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Preface

As authors/editors of this book, we wish to thank the people of the Coldwater community
(village and rural) for the opportunity to do this book. The businesses and organizations
whose stories are presented within must be thanked for making the book possible. The book
simply would not exist without their support.

In many real senses, this book had its genesis in the 1978 MERCER COUNTY HIS-
TORY, when the authors first worked together to research the history of this community.
The preparation of this book started about three years ago, and about two years ago the
Steering Committee of the Coldwater Sesquicentennial Committee gave us the opportunity
fo be “the book” for the celebration. Our heartfelt thanks to the Committee.

Many history books are written describing events long after they have happened, and
the past events described in this book have been taken from accounts published at the time
of the event. However, the focus of this book is on Coldwater, Ohio, in 1988. It is an attempt
to show future generations how the people of Coldwater live and function at this time. Some
history of the village, organizations, and families is necessary to understand how and why
we do things, since all of us are products of our own past. It is our fervent hope that this
book will increase its usefulness as time progresses, and that in 2038 when our home town
celebrates its Bi-centennial, this book will allow the citizens of that time to understand how
we lived back in 1988.

As in all books, thanks must be given to many people. Whenever this is done, someone
is inadvertently missed, and our apologies if we do miss someone. First, our thanks to Dr.
Emerita Schulte, for her help in editing and proofreading the family histories. Our thanks to
Gary Lefeld for his photography. Our thanks to the citizens, businesses, and organizations
for use of their photographs. Our thanks to Linus Hausfeld, Louise Hileman, Vera Speicher,
Ray Feltz, and the Coldwater Schools for helping with addresses and mailings. Thanks to
Jan Broering for typing some of the family histories.

We must express our thanks to the MERCER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY for
their continued support and for being the publishers of this book, and also thanks to the
members of the Society for their support of all efforts to preserve local history.

And, last but certainly not least, we must thank our respective spouses, Eileen Weber

and Alvin Alig, for their gifts of time and support.
Eugene J. Weber

Joyce L. Alig

CO-AUTHORS/EDITORS
EUGENE WEBER AND JOYCE ALIG
April 20, 1988, the day they finished the book, COLD-
WATER, OHIO AT 150 for Coldwater’s Sesquicenten-
nial Celebration 1838-1988.



Gary Lefeld photograph

T2 u.n’- _.-F“' )

u_
g
|
w

\
l. b
e




Sesquicentennial Steering Committee

The Steering Committee for the 1988 Coldwater Sesquicentennial was formed almost
three years ago after a discussion by the Coldwater Chamber of Commerce. Various groups
and individuals were invited to form a committee, and from this group the steering commit-
tee was elected. In the first year, the committee met bi-monthly, but as the celebration
grew nearer, their meetings became more frequent. All organizations in the Coldwater
community were invited to participate, and the response has been overwhelming. The pride
that Coldwater citizens have felt in their community for the past 150 years is still alive, and
is evident in this book and in the celebration in August, 1988.

The Steering Committee has been the co-ordinating agency for the celebration, but it is
the citizens and organizations of the village that have made the celebration a success — and
also the community that we are all celebrating.

Steering Committee members, left to right:

Seated, Joyce Alig; Tom Knapke; Jerry Heyne, Co-Chairman; Paul Bettinger, Co-
Chairman; Mauri Cron, Secretary; Jack Hartings, Treasurer; Janet Gels.

Standing, Romie Schwieterman; Mike Luken; Scott Halterman; Jerry Bertke; Donna
Fiely; Gene Weber; Bob Beer; Bill Simons; and Paul Streacker.



Left to Right: Richard Boeckman, Robert Fisher, John Shier, Dave
Bruns, Jeanette Billerman (Clerk-Treasurer), Maurice Cron (Mayor),
Ray Kremer (Village Administrator), Walter Weigel, Eugene Weber,
Paul Rutschilling

Seated at left side: Brian Wilcox, Assistant Village Administrator

RONALD PUTHOFF, cuainwan HERBERT MUHLENKAMP JERRY LAFFIN

BOARD OF

MERCER COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

CELINA, OHIO 45823

JOAN BOLLENBACHER. CLERWADM ©F THE BOAND
March 22, 1988

Village of Coldwater
West Main Street
Coldwater;, Ohio

TO THE RESIDENTS OF COLDWATER:

We, recognize Coldwater as an outstanding Community
of Mercer County, Ohio

The Board of County Commiassicners of Mercer
County. Ohio do hereby support the Sesquicentennial
Celebration of Coldwater, Ohio for the years 1838 to
1988. We look forward to future accomplishments of
the village.

Sincerely yours,
Board of County Commissioners
Mercer County, Ohio

L to R: Ron Puthoff, Jerry Laffin, Herb Muhlenkamp

RP/jb
cc: Mercer County Bistorical Society, Joyce Alig
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Coldwater

Coldwater, Butler Township, and all of Mercer
County, were virgin timber land when acquired from
the Indians by the new state of Ohio. There are no in-
dications that there were ever any Indian villages in
this area. As elsewhere, the first white settlers were
squatters who simply lived on land they fancied with-
out claim or title. It is not known for certain who was
the first in this area, but it is believed to have been
Joseph Shatto who located near what is now Coldwa-
ter in 1826. Other early arrivals in the neighborhood
were J. C. Grey, 1835; John F. Hickman, Jerimiah
Plummer, and Jacob Baker in 1836; and Peter Ste-
vens in 1837.

The center of what is now Coldwater was divided
by Federal surveyors as sections 27, 28, 33, and 34,
Butler Township, Mercer County, Ohio. The four sec-
tions intersected at what is now the corner of Main
St. and Second St., Coldwater. The northeast quarter
of section 33 was sold by the U. S. Government to W.
A. 0. Munsel on March 20, 1837; the southeast quar-
ter of section 28 to M. S. Franks on March 20, 1837;
the southwest quarter of section 27 to M. S. Franks on
March 20, 1837; and the northwest quarter of section
34 to Samuel Snider on February 5, 1836. These tracts
were divided and sold to others.

In 1838 W. A. O. Munsel built a log cabin at what
is now the intersection of First and South Streets, and
this date is now accepted as the birth of Coldwater.
Mr. Munsel, Mr. Franks, and Mr. Snider were not
speculators, but industrious farmers who were inter-
ested in establishing permanent homes. Other early
settlers were William Bunch and Joseph A. Smith.

Coldwater was the center of a vast and dense
area of the finest virgin timber and much clearing
was necessary. These huge trees; hickory, ash, oak,
elm, walnut, etc., were a great deterrent to the estab-
lishment of homes and the raising of crops. These
thousands of forest giants had no value and the
easiest riddance of such hindrances to development
were huge bonfires which darkened the sky with
smoke for many miles.

