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The stage setting of this gentle yet moving
biographical sketch is the 20-mile square
area of West-Central Ohio. The three counties,
Mercer, Auglaize, and Darke, have many distinc-
tive scenes not found elsewhere. Scores of
beautiful. Gothic churches with lofty spires
dot the countryside. Dozens of religious
convents and countless log mission churches
erected from 1850 to 1875 by German and French
European settlers, religiously supported by
priests and nuns of the Society of the Precious
Blood were the percusor of this unusual environ-
ment. Despite the unmeasurable, large, more
complex economic change of life-style throughout
America the traditional religious practices and
the desire to live close to nature had been/is
the oasis of 2nd, 3rd, and current 4th generation.

An abbreviated map of this region gives the reader
a grasp of the geography of communities, homes,
roads, Indian trails and sites of exceptional
happenings .

The volume of 325 pages presents a complete story
of one and one-half centuries. It deals with in-
volved interrelationships among principal charac-
ters of each family whose stock of unique strains
appear and reappear in on-going generations.
Eventually, the novel recalls the growth and ex-
periences of the childhood and teenage periods of
two young people in the 20th Century who were in-
fluenced by the forces of family traditions and
heritage.
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PREFACE

Ancestral Portraits, a detailed history of West-Central Ohio,

counties of Mercer, Auglaize, and Darke, came into focus after a

thorough research had been made of the accomplishment of todays de-

scendants of the ancestral families that migrated there in 1800.

We find hundreds of young men and women of the old German stock

having college degrees, filling important positions in education,

medicine, nurses in hospitals, industry, and salesmanship in all parts

of our country.

We cannot disregard the spiritual atmosphere in this religious

oasis that had been initiated and is still nurtured by the priests

and sisters of the Society of the Precious Blood. They have left

their stamp upon both, young and old. Progressively, this particular

flavor has been inherited by all 20th Century descendants, irrespec-

tive of their present location or profession.

Leaves, limbs and trunk, underpinned by ancestral roots, por-

tray this sequence; the trunk represents the ancestors born after

1800 to near the end of the Century, the limbs, the generations born

about the turn of the Century, and the leaves refer to the young men

and women born the past 40 to 50 years. These represent all young

members who are equally supported by the ancestral roots.

It was the latter group who encouraged me to edit a second

edition of the genealogical sketch. Ancestral Portraits, of 1978.

Simultaneously, they said, it would encourage their children to learn

the experience of changeness in customs, culture, philosophy, and

religious nuances of the ancestors of the 19th Century world.

It is my wish to encourage contemporary young men and women,

descendants of the one hundred or more 19th Century settlers,, de-

scribed in this book, to expand this collection of Catholic local

history.

Ancestral Portraits is an accurate and excellent Source Book

to all interested in the early history of West-Central Ohio for fur-

ther research. Permission, therefore, is granted to all to use any

genealogical data.

Looking at the historical development of Catholicism in Mercer

Country from your ancestral origin will be a great delight for on-

going generations.

In no way should one discount the qualities of these progenitors.

Now, 150 years later, it is imperative to review their accomplish-

ments, and esteem the inheritance they passed on. What they sowed

in hardship and toil, the descendants, now, are reaping in untold

benefits.



Indeed, I shall write sensitively about their characteristics
and attributes . I shall attempt to make this story come alive with-
out sacrificing historical authenticity.

Due to a lack of information, and available time and space, the
biographical sketch will concentrate on the happy and sad events re-
lated to the four ancestral families, the two principal characters,
and the children referred to in the prologue.

The story of leaves, limbs, and trunk of the ancestral families
was merely a thought of the writer fifty years ago. However, it was
the culmination of an idea of his wife, the mother of his children,
that gave meaning to it many years later. It was she who chose a
particular drawer, a permanent file, for all personal diaries, scrap-
books, photographs, mementoes, letters, news items, and family
achievements. We realized in time the meaning of the varied person-
alities of ancestral families and friends who touched our lives.
Their accounts, pictures, keepsakes and death cards found a resting
place in the same location.

All articles and pictures had been assembled, chronologically,
in a family book, a volume 24 x 24 x 3 in dimensions. Indeed, one,
too voluminous to transfer from hand-to-hand. However, this became
a valuable source of unremembered experiences, activities, and mem-
orabilia.

The writing of this biographical sketch materialized after the
family moved from the city to a 100 acre farm, ten miles from Dayton,
in 1940. Our mutual object was to have our children experience the
meaning of rolling fields of yellowing wheat, and tasseled corn, bend-
ing to the rising sun and each fading in the breeze at dusk. We
earnestly desired that the love for work and its dignity, encouraged
by us, would support a want for land, shaping their world, rooted in
American soil. This would provide a unique testament to a way of
life that has all but disappeared.

Moreover, it is fitting that the tradition and heritage of the
four ancestral groups should not be lost to succeeding generations
after they had learned about the members and their millieu as related
on these pages.

It was a European trip in 1954 that directed our attention to a
much needed knowledge of the European background of these four fami-
lies, thus providing clues to the identity of each family as a unit
and of the individuals who made it up.

These exploring trips were repeated more than a half-dozen
times in the next ten years. The final one in 1962. Each provided
more and more of the character strains of family stock. Fortunately,
the early lives of these families had been concentrated in middle
Europe, lived, and migrated to the New World in a space of
approximately a decade.

When we come to the end of this biographical sketch will the
stories of our ancestors end? Indeed, will they ever end. It is my
sincere desire that they will never end but be told and retold for
many generations by the members, somehow, somewhere, wherever they
may be.

vii



INTRODUCTION

A l i f e  s t o ry  i s  no t  a b iography nor an  autobiography of
any  one pa r t i cu l a r  person o r  pe r sons .  Bu t ,  i n  a modified s ense
i t  m igh t  qua l i fy  a s  e i t he r  o r  bo th .  Each can produce po r t r a i t s
o f  t he  pe r sona l i t i e s  o f  members o f  an  ances t ry  a s  seen  in t he
l iv ing  though t s ,  words  and deeds ,  bo th  ma te r i a l l y  and sp i r i t -
ua l l y ,  t ha t  in f luenced  the  oncoming gene ra t i ons .  I t  i s  a s t udy
of  cha rac t e r ,  an  ana lys i s  of  d i s t i ngu i shed  qua l i t i e s  e i t he r
good  o r  bad .  It descr ibes  how persons  ac t ed  under ce r t a in  con -
d i t i ons ,  thus  i l luminat ing  the times in which they l i ved .

The wr i t i ng  of  a biography i s  a lways  t i ck l i sh  work and
pa r t i cu l a r ly  when i t  i s  i l l u s t r a t i ng  hered i ty  f rom four ances-
t r a l  f ami l i e s .  In o the r  words ,  t he  l i f e  of  the pr inc ipa l  l i v -
ing charac ters  are wr i t t en  before they were  bom.  My purpose
was  to co l l ec t  a l l  ava i l ab l e  and  sea rchab le  de t a i l s  a s  some-
one  going in to  a f o r e s t ,  chooses  a huge  t r ee  and  co l l ec t s  l e aves ,
l imbs ,  and  roots  o f  i t  a s  they  had been  influenced by environ-
ment .

The view in i n t e rp re t i ng  t he se  ances t r a l  s t o r i e s  and
even t s  cou ld  be  f r augh t  w i th  bene f i c i a l  o r  decep t ive  obse rva -
t i ons .  Not  being a ph i losopher  o r  a humor i s t ,  I have a t t emp ted
to be  cau t ious  in dep i c t i ng  the  qua l i t i e s  o f  i nd iv idua l s ,  and
how these  d i f f e r en t i a t ed  from those  o f  o the r s  who had  l ived
under  s imi l a r  s i t ua t i ons  and env i ronmen t .

To p re se rve  qua l i t i e s  and  accompl i shments  we a re  accus -
tomed to think of enduring monuments ,  f a sh ioned  from ha rd
ma te r i a l s .  In t h i s  s t o ry  t he re  was  unea r thed  a mine of source
ma te r i a l  i n  t he  form o f  l e t t e r s ,  wr i t i ngs ,  news i t ems ,  and
fami ly  documents  t ha t  had  been pa r t l y  a s sembled  and  ava i l ab l e
in  a lmos t  a l l  i n s t ances .  Conve r sa t i ons  w i th  my g randpa ren t s ,
my pa ren t s ,  many l iving exper iences  i n  my you th  w i th  ances t r a l
r e l a t i ve s ,  and  accoun t s  g iven  by  my wi fe ' s  pa ren t s  and  her  100-
yea r  o ld  g randmothe r ,  provided a memory o f  reco l lec t ions  which
became  a good so r t i ng  house  a s  time pas sed  to s epa ra t e  t he
whea t  from the  cha f f .  The s to red  grain I j o t t ed  down on the se
pages  while t he  chaff  disappeared w i th  t he  b reeze  o f  t ime .

As an  avid  s tuden t  o f  his tory I was  ab l e  t o  corre la te
even t s  w i th  s ign i f i can t  and contemporary pe r sons  of  ce r t a in
ances to r s .  Fac t s  o f  t he  memorabi l ia  are suppor ted  wi th  p i c -
turesque h i s to r i ca l  exh ib i t ions  o f  pe r sona l i t i e s  who had  been
a pa r t  o f  the r e spec t ive  ances t r a l  f ami l i e s .  These were  g round-
ed  by exhaus t ive  r e sea rch  wi th  an ene rge t i c  de s i r e  for personal
and h i s to r i ca l  t r u th .

The though t  of  searching the  h i s to ry  o f  t he se  f ami l i e s
was  because  t he i r  pa s t  h i s to ry  was sea rchab le ,  bu t  no t  neces -
sa r i l y  tha t  any  one  o f  them was  g rea t ,  for  who can def ine



h i s to r i c  g r ea tnes s?  The  h i s to ry  o f  a l l  f ami l i e s  a r e ,  more  o r
l e s s ,  equa l ly  anc i en t  bu t  i n  r ega rd  t o  g rea tnes s ,  i n t e rp re t a -
t i ons  of t he  h i s to r i ca l  impac t  may change  from one  gene ra t i on
to ano the r .

Fami ly  h i s to ry  i s  h i s to ry  d rama t i zed .  One cou ld  say
tha t  an obscure  indiv idual  l i f e  i f  t r u th fu l ly  wr i t t en  cou ld
su rpas s  any romance .  I da re  s ay  w i th  g rea t  humbleness  t ha t
t he  ac t i v i t i e s  t h roughou t  ou r  l i ves  were  t ru ly  roman t i c ,  da r -
i ng ,  a t  t imes  displaying l eader sh ip  and a h igh  degree of  pe r -
s eve rance .  In examining ,  i nves t i ga t i ng ,  and  appra is ing  t he
accompl i shments  of  a few ances to r s  who dep ic t ed  t he  above cha r -
ac t e r i s t i c s ,  I am s t a l ema ted  on the  ho rns  of  a d i lemma;  was  i t
i nhe r i t ance  o r  was  i t  obse rved  examples? Wi thou t  t ry ing  to
answer  the qu i ry ,  I sha l l  specu la t e  t ha t  bo th :  i nhe r i t ance
and  many imi t a t i ve  examples  of  equa l  or of  g r ea t e r  we igh t ,  de -
f i n i t e ly  impres sed  and  in sp i r ed  the  oncoming f ami l i e s  o f  t he
20 th  Cen tu ry .

I sha l l  g ive  i n  advance  my reader s  t he  oppor tun i ty  of
gaz ing  in to  t he  l ook ing -g l a s s  a s  A l i ce  In Wonder land  d id ,
thereby  focus ing  the i r  a t t en t ion  on the  mos t  no t i ceab l e  and
admi rab l e  f ea tu re s  a sc r ibed  to t he se  ances t r a l  p rogeni tor  s . They
had  a de s i r e  to improve the i r  I xves  and  the  l i ve s  of  the  on -

go ing  gene ra t i ons  the reby  ame l io ra t i ng  ha rdsh ips ,  acqu i r ing
f reedom,  and  pe r sona l  l i be r ty ,  i r r e spec t ive  of l abor ious  e f -
fo r t s  i nvo lved .

In wr i t i ng  t h i s  b iog raph ica l  ske t ch ,  covering over  100
yea r s ,  I have  a t t emp ted  to recount  t he  j oys ,  so r rows ,  and  ac  -
ach i evemen t s  of  ce r t a in  pe r sona l i t i e s .  I have examined ,  ana -
lyzed ,  and  in t e rp re t ed  t he  fo rces  o f  ce r t a in  f ami ly  t r ad i t i ons
and  he r i t age  which  c rea ted  a unique s t r a in  t ha t  reoccurred  and
endured f rom one  gene ra t i on  to ano the r .  Conceding the  f ac t
t ha t  t he se  cha rac t e r i s t i c s  migh t  have  been p re s su red  by condi -
t i ons ,  fore ign  to me in  t h i s  l a s t  ha l f  o f  t he  20 th  Cen tu ry ,  I
have w i th  r e f l ec t i ve  judgment  endeavored to por t r ay  and c r ea t e
t rue  personal  qua l i t i e s  of  each .  Not a s  s t i l t ed  pen -po in t
imag ina r i e s  bu t  ba sed  on the i r  pe r sona l i t i e s  and happenings  a s
desc r ibed  by my pa ren t s  and  tw ice - to ld  s to r i e s  r e l a t ed  by  e l -
de r ly  r e l a t i ve s .

Much of  the  knowledge ,  occupa t ion ,  r e l i g ion ,  and  even t s
o f  the  German and F rench  se t t l emen t s  i n  t he  twen ty -mi l e  square
area  o f  Mercer  , Aug la i ze ,  and  Darke coun t i e s  ha s  been g l eaned
from ea r ly  h i s to r i e s  of  t h i s  t e r r i t o ry .  This  in fo rmat ion  has
been augmen ted  by  the  h i s to ry  o f  t he  p r i e s t s  and s i s t e r s  o f
the  Soc i e ty  of the Precious B lood  who e s t ab l i shed  the i r  p ro -
v ince  in t h i s  a r ea  i n  1843 .  News i t ems  in the  Diocesan  C in -
c inna t i  Te l eg raph ,  cu r r en t  a t  t he  t ime ,  p rov ided  a knowledge
of t he  unique  f a i t h  o f  t he se  peop le  i n  the  l a t e  19 th  and  20 th
Cen tu r i e s  .
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PROLOGUE

In June 1924 ,  t he  Ca tho l i c  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Amer i ca ,  Wash -
ing ton ,  D .C . ,  g r an t ed  a compe t i t i ve  fou r -yea r  Fe l lowsh ip  to a
young man,  marr ied  and the f a the r  of  two ch i ld r en .  Being a
married s tuden t  he occas ioned  the  Un ive r s i t y  to i n i t i a t e  a p r e -
cedent  in grant ing the  award  to  a mar r i ed  r ec ip i en t ,  though
con t r a ry  to the  ru le  a t  t he  t ime .

