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The map on the opposite side graphically displays the allocations of lands through various grants of the
part of the old Northwest Territory that became the great state of Ohio. Ohio became the 17th state in the
United States of America through congressional action on March 1, 1803. However, as the map indicates the
occupation of lands west, northwest and north of the meandering Ohio River were officially occupied several
years earlier. The first of the 18 land grants in the area that is now Ohio was made in 1784; entitled Virginia
Military lands. These lands were awarded to Virginia soldiers of the Revolutionary War, including our First
President (The Father of Our Country) George Washington, and Generals George Rogers Clark and Daniel
Morgan. General Washington’s four tracts of land, comprising 3,051 acres, were located in what is now Cler-
mont County, just north of the Ohio River and east of what is now Cincinnati.

Mercer County is in Western Ohio, in the section, Congress Lands, 1819.

(This map is made available to the public by the Auditor of State in the hopes of generating further interest
by Ohioans in the development of their great state.).



IVIECINCULDIN WUANJUILN L Ly vJsraans

ROCKFORD
BLACKCREEK B UNION
DUBLIN menoon(]
MERCER (]
[] CHATTANOOGA
HOPEWELL

LIBERTY NEPTUNE

CENTER

JEFFERSON

CELINA

wABAsH [

GRAND LAKE

WASHINGTON
BUTLER
MONTEZUMA (]
COLDWATERG FRANKLIN
RECOVERY CARTHAGENA [ CHICKASAWD
*FT. RECOVERY

ST. HENRYD

maria sTeinD]
GRANVILLE MARION
GIBSON
BURKETTSVILLE —

Township Map of Mercer County, Ohio



Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Mercer County, Ohio History 1978

Editor: Joyce L. Alig, Director
Mercer County Historical Museum

Publisher: The Mercer County Historical Society, Inc.
130 East Market Street, Celina, Ohio 45822

Library of Congress Catalog Number: 79-90441

Copyright: The Mercer County Historical Society, Inc.
Joyce L. Alig, President

First Printing: February 1980

Editor Joyce L. Alig

Assisted in Final Layout by:

Staff Secretary-Historian Carol Thees

Genealogist Florence Gause, Board of Directors Member
Vera Speicher, Board of Directors Member

Docent Helen Godfrey

Volunteer Members of The Meicer County Historical Society

Printed in Dallas, Texas by

The Taylor Publishing Company

Steve White and Tom Keiss

Publications Consultants, Napoleon, Ohio

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or copied in any form without written permissio
of the Mercer County Historical Society Board of Directors.



Officers of The Mercer County Historical Snt:iel'f, Inc., 1978 — Seated: Patricia Olding, Secretary; Joyce L. Alig, Presi-
dent; Eugene Hirschfeld, Vice President; Ray Eblen, Treasurer. Stand Board of Directors — Florence Gause, Vera
Speicher, Ralph Schindler, Donald Muhlenkamp, Lee Kuhn. (photograph by Leitzell)

PREFACE

The Mercer County Historical Society welcomes the reader to the Mercer County, Ohio History 1978.
Almost a century ago, in 1882, the first Mercer County History was written. A biographical history of Mercer
County was printed in 1896. The 1907 History of Mercer County was the last major history of the county
written,

Three factors gave the Mercer County Historical Society the opportunity and the responsibility to publish
this Mercer County, Ohio History 1978. One factor was the steady request for historical research from local
students and Wright State University students, and for historical and genealogical research from Mercer
Countians and people across the nation and Europe. Another factor was the increasing number of requests
from schools and organizations for lectures on local history by Museum Director Joyce L. Alig. The third
factor was the need for incorporating the history of Mercer County for the last seventy years into the history
books.

Many authors have endeavored to write the individual histories, which as a total, will present the story of
Mercer County, Ohio. Specific examples of histories include Mercer County Officials and buildings, Town-
ships, Villages, Schools, Churches, Libraries, Professional and Civic Organizations, recreation areas, and bus-
inesses. The family histories reflect the heritage of the county and how each family has played an important
role in the development of Mercer County. An extensive index of family names and subject interest will con-
tribute to historical research. May the reader have a gentle understanding of the shortcomings of this book.
Any errors of commission or ommission are quite unintentional.

A number of persons have helped in the production of this book. Mercer Countians wrote the histories.
Carol Thees, Florence Gause and Helen Godfrey are acknowledged on the Copyright page. Vera Speicher
and Ralph Schindler offered invaluable support, time and encouragement to the Editor during the two year
period of preparing this book. Don Muhlenkamp and Eugene Hirschfeld took responsibility for Museum
maintenance. Ray Eblen and Bernard Gebhart are responsible for the keys to the plat maps.

May future generations look upon this Mercer County, Ohio History 1978 as a keepsake. May future genera-
tions be inspired to accept the responsibility of taking pride in recording their heritage. May future genera-
tions respect and honor the people who gave of themselves to make Mercer County the fine community it is
today.

Joyce L. Alig
Editor
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INTRODUCTION TO
HISTORY OF MERCER
COUNTY, OHIO

Mercer County is located in the West Central part
of Ohio, approximately sixty miles northwest of
Dayton and about one hundred miles southwest of
Toledo. Mercer County is bounded on the north by
Van Wert County, on the east by Auglaize County
and on the south by Darke County. The western
boundary of Mercer County borders Jay County, In-
diana. Rivers traversing the county are the Wabash
and the Saint Marys.

In Mercer County, Wisconsin age glacial deposits
have been superimposed over middle Silurian age
dolomite. Mercer County lies in the Till Plains Re-
gion. The Fort Wayne recessional moraine passes
through Mercer County. The Wabash, St. Johns,
and Mississinewa recessional moraines pass through
portions of Mercer County, The lobate pattern of
the recessional moraines is responsible for trapping
low areas, the sites of small glacial lakes in the past,
and the present site of Granj Lake Saint Marys. The
area around Cranberry Prairie in southern Mercer
C?(unry is a peat bog, and the former site of a glacial
lake. :

The Ohio Legislature passed an act for the
erection of fourteen counties in Northwestern Ohio,
February 12, 1820; Mercer County was one of the
fourteen counties. Mercer County was attached to
Darke County, and was subsequently detached in
1824, The 1820 Census for Mercer County is in the
Darke County Records. Mercer County was organ-
ized by an act of the Legislature, dated January 2,
1824.

Prior to this, Indians had lived in this land. As set-
tlers had moved north and west of the Ohio River in
the late eighteenth century, conflicts arose between
the Indians and Whites. During that time, two forts
were erected in Mercer County. On December 23,
1793, General Anthony Wayne gave orders for the
erection of a fort after General Saint Clair’s disas-
trous defeat at that site in 1791; the fort being
named Fort Recovery. General Wayne’s troops also
built Fort Adams in section 24 of Dublin Township,
in 1794. The Indian Wars were concluded with the
Greenville Treaty in 1795; the Greenville Treaty Line
was drawn. This Line crosses southern Mercer
County. The land north of this Treaty Line was not
ceded by the Indians until the Treaty of 1818. After
the Federal Government acquired this land, Captain
James Riley began his survey of the land.

The Census of Mercer County in 1830 was listed
at 1,116. Nine Mercer County Villages were platted
in the 1830’s. The 1840 Census of Mercer County
was 8,277. This sudden growth was due to the devel-
opment of the Miami-Erie Canal. The Miami-Erie
Canal bounded the eastern edge of Mercer County,
which became part of Auglaize County in 1849.
Grand Lake Saint Marys was developed in the
1830’s, as a feeder to the Canal. The hand-dug canal
provided commerce, employment, and transporta-
tion for settlers. The immigrants could work for fifty
cents a day on the canal and save their money to
purchase a farm. Land cost a dollar and a quarter per
acre; an eighty acre farm cost one hundred dollars.

The canal provided quick access to the market al
Cincinnati. Wheat jumped from ten cents a bushel
to one dollar,

Auglaize County was set off from Mercer County
and the surrounding counties in 1849. Therefore,
the towns of Saint Marys, Minster and New Bremen,
previously a part of Mercer County, became a part
of Auglaize County. An epidemic followed the canal
north from Cincinnati. The Asiatic Cholera hit cities
along the canal, and Mercer County as well, in 1848
and 1849. The canal continued contributing to Mer-
cer County growth in population. The 1850 Census
of Mercer County was 7,712; the 1860 Census of
Mercer County was 14,104; the 1870 Census of Mer-
cer County was 17,254, X

During the early nineteenth century, life in Mer-
cer County was rural. Life centered around the
home, the church, and the school. Neighbors had
barn-raising parties, quilting bees and platform
dances. Many churches were established in the
1830's and 1840's. Log schools were built. In 1825,
there was a tax of 0.5 mill on each dollar of taxable
property for the support of common schools. Citi-
zens of this area paid their taxes by hunting and
trapping; in 1838, raccoon skins brought $1.00; deer
skins $2.50 and venison $.20 per pound. When the
boys were not working or hunting, they went to
school if their parents saw fit to send them.

The first businesses were the general stores, many
times operated out of the kitchens of homes. Post
offices often were a part of the general stores. Early
industry was tied to the abundant forests of the
area. There were saw mills. Stave factories made
barrels. The farmers had first used horse-powered
mills to obtain their flour; these mills yielded to
water-powered mills, which yielded to the steam
grist mill by 1900.

Another contribution to transportation was the
completion of the Ohio and Indiana Plank Road, ex-
tending from 5t. Marys to Fort Wayne, Indiana. The
building of this road, passing through deep swamps
and almost pathless forests, was a great undertaking.
The road, extending through Neptune, Mercer and
Shanesville, was built during the years 1850-52. Tav-
erns and other businesses were built along the way.

