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This Celina, Ohio SesquiCentennial, 1834-1984 History Book was prepared by Joyce L. Alig, 
in honor of the SesquiCentennial of Celina's original plat in 1834. One hundred and fifty 
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Counties, edited by Sutton, and the 1907 History of Mercer County, Ohio, edited by Scranton, 
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Mercer County Bote," "Mercer County Republican," "Celina Democrat," "Celina Advocate," 
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Seventeen years after Ohio was admitted into the Union 
as a State, Mercer County, along with thirteen other counties 
in Northwest Ohio, was created by an act of the Ohio 
Legislature, dated February 12, 1820. Prior to 1819, the land 
North of the Greenville Treaty Line, including most of 
Mercer County, was Indian Territory. After the Federal 
Government acquired this land, Captain James Riley began 
his survey of Northwest Ohio, Northern Indiana, and parts of 
Michigan. Captain Riley arrived at the Headwaters of the 
Wabash River, south of Fort Recovery, on November, 20, 
1819; he proceeded with his initial study of the land and 
arrived at Fort Wayne, Indiana, November 24, 1819. Captain 
Riley kept journals of his travels; the 1882 History of Van 
Wert and Mercer County contains transcripts of his letters 
written as he surveyed this land. He was assisted in this 
survey by his son James Watson Riley. 

When Mercer County was formed in 1820, it included the 
Village of St. Marys, which was recognized as the County 
Seat. (Auglaize County had not yet been formed.) James 
Watson Riley settled in St. Marys with his family. 

During the 1820's, canals were being established across 
Ohio. The canals provided a quick, efficient method of 
transportation to market for the farmers . With the Miami 
and Erie Canal being planned on the Western side of Ohio, the 
Reservoir was planned at the summit (high point) between 
Lake Erie and the Ohio River, the summit being near Saint 
Marys. James Watson Riley decided that there should be a 
town on the West side of the Reservoir and proceeded to 
create one. While on a journey to New York to have a map of 
the town lithographed, he paused at Salina, Onondaga 
County, New York. He was impressed by the similarity of 
location of that town at the head of a natural lake and his 
planned community at the head of an artificial lake. Still, to 
name his new town Salina might give rise to confusion of 
post offices. Mr. Riley, resolving to avoid this, secured the 
name by changing the spelling, and the town at the West side 
of the Reservoir was named Celina. 

l820's 

Captain James Riley surveyed Northwestern Ohio, and 
parts of Indiana and Michigan of the Old Northwest 
Territory. 

THE OLD NORTHWEST 

Surveying Instrument used by Captain Riley and son 
James Watson Riley during their survey. 

James Watson Riley, son of Captain James Riley, 
assisted his father while surveying the Old Northwest 
Territory. James Watson Riley platted Celina in 1834. He also 
platted Van Wert, Paulding, and Willshire. 

Reynolds+Reynolds 
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The original town of Celina was established by James 

Watson Riley, Rufus Wilson Stearnes, Robert Linzee II, and 
Peter Aughenbaugh, acting in partnership. They agreed that 
each of them should pay $100.00 for the purchase of land at 
the center of Mercer County for the purpose of establishing a 
town to be named Celina. The agreement, dated August 25, 
1834, at St. Marys, Mercer County, Ohio, was acknowledged 
for record before the Honorable Stacey Taylor, one of the 
associate judges of the County, on September 8, 1834. With 
additional costs, the final swn paid was $469.16, each share 
being $117.29. 

James Watson Riley, as deputy surveyor, laid out the 
town for the proprietors upon the West part of Section 6, 
Township 6 South, Range 3 East, and the East part of Section 
1, Township 6 South, Range 2 East, with a variation of 4 
degrees to the West of magnetic North. Main and Logan 
Streets were each made 6 rods wide and all others 4 rods 
wide, except Center, which was 3. Each alley was laid out 1 
rod wide. The lots, numbered 1 to 156, inclusive, were made 
10 rods long by 5 wide. The block called the Public Square, 21 
rods long by 8 rods wide, was set apart for public purposes. 
Lots 23 and 119 were donated for use by the schools, and lots 
44, 100, and 149 were donated by the use of the Methodist 
Episcopal, Baptist, and Presbyterian Churches, respec­
tively, "to be used for no other purposes." In addition to the 
plat, 3 acres of land were set aside near Celina for burial 
ground, free to all denominations. 

William Willshire Riley, a brother of James Watson 
Riley, traveled from New York to St. Marys in 1840. James 
Watson Riley still lived in St. Marys, even though the county 
offices had been moved to Celina, the new County Seat. He 
rode back and forth from St. Marys to Celina because he held 
the offices of Clerk and Recorder. William Willshire Riley 
accompanied his brother in his work and related the 
following to describe what had happened to Celina since the 
village had been platted in 1834. 

''There had been a steam saw-mill erected near the reservoir 
on out-lot No. 1, for the purpose of sawing lumber for the 
centre of the embankment which was there constructing, and 
also for the Court House, then building by the town 
proprietors. This building was already under roof. The 
clerk's office was in a one-story frame building, about 30 by 
25 feet in dimensions, and in the North end of which was a 
store. It stood on the West side of Main Street, just South of 
the Public Square. The store was owned by Mr. Riley, and 
was the only one in town. Mr. Rood was deputy clerk, and 
lived in a log cabin, built of round timber, on the South side of 
Fayette, near Ash Street. Franklin Linzee kept a hotel on the 
corner of Main and Warren Streets. It was a two-story frame, 
with an L kitchen. Another hotel was kept by a Mr. Simmons, 
on the Southeast corner of Sugar and Warren Streets. It was a 
long, hewed-log house of two stores. Benjamin Maurer lived 

in a log cabin on the Southwest corner of Sugar and Logan 
Streets and Christian Maurer in a small frame house on 
Market near Mill Street. Sheriff Stedman lived in a small log 
cabin next to the clerk's office, and Mr. Magoon in a cabin 
near Rood's on Ash Street. I think all these men had families. 
A German doctor lived in a little cabin between the office and 
Linzee's, and Dr. John W. Fulton moved from St. Marys and 
had his office in a two-story log house on the Northwest 
corner of Fayette and Ash. There was a log cabin on the 
Southeast corner of Logan and Sugar, but it was vacant, as 
were several others built by Giddings and Bickell, con­
tractors, on the reservoir embankment. Esquire Trenary 
lived on a farm adjoining the town. He was a blacksmith by 
trade, and had a family. There were several men boarding at 
the hotels who were engaged on the Court House. Among 
them were Henry L. John and his brother, who were car­
penters, and a Mr. Jacobs, who was a brick-mason and 
plasterer. The latter was employed by my brother to build a 
brick hotel on lots 259 and 260, being the Northeast corner of 
Market and Main Streets. An amusing incident is here in­
serted as illustrative of the prejudice against the negroes 
then recently located at Montezuma, this county, by the 
executor of the will of the Hon. John Randolph, of Virginia. 
My brother (James Watson Riley) had tried for some time 
without success to get some person to take a contract for 
making brick. This contract was finally given some negroes, 
and they at once set about preparing the ground and 
moulding brick. At this juncture the very white men who had 
refused to do the work, either for cash or in payment of debts, 
made pretense of being anxious to work, and then deter­
mined to drive the negroes off by warning them out of town as 
paupers. I had bought the cabins already alluded to as vacant 
and rented them to the negroes, so that when the malcontents 
came to warn them out of town, they were found to be 
householders, carrying out a valuable contract to the satis­
faction of my brother, James Watson Riley. The charge of 
pauperism miscarried, and the negroes completed their 
work, unmolested. The house was completed by fall, and my 
brother and family then occupied it.'' 

