit 1-19 Mary Bernard, Jerome and Henrietta & Cecelia Bernard, Frederick and Ferdinand

Children of Anton Bertke and Elizabeth Everman are:
i. MARY’’  BERTKE, b. December 22, 1882, Cassella, Mercer County, Ohio; d. September 13, 1970;

m. FRANK BERNARD, April 29, 1902, Cassella, Mercer County, Ohio.
ii. CECELIA BERTKE, b. May 08, 1885, Cassella, Mercer County, Ohio; d. October 18, 1918,

Coldwater, Mercer County, Ohio; m. JACOB (JAKE) BERNARD, August 10, 1904, Cassella,
Ohio.

Notes for Mary and Cecelia Bertke:
Mary and Cecelia, sisters, married brothers, Frank and Jacob Bernard. Exhibits include a picture of a family group
taken at Cecelia's wedding as well as a photo ofMary and Cecelia’s twins. Exhibits 1-18, 1-19

iii. LEO BERTKE, b. July 1 6, 1889, Cassella, Mercer County, Ohio; d. July 30, 1973, Cassella, Mercer
County, Ohio; m. ANNAJOSEPHINE LINDHAUS, June 10, 1914, Cassella, Ohio.

iv. ANNA  BERNAD1NE BERTKE, b. March 16, 1891, Cassella, Mercer County, Ohio; d.
October 09, 1963, Cassella, Mercer County, Ohio; m. WILLIAM HARTING, April 23, 1913,
Cassella, Ohio.

Children of Anton Bertke and Philomena Fiely are:
v. WILLIAM  5 BERTKE, b. April 24, 1900, Cassella, Mercer County, Ohio; d. June 17, 1977,

Cassella, Mercer County, Ohio.
vi. ALMA CATHERINE BERTKE, b. March 1 1, 1907, Cassella, Ohio; d. 1982, Cassella, Ohio; m.

RAYMOND BROERMAN, April 22, 1929, Cassella, Ohio.
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Exhibit 1 -20 Henry & Agnes Bertke Family Rear; Rosalia, Juliana, Lawrence, Catherine, Regina & Louise

Front;  Alvin, Henry, Ivo, Ado, Agnes & Loretta

*
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Exhibit 1-21 Henry & Agnes Bertke Family Rear: Ivo, Rosalia, Alvin, Katie, Lawrence, Regina & Ado

Front;  Loretta, Agnes, Henry & Louise

18. John Henry4 Bertke (Henry Herman 3, Heinrich Bernhard 2, Gerd Henrich 1 ) was bom June 30, 1859 in Maria

Stein, Ohio, and died June 16, 1934 in Maria Stein, Ohio. He married Mary Agnes Goecke April 25, 1883 in St.John

Church, Maria Stein, Ohio, daughter ofJohn Goecke and Mary Ashmann.

Notes for John Henry Bertke:
John "Henry", also known as Henry, Jr. was my grandfather. He spent his lifetime farming the land that his father

had established. The farm land was located on Kremer Road. It was passed on down to Ivo Bertke, his son, and later

to Stanley who lives there today. Henry was also active in civic affairs. He was a charter member of the Knights of

St. John. When St. Rochus Commandery 313 was organized and established in 1897, Henry was nominated chair-

man pro tem. Grandma Agnes Bertke 's brother-in-law, Frank Westgerdes, was nominated secretary pro tem.

Through the years many Bertkes have become members of the St. Rochus Commandry 313.

Grandpa and Grandma Bertke were parents of eleven children: Catherine, Lawrence, Regina, Pauline, who died as

an infant at 2 months of age, Juliana, Louise, Rosalia, Loretta, Alvin, Ivo and Ado. They lived to celebrate their

Golden Wedding Anniversary in 1933. During those years, this feat was quite an accomplishment.

Exhibits 1-20, 1-21
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Henry died in 1934, about two years after the death of my father, Ado, and 1 was still too young to remember him.
He and Agnes are buried in St.John Cemetery.

Children ofJohnBertke and Mary Goecke are:
i. CATHERINE 5 BERTKE, b. May 15, 1884, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. May 19, 1940, Otis Hospital,

Celina, Ohio - Buried in Maria Stein, Ohio; m. AUGUST KREMER, April 16, 1907, St.John
Church, Maria Stein, Ohio.

Notes for CATHERINE BERTKE:
Aunt Catherine was my father's oldest sister. She and Uncle August Kremer were lifetime farmers. Their farm was
located on what is now St. Johns Road in Maria Stein. I remember many visits to their home during my childhood
years. Besides the fun, playing with cousins, I always enjoyed the player piano in their living room. We would sit on
the piano bench, pedaling the two pedals with all our might, and sing along with the songs. It remains a vivid mem-
ory of mine. Their daughter, Rose, was slightly younger than 1. She honored me by asking me to be the Maid of
Honor at her wedding. 1 graciously accepted. Exhibit 1-22

M.
z

Exhibit 1-22 August & Katie Kremer Family
Rear: Edith, Alphonse, Norma, Felix, Ruth, David

Front:  August, Rose, Paul, Catherine
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it LAWRENCE BERTKE, b. August 21, 1886, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. June 14, 1947, Shelby, Ohio; m.

MARY  WILKER, April 12, 1909, St.John Church, Maria Stein, Ohio.

Notes for LAWRENCE BERTKE:
Lawence was my father's oldest brother. He and Aunt Mamie lived in the Maria Stein area for just a short time fol-

lowing their marriage. They moved to Shelby, Ohio, where they reared their sons. 1 don't remember ever visiting

them there, but saw them on occasion when they came back to the area to visit other family members. They were

parents of four sons, and all served in the military at the same time during World War 11. Exhibits 1-23, 1-24
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Exhibit  1 -23 Mary Wilker & Lawrence Bertke

Exhibit 1-24 Lawrence & Mary Bertke Family

Rear: Jerome, Elroy, Vero, Linus

Front: Lawrence & Mamie
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iii. REGINA BERTKE, b. July 21, 1889, Maria Stein, Ohio; d. April  02, 1963, Chickasaw, Mercer
County, Ohio; m. FRANK H. KREMER, April 28, 1909, Maria Stein, Ohio.
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Exhibit 1 -25 Prank & Regina Kretner Family
Rear: Edna, Hugo, Alvira, Elmer, Marina

Front: Frank, Alice, Viola, Regina

Notes for REGINA BERTKE:
Aunt Regina was an older sister of my father. She and Pauline were the first set of twins born to my grandparents,
Henry and Agnes Bertke. Aunt Regina survived but her twin sister, Pauline, lived just two months before she died.
Aunt Regina's husband, Frank, was a brother of my uncle, August Kremer. Frank and Aunt Regina were also farm-
ers. Their farm was located on route 274, in the area of Chickasaw, Ohio. I remember visits to their home. Their
children were older than 1, but I fondly remember how their two youngest daughters, Viola and Alice, treated me
during those visits. They were kind and gentle, and did all in their power to entertain me and my brother, Bud. Such
memories stick with an individual. In later years, Frank and Aunt Regina’s granddaughter, Joan Kremer, was a
member of an opposing softball team. Her Chickasaw Chicks Team was a great rival of my Maria Stein Jinx Softball
Team. What fun we had in those days! Exhibit 1-25
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