During the Civil War, railroad companies were
purchasing land in Mercer County. Three steam
railroads were to be built. The Lake Erie and West-
ern Railroad, passing through the county in a direc-
tion from northeast to southwest, reached Coldwa-
ter and Fort Recovery in 1879. The Cincinnati,
Hamilton, and Dayton passed through Marion
Township to the County Seat. The Cincinnati, Jack-
son, and Mackinaw (the Cincinnati Northern)
crossed the north-south direction of the county in
1884. The railroads were sources of business interac-
tion and communication to the outside world. Grain
mills were erected at intersections of railroads and
communities. The farmers utilized the rail service.
Rockford flour mill was built in 1880. Sawmills were
numerous, and exported ship timber, hickory, ash,
oak for spokes, bending timber in wagons, buggies
and machinery in the cities. Blacksmiths, tinsmiths;
carpenters were the craftsmen of the times. In Saint
Henry, a new sawmill, a livery stable, a tavern, and a
general store were built in 1884, after the Cincin-
nati-Jackson Railroad had come to town in Decem-
ber 1883. Newspapers were established. Celina had



had the Western Standard since 1848 and the canal
days; Fort Recovery had the newspaper, The New
Era in 1878; Rockford, the Shanes Crossing Tribune
in 1879; the Rockford Press in 1883; the Coldwater
Change in 1884; the Celina Der Mercer County Bote
in 1883; and the Mendon Herald in 1895. Opera
Houses came with the railroads; Rockford Opera
House was built in 1882 and Fort Recovery Opera
House in 1884. Banks were initiated: Celina Com-
mercial Bank was begun in 1870; Coldwater Bank in
1887; Rockford Farmers Banking Company in 1887;
Fort Recovery Banking Company in 1881. Dry
Goods stores, hotels; restaurants were built. The
railroad played a tremendous role for two villages;
Macedon was larger than Coldwater before Coldwa-
ter got the railroad. The 1880 Census for Mercer
County was 21,808; the 1890 Census was 27,220.

Oil wells and gas wells saw their rise and decline
at the time of the railroads. Fort Recovery’s first gas
well was in 1887; Celina’s first gas well was in 1888.
Qil wells were drilled on the reservoir in the 1890’s.
The anticipated wealth was short-lived. (Speculators
had anticipated the wealth of Lima's oil fiefds.)

By 1900, Mercer County population had stabi-
lized; the Census was 28,021. The entire nation was
prospering at the turn of the century. Schools were
being supported. Libraries were formed: Celina Li-
brary was formed in 1898; Rockford formed a li-
brary in 1902; Fort Recovery’s library was formed in
1928 and Coldwater’s library was formed in 1936.

As the communities were incorporated, village
councils were formed that directed police protection
and cared for the calaboose with the wooden stove.
Coldwater had a town building, gravel streets, and a
fire department by the 1880's. Fires which took the
entire towns inspired fire departments and water
systems. Celina lost the west side of Main Street,
south of Market Street in the 1894 fire. Mendon lost
the west side of Main Street in 1900 and the east
side of Main Street in the 1907 fire. Saint Henry lost
the north side of Main Street in 1905. Coldwater Fire
Department was organized in 1886; Rockford in
1895; Celina in 1904; Saint Henry in 1905. Celina in-
stalled the water works in 1895; Fort Recovery in
1900; Saint Henry in 1909; and Coldwater in 1916.
Electric power plants were built. Rockford formed
the Electric Lighting Power Co. in 1888 and in 1899
Rockford had street lights. Fort Recovery had street
lights in 1900; Coldwater in 1914 and Saint Henry in
1915. The telephones soon followed. Rockford had a
telephone system as early as 1902; Marion Township
had the Marion Telephone Company in 1898. Agri-
business grew in response to the needs of the rural
community. Avco New Idea was begun at Maria
Stein in 1899. Celina’s Wilson and Bombholt, Inc. In-
ternational Harvester Products began in 1888. Celina
Lumber and Supply Company began in 1893. Indus-
try was growing; Mersman Brothers began in 1900;
Reynolds and Reynolds had been in business since
1866. The health needs of the county were being
served. The Mercer County Medical Society was or-
ganized in 1903 with thirteen members. Dentists
were serving the county.

World War | was a sad time in the county. Many
Mercer Countians’ parents and grandparents had
emigrated from Germany. Mercer Countians spoke
German in their homes and corresponded with their
German cousins. The war with Germany brought a

time of conflict within the hearts of Mercer Coun-
tians. A Prisoner of War Camp was maintained at
the present site (1978) of the 4 H Camp, near Grand
Lake Saint Marys. Schools stopped teaching German
and burned German textbooks. Many families
stopped all communication with their German rela-
tives. (Today, in 1978, many Mercer Countians are
trying to renew these family ties and contact their
relatives in Germany. This 1978 Mercer County His-
tory Book has encouraged many Mercer Countians
to seek information on their ancestors.)

Prior to the twenties, The Western Ohio Traction
Company and its electric railroad was an asset to the
transportation opportunities of the county, as well
as helping to pay the county taxes. The advent of '
the automobile initiated new business; for example:
car sales, garages and service stations. Spriggs Ga-
rage began in 1919; O. L. Johnson and Son Ford
Dealer in 1922; Sam Dixon Motor Sales began in
1926; Liberty Tire Shop began in the 1920's.

The 1930 Census of Mercer County was 25,096.
The depression of the thirties hit Mercer County
with unemployment and low wages. The W.P.A.
projects of building and Lridge construction brought
employment to Mercer Countians. It was also during
the thirties that electricity reached many rural areas
of Mercer County. Radios were bringing news and
entertainment to the homes. The 1940 Census of
Mercer County was 26,256. World War Il brought
another time of sadness to Mercer County homes.

The 1950 Census of Mercer County was 28,311.
The fifties brought good times. Even teenagers had
good employment and bought their own automo-
biles and went to Drive-In Theatres, and listened to
Elvis Presley Records. Families watched “I Love
Lucy” on their new television sets. New ranch-type
homes were being built throughout the county.

The 1960 Census of Mercer County was 32,559. In
the sixties, riding lawn mowers were replacing the
power mowers that had been pushed. Environmen-
tal Protection publicity encouraged local citizens to
work for better development of Grand Lake Saint
Marys. In the homes, kitchen appliances included
dishwashers, trash compactors, garbage disposals,
charcoal grills and microwave ovens. givic-minded
citizens founded the Western Ohio Education Foun-
dation to bring higher education to the four-county
area of Mercer, Auglaize, Van Wert and Darke
Counties.

The 1970 Census of Mercer County was 35,451.
Environmental Protection of the sixties was followed
by energy conservation of the seventies. People
turned down their thermostats in their homes and
insulated their homes. People wore more clothes;
the “layer look” became a part of the clothes fashion
as people added more clothes, with layers of a shirt,
blouse, vest and sweater, Drivers slowed down to 55
miles per hour. In 1976, the Penn Central Railroad
closed. Tom Zitter began his private railroad. The
Norfolk and Western Railroad continued its opera-
tions. Local communities celebrated the Nation’s Bi-
centennial in 1976. People stood in line to receive
their swine flu shots. Snowmobiles were used in rec-
reation and in helping stranded people in the 1978
Blizzard. Ambulance Rescue Squads were formed
and volunteers served the county. Citizen Band Ra-
dios were installed in cars and homes. Garage sales
,and mini-calculators were also a part of the scene of
the seventies.



INDIANS OF THIS AREA

Mercer County’s terrain and vegetation was con-
ducive to two varieties of historic Indian; the wood-
land or forest people, and prairie or grasslands peo-
ple. The woodland people were gardeners, gatherers,
and hunters by the time they started roaming the
area of Mercer County. At first they were occasional
occupants along the streams and watering places of
the larger animal they hunted. Mercer County was
the hunting region for the two or three major hunts
they participated in each year, but not their perma-
nent home. As well as hunting, they gathered the
edibles of the land during the various seasons i.e.
nuts, berries, wild fruits, and seeds. The prairie peo-
ple came into the county to hunt the large animals
such as deer, elk, and buffalo and probably were
more regular visitors than the woodland because
they depended more on hunting as a source of food
than the woodland people.

Besides the different environment and ways in
which they procured their food, the woodland and
prairie people differed in the style and the raw ma-
terial used in housing. The woodland lived in long
houses covered with bark and skins if they were
Iroquoian. If Algonquin they lived in wigwams or
circular shaped houses covered with bark or skins.
The prairie people lived in wigwams covered with
grass matting or skins. In both cases the houses were
multiple family rather than single family dwellings.
After white contact this architectural habitat was
greatly changed and many changed to single hut or
cabin type.

During the time of the exodus of the late pre-
historic peoples until the first or second decade of
the 1700s, there was no Indian activity in Mercer
County. During the second and third decade of the
18th century, Algonquin speaking woodland and
prairie Indians started to use this region as a hunting
area. Possibly an occasional hunting or raiding party
of the Iroquois speaking woodland people passed
through Mercer County during this time. The Al-
gonquin people were of the Miami, Shawnee, Ot-
tawa, Mohican and Potawatomies tribes. The Iro-
quois people were of the Seneca, Wyandot, and
Mohawk tribes.

Each of these groups had migrated to the Ohio
area but were used to the life pattern they would
lead in this area. The Potawatomies and Ottawa had
come from upper Michigan and lakeshore Wiscon-
sin. The Miami came from the Illinois River Valley
by way of Indiana and southwestern Michigan. The
Shawnee from the south and probably had lived in
Ohio some 300 or 400 years prior to their return as
Fort Ancient people. The Wyandot, Seneca, Mo-
hawk, and Mohican were northeastern Indians who
migrated from that area because of inter-tribal wars
and white invasion of their lands.

The Indian activity in Mercer County by mid-
eighteenth century had experienced a drastic

change. The northern part, around the “Half-Way
Cross” was considered Wyandot hunting area who
allowed some Ottawa and Mohawk to use the area.
Activity had increased to the point that some of
these bans or fragments of tribes were “wintering”
in northern Mercer County along the S5t. Marys. The
southern area of the county was considered Miami
and Shawnee hunting area.

After the British gained control of this area the
Miami people became more active in the northern
half. The Ottawa remained, but the activity of the
Wyandot and other Iroquoian people lessened.
Temporary encampments during the hunt or over
the winter probably dotted the S5t. Marys River up
unti] the Revolutionary War period.

During the period of the struggle between Ameri-
can and British control of this region (1776-1795) the
Indian activity in this area experienced another
change. Early in this era Miami and Ottawa were the
most dominant people, but toward the end the Ot-
tawa bans moved north and Shawnee activity from
the south started to intrude. Early in the 1780’s,
Mark, a Mohican convert of the Moravians who had
lived with the Shawnee was joined by a few other
Mohicans and some Shawnee settled on the 5t.
Mary’s, a mile or so above present Mendon. Mark
died in 1783 but his son Stephen held the ban to-
gether in this area. The village is referred to by vari-
ous early recorders as Stephentown, Muhheconnuk,
Gaunschiechgunk, or Mohican Town. This village is
recorded in existence as late as 1792, and 1808 by
early recorders. Regardless of this single settlement
it is safe to say that Miami were still the dominant
users of the land in and around Mercer County.