Af t e r  two summers and three s cho la s t i c  years o f  educa -
t i ona l  a t t a inmen t s  a t  t he  Un ive r s i t y ,  he  and h i s  w i f e  were
awarded ,  s imu l t aneous ly ,  t he  deg rees  o f  Doc to r  of  Phi losophy
and  the  degree  o f  Bache lo r  of Mus i c ,  r e spec t ive ly ,  in June 1927 .
Dign i ty  was added to t h i s  ausp i c ious  occas ion  by  the  p re sence
o f  t he i r  immediate  f ami l i e s ,  member s  o f  the Un ive r s i t y  Facu l ty ,
hundreds o f  d ign i t a r i e s ,  and 350 cand ida tes  fo r  deg rees .  One
cou ld  acc l a im  tha t  t h i s  event  had g rea t  pe r sona l  i n t e r e s t  and
in t r i n s i c  s i gn i f i cance  fo r  t he  f ami ly  of Cons t an t ine  and Mar i e
(Nordenbrock)  Feche r ,  t he  two pr inc ipa l  cha rac t e r s ,  and  the i r
two ch i ld r en ,  Mark and  Mary Marga re t .

A t  t he  appointed  t ime  the  Cap ta in  o f  the  commencement
exe rc i s e s  announced the  names  of t he se  two cand ida t e s  to  p re -
sen t  t hemse lves  fo r  t he i r  r e spec t ive  deg rees .  Whereupon the
Mas t  Reverend Michael  J .  Cur l ey ,  Chance l lo r  of t he  Un ive r s i t y ,
ques t i oned  the i r  t h r ee  ma jo r  p ro fe s so r s :  Rev .  Dr .  Pe te r  Gu i l -
day ,  Rev .  Dr .  Wi l l i am Kerby ,  and Dr .  F rank  O 'Hara ,  a s  to  t he
exce l l ence  of t he  academic work comple t ed  by  the  cand ida t e s .
Wi th  the  approval  o f  these  p ro fe s so r s  t he  Archb i shop  con fe r r ed
the  deg rees  and  addressing the a s sembly  he  sa id :  , rWe a re ,  s im-
u l t aneous ly ,  confer r ing  deg rees  to two s tuden t s ,  husband and
wi fe ,  t o r  t he  f i r s t  time in  t he  h i s to ry  of  the  Un ive r s i t y . "
The academic hoods were then  p l aced  upon the i r  shou lde r s  and
the  s c ro l l s  p r e sen t ed .  The Archbishop  continued:  "These two
can ,  w i th  r i gh t fu l  p r ide ,  po in t  to the  complet ion of  a va s t
labor o f  academic a t t a inmen t s  under p r e s su red  cond i t i ons  and
s i t ua t i ons  . ”

This accompl i shment  was  a remarkable  example  of  a young
man and young woman who had  been  l im i t ed  in  educa t iona l  f ac i l -
i t i e s  i n  t he i r  younger  yea r s ,  and now had  r eached  the i r  de s i r ed
goa l s ;  the rec ip ien ts  o f  the  h ighes t  academic deg rees  of  t ha t
day .
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CHAPTER I

THE FECIIER ANCESTRY

The cu lmina t ion  o f  t h i s  educa t iona l  accompl i shmen t  i n  1927
had  t aken  p l ace  approximate ly  100 yea r s  a f t e r  Jacob Abraham and
Mar ia  (Feche r )  Adam,  my g rea t  g r andpa ren t s ,  had  mig ra t ed  f rom
Croa t i a  and  S lov in i a  to Aus t r i a ,  to  Bava r i a  (Germany)  and  l a t e r
in to  A l sace  Lor ra ine  a f t e r  c ro s s ing  t he  toine R ive r .  I t  was  i n
the  v i c in i t y  o f  Ka r l s ruhe  whe re  t hey  boarded  a sma l l  Rh ine  R ive r
c ra f t  on  i t s  way  down the  r i ve r ,  l oaded  wi th  few mig ran t s  and
the  usua l  cargo of  goods .  Af t e r  pas s ing  t he  o ld  feudal Un ive r -
s i t y  o f  S t r a s sbourg  they  l anded  a t  a po in t  nea r  Neuenk i r che ,  a
sma l l  v i l l age  on an  ad j acen t  cana l .  In  i t  cen te red  a round a
sma l l  chape l ,  the Shr ine  o f  No t re  Dame ,  we re  a few unpa in ted
houses ,  r i nged  wi th  high boa rd  f ences  of  rough lumber .

These  two mig ran t s  were  born  i n  l a t e  1700 when Middle
Europe was  in g rea t  po l i t i c a l  and  soc ia l  d i s tu rbance .  Napoleon
had conquered  nea r ly  a l l  of Europe  by  1810 ,  wiping away  the  o ld
European map ,  and  ru l i ng  a l l  a cqu i r ed  t e r r i t o ry  by h i s  chosen
de l ega t e s .  The Indus t r i a l  Revo lu t ion  i n  Middle  1700  had been
brough t  abou t  by new inven t ions ,  and  s team-powered  mach ine ry
tha t  c r ea t ed  a consciousness  o f  pos i t i on ,  and d ign i ty  among the
new Midd le -C la s s .  P r inc ipa l ly ,  i t  was  t he  l eade r s  o f  t he  p ro -
f e s s iona l  g roups  t ha t  b rough t  d i s tu rbance  in  Midd le  Europe ,
even tua l ly  leading  to  t he  French Revo lu t ion  abou t  1800 .  Ac -
cording to  h i s to ry  Napoleon a t  t he  end  o f  t he  r evo lu t ion  had
ga ined  comple te  con t ro l  of  F rance  and had  annexed Al sace  Lor -
r a ine .  Immed ia t e ly ,  he  c r ea t ed  a s t a t e  of o rder  and secu r i t y
in  t h i s  German t e r r i t o ry  by lower ing  the  heavy  taxes o f  t he
Midd le -C la s s  t ha t  had  been  pa id ,  f o rmer ly ,  to  t he  EXikes and
Bi shops .  By d iv id ing  the  nob i l i t y -owned  t e r r i t o ry  among the
peasan t ry ,  ha rmony  and  peace  to  a deg ree  had been  r e s to red .
For  be t t e r  t r anspo r t a t i on  of  goods new roads  and  a sy s t em of
cana l s  connec t ed  w i th  t he  nav igab le  Rh ine  were  bu i l t .  However ,
g iv ing  the  peasan t ry  a few ac re s  each  and to  ski l i ed  workmen of
h ighe r  wages  and  reduced  t axes ,  d id  no t  s a t i s fy  a l l .  The
s t r a ined  r e l a t i ons  con t inued  to  ex i s t  w i th  fo rmer  dukes  and
lords  o f  t he  conque red  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  Eu rope .  They ,  w i th  t he i r
loya l  adhe ren t s  and combined a rmies ,  were  success fu l  in  r ecov -
er ing the i r  l o s t  pos se s s ions  f rom Napoleon in  1815 .  H i s  d i s -
a s t rous  campaign in  Russ ia  i n  1814  and  h i s  de fea t  a t  Wa te r loo
crushed h i s  ambi t i ons ,  des t royed  h i s  army and p l aced  h im  in
exil  e .

Upon the  comple t ion  of  t he  s econd  t r ea ty  o f  Vienna  Al sace
remained  French  t e r r i t o ry  bu t  a l l  o the r  bounda r i e s  in  Europe
were  aga in  changed which  b rough t  abou t  po l i t i c a l ,  soc i a l ,  e co -
nomic ,  and  r e l i g ious  changes  in  the  l i ve s  of  t he  peop le .  Under
th i s  t r ea ty  a l l  t he  German s t a t e s  we re  b rough t  under  a German
Confede racy  wh i l e  t he  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  lower  Aus t r i a  and the
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Balkans  were  l e f t  under independent Bohemian Dukes a s  had ex -
i s t ed  before  the  r evo lu t ion .  The Church  cont inued to suffer
much under  t he se  pe t t y  ru l e r s  for  the Hierarchy was ,  more o r
l e s s ,  the  handmaid and co r r e l a t i ve s  o f  the s t a t e .  The dukes
appointed  and  paid t he  s a l a r i e s  of t he  bishops of t he i r  cho ice ,
du t i e s  o f  whom were  to teach  people  obedience  to these  p r inces ,
w i th  no cho ice  o f  freedom of a c t i on  o r  en joymen t .  The rul ing
c l a s s  had  de t e rmined  to ho ld  to the o ld  order o f  the  pas t  w i th
con t inued  r e s t r i c t i on ,  i n t e r fe r ing  w i th ,  t he  Church  by con t ro l -
l ing  the educa t ion  of  t he  c le rgy  and  tha t  of  t he  ch i ld ren .

Many l and le s s  peasan t ry ,  f a rmers  of  a few hec t a r e s ,  i nde -
pendent  t radesmen and  profess iona l  men became d i s sa t i s f i ed  w i th
these  arduous r e s t r a in t s  and  mig ra t ed  to upper Aus t r i a  and  in to
the  newly  formed German Confede racy  o f  Bava r i a ,  Baden,  and
Prus s i a .  A l sace  had a heavy  German Ca tho l i c  popula t ion  a long
the  Rhine  which encouraged  many mig ran t s  to c ros s  over  a f t e r
en t e r ing  Bava r i a .

Wi th  such  adve r se  cond i t i ons  in t he  Ba lkans ,  f ami l i e s
ab l e  to ob t a in  a few go ld  sovere igns  from c lo th ing  and  hidden
nooks ,  loaded the i r  few househo ld  be long ings  on two -wheel  ca r t s
and t rundled off  to the Nor th  and  Wes t .  For Jacob Abraham and
Mar i a ,  t he  on ly  daughter  of a middle-c lass  fami ly  by name o f
Feche r ,  (pronounced F -a -ch -e r  i n  the  German l anguage ) ,  less
e f fo r t  was requ i red  than for  o the rs  to leave the  homeland .  The
Fecher  ances t ry  had been f an  make r s  i n  the 18 th  Century bu t  t he
Napoleonic un re s t  had  d i s rup t ed  a l l  t rade in t he  Ba lkans  and
lower Aus t r i a ,  forcing t h i s  sma l l  handicraf t  shop to c lo se .

According to  the h i s to ry  of  t he  fan  -making indus t ry  the
use  o f  f ans  had  become fash ionab le  among the  l ad i e s  of  the
Cour t  before  the  16 th  Century and  had been  g radua l ly  introduced
among the  midd le - c l a s s .  In the 17 th  and  18 th  Centur ies  the u se
of f ans  had spread a l l  ove r  Europe ,  Spain to F rance ,  and to
lower and  eas te rn  Europe .  Indeed ,  by t he  ea r ly  pa r t  o f  the  18 th
Century i t  was ev iden t  t ha t  the u se  of  f ans  was  genera l  among
men and women o f  t he  midd le - c l a s s .  The handicraf  t ing  o f  t he
folding fan had become very  soph i s t i ca t ed  in t h i s  century  s ince
the fan was  made up o f  a dozen o r  more b l ades  o f  wood ,  i vo ry ,
o r  mo the r -o f -pea r l ,  an i nch  apa r t ,  and  a t t ached  to a ha l f -
c i r c l e  of  s i l k ,  l a ce ,  woven ma te r i a l  o r  pape r .  The chosen
ma te r i a l  wss r i ch ly  deco ra t ed  w i th  p i c tu re sque  even t s ,  a r t  ob -
j ec t s ,  o r  o the r  cha rac t e r i s t i c s  w i th  go ld ,  s i l ve r ,  o r  o the r
colored  pa in t s .  The f an  when opened to a ha l f  - c i r c l e  dep ic t ed
i t s  beau ty  and  cha rac t e r s  i t  r ep re sen t ed .  When fo lded  i t  made
a nea t  s l ende r  ob j ec t ,  one  inch  wide and  t en  t o  twelve inches
in l eng th .  The  cos t  of  f ans  i n  t he  18 th  Century  var ied f rom a
few pounds to f i f t y  o r  more ,  depending upon the  ma te r i a l  and
amount o f  handic ra f t  i nvo lved .

Jacob was no t  a landowner  o r  a peasan t  bu t  a t ravel ing
t radesman moving h i s  sma l l  s t ock  o f  backpack goods ;  shawls ,
f ans ,  pe r fumes ,  dress  ma te r i a l s ,  and  va r ious  household  i t ems  -
from v i l l age  to v i l l age  for  weeks  on end ,  scarce ly  seeing h i s
Maria more than a few times a mon th .  The g i r lhood  of  Maria
mus t  have been p l ea san t ly  t i n t ed  w i th  a s l i gh t  touch o f  a r i s -
tocracy  which was  r e f l ec t ed  l a t e r  i n  t he  rearing o f  her  f ami ly .
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She mus t  have  been a lady o f  enduring gen t l enes s  and  b rave ry ,
never  complaining of  J acob ’ s  absence  o r  h i s  dea l ings .  I t  was
Jacob,  who a f t e r  a long journey in  upper Aus t r i a  upon encoun t -
ering more  d i f f i cu l t i e s  i n  t rade  and  t r ave l ,  broached the sub -
j’ect o f  mig ra t i ng .  "Nferia" he s a id :  ’’Let u s  leave and t r ave l
North  and Wes t  to Bavar ia  where  my t rade might  be  be t t e r .  Both
of u s  can speak and wr i t e  the German language and a l so  recog-
n i ze  va r ious  d i a l ec t s . ”  Together  they  p lanned the  nex t  j*ourney
to the  Nor th ,  she  to accompany and he lp  him wi th  h i s  t r ade .
They bade he r  pa ren t s  and  r e l a t i ve s  goodbye ,  and  wi th  a scan ty
s to re  of  personal  pos se s s ions  and  h i s  usua l  s t ock  of  goods  they
s t a r t ed  for  po in t s  unknown.  L i t t l e  were  they aware o f  t he  f ac t
t ha t  t hey  were  beg inn ing  the  l i f e  s t o ry  o f  ances t r a l  h i s to ry  of
more than  150  yea r s  .

In t r ave l ing  about  Belgrade  Jugos lav ia  and  in  Hunga ry ,  I
l e a rned  tha t  the  family  name o f  Fecher  i s  s t i l l  i n  ex i s t ence
bu t  wr i t t en  now as  Fahe r .  The two combina t ion  l e t t e r s ,  " ch , ”
was  no t  needed in  the  many d i a l ec t s  t ha t  ex i s t ed  i n  t he  lower
Ba lkans .  In t ime  the  "c"  had been  dropped,  r e ta in ing  the "h"
wh i l e  in Aus t r i a ,  and  in  Germany the  f ami ly  name remained
Feche r  o r  F i che r ,  meaning f an .

Af t e r  a week o f  t r ave l  by  a s imp le  mode of t r anspo r t a t i on
and  the hawking of  h i s  wa re s  the  two came to t he  c i t y  o f  Gra t z ,
Aus t r i a .  Ano the r  week o r  more by  way o f  the Sa l zbad  River  they
en te r ed  Sa l zbu rg .  Coming nea re r  and  neare r  to Bava r i s  i t  was
bu t  a few more weeks they found good t rade  i n  and about  Munich
where  they remained for  many mon ths .