He concludes by telling that his brother, James Watson 
Riley, finally moved to Celina in 1840, to reside in the brick 
hotel built at the Northeast corner of Market and Main 
Streets. 

Near the close of the decade, plans were discussed for a 
new Court House in Celina. On September 13, 1839, the County 
Commissioners authorized a contract for the construction of 
the new building, which was let to Samuel Hunter and John 
McGee on December 3, 1839, for the sum of $1,350.00. 

A PART OF YOUR LIFE SINCE 1870 
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Mercer County Reservoir, 1846, drawn by Henry Howe -
The Reservoir was formed by raising two walls of earth, 
from ten to twenty-five feet high, called respectively the East 
and West embankment, the first of which is about two miles 
and the last near four in length. These walls, with the 
elevation of the ground to the north and south, form a high 
basin to retain the water. The elevated ground to the north 
and the south, were from recessional moraines, from 
Wisconsin age glacial deposits. The Reservoir was formed 
for the purpose of providing water to the St. Marys feeder of 
the Miami Erie Canal, the Reservoir being on the summit 
between the Ohio River and Lake Erie. 

The Reservoir was commenced in 1837 and completed in 
1845, at an expense of several hundred thousand dollars. The 
west embankment was completed in 1843. The water filled in 
at the upper end to the depth of several feet, but as the ground 
rose gradually to the east, it overflowed for several miles to 
the depth of a few inches only. This vast body of water thus 
exposed to the powerful rays of the sun, would, if allowed to 
have remained, have bred pestilence through the adjacent 
country. Moreover, whole farms that belonged to individuals, 
yet unpaid for by the State, were completely submerged. 
Under these circumstances, about one hundred and fifty 
residents of the county turned out with spades and shovels 
and by two days industry tore a passage for the water 
through the embankment. 

The Mercer County Standard of April 1871 described the 
1843 scene at the Lake. Justin Hamilton, of Mercer County, 
introduced a resolution into the Legislature, which was 
unanimously adopted: "That no water should be let into the 
reservoir before the same should be cleared of timber and 
the parties paid for this land." The Legislature appropriated 
$20,000 for this purpose, but it was squandered by the officers 
and land speculators. 

MERSMAN 

Beach Home, 111 South Ash - John Jay Beach and his 
wife Phoebe, daughter of Captain James and Phoebe 
(Miller) Riley, built the two-story brick home, on lots 238 and 
255, fronting on 111 South Ash Street and adjoining the alley, 
about 1841. 

The brick for the building was burned in the front yard, 
by Negroes who came to Celina on the Miami and Erie Canal. 
John Jay Beach was a fine Gunsmith. Zura Riley, who lived 
next door, recalled as a child, how he would watch Beach 
repair guns for the Indians and that the Indians, in turn, 
would pay for the gunsmith services with deer meat. A 
century after the home was built, John and Fay Sealschott 
owned the home in 1944. In 1967 this land was sold to the City 
of Celina; the City tore down the building in order to use the 
land for a parking lot. 

The First Church built in Celina, in 1840, was twenty by 
thirty feet, the c~ finished with JEre}ed boards instead of 
plastering. The church was built by the Presbyterians; later 
used by the Methodists as a school house, also used by the 
Baptists. The building stood on lot 149, on the corner of 
Fayette and Ash Streets. 

tables 
SOMERS CORPORATION 

A. CELINA EMPLOYER SINCE 19001 



The decade of the 1850's was a time of challenge in the 
United States. The era preceding the Civil War was 
highlighted with the Lincoln-Douglas debates, the Dred Scott 
Decision, the Underground Railroad activities, Matthew 
Brady's daguerreotype portraits, the panic of 1857, and John 
Brown's Raid on the United States Arsenal at Harpers' 
Ferry, Va. (now W. Va.). During this decade, California, 
Minnesota, and Oregon were admitted to the Union. 

Celina was growing; the community was becoming 
active in civic projects. Celina's population was 222 in 1850; 
Mercer County's population was listed at 7,712. The Mercer 
County Agricultural Society was re-organized March 27, 
1852; the original organization was established in 1847. A 
Committee of Five, consisting of G.W. Raudabaugh, 
Willshire Riley, Francis Miller, W.R. Browning, and J.W. 
Riley, met June 8, 1852 for the purpose of planning the first 
annual fair to be held the last Thursday of October 1852. The 
Teachers organized to form a Teachers' Association in 1855. 
Citizens were becoming interested in public service. 

When Farmers wanted grinding for flour or grain, they 
had to go to the mills powered by water at Willshire or Piqua. 
With the advent of steam power, mills could be built at sites 
which had no nearby source of water power. The August 31, 
1854 Western Standard reported that Mr. G. and F.C. 
LeBlond had purchased two fine steam engines, sufficient 
power to drive six run of stones at their mill. This innovation 
was to secure the permanency of the grinding business at 
Celina. The LeBlonds promised that the same rate would be 
charged at the steam mill, as was charged at the water mills, 
and no more! 

External problems of weather and of fire took their toll 
on Celina. The temperature reported January 8, 1856 was 
minus twenty degrees. It was so cold that the newspaper 
printers had to thaw the paper before they could print it. Fire 
destroyed the steam saw mill of Doyle and Johnston in Celina 
in November 1856. The autumn of 1856, woods through the 
northwestern counties of Ohio had been on fire for three or 
four weeks. Weathering took its toll on Celina's old brick 
school house in the northwest corner of town when the school 
fell down on the Sabbath afternoon, February 15, 1857. The 
most severe hail and r.ain storms that the people had ever 
witnessed were reported August 21, 1857. The Mercer County 
Jail burned down February 22, 1859. 