The area stayed as farm land until the Original
Plat was inscribed by W. A. O. Munsel on August 18,
1859. The original plat was 36 lots, bounded on the
north by the present Main St., on the east by the pre-
sent Second St., on the west by the present Mill St.,
and on the south by what is now the alley between
Walnut St. and South St. The South Addition was in-
scribed by W. A. O. Munsel May 11, 1867, and added
10 more lots, extending the plat to the present South
St. The Riggs and Geller Addition on the North ex-
tended the platted hamlet to what is now North St.
and made it almost a perfect square. The hamlet, as
with many others, was early known by several
names. The first seems to have been “Buzzard's
Glory”, named for David Buzzard who was a highly
respected citizen who established the first general
store. It was also known as Franktown for the many
families named Frank residing here. However, the
post office (established in 1847) name was Coldwater,
named after clear, cold running water of Coldwater
Creek.

It was not until about 1870 that timber men from
Great Lakes shipbuilding companies came into the
area and began felling trees which were then cut into
proper lengths for ship timber. The erection of saw-
mills followed as a matter of necessity and a new in-
dustry was born which added greatly to the prosper-
ity and economic growth of the community.

The first sawmill was built on what is now the
north side of West Main St., between Mill St. and Wil-
son St., by Peter Fox. Other sawmills followed; mak-
ing such things as wheel spokes, cants, and bending
timber which were sold to manufacturers who used
them in making buggies, wagons, and other equip-
ment.

Before the railroads extended their lines through
Coldwater, all shipments of timber were hauled by
ox and horse drawn wagons, mainly to Celina, where
they were stacked in huge piles along the west em-
bankment of the Reservoir (Grand Lake) at the foot
of Main Street. There they were lashed into rafts and
poled across the lake to the Miami and Erie Canal for
similar shipment to Toledo. At that time, a large
sound oak tree brought $3 “on the stump” to the
farmer and was the source of much of his cash in-
come. Labor costs were about 75 cents to $1 per day.

The first railroad, the L. E. & W., reached Cold-
water in 1879. After several consolidations and name
changes, this line is now the Norfolk and Western
line. It was followed in a few years (1884) by the Cin-
cinnati Northern. This line, on the eastern side of Col-
dwater, is now gone. The coming of the railroad
brought an economic boom, making it much easier
and cheaper to transport the timber products, and al-
lowing the shiping of finished timber articles. The
first factory using local timber was established by
Clark & Co. on the east bank of Coldwater Creek. It
made stove headings and handle squares, producing
two car loads of finished products a day and the road
was always lined with teams bringing in the timber
or hauling the finished product to the railroad for
shipment east.

By 1883 the village was growing, and, most im-
portantly, had citizens of industry and foresight.
Coldwater boasted two churches, a school system,
two railroads, factories, mills, and stores. It was
time for incorporation. The following citizens signed
the petition for incorporation: Peter Haubert, J. J.
Shellich, Joseph Perkings, Walter Balls, Perry Ar-
baugh, Anton Diebolt, J. Omlor, H. H. Houser, J. L.
Weis, W. H. Finley, Henry Moeller, J. R. Brucken,
Isaac Backhouse, John Baker, J. B. Hoyng, Lawr-
ence Woeste, J. T. Omlor, Fred Karch, George
Hierholzer, Charles H. Williams, Henry Wills,
Charles Pitchford, J. A. Hartzell, A. W. Teagle, Cor-
nelius C. Copsey, Charles Fisher, John Martz, John
Will, L. N. Wagner, H. C. Fox, John Cencenbaugh,
John Powells, E. C. Smith, C. Worthington, William
Quinton, John Williams, R. C. McMillian,, W. S.
Isenhart, John Moore, C. F. Bohman, W. R. Wiggner,
William Carts, and D. W. Frick. Peter Haubert acted
as attorney for the petitioners. The petition was
granted on July 14, 1883, by the County Commission-
ers.
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The first election for a panel of governing offi-
cials was held in the same year with the following re-
sults: Mayor, Joseph L. Weis; Clerk, Walter J. Ball;
Treasurer, Henry Houser; Marshall, Joseph
Wagner; and Councilmen, Peter Haubert, J. B.
Hoyng, John Martz, George Rosenbeck, Lawrence
Woeste, and S. F. Johnson. The administration met,
organized, set bonds for the various officials, and
began passing ordinances for the governing of the
growing village. The duties must have been heavy,
since both Mayor Weis and Clerk Ball resigned with-
in months. L. N. Waggoner was appointed Clerk, and
D. W. Frick was elected the new mayor.

In September, 1883, the citizens of Coldwater
asked that a village hall, housing a Council room as
well as a jail and facilities for town meetings, be
built. The next meeting of the Council decided that
they join forces with the Butler Township Trustees
and erect a Town and Township Hall. Plans for the
proposed building progressed under Mayor Frick and
a bid of $1855.50 made by D. B. Shattuch was ac-
cepted. In July of 1884 a lot located at the corner of
First St. and Walnut St. was purchased for $100 and
construction began on a two floor brick building
which was to serve the community for the next 79
years.

The Old Town Hall saw duty for the community
in many ways. The first High school classes in Cold-
water were housed on the second floor of this build-
ing. That same second floor was the first location in
Coldwater of the Buckeye Overall Co. The second
floor was the scene of many community meetings,
some quite controversial; was the home of the Catho-
lic Knights of America and their community dances;
and housed Coldwater’s Library for over 20 years.
The marshall’s office and jail also was a busy place
for many years. They even had a real western-style
shootout about the turn of the century. According to
legend, the gun fight was over a girl. The building
also housed the fire department of the village.

The building was condemned in 1928, but it con-
tinued to be used until 1962, when it was completely
abandoned. The building was sold to L. C. Werling
for $7000, and demolished in the spring of 1963.

In 1929 the decision was made that a new town
hall was needed, but economic considerations held
off the construction of a new building until February
4, 1935, when the land at the corner of Main and Mar-
ket streets was purchased. The building was com-
pleted in 1935 and contained a gymnasium, since the
high school at that time had no athletic facilities.
After the high school acquired their own facilities,
the space was used for dances, bingo, and other
gatherings. Later, in 1960, a bond issue for renova-
tion was passed, and the Coldwater Library was
moved there from the old Town Hall in April of 1962.
The fire department was housed in the 1935 building
until April, 1972, when it was moved into its own new
building at the corner of W. Main St. and Wilson St.
The police department is still housed in the 1935
building, although jail facilities have not existed for
many years.

The village also continued to grow by annexa-
tion: 80 acres south of Main St. and east of Second St.

in 1890; north of Main St., and east of Second St. in
1907; and other early additions. After World War II,
beginning in 1947, a second expansion of the village
began and has continued to this day. Almost every
year sees another annexation to Coldwater.

The first street improvements were made in 1889,
when gravel streets were built by Spriggs and Sons.
They were followed in 1916 by asphalt paved streets
and later in the 1960’s by concrete streets and curbs.
In the 1930’s Mr. Harold Romer, then a Councilman,
was influential in having the state of Ohio pave Sec-
ond Street through the village. This was the first
pavement by the state of Ohio through an incorpo-
rated village. Today, in 1988, Coldwater still boasts
that it is one of few villages with all streets having
curbs and gutters.

Soon after its incorporation, on April 12, 1887, the
village of Coldwater granted a franchise to the South
Western Ohio Gas and Petroleum Company to fur-
nish the village with lighting, heating, and power.
The gas light era had come to Coldwater. Later, the
village operated its own gas works from about 1890
until 1895. Today the Western Ohio Gas Company has
the village franchise.