On March 30 ,  1823 ,  t he re  came a g r ea t  event  in the l i ve s
o f  Jacob and Mar i a ;  a son was  born i n  the  a rea  of Baden-Baden ,
Landgericht  ( coun t ry  cou r t )  o f  Mi ldenburg ,  Kingdom of Bava r i a .
This was  the i r  f i r s t  ch i ld  and was  g iven  the  name o f  John .
Rea l i z ing  t ha t  a fami ly  name should be permanent ly  e s t ab l i shed
for  the  son and  for  fu tu re  ch i ld r en  born  to t hem,  here  was  an
oppor tun i ty  to des igna t e  e i t he r  the  f ami ly  name Adam, the
fa the r ’ s ,  o r  Fecher ,  the  mo the r ’ s .  Usage  of t he  mo the r ’ s  f am-
i ly  name had been in vogue among the nob i l i t y  and occas iona l ly
by the  midd le - c l a s s  in Middle Europe .  I t  was  Mar i a  who made
the  sugges t ion  t o  u se  Fecher  a s  the  surname by say ing ,  "Le t  u s
name him John Adam Fecher  and  have  a l l  f u tu re  chi ldren so
named .”  Jacob ag reed  and the  son was  bap t i zed  a s  John Adam
Fecher  according to  the bap t i sma l  r eco rds ,  thereby r e t a in ing
the  two names John Adam, a s  h i s  two Chr i s t i an  names .  No cour t
ac t i on  and  no fo rma l i t y  was needed .

Jacob and  Maria had made a r e spec tab le  cho ice  o f  su rname ,
the reby  c r ea t i ng  a de s i r ab l e  f ami ly  a tmosphere  and  env i ronment
tha t  came in  good s t ead  in a l l  t he i r  fu tu re  bus ines s  adven tu re s
and  soc i a l  dea l i ngs .  The f ami ly  name was  known by  a l l  a s
Fecher  i n  the  Munich a r ea  and John Adam as  t he  son o f  Jacob and
Mar i a  Feche r .

Jacob con t inued  wi th  h i s  chosen t rade  i n  the  Duchy of
Baden ,  a sma l l  province  be tween  Bava r i a  on the  Eas t  and  the
Rhine River  on t he  Wes t ,  t he  province  o f  which was  ru l ed  by  the
King of  Bava r i a ,  King Ludwig I .  Jacob ca l l ed  on merchan t s  in
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v i l l ages  and  in  c i t i e s  o f  S tu t t ga r t ,  Ka r l ruhe ,  and in  c i t i e s  a s
f a r  nor th  as He ide lbe rg .  By changing h i s  method of  t rades  (no
more  backpack ing ) ,  deal ing d i r ec t l y  w i th  we l l  e s t ab l i shed  mer -
chan t s  in popu la t ion  a r ea s ,  t he  new market ing  me thods  caused
h im to  improve h i s  s tock  of goods  t ha t  were  now in demand by
these  merchan t s .  In addi t ion t o  a l i ve ly  bus ines s  of  househo ld
neces s i t i e s  t he re  were  demands  for luxur ious  a r t i c l e s  of pewte r ,
s i l ve r ,  po rce l a in ,  and  semi -p rec ious  s tones  o f  aga t e .  For cen -
tu r i e s  the  deposi t  o f  aga t e  had  been known and  marked about
Ida r  -Ober s t e in ,  a ha l f -days  journey from He ide lbe rg .  The  t r ade
in semi -p rec ious  s tones  had  been c r ea t ed  by  loca l  sk i l l ed
c ra f t smen  in  the  18 th  and  19 th  Cen tu r i e s ,  r each ing  a peak t r ade
a f t e r  1800 .  I t  was  no t  by  chance  t ha t  t hese  s tones  found the i r
way  in to  hands  of  t r adesmen ,  bu t  t he  up-coming midd le - c l a s s
c rea t ed  a demand for  t hem.

In sp i t e  of improved t r ade  and the  g rea t e r  demand for
ce r t a in  a r t i c l e s ,  improved means  of t r ave l ,  and  inc reased  c l i -
en t e l ,  t he re  were problems to be  solved by  Jacob and  Mar i a .
The e s t ab l i shmen t  o f  t he  German Confedera t ion  o f  t he  po l i t i c a l
s t a t e s  o f  Bavar i a ,  Baden,  and  P rus s i a ,  had no t  so lved  the  ex i s t -
ing po l i t i c a l ,  economic,  and r e l i g ious  d i f f i cu l t i e s  w i th in
the i r  bo rde r s .  L i t t l e  could  be accomplished by the ru le r s  of
the th ree  provinces  w i thou t  t he  consent  of  a l l  t h r ee .  The g row-
ing middle  - c l a s s  o f  p ro fes s iona l  men ,  merchan t s ,  and tradesmen
were  demanding l e s s  taxation wh i l e  members o f  the gu i ld s  and
factory worker s  needed higher  wages .  The g rea t e r  i nc rea se  in
popu la t ion  and the mig ra t i on  o f  peasan t s  to t he  c i t i e s  for em-
ployment  brought  i nc rea sed  problems o f  hous ing ,  wa te r  supply ,
hea l th  and  d ra inage .  These d i f f i cu l t i e s  had been pa r t l y  so lved
in France and Al sace  by Napoleon a f t e r  1800 ,  but  w i th  h i s  de -
f ea t  a t  Wa te r loo ,  the French Monarchy had  been r e in s t a t ed  under
Louis  WITT who was  merely  a ru l ing  f i gu rehead .  The common
people  now were  r ep resen ted  by  the one  House  of  Leg i s l a tu re
wh ich  guaran teed  more  r i gh t s ,  g r ea t e r  en joyment ,  f r eedom,  and
le s s  t axes  for  t hem.

The unse t t l ed  condi t ions  in t he  German t e r r i t o ry  had  a f -
f ec t ed  Jacob and  i feria, t hus  encouraging them to  search  for a
more  s t ab l e  pa t t e rn  of home l i f e .  Having had t r ave l ing  expe r i -
ences  from the  homeland and  Mar i a ,  w i th  an  educa t ion  of  more
than tha t  o f  the ave rage  midd le - c l a s s  soc i e ty ,  t hey  were  spu r -
red  to c ros s  t he  Rhine and  en te r  A l sace ,  Jacob had  been ad -
v i sed  to c ros s  over  by a number  o f  h i s  c l i en t s  wh i l e  t r ave l ing
th rough  Baden .  They sa id ,  "Go ove r  t he  Rhine  i n to  A l sace  whe re
you wi l l  f i nd  many sh r ines  and  chu rches ,  a cqu i r e  a few hec t a r e s ,
l i ve  in a nearby v i l l age  and  ca r ry  on your usua l  t r ade . "

I t  i s  t o  be  rememberd t ha t  Napoleon had  annexed  Al sace  to
France  before 1800 and d iv ided  l and -ho ld ings  among the  peasan t s ,
thereby depriving Bishops and  Dukes o f  t he i r  t e r r i t o r i e s .  The
Pro t e s t an t  Revo lu t ion  had l i t t l e  o r  no in f luence  in A l sace  fo r
Sh r ines ,  f ami l i a r  s igns  o f  i n t ense  Ca tho l i c i t y ,  do t t ed  the  l and
along the  Rh ine .  One t r ave l ing  i n  t he  area  around S t r a s sbu rg ,
w i l l  find ac t ive  sh r ines  i n  the  v i l l ages  o f  Mar ienhe im,
Roshe im,  S t .  Od i l e ,  Ben fe l t ,  and Darnbach .  Large churches a r e
v i s ib l e  i n  nearby v i l l ages  of Mtit tern ho i  t 2  , H i l s enhe im.  and
Wi t t e rnhe im.  About f i f t y  mi l e s  south of  S t rassburg  i s  t he
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town o f  Se l e s  t a t  wh ich  had housed  the  ca s t l e  and former  home o f
a duke ,  bu t  now accomodates t he  p rov inc ia l  government  cen te r  o f
admin i s t ra t ion  which co l l ec t s  taxes  f rom the  surrounding a r ea .

I t  was  in t he  v i l l age  of Neuenki rche ,  known a s  t he  Shr ine
of  Notre  Game,  f i f teen  mi l e s  from Se l e s t a t  and  two mi les  f rom
Wi t t e rnhe im,  t ha t  Jacob and  Mar ia  decided to  e s t ab l i sh  a pe r -
manent  home .  A few months  before 1825  a s econd  ch i ld ,  a daugh-
t e r  was  bom and  bap t i zed ,  Josephine Mar i a  Feche r .  Over a
pe r iod  o f  the  next  ten  yea r s  f ive  more  children came in to  t he
fami ly :  Mary in 1829 ,  Joseph  Alexander  i n  1830 ,  Eva Barbara i n
1831 ,  John Ph i l l i p  i n  1833  and Walbu rga  i n  1835 .

Viewing  pe r spec t ive ly  t he  nex t  20 years many changes  w i th
re spec t  to  soc i a l ,  educa t iona l  and  l anguage  innovat ions  had
a f f ec t ed  t h i s  f ami ly .  Though no t  s e r ious ly  and no t  sudden ly ,
t he  pa ren t s  r ea l i zed  t ha t  t he  cons t an t  in f luence  o f  French en-
vironment ( t he i r  e thn i c  background  be ing  German)  cou ld  c r ea t e
ce r t a in  d i s advan tages  for t he  g rowing  f ami ly .  The ch i ld r en  had
a t t ended  schoo l  i n  the l a rge r  v i l l age  of  Wi t t e rnhe im t augh t  by
German s i s t e r s  bu t  l a t e r  rep laced  by  F rench  t eache r s .  The Ger -
man b i shops  and  p r i e s t s ,  p rov id ing  r e l i g ious  s e rv i ce s  a t  t he
sh r ines  and  chu rches ,  were g radua l ly  r ep l aced  by the  French
h ie ra r chy .  I t  i s  remarkable  t ha t  w i th  a l l  t he  in f luence  of  the
French ,  John Adam, b ro the r s  and  s i s t e r s  were  ab l e  to and con -
t i nued  to  wr i t e  and  speak the  German l anguage  co r r ec t l y  and
f luen t ly .  The reproduced copy o f  John Adam’s  d i a ry  of  1860  i s
an example  o f  h i s  German sc r ip t  , s t y l e  and knowledge o f  t he
language  .

I ,  in  my you th ,  had many v i s i t s  a f t e r  1900  wi th  g rand -
f a the r  and his s i s t e r s ,  and  the i r  growing f ami l i e s ,  was  a s ton -
i shed  a t  t he i r  sk i l l fu l  usage  o f  t he  German l anguage .  My
grandparen t s  and  h i s  s i s t e r s  wou ld  converse  in  t he  German l an -
guage  on ly  and had d i f f i cu l ty  in  speaking Eng l i sh .  In r ea l i t y ,
the on ly  means of  communicat ion be tween these  ances t r a l  f ami -
l i e s  was  by  conversa t ion  and l e t t e r s  i n  German .  F rom the en -
e rge t i c  d i sp lay  o f  f ami ly  un i ty  and conduc t  o f  t h i s  ances t r a l
f ami ly ,  one  mus t  infer  t ha t  t he  pa ren t s ,  Jacob and  Mar i a ,  o r
a t  l e a s t  she ,  had  had a de s i r ab l e  soc i a l  a s soc i a t i on  i n  he r
g i r l hood ,  and  had  been educa t ed  beyond  the  mark p rov ided  by  thecommon schoo l  of  t he  midd le - c l a s s  in  he r  na t i ve  l and  o f  Croa t i a .

In a f ew yea r s  John Adam grew to  be  an ac t i ve ,  u se fu l ,
and  se l f - r e l i an t  young man ,  ca r ry ing  many r e spons ib i l i  t e s  and
he lp ing  the  mo the r  w i th  t he  growing f ami ly .  J acob ,  t he  f a the r ,
con t inued  h i s  ac t i v i t y  a s  a succes s fu l  t r adesman ,  and  in t ime
purchased  a f ew hec t a r e s  i n  t he  a r ea  and  a house  i n  the  v i l l ageo f  Neuenk i r che  . John Adam loved  to work ,  and  d i sp l ayed  a l i f e
long in t e r e s t  i n  cu l t i va t i ng  and  ha rves t i ng  t he  few hec t a r e s
o f  g r a in ,  l oca t ed  a ha l f -mi l e  from' t he  v i l l age .  O the r  f ami l i e s
o f  t he  v i l l age ,  pe rhaps  a dozen ,  owned some cu l t i va t ed  l and
nea rby ,  a house  and  ga rden  p lo t ,  a cow T a few p igs  and  ch i ckens ,
t hus  p rov id ing  the i r  da i l y  e s sen t i a l s .  An e s  t ab l i shed  procedure
a t  t ha t  t ime  and s t i l l  in  ex i s t ence ,  i s  t he  coope ra t i ve  e f fo r t s
o f  t he  ne ighbor s  i n  the  c r ad l ing ,  b ind ing ,  and  shocking of  t he
r ipened  sheaves  of  whea t  and  ba r l ey .  John Adam was  ab l e  to cu t
a swa th  w i th  t he  c r ad l e - scy the  a s  bo ld  a s  anyone wh i l e  his two
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s i s t e r s  knew the  exact k ind  and amount of straw to b ind  the
loose  cu t  grain in to  sheaves .  Of cou r se ,  the s i s t e r s  followed
wel l  behind h im,  ou t  of  harm of the swinging scy the .  They ,
stooping and wi th  t he i r  b reas t s  and a rms ,  would ca t ch  the swath
of g ra in  where  he had  ca s t  i t .  Now tucking the s t raw t ight ly
together  w i th  a wisp  of rye s t r aw ,  t he  binding rye-s t raw rope
was brought around and twis t ed  a s  a knee pressure was applied;

and lo ,  a good ly ,  t i gh t ly  bound sheaf  was ready to s e t  up i n  a
shock.

I t  was the brother  who teased h i s  s i s te r s  a t  t imes ,  say-

ing ,  "Some day we  wi l l  go  to America where  good land i s  p l en t i -

ful and grow many acres  of  whea t  which can be cu t  wi th  a con-

t rapt ion,  ca l led  a mowing machine.  You wi l l  never be  ab l e  to

keep pace w i th  me in tying the cut g r a in . ”  John Adam had heard
about  t he  McCormick reaper with t he  revolving paddle-wheel
which forced the standing straw into a moving s i ck le .  His tory
recounts  tha t  hundreds of acres  o f  whea t ,  ba r l ey ,  and rye were

being cu t  by  this  reaper in Pennsylvania and Virginia by 1845 .

A few years  l a t e r  the dream of John Adam mater ia l ized  for

the family  migrated to America,  bu t  t he  u se  of the non-mechani-

ca l ,  man-powered cradle  scythe continued many years  for him,
a s  many ac re s  o f  t he  wi ld  forest  l and  had to be  tamed for  cu l -

t iva t ion in Oh io .

By coincidence many drawing forces  were  pu l l i ng  Europeans

to the shores  o f  t he  New Wor ld .  Due to  pe r s i s t en t  rumors of
g rea t e r  oppor tun i t i e s  i n  l and  ownersh ip ,  r i ches ,  and  freedom o f

ac t ion  i n  Amer ica ,  migration inc reased  a hundredfold in t he
19 th  Century .  One cannot  exclude the pol i t ica l ,  and soc ia l  un-
r e s t  i n  Europe and the  des i re  of rel igious freedom, bo th  Ca th -
o l i c s  and Reformers ,  a s  important mot ives  for  th is  huge  migra -
t i on .