After the treaty of Greenville, Mercer County be-
came part of the Indian Territory until April 1, 1820.
During this period the northern part of the county
was used for hunting purposes by Miami and Pota-
watomies. A trading station ran by Charles Murray
was in operation at the site of Fort Adams in 1800
and shortly after that Anthony Shane opened trade
with the Indians at the site of Shanesville. It is
recorded that some Delaware from the Indiana area
were active in Mercer County hunting and gather-
ing. The southern part of the county still was con-
sidered Shawnee country, but no permanent villages
are recorded.

Until the county was created, Mercer was not
truly the home of any sizable group of Indians. Dur-
ing their occupancy in the general area, the Shaw-
nee, Miami, Wyandot, Ottawa and Potawatomie all
hunted its forests and fields. Only a small group of
Mohicans and Shawnee used Mercer County as
their homesite for an extended period of time. by
Randal Buchman
Department of History
Defiance College
Defiance, Ohio



Mercer County Courthouse (Erected in 1923)

MERCER COUNTY
COURT HOUSE

The construction of a new court house was the
topic of conversation in Mercer County at the turn
of the century. The Mercer County Court House,
which had been built in 1868, had become too small
and lacked electricity, telephones, modern heating
and means of sanitation. In the April 27, 1920 presi-
dential primaries, a $500,000 bond issue for Court
House construction was carried by a majority vote in
Mercer County. The Building commission was ap-
pointed in May. Peter M. Hulsken, Lima, Ohio —
originally from Holland — was the assigned archi-
tect; his General Specifications and Plans were ap-
proved by the Mercer County Court House Building
Commission February 26, 1921. Contracts were
awarded. Ground was broken May 19, 1921; the cor-
nerstone was laid July 20, 1921.

The elegance of the Grecian architecture seemed
to inspire awe in Mercer Countians and their guests
on the day of dedication of the court house, Septem-
ber 3, 1923. The court house today is as it was the
day of dedication. The Gray Bedford Limestone of
the court house is cut straight and clean, to be com-
plemented by the forty-foot high Corinthian col-
umns. The bronze doors open for guests to be
greeted by a hall of marble.

The stair well encircles the heart of the court
house as the stair railings are cut concave to the ra-
dius. The baluster rail in black marble and carved
newel posts lead rotunda are high panels of Ver-
mont Marble on the circumference of the rotunda’s
highly polished marble floors.

Mythological figures of Greece in the frieze bor-
dering the top floor rotunda feature the motif of
Greek figures from the Athenian Parthenon, 432
B.C. Theseus killing the bull is symbolic of the law
in its struggle against evil. Theseus killed the Minot-
aur, half human and half bull, who fed on human

flesh and lived in the palace Labyrinth. The female
equestrian represents the mythical combat between
the Amazons, the female warriors, and the Greeks.
Prometheus, with earth and water, fashioned the
body of the first man and thus was creator of the
human race. The mastery of fire is symbolized by
Vulcan tying Prometheus. The mastery of fire was a
prelude to the creation of arts and science. These
scenes are repeated throughout the frieze.

The dome is shining colored glass crowning the
Grecian edifice. The sun’s rays filter through the art
glass, forming a halo and warming the corridors be-
low. The visitor is impressed with the quiet gran-
deur of this place of honor.

The elevator and restrooms were a sign of engi-
neering and progress echoing Vulcan’s mastery of
Prometheus. Even the offices had restrooms — quite
a change from the old 1868 court house. The 1923
newspaper stated, “Never a day in a week but that
motorists passing through Celina stop at the court
house to let the women and children rest.” The ele-
vator was not replaced until 1972.

The Mercer County Court House has received
special care over the years. Arnold and Daniel
Schoch, under Schachne & Co., original interior dec-
orators of the court house, worked with the decora-
tions in 1934. L. Strong, Lima architect, directed dec-
oration in 1948. In the physical plant, new boilers
were installed in 1968. The decade of the seventies
included rewiring of the court house and new side-
walks around the building.

Architect Hulsken, sensitive to the beauty of
Greek architecture, made his choice in reflection of
the Grecian values of peace and law. The strength
and symmetry of the ancient temples of Greece re-
main steadfast in the classical elegance of the Mer-

cer County Court House today — standing on the
acropolis of Celina.
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Mercer County Courthouse (1868-1923)

MERCER COUNTY
COURT HOUSE

The first Court House was a frame structure, 20
by 24 feet in dimensions, two stories high, built in
1828-29 by W. McCluney. The price paid, $291.49,
included price for lot 57, which was valued by two
disinterested men at $40.00. The furniture was pro-
vided by Joshua Warfield at a cost of $57.37%. Previ-
ous to the erection of this building, the Court of
Common Pleas had held sessions in the tavern of
John Pickerell, to whom the commissioners on De-
cember 3, 1827 allowed $5 for the use of the same.

On September 12, 1839, the commissioners and
auditor met to select 34 lots donated by the proprie-
tors of Celina to aid in the erection of public build-
ings in the town. On November 5th of that year 20
of these lots were sold for $327.25 and on the 7th
eight additional lots were sold for $292.,50.

On September 13, 1839, the commissioners put
under contract the building of a new Court House at
Celina. The contract was let on December 3, 1839, to
Samuel Hunter and John McGee for $1,350. The
building was completed in June, 1841, but it seems
that the Court House as first constructed was not
plastered for on June 7, 1843, Milton M. Miller re-
ceived the contract for plastering the rooms of the
second floor, which were used for court purposes,
consisting of a court-room and two jury rooms. At
the same time W. Brandt was awarded the contract
for plastering the upper story and Franklin Linzee
the contract for building a fence around the Court
House. In April, 1846 John Carlin and John Bolton
were awarded the contract for plastering the rooms
in the first or basement story. In April, 1850, Wil-
liam Auguster was given the contract for roofing the
Court House with pine shingles and the contract for
the finishing of the court-room was given to Ste-
phen McVicker, each contract being for $110. In July
of this year the contract for painting the Court
House was awarded to Levi Dibble for $165. In
April, 1851, Abraham Miller was awarded the con-

tract for the underpinning of the Court House with
stone and for walling and digging a well. In Septem-
ber, 1858, the commissioners built an office of brick
for the county treasurer, 16 by 24 feet in dimen-
sions, with stone foundation.

On April 13, 1866, the commissioners resolved to
erect a Court House 58 by 70 feet in ground dimen-
sions, three stories high, including a stone basement.
At a subsequent meeting held the same month, the
dimensions were changed to 60 by 97 feet. The first
bids, which were opened on May 18, 1866, not prov-
ing satisfactory, no contract was awarded. On March
13, 1867, Mr. Rumbaugh, an architect of Lima, Ohio,
submitted plans for a Court House which were
adopted. The plans provided for a building 56 feet 6
inches by 81 feet 4 inches, two stories high — with
main tower 16 feet square, four stories high and a
smaller tower 14 feet square, three stories high — to
be of brick work, cut stone, plastering stucco work,
roof slating, court-room, painting, clock, etc. The
building was to be finished by September 15, 1868.
Ten bids, ranging from $39,000 to $44,850, were
considered, the contract finally being awarded to R.
G. Blake and F. C. LeBlond. By consent of the com-
missioners this contract was transferred by Messrs.
Blake and LeBlond to M. P. Guffey, on the same
conditions. On June 22, 1869, the commissioners
sold the old Court House lot (No. 276)

General Hugh Mercer

Mercer County, Ohio was named in honor of General
Hugh Mercer, a distinguished officer of the Revolution.

General Hugh Mercer was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, in
the year 1723 (17207). Educated as a physician, he acted in
the capacity of surgeon’s mate in the army of Prince
Charles Edward, the hero of the Civil War of 1745, at the
battle of Culloden. In i :

great Qi
evident from re ords telling ergenywho gave three
water mills at Perth to Malco anmore, King of Scots
from 1066 to 1122. Other records tell of Aleimnus Mercer

and his son, bearing the ; 1 during the
reign of Alexander | r Il ther of the
name was Lawrence 0 t ottish Cru-

saders led by the Earls of Carrick and Atholl in 1270.
Among the distinguished members of the family was John
Mercer, Provost of Perth, who sat in the General Council of
Scotland from 1364 to 1367. He also served as ambassador
to England and France. His direct descendant, John Francis
Mercer, a lieutenant-colonel in the British Army, was
killed while in command of Fort Oswego on Lake Ontario
in 1756, when the fort was captured by the French under
the Marquis de Montcalm.,




RALPH DICKE
Mercer County

Commissioner

Ralph Dicke was elected as a Mercer County
Commissioner in 1973 to take office Jan. 1, 1974, for
a 4 year term. In 1978, he ran unopposed for his sec-
ond four year term to begin 1979. Prior to being
Commissioner he was Township Trustee in Franklin
Twp. He is married to Lavon Wiehe and they have
three children who are all married and they all live
in Mercer County, Ohio.

Ralph lives in Franklin Township on the same
farm where he was born on Clover Four Road.

WALTER SCHMIESING

I was born in 1916 in Egypt, Ohio, the son of An-
thony and Clara (Bergman) Schmiesing. | attended
grade school in Egypt and high school in Minster.

In 1936 | married Mary Ann Greivenkamp, the
daughter of John and Katharine (Kemper) Greiven-
kamp. We are the parents of one son (deceased) and
three daughters. Dianne is married to Larry Dicke,
and they have three children: Michelle, Denise, and
Tim. Another daughter, Elaine, married David W.
Brunswick and they have one son (deceased) and
one daughter, Meredith. Our youngest daughter,
Peg, and her husband, Mike Albers, have one
daughter, Jennifer:

Before I was elected as coun]:}l commissioner in
1976, 1 was a farmer, milk hauler, and for many
years | served as an Ohio State Dairy Supervisor.
During these years I also held offices in various as-
sociations, businesses, and service organizations.

RALPH KLOSTERMAN

November 1968, Mr. Ralph Klosterman was
elected to serve on the Board of County Commis-
sioners, Mercer County, Ohio beginning January 1,
1969. He has subsequently been elected in 1972 and
1976.

Mr. Klosterman had previously served the City of
Celina for four (4) years as President of Council and
six (6) years as Councilman at Large.