In 1900 the Co-operative Telephone Company re-
ceived a franchise for furnishing telephone service to
the village. Today General Telephone, North, has this
franchise.

In 1911 the Coldwater Lighting Company built a
power plant in the village and started the process of
electrification of the town. In 1914 the streets were
lighted by electricity. Today the Dayton Power and
Light Company has the franchise for the village.
Other franchises granted by the village were for gar-
bage disposal to Kenneth F. Moorman on June 3, 1946
( presently held by Elmer Klenke) and for cable tele-
vision, granted to Tele-Media Company in August 27,
1973 (presently held by Heritage Cablevision).

1916 was the date the first village waterworks
were completed and the village had a water storage
system. That year also saw the village sewer system
installed, but it was not mandatory for villagers to
use the system at that time. In 1938 a modern sewage
plant on North Second Street (then well out of town)
was constructed, with an addition in 1968. The water
plant on West Sycamore Street was constructed, with
an addition in 1968. A second well field, at the south-
western corner of Sycamore and Cedar Streets, was
purchased. A second water tower, northwest of the
village, was constructed in 1970. In 1988, a new water
treatment plant, utilizing the lagoon system, is under
construction on the east side of Hardin Creek north of
the village.

In 1976 the village government made another
change, hiring for the first time a full-time village
administrator. Mr. Ray Kremer became the first
Coldwater Village Administrator. In 1988, Mr. Ray
Kremer is a part-time village administrator, with
Mr. Brian Wilcox being a full-time assistant.

As far as is known, a state record has been set as
Mr. Walter Bernard served as village solicitor for 42
years, from 1934 to 1976. In 1988 Mr. David Wm.
Bruns is the village solicitor.
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The mayors of Coldwater have been: Weis,
Joseph L., 1883-1883; Frick, D. W., 1883-1884; Beams,
D. H., 1884-1885; Frick, D. W., 1885-1887; Schelick, J.
J., 1887-1887; Henley, Wm. E., 1887-1888; Frick, D.
W., 1888-1891; Brown, S. V., 1891-1893; Frick, D. W.,
1893-1895; Rauh, C. J., 1895-1898; Franks, Frank A.,
1898-1900; Schultz, John F., 1900-1902; Brown, S. V.,
1902-1905; Franks, Frank A., 1905-1908; Schultz, John
F., 1908-1910; Morvilius, Charles F., 1910-1911; Fox,
Henry C., 1911-1915; Morvilius, Charles F'., 1915-1916;
Franks, Frank A., 1916-1918; Morvilius, Charles F.,
1919-1920; Brown, S. V., 1920-1922; Foss, H. W., 1922-
1923; Franks, Frank A., 1923-1924; Weamer, Dr. P.
F., 1924-1930; Fisher, Charles, 1930-1932; Weamer,
Dr. P. F., 1932-1932; Boeke, John H., 1932-1936;
Schoch, Arnold T., 1936-1938; Dock, William P., 1938-
1942; Heckman, August 1942-1946; Bernard, August
H., 1946-1950; Moorman, Sylvester, 1950-1953; Briner,
Ralph, 1953-1954; Egan, Edward, 1954-1956; Weigel,
Otto, 1956-1962; Mueller, William P., 1962-1967; For-
tener, Walter, 1968-1971; Cron, Maurice G., 1972-?

Many good dedicated citizens have served on the
village Council since 1883. One of these men must be
mentioned: Linus Hausfeld holds the record for the
longest service to the village as Councilman, 16
years. In 1988 the members of Council are: Walter
Weigel, Eugene Weber, Paul Rutschilling, John
Shier, Robert Fisher, and Richard Boeckman. The
Council of the village of Coldwater has for many
years worked with a system of six committees, with
each Council member being the chairman of one
committee. The committees have changed over the
years — in 1924 the standing committees were: Fi-
nance, Auditing, Ordinances and Resolutions, Streets
and Sewers, Sidewalks and Lights, and Police and
Privileges. In 1988 the standing committees are: Fi-
nance (some things never change), Safety, Transpor-
tation, Recreation, Research, and Environmental.

One of the present Council’s committees is the
Recreation Committee. The early pioneers would
have difficulty recognizing recreation as a function of
local government, but the Coldwater Memorial Park
is regarded as one of the “bragging points” of Cold-
water. In the early years, a playground existed at
Waterworks Park, which was north of Sycamore
Street, across from the New Idea plant, and east of
the railroad. It was felt in the community for many
years that a park for both young and old was needed,
and in 1944 the Lions Club, along with other civic or-
ganizations, took the lead in soliciting funds. Bart
Desch and Dick Smith, two local businessmen of that
era, along with their wives, took the lead in soliciting
funds — and matched some. They collected $3000 in
one week. In a short time $6000 was collected, and the
last remaining wooded area in the town was purch-
ased. The 12 acres of land was purchased at a very
reasonable price ($200 to $300 per acre) from Mrs.
Selhorst, who did a great deal in many ways to make
Coldwater a better place to live. In 1945 a baseball
diamond was graded and the playground equipment
was moved from the Waterworks Park. In 1947 a Car-
nival helped raise more money for the Park, and
dugouts, a backstop, and lights were added to the
baseball diamond. Also built about this time were a

shelter house and fireplaces. In the ensuing years,
more equipment was added, along with lighted tennis
courts. In 1954 money was raised for the construction
of a swimming pool, and every able-bodied person
who could handle a hammer, saw, or shovel, donated
much time to the project. High school boys in par-
ticular donated much time. The oval shaped pool was
opened in August 1954. The cost of this pool was
$30,000 — but it was valued at $100,000, because of the
donated labor. In 1958 more land was acquired;
which led to more baseball diamonds, more shelter
houses, and more picnic area. In 1961 Coldwater’s
unique organization, the Community Picnic Associa-
tion, was formed, under the leadership of Bob Hibner
and Don Luken. The association annually holds a two
day carnival, with all proceeds going to the improve-
ment of Memorial Park and the Coldwater Public Li-
brary. Over the years well over a million dollars has
been raised. In 1974 four new tennis courts were con-
structed; and in 1988 four more courts are under con-
struction. By 1974 the old swimming pool had been
outgrown, and it was torn out in that fall. By the
spring of 1975 the new pool was opened, at the same
site\and using the same bath house as the first pool.
The cost of the 1975 pool was $190,319. Since that time
other developments, such as more lighted diamonds
and the addition of soccer fields, have continued the
growth and development of Memorial Park. It is one
of the best, and most used, village parks in Ohio.

A newer playground, acquired in 1973, is for
small children, and is situated between Hillerest Av-
enue and Terrace Avenue on the east side of town.

Other recreations, not the responsibility of local
governments, also exist. The early pioneers did not
have time for much organized recreation, but they
did make opportunities for socializing. Much of this
was in the form of their “work parties.” The earliest
organized group in Coldwater seems to have been the
“Alycon Society”, formed in the 1880’s as a literary,
discussion, and musical society. Debates by students
of the Normal School and of the high school were
highlights of their meetings. Musical evenings also
occurred frequently.