I t  was in t he  year 1839 tha t  Father  Francis de Sales
Brunner es tab l i shed  a branch of  mi s s iona r i e s ,  (The Society of
the Precious B lood) ,  in Loewenberg, Switzerland, w i th  a few

pr i e s t s  and lay brothers  who had been sheltered i n  the o ld  ca s t l e

belonging to his mother ,  Anna Marie Brunner.  She had  formed a

nucleus  of women rel igious who kept Eucharistic v ig i l ance ,  day
and n igh t ,  in the chapel .  This g roup ,  in r ea l i t y ,  was  the o r i -

gin of the Congregation of the Precious Blood S i s t e r s .  Na tur -

a l l y ,  Fa the r  Brunner ,  her son ,  was t he  spir i tual  leader and a t
her  death  i n  1836 ,  she appointed S i s te r  Clara Meisen Superior ,

approved ea r l i e r  by Father Brunner.  The Bishop of  St rassburg
no ted  the neg l ec t  o f  cer ta in  shrines in Alsace due to the ab -

sence  o f  German speaking p r i e s t s ,  inv i ted  Father  Brunner to
send a few of h i s  members to care for  the Shr ine  o f  S t .  Odi le
in 1841 .  By 1843  reformers had  gained control o f  cer ta in  can-
tons and compel led  the Soc i e ty  to l eave  Swi tze r l and .  Fa ther

Brunner ,  rea l iz ing the g rea t  need for  more of h i s  German speak-
ing miss ionar ies  in the v i l l ages  along the  Rh ine ,  pe t i t i oned
the  Bishop to es tab l i sh  a new home for  the  Society a t  t he  Shrine,
Shr ine  o f  Drei  Aehren ,  A l sace ,  a few miles from Se l e s t a t .
This Shr ine ,  t oo ,  had  been neglec ted ,  though ,  much more was
des i red  by this  small band  o f  p r i e s t s ,  i t  was a home .  By their

e f fo r t s  t he  buildings were  r e s to red  to l ivable qua r t e r s  and the
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l oca t i on  became an i dea l  one ,  a t  l e a s t  t emporar i ly ,  for  t he
Prec ious  B lood  mi s s iona r i e s  who p rov ided  the  r e l i g ious  s e rv i ce s
and mi s s ion  exe rc i s e s  fo r  t he  neg l ec t ed  German Ca tho l i c s  in  a
wide  a r ea  a round  Se l e s t a t  . Two s i s t e r s  admin i s t e r ed  to  t he
temporal  needs  o f  the few p r i e s t s .  In  t he  i n t e r im  Fa the r
Brunner  had  been  in  correspondence w i th  B i shop  Purce l l  i n  Cin-
c inna t i  fo r  he con templa ted  a more  permanent  home in  the  New
Wor ld  for the  development  and expans ion  of  h i s  soc i e ty  o f  mi s -
s iona r i e s .  Even tua l ly ,  i t  was  h i s  ambi t i on  to have  s i s t e r s  a id
the  p r i e s t s  in t h i s  r e l i g ious  work .  H i s  con tac t  w i th  the
Bishop of  C inc inna t i  had  been meager but  f ru i t fu l*  Though
Bishop Purce l l  had l i t t l e  knowledge o f  the po t en t i a l s  of t h i s
l i t t l e  g roup  o f  mi s s iona r i e s ,  he d id  i nv i t e  Fa the r  Brunner  to
send a few German  p r i e s t s  to mee t  t he  needs  o f  t he  German Ca th -
o l i c  immigrants  i n  h i s  d iocese .  Wi th in  a year t he re  was an  u r -
gen t  appeal by t he  bishop for more p r i e s t s  to admin i s t e r  to  t he
many German se t t l e r s  i n  the Nor thwes t -Cen t r a l  pa r t  of  Oh io .

Wi th  such  encouraging news  Fa the r  Brunner  w i th  seven
pr i e s t s  and seven l ay  b ro the r s ,  ( p r i e s t l y  cand ida t e s ) ,  s t a r t ed
for  the New Wor ld  in October  1843 ,  and  l anded  a t  the  Po r t  of
New Or l eans .  Proceeding by  boa t  up the  Mis s i s s ipp i ,  t hey  a r -
r i ved  in  C inc inna t i  on the  l a s t  day o f  the  year and were  g ree t -
ed  by the  Bishop who lodged  them and  supp l i ed  much  in fo rma t ion
and adv ice  concern ing  cond i t i ons  of t he  Church in  the  Nor the rn
a rea .  He sugges t ed  they occupy the  o ld  Redemto r i s t s  Mis s ion
of  S t .  A lphonse ,  (now abandoned) ,  bu t  nea r  a v i l l age ,  t he  p re -
sen t  town o f  Norwa lk .  This ea r ly  mi s s ion  p l ace  ad j acen t  to a
se t t l emen t  wou ld  be  a more  des i r ab le  p l ace  to bu i ld  a pe rmanen t
home .

Going up t he  Ohio R ive r  on January 2nd ,  t hey  pas sed  sma l l
f l ou r i sh ing  towns  of  Po r t smou th ,  S t eubenv i l l e ,  and  embarked a t
Wel l sv i l l e .  Their t r ek  wes tward  t h rough  heavy  fo re s t s  was  made
by  l a rge  f a rm wagons  ove r  nea r ly  impassab l e  roads  toward  Can-
ton and  a r r i ved  in the  sma l l  v i l l age  of  Mass i l l on  on  January
12 th .  Ano the r  week  b rough t  t hem to S t .  A lphonse .  The  f i r s t
two weeks were  devo ted  to t he  su r round ings  in c r ea t i ng  a b i t  of
comfor t ,  s i nce  the re  were  no fu rn i sh ings ,  bu t  t he  young cand i -
da t e s ,  having sk i l l s  in  woodwork ing ,  w i th  an  abundance  o f  ha rd
woods ,  fash ioned  wi th in  a week  rough  bu t  s t u rdy  cha i r s ,  t ab l e s ,
and  beds t eads .  Fa the r  Brunner w i th  h i s  a s s i s t an t  began  to  o r -
gan ize  t he  t e r r i t o ry  fo r  mis s ion  work .  In Ju ly  of  1844 ,  the
s i s t e r s  from Swi t ze r l and  a r r i ved  a f t e r  a long t r ek  and  were
housed  in  a log house  t ha t  had been abandoned a few yea r s  ea r -
l i e r .

Covering the  a r ea  to  the Wes t ,  two of t he  mi s s ion  p r i e s t s
were  informed o f  two o ld  mi s s ion  s e t t l emen t s  a t  T i f f i n  and
Thompson,  abou t  20  miles Wes t  o f  S t .  A lphonse .  I t  appea red  a
p r i e s t  had been  a s s igned  by  the  Bishop to  cove r  t h i s  a rea  some
yea r s  ea r l i e r  who had  a l so  v i s i t ed  mi s s ions  of  o the r  German
Ca tho l i c  cen t e r s  abou t  t he  spa r se ly  a r ea  in Aug la i ze ,  Shelby
and  Merce r  Coun t i e s*  Nd permanen t  p r i e s t  had  been a s s igned  to
conduct  r e l i g ious  s e rv i ce s  except  a t  Mins t e r ,  on  the  cana l .
According to d iocesan  records  a l og  chu rch  had been bu i l t  i n
1834  wi th  a Fa the r  Ba r t e l s ,  now,  a s  permanent  pa s to r  admin i s -
te r ing  to  ove r  400 f ami l i e s ,  agg rega t ing  2000 adu l t s ,  i nc lud ing
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children who were  t augh t  i n  the  v i l l age  s choo l .

Due to t he  s ca rc i t y  o f  p r i e s t s  and  the  f a i l i ng  hea l th  of
Fa the r  Ba r t e l s ,  Fa the r  Brunner  was  adv i sed  by Bishop Pu rce l l  to
consider  e s t ab l i sh ing  a permanent p l ace  for t he  Congregat ion o f
p r i e s t s  and s i s t e r s  o f  the  P rec ious  Blood in  t h i s  concen t ra t ed
a rea  o f  German Cathol ic  s e t t l e r s .  This was  accompl ished a few
yea r s  a f t e r  Fa the r  Navarron who had  r e l i g ious  s e rv i ce s  fo r  the
French  se t t l e r s  a t  Ve r sa i l l e s ,  i n s i s t en t ly  r eques t ed  fo r  German
pr i e s t s  to come in to  t he  area  Nor th  and  West  o f  Mins t e r .

Wi th  the  many de t a i l s  confront ing Fa the r  Brunner in ad -
min i s te r ing  t he  a f f a i r s  o f  a r e l i g ious  congrega t ion  , he ,  a f te r
the  dea th  o f  h i s  mo the r  had de lega ted  a l l  f inancia l  r e spons i -
b i l i t i e s  to t he  Mothe r  Superior o f  S i s t e r s  who was  to p rov ide
the  temporal  needs  of  bo th ,  p r i e s t s  and  s i s t e r s .  I t  is  to be
no ted  t ha t  fo r  many yea r s  f inances  were i n  the  hands  o f  the
Nbther Super io r ,  who ,  w i th  t he  adv ice  o f  Fa the r  Brunner and
succeeding p rov inc i a l s ,  d i r ec t ed ,  superv ised ,  and con t ro l l ed
a l l  expendi tures  r e l a t i ve  to the needs o f  the  combined soc i e ty
o f  p r i e s t s  and s i s t e r s  i n  Amer ica .  Wi th  t he  cooperation o f  the
two ,  Mother  Superior and Fa the r  Brunner,  a major  program o f  ex-
pansion in the  building of  conven t s ,  a dozen o r  more ,  t h rough-
ou t  Mercer Cbunty came in to  being from 1850  to 1860 .

I t  had been  the des i r e  of  Father Brunner a s  we l l  a s  h i s
mother  to carry on the  mi s s ion  work through the  e s t ab l i shmen t
o f  homes (mi s s ions ) ,  wh ich  wou ld  provide  l ivable  qua r t e r s  fo r
p r i e s t s  and  s i s t e r s  i n  cen t e r s  where  immigran ts  had se t t l ed .
Today ,  former ly  miss ion  cen t e r s ,  pa r i shes  from two to f ive
mi les  apa r t ,  w i th  beau t i fu l  churches and h igh  be l l  towers  can
be viewed in  a l l  d i r ec t ions  i n  t h i s  coun ty .

Groups  o f  s i s t e r s  were cons t an t ly  migrat ing to America to
a s s i s t  the  p r i e s t s  and  by  1845 ,  upon the  s a l e  of  Mothe r  Brun-
ne r ' s  Cas t l e ,  a l l  had  been  housed  in  t he  New Wor ld .  Ten o r
more s i s t e r s  under  a Jfinor Superior  were  a s s igned  to each  con-
ven t  to ca re  for  t he  chape l ,  ou tbu i ld ings ,  l and ,  and the  schoo l -
ing  o f  ch i ld ren  and  to p rov ide  the t empora l  needs  o f  two or
more  p r i e s t s  a s s igned  to  t he  mi s s ion  a r ea  who l i ved  in  a sma l l
log house  i n  t he  v i c in i t y  of  the chape l .

However ,  w i th  the  rapid  popu la t i on  g rowth  o f  bo th ,
p r i e s t s  and s i s t e r s ,  f i nanc i a l  con f l i c t s  a ro se  wh ich  encouraged
bo th  to form independent  o rgan iza t i ons  of s e l f -gove rnmen t .
Through the  combined e f fo r t s  o f  Mothe r  Kunigunda,  he r  a s s i s t an t
and Mothe r  Ludovica and Fa the r  Henry Drees ,  P rov inc i a l  o f  t he
Fa the r s ,  a s epa ra t i on ,  bo th  i n  gove rnmen t  and  in  p rope r ty  nad
been accomplished in  September  1889 .

At this t ime i t  i s  neces sa ry  to d i rec t  our a t t en t ion  to
the huge wave o f  immigrants ,  bo th ,  F rench  and  German who came
to American in t he  midd le  of  the  19 th  Cen tu ry .  An ea r ly  h i s -
t o ry ,  news i t ems  in  the Cinc inna t i  Telegraph provided much in -
format ion on  German and  French fami l i es  from Alsace  who mig ra -
t ed  t o  Darke Cbunty (Ver sa i l l e s  a r ea ) ,  a s  ea r ly  a s  1833  by
names  of Berna rd ,  Gr i l l i o t ,  Marcha l  and o the r s .  They were  fo r -
t una t e  to have  t he i r  own French p r i e s t ,  Fa the r  Navarron
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appointed by  Bishop Purce l l  to provide  r e l i g ious  se rv ices  in
the three  French  v i l l ages  of F rench town,  Ve r sa i l l e s  and F t .
Loraraie ( a  mixed French and  German e t t l emen t ) .  The par ish  o f
S t .  Michael a t  F t .  Loramie ,  founded in 1838  . was  admin i s t e red  by
Fa the r  Wi l l i am Bigo t  a f t e r  1874 .  Communicating w i th  2nd ,  and
3rd gene ra t i ons  he wro t e  a de t a i l ed  h i s to ry  of  t he  s e t t l i ng  and
development  of  t h i s  communi ty .

However ,  t he  g rea t e s t  concen t r a t i on  o f  immigran t s  ma te r i -
a l i zed  i n  Merce r  and  Aug la i ze  coun t i e s  a f t e r  1850 ,  which  in
tu rn  demanded more  and more  mi s s ion  cen t e r s  and  personnel  i n
providing r e l i g ious  s e rv i ce s  to the  s e t t l e r s  and the  educa t ion
o f  t he i r  ch i ld r en .  Fa the r  Brunner and  in f luen t i a l  s i s t e r s  made
enumerab le  jou rneys  t o  Germany and  nearby  p rov inces ,  encourag-
ing young men and women to en t e r  t he  communi ty  a s  po t en t i a l
cand ida t e s ,  f inanc ing  a l l  expenses .  A pr ime example  of  Old
Wor ld  r ec ru i tmen t  was  i n  1847 ,  when i t s  membership  was  expand-
ed  by  40  young women and  8 young men a s  a g roup ,  f inanced by
the  Soc i e ty  to cons ide r  a r e l i g ious  ca ree r .  Th i s  i s  no t  to say
tha t  t he  sons  and daugh te r s  o f  the  s e t t l e r s  had  no t  swel led  i t s
r anks  subs t an t i a l l y .  In my r e sea rch  s tudy  o f  the  h i s to ry  o f
the  o r ig in ,  g rowth ,  and  ded ica t i on  of r e l i g ious  communi t i e s ,  i t
was  found  tha t  t he  ea r ly  mig ran t  f ami l i e s  w i th  l a rge  f ami l i e s
had  a g r ea t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t he  we l f a r e  and  development o f  the
Soc ie ty  by  providing ma te r i a l  a id  and encouraged the i r  ch i ld ren
to t h i s  l i f e  o f  ded i ca t i on .  The ro s t e r  o f  membersh ip  o f  bo th
communi t ies  p r e sen t s  pe r sons  w i th  f ami l i a r  names of  o r ig ina l
s e t t l e r s .  These of  t he  1 s t ,  2nd ,  and  3rd gene ra t i ons  were  and
are  now leaders  i n  the two congrega t ions .