Ralph and his wife Helen (nee Sudhoff) have re-
sided in Celina since 1940 and are the parents of two
(2) daughters and a son, namely; Jane, Joan and
James.

Mr. Klosterman has been Chairman of the Mercer
County Chapter American Red Cross the past seven
(7) years; he is also a World War Il Veteran having
served three (3) years, half of the time in the Euro-
pean Theatre. Mr. Klosterman’s hobbies are garden-
ing and fishing.

\

Walter Schmiesing, Mercer County Commissioner

Ralph Klosterman, Mercer County Commissioner



James ]. Highley, Mercer County Clerk of Courts

JAMES ]. HIGHLEY
Clerk of Courts

Mercer County Clerk of Courts James ]. Highley,
4256 Mud Pike, Celina, Ohio, is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Orville L. Highley, Burrville Road, Celina, Ohio
and has been a resident of Mercer County all his
life. In 1967 he married Janet Marsee, and they now
have two sons, Todd Joseph, born December 16,
1970 and Troy Allen born March 8, 1974.

Jim is a graduate of Celina High School, and at-
tended International Business College in Fort
Wayne, Indiana before entering the US Army.
While serving in the Army, he graduated from the
Fort Knox Clerical School in Fort Knox, Kentucky.
He then received advanced clerical training at the
Brooke Army Medical Center in Fort Sam Houston,
Texas graduating from Medical Records and Reports
School. He was then permanently assigned to the
Registrar Division of the Irwin Army Hospital at
Fort Riley, Kansas where he worked as clerk until
his two-year military service obligation ended.

Upon returning to Mercer County from his serv-
ice duty, he was employed by the Reynolds and
Reynolds Company, and worked in the Data Proc-
essing section for 3% years. In July of 1969 he be-
came a Deputy Sheriff on the Mercer County Sher-
iff's Department proudly serving under Sheriff W.
C. Sunderhaus. While with the Sheriff's Department
he received many hours of training at various law
enforcement schools and seminars. He achieved the
rank of Lieutenant, and headed the Civil Division of
the Sheriff’s Department on the third floor of the
Mercer County Court House. While in that capacity
he worked directly with the courts, gaining much
experience with various types of legal documents,
court procedures, and office management. His
duties required many dealings with the Clerk of
Courts Office, and he became very interested in its
operation.

After learning that Clerk of Courts Dwight Laffin

was going to retire, Jim ran on the Democratic ticket
and was elected in November 1976. He took office
on January 3, 1977.

He is now an honorary member of the Granc
Lakes Lodge # 19 Fraternal Order of Police, and it
also a past president of that lodge. He serves on the
Board of Directors for the Mercer County Society
for Crippled Children and Adults and the Mercer
County Mental Health Association. He is also a
member of the Mercer Colunty Joint Coordinating
Council and the Coldwater Lodge of the Fraternal
Order of Eagles.

In his position as Clerk of Courts he serves on the
Mercer County Data Processing Board and has been
President of the Mercer Colunty Elected and Ap-
pointed Officials Association. He takes a very active
part in the Ohio Clerk of Courts Association, and
now serves as Third Vice President. He served as 5th
District Chairman in 1977, and is presently Chair-
man of the Membership Committee, Nominating
Committee, and presides over the eight Ohio Dis-
trict Chairpersons.

Tom Timmerman, Mercer County Auditor

TOM TIMMERMAN
Mercer County Auditor

Born June 3, 1922 in Darke County, Ohio —
moved to Mercer County in 1948 and except for
temporary absences has been a lifelong resident of
the Ft. Recovery area. A registered public accountant
by profession having graduated from Miami Jacobs
Business College in 1955, Served eight years as a Jus-
tice of the Peace for Recovery Township and a past
member of the Ft. Recovery Village Council and the
Southwest Local Board of Education. A combat Vet-
eran Frogman of World War II. Married to the for-
mer Cecilia Suhy of Pittsburgh, Pa. and the Father of
Fourteen children. First elected to the Mercer
County Auditor’s Office in November 1958 and
presently serving his fifth term.



Murph Knapke, Mercer County  B.R. Gebhart, Mercer County
Prosecuting Attorney Engineer

MURPH KNAPKE

Prosecuting Attorney

Murph Knapke received his undergraduate de-
gree from Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio,
in 1969, and his Juris Doctor degree from Capital
University, Columbus, Ohio, in 1972. He served as
assistant Prosecuting Attorney from 1974 until 1976,
when he was elected Mercer County Prosecuting At-
torney.

Knapke is a member of the Ohio Prosecuting At-
torney’s Association and the National District Attor-
ney’'s Association and is currently serving as
President of the Mercer County Bar Association.

He is a life-long resident of Mercer County, Ohio,
whose father, Henry ]. Knapke, served as Prosecut-
ing Attorney from 1937 to 1944,

He is married to the former Connie Bell of Celina,
Ohio, and is the father of one son, Jeff Knapke.

B. R. GEBHART

Mercer County Engineer

(from 1951 to present date (1979) with the exception
of one term from 1961 to 1965)

Mr. Gebhart, a Professional Engineer and Surve-
yor, received his engineering background from Tri-
State College and Valparaiso University. He lives at
204 Dogwood Drive, Celina, Ohio with his wife,
Ethel, and has one son, Bernard II (Skip), whose
mother, Harriet Allen Gebhart, was deceased in
1970.

Mr. Gebhart's work career started with a small
contracting business and then on to Engineer with
Civilian Conservation Corps from its inception to its
close; a stint with Bureau Agricultural Engineering;
Soil Conservation Service; Public Roads Administra-
tion on the Alaska Highway where Mr. Gebhart was
in bridge layout and field construction.

According to Mr. Gebhart he has seen the Mercer
County Highway Budget increase from approxi-
mately $300,000 in 1952 to the present budget ap-
propriation of $1,393,000 in 1979. The road surfaces
have improved from 80 miles of bituminous treated
and 320 miles of stone or gravel to approximately
263 miles of asphaltic concrete and 137 miles of Bi-

Division

Lewis W. Whitmer, Judge of the Dean James, Judge of the
Court of Common Pleas, Probate Common Pleas Court, General

Division
tuminous treated with no gravel or dirt roads in
1979. The County Engineer’s Office and Highway

Department, under Mr. Gebhart, has built 101 new
bridges, 34 new bridge culverts, and widened and
repaired 183 bridges plus many abutment repairs
and guard rail installations. Since 1952 there have
been 172 Ditch Petitions filed in this office with 115
of these constructed by contract. Forty five of these
ditches are now under permanent maintenance.
Some of the larger ditches constructed under Mr.
Gebhart include Beaver Creek, Big Blackcreek, Mon-
tezuma Creek, Prairie Creek, 12 Mile Creek, 8 Mile
Creek etc.

Along with the major jobs of black topping, center
line and edge line striping, building and painting
culverts and bridges, designing and constructing of
farm drainage ditches, the Engineering Department
has found time to maintain roads, mow road right of
ways, install guard rails, plow snow (a major job),
plus a hundred and one jobs included in the County
Engineer’s work load.

Mr. Gebhart says that most of the credit for the
work completed should go to the men and ladies of
the Engineer’s Office and the Highway Department.
Without these loyal people, little could have been
accomplished. Mr. Gebhart can point with pride to
the many improvements made in the County in his
thirty years of service. Some improvements are the
naming and installing of road name signs on all
County and Township roads in Mercer County; the
building of a modern County Garage in the County
Fairgrounds; the building of an auxiliary garage
building to accommodate equipment storage and
certain work projects; the erection of a covered salt
bin; instigating a house numbering system for all
residents of the County; a complete file and detailed
coverage of all bridges and culverts in the County
and Township Highway System including condition
and current load limits. Mr. Gebhart and Chief Dep-
uty Ray Eblen drafted and compiled the first Mercer
County Sub-division Regulations as adopted in 1966
and the Mercer County Sewerage Regulations as
adopted in 1968.

Mr. Gebhart says that he designed a letterhead
when he became County Engineer containing the
slogan — “MERCER COUNTY — OUTSTANDING
in AGRICULTURE and DRAINAGE”. Today this
slogan is more true than ever before.



Walter R. Fortener, Mercer
County Treasurer

E.J. Gilmore, Mercer County
Sheriff

WALTER R. FORTENER

Mercer County Treasurer

In 1949 Mr. Fortener married the former Mary
Louise Knapke and they have five sons and one
daughter. Mr. and Mrs. Fortener reside in Coldwa-
ter, Ohio and are members of Holy Trinity Catholic
Church.

Elected to the office of Mercer County Treasurer
in November of 1976, the present term expires in
September of 1981.

Prior to being elected Treasurer, Mr. Fortener
served as Coldwater Village Councilman from 1961
to 1967 and as Mayor of Coldwater from 1967 to
1971. From 1971 to 1977 he served as Supervisor of
Enforcement of Northwest Ohio for the Public Utili-
ties Commission of Ohio.

From 1959 to 1971 he owned and operated Cold-
water Maintenance Co. and Western Auto Store,

Fortener is a former member and president of the
Board of Governors of Joint Township Community
Hospital, during his term as President the Hospital
completed a seven million dollar expansion pro-
gram.

SHERIFF E. ]J. GILMORE

E. J. (Joe) Gilmore, a Democrat, was elected to his
first term as Sheriff in 1976. He has been a deputy
sheriff since July 1, 1963, and was appointed Chief
Deputy Sheriff on January 1, 1969. In addition to
this experience, he is the only police officer to ever
attend the FBI National Academy from Mercer
County. In addition to this school, he has attended
various other schools and seminars in law enforce-
ment totaling over 1500 hours of classroom instruc-
tion. He is a member of the Buckeye Sheriffs Associ-
ation, the National Sheriffs Association, FBI
National Academy Associates, Fraternal Order of
Police, and past member of Lions, and Celina Jay-
cees. He is serving on the Curriculum Committee of
the Ohio Peace Officers Training Academy at Lon-
don, Ohio.

Gilmore was born and reared in Mercer County, is
married to former Connie King, and is the father of
two daughters, Mrs. Dale (Debra) Bergman and Ste-
phanie Gilmore.

Recorder

County Coroner

CLARENCE POST

Mercer County Recorder

In September, of 1970 Mr. Post was appointed to
fulfill the unexpired term of the past Recorder. This
vacancy occurred due to her death. Mr. Post is
presently serving in his second full term of office.