The Reservoir was a common topic of conversation with 
the citizens and was reported in the Western Standard. In 
1854, the Reservoir's high level was reported in the 
newspaper; benefits to the local residents were said to be 
hydraulic rrivileges and delicious fish. Thousands of pike, 
eight inches to sixteen inches long, were taken within a few 
days from the lake; the cat were taken out by the basket, 
even an occasional Black Bass was caught. Thousands of 
white cranes were reported around the Reservoir in August 
1855. A new post office was reported in the July 3, 1856 paper, 
located half-way between Celina and St. Marys, called the 
"Reservoir Post Office." The spring of 1858 was wet; the 
Reservoir was reported to be six inches above high water 
level and no corn had been planted by May 27. That winter, 
the December 9 paper reported that com was so very scarce 
in this county that farmers and all others had had to kill their 
hogs. In May of 1859, the work on the feeder from the 

l850's 
Reservoir to the Miami and Erie Canal was completed; the 
boats could then pass from the Reservoir to the Canal and 
back. The Canal had provided transportaticn for immigrants 
to Mercer County; county population increased. The 
Europeans from Englarxl, Germany, Irelarxl, France, and 
other countries, found transportation via the Canal, and 
available work and available farm land for sale in Northwest 
Ohio. Population increased from 1,116 in 1830 to 8,277 in 1840. 
With Auglaize County being formed in 1848; St. Marys, 
Minster and New Bremen became part of Auglaize County 
and no longer a part of Mercer County. Mercer County 
Census in 1850 was listed at 7,712; the 1860 Census at 14,104; 
the 1870 Census at 17,254. Thus, the Miami and Erie Canal 
played a tremendous role in the settlement of Western Ohio. 

This Ellis House stood on the southeast corner of Main 
and Livingston Streets; it was purchased in 1869 by the Ellis 
Family after the original brick Ellis Hotel on the corner of 
Market and Main was torn down in 1866. (The Masonic Lodge 
was chartered in the old Ellis House in 1853, which was a 
brick building, which stood on the corner of Market and Main 
and was torn down in 1866.) 

.... 

This Boulder was taken from the Auglaize River and 
placed at the site of the Ellis House, at the Southeast corner 
of Main and Livingston Streets. The Tablet states, "The 
Celina Masonic Lodge 241 was chartered here October 20, 
1853 in Old Ellis House. The Table erected by the Masonic 
Centennial Committee on November 25, 1953, the 150th year 
of our State. 

Reynolds+Reynolds 
Celina, Ohio 45822 





Mercer County Courthouse (1868-1923) - April 13, 1866, 
the Mercer County Commissioners resolved to erect a Court 
House, 58 feet by 70 feet in ground dimensions, three stories 
high, including a stone basement. At a subsequent meeting 
held the same month, the dimensions were changed to 60 by 
97 feet. The first bids, which were opened on May 18, 1866, not 
proving satisfactory, no contract was awarded. On March 13, 
1867, Mr. Rumbaugh, an architect of Lima, Ohio, submitted 
plans for a Court House, which were adopted. The plans 
provided for a building 56 feet, 6 inches by 81 feet 4 inches, 
two stories high - with main tower 16 feet square, four 
stories high and a smaller tower 14 feet square, three stories 
high - to be of brick work, cut stone, plastering stucco work, 
roof slating, court-room, painting, clock, etc. The building 
was to be finished by September 15, 1868. Ten bids, ranging 
from $39,000 to $44,850, were considered; the final contract 
finally being awarded to R.G. Blake and F.C. LeBlond. By 
consent of the Commissioners, this contract was transferred 
by Messrs. Blake and LeBlond to M.P. Guffey, on the same 
conditions. On June 22, 1869, the Commissioners sold the old 
Court House lot (no. 276). This Court House was used until 
1923. 

l860's 

Band Stand on Court House Lawn. 

The Honorable Francis C. LeBlond built this home at 528 
North Main, around the time of the Civil War. LeBlond was 
first elected to Ohio Congress in 1862 and reelected in 1864. 
LeBlond also served as delegate to the Democratic National 
Convention in New York City in 1868; again in 1876 at the St. 
Louis Convention. This LeBlond Home was extensively 
rebuilt. Later the back part of the house was moved away 
and used in the construction of two smaller homes. Today, 
this home is the home of Mr. and Mrs. Don Myers. 

CELINA 
"THE WENDY CITY" 

544 E. MARKET STREET 
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The decade of the 1870's was the decade following the 

Civil War and the Period of Reconstruction ... and the 
decade preceding the arrival of the railroads in Mercer 
County. The economy was doing well with businesses ex­
panding and buildings, churches and schools being built. The 
nation, as a whole, was prospering. The year of the Nation's 
Centennial in 1876 was most significant. Citizens celebrated 
the Centennial by attending the Exposition in 1876 when they 
saw Alexander Graham Bell's telephone and Thomas 
Edison's lightbulb, at Philadelphia. The Western States saw 
an increase in white settlement; Custer's Last Stand at 
Montana was indicative of the Indian/White struggle in the 
West. Colorado was admitted to the Union in 1876. 

In Celina, citizens were beco~ actively involved in 
their community. Academic and religious education held a 
high station in values. The Members of the Lutheran Church 
dedicated their new building; which dedication was 
described in the June 22, 1871 Western Standard newspaper. 
In 1876, Father Theopistus Wittmer, C.PP.S., with the help of 
the building committee, supervised the erection of Celina's 
first parochial school, which measured 35 by 40 feet, ac­
commodating ninety pupils and costing $1,200. In 1879, a 
small convent was built, and two Sisters of the Precious 
Blood Order arrived to take charge of that school. In May of 
1878, Celina Public High School honored its first female 
graduate, Lizzie Snyder McKim. 

Citizens were surprised when over one hundred skeletons 
were taken from a gravel pit in August of 1870. The skeletons, 
apparently Indians, were in a sitting position with their heads 
inclined forward. 

Citizens were interested in civic organizations. Se{>­
tember 14, 1870, the Royal Arch Masons received their 
charter; the Masonic Order having been in Celina since 1853. 
February 27, 1874, Hopewell Grange No. 2688 was organized. 
The Mercer County Agricultural Society (Fair Board) in 
February 1872, purchased land from the State of Ohio, for the 
fair to be held on the east side of the town of Celina on the 
north bank of the Reservoir - Lake Mercer. In June 1878, the 
Society, foreseeing the necessity of more ample grounds for 
annual fairs bought land from the Brandon Heirs, on the West 
side of Town, which constitutes the present Fair Grounds. 
(Photography by Terry is located in the home of the Brandon 
family who originally owned this land.) 

Extremes m Weather patterns were evident in 1872-1873. 
In the summer of 1872, the temperature reached 124 degrees 
in Celina, which was followed by a cold winter with twenty­
one degrees below zero reported December 12, 1872. The July 
1873 newspaper reported the county being visited by four 
terrible tornadoes on Fourth of July Weekend. Timber was 
lost in J effers~n Township, but no lives were lost. 