Throughout  t he  yea r s  f rom 1843  to 1850 ,  Fa the r  Brunner
was  in cons t an t  t ouch  wi th  h i s  fou r  members who had  remained a t
t he  o ld  home in  Drei  Aehren ,  A l sace .  These fou r  con t inued  to
ho ld  r e l i g ious  s e rv i ce s  and  mi s s ions  i n  t he  German v i l l ages .
Wi th  l i t t l e  specu la t i on  one  can  a r r i ve  a t  t he  conc lus ion  tha t
t he  f ami ly  of  Jacob Abraham had  l ea rned  o f  and  had v i s i t ed  t he
Precious  Blood p r i e s t s  a t  the Sh r ine .  Wi thou t  doub t ,  John Adam
and h i s  s i s t e r s  a t t ended  the  mi s s ions  i n  and abou t  Se l e s t a t  and
l ea rned  much about  t he  New Wor ld  and the  German and French  se t -
t l emen t s  in Merce r  and Darke  Coun t i e s .  The genuineness  of  t h i s
a s se r t i on  i s  we l l  e s t ab l i shed  in  t he  memoirs  o f  Fa the r  Brunner ,
housed  a t  S t .  Char les  Semina ry ,  Ca r thagena ,  Oh io .  Here we f i nd
many l e t t e r s  from him to h i s  members  i n  Alsace  and  they in t u rn
informed him o f  the  many f ami l i e s
Coun ty .  We quo te  from one ,  "Dear
young peop le ,  ye s ,  who le  f ami l i e s
l eav ing  wi thou t  Ba ren t s ,  f o r  your

who were migra t ing  to Mercer
Fa the r  Brunner ,  Many o f  ou r
o f  young men and  women, a r e
coun t ry ,  who need your d i r -

ec t ion  and  help, a l l
l i ne  of  a long l e t t

ood  p rac t i c ing  Ca tho l i c s .  " The opening
Fa the r  Brunner t o  h i s  comrades was ,

"The re  a r e  g rea t  oppor tun i t i e s  he re  for ou r  Soc i e ty  and  fo r  a l l
Ca tho l i c s  who wi sh  to come to  America for t he re  i s  much ava i l -
ab l e  l and  and  ve ry  cheap .  A se t t l e r  can  ea s i l y  purchase  enough
ac reage  to ma in t a in  two cows o r  more and  a horse  o r  two for
cu l t i va t i on .  Anyone can  t r ave l  f rom Havre ,  Bremen,  o r  Ams te r -
dam on a f r e igh t e r  for $20  by  providing h i s  own food on  the
boa t . **

Many Europeans  i n  A l sace ,  Bava r i a ,  and  Pruss ia  sc raped
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t oge the r  the i r  meager  r e sou rces ,  t rave led  by  f re ighter  to Amer-
ica i n  the  l a s t  ha l f  o f  the  19 th  Century and  were  prepared to
l i ve  i n  t he  ho ld  of t he  ship w i th  l i t t l e  food.  This was indeed
trying for  them for the i r  beds  were  narrow bunks ,  sometimes two
and  three  t i e r s  h igh ,  one  above  the  o the r ,  and a t t ached  to t he
inne r  wa l l  o f  t he  boa t ,  wh i l e  wooden benches  provided sea t s ,
a t t ached  on  the  ou t e r  wa l l .  Dreams o f  be t t e r  l i v ing  i n  t he  New
World  gave  them courage to go  on .

Mig ran t s  , i n  learning from, l e t t e r s  and campaign propa-
ganda abou t  the  r i ches  i n  Amer ica ,  we re  subjec t  to o the r  means
of information t ha t  we re  ava i l ab l e  in t he  form o f  t ravel  books ,
and  a r t i c l e s  in newspapers  i n  Rh ine l and  and  Bavar ia  . People
were  beseeched  by European agen t s  i n  t he  homeland  to  t ake  ad -
van tage  of  land of f ices  i n  New York and  Ba l t imore  who would
prov ide  a id  i n  acqu i r ing  new homes .  For ove r  a ha l f - cen tu ry
these  land o f f i ce s  had been e s t ab l i shed ,  inducing and advising
immigrants  to s e t t l e  i n  Ohio when l and ing ,  where  they  could  buy
famr l and  of huge  fo re s t s  a t  $1 .00  per  acre  o r  purchase  a sma l l
house  in v i l l ages  along the canal fo r  l e s s  than $100 .  Gene r -
a l l y ,  a s e t t l e r  would buy  o r  make a down payment w i th  a l and
off ice  a f f i l i a t ed  w i th  one  in Cincinnati  t ha t  tvould  provide
ownership papers  to the family upon a r r i va l .  These ear ly  land
purchases  made in  New York o r  Bal t imore  opened up ways of spec -
u l a t i on ,  and c r ea t ed  sha rpe r s  who f i l ched  the  unaware ,  occa -
s iona l ly .

News of migran t  f ami l i e s  going to America were  con t inu -
ous ly  coming to the a t t en t ion  o f  the  Feche r  f ami ly .  This c re -
a t ed  a cons t an t  p iece  of  con ver s a t  in i n  l a t e  1847  and  win t e r
and spring o f  T848 ,  which u l t ima te ly  ma te r i a l i zed  i n  t he i r
going to t he  New Wor ld .

Jbhn Adam, Josephine ,  and  Mary ove r  20 yea r s  o f  age ,  Eva
Barbara  17 ,  and  Joseph Alex  18 ,  were ma tu re  persons  and had the
ab i l i t y  to earn  a l iv ing  anywhere  and  under a l l  s i t ua t i ons .
The exac t  mo t iva t i on  for depa r tu re  and  the  consen t  of  t he  pa r -
en t s  i s  c louded  by incomple te  f ac t s ,  bu t  t he re  shou ld  be  no
doubting o f  t he  f ac t  t ha t  t he  cou rage ,  resourcefulness  and  ages
o f  t he  ma tu re  ch i ld r en ,  even tua l ly ,  ga ined  the  consent  of  t he
pa ren t s  be fore  t he  end of  sp r ing .  There were ,  howeve r ,  many
deba t ab l e  ques t i ons  and  con t ingenc i e s  to be  considered and  to
be me t .  Should the  en t i r e  family mig ra t e?  If the  ch i ldren
on ly ,  who shou ld  remain w i th  the  pa ren t s  who were  now p f  midd le
age  w i th  l e s s  ambi t ion  and s t r eng th  to con t inue  a s  i n  t he  pas t ?
I t  was f i r s t  sugges t ed  t ha t  t he  young son ,  John Ph i l l i p ,  15
years  o f  age ,  and  the daugh te r ,  Wa lbu rga ,  remain wi th  t he  pa r -
en t s .  In the end  i t  was  decided tha t  John shou ld  have  the same
oppor tuni ty  a s  t he  o the r s ,  for  he and  his o lder  b ro the r ,  Joseph,
were in t ima te  pa l s  and cou ld  be  of  a s s i s t ance  to each  o the r  i n
the New wor ld .  Wi th  t h i s  momentous decision made ,  the pa ren t s
wi th  Walburga r e so lved  to leave  the  home and sma l l  farm a t
Neuenkirche and r e tu rn  to Munich.

In March the two p rope r t i e s ,  inc lud ing  household  ar t i de s  ,
we re  so ld  to neighbors and personal  e f f ec t s ,  c lo th ing ,  and
keepsakes  were  t he i r  on ly  va luab le s  upon l eave - t ak ing  . The
fami ly  was  i n  a pos i t i on  now to ca r ry  ou t  the venture  since the
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young people were  to go  to America and the  parents  and Walburga
to  Mun ich .  Munich in  the meantime had inc reased  in popu la t i on ,
finance and t rade ,  industry and transportat ion which e l eva ted
i t  to one of the important cities in Middle-Europe .

It was  the  first  day of April 1848, t ha t  the  family took
leave  on  a smal l  r iver  c r a f t  up the Rhine R ive r .  The pa ren t s
and  Walburga disembarked nea r  Ka r l s ruhe  and  began tracing the
s t eps  taken 25 years  ea r l i e r .  Wi th  a f ina l  farewell  to the
children, never to see them aga in ,  they  went a sho re  while the
group o f  young people  remained on the  boat to Amsterdam. Due
to t he  l imited amount of money (go ld ) ,  fo r  this  ven ture  of  pa r -
en t s  and ch i ld r en ,  John Adam ins i s t ed  t ha t  the  pa ren t s  keep the
major  por t ion  of i t  and the children take a suf f ic ien t  amount
for pa s sage ,  food ,  and lodging in Amsterdam and in New York.
The pa ren t s ,  w i th  mixed emotions o f  sadness ,  joy and hope ,  gave
each of the ch i ld ren  $10  in  go ld .  I t  was  sugges t ed  t ha t  i t  be
divided among th ree ,  concealed in t he i r  clothing for  s a f e -
keeping until  t hey  reached New York .

Now, a t  l a s t ,  was  t he  beginning o f  the fu l f i l lmen t  of
their  American d ream.  According to the meager diary of John
Adam, i t  s t a t ed  t ha t  they  embarked a t  Amsterdam on Apri l  12 th ,
and a r r i ved  in  New York harbor on May 28 th ,  1848  experiencing
no striking d i f f icu l t ies  on the  voyage .  They did no t  cont rac t
fo r  l and  in Oh io  upon landing , perhaps  due t o  t he  s ca rc i t y  o f
money,  bu t  journeyed by a s l ow  t ra in  ( t he  newly cons t ruc ted
Baltimore and Ohio Ra i l road ) ,  to Lebanon Oounty ,  Pennsylvania.
The group o f  s i x ,  applying themse lves  di l igent ly  to ava i lab le
farm work in the area  near  Har r i sburg ,  found i t  poss ib le  t o
move on to Bal t imore  in two yea r s .

They found l i t t l e  difficulty i n  crossing the Appalachian
Mountains over  the B .  & O .  Rai l road  to their  desired des t ina -
t i on ,  (C inc inna t i ,  Oh io ) ,  a r r iv ing  t he re  i n  April  1850 .  The
ambition o f  the group was to reach  Mercer Coun ty ,  the area de -
scribed in  Fa the r  Brunne r ' s  l e t t e r s ,  and to purchase farm land
for t he i r  f u tu re  home and secur i ty .

However, t h i s  was no t  the ambi t ion  of  Joseph Alex ,  now
20 yea r s  o ld ,  and his  b ro the r  John,  17 .  The country was no t
for  them and they  r ema ined  in  Ba l t imore ,  whe re  t hey  found em-
ployment  wi th  t he  Ci ty  Passenger  Green Line cars  o f  which were
drawn by horses  from s t r ee t  t o  s t r ee t ,  a l ike ly  job for Joseph
who became a dr iver  o f  the ho r se s  fo r  more than th i r t y  yea r s ,
and  became the  occupat ion  o f  his  son upon his r e t i r emen t .
Since no communication o r  con tac t  by the members of  the family
had  been  ma in t a ined  wi th  t he  two b ro the r s ,  Ph i l l ip  Feche r ,
g r ea t  grandson o f  Joseph,  l i v ing  i n  t he  Baltimore area  in i t ia -
ted an  inqui ry  of the Fecher Ances t ry  in Ohio upon reading a
pub l i shed  a r t i c l e  i n  t he  Ca tho l i c  Family  D iges t ,  wr i t t en  by
Ju l i e  Mar i e  Feche r ,  my daugh te r ,  i n  1049 .

THE NEW HOME

Upon arriving in Cincinnati , John Adam eager ly  inquired
abou t  a Land Of f i ce  t ha t  could  g ive  h im information on  land in
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northern Ohio .  He was  informed tha t  l a rge  t rac ts  o f  land had
been g ran t ed  to so ld ie r s  and  the i r  he i r s  in payment  o f  mi l i t a ry
se rv i ce s  wh i l e  o the r  t r ac t s  had been so ld  to land con t r ac to r s
early in 1800 .  If he wished to buy l and  in  Mercer County i t
could  be  obta ined  from p r iva t e  owners only  in the  a r ea .  Land-
owners ,  mainly pol i t ic ians  and friends o f  inf luence,  had pur-
chased  vas t  s t r e t ches  of  fo res t  l and  from the  Land Office i n
C inc inna t i ,  f i f t y  o r  more  yea r s  ea r l i e r ,  and  in  t he  mean t ime ,
so ld  smal l e r  t r ac t s  to s e t t l e r s ,  known a s  Yankees, from Conn-
ec t i cu t ,  New York, Pennsy lvania ,  and Virginia who were  eager  to
explore new f ront ie rs  beyond the mounta ins .

Or ig ina l  Land Gran t  i n  Oh io

James Madison,  President  o f  t he  Uni ted  S t a t e s  o f  America.
To Al l  To Whom These P re sen t s  Sha l l  Come Gree t ing ,

Know Ye, That  "John Doe" having deposited in the Treasury a
Cer t i f i ca te  o f  the Register  o f  the Land Office a t  Cinc innat i ,
whereby i t  appears that ful l  payment has been made for  Section
. . . . Township Range
. . . . , o f  the land lying between the Old Indian Boundary
Line and Lake Er ie  of the Virginia Reserva t ion ,  so ld  under t he
d i r ec t ion  o f  the Register  o f  t he  Land Office a t  Cincinnati  by
vi r tue  o f  the r i gh t  of premption g ran t ed  by law to certain pe r -
sons who have  contracted w i th  John Doe o r  his a s soc i a t e s ,  THERE
IF GRANTED, by  the  Uni ted S t a t e s ,  i n  pursuance o f  t he  Act  o f
Congress in tha t  case  provided ,  unto the said (name o f  Pur-
chaser) Section o f  land above described: TO
HAVE AND TO HOLD the  s a id  sec t ion  o f  land wi th  a l l  appu r t e -
nances ,  unto the sa id  Purchaser ,  h i s  he i r s  and a s s igns  forever .

SEAL In TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have caused  the se  l e t t e r s
OF to be  made Pa t en t ,  and the Seal of t he  General
OHIO Land Office to be  hereun to  a f f i xed .

GIVEN under my Hand a t  t he  C i ty  of Wash ing ton ,  the
20th  day o f  July in the Year of Our Lord ,  1812 ,
and o f  the Independence o f  the  United S t a t e s  o f
Amer i ca ,  the 34 th .

BY THE PRESIDENT: James Madison
(signed )

Edward T i f f i n ,  Conscr ip t  of  General Land Office
( s igned )

Af te r  learning about  the  poss ib i l i t i e s  of purchasing l and
in Mercer County ,  John Adam inquired w i th  respect to the where-
about o f  and method o f  t ravel  to t he  county sea t  o f  Cel ina .  In
reading his d i a ry  in the  o r ig ina l  s c r ip t  we f ind  t he se  words ,
"My g rea t e s t  des i re  was to come to good o ld  Mercer County ."  The
area around Ce l ina ,  the coun ty  s ea t ,  was  access ib le  by a canal
boat  up the  Ohio Lake Erie Canal .  Th i s  waterway had been
bu i l t  from Cincinnat i  to Lake Erie in 1841, with Minster  a s  a
canal por t  , 20 miles Eas t  of Ce l ina  . The cana l  had  been the
only  means o f  transportat ion into nor thern  Ohio excep t  by
horseback through dense fo re s t s  o r  by  canoe up the  Grea t  Miami
River to Dayton on ly .  I t  connected Cincinnat i  w i th  small
towns and v i l l ages  o f  Germantown, Middletown, Day ton ,  P iqua ,
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Ft .  Lo r amie ,  ( o ld  Indian v i l l age  and l a t e r  a U .S .  Fo r t ) ,  Min-
s t e r ,  New Bremen,  Defiance and on  to  Toledo .  This one and  on ly
impor tan t  means  of  t r anspor t a t ion  and communication a l l owed
t rave l  a s  we l l  a s  the  sh ipment  o f  g r a in ,  woo l ,  mea t ,  and  simple
farm too l s ,  an ima l s ,  e t c . ,  f rom the  f a rms  to the  count ry  towns
and  v i l l ages  a long the  rou t e .