He and his lovely wife Rosemary have been mar-
ried for 33 years and are the proud parents of four
children and two grandchildren.

Clarence and Rosemary live in the house where
Mrs. Post (nee Schroer) was born, located on a farm
in Washington Township. It has been in the family
since 1840, Both of their ancestors came from Ger-
many.

His hobbies include farming, music and collecting
Avon pipes, a hobby initiated by his wife Rosemary
who is a representative of Avon.

Aside from his regular duties, Mr. Post has served
10 years on the Mercer County Board of Mental Re-
tardation Program, he serves as choir director of the
St. Anthony Church and is a World War Il Veteran,
having served 2 years in England. Mr. Post is also a
member of the Eagles and the Catholic Order of For-
esters.

The most enjoyable time is Christmas and Clar-
ence makes it even more so by playing Santa Claus
to many of the local children, especially the handi-
capped.

DONALD R. FOX, M.D.

Mercer County Coroner

Donald R. Fox, M.D. has been the Mercer County
Coroner since 1956 except for one four year term.
He is an undergraduate student of the University of
Alabama and graduated from Temple University
Medical School, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Served
internship and residency at Christ Hospital in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio. Married to Kathleen Shields of Penn-
sylvania and has four daughters. He is President of
the Mercer County Heart Association and has been
a member of this organization for the past 15 years.
He is also a diplomate of the Board of American
College of Family Physicians. His office is at 724 E.
Wayne Street, Celina, Ohio.



OFFICIALS OF MERCER
COUNTY

Treasurers. — ]. P. Hedges, 1824; John Manning,
1825; Robert Bigger, 1826; John Pickerell, 1832; Ed.
M. Phelps, 1837; Robert B. Gordon, 1844; Benjamin
Linzee, 1848; William Hunter, 1852; Benjamin Lin-
zee, 1855; G. W. Raudabaugh, 1860; Christopher
Schunck, 1863; 5. M. Loree, 1868; G. W. Rauda-
baugh, 1870; John W. Crockett, 1872; H. H. Pul-
skamp, 1876; Six Staeger, 1880 (died in office); Jacob
Kreusch, 1881; S. A. Nickerson, 1884; H. J. McKir-
nan, 1888; F, L. Tou Velle, 1892; C, H. Howick, 1896;
W. H. Maehlman, 1900; and James M. Howick, 1904;
C. L. Vining, Sept. 1929; O. V. Runyon, Sept. 1930;
Sebastian J. Samberg, Sept. 1931; Leo Schunck, Sept.
1935; Philip Kable and Henry Forsthoefel, Oct. 1936;
Woodrow L. Schunck, Dec. 1938; Jos. P. Buschor,
July 1944; Delbert J. Roebuck, Sept. 1946; Richard
Feltz, Sept. 1949; W. O. Wright, July 1956; John J.
Fisher, July 1957; Clarence Bruns, Sept. 1969; Walter
R. Fortener, presently serving, Sept. 1977.

Following is a list of all the Sheriffs of Mercer
County from the first to the present with the years
they took office.

W. H. Hinkle, 1825; John Murdock, 1827; Isaac Ap-
plegate, 1829; Joshua Warfield, 1833; James Brown,
1835; John Elliot, 1836; Sabert Scott, 1839; A. T.
Stedman, 1841; Joseph Carlin, 1843; G. W. Tim-
monds, 1846; S. E. Snider, 1851; C. H. Hight, 1856;
Robert Wiley, 1860; G. W. Timmonds, 1862; Henry
L. Johnson, 1866; Thornton Spriggs, 1870; Henry J.
McKirnan, 1874; John G. Blake, 1878; James F. Tim-
monds, 1884; George H. Houser, 1888; George H.
Heffner, 1892; Lorenz Schunk, 1896; Joseph Hinders,
1900; A. B. Grothjan, 1907; Shell Fisher, 1911; Wil-
liam Humphrey, 1915; George M. Betz, 1919;
Charles Creeden, 1923; George M. Betz, 1927; Ed L.
Bernard, 1931; Lawrence M. Davis, (First Four Year
Term), 1935; Bruce Barber, 1941; Dwight Rauden-
bush, 1945; Bruce Barber, 1953; W. C. Sunderhaus*
(First Four Term Sheriff), 1961; E. ]. (Joe) Gilmore*,
1977.

Recorders. — James Watson Riley, 1825; E. A.
McMahon, 1841; L. D. McMahon, 1843; William
Hunter, 1848; Jeremiah Sunday, 1851; B. B. Allen,
1855; J. W. Johnston, 1858; T. G. Tou Velle, 1861; J.
B. Perwessel, 1867; Edward Landfair, 1873; S. S.
Scranton, 1880; William Snyder, 1886; John E. Ham-
burger, 1892; Charles Fox, 1898; and Joseph F, Teb-
ben, 1904; Joe F. Tebben, September 1904 thru Sep-
tember 1909; H. C. Thomas, September 1909 thru
August 1913; Henry ]. Stelzer, September 1913 thru
August 1917; Jas E. Hart, September 1917 thru Feb-
ruary 1918; A. B. Wolf, February 1918 thru August
1923; H. ]. Hinders, September 1923 thru September
1927; 5. V. Brown, September 1927 thru December
1936; C. H. Grieshop, January 1937 thru December
1943; M. R. Grieshop, December 1943 thru April
1944; Eileen Engelman, May 1944 thru June 1951;
Gertrude McCain, July 1951 thru August 1970; Patri-
cia E. Grote (acting), August 25, 1970 thru Septem-
ber 11, 1970; Clarence H. Post, September 1970 thru
present time.

Auditors. — William B. Hedges, 1824; David
Armstrong, 1825; Justin Hamilton, 1827; William
Armstrong, 1827; Franklin Linzee, 1836; L. D.

McMahon, 1839; B. F. Schroeder, 1841; M. W,
Smith, 1844; H. F. Juneman, 1848; Elisha Phelps,
1852; G. W. Raudabaugh, 1855; R. G. Blake, 1859; 5.
S. Snyder, 1863; T. G. Tou Velle, 1867; S. S. Snyder,
1871; ]. V. Sidenbender, 1878; T. G. Tou Velle, 1885;
S. S. Snyder, 1886; Charles A. Kleoeb, 1890; T. A.
Weis, 1900; ]J. L. Morrow, Oct. 1907; Oct. 1909; J. F.
Steinbrunner, Oct. 1913; E. G. Ungerer, Oct. 1917;
Henry Forsthoefel, Mar. 1923; Henry A. Herman,
Mar. 1931; W, O. Monroe, Mar. 1935; Fred ]. Wim-
mers, Mar. 1943; J. A. Gilberg, Mar. 1947; Tom Tim-
merman, Mar, 1959; Tom Timmerman, presently
serving.

Prosecuting Attorneys. — W. 1. Thomas, 1824; G.
B. Holt, 1841; O. C. Rood, 1842; N. H. Starbrand,
1844; 5. R. Mott, 1847; F. C. Le Blond, 1849; J. W. Ri-
ley, 1853; F. C. Le Blond, 1855; N. L. Hibbard, 1858;
F. C. Le Blond, 1859; W. Baker, 1861; Thomas J.
Godfrey, 1863; N. L. Hibbard, 1866; Keepers Al-
berry, 1867; W. F. Miller, 1871; 5. A. Armstrong,
1875; C. G. O. Miller, 1879; B. M. Clen Dening, 1885;
H. A. Miller, 1891; P. E. Kenney, 1897; and Clarence
E. Marsh, 1903.

The following is a list of all elected Mercer
County Prosecuting Attorneys from 1903 to the
present and the years they took office:

C. E. Marsh (D) serving from January 1903; John G.
Romer (D) serving from January 1909; B. A. Myers
(D) serving from October 1913; C. A. Stubbs (D)
serving from January 1917; Frank L. Kloeb (D) serv-
ing from January 1921; John W, Loree (D) serving
from January 1925; John R. Pierce (D) serving from
January 1928; T. Donald Short (D) serving from No-
vember 1932; Henry ]. Knapke (D) serving from Jan-
uary 1937; Walter R. Bernard (D) serving from Janu-
ary 1945; Don W. Montgomery (R) serving from
January 1953; R. Dean James (D) serving from June
1956; Henry J. (Murph) Knapke, Jr., (D) serving from
January 1977.

Engineers. — Justin Hamilton, 1827; Robert
Grant, 1833; Justin Hamilton, 1835; Robert Young,
1836; Justin Hamilton, 1837; J. S. Huston, 1839;
Odell Thomas, 1843; Cyrenus Elliott, 1845; Samuel
Thompson, 1849; J. Crow, 1850; Smith H. Clark,
1852; A. |. Linzee, 1854; Marcus Schuyler, 1858; 1. F.
Raudabaugh, 1873; Marcus Schuyler, 1876; Jesse De
Ford, 1881; Clyde Smith, 1887; Anthony Fishbaugh,
1890; Martin Lutz, 1896; Loree Marsh, 1906-1910;
Dillon Smalley, 1911-1914; Noah L. Hinton, 1915-
1919; Joe Myers, 1920-1927; Ralph G. Wright, 1928-
1935; Francis D, Kuckuck, 1936-1939; Zoyd M. Flaler
(6 Months 1946), 1940-1946; Jacob F, Mollenkopf (11

Months 1951), 1946-1951; B. R. Gebhart, 1951-1960;
Vernon P. Anselman, 1961-1964; Bernard R. Geb-
hart, 1965-1980.

Judges of the Common Pleas Court, Mercer
County, Ohio — Henry A. Miller, 1914-1938; Ray-
mond A. Younger, 1939-1947; Paul P. Dull, 1947-
1974; Dean James, 1975-,

Probate Judges. — W. L. Blocker, Oct. 1852; Jacob
Broadwell, Oct. 1860; R. G. Blake, Oct. 1866; Wil-
liam Clay, Oct. 1872; D. J. Roop, Feb. 1876; H. H.
Pulskamp, Feb. 1881; S. S. Scranton, Feb. 1888; F. S.
Collins, Feb. 1894; J. G. Beckman, Feb. 1897; Robert
L. Mattingly, May 1897; C. G. O. Miller, Nov. 1897;
P. F. Dugan, Feb. 1903; Orville Raudabaugh, Feb.
1913; C. 5. Younger, Feb. 1917; Frank V. Short, Feb.