During the 1890’s a Coldwater Band was formed.
In one form or another this group continued into the
1930’s, and provided much entertainment for the vil-
lage. The village records show that during the 1920’s
band concerts were an item on every summer’s
budget.

After the beginning of the high school in 1898, the
high school students gave many dramatic presenta-
tions. A Holy Trinity Dramatic Club also existed
which provided another answer to the demand for en-
tertainment.

With the coming of silent movies, Coldwater be-
came the site for a theatre — an open air nickelo-
dean, showing such classics as “the Great Train Rob-
bery”, and “The Perils of Pauline”. The Rex
Theatre, operated by Charles Jenkins, was located on
West Main Street during the 20's and showed not only
films, but the Coldwater Dramatic Club also used
their tiny stage. Also during these years traveling
medicine shows did their selling and presented their
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shows in a ravine on West Main Streel, now long
gone.

In 1926 the Coldwater Council of the Knights of
Columbus built a building at the corner of Second
Street and Walnut Street. The building was intended
to serve the recreational needs of the village. The
“Columbia Theatre” was in this building, as was the
first gymnasium in the village, and a dance hall.
Prior to this time dances had been held on the second
floor of the old town hall, and later in the Knights of
St. John's Hall, which was on the second floor of the
old People’s Bank Building, on the corner of First
and Main. The first basketball team, the Coldwater
Athletic Club, played on the top floor of the K. of C.
building. During the depressions, the K. of C. lost this
building, and it was acquired by Holy Trinity Parish,
which used the building as a welfare center. The Col-
umbia Theatre continued operations until 1961, when
television forced the closing. The theatre was also
the scene of live dramatic presentations for many
years. The building is today the property and home
of the Coldwater Eagles Lodge.

Today the scene of most dances and social meet-
ings are the American Legion Hall, on North Second
St., and the VFW Hall, located south of town.

Another service, public safety, is also a primary
responsibility of local government. One of the most
visible of the safety forces is the police force. In the
beginning, Coldwater, as most small towns, was
served by a town marshal. In the first election in
1883, the town marshal was elected. The first Town
Marshal was Joseph Waggoner. Later the Town

Marshal was appointed by the Village Council. Col-
dwater was not a Wild West town, where the marshal
had to keep order with a gun. However, there were
occasions when the marshal was needed.

Probably the largest crime in Coldwater annals
occurred on August 25, 1932. At 12:30 p.m. a Buick
stopped in front of People’s Bank, then at the corner
of First and Main Streets. Two men went inside, and
ordered the people inside (Urban DeCurtains, Char-
mie Granger, and Joe Huelskamp) to stand still, and
began scooping up money. John Schroeder, working
at a gas station across the street, decided that a rob-
bery was in progress and sounded the fire alarm. At
the sound of the alarm, the robbers left the bank and
opened fire in the street. Harold Romer, from his
store across the corner, fired at the robbers, as did
Edward Knapke, who was in Romer’s Store. It is be-
lieved Romer hit one of the robbers as they sped
away. No arrests were ever made, although the
Buick, which had been stolen, was found abandoned
a few miles west of town. The $1500 stolen was never
recovered. The Town Marshal at the time, Spain
James, patroled entirely on foot. The County Sheriff
and the State Highway Patrol attempted to set up
road blocks, but did not intercept the robbers.

Today Coldwater has a modern, well trained and
well equipped police force consisting of five full-time
officers and several part-timers, patrolling the vil-
lage 24 hours every day.

Another safety force in the village is the fire de-
partment, which has its own article elsewhere.

Old Town Hall.

New Town Hall.
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Gary Lefeld photographs
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The Peoples Bank Company — 1918.
John Albers, Henrietta Albers (Mrs. G. Desch),
Mildred Plummer, Al Link.

Hoyng Hardware.

Frank Hoyng, Roman Hoyng, Joseph F. Hoyng.
(White building at left was first gas station in Col-
dwater.)

Thanks te Jim Sowar, Lamar Giere, Betty
Brookhart, Don Hendrick, Leroy Heyne, Jim Hoyng,
Tom Thomas, Ned Hess, Linus Hausfeld, and Gary
Lefeld, along with the families, businesses, and or-
ganizations represented, for the use of their photo-
graphs.
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0Old Post Office, on West Main, south side of street.
Henry H. Schroer; Jacob Kramer; Anna Fox, Post-
mistress; Clarence Bernard; Henry Carmack.

—

Knights of St. John (about 1908).

Katie Desch’s Store, Sam Kahn's Mens Clothing
Store, Chas. Baker’'s House, Baker’s Saloon to right
of house, where Sowar’s Store is today (1988).
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Coldwater Fire Department and Coldwater Band (John Albers) going to Firemen'’s

Convention (about 1910).

Standing: Lavern Kunk, Herb Meyer, Ralph
Schwartz, Don Reed, Fred Heyne. Seated: Bud
Crouch, William Mueller.

—

Public School, now the site of Methodist Church.



0ld L. E. & W. Station. Labor Day Celebration — about 1907.

Haslinger Building (Present site — City Hall). Man The Fox & Hess Company.
on right, Finn Bone.

Henry Snider Home. Main Street, Coldwater, Ohio 1909.
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The Coldwater Schools

The first school built in the area to serve the chil-
dren of Coldwater was opened on December 8, 1848.
This one-room school was north of the village and the
first teacher was Mr. D. Franks.

The first school built within the village was a
frame building consisting of one large room and
erected on the southwest corner of Second St. and
North St. This building was erected during the sum-
mer of 1864.

On July 21, 1880, construction started on a two
room brick school building on the corner of Market
and North Streets (the present site of the United
Methodist Church). The first teachers in this two
room school were J. L. Weiser and H. C. Fox.

In 1882 Joseph L. Weis started construction of a
privately owned Coldwater Normal School between
South Street and College Street along First Street.
Before the building was completed, he sold it to Ben
Hoying, Peter Haubert, and Peter Wagner, who com-
pleted the building and opened it for instruction on
the first Monday of September, 1883. The instruc-
tional staff consisted of Thomas O. Farrel, W. F.
Mooney, P. Piovenac, L. N. Wagner, and H. C. Fox.
The college continued for six years, then in 1889 was
moved to Portland, Indiana, and incorporated into
the Portland Normal School and Business College.
The building in Coldwater was destroyed by fire in
1896.

In the 1890’s the first high school classes were
held on the second floor of the old town hall, on the
corner of First Street and Walnut Street. This was
unsatisfactory, so in 1898 the citizens made the deci-
sion to erect a High School building. This building
was erected adjacent to the 1880 building. That build-
ing was expanded in 1921 and again expanded and
modernized in 1933.

In 1913, after the great increase in the size of
Coldwater due to the growth of New Idea, the Holy
Trinity Catholic Parish decided to form their own
school. Construction of their building started in 1913,
but the school started operations before the building
was built. Sisters of the Precious Blood from the
Maria Stein convent provided the teachers, and
rooms were rented from the Public School, and also
in the Hall of the Knights of St. John. The first
teachers were: Sister Innocentia, principal; Sr.
Alodia, Sr. Adalinda, and Sr. Iluminata. In 1914 the
school moved into their new building, which was lo-
cated north of the Holy Trinity Church at the south-
east corner of Second and North Streets. The building
had six classrooms and an auditorium. Later the au-
ditorium was converted into classrooms, as was the
basement area. In 1935 the Holy Trinity school sys-
tem closed operations, and the building was rented
by the Public School as East School. The students be-
came public school students.