Another newspaper was initiated in Celina. The Western 
Democrat Newspaper was established in September 1874, 
which was re-named the Mercer County Observer when J.E. 
Blizzard purchased it in April 27, 1876. The paper was 
Republican in politics and the only Republican newspaper in 
the county. The Mercer County Observer ceased publication 
February 12, 1926. 

The Citizens Commercial Bank and Trust Company, 115-
119 South Main, saw its beginnings in the 1870's. The Celina 
Building & Loan Association was founded January 29, 1870, 
by G.W. Raudabaugh, T.J. Godfrey, E.M. Piper, R .G. Blake, 
A.P.J. Snyder, Christopher Schunck, and Abner Davis, at the 
site of the Richardson Building, on the Northeast corner of 
Main and Fayette. In 1872, the business became the Milligan, 
Godfrey & Co. A new building was built, on the site of the 
present location, in 1874. Calvm Riley, a prosperous farmer 
of Jefferson Township and John Pulskamp, a bank employee 
since 1881, joined the firm as partners and the name was 
changed to The Commercial Bank in 1888. This building, at 
115 South Main, was lost in the 1894 fire. 

The Celina Village Council took an active role in ad-

Compliments Of 
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Celina & Ft. Recovery, Ohio 

ministering the Village. The Council awarded a contract on 
September 14, 1874, for the erection and finishing of a co~­
poration building in Celina. On July 27, 1875, the council 
proceeded to purchase the Bass Foundry Machine Works 
cells for the purpose of a calaboose. On March 28, 1877, the 
council moved, "For the care of the Hook and Ladder Wagon 
and use of room for same to be transferred to the Rescue 
Hook and Ladder organization, to be used by them for the 
benefit of the corporation in subduing fire ." The motion was 
approved April 3, 1877, under Mayor J.W. Riley. Two years 
later, July 8, 1879, the council had a committee appointed to 
seek a fire engine for the ~orporation. On Ma~ch 5, 1878, a 
committee of two was appomted to procure a suitable hall for 
Armory and drill for military purposes, and on April 14, 1879, 
the council approved payment of $6,000 to D. Hellwarth for 
the previous year's rental of a hall. On December 14, 1875, 
council introduced an ordinance to compel keepers of saloons 
and other places where intoxicating liquors are sold to close 
their places of business at ten o'clock P.M. Much of the 
village council business was in consideration of hauling 
gravel for streets, sidewalk construction, cistern and sewer 
construction. On February 11, 1879, Joseph Miller presented 
a bill of $70 to the village for the loss of a horse which fell into 
a sewer. Street lamps were installed in 1879, which consisted 
of the installation of seventeen coal oil lamps. 

The Reservoir provided recreation and transportation. 
The July 6, 1871 Western Stand reported a mammoth catf_ish 
weighing thirteen and one-half pounds ll!ld measurmg 
twenty-eight inches in length, being caught m the lake. On 
November 4, 1873, Jed Kelsey shipped over 300 ducks, via the 
canal, to the Cincinnati Market. During the early 1870's, 
residents were complaining about transportation. Travelers 
told of a trip from Celina to St. Marys, via a plank road, 
taking four hours. The Miami and Erie Canal was no longer a 
popular means of travel. . . . . 

On May 11, 1872, the Celina Village Council held a Special 
Session. One hundred taxpaying electors of the Incorporated 
Village of Celina submitted a si~ned petition to the Council, 
requesting the Council appropriat~ $10,400 towa_rd t~e con­
struction of a railroad, the Lake Erie and St. Louis Rallroa~, 
from the Ohio Indiana State Line to Celina. They wanted this 
money to be raised through bonds. People talked railro~d 
construction for several years and watched as three rail­
roads reached Celina. March 5, 1878, Council adopted a 
resolution for the Lake Erie and Louisville Railroad Com­
pany's authorization to construct an~ ope_rate. ~heir Hr:ie 
through the Incorporated Village of Celma. In adtiticn to this 
railroad, both the Cincinnati, Jackson and Mackinaw 
(Cincinnati Northern) and the Cincinnati, Hamilton and 
Dayton passed through Celina by the early 1880's. The 
railroads were sources of business interaction and com­
munication with the outside world. The 1870 Census of 
Mercer County was 17,254; the 1880 Census was 21,808. The 
1890 Census illustrated additional $.rowth at a figure of 27,220. 
Thus, the importance of the railroads to Mercer County 
Settlement is obvious. 

,,s,;~ 

Brandon House was built by the Brandon family in the 
early 1870's, at 603 West Market. Today, this building is the 
office of Photography by Terry, owners Mr. and Mrs. Terry 
Shideler. 

Fine Photography For All Occasions 
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Growth in the decade of the 1880's reflects the influence 
of the railroads on the community. Celina's population in­
creased from 1,346 in 1880 to 2,702 in 1890. The economy's 
strength also increased, as people invested in oil and gas well 
exploration and businesses were initiated. In 1882, the First 
United Presbyterian Church built a brick church at the 
corner of Fulton and Walnut Streets. That same year, Dr. 
David H. Richardson settled in Celina and served the public 
in a large medical practice. The Mercer County Bote news­
paper began in 1883, and was unique, being that was the only 
newspaper in the county being printed in the German 
Language. In 1884, fire destroyed the former Court House 
( used before the 1867 Court House had been built), which had 
served as a city building. (In 1890 Celina City Hall was built.) 
On December 2, 1886, a German Teachers Institute of Mercer 
County, Ohio was organized for the purpose of meeting once a 
year to encourage the German Language in the local schools. 
In 1888, Calvin E. Riley became a partner in the private 
banking business of Godfrey and Milligan. In 1893, the 
banking business was incorporated and in 1901, it was 
merged into the Commercial Bank of Celina, with Calvin E. 
Riley as President. 

Across the nation, laborers were discussing unions and 
reform. In 1881, the Federation of Organized Trades and 
Labor Unions was formed, which became the American 
Federation of Labor (AFL) in 1886. Farmers were also 
stating their demands. The political climax of the agrarian 
discontent of the 1870's and 1880's was the organization of the 
People's Party of America, or the Populists. In Mercer 
County, it was the railroads which were in most demand by 
the farmers and laborers. The railroads provided the 
quickest and cheapest method of transportation to the 
market for farm and industrial products. 

R & K Tavan owners, John Roberts and Chalmer 
Kuhn, purchased the business from Mrs. Leona Kerns. Her 
husband, Ed Kerns, had owned the business since the late 
1950's, having purchased it from Carl Gibbons. This building 
at 402 South Main, at the southeast corner of Warren and 
Main Streets, was built originally as a hotel to serve the 
people traveling on the train, with the depot located just 
behind the hotel. 