1921; C. S. Johnson, Feb. 1925; Raymond A.
Younger, March 1929; John Mesarvey, Feb. 1933;
Don M. Purdy, June 1953; H. ]. Hinders, Oct. 1959;
Lewis W. Whitmer, Nov. 1971; Lewis W. Whitmer,
Present.

Clerks of Courts. — James Watson Riley, 1824;
Franklin Linzee, 1841; James Watson Riley, 1848; H.
F. Juneman, 1851; Hiram Murlin, 1860; John W. De
Ford, 1866; T. G. Tou Velle, 1872; Edward Landfair,
1882; Henry Lennartz, 1888; ]. F. Dysert, 1894; Sam-
uel J. Vining, 1897; L. N. Johnson, 1903 (died January
18, 1905); and John L. Wyckoff, the present incum-
bent (appointed January, 1905, to serve unexpired
term of Johnson; elected in 1905 and began his term
of three years August 6, 1906); John L. Wyckoff,
1905-1911; Walter L. Johnson, 1911-1915; . B. Has-
linger, 1916-1918; Robert Schindler, 1919-1923; Phil-
lip Kable Jr., 1924-1925; Lawrence Kable, 1926-1932;
Wilbert Disher, 1933-1936; Paul Hinkle, 1937-1944;
Dwight Laffin, 1945-1976; James ]. Highley, 1977-.

Mercer County Commissioners From 1824 to
1906. — David Hays, 1824; Solomon Carr, 1824;
Thomas Scott, 1824; Ansel Blossom, 1824; James Va-
nardol, 1824; Ansel Blossom, 1824; Israel Dungan,
1825; Solomon Carr, 1825; Thomas McCumsey,
1825; Joel Wood, 1826; Picket Doute, 1828; Christo-
pher Wood, 1830; Isaac Nichols, 1831; Samuel Ruck-
man, 1832; W. B. Hedges, 1833; Samuel McKee,
1834; Alexander Grant, 1835; Samuel Ruckman,
1836; Picket Doute, 1836; John Wright, 1838; Picket
Doute, 1839; Elisha Noble, 1840; David Anderson,
1841; Charles Boesel, 1842; Elisha Noble, 1843; John
Betz, 1844; Charles Boesel, 1845; Elisha Noble, 1846;
John 5. McDowell, 1847; Samuel Ruckman, 1848; G.
J. Sheldon, 1848; David Hays, 1848; Fredrick Elking,
1849; Thomas Roop, 1850; Nathan Vantilberg, 1851;
Matthias Gast, 1852; Robert H. Dunathan, 1853; Na-
than Vantilberg, 1854; Matthias Gast, 1855; John
McDonald, 1856; George Speaker, 1857; Christian
Schmick, 1858; John McDonald, 1859; George
Speaker, 1860; Christian Schmick, 1861; Adam
Baker, 1862; Joseph May, 1863; George Myers, 1864;
Adam Baker, 1865; William Clay, 1866; George
Myers, 1867; Jacob Gerlach, 1868; William Clay,
1869; John Betz, 1870; Jacob Gerlach, 1871; P, Har-
man, 1872; John Betz, 1873; Thomas Snyder, 1874; P.
Harman, 1875; J. F. Romer, 1876; John Frahm, 1877;
James B. Snyder, 1878; ]. F. Romer, 1879; John
Frahm, 1880; James B. Snyder, 1881; J. F. Romer,
1882; John Frahm, 1882; James B. Snyder, 1882; John
Frahm, 1883; James B. Snyder, 1883; William Lacy,
1883; James B. Snyder, 1884; William Lacy, 1884;
John H. Siebert, 1884; William Lacy, 1885; John H.

Siebert, 1885; Peter Haubert, 1885; John H. Siebert,
1886; Peter Haubert, 1886; Christ Fanger, 1886; Peter
Haubert, 1887; John H. Siebert, 1887; Christ Fanger,
1887; Christ Fanger, 1888; Peter Haubert, 1888; John
H. Siebert, 1888; John H. Siebert, 1889; Christ Fan-
ger, 1889; Peter Haubert, 1889; Peter Haubert, 1890;
Christ Fanger, 1890; T. B. Behmyer, 1890; Christ
Fanger, 1891; Abraham Mott, 1891; T. B. Behmyer,
1891; T. B. Behmyer, 1892; Abraham Mott, 1892; N.
N. Schwietermann, 1892; Abraham Mott, 1893; T. B.
Behmyer, 1893; N. N. Schwietermann, 1893; N. N,
Schwietermann, 1894; T. B. Behmyer, 1894; William
H. Lowry, 1894; N. N. Schwietermann, 1895; T. B.
Behmyer, 1895; William H. Lowry, 1895; William H.
Lowry, 1896; T. B. Behmyer, 1896; N. N. Schwieter-

mann, 1896; William H. Lowry, 1897; N. N. Schwiet-
ermann, 1897: Charles Bollenbacher, 1897; N. N.
Schwietermann, 1898; Charles Bollenbacher, 1898;
George W. Frisinger, 1898; John W. Karch, 1898;
Charles Bollenbacher, 1899; George W. Frisinger,
1899; John W. Karch, 1899; George W. Frisinger,
1900; Charles Bollenbacher, 1900; John W. Karch,
1900; John W. Karch, 1901; Charles Bollenbacher,
1901; George W. Frisinger, 1901; Charles Bollen-
bacher, 1902; George W. Frisinger, 1902; John W,
Karch, 1902; George W. Frisinger, 1903; John W,
Karch, 1903; Daniel Myers, 1903; Peter Linn, 1903;
John W. Karch, 1904; John W. Karch, 1904; Peter
Linn, 1904; Isaac Brandon, 1904; Peter Linn, 1905; Is-
aac Brandon, 1905; Daniel Myers, 1905; Peter Linn,
1906; Isaac Brandon, 1906; Daniel Myers, 1906; Isaac
Brandon, 1907; Daniel Myers, 1907; Peter Linn,
1907; Daniel Myers, 1908; Peter Linn, 1908; lsaac
Brandon, 1908; Peter Linn, 1909; Isaac Brandon,
1909; Daniel Myers, 1909; Fred Heiby, 1909; I. N.
Kiser, 1909; Frank Dillhoff, 1909; Fred Heiby, 1910;
I. N. Kiser, 1910; Frank Dillhoff, 1910; L. N. Kiser,
1911; Fred Heiby, 1911; Frank Dillhoff, 1911; Frank
Dillhoff, 1912; Fred Heiby, 1912; . N. Kiser, 1912; L.
N. Kiser, 1913; Fred Heiby, 1913; Frank Dillhoff,
1913; Andrew Brunswick, 1914; Bernard Evers, 1914;
Henry Behrens, 1914; Andrew Brunswick, 1915;
Henry Behrens, 1915; Bernard Evers, 1915; Henry
Behrens, 1916; Andrew Brunswick, 1916; Bernard
Evers, 1916; Henry Behrens, 1917; Bernard Evers,
1917; Andrew Brunswick, 1917; George Hill, 1917;
Robert Steinbrunner, 1917; John Now, 1917; George
Hill, 1918; Robert Steinbrunner, 1918; John Now,
1918; George Hill, 1919; Robert Steinbrunner, 1919;
John Now, 1919; George Hill, 1920; Robert Stein-
brunner, 1920; John Now, 1920; Robert Steinbrun-
ner, 1921; George Hill, 1921; W. A. Hamilton, 1921;
Fred Miller, 1922; Frank Coate, 1922; B. F. Smith,
1922; Frank Coate, 1923; B. F. Smith, 1923; Fred J.
Goettemoeller, 1923; Frank Coate, 1924; B. F. Smith,
1924; Fred ]. Goettemoeller, 1924; Fred J. Goettem-
oeller, 1925; Jesse T. Sell, 1925; G. W. Kinkley, 1925;
Fred ]. Goettemoeller, 1926; Jesse T. Sell, 1926; G. W.
Kinkley, 1926; Jesse T. Sell, 1927; G. W. Kinkley,
1927; Fred Miller, 1927; Jesse T. Sell, 1928; G. W.
Kinkley, 1928; Fred Miller, 1928; G. W. Kinkley,
1929; Jesse T. Sell, 1929; Fred Miller, 1929; G. W.
Kinkley, 1930; Jesse T. Sell, 1930; Fred Miller, 1930;
G. W. Kinkley, 1931; Jesse T. Sell, 1931; Fred ]. Goet-
temoeller, 1931; Jesse T. Sell, 1932; G. W. Kinkley,
1932; Fred J. Goettemoeller, 1932; Fred ]. Goettem-
oeller, 1933; Daniel Moeller, 1933; Charles Frysinger,
1933; Lewis D. Frysinger, 1933; Fred ]J. Goettemoel-

ler, 1934; Daniel Moeller, 1934; Lewis D. Frysinger,
1934; Lewis D. Frysinger, 1935; Daniel Moeller, 1935;
D. F. Bollenbacher, 1935; Lewis D. Frysinger, 1936;
Daniel Moeller, 1936; D. F. Bollenbacher, 1936; D. F.
Bollenbacher, 1937; Daniel Moeller, 1937; Henry
Lechner, 1937; Henry Lechner, 1938; Daniel Moeller,
1938; D. F. Bollenbacher, 1938; Henry Lechner, 1939;
Daniel Moeller, 1939; Anson Morrow, 1939; Daniel
Moeller, 1940; Henry Lechner, 1940; Anson Morrow,
1940; Anson Morrow, 1941; John H. Dorsten, 1941;
Gale Hook, 1941; Wayne Morrow, 1941; John H.
Dorsten, 1942; Gale Hook, 1942; Wayne Morrow,
1942; John H. Dorsten, 1943; Gale Hook, 1943; Sam
Rhodes, 1943; Gale Hook, 1944; John H. Dorsten,
1944; Sam Rhodes, 1944; Sam Rhodes, 1945; An-