In 1938, after a very close election decided by one
vote over a 65% majority, the citizens of Coldwater
began erection of a new high school, which was
opened in 1939. The new school was built on North
Second Street on the west side of the street and north
of Elizabeth Street. The old high school on the site of
the present United Methodist Church was razed.

In 1953 the members of Holy Trinity Parish built
a new elementary school on First and Elizabeth
Streets, which was rented to the Public School. An
addition was constructed to this building in 1960.

Meanwhile, in 1955, an addition was built on the
north side of the High School, also for elementary
purposes, complete with multi-purpose room and
cafeteria-kitchen. An addition was built on the south
side of the High School in 1964, and another addition
to the north side in 1967.

On March 31, 1983, the Coldwater school joined
with the Celina and St. Marys schools to found the
Tri-Star Career Compact. This program provides vo-
cational courses for the students who so desire.
Courses are offered at each of the participating
schools, with students in each school being able to
take vocational courses at the other. To enable the
Coldwater Schools to offer the courses they offer
under this program, an addition was constructed on
the west side of the High School in 1985. At this time,
seven other high schools have joined the Tri-Star
Career Compact, with all courses being offered at
Coldwater, Celina, and St. Marys.

In November, 1987, the voters of the Coldwater
School District passed a levy to build an addition to
the west side of the north part of the building, for
elementary purposes (to replace the 1913 building),
and also an addition to the south side of the High
School. This will necessitate the closing of Elizabeth
Street.

These additions were necessary not only because
of the growth of the village, but also, under Ohio’s
changing laws, from 1930 on rural, one room schools
were closing and students were being transported
into Coldwater’s schools. Other changes in the law
made the vocational course offerings a necessity.
Other changes were dictated by the changing of the
way people live.

Soon after the implementation of a 1937 study on
Mercer County school district reorganization, Butler
Township, Dahlinghaus Special, and parts of
Franzer-Uppenkamp and Oakland districts became
parts of the Coldwater district. In 1946, part of
Burntwood district became part of the Coldwater dis-
trict, with the larger remainder going to Celina. In
1950, part of Washington Township district joined
Coldwater, and in 1958 Philothea Local became part
of Coldwater. In 1958, also, a corridor of land to the
West was transferred out of the newly formed South-
west Local School District to Coldwater, which ena-
bled St. Anthony (combined in 1937 with Loughridge)
to join Coldwater in that same year.

The Coldwater School System became an
Exempted Village School District on July 1, 1952,
which made the system independent of the Mercer
County School System.

Presently the Coldwater School district stretches
west to the Indiana border. The 1913 building serves
as East Primary (until the new building can be
built), the buildings built by Holy Trinity in 1953 and
1960 serve as West Elementary, the north additions
to the high school built in 1956 and 1967 serve grades
6, 7, and 8, and the high school consists of the 1938
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building, the 1964 addition, and the 1985 Tri-Star voc-
ational addition.

The superintendents of the Coldwater Schools
have been: 1907-1916 August H. Bernard; 1916-1936
Hugo J. Antony; 1936-1953 Perry N. Noll; 1953-1963
Thomas M. Ryan; 1963-1975 Hugh D. Rossi; 1975-1977
Walter J. Schrof; 1977-7 Wayne E. Miller.

Since 1920, 49 citizens have served as Board of
Education members, and 2 more will commence
their first term on January 1, 1988. Only 5 were ap-
pointed to serve out unexpired terms, due to death
and/or resignations. Three of these were sub-
sequently elected to a successive term and 2 chose
not to run.

Of the elected Board members, Paul J. Froning
served as an elected member 16 years from January
1926 through December 1941. He was appointed
Clerk-Treasurer in January 1936 and served until his
death in February, 1956. It was permissable at that
time to be an elected Board member and clerk-trea-
surer; it is not at this time. Mr. Froning was as-
sociated with the Board for 30 years.

One present member of the Board of Education,
Floyd C. Winner, can match the 16 years of Mr. Fron-
ing when he completes his present ferm on De-
cember 31, 1989.

Other long-time Board members were: John F'.
Hartings, 15'% years, from January, 1962 through
April 22, 1977 (resigned); George R. Billerman, 12
years, from January, 1948 through December, 1959;
Paul H. Hoyng, 12 years, from January, 1952 through
December, 1963; and LaVern W. Stammen, who will
complete 12 years at the end of his present term in
December, 1989.

Present members of the Board are: Mr. Floyd C.
Winner, Mr. LaVern W. Stammen, Robert Hoyng,
D.D.S., Mrs. Mary Honigford, and Mrs. Marlene
Fisher. Dr. Hoyng and Mrs. Honigford completed
their terms on December 31, 1987, and will be re-
placed by Mr. Jerome Homan and Mr. Everett Hall.

Mr. Maurice E. Froning served as Clerk-Trea-
surer from 1956 until December, 1985. With his ser-
vice as assistant clerk-treasurer before 1956, Mr.
Froning was associated with the school district for 36
years.

Mr. Alfred C. Pax is the present clerk-treasurer,
having succeeded Maurice Froning on January 1,
1986.

At the present time the school district lists 87 cer-
tificated employees and 30 non-certificated employ-
ees. The total enrollment is 1470.

Coldwater High School

The first graduation of Coldwater High School
took place on April 26, 1900, at City Hall. The six
graduates were: Opal Arbaugh, Marie Bennett, Mar-
tin Birkmeier, Maude Granger, Joseph Haubert, and
Katherina Walter.

The largest graduation class was in 1978. There
were 163 that year.

The first Coldwater High newspaper was printed
at Coldwater High School when Hugo Antony was
superintendent. Type was set and copy run by the
high school students in the print shop from 1916

through 1936. The first name was the “Comet”. Later
the name was changed to “Cavalier” and is printed
by the Mercer County Chronicle.

Coldwater’s first annual, called The Telescope,
was published in 1937. The next annual was in 1938.
No further annuals were published until 1946. In 1948
the name of the annual was changed to Cavalier.

Music has always been important in Coldwater
High School. In the early days singing was taught,
and then in 1934 the Coldwater High School band was
organized and in 1935 made its debut. In the days be-
fore World War II the band was active in various
competitions. In 1938 the band took first place in
class C in district competition in Springfield, then
went to Columbus and received a superior plus in
state competition, and then competed at Elkhart, In-
diana, in the national regionals. They received a
superior rating there. The following year the band
stepped up to class B competition, they won the dis-
frict contest. In 1940, in class B competition. They
again won the district, took first place in the state in
class B with a superior plus ranking, and then, in na-
tional regionals in Grand Rapids, Michigan, they
placed first in Division 2, class B. These competitions
were then ended by the War. Since that time the high
school band has not been as active in competitions.

Since at least 1938 opereitas and other musicals
have been presented intermittently. At the present
time the high school is presenting musicals and
dramas in alternating years. Over the years the com-
munity has learned to expect top-notch performances
from Coldwater students.