Adam and h i s  s i s t e r s  took pas sage  on a f l a t -boa t  to
no r the rn  Ohio by way of  t he  Ohio  Erie Canal  one  ea r ly  Apr i l
morn ing .  Hie  horse-drawn f l a t -boa t  g l i ded  smoo th ly  away ,  l oad -
ed w i th  p l ea su re - seeke r s ,  t r adesmen ,  merchan t s  f rom the  upper
l ake  a r ea ,  p roduce  buyers  and  a few immigran t s .  Af t e r  pa s s ing
through the  smal l  v i l l ages  o f  Hami l ton  and  Middletown the  f i r s t
day .  i t  a r r i ved  in  Day ton ,  a smal l  c i t y  o f  about  15 ,000  on the
second .  in t he  l a s t  hour  o f  semi -darkness  , t he  emerg ing  n igh t
l i f e  a long  the  cana l  had i t s  enchan tmen t .  Cool b r eezes  swept
ove r  t he  boa t  but  subs ided  a s  t he  boa t  en te red  t he  deep fo re s t
cover ing  each  bank .  As  t he  s t a r s  came ou t ,  myr i ads  o f  f i r e -
f l i e s  on e i t he r  s i de  imi t a t ed  t he i r  spa rk l e .  The boa t  ca r r i ed
a b r i l l i an t  l an t e rn  in  t he  bow wh ich  d i spe r sed  a c i r c l e  o f  ye l -
low l i gh t  on the  wa te ry  t r ack  ahead .

In Dayton much cargo  was  unloaded and loaded  to  and f rom
wate r - l eve l  wa rehouses ,  l oca t ed  between Second and F i f t h
s t r ee t s  on bo th  banks o f  the  cana l .  Many tradesmen and drum-
mers  in the  evening  and ea r ly  morning hour s  be fo re  depa r tu re
ca l l ed  on  local cus tomer s  who were  ava i l ab l e  for t r ade .  Sma l l
ho t e l s ;  the  Beck le ,  Ph i l l ip s  and rooming houses  provided n igh t
lodging fo r  many pas senge r s ,  wh i l e  Adam and h i s  s i s t e r s  w i th  a
few o the r  pa s senge r s ,  who were  compelled to p rac t i ce  f ruga l i t y ,
remained on the boa t  for t he  n igh t .  The next morning the  boa t
p roceeded  slowly Nor th ,  occas iona l ly ,  e l eva ted  t o  h ighe r  l and
by 20 o r  more  l ocks .  I t  was  apparent  to Adam tha t  t h i s  a rea
was  excel lent  farm l and ,  now covered w i th  heavy  fo res t  and ex-
tended  a long  bo th  s ides  o f  t he  l i l y - in f e s t ed  cana l .  Here  and
the re ,  a c l ea r ing  for  an  i so l a t ed  v i l l age ,  a f a rm ,  o r  j u s t  a
house .  Even tua l ly ,  i t  pa s sed  th rough  the  v i l l age  of P iqua  ( an
Indian  v i l l age ) ,  and  the  F rench  se t t l emen t  of  Fo r t  Loramie, By
ea r ly  evening  the  p rosperous  v i l l age  o f  Mins t e r ,  t he  des t i na -
t ion  of the  fou r ,  came in to  v i ew .  The day ’ s  exper ience  o f
Adam,  see ing  the  vas tnes s  and  r i ches  o f  na tu re ,  a roused  in  h im
a consc iousness  o f  t h i s  coun t ry ’ s  wea l th  a s  we l l  a s  h i s  new r e -
l a t i on  to i t .  This  emot ion  became p rog re s s ive ly  i n t ense ,  com-
p le t e ly  overwhelming h im a s  he  approached  the  l i t t l e  v i l l age .

Fo r  t hem,  e s t ab l i sh ing  a p rospe rous  f a rm homes tead  in t he
v i rg in  fo re s t  of  Mercer Coun ty ,  pe rhaps  a day ' s  j ou rney  f rom
th i s  busy  l i t t l e  cana l  po r t ,  deve loped  in to  more  than a v i s ion .
Thus ended the  long jou rney  and  men ta l  angu i sh  on reaching th i s
goal  wh i l e  p r aye r  and  hope suppor ted  t hem,  a lways  conf iden t  t ha t
Providence would  d i r ec t  t hem p rope r ly .

Mins t e r  and i t s  twin v i l l age  o f  New Bremen,  two mi l e s  to
the  Nor th ,  had  a l so  been se t t l ed  by Germans .  The  p ionee r s  o f
New Bremen o f  s t aunch  Lutheran  s tock  had  mig ra t ed  f rom Nor th -
ern Germany,  whi le  t hose  o f  Mins t e r  we re  f rom middle  and lower
Germany where  the  r e l ig ion  remained Ca tho l i c .  In sp i t e  o f  t he
two denomina t iona l  re l ig ious  d i f f e r ences ,  soc i a l  and t r ade
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r e l a t i ons  o f  these  two se t t l emen t s  had been mos t  amiable and
have cont inued so throughout the yea r s .

Exceptional  hard  woods  of  a sh ,  h i cko ry ,  and oak  in  t h i s
a rea  fos t e red  domes t ic  manufactur ing of  s t i r rups  , ba r r e l  s t aves  ,
whee l s  and  wooden handles  i n  bo th  v i l l ages  in the  19 th  Cen tu ry .
Wi th  the  i n t roduc t ion  of sheep in  wes t e rn  Oh io ,  New Bremen be -
came an  impor tant  cen t e r  i n  the  process ing of  wool from the raw
s ta t e  t o  the spinning and  manufac tur ing  o f  c lo th  and b l anke t s .
This  i ndus t ry  con t inued  fa r  i n to  t he  20 th  Century  and  even tu -
a l l y  expanded to S t .  Marys .  Many o f  t he  present  genera t ion
have  had  the  p r iv i l ege  of  s l eep ing  under t he  we l l -known  S t .
Mary ’ s  b l anke t s .  I nc iden ta l l y ,  every bed in  ou r  farm home has
a woo len -ba t  cove r l e t  wh i l e  a l l  the  f l oo r s  are covered w i th
woolen  rug -ca rpe t s ,  p roduc t s  o f  p roces sed  f leece  from our  own
sheep and  loomed a t  New Bremen in 1940 .

Mins te r  appeared to be a g r ea t  trade cen t e r  i n  t he  p ro -
ces s ing  o f  farm products  of  mea t  and g ra in .  Old p r in t s ,  pencil
ske t ches ,  and  pa in t i ngs  of t h i s  era depict  g r a in  e l eva to r s ,
mea t  and  h ide  process ing  p l an t s .  Cen te red  nea r  the landing
wharf  on bo th  s ides  of  t he  canal  were shops o f  wagonmakers ,
b l acksmi ths  and o the r  hand ic r a f t s ,  ca ter ing t o  the s e t t l e r s ,
t hus  providing a r t i c l e s  necessa ry  for  simple co lon i a l  l i v ing .
Transportation i n  and  about  t he se  canal V i l l ages  was  by ca r t ,
high-wheel  farm wagons ,  o r  on ho r seback .

The next morning ,  approaching the  wha r f ,  Jbhn Adam no ted
tha t  a few fa rmers  of t he  surrounding and pa r t l y  c l ea red  bush
count ry  were urging thei r  s t u rdy  t eams  o f  farm ho r se s  to move a
l i t t l e  f a s t e r  w i th  the  h igh -whee l ed ,  nar row-gauged wagons t o -
ward  the g ra in  e l eva to r .  Adjacent  to and  combined wi th  i t  was
a wa te r  -d r iven  powered f l ou r  mi l l  which could  be  seen  above
the  t r ee tops .  Bo th  were l oca t ed  on the bank of the  cana l .  He ,
ambl ing ,  toward  them and shading h i s  eyes  from the  morning sun ,
s t a r ed  i n  open-mouth d isbe l ie f  a t  t he  f r an t i c  ac t i v i t y  around
and abou t  t h i s  cen t r a l  po in t  of  t r ade .  I t  i s  to be remembered
tha t  a l l  bus ines  w i th  t he  surrounding coun t ry  was  focused  in
bu i ld ings  and shops abou t  t he  cana l  dock.  Gr i zz l ed  bea rded
farmers  in coarse  homespun woo lens  were  unloading loose ly -
woven g ra in  s acks  of  whea t  and  rye a t  the  e l eva to r  and  mi l l .
O the r s  were  ro l l ing  mina tu re  ba r r e l s  o f  mo la s se s  and  honey and
large hogs -heads  of  s a l t  pork  on to  the wha r f .  He became aware
o f  sh ipments  o f  smal l  l i ve  p ig s ,  c a lves ,  and  chickens i n  wea -
the r  bea t en  c r a t e s  to go  to dea l e r s  i n  towns and v i l l ages  up
and down the  cana l .  Wi th in  an hour droves  o f  ca t t l e  and  hogs ,

from the  surrounding coun t ry  , herded by  a number o f  men .  boys ,
and  dogs  were  co r r a l l ed  i n to  a fence  enc losu re  ad j acen t  to t he
s l augh te rhouse .  These an ima l s  had  been purchased  in  the  area
by a ca t t l e  and  hog buye r  ea r l i e r  in t he  week and  by  coope ra -
t ive  e f fo r t s  of se l le rs  and the  buyer  the animals were  moved
as  a unit  to t he  s tockyard for  s l augh te r .  The open ,  wooded ,
and  unfenced country must  have  c r ea t ed  many p rob lems  for  those
par t i c ipa t ing  i n  th i s  roundup.  Wi th in  a day o r  two the  p ro -
ces sed  products  o f  these  an ima l s  w i th  o the r  f a rm p roduc t s

-would f ind  the i r  way by 'canal boat  to the  markets  o f  the grow-
ing towns along the  waterway .
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Occas iona l ly ,  a coup le ,  man and  wi f e ,  wou ld  pas s  by i n  a
dog - ca r t  o r  buckboard ,  car t ing  boxes  of  drawn and dressed ca r -
ca s se s  of  po rk ,  l amb ,  o r  ch i ckens .  They were  eage r  to ba r t e r
wi th  a l oca l  merchan t  for  s t ap l e s ,  boo t s ,  o r  shoes .  Perhaps ,
more  f ruga l  than  o the r s ,  t h i s  coup le  an t i c ipa t ed  an add i t i ona l
mone ta ry  r e tu rn  o f  p ro f i t  due  t o  t he  ex t r a  e f for t  expended.

At  t he  l and ing ,  no t  one bu t  two cana l  boa t s  we re  wa i t i ng
to  be  l oaded .  Sacks o f  newly  g round  f l ou r ,  d r e s sed  hams ,  s i de s
o f  bee f ,  and  a va r i e ty  o f  wooden  fo rk ,  hoe ,  and  plow hand le s
were  moved in to  the  ho ld  o f  t he  boa t .  Adam v i sua l i zed  the
g rea t  moment o f  good l iving fo r  f a rmer s  had  a r r i ved  in t h i s
pa r t  o f  Ohio and hope fu l ,  he  an t i c ipa t ed  to  sha re  in  i t s  boun ty .

I t  was  on  t h i s  ve ry  morning when Adam was  imagining and
dreaming of  a be t t e r  l i fe  t ha t  he  me t  and lea rned  to  know a
young man ,  Maxmill ian Se i t z ,  s tanding nea r  t he  mi l l .  Max was
a ve ry  approachable  young man of  23  yea r s ,  l i v ing  w i th  h i s  pa r -
en t s  and  family nea r  Maria  S t e in ,  s ix  mi l e s  wes t  o f  Mins t e r .
His  parents  w i th  o the r  German f ami l i e s  had  migra ted  f rom Ger -
many 10 years  be fo re  in to  t h i s  dense  fo re s t  . Max could we l l
remember  cons t ruc t ing  a log house  and a t h r ee - s ided  shed  for  a
few an ima l s  i n  the  mids t  of  a sma l l  c l ea red ,  s t ump- in fe s t ed
p lo  t o f  g round  .

A t  t h i s  po in t  i n  t ime  i t  m igh t  be  we l l  to review cu r ren t
ideas  o f  ea r ly  co lon i a l  l iv ing  wh ich  had been based  on h i s to r i -
ca l  co lon i a l  s i t e s  in the  Eas t .  Immedia te ly  one  wou ld  be  ap -
p r i s ed  of  the  f ac t  t ha t  t he  l i ve s  o f  t he se  ea r ly  s e t t l e r s  was
ve ry  d i f f e r en t  and f i l l ed  w i th  many ha rdsh ips .  What  the  ave rage
reade r  had  seen  was  merely t he  cream o f  co lon i a l  l i f e ,  de -
p i c t i ng  folks  o f  wea l th  w i th  s t a r ched  l i nen  and  t r i  co rne red
ha t s ,  ch ippenda l e  fu rn i tu r e ,  four  -pos t e r  beds ,  qu i l l  pens ,  e t c .
Our  fo re f a the r s ,  t he  ea r ly  s e t t l e r s ,  wh ich  inc luded  Max,  Adam,
and  ne ighbor s  were  t ry ing  to  wres t  a Living f rom the  l and
wi th  c rude ,  back -b reak ing  ag r i cu l tu r a l  methods and  too l s ,  r e -
l y ing  heav i ly  on w i ld  foods  fo r  t he i r  t ab l e s .  In  sp i t e  o f  t he
r i ch  b l ack  so i l ,  w i thou t  crop f e r t i l i z a t i on  and  ro t a t i on ,  and
peppered wi th  s tumps  i t  was  a Hercu l i an  e f fo r t  to p rov ide  su f -
f i c i en t  e s sen t i a l s  i n  t he  f i r s t  yea r s  o f  f ron t i e r  L i f e .  Mos t
g round-b reak ing  was  done by c iumsy ,  wooden ,  i ron- t ipped  pLows
pu l i ed  by  ho r se s ,  and  the  f a rmer  by  bending ove r  a hoe  and  rake
from sun-up  to sun-down p repa red  an i nadequa t e  seedbed wh ich
was sown wi th  hand -cas t  seed o f  whea t ,  r ye ,  o r  ba rLey  a few
weeks La t e r .  Wha t  we re  t he  r e su l t s  a t  t he  end  o f  t he  season?
Gra in ,  l ack ing  in amount  and  qua l i t y ,  would be  ha rves t ed ,  cu t
by  hand  wi th  a s i ck l e  o r  s cy the  and th r e shed  wi th  f l a i l s  on a
c lo th  o r  wooden  f l oo r .