-CELINA 
-TELECOM 

Telecommunications Group 

THE CELINA CORPORATION 
424 South Main Street 
Celina , Ohio 45822-0121 Ph . 419 586-5626 

l880's 

The Celina passenger station at 424 South Main Street, 
which headquarters the Celina Corporation, was built in 1878 
and operated by the Lake Erie & Louisville Railway Com­
pany. The first train, an excursion special, arrived at the 
Celina station from Lima on July 4, 1878 during public 
ceremonies. The L.E. & L. later reorganized as the Lake Erie 
and Western Railway Company. The L.E. & W. operated 
under various corporate control through December 28, 1922, 
when the line was consolidated with the New York, Chicago & 
St. Louis Railroad Company, better known throughout the 
midwest as the " Nickel Plate Road. " The last passenger 
service on the line was October 17, 1959. The "Nickel Plate 
Road" become history on October 16, 1964, when it merged 
with The Norfolk & Western Railway Company. Reduced 
local freight traffic forced the closing of the Celina station on 
December 13, 1981. However, the now Norfolk and Southern 
still operates a successful freight business, providing service 
to Celina. The Present occupant of the railroad station 
building is The Celina Corporation, Telecommunications 
Group, organized April 19, 1980 by R.D. Rumpff, President 
who began business on February 13, 1982. The Celina Cor­
poration, Telecommunications Group, is involved in national 
sales and leasing of mobile radio telephones - automatic, 
dial car telephones. The Corporation also operates the 
Citizens Mobile Telephone Company, which endeavors to 
provide mobile telephone service, radio-paging, burglar and 
fire alarm monitoring and answering services to Mercer and 
Auglaize Counties. 

Murphy's Store stood at 302 South Main, at the Southeast 
-corner of Warren and Main. On the side of the building, a sign 
indicates that Mercelina Hotel is located 3 blocks east, with 
Fish, Chicken, Steak, and Modern Cottages. 

R & K TOWN TAVERN 

402 S. MAIN STREET 

CELINA OHIO 
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The John W. Karch Stone Company was begun in 1880 
when a quarry was started for the purpose of burning lime . In 
1903, Mr. Karch began in the quarry business at the present 
location, 6430 Karch Road. He installed new crushing 
equipment. Steam furnished the power for operating a small 
jaw crusher and for drilling the Jjagt holes. In 1911, a Lima 
steam locomotive replaced the mules to pull the quarry cars. 
By 1933, a Lima 403 gasoline powered shovel replaced the 
Marion steam shovel. Electricity was first used in 1941 by 
installing a larger Buckeye oil engine and a generator. 
Throughout the years, the plant was modernized. The John 
W. Karch Stone Company has a policy of constant attention 
toward improvements of the materials produced. Through 
the years many changes have been made to not only raise 
production but also improve quality. They strive to make the 
very highest quality crushed stone that modern technology 
and equipment can produce. 

The Reservoir Hotel, stood at 306 South Main, on the east 
side, where the Standard Oil Station is in 1984. John Winter 
and his son ran the hotel, which was torn down in the 1920's. 
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This scene is the shooting of an oil well, in the 1880's at 

Celina, Ohio. Read about Captain Gustavus Darnold's 
Steamer in the 1860's. 
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Local citizens invested in finding oil and gas. The first oil 

well in Celina was drilled in the spring of 1886 within the 
Village limits of Celina, and was completed in June of 1886. 
This well proved to be dry and showed only a slight trace of 
gas and oil. The second well within Celina's Village limits 
also proved to be dry. A Celina Gas Company was formed by 
the village and a gas plant was installed to furnish the town 
with light and fuel for a numrer of years. In July of 1888, an 
ordinance was passed to contract for the supply of natural 
gas to encourage manufacturers to locate in Celina. Four and 
one-half years later, a franchise to light the streets of the 
Village of Celina by electricity was given to George E. 
Turner and Martin Lutz. This ordinance stated where the 
lights were to be located and that the posts and wires were 
not to interfere with the flow of water in any gutter, drain, or 
sewer. Oil derricks were numerous across the Reservoir. By 
the turn of the century, over 2,700 wells had been drilled in 
Mercer County. The local wells began to · decline in 
production and the era of gas and oil wells quietly closed. 
Today, 1984, there are a few gas wells used across the 
County. 

Celina from the Reservoir; Canal Boat on lake; see 1860's for story of the steamboat. 
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THE JOHN W. KARCH 

STONE COMPANY 

Quarrying, Crushing & Marketing Limestone 
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At the national level in the 1890's, Grover Cleveland had 
scarcely been inaugurated as President (March 4, 1893) 
before the country was in tqe..,grip of a panic. At the local 
level, Celina suffered a disairous fire in 1894; citizens then 
worked together and rebuilt an entire block in downtown 
Celina. The economy of Celina was strong enough for the 
citizens to build a new Town Hall, a new schoolhouse, a new 
water-works building, and an electric light plant, within the 
decade of the 1890's ! 

July 26, 1894, downtown Celina suffered its greatest fire 
in its history; an entire city block, bounded by Main, Market, 
Fayette and Walnut Streets, was destroyed by fire. As often 
happened in local villages, after a major fire , the town in­
creased its fire protection services. One month after the fire, 
August 29, 1894, Celina Village Council passed Ordinance No. 
131, which provided for the issue and sale of $50,000 worth of 
Bonds of the Village, in order to purchase a fire engine, hose, 
and apparatus, for the erecting and purchasing of water 
works and supplying water to the corporation and 
inhabitants thereof. In 1895, the water-works building was 
built on Touvelle Street ; in 1900, in connection with the water­
works plant and in the same building, an electric light plant 
was installed. 

People were interested in civic projects. The October 8, 
1891 Mercer County Bote (German Newspaper ) reported 
10,000 people in attendance at the German Day Program in 
Celina. In 1893, local citizens traveled to Chicago to visit the 
World's Fair. The Fair had been planned in 1892; this Fair 
inspired Mrs. Charles (Lizzie) McKim and eight ladies to 
form the Celina History Club, and to become more familiar 
with the first 400 years of our country's history. The town 
built a new schoolhouse in 1894, at the southeast corner of 
Wayne and Buckeye. In 1897, credit is given to the Shakspere 
Club for establishing a library in Celina. Local citizens were 
involved as men were called to serve in the Spanish 
American \far; with the Treaty of Paris being signed in 1898. 
That same year, in 1898, the United States acquired the 
Hawaiian Islands. In 1899, the Altrurian Club was organized 
in Celina. 

Robert Ellsworth Riley, M.D. returned to Celina in 1896, 
and engaged in practice, in the meantime becoming in­
terested in the drug business. He subsequmtly purchased a 
half interest in Charles A McKim's Drug Store; five years 
later Dr. Riley bought out.McKim. This drug store was in the 
Riley Building, on the Southeast corner of Market and Main, 
and is owned by Dr. Riley's son, Joel Riley. Dr. Robert Riley 
purchased the Brandon Home for his family ; today this home 
is the office of Photography by Terry. 