Another important part of the high school pro-
gram has been the athletic program. Since at least
1910, Coldwater High School has annually fielded a
baseball team. In December, 1926, the first Coldwa-
ter High School basketball team took the floor, play-
ing on the top floor of the K of C building, today the
Eagles building on the corner of Second Street and
Walnut Street. Later they moved to the City building,
playing in what is today Coldwater’s public library.
When the 1938 high school building was built, it in-
cluded a gymnasium where the Coldwater basketball
teams have played since. A new site for the basket-
ball games is scheduled for the new buiding, and
hopefully the 1989-1990 season will be played in the
new facility.

The first high school football team was organized
under William Oberholzer in 1936. The first season
they played their games on a field on West Main
Street across the road from the present Community
Hospital. The next several seasons they played their
games on a field on South Second Street owned by the
Forsthoefel Dairy. The cows used the field all week,
and before game time it was part of the field prepa-
ration to remove the reminders of their presence left
by the cows. Necessarily, all games were played dur-
ing daylight. In 1940, under the leadership of the
Lions Club, funds were solicited and a new, lighted
football field was constructed immediately west of
the high school. This field was the home of the
Cavalier (a name adopted in the early 40’s after ear-
lier being called the Yellowjackets) football teams
until 1968, when a new stadium was erected on West
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Butler Street. Cavalier Stadium was erected with
much donated labor, under the leadership of the Col-
dwater Jaycees.

The new Cavalier Stadium also included a cinder
track for the Coldwater track team. The boys track
team was organized by Kent Darr in 1959, but all of
their meets were away. There had been a track team
for about two years in the late 40’s. The track pro-
gram has existed consistently since 1959, but has had
home meets only since 1968. In 1985, under the
leadership of the Coldwater Boosters Club, a new all-
weather track was installed in Cavalier Stadium, giv-
ing the Cavalier thinclads one of the better facilities
in western Ohio.

Since the early 60’s Coldwater High School has
annually fielded a golf team. The school wishes to
thank the Mercer County Elks for the use of their fa-
cility for this team.

The fall of 1966 saw the first cross-country team
for Coldwater High School, coached by Gene Weber.

1975-76 saw the first Cavalier wrestling team,
coached by Bob Sielski.

The 1970’s saw the addition of girls varsity sports
in Coldwater, as in the rest of the nation. The first
varsity girls team was the track team, coached by
Barb Kremer, in the spring of 1974. It was quickly
followed in the fall of 1974 by the first volleyball
team, also coached by Mrs. Kremer. That winter,
1974-75, saw the first gymnastics team, coached by
Jane Simons. The following year, 1975-76, saw the ad-
dition of girls basketball, whose first coach was Vie-
kie Reitz. The fall of 1976 brought the first female
cross-country runner, Joyce Kanney, who was
coached by Hank Schwieterman.

The growth of the athletic program necessitated
the position of athletic director, which was filled
from 1959 to 1977 by Edward “Duke” Hammond;
from 1977 to 1984 by Gene Weber; and since 1984 by

Nick LoBianco. The head coaches in 1987-88 are: foot-
ball, Tim Hoyng; volleyball, Michelle Finke; golf,
Charles Maier; cross-country (boys and girls), Gene
Weber; Gymnastics, Jane Simons; wrestling, Randy
Wright; boys basketball, Jim Niekamp; girls basket-
ball, Charles Maier; girls track, Barb Kremer; boys
track, Ted Cully; and baseball, Lou Brunswick.

In the 30’s and earlier the Coldwater teams par-
ticipated in the Mercer County League in basketball,
and continued in that league until 1952, when the
Coldwater school became an exempted village
school. The Cavalier football team for some years
participated in the Little Buckeye Conference, also
until 1952. For several years the school teams played
an independent schedule, then in 1957-58 became a
member of the Western Buckeye League. However,
the first football league schedule was played in 1959.
In the fall of 1973, Coldwater became a member of
the newly-organized Midwest Athletic Conference.
Today Coldwater competes in the MAC in 9 varsity
sports.

The various Coldwater athletic teams have been
very successful over the years, winning many county
and league championships. Several football teams
have had undefeated seasons, two girls basketball
teams have competed in the state tournament, a boys
cross-country team has “gone to state”, several boys
basketball teams have been to the regional, and
many track, gymnastics, wrestling, and cross-coun-
try athletes have competed at the state meet in their
sport. However, the Coldwater baseball team is the
only varsity team to win a state championship — and
they did it three times! In 1983, 1984, and 1987 the
Cavaliers, under the leadership of veteran coach Lou
Brunswick, took home the big trophy. Several other
baseball teams had also earned the trip to Columbus,
but came up short there.

Gene Weber
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St. Anthony School Wenning School

Loughridge School Philothea School

Crouch School Philothea School
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Aerial view of Coldwater Stadium Coldwater Football Stadium

Coldwater High School Coldwater North School

Coldwater West School Coldwater East School
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Methodist Church

Methodistism is not new in Coldwater, Ohio.
Prior to 1860 their first meeting house was erected on
a half-acre of land on the South-east corner of Jacob
Frank’s 80 acres. This was at the corner of Vine and
Second St. where the present High School now
stands. This structure burned down about 1870 and
the congregation met in numerous places until
around 1879 when the railroad came to town. They
then met in the Lake Erie and Western depot until
Joseph Perkins led the congregation in the construc-
tion of a new church building at the corner of Elm
and Main Streets.

The farmers of the congregation contributed the
logs and erected the small, framed building at the
new site. It was dedicated in 1881 and served its pur-
pose until 1951. After sixty-one years of service, the
old church building began to show signs of extensive
wear and remodeling needs. In 1942 Rev. and Mrs.
G.I. Meyers came to serve the Circuit and it wasn’t
long after they arrived that they caught a vision, un-
daunted by the heavy clouds of war, for the need of a
new church.

It was two years later the vision manifested it-
self. At the December meeting of the Women’s Soci-
ety in 1944 the matter of starting a building fund was
presented to the Women's Society by its president,
Mrs. Ruth Carmack. Her suggestion met with hearty
approval. There is an entry in the Treasurer’s book
in the amount of $200 under dispersments, dated Feb-
ruary 1, 1945, that marks the actual beginning of the
Building Fund for the present church. A building
committee was formed.

April 27, 1949, they negotiated with Avco New
Idea for the purchasing of the land and the old High
School building at the corner of W. North and Mar-
kets Streets for $5,000.00. On May 3, 1949, a contract
was signed with Kenneth Jackson in the amount of

$600.00 to raze the building by Sept. 1949. In June 1950
contracts were let for general construction to Schultz
Construction Co. of St. Marys, Ohio in the amount of
$7lf,000.m The Architect was F.E. Freytag of Sidney,
Ohio.

The cornerstone for the new church was laid Oct.
22, 1950. The Pastor was Rev. Elden Winget and Dist.
Supt. was Dr. Carl Hickey. The building was com-
pleted for the first worship service on Sept. 23, 1951.

An offering on Sept. 18, 1960 was sufficient to pay
off the mortgage. On Jan. 22, 1961 the Service of De-
dication was held. Rev. John Petrie was pastor at the
time.