In sp i t e  of  t he se  many ha rdsh ips ,  Max’ s  family had ove r -
came some o f  t he se  d i f f i cu l t i e s  for  w i th in  a pe r iod  of  t en  yea r s
they had  c leared  p lo t s  fo r  f ru i t  t r ee s  and vege t ab l e s ,  and some
t i l l ab l e  ac reage  for  whea t ,  ba r l ey ,  and rye .  Ihe fami ly  had
domes t i ca t ed  w i ld  bees ,  pu rchased  a p lough ,  a high -wheel  farm
wagon ,  two ho r se s ,  some ca t t l e  and a f l ock  o f  sheep  and  ch ickens  .

Max came to  Mins t e r  fo r  t he  g r ind ing  of g r a in  i n to  f l ou r ,
and  wh i l e  wa i t i ng  h i s  turn on  t h i s  ea r ly  morning he spied th is
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young man of  s imi l a r  age  who appeared to be  a s t r ange r  i n  the
v i l l age .  Wi th  the  usual  home-spun brand o f  f r a t e rn i za t ion  and
a r e f l ec t i ve  smi l e  he b rough t  i n to  p l ay  a conver sa t ion  tha t
might  be  o f  i n t e r e s t  to t h i s  new acquain tance :  " I  am Max,
l iv ing  w i th  my pa ren t s  and  f ami ly  on some c lea red  l and ,  Wes t ,
abou t  ha l fway  to Ce l ina . ”  Adam upon hear ing the name Ce l ina ,
t he  coun ty  s ea t  o f  Land Reco rds ,  was  aroused wi th  cu r io s i t y  and
in t e r e s t ,  for  here he thought  i s  someone who can help  u s .  Max,
wi th  more  time to pas s ,  and Adam, g rea t l y  concerned about l and
and  wan t ing  to l ea rn  more o f  o the r  German se t t l e r s ,  began a
l i ve ly  conve r sa t i on .  Max r e l a t ed  t he  exper iences  o f  the Se i t z
f ami ly  of  the  pas t  ten years  a s  we l l  a s  the abundance o f  land
ava i l ab l e  a t  less  than $10 pe r  ac r e .  He did no t  neg lec t  t o  t e l l
h im how the  bui lding of  the cana l  had improved the i r  everyday
rou t ine  of  making a comfor t ab le  l i v ing .  He sa id  i t  had opened
a b r i sk  exchange of  t rade  between the p ioneers  and  the  f ami l i e s
o f  t he  v i l l ages  and towns a long  the  cana l .  Adam told o f  h i s
exper iences  i n  A l sace  and the i r  r ecen t  journey to the  New Wor ld .
He sa id ,  ”My one  ambition i s  to have  a few ac re s  in Mercer
Coun ty  for  we had been informed by German p r i e s t s  i n  A l sace
tha t  t he i r  Soc i e ty  had e s t ab l i shed  a new home in t h i s  t e r r i -
t o ry . "  "My three  s i s t e r s , "  he con t inued ,  "came wi th  me and a re
now v i s i t i ng  t he  chu rch . "  Ihe conversa t ion  cont inued  on many
topics  r e l a t ed  to the l i f e  i n  t he  w i lde rnes s ,  thus  creating a
f r i end ly ,  soc i ab l e ,  and congenial  r e l a t ionsh ip .

Adam, des i red  to have  Max mee t  his  s i s t e r s ,  for addit ional
conversat ions wou ld  g ive  them the  opportunity o f  gaining more
information about th is  va s t  f o r e s t  country and a t  the same t ime
find a way to Ce l ina .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,  he  sp ied  h i s  s i s t e r s  coming
from the  chu rch ,  wh ich  was  l oca t ed  a shor t  d i s t ance  beyond the
mi l l ,  and ca l l ing  and  waving  to them he  and Max me t  them mid-
way .  Af te r  a very simple and informal g r ee t i ng ,  Max sa id ,
"Your  b ro the r  to ld  me abou t  your pa ren t s  in Europe and  how a l l
of  you wish  to f ind  a home among German Cathol ic  f ami l i e s .  My
home i s  about  ha l f -way  to Ce l ina . "  S topp ing ,  w i th  a b i t  of  em-
bar ras smen t  he con t inued :  "My f a the r  and mo the r  wou ld  be de -
l i gh t ed  to have  the four of you  s t ay  a t  our home for a day o r
two ,  and in  the meant ime your b ro the r  and  I cou ld  lea rn  of land
for s a l e  from ne ighbor s ,  p r i e s t s  and s i s t e r s  who l i ve  nea rby .
We could  make a t r i p  to Ce l ina  to t he  Reco rde r ' s  Of f ice  in a
day  o r  two .”  The s i s t e r s  appeared puzz l ed  a t  f i r s t ,  bu t  a f t e r
hea r ing  Adam ' s  vers ion  of how the i r  dreams migh t  come t rue ,
they  ag reed  to pas s  the evening a t  Max ' s  home.

Now wi th  t he  fu l l  consen t  of  t he  s i s t e r s ,  Adam and  Max
p i l ed  and  t i ed  t he i r  be long ings  on to  t he  rough wagon bed  wh i l e
a l l  found  s l i gh t ly  be t t e r  t han  uncomfor table  s ea t s  on the sacks
o f  mi l l ed  g ra in .  They s lowly  proceded th rough  the  dense  fo re s t
o f  stumps and bogs ,  gaz ing  in t en t ly  a t  the  pa th  o f  t h in ,  t i r ed ,
wagon -wheel ru t s  t ha t  scar red  deeply in the b l ack  muck .  After
an hour o f  a j o l t i ng  wagon r i de ,  pass ing  a few c l ea r ings ,  ha r -
boring s imple  log houses  and animal she l t e r s  o f  famil ies  by
name of  Mi l l e r ,  Mescher ,  Bruegmann,  and o the r s ,  they came to
the  open clearing of  the Se i t z ' s  home.  Max’s  pa ren t s ,  two bro-
the r s  and three s i s t e r s  were  exci ted to have  German speaking
v i s i t o r s  from the i r  homeland .
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The one and one -ha l f  s to ry  log house  w i th  an overhaning
porch a t  the one en t r ance ,  a be r ry  vine  cover ing  i t s  s i de s ,
shaded wi th  l a rge  over -hanging  t r ee s ,  a garden p lo t  t o  the  l e f t
w i th  a few s tumps ,  c r ea t ed  a background o f  t h i s  comfortable
home .  I t  was  t ru ly  a landmark in this sparce ly  s e t t l ed  a r ea .
Of f  to the  r i gh t ,  l e s s  than 100 s t eps  was  t he  s t ab l e  and  cor ra l  ,
wh i l e  i n  t he  deep beyond ,  t he  pa r t l y  c l ea red  ac reage  showed tha t
some impress ion  had been made upon th i s  w i ld  l and .  In r ea l i t y ,
t h i s  occasion was  the  g rea t e s t  and mos t  welcome s igh t  for t he
four  s ince  l eav ing  their  home many weeks  ago .

The en t i r e  fami ly  r e f l ec t ed  the  pe r sona l i ty  o f  ISfex. The
fa the r ,  very f r i end ly ,  was  fu l l  of l i f e  w i th  a tw ink le  in  h i s
eye .  The mo the r ,  sma l l ,  wr ink l ed  w i th  snow-whi te  ha i r  and
dancing b lue  eyes ,  had a so f t  and qu i e t  f ac ia l  expres s ion .
Adam and  h i s  s i s t e r s  f e l t  comple t e ly  a t  e a se .  They t ru ly  l iked
peop le  of t h i s  a t t i t ude  who showed a f r i end l ines s  in  a l l  t he i r
dea l ings .  Af t e r  a very unabashed ,  s imple  meet ing w i th  mos t
we lcome  ges tu re s  by  the  f ami ly  t o  sha re  t he i r  hosp i t a l i t y ,  a l l
en t e r ed  t h i s  humble  home wh ich  r e f l ec t ed  the  c l ean l ines s  and
t id ines s  o f  na tu re  i t s e l f . .

The cen te red  door b rough t  them to  t he  lower  f loor  wh ich
provided  a chee r fu l  combina t ion  o f  bo th  l i v ing  and  dining room.
The  wa l l s  of l ogs ,  na tu ra l l y  i n  ea r th -co lo r  o f  b rown ,  mir rowed
the na tura l  o f  wa lnu t ,  A huge  s tone  f i r ep l ace  domina t ed  t he
l e f t  wa l l ,  and adjacent  to i t  in  t he  far  corner  was  a rough
hewn t ab l e .  At t he  r ight  wa l l  appeared t he  a t t i c - a scend ing
ladde r .  Between the  two was  a deep homemade s l a t  lounge ,  r e s t -
ing on  i t s  four  sho r t  l egs ,  near ly  hidden by  the  sk in  of a b l ack
bea r .  The ladderback  sp l i t  h ickory  rocker to the  l e f t  o f  the
f i r ep l ace  p rov ided  a warm cozy  r e sp i t e  fo r  t he  mo the r .  No t  to
fo rge t ,  however ,  t ha t  a number of  awkard ,  i l l -p ropor t ioned
sp l i t -bo t tom cha i r s  and  th ree - l egged  s too l s  completed the  s im-
p le  fu rn i sh ings . ,  The who le  thing was  done in  ea r ly  c lu t t e r  bu t
very  homey and comfor t ab l e .  I t  reminded one  of  an in -door  ou t -
door  e f f ec t .  The wa l l s  we re  l ined w i th  skins o f  fox ,  mink ,  and
muskra t ,  wh i l e  t he  rough boa rd  f loo r  was  amply cove red  w i th
coarse  fu r s  of  marmot ,  sk ins  o f  dee r ,  and  one  of  bea r .

A no te  o f  g r ea t e r  a f f ec t i on  deve loped  in  time by  a l l ,  i n -
c lud ing  Max’ s  younger  b ro the r s  and s i s t e r s  who in i t i a l l y  ap -
pea red  shy  and  i l l  a t  e a se .  The younger  ch i ld r en ,  open-mouthed
and round-eyed ,  we re  awed to  an  unusua l  qu i e t  a s  t hey  l i s t ened
to the  s a i l i ng  exper iences  o f  the  v i s i t o r s .  Rea l ly ,  a l l  bus i ed
themse lves  w i th  more  t han  id l e  t a lk  by  r e l a t i ng  t he i r  a c t i v i -
t i e s ,  t he reby  l ea rn ing  more  o f  each  o the r s ’  l i ve s  t ha t  a f t e r -
noon and  even ing  .

The  shor t  a f t e rnoon  was  spent  abou t  t he  house ,  sheds ,  and
nearby ga rden  and  o rcha rd .  The even ing  mea l  of  home grown veg -
e t ab l e s .  cured  ham,  johhny-cake  w i th  honey ,  and canned  b l ack -
be r r i e s ,  was  the  f i r s t  wholesome mea l  for the  four  v i s i t o r s  fo r
many mon ths  and na tu ra l l y  was  t he  sub j ec t  of  many thankful  ex -
p re s s ions .  Before t he  f a the r  and  mo the r  had completed the
fami ly ’ s  exper ience of  f ron t i e r  l i f e ,  ye s ,  one  migh t  say t ha t
w i th in  a twinkle o f  an  eye ,  the  shadows had deepened into tw i -
l i gh t  and  the  sun  had  hidden i t s e l f  back  o f  t a l l  t r ee s .  The
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hush o f  l i gh t  had descended from the  c l ea r  sky .  A l l  abou t  them
the  dark  l i ne  o f  the  fo re s t  rose  aga ins t  an orange-covered  sky  .
The f i r s t  fa in t  g leam of a few s t a r s  broke ou t  in the  darkening
heaven in the dep th  of which the  b r igh t e s t  s t a r s  began to ap-
pear  a s  poin ts  o f  s i lvery  da r t s ,  and twinkling diamonds.  The
a i r  had the ba lm of ea r ly  summer and the  ground was  dry and
warm •

That  evening the fa the r  cont inued to r e l a t e  the problems
of  the ea r ly  s e t t l e r s  i n  t ha t  pa r t  of  Ohio . S ince  the re  were
no wate rways  o r  navigable  r i ve r s ,  s e t t l e r s  had d i f f i cu l ty  in
making a l iv ing  because  of the  lack  o f  t r anspo r t a t i on .  The
cos t  o f  t ransport ing farm p roduc t s  ove r l and  a s  we l l  a s  buying
the  s imple  farm too l s  absorbed a l l  t he  p ro f i t s  in buying and
se l l i ng  .

" I t  had  been d i f fe ren t  the  pas t  few yea r s , "  he s a id .
, rWheat  wh ich  had  been se l l i ng  for  20c a bushe l  was  now over
$1 .00 .  Sa l t  pork a t  $1 .24  a ba r r e l  a few yea r s  ago i s  now se l l -
i ng  from $7  to  $8  i n  Dayton and  C inc inna t i .  Wi th  the i nc rease
in va lue  for  food p roduc t s  and o the r  e s sen t i a l s  for people  i n
v i l l ages  and  towns ,  and  the  need  for  f a rm too l s  and  count ry
s t ap l e s ,  many a l l i ed  bus ines se s  mushroomed along the  Miami-Er ie
cana l .  This  new wa te rway  had connec ted  Cen t ra l  Ohio  w i th  Lake
Erie and C inc inna t i ,  and  in i t i a t ed  an e r a  o f  g rowth  and p ros -
pe r i t y ,  t hus  be t t e r  l iv ing  for  a l l  who were  nea r  t he  cana l  and
those  w i th in  a radius  o f  20 mi l e s . "  S imu l t aneous ly ,  more cana l
sys t ems ,  more ex t ens ive  i n  cha rac t e r  had been and  were  be ing
bu i l t  in  a l l  pa r t s  of  New York S t a t e ,  connect ing Buffa lo  w i th
Albany  which inc reased  Lake Er ie  t ra f f ic  and brought  p rospe r i t y
to Wes t e rn  Oh io .  Products o f  the  farm were  finding the i r  way
not  on ly  i n to  Cleve land ,  Buf fa lo ,  and eas te rn  c i t i e s  o f  Albany
and  New York,  bu t  were  being shipped in to  the trading cen t e r s
of  Europe .

Af te r  the fa ther  to ld  about  the g rea t  fu tu re  in s to r e  for
these  new f r i ends ,  Max r e l a t ed  wha t  he  had heard  o f  t he  ha rd -
sh ips  in the  bu i ld ing  o f  t he  cana l .  He was  aware  t ha t  h i s
school ing  had  been l imi ted  to a few mon ths  i n  t he  w in t e r ,  bu t
tha t  he would a lways  remember wha t  h i s  teacher  had  r e l a t ed
about  t he  advan tage  o f  t he  cana l ,  who sa id ,  "The building of
the  cana l  w i l l  be  remembered a s  one  of the g rea t  moments  i n
Ohio h i s to ry . "  He cont inued the cana l  s to ry  f a r  i n to  the  even -
ing .  Occas iona l ly ,  the f a the r  o r  mother  would add  the i r  ve r -
s ions  a s  r e l a t ed  by the s e t t l e r s .