The last year of the Nineteenth Century witnessed a 
political event, which was one of a kind in Celina. William 
Jennings Bryan, from Nebraska, was nominated in 1896, 1900 

WINKELJOHN 
212 North Main Street 

PR INTING and 
OFFICE SUPPLIES 

Celina, Ohio 45822 

1890's 
and 1908 to the office of United States President. He was the 
only three time Presidential Candidate who came cam­
paigning to Celina. people from over Mercer County rode the 
train to Celina to hear William Jennings Bryan speak in 
October 1899. 

Ashley Hotel and Adam Schunck Harness, Boots and 
Shoes Store were built on West Fayette after the 1894 fire. 
The Antiquity House, 125 West Fayette, operated by Joan 
Overman and Marvel Gertz began in 1979. They leased the 
building from Robert Doll and Ken Woeste. (McKirnan Bres. 
had occupied this builcing.) Robbins Leatrer Store occupies 
the Schunck building, the west side, 131 W. Fayette. Bottle 'N 
Keg occupies the right side of the Schunck Building, 129 West 
Fayette. Bottle 'N Keg is owned and operated by the Elmer 
and Irma Kuess family. Bottle 'N Keg has DJ's on Wed., Fri., 
Sat., and Sun. nights, 9: 00-1: 00 A.M.; pool table tournaments, 
foos ball tournaments, and daily card players. Prior to the 
Bottle 'N Keg, Gerald and Rosie Fleck had Fleck's Pool Hall 
for over forty years. 

Schunck Jewelry Store began at 111 West Fayette in 
1894. ' 

View of West Fayette Street. 

THE BOTTLE 'N KEG 

129 W. Fayett~ St. Celina, Ohio 

Homemade Soups & Sandwiches 
Beer - Pool - Games - Music 

D.J. Wed ., Fri ., E:at . & Sun. 9- 1.00 
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The Citizens Bank was founded May 1, 1873 by John W. 
DeFord, R.G. Blake, and F.C. LeBlond. This Bank rebuilt 
after the 1894 fire, at 119 South Main. 

Citizens Commercial Bank and Trust Co., Fayette Street 
Branch Bank, opened August 1981. 

Citizens Commercial Bank and Trust Co., Summit Street 
Branch Bank, opened May, 1972. 

The Commercial Bank, founded in 1870, rebuilt after the 
1894 fire , at 115 South Main. 

In July of 1957, stockholders of The Commercial Bank Co. 
and The Citizens Banking Co. unanimously approved an 
agreement of consolidation between the two institutions. The 
first Board of Directors was named and the Executive 
Officers were elected : Roscoe D. Riley, President; Lewis D. 
Frysinger, Lee Heckler and Louis J. Hierholzer, Vice 
Presidents; L.R. Gallman, Cashier; and Sam D. Dixon, Hugo 
S. Rentzsch, Richard Sharp, Henry Knapke , and C.A. Stubbs. 
The Citizens Commercial Bank and Trust Company, in 1984, 
has the Main Office at 117 South Main, and two branch offices 
in Celina at 115 West Summit and 124 East Fayette ; with 
offices at Fort Recovery and Chickasaw. 

A PART OF YO UR LIFE SINCE 1870 
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Charles and Rochester Wyckoff rebuilt the building, at 
101 South Main, Southwest corner of Main and Market, after 
the 1894 fire. (The Pharmacy was begun in 1868. The Court 
House, built in 1868, is to the North.) 

This view of the interior of Bair Pharmacy, in Wyckoff 
Building, at 101 South Main, 1907-1922 , shows John Good, 
Henry Puthoff and Ed Gerlach. 
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Bair Pharmacy, 101 South Main, after a series of owners, 
Wyckoff, Puthoff, Ross and Bair, was purchased by Paul 
Arnold August 24, 1973. (In the ba-:kground of this 
photograph, is the First National Bank, which was destroyed 
in the 1983 fire.) 

BAIR PHARMACY 

Downto,vn On The Square 

Mercer County's Oldest Drugstore 

The growth and progress of the schools made another 
schoolhouse a necessity. A model two-story brick 
schoolhouse was built, at a cost of $13,034, at the southeast 
corner of Wayne and Buckeye in 1894. 

In 1895, the water-works building was erected in the 
north end of town, on Touvelle Street, and a plant installed at 
a total cost of $50,000, under the supervision of J.P. LeBlond, 
John Milligan and C.D. Hierholzer, who constituted the first 
Board of Water Works Trustees elected. 

In 1900, in connection with the water-works plant, and in 
the same building, an electric plant was installed at a cost of 
nearly $50,000. Both the water and the electric light plants 
were owned and operated by the city, under the immediate 
control of the Board of Public Affairs, which early members 
were J.P. LeBlond, John Milligan, C.D. Hierholzer, D. Piper, 
L.D. Brumm, MJ. Hemmert, Jacob Gerlach, S.S. Scranton, 
John E. Hamberger and James D. Johnson. 

Residence of Dr. John E. and Mary A. Hattery, 204 East 
Market, built in 1893. 

ARNOLD PHARMACY 

Celina Medical Center 

801 PRO DRIVE 



The first decade of the Twentieth Century was a 
prosperous time for Celina. The First Nation~! Ba_nk ?f 
Celina opened in 1900. Mersman Tables began m Celina m 
1900. The Crampton Canning Company was established, for 
the canning of tomatoes, peas, sweet corn and other 
vegetables. The Celina Telephone Company was busy; the 
newspaper Bote reported that the Celina Telephone Com­
pany was erecting telephone posts for St. ~enrr, Decem~er 
13 1900. With the improved economy, Celina unproved its 
st;eets. In 1902, Fayette Street was paved with brick; in 1903, 
Livingston Street was paved, after which Walnut and East 
Market Streets were paved. Main Street was paved in 1905; 
West Market was paved in 1906. The Western Ohio Electric 
Railway extended its line from Lima to Celina. Local citizens 
also visited the World's Fair at St. Louis in 1904. October 1904, 
Mercer Countians rode the train to Celina to hear William 
Jennings Bryan speak. The December 1905 Bote reported 
that sleighing was good those days; on Saturdays the streets 
were filled with sleighs and that helped business! After 
having served Celina for twelve years, the Advocate 
Newspaper moved to Saint Henry and became the St. Henry 
Advocate. The Remaklus Company began business. A new 
Carnegie Library was built and opened in January 1907. 
September 1908, Mercer Countians rode the train to Dayton, 
to hear William Jennings Bryan speak, in his third bid for the 
Presidency; the fare for the round trip was one dollar; the 
November 7, 1908 Bote reported that Bryan was "beaten to a 
frazzle" with 162 electoral votes and William H. Taft was 
elected with 321 electoral votes. The summer of 1908, citizens 
went to Piqua to see the Buffalo Bill Show. The July 1908 Bote 
reported that the Prohibitionists were getting busy in the 
County; the October 3 Bote reported that 16 counties went dry 
as a result of the elections under the Rose Law, and that 287 
saloons were put out of business. The December 4, 1908 Bote 
reported that 'twas a wet victory; wets carried Mercer 