In 1960 the bell tower was added as a memorial
gift by Dr. and Mrs. Charles Adkins in the memory of
Dr. Adkins’ parents. It houses the original bell from
the old church. Also recalling the past, the lights at
the front door are from the old High School that once
stood in the same location.

The story has been one of continual progress and
change. Beginning as a Methodist Episcopal Church,
on May 10, 1939 at Kansas City, Mo., she became the
Methodist Church through merger with the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South and the Methodist Protes-
tant Church. On Tuesday, April 23, 1968, upon the
Ceremony of Unification of the Methodist Church and
the Evangelical United Brethren Church we became
The Coldwater United Methodist Church.

The church congregation looks back with pride
and thankfulness and forward with hope and purpose.
May she continue to minister to the needs of her con-
gregation, her community and the world. In 1981 she
celebrated her 100 years of organized ministry to her
Lord, Jesus Christ. The minister at the present time
is Michael Westbay.

Presented by Beity Dilworth




Holy Trinity Parish

Holy Trinity Parish has been a vital part of Cold-
water and has grown with the village since the first
church building was dedicated by The Most Rever-
end John Baptist Purcell D. D., Archbishop of Cincin-
nati in 1868. This building was erected where the pre-
sent church now stands. The wooden building,
measuring 30 by 60 feet, was designed by John De-
Curtins, an architect from Carthagena, Ohio, and
was built largely with volunteer labor by the six
Catholic families of the area: Henry Kallmeyer, John
Birkmeyer, Henry Fisher, Joseph Pohl, Henry
Boese, and Henry Goettemoeller. The cost was
$1,900. The first pastor was Rev. Jacob Rengels
C.PP.S. who was also serving as pastor at Philothea,
Ohio.

The Precious Blood Fathers who came to Mercer
County in 1845 and established 19 parishes in the area
including Holy Trinity, Coldwater, provided the first
eleven pastors for the new parish from 1868 to 1906.
Since 1906 to the present, seven archdiocesan priests
have served as pastors of Holy Trinity Parish:
Father John Schopp (1906-1915), Father Louis H.
Yauss (1915-1957), Father Albert Metz (1957-1963),
Father Lawrence Schmieder (1963-1966), Father
Clarence Leibold (1966-1976), Father Glen Perin
(1976-1987), and the present pastor, Father Kieth Al-
brecht.

In 1886 an addition to the original church was
added to better serve the parish which had now
grown to more than eighty families. Twelve years
later in 1898 it was decided that a new building was
needed. DeCurtins and Company of Lima were given
a contract for $17,000 to build the present building.
This beautiful brick and stone church measured 45
feet by 145 feet and seated about 800.

By the time Reverend Clarence Leibold became
pastor in 1966, the parish had grown to 850 families,
more than doubling the 403 families in the parish in
1935. In 1967 the east and west wings were added to
complete the structure as it now stands. The church
now seats approximately 900 and serves 1441
families.

In 1913 shortly after New Idea located in Coldwa-
ter the parish began building East Elementary
School north of the church. The building had eight
rooms. Four Sisters of The Precious Blood from
Maria Stein were hired to teach the children. School
began in September 1913 with classes being held in
three rooms rented from the public school and in the
Knights of St. John Hall. In September 1914, East
School opened with an additional Sister and 217 stu-
dents in the five classrooms. The total cost of the
building including a steam heating system was about
$21,000.

In May of 1935, the parochial school enrollment
was 459 children. Due to the first State sales tax and
Ohio’s state support of local schools going from al-
most nothing to 50% of all costs, and due to the ever
more diverse Coldwater population and to the in-
creasing costs of maintaining two separate town
school systems, it was decided in May 1935 to discon-
tinue the parish school.

East elementary classrooms as well as a new
West Elementary School Building built by the Parish
in 1951 have since continually been rented to the
Coldwater public school. The West School consists of
a gym and fifteen classrooms. Religion classes are
taught each morning in these classrooms prior to the
beginning of the public school day.

Sister Ruth Kremer 0.L.V.M., Sister Carolyn Is-
senmann O0.L.V.M., Co-directors of Religious Educa-
tion, Helen Vagades, their assistant, along with
Father Kieth Albrecht, Pastor, and Father James
Duell lead a staff of some eighty volunteer religion
teachers instructing 1080 students ages four through
eighteen including thirty-two from Philothea Parish
and nine from Carthagena Parish.

Much information for this article came from
“Souvenir of the Golden Jubilee of Holy Trinity Con-
gregation Coldwater, Ohio” by Father Louis H.
Yauss 1918 and from “Souvenir of The Centenary of
The Founding of Holy Trinity Parish 1967” by Father
Clarence Leibold.

Alfred C. Pazx

Photo by
Nick Wenning

Holy Trinity Church — 1987
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Butler Township

Butler Township was constituted on June 4, 1838,
by the county commissioners in accord with a re-
quest of 25 petitioners living in the area. This makes
1988 the sesquicentennial year for Butler Township.
The first election was held on July 9, 1838, at the
home of David Guy. Records do not indicate who was
the first settler in the township, but Joseph Shatto
who located near the present site of Coldwater in 1828
is generally accorded that honor. Other early arri-
vals were James Gray in 1835; John F. Hickman,
Jeremiah Plummer, and Jacob Baker in 1836; Peter
Stevens in 1837; and William Bunch, John Grunden,
and David Gray in 1839. Other settlers before 1858 in-
clude Henry Lennarts in 1848, John Spoltman in 1849,
Joseph H. Smith 1852, John Bennet and Herman
Nieberding 1855, Joseph Birkmeyer 1857, and Henry
Roether 1858.

The first church organized in Butler Township
was St. Mary’s Catholic at Philothea Sept. 6, 1851.
The first building was a log cabin and the present
building was built in 1871, and enlarged in 1922. A
Methodist congregation was organized prior to 1860
and had a meeting house on what is now the south-
west corner of Second Street and Vine Street in Cold-
water. This congregation is now the Coldwater
United Methodist Church. Holy Trinity Catholic
Church in Coldwater was formed in 1869 and the first
pastor was Rev. Henry Drees, C.PP.S. Three other

early congregations organized in Butler Twp. were
Spring Valley, Burntwood U. B., and Ash Grove Ger-
man Baptist Brethren. In later years the Coldwater
Nazarene Church existed from about 1952 until 1977,
and the Coldwater Church of God existed for about 2
years in the late 1960’s.

Early schools in the township were Burntwood
No. 1 and No. 2, Ebbing School, Smith School,
Franzer School, Crouch School, and the Philothea
Special School, as well as the “town school” in Col-
dwater. Today the Coldwater Exempted Village
School is the only school in the township.

0Old cemeteries not in use at the present include
Burntwood and Young and are the responsibility of
the township trustees.

The township census in 1840 was 340. In 1880, it
was 1595 and in 1980 was 6049. A Township Hall and a
Town Hall, jointly owned with the village of Coldwa-
ter, was erected in 1883 and used until 1963, when it
was sold at public auction to Werling Motors for
$7000. The photograph is the new Township Hall on
West Main St., which was built in 1963 for $9100.