thony Kleinhenz, 1945; G. C. Lampy, 1945; Sam
Rhodes, 1946; G. C. Lampy, 1946; Anthony Klein-
henz, 1946; G. C. Lampy, 1947; Anthony Kleinhenz,
1947; Sam Rhodes, 1947; Anthony Kleinhenz, 1948;
Sam Rhodes, 1948; G. C. Lampy, 1948; Ed Fleck,
1949; John H. Dorsten, 1949; Sam Rhodes, 1949; Ed
Fleck, 1950; John H. Dorsten, 1950; Sam Rhodes,
1950; Sam Rhodes, 1951; John H. Dorsten, 1951; Ed
Fleck, 1951; John H. Dorsten, 1952; Sam Rhodes,
1952; Ed Fleck, 1952; Sam Rhodes, 1953; Ivan B. Da-
vis, 1953; Dwight Raudenbush, 1953; Joseph Hart-
ings, 1953; Dwight Raudenbush, 1954; Joseph Hart-
ings, 1954; Ivan B. Davis, 1954; Ivan B. Davis, 1955;
Joseph Hartings, 1955; Dwight Raudenbush, 1955;
Joseph Hartings, 1956; Dwight Raudenbush, 1956;
Ivan B. Davis, 1956; Joseph Hartings, 1957; Lawrence
M. Davis, 1957; John R. Suhr, 1957; Lawrence M.
Davis, 1958; John R. Suhr, 1958; Joseph Hartings,
1958; John R. Suhr, 1959; Lawrence M. Davis, 1959;
Joseph Hartings, 1959; Joseph Hartings, 1960; Law-
rence M. Davis, 1960; John R. Surh, 1960; Joseph
Hartings, 1961; John R. Suhr, 1961; Henry N. Miller,
1961; Henry N. Miller, 1962; John R. Suhr, 1962; Jo-
seph Hartings, 1962; John R. Suhr, 1963; Joseph
Hartings, 1963; Henry N. Miller, 1963; Joseph Hart-
ings, 1964; Henry N. Miller, 1964; John R. Suhr,
1964; Joseph Hartings, 1965; John R. Suhr, 1965;
George J. Bihn, 1965; John R. Suhr, 1966; George ].
Bihn, 1966; Joseph Hartings, 1966; George ]. Bihn,
1967; John R. Suhr, 1967; Lester ]. Brandewie, 1967;
Lester J. Brandewie, 1968; George ]. Bihn, 1968; John
R. Suhr, 1968; George ]. Bihn, 1969; Lester ]. Bran-
dewie, 1969; Ralph Klosterman, 1969; Ralph Kloster-
man, 1970; George J. Bihn, 1970; Lester J. Brandewie,
1970; George J. Bihn, 1971; Ralph Klosterman, 1971;
Lee V. Garman, 1971; Ralph Klosterman, 1972;
George J. Bihn, 1972; Lee V. Garman, 1972; Ralph
Klosterman, 1973; George ]. Bihn, 1973; Lee Garman,
1973; Ralph Klosterman, 1974; George J. Bihn, 1974;
Lee Garman, 1974; Ralph Klosterman, 1975; George
J. Bihn, 1975; Ralph Dicke, 1975; Ralph Dicke, 1976;
George J. Bihn, 1976; Ralph Klosterman, 1976; Ralph
Klosterman, 1977; Ralph Dicke, 1977; W.alter
Schmiesing, 1977; Ralph Dicke, 1978; Walter

Schmiesing, 1978; Ralph Klosterman, 1978.

FARM FACTS ON
MERCER COUNTY

Mercer County is one of Ohio’s leading agricul-

tural counties.

Measured by cash receipts from farming, Mercer
County ranks second among Ohio’s 88 counties
with $78,893,000 for farm operators. (Darke County
— our neighbor to the south — leads all Ohio coun-
ties with $93,701,000 in cash receipts. Darke County
however is larger geographically and Mercer County
loses 14,175 tillable acres with Grand Lake).’

In Ohio, Mercer County ranks:

First in poultry.

$12,049,000 in cash receipts
Second in dairy.

$16,643,000 in cash receipts
Fifth in hogs. $11,879,000 in cash receipts
Seventh in corn.

$12,926,000 in cash receipts

Mercer County has about 2,080 farms, and farm-
land totalling 274,000 acres. That’s about 132 acres
per farm. Cash receipts average about $36,024 per
farm, or $262.00 per acre. The average age of a Mer-
cer County farmer is 48.4 years old.

Crop production figures for Mercer County:

Corn 8,459,000 bushels
(average of 98 bushels per
acre)
2,538,000 bushels
(average of 32.6 bushels per
acre)
1,891,000 bushels
(average of 43 bushels per
acre)
1,097,000 bushels
(average of 59.3 bushels per
acre)
70,500 tons or 3.00 tons per
acre

In addition, receipts from fruits and vegetables in
the county total $1,117,000, consisting chiefly of to-
matoes but including melons, sweet corn, potatoes
and strawberries.

Livestock on Mercer County farms numbers:

30,500 cattle and calves
16,000 dairy cattle
81,600 hogs and pigs
4,200 sheep

As these figures indicate, many of the farms in
Mercer County are relatively small and are family
operated.

Soybeans

Wheat

Oats

Hay

Mercer County Officials, 1971 — Left to Right: Dwight Laffin,
Clerk of Court; Clarence Post, Recorder; Clarence Bruns, Trea-
surer; Bernard Gebhart, Engineer; Cherry Sunderhaus, Sheriff;
Ralph Klosterman, Commissioner; Dean James, Judge, Common
Pleas; George Bihn, Commissioner; Dr. Donald Fox, Coroner;
Lewis Whitmer, Judge Common Pleas Court, Probate Division;
Senator White; Dale Locker, State Representative; Paul Dull,
Judge.
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Mercer County Administration Building

ADMINISTRATION
BUILDING

Western Ohio Education Foundation purchased
the Celina Insurance Group Building and then on
April 2, 1974, Resolution #109, Page 441, Commis-
sioners Journal #37, The Board of County Commis-
sioners of Mercer County, Ohio purchased the
building and completely renovated the building to
provide more office space for Mercer County,

The offices that are in the Mercer County Admin-
istration Building are Second Floor, Mercer County
Board of Education, Supt. of Schools, Boyd Granger;
First Floor, Mercer County Welfare Department,
Administrator, Morris Now, the CETA Programs,
Director, Karen Scheer, and Social Security one day
of the month. Basement, Mercer County Health De-
partment, Commissioner, John W. Chrispin.

MERCER COUNTY
SCHOOLS

Section 3311.05 of the Ohio Revised Code
states:

The territory within the territorial limits of
a county, exclusive of the territory em-
braced in any city school district, exempted
village school district, and excluding the
territory attached thereto for school pur-
poses constitutes a county school district.

Five local school districts comprise the Mercer
County Schools: Marion Local; Mendon-Union Lo-
cal; St. Henry Consolidated Local; Parkway Local;
and Southwest Local. Each district has a board of ed-
ucation consisting of five members. The County
Board of Education, comprised of five members rep-
resenting all five local districts, attempts to provide
those services for the local districts which the locals
are not able to provide for themselves. The county
system has a student enrollment of 4,939, employs
241 certificated teachers, and 15 local administrators
which includes local superintendents, high school
principals and elementary principals. The total
number of school buildings in the county system is
fourteen — five for high school and nine for ele-
mentary and junior high. The 1907 Mercer County
history lists 129 school houses in the county, of
which thirteen rooms were devoted to high school
purposes.

Presumably, County School Districts in Ohio
were created in order to provide some form of su-
pervision for the educational program of all boys
and girls of school age in Ohio, but with particular
emphasis upon the rural communities. Prior to 1914,
the village and rural schools in Ohio, in many in-
stances, received little or no supervision. In addition,
it was difficult for the state to secure valid statistical
reports from the schools, or to disseminate informa-
tion from the state to the schools because these re-
ports had to be secured from the county auditors, or
from clerks of boards of education. Consequently,
even though public education was recognized as a
function of the state, approximately two-thirds of
the public school pupils were enrolled in the schools
with which the state had very little contact, and
there was little influence on the type of educational
program which was promoted in these schools.

Since the county was already a political unit for



administrative and governmental affairs existing in
the state, it was natural to turn to this unit for liai-
son between the state and local school districts, with
the County Superintendent acting as the important
link — channeling information to the state in regard
to schools within the county system — representing
both the county and state as distinct from the board
of education.

Through the years, the position of the county su-
perintendent has grown and is continuing to grow in
importance. County boards of education were given
the authority and responsibility of appointing the
county superintendent, who serves as the executive
officer of the board. Professional standards were es-
tablished for qualifications of the county superin-
tendent, and thereby the office has been kept rela-
tively free from partisan politics. State statutes and

directives, as well as state and local policy, have
broadened the scope of the position, making possi-
ble increases in professional staffs and providing
new services through the county superintendent's
office to local schools.

Tyéaical of the duties and services of the county
board of education and the county superintendent
are: the appointment of all county school officials;
planning the budget of operating the expense of the
board; providing supervision for the regular and
special classrooms; in general, providing for the bet-
terment of education in the county. The County Of-
fice acts as a partner with the local school districts
and the state in the operation of a sound school sys-
tem. Additional services include a county film li-
brary service; coordination of inter-school activities;
providing meetings with consultants and specialists
as an in-service training program; issuance of work-
ing permits; and the development of curriculum
guides,

The role of the county superintendent is that of
the educational planner, educational statesman, ed-
ucational leader, stimulator of local effort, and the
promoter of local initiative. The local superintend-
ent of the individual districts is the director of the
local programs, the leader of local lay and profes-
sional groups, and the day-by-day practitioner of
educational activities. Both leaders, working within
the framework, have many common responsibilities,
as each supplements the other in developing a good
educational program for the youth of the county.

The staff of the Mercer County School System is
comprised of ten certificated employees, housed in
offices provided by the Mercer County Commis-
sioners. These offices are located on the third floor
of the Court House Annex, 311 S. Main St., Celina,
Ohio. The staff includes one superintendent, Mr.
Boyd Granger; two general supervisors, Mr. Jon Si-
denbender and Mrs. Mary Alice Anthony; two
school psychologists, Mrs. Ardyth Shaffer and Mr.
Tom Mosier; two speech and hearing clinicians,
Miss Julie Field and Miss Jackie Kelso; one supervi-
sor for Special Education, Mrs. Sharon Williams;
one work-study coordinator, Mrs. Lois Koch; and
one audio-visual director (part time), Mr. Bob
Miller. The secretarial staff consists of one adminis-
trative secretary, Miss Madge Shock, and one recep-
tionist-secretary, Miss Linda Bollenbacher.

The members of the County Board of Education
are: President Robert Beerbower, Vice-President
Neil Diller, Edwin Elking, John Maurer and Roger

Schwieterman.