· County by 243 majority! 
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Founded in 1876 at Ottoville, Ohio, by sawmill 
operator J.B. Mersman, the Mersman Brothers 
Company moved to Celina in 1900 and ~g_an manu­
facturing beds, library tables and dmmg room 
tables. The Company employed 125 people when it 
was incorporated as The Mersman Brot~ers 
Brandts Company in 1906. Mersman was acqwred 
by Congoleum Industries in 1963 and operated as a 
member of Congoleum's home furnishings group 
until 1977, when it was purchased by a group of 
private investors, headed by Willard Somers .. In 
September, 1981, Waldron Furniture Manufacturing 
Co., Waldron, Arkansas, was acquired by S?mers 
Corporation as a complementing upholstery line for 
the Mersman Table production company. Today, 
Mersman/Waldron manufactures completely 
correlated living room collections, featuring wood 
and upholstered products, employing nearly 1,000 
people. Don Vander Horst, Sr., is Vice President 
and General Manager. 

Employees of the Mersman .8ros. Brandts Co. Mfgs. of Dining and Library Tables, Celina, Ohio, May 29, 1913. Boosz photo. 

MERSMAN 
tables 

SOMERS CORPORATION 
A. CELINA EMPLOYER SINCE 19001 
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A tradition of sound, secure and progressive banking 
began when The First National Bank of Celina officially 
opened on July 31, 1900 in the building shown above. The 
original Board of Directors was comprised of the Honorable 
Judge James H. Day, Dr. John E. Hattery, Charles Howick, 
William Touvelle, Frank Benke (all of Celina), Michael 
Mooney (St. Marys), and Frank Bimel (Sidney). 

First National began business under the presidency of 
Judge Day with original capital of $25,000. After 84 years of 
banking service The Third National Bank & Trust Company 
has deposits of $140,000,000, nine offices throughout Mercer 
and Auglaize counties, has employment of nearly 100 people, 
and is a member of The Society Corporation, a state-wide 
organization with 194 offices and assets of $5.4 billion. 

Val Fortman Grocery store, SE corner Market and 
Walnut. The old grocery store from this building is now on 
display at the Mercer County Historical Museum. 
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Odd Fellows Building, located East of First National 

Bank, on West Market. 

In the summer of 1905, the Celina Chautauqua Assembly 
held its first session, at the site of the old Fair Grounds, 
located on the north shore of the Reservoir (where the park is 
with the log building, in 1984). Seated in the horse drawn cab 
is William Jennings Bryan, preparing to depart from his 
oration, accompanied by Mayor Patrick E. Kenney and 
Senator James D. Johnson. 

1907 Chautauqua next to the Lake. 

0 Third Natidiiil 
Bank~ Trust Co. 
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The Western Ohio Electric Rail~ay extended its line to 
Celina, connecting Celina to Lima. Trolleys left town almost 
hourly for Lima. April 7, 1904, the Members of the Celina 
History Club, made a motion that the Club husbands take 
their wives by trolley to St. Marys or Lima and treat them to 
dinner. Citizens tell stories of having missed the last trolley 
at night, and having to spend the night with friends in Lima; 
the trolley was used for social travel as well as business 
travel. 

Workmen install trolley tracks on East Market Street 
around the turn of the century. (Above) The building in the 
background conained the office of Dr. John E. Hattery in the 
early 1900's, and is now occupied by the Law Firm of Purdy, 
Hogan & Lammers (left). Don M. Purdy entered the practice 
of law in 1949; James P. Hogan in 1972, and Thomas D. 
Lammers in 1977. 

Compliments Of 

PURDY, HOGAN & LAMMERS 

Attorneys At Law 

Celina & Ft. Recovery, Ohio 

( 

Burl Myers set up his legal practice in Celina in 1909, 
having been graduated from University of Michigan that 
year. His brother, Orel Jacob, joined the firm in 1912 and 
remained until he was drafted in 1918; the firm name was 
changed in 1912 to Myers and Myers. Burl's son James joined 
the finn in 1939. Burl's son Dave joined in 1948. Burl's son Doo 
joined the firm in 1950. Dan Myers, Dave's son, joined the 
firm in 1976. Myers and Myers, Attorneys at Law, is the 
oldest existing firm in Celina under the same name. 

The Richardson Building is located at the Northeast 
corner of Main and Fayette Streets. Male Fashions is located 
in this building in 1984. (The Mercer County Historical 
Museum was located on the second floor from 1959 until 
1974.) 

MYERS & MYERS 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

324 E . Market St. P.O. Box 230 
CELINA, OHIO 45822 

419-586-2396 
James W . Myers (1939-79) David M. Myers 
Daniel Myers (admitted Florida-Penn. Bar) 
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Coffee Shop, interior, 1941 - Fred Schlenker, in 1908 was 

serving between 200 and 300 diners nightly; his restaurant 
had been the Schmidt Restaurant, also the Manhatten. John 
McKirnan married Fred's daughter and eventually joined 
the business. John McKirnan opened a restaurant in the 
building which later housed the City Loan. That was the 
original Coffee Shop. In 1941 Dan McKirnan and his son Pat 
bought the Coffee Shop. Pat McKirnan has the business in 
1984. 

1904 Schlenker Restaurant -First row: Irma Schlenker, 
Coxy Schlenker, Marie Eicher, Anna Deitsch, Earl 
Schlenker; second row: John Lewis, Frank Fanger, Eli 
Johnson, Sam Mesarvey, Clyde Spriggs, Clyde Mesarvey, 
Fred Schlenker, Mrs. Fred (Kate) Schlenker, ..... ............ , 
Grandma Schlenker. 

Kindell's Drug Store - B.L. Kindell began his career in 
the R.E. Riley Drug Store. In 1913, he purchased the 
Willshire Hight Drug Store on Fayette Street. He moved the 
drug store to 207 South Main. Mr. and Mrs. Eldon Grapner 
and son Randall own Gallery of Shoes, 207 South Main. In 
1913, this building was the site of Kindell's Drugs. Benjamin 
L. Kindell is the gentleman on the left of the photograph. The 
Gallery of Shoes opened in this building in 1980. 

CELINA COFFEE SHOP 

211 South Main Street 

"Celina's Oldest" 

l900's 

Cron Auto Parts, 215 South Main, formerly Cron Tire and 
Supply, was begun in 1918 by John A. Cron. The business 
started on W. Fayette and moved to Market, and then to its 
Main Street location about 1920. The building used to be Joe 
Schmit's grocery. John A. Cron's two sons, Clarence J. Cron 
and Charles W. Cron, followed in the business. Today, 
Clarence's wife, Lucille, and his son, John Cron, own the 
business. 