Present Trustees serving Butler Township are:
Paul Bettinger, Edward Kahlig, and Stanley Ebbing.
Leo Osterholt ended 18 years as Township Clerk at
the end of 1987, and will be succeeded by Charles
Dues. Donald Kunk, Road Superintendent, has
worked with the township for 28 years.

In the photograph, left to right: Paul Bettinger,
Donald Kunk, Edward Kahlig, Charles Dues, Stanley

Ebbing, and Leo Osterholt.
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St. Mary’s Church

St. Mary’s Church, Philothea, is located three
miles south of Coldwater then 1% mile west on
Philothea Road.

In February, 1851, nine pioneers purchased forty
acres of land to build a church and a school for the
sum of $100.

The following summer every member of the com-
munity lent a hand to build the Church. A rustic log
church, 30 by 40 feet, was dedicated under the title
“Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary” on September
8, 1853, by Archbishop Purcell. The unusual name
Philothea, was given to the settlement by the Ar-
chbishop, who said it lacked a name. He called it
Philothea meaning (“God-Loving” from the Greek).
On the same day Father Joseph Albrecht celebrated
the first Mass.

In 1857, Rev. John Van den Broeck was appointed
pastor of St. Mary. When he became pastor the
number of families increased to 59, due to the fact
many colored people were living in the community
and joined the Church. During his first year Father
John baptized 43, practically all of whom were neg-
roes.

The first bell for the church was brought from
Cincinnati on a canal boat. On April 7, 1858, it was
blessed and mounted. In the beginning, Mass was
celebrated once a month; later every two weeks or
irregularly until January, 1862, when Father John
had Mass every Sunday. Father Alphonse Laux suc-
ceeded Father John in that year. He was replaced
two years later by Rev. Jacob Marte.

The original log church became too small, the
parish increased to 65 families by 1868. A brick
edifice, 45 by 85 feet and costing $7,000.00 was
erected. The cornerstone was laid on August 15, 1868,
and the church was rededicated on June 11, 1871, by
Archbishop Purcell, who established the parish 20
years before. The parishioners contributed to the ex-
pense of construction and donated the interior fur-
nishings. Within a few years the church was pre-
sented with two side altars, another bell, a monstr-
ance, a pulpit and a confessional. During the years in
which Father Gaspar Schedler was pastor, other im-
provements were made. St. Mary’s Church came to
be one of the most beautiful churches in Mercer
County.

In 1886, a house was erected to accommodate the
teachers in the parochial school. Father Peter
Kuhnmuench became the first pastor, in 1887, to say
two Masses on Sundays. During the decade of the
nineties, Rev. Paulinus Trost painted a striking pic-
ture of Our Lady, Queen of the Rosary, on the ceiling.
A marble baptistry, stained glass windows, and a
new $1,000 pipe organ was obtained while Father
Gregory Jussel was pastor.

On September 8, 1901, the parish celebrated its
Golden Jubilee. The parochial residence was erected
in 1905, at the cost of $4,500.00 while Rev. Ignatius
Rauh was pastor. Until this time the pastors of
Philothea made their home either at the convent at
Himmelgarten or at the seminary at Carthagena. At
times they lived at Holy Trinity parish in Coldwater,
of which St. Mary’s is the MOTHER-CHURCH:

Father Erhard Fritz (1906-1907); Father Anselm
Schmidt (1907-1913) ; Father Albert Voag (1913-1914).

Father Jerome Uber is remembered for his ways
as a pastor from 1914 to 1941 (27 years). Upon com-
pletion of remodeling, which added a tower and en-
larged seating capacity to 200, another dedication
was held August 15, 1922.

Father Evaristus Oberding (1941-1942) had a car
so a garage had to be built.

Father Matthias Schmit, a lover of out-doors,
came in 1943. Three men decided it would be nice to
build a Grotto in honor of the men who served our
country. It was decided that each family should con-
tribute various sizes of stones (1945). This way every-
body took part in it. Being a lover of children, Father
Schmit held choir practice in the sacristy and taught
them Latin hymns.

The School building, built in 1924, is now used for
CCD education and parish functions. Elementary
education was discontinued in 1959 when the
Philothea School was consolidated with the Coldwa-
ter Exempted Village Schools.

Father Leo Hoying was appointed pastor in 1966,
and immediately celebrated Mass in English. An
altar facing the people was added, leaving the other
altars intact.

In 1971, the original play-ground behind school
was cemented; this area now serves as play-ground
and parking area. As a community project the men
donated their labor.

Father Jerome Wolf, pastor from 1973-1980, in-
itiated the annual parish family reunion. The fes-
tivities always begin with a Mass celebrated in front
of the Grotto. This is held on the second Sunday in
September; near our Feast Day, September 8. In
early 1980, the church interior was repainted, a new
Way of the Cross Statues were installed as was new
carpet.

Father Joseph Wehrle served as pastor and CCD
co-ordinator for St. Henry Parish from 1980 to 1983.
In both of these positions he inspired many young
adults. His death on August 6, 1983, left a bereaved
community. Archbishop Pilarczyk offered the Mass
of Resurrection at St. Mary's on August 9, 1983.

The teacher’s house was moved, in 1981, to an ad-
dress on Wessel Road to enlarge the parking area.

Father John Spatt, as Fr. Wehrle's successor,
ably and patiently guided the parishioners during
this period of bereavement. He encourages individual
participation as well as community participation.
Brunches are hosted by the CYO, the Rosary-Altar
Sodality, and the Holy Name Society, respectively,
on the third Sunday of each month to socialize.

One of our parishioners, Larry Hemmelgarn,
was ordained a Priest, June 9, 1984 Father Larry is
being sent to Rome to further his education in Feb-
ruary, 1988.

Grades 8 through 12 are being taught religion at
the parish hall by lay persons. The other grades join
the Coldwater children in their classes. Over the
years some of our parishioners have given Coldwater
a hand in their teaching. To play CYO girls or boys
basketball, attending religion classes is a must.
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May Crowning is held with the second grade,
seventh grade, and eighth grade participating.

The First Communion class of 1987, consisted of
Jill Braun, Danielle Doenges, Shannon Fullenkamp,
Keith Gruss, Chris Homan, and David May.

Two fine young boys, Allen Hartings and Doug
Broering were confirmed with the Coldwater chil-
dren.

On Graduation Day a Mass is offered for the
graduates. Following Mass a breakfast, hosted by the
CYO, is served to them and their parents. The class
of 1987 consisted of Jean Borger, Michael Borger, De-
nise Buschur, Nicholas Dues, Philip Homan, Rebecca

Jutte, Dale Kemper, Carol Laloge, Cheryl Laloge,
Kevin Sanning, Kathleen Schaefer, Lynn Timmer-
man and Joyce Wenning.

Our Parish has been blessed with 67 Baptisms
from 1983-1987 inclusive.

One-hundred-ten families are registered in the
Parish of St. Mary’s. Frank Bonifas is our present or-
ganist.

Our Parish Council, with Father Spatt as head, is
Bill Boeckman, Don Broering, Jan Broering, Luella
Homan, Connie Buschur, Leo Osterholt Jr., Susie
Sanning, Jane Boeckman, Randy Gaerke, Ron Bus-
chur, and Chuck Homan.
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