The Special Education classes were accelerated in
the county schools through the efforts of Mrs. Ar-
dyth Shaffer and Mr. Boyd Granger during the
1969-70 school year. Mercer County Schools pio-
neered the Learning Disability program (at that time
neurologically handicapped was the term) in this
area of Ohio — with one classroom unit in the
Southwest Local District, Ft. Recovery where Mr.
Arthur Rose was the Superintendent and greatly
spurred the effort. Mrs. Connie Stocksdale served as
the first consultant. Other districts provided tutor-
ing programs, and quickly followed with classrooms
in the ensuing years. Today there are nine Learning
Disability classrooms and seven tutoring programs
in the county schools with additional units in Celina
City and Coldwater Exempted Village districts. Mrs.

Sharon Williams serves all the county Special Edu-
cation units and Celina and Coldwater as well.

As the work load increased, an additional psy-
chologist became necessary. Mr, Tom Mosier filled
that position beginning with the 1974 school year.
The need for a work-study coordinator became ap-
parent as the Special Education students progressed
to high school. Accordingly, Mrs. Lois Koch became
the first staff member to fill that position — during
the 1974 school year.

A few of the names of former Superintendents or
Assistant Superintendents include S. Cotterman, M.
O. Krugh, D. B. Spangler, Henry Bernard, Clarence
W. Specht, Glen West and Howard Smith.

Familiar names of those who served on the
County Board of Education include Wm. H. Romer,
W. C. Skinner, J. D. Kremer, H. O. Purdy, H. J. Bo-
benmoyer, John C, Weigel, Sylvan F. Bihn, Arnold
Schoch, Leo B. Hausfe?d, Leo E. Romer, Arnold
Cron, E. ]. Bomholt, Eugene Springer, Norbert Vo-
gel, Charles J. Kaiser, L. W. Merkle, William H. Post,
Clarence Post, Roman Rose, Dr. Edward Meixner,
Ralph Lewis, Richard Stephenson, Dick Mescher,
Alfred Homan and Mark Schwieterman.

In the field of speech therapy, begun in the fifties,
the names of Esther Smith, Ethelann Stump, Diana
Gallman, Joan VonderHaar, Mary Ann Thomas,
Teri Stephens, Kathy Winter, and Abby Herbst will
be remembered. Elementary supervision, also initi-
ated in the fifties, includes the names of Marie Mor-
row, Fern Friedly and Ray Cron. Joseph Schlotterer
served as the first high school supervisor beginning
in the sixties.

Those who have served as secretaries or part time
clerical help through the years include Ruthana
Shock Regedanz, Martha Jane Shock, Kathy Kramer,
Mary Jo Schmitmeyer, Kathy Young, Pam Niem-
eyer, Cynthia Morgan and Karen Rindler.

The names of Fred Fisher and Vincent Muhlen-
kamp will be remembered as having been attend-
ance officers.

In addition to the many supplemental services
provided for the staffs and students of the county
system, special services are provided through con-
tractual arrangements to city and exempted village
schools. Also, regional educational needs are met
through coordination of many state and federal pro-
grams.,

In conclusion, the County Office of Education is
tru(l)yha vital learning link in today’s public education
in Ohio.

19



20

Cheryl Ann School, Mercer County Mental Retardation Program

MERCER COUNTY
MENTAL RETARDATION
PROGRAM

Dorothy C. Simons is superintendent of the Mer-
cer County Mental Retardation Program. The pro-
gram was started in 1956. A group of businessmen,
clergy, and other interested individuals got together
and decided it was time, or past time, to provide an
educational opportunity for the mentally retarded.

The first cfass was held November 19, 1956, in
space provided by the Coldwater School System
with an enrollment of five. After several years the
program was moved to Celina, Ohio, with a class at
West Elementary School, Oak Tree Lodge, and the
basement of the First Church of God.

1961

The Cheryl Ann School was constructed with
funds provided through private, civic, and industrial
donations, and largely through volunteer or at-cost
labor. During this time the program was financed by
private donations and later by State Aid, Combined
Charities, and donations. Later the Mercer County
voters provided an operating levy of .3 mills.

1965
The Mercer County voters again provided an op-
erating levy of .3 mills. Total enrollment was 30, 26
of whom were from Mercer County, and 4 from Van
Wert County.

1968

In January of 1968 after having been under the
Mercer County Welfare Department the program
was placed under its own Board, as provided by
House Bill #169. Total enrollment for the year was
38, causing an overcrowded situation at the Cheryl
Ann School. In the summer of 1968 the Home
Training Program was started.

1969

The Adult Activity Center Program was started in
early 1969 and was provided with rented space at
306 East Anthony Street. Enrollment was 13 at the
Adult Activity Center. The Pre-School program was
started in September 1969 and due to lack of room
at Cheryl Ann, this class of 6 met in the educational
wing of St. Paul’s Methodist Church.

1970
Total enrollment for the 1970-71 school year at

Pre-School, Community Classes, Adult Center, and
Home Training programs was 93.

1971
Total enrollment for the 1971-72 school year at
Pre-School, Community Classes, Adult Center, and
Home Training programs was 98.

1972
Total enrollment for the 1972-73 school year in all
phases of the program was 104.

1973

Developmental Classes were started with space
provided at St. Paul’s Methodist Church in the edu-
cational wing, and a full time Speech Therapist was
hired. Total enrollment was 119 in Pre-School, De-
velopmental, Community Classes, Adult Activity
Center, and Home Training. The Commissioners al-
located $250,000.00 from federal revenue sharing for
construction of the new facility. Kick off for the
Building Fund drive was $100,000.00. Total pledges
received were $120,000.00 with matching funds as-
sured by the State.

1974
Total enrollment for the 1974-75 school year was
103 in all phases of the program. The drop in enroll-
ment was due to transfers to other locations.

1975
Bids were awarded for the new facility at the cor-
ner of Fleetfoot Road and Mud Pike., Construction
started in April of 1975 and is due for completion in
February of 1976. Total enrollment was 105 for all
phases of the program.

1976
The Office moved into the new facility in March
of 1976, and the Adult Center moved into the new
facility in May of 1976. Community classes moved
into the new school in September 1976. The Dedica-
tion was held on Labor Day, September 6, 1976. To-
tal enrollment for all phases of the program was 106,

1978

Construction began on new workshop facility
near present workshop. Facilities will be shared with
main bldg. Total enrollment in program at 107.
Plans are for the construction of the first residential
home for adult males to begin in the winter of 1978.
Services offered are: Home training services, pre-
school services, developmental, community class
program and Adult Activity Center.



MERCER COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY
(FAIR BOARD)

In 1975, the Society obtained this metal building,
and remodeled it and made it into the present “Mer-
cer County Fair Board, Secretary’s office.” It is lo-
cated west of the grandstand, on the fairgrounds.
This building also serves as the monthly meeting
place, with a conference room. At the far west end
of the building, the Red Cross operate out of this
special room, during the week of the fair. This
building is a great asset for before the Secretary al-
ways had to move all the records to an area under
the grandstand for the week of the fair. Now the
Secretary’s office is permanently in this newly re-
modeled building, year around.

The fairgrounds is approximately 63% acres, and
there are 35 buildings on the grounds.

1978 Officers and Directors of the Mercer County
Agr. Society are:
President — Paul L. Bills
642 W. Fulton 5t. Celina, Ohio
Vice-President — Fred Baltzell
205 N. Oak 5t. Rockford, Ohio
Secretary & Treasurer — Ruth Myers
3551 Tama Rd. Rockford, Ohio
Directors —
Blackcreek Township — Robert Humbert
Butler Township — John Frahm
Center Township — Tom Holtman
Dublin Township — Fred Baltzell
Franklin Township — Wallace Klosterman
Gibson Township — Aloys Link
Granville Township — Florence Evers
Hopewell Township — Gordon Hayes
Jefferson Township — Paul L. Bills
Jefferson Township — Joe Boley
Liberty Township — Arnold Fast
Marion Township — Jerry Roeckner
Recovery Township — Nick Kremer
Union Township — Gene Counterman
Washington Township — William Miller
The Mercer County Agricultural Society was or-
ganized May 28, 1847, (Ohio Cultivator, 1847, p. 95)

and reorganized March 27, 1852. The first fair was
held at Celina, October 28 of the same year. “This
was but an experiment but the result satisfied every-
one, that we can and will have a flourishing society,
and that the ‘Swamps of Hoop-poledom’ will yet be
known in Ohio as second to no part of the state in

fertility and productiveness.” (Agricultural Report,
1852, p. 295.)

In a measure, the county fair has been the means
of bringing about the raising of better grades of
stock, and the using of better and more improved
farming implements and machinery, which has re-
sulted in the securing of better prices for all the
products raised on the farm. (History of Mercer
County, 1907, p. 62.)

The first fair was held on the east side of the town
of Celina, on the north bank of Grand Reservoir, on
a plot of ground owned at that time by the State of
Ohio, containing about 17 or 18 acres. It was a beau-
tiful tract of land overlooking the Grand Reservoir
— Lake Mercer. The deed records show that the so-
ciety in February, 1872, purchased this tract of land
from the State of Ohio, and upon this the annual
fairs were held. In June, 1878, the society, foreseeing
the necessity of more ample grounds for the yearly
fairs bought land from the Brandon heirs, on the
west side of town, which tract constitutes the
present Fair Grounds. On November 2, 1893, the so-
ciety purchased some land from John W. Deford.
This was the beginning of what we all know as the
“Mercer County Banner Fair.” Submitted By Ruth Myers

Mercer County 4-H Camp

4-H CAMP

Harbor Point 4-H Camp located on Grand Lake
St. Marys, near Celina, Ohio has a campground situ-
ated on 8 spacious acres of land in a picturesque set-
ting. For 30 years it has been providing campers with
hours of recreational fund and activity.

The camp has much interesting history, having
made the transition from an Indian burial grounds
to a Prisoner of War Camp and finally to a 4-H
Camp within a time period of 150 years. Various ar-
tifacts, arrowheads, and trinkets have been found
but relatively little is known about the Indians who
occupied this land. In 1944 some 300 German War
Prisoners aged 17 and 18 came to Mercer County to
pick tomatoes for local canneries and were housed
at Harbor Point. When the war was over it became
the 4-H Camp as we know it today.

Harbor Point Camp is ideal for swimming, fishing,
and boating as a result of its being situated on a
lake, although out-of-state residents will need an
Ohio Fishing License. Two sandy beaches border the
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