THE '\NM. CROl'-1 SONS CO. 

SELF SELLER LINE OF VEHICLES 
C'"ATAIOl>l 11- o..; PH)l 'ISI 

William Cron's Sons had the buggy factory at 118-132 
East Fayette, at the turn of the century. William's son John 
A. Cron, after buggies were being replaced by automobiles, 
began the Cron Tire and Supply Co. Today, the Branch Bank 
of Citizens Commercial Bank and Trust Co. at 124 E. Fayette, 
openedAug.17, 1981. 

View of South Main, taken from a drawing by Ray 
Kindell, brother of Carl Kindell. 





Barr's Grand Opening 1914 
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The Barr Store, Division of W.R. Thomas Stores, founded 
in 1914 by Fred and Will Barr. The Barr Stores, (four) were 
bought by W.R. Thomas Co. in 1978, now a chain of 12 stores 
in Indiana, Ohio and Michigan. The Store Owner, Mr. Philip 
Spear, is located at Warsaw, Indiana; the twelve variety 
stores have their headquarters and buying offices in War­
saw. The Celina Store's Manager is W. Edward Kuenning. 
The Barr Store is located in the Union Block Building, which 
was constructed in 1906. 

Mendon-Celina Auto Taxi Service was operated in the 
early twentieth century. In 1917, William J. Brown purchased 
the Celina Auto Company, located at 225 South Main Street. 
In 1952 the entire block burned. 

0 
!1!1JJ!B Olding• Gebele • George 

· G CREATIVE INSURANCE PROfESSIONALS 

215 WEST MARKET STR££1 CHINA OHIO 45822 
PHONE 419/586-2359 
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The Olding-Gebele-George Insurance Agencies, Inc. had 
its beginning in 1915. After a series of various owners, L.C. 
(Lee) Olding and D.P. (Dennis) Gebele, purchased the 
Agency in 1964. A Coldwater Office is managed by David 
George who joined the Corporation 1969. The firm moved to 
its present location at 213 W. Market in the fall of 1974. 

R.F .D. Mail Carrier, C. Hemmert, 1903. 
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Aeroplane over Banner Fair, Celina, August 20-23, 1912. 

1914 

THE BARR STORE 
(Division of W. R. Thomas Stores) 

A COMPLETE VARIETY STORE 

70 YEARS IN CELINA 

1984 
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McKirnan Bros. Vending, Inc. - Dan C. McKirnan and 
James A. McKirnan founded a retail cigar and tobacco store 
in 1914, at 209 S. Main St. In 1919 a wholesale tobacco, cigar, 
ciglrette, and candy rusiness was started and moved to 119 S. 
Main St. That location served until 1935 when the business 
was moved to 125-127 W. Fayette St. Dan M. and Robert J. 
McKirnan joined their fathers at the end of World War II. In 
1956 the Vending/Food Service Division was formed. The 
businesses were incorporated separately in 1966 as McKir­
nan Bros., Inc. (wholesale), and McKirnan Bros. Vending, 
Inc. The Schunck Road facility was purchased in 1979. That 
year Robert D. McKirnan (Robert J.'s son) joined the firm. 
The next year, 1980, Frank D. McKirnan (Dan's son) joined 
the firm. Kevin M. McKirnan (Dan's son) serves as legal 
council to the firm. 

Parade on West Fayette Street. 

Celina's first concrete highway was built in 1912 - State 
Road 566, which in 1984 is known as West Bank Road. It was 
concrete for two miles in length and ten feet wide. 

WHOLESALE 

586-2428 

Driveway along West Bank of Lake Mercer 

Edward Peak, Sr., with a day's shooting of Canadian 
Geese and ducks, taken from the Grand. (Grand Lake St. 
Marys) 

This tree grew this way ; it was located in Riley's woods, 
West of Celina, in back of Zender Laudahn's home, toward 
the Fairgrounds. Fred Gilberg and his nephew Harry are in 
the photograph. 

VENDING 

586-7970 



September 1914, The National Mutual Automobile 
Insurance Association was incorporated, with J.D. Johnson, 
President; O.F. Rentzsch, Vice President ; W.T. Palmer, 
Treasurer, Edgar J . Brookhart, Secretary and General 
Manager, and T .A. Weis as the five members of the Board of 
Directors. This Insurance Association became the Celina 
Group Insurance Company, with offices in the Celina 
Insurance Group Building on Walnut Street. 

l9l0's 

Mercelina Park Hotel 

The Celina Mercelina Team, 1910-1913. First Row: Left to 
Right: Alfred Rinehart, William Schoch, Edward Durbin, 
Viro Pulskamp. Second Row : Albert Betzel, Zender 
Laudahn, Ralph Hight. 

Celina Fire Department, 1911 

• A part of Celina's 
Celina; life and economy since 1914 

Group Life Property & Casualty Reinsurance Insurance 
Insurance Insurance Services 





West Fayette Street before Ott Building was built. The 
building at 130 West Fayette now has Doll Printing Division 
of Doll, Inc. since November 1982. 

Robert and Phyllis Doll bought the printing business of 
Bock Printing and Office Supply July 1, 1977 from Charles 
Dues and Don Eyink, and located at 124 West Fayette. In 
November 1982, they moved to 130 West Fayette, as Doll 
Printing Division, Doll, Inc. 

-Ellis Hat Shop, West Fayette Street building 

DOLL - PRINTING DIVISION t:n 
Robert & Phy/1/s Doll i~ 

.~1 
130 West Fayette Street .k~ 

Celina, Ohio 45822 

l920's 

The Fayette Theatre, advertised as the only movie 
theater in Celina, was housed in the western portion of the Ott 
Building, built in 1919. The eastern portion of the Ott Building 
housed the Mercer County Observer Newspaper, which 
ceased operation in 1925; the Gilberg Printing Office followed 
in that office and in 1927, the printing plant was sold to 
George Lutz and Ralph Bock. At one time, the C.W. Vale 
Funeral Parlor was housed in this building. 

-George Lutz and Ralph Bock bought the printing plant 
from Gilberg's in 1927. Bock bought out Lutz; Bock later sold 
out to George and Bessie Kinda-. Charles Dues bougtt out 
Kinders in 1970. Don Eyink came into the business as a 
partner in 1975, at which time, Dues and Eyink incorporated 
as Bock Office Supply, Inc., 118 West Fayette. 

Emma Too, Milliner and ladies who worked in Millinery 
at Ott Building 

BOCK, INC. 
"Complete Office Outfitters" 

118 W. Fayette Street 
Celina . Ohio 45822 






















































