I t  appears  t ha t  t he  f i r s t  spadefu l  of  ea r th  was  dug abou t
1830  a t  Midd le town ,  t he  midpoint  be tween C inc inna t i  and  Day ton .
The  d igg ing  was  to proceed toward  bo th  ends  a t  the  same t ime .
I t  was  some yea r s  l a t e r  a f t e r  the  s t r e t ch  o f  d i t ch  was  com-
p le t ed  and  in  u se  t ha t  t he  cana l  was  con t inued  no r th  to New
Bremen in 1838 ,  and  on to Lake Erie by  1845 .  The work  o f  d ig -
g ing  the  cana l  was  a g igan t i c  and back-break ing  t a sk  fo r  men
and  beas t s ,  ( t he re  was  no heavy  cons t ruc t ion  mach ine ry ) .  A l l
t he  work  had  to be  done by men working wi th  long -handled
shove l s ,  and  horses  and  mu le s  who pu l l ed  the  loose  d i r t  w i th
l a rge  wooden scoops ,  c a l l ed  s l i p sc rape r s .  The diggers we re
mos t ly  f a rmers  who l i v  d along the  proposed canal  rou t e  and
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German and  I r i sh  young men who had immigra ted  to Ohio upon
hear ing  o f  the  need for worke r s  on  t he  cana l .  The canal u su -
a l l y  fo l lowed a d i t ch ,  swamp, o r  low- ly ing  a r ea ,  the  dampness
from which caused many men to become i l l  w i th  f eve r  and  cholera
in summer .  The men worked in t eams  o f  20  o r  30 and  wi th  the
aid of  scoops wou ld  con t inue  to dig un t i l  a so l id  bo t tom of
ea r th  would  be  r eached .  A l l  l oose  d i r t ,  mud, and f rozen  ground
would  be  p i l ed  on e i t he r  s ide  of  the canal  to form i t s  banks .
Diver t ing  the wa te r  i n  the  spring and summer ,  and  the  moving o f
the f rozen  g round  in  the  w in t e r ,  s lowed the  building of  the
cana l  to many yea r s .  The cana l  channe l  was  u sua l ly  four f ee t
deep ,  about  40 f ee t  wide a t  t he  top t o  25 o r  more  f ee t  a t  t he
bo t tom.  On the  s ide  o f  the  cana l ,  a 10  foo t  wide  bank  served
as  a ’ 'Towpath ,  '• for  the  mu le s  o r  ho r se s  t ha t  pu l l ed  the boa t  up
and  down the  wa te rway .  Rea l  problems con f ron ted  the  cons t ruc -
t ion  of the  cana l  ove r  h i l l s  and  va l l eys  whe re  l ocks  had  to  be
cons t ruc t ed  to r a i s e  o r  lower t he  wa te r  l eve l  in t he  cana l .  A
lock i s  u sua l ly  90 f ee t  long and a t  l e a s t  15 f ee t  deep acco rd -
ing to the  he igh t  o f  t he  h i l l  to  be  c ros sed .  A t  each end o f  a
lock  i s  a wooden ga t e  to be  c lo sed  o r  opened to f i l l  o r  empty
the  l ock .  "Don ' t  t hey  have  d i f f i cu l ty  in keeping su f f i c i en t
wa te r  to do t h i s  i n  a d ry  summer when wa te r  i s  s ca rce?"  ch imed
in one  of the s i s t e r s .  The f a the r  then  to ld  about  t he  l a rge
swamp eas t  of  Ce l ina  which had  been  dammed and  the  sma l l e r  one
no t  fa r  f rom Mins t e r ,  thereby c rea t ing  la rge  s to r age  lakes  to
f eed  wa te r  i n to  t he  canal when needed .  The one a t  Cel ina  had
been a huge swamp of l a rge  t r ee s ,  covering over  10 ,000  ac re s ,
t en  mi l e s  long and f ive  mi l e s  w ide ,  extending from Cel ina  t o
the banks  o f  the canal  a t  S t .  Mary ’ s .  The l a rge  t r ees  had been
used  to bu i ld  the  banks and dams surrounding the  swamp to con-
t a in  the  wa te r  during the rainy s ea son .

The f a the r  whose knowledge o f  money was  more  ex t ens ive ,
con t inued  wi th  in fo rmat ion  on  the  f inanc ing  and building of  t he
cana l .  The go ing -wage  o f  a man for  a f u l l  day ’ s  work  on t he
canal  was  30£ pe r  day wi th  lodging and  mea l s .  Many se t t l e r s ,
who wi shed  to remain  and e s t ab l i sh  homes in t he  a r ea ,  were  more
in t e r e s t ed  i n  acquir ing fa rm l and  and  agreed  to t ake  farm ac re -
age for  t he i r  work .  In examining the  e thnic  or ig in  o f  many f am-
i l i t e s  i n  Mercer  and  Darke Coun t i e s  one  f inds farms of  French
and  I r i sh  owner s ,  i n t e r spe r sed  w i th  t hose  o f  the  Germans .
Se t t l e r s  came by  the  thousands  i n to  t he  ad j acen t  a r ea  of t he
cana l ,  s e t t l i ng  i n  the  v i l l ages  o f  T roy ,  P iqua ,  Middle town,
and  a t  t he  same t ime  inc reas ing  the  popu la t i on  of  Dayton and
Cinc inna t i .  A l l  a r ea s  experienced g rea t  g rowth  in  popu la t ion
and  wea l th ,  i nc lud ing  a g r ea t e r  demand for  the fo re s t  covered
farm l and .  Land va lues  wen t  from a do l l a r  an  ac re  to $10 fo r
mi l e s ,  Eas t  and  Wes t  o f  t he  cana l .  Homes and  bus ines s  s i t e s
in t he  v i l l ages  and towns were  i n  g rea t  demand These g lowing
accoun t s ,  desc r ib ing  the pas t  and  the  pos s ib i l i t i e s  of  t he  fu -
tu re ,  c r ea t ed  dreams o f  p rosperous  homes t eads  in the minds o f
John Adam and h i s  s i s t e r s .  The dreams ac tua l ly  ma te r i a l i zed
far beyond the i r  expec t a t i ons .  Max exla imed exc i t ed ly ,  "We
wi l l  t r ave l  ove r  t he  bu i l t -up  t ree  and d i r t  road on  the  sou th
side o f  the Ce l ina  Reservoi r  on our  journey  to Ce l ina . "

The mother  much in t e r e s t ed  in r e l ig ious  f ac i l i t i e s  ex-
p re s sed  her i deas  o f  Ca tho l ic i ty  i n  the t e r r i t o ry  by s ay ing ,
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’’The r e l i g ious  ac t i v i t i e s  o f  t he  Prec ious  Blood p r i e s t s  and
s i s t e r s  i n  Mercer  County  t oday ,  a s  we l l  a s  in the fu tu re ,  i s
ve ry  hope fu l .  I t  i s  t rue  t ha t  there  had been l i t t l e  r e l i g ious
ac t iv i t y  be fore  1835 i n  an about  Mins t e r  and on ly  once per
month se rv ices  were  he ld  i n  a home in  Mins t e r  by  Fa the r  Hor t s -
man who came down from a German se t t l emen t  around T i f f in .  A
log church had been e r ec t ed  i n  1834 and had a permanent  pa s to r
a f t e r  1835 . ”

I t  can be  s a id  this pa r t  o f  Oh io  was  no t  open to European
immigran t s  before  1800 .  Those who had  come ea r l i e r  i n to  wes t -
e rn  Ohio were  p ro t e s t an t  s e t t l e r s  from the  ea s t e rn  co lon ies  of
Vi rg in i a  and Pennsy lvan ia ,  who were  con t inuous ly  push ing  in to  t he
f ron t i e r  land of  Ken tucky ,  Tennessee and  lower Oh io .  Because
o f  the  con f l i c t  w i th  the Miami and Delaware  Ind i ans ,  whose t e r -
r i t o ry  had  been enc roached ,  the  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  Government  bu i l t
a number  of  fo r t s  i n  mid  and  l a t e  1700 in  wes t e rn  Oh io :  Fo r t
Loramie  , Fo r t  Recovery and  Fo r t  De f i ance  to t he  Nor th  and For t
Greenv i l l e  to the  Sou th .  In 1795 ,  Mad Anthony  Wayne was  de l e -
ga t ed  to t ake  command and con t ro l  t he  Ohio coun t ry .  Th i s  he  ac -
compl i shed  by de fea t i ng  t he  war r io r s  i n  t he  a r ea  of  the Wabash
Rive r  nea r  Fo r t  Recove ry .  He fo rced  the  Chiefs  t o  s ign  t he
Trea ty  o f  Greenv i l l e ,  e s t ab l i sh ing  the  southern boundary  l i ne ,
known a s  t he  Ind ian  Boundary L ine .  This  l ine  ex tended  from
For t  Recovery Eas t ,  pass ing  the  home of my b i r t hp l ace ,  and on
to  Fo r t  Lo ramie .  A rough bu t  open  fo re s t  m i l i t a ry  road was
cons t ruc t ed  by the  government  f rom one  fo r t  to the  o the r  wh ich
l a t e r  opened up the  wes t e rn  a r ea  w i th  t he  cana l  po r t  of  Mins t e r
fo r  t r ade .  A l though  the  power o f  the  Indian war r io rs  had  been
seve re ly  cr ippled i n  1795 ,  i t  was  no t  un t i l  a f t e r  a s e r i e s  o f
t r ea t i e s ,  the l a s t  i n  1818 ,  t ha t  t h i s  pa r t  of  Ohio was  s a f e  for
se t t l emen t  .

Max, knowing the  r e l ig ious  development the pas t  few
yea r s  from informat ion  he had  r ece ived  f rom p r i e s t s  and the
Mothe r  Superior  a t  Mar i a -S t e in ,  a s s i s t ed  h i s  mo the r  by  s ay ing ,
”Due to increased  pro tec t ion  aga ins t  the  Ind ians  and  the  ava i l -
ab l e  employment i n  bui ld ing  the  canal  a number  of  French fami-
l i e s  in 1835  had se t t l ed  about  t h ree  mi l e s  wes t  of  Fo r t  Lo ra -
mie ,  t he  p re sen t  v i l l ages  o f  Russ i a  and  Ver sa i l l e s  in Darke
Coun ty .  The sp i r i t ua l  needs o f  t hese  French  immigran t s  were
admin i s t e r ed  under Bishop Pu rce l l . ”  I desc r ibed  th i s  s e t t l e -
men t  ea r l i e r  and  tha t  Fa the r  Navarron  had  come to America  about
1837  and  gave  gene rous ly  o f  h i s  t ime and  e f fo r t  no t  on ly  to the
French  f ami l i e s  bu t  a l so  journeyed pe r iod i ca l ly  no r th  to the
German se t t l e r s  un t i l  t he  a r r i va l  of the P rec ious  Blood  p r i e s t s  .
As  has  been  s t a t ed  t he  ea r ly  h i s to ry  o f  Fo r t  Lo ramie  s e t t l e -
men t  i s  ex t ens ive ly  t r ea t ed  in a book The Annua l s  of  S t .
Michae l ' s  Pa r i sh ,  pub l i shed  in  German in  1907 by  Rev .  Wi l l i am
V. B igo t .  Fa the r  B igo t  had  been  pas to r  of  t he  pa r i sh  sho r t l y
a f t e r  t he  t h i rd  qua r t e r  of 1800 .  He was  ab l e  to ga in  much
knowledge of t he  p ionee r  yea r s  o f  F t .  Loramie  f rom the  second
and th i rd  gene ra t i ons  o f  t he  o r ig ina l  immig ran t s .

Max being a young man o f  mar r i ageab le  age a l so  had  dreams
of a homestead and  f ami ly  i n  t h i s  bush  count ry  and wi shed  to
make ano the r  po in t  by  s ay ing ,  ”We, t he  young people of today
shou ld  f i nd  no d i f f i cu l ty  in se t t l ing  on land wi th in  10 to 20
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mi le s ,  have  r e l i g ious  se rv ices  a t  l e a s t  every o the r  Sunday and
have  ou r  ch i ld ren  educa t ed  by the  s i s t e r s  a t  t he i r  conven t s . ”
Leaving the  group t empora r i l y ,  he rummaged about  and  unear thed
a p iece  o f  wrapping paper and  wi th  a wh i t t l ed  ha l f - l eng th  pen-
c i l  began to ske t ch  a crude map of  the  w i lde rnes s  w i th in  t he  20
mi le  area  a s  he  remembered i t .

To provide a simple p i c tu re  o f  the  present  and  fu tu re
poss ib i l i t i e s  of Ca tho l i c i t y  he drew a box-like image o f  the
chape l ,  s i s t e r s ’  conven t ,  school ,  and orphanage.  The mothe r
in t e r j ec t ed  here  by say ing ,  ’’The summer of  1848  and 1849  was
one o f  untold  hardsh ips  for  the s e t t l e r s  in wes t e rn  Oh io .  Many
households  i n  t he  surrounding coun t ry  disappeared f rom the  r av -
ages  o f  cho le r a .  Mins te r  appeared to have  car r ied  the b run t  o f
the  s cou rge .  Nea r ly  three  hundred v i c t ims  had  been numbered
and in  some in s t ances  en t i r e  f ami l i e s  had  been ex t e rmina t ed .
Many homeless  ch i ld ren  in th is  v i l l age ,  a s  we l l  a s  t hose  o f  a
dozen o the r  German se t t l emen t s ,  found no t  on ly  succor  bu t  had
re in s t a t emen t  o f  family  l i f e  under  the  mo the r ly  ca re  of t he
good s i s t e r s . ”

Tracing a sketchy wi lde rnes s ,  l i nea r  rou t e  to the  Wes t ,
and ind i ca t i ng  h i s  home by a do t ,  he cont inued for 15 mi l e s
Wes t ,  t o  t he  second s i s t e r ’ s  conven t ,  housing abou t  a dozen
s i s t e r s ,  and  a log chape l ,  known a s  S t .  Jo seph ’ s  Cen te r .  The
s i s t e r s  had  purchased  th i s  p lo t  of  100 ac re s ,  ad jacen t  to the
Wabash R ive r ,  and  r ecen t ly  cons t ruc t ed  a school  and  a house  for
two p r i e s t s  who he ld  r e l ig ious  s e rv i ce s ,  pe r iod i ca l l y ,  fo r  the
sca t t e r ed  f ami l i e s  in a f i ve  mi le  a r ea .  Many German Ca tho l i c
f ami l i e s  had  se t t l ed  nea r  S t .  Jo seph ’ s ,  i t  being nea r  t he  o ld  fo r t
of  F t .  Recove ry .  Ret rac ing  h i s  l i ne  o f  d i rect ion he  loca ted  t he
th i rd  newly  cons t ruc t ed  un i t ,  a s i s t e r s '  convent  w i th  a chapel
and adjacent  home for  a p r i e s t  o r  two .  This had been named
Greenwood, (Gruenenwald)  because  o f  t he  beau t i fu l  g reen  environ-
ment  . The near -by  Maria Ste in  convent  was  a we l l  e s t ab l i shed
re l ig ious  cen te r  o f  subs t an t i a l  b r i ck  bu i ld ings ,  and was  no t
on ly  t he  Motherhouse o f  the s i s t e r s  bu t  a l so  t he  Seminary fo r
the training o f  p r i e s t s .

Mary ,  s i s t e r  of Adam, a l so  o f  mar r i ageab le  age and pe r -
haps  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  t he  fu ture  of a po t en t i a l  f ami ly ,  studying
the  face of  l tex, exc la imed,  "But  w i l l  there  be  su f f i c i en t
p r i e s t s  to provide re l ig ious  se rv ices  for the  many fami l i es
i so l a t ed  and sca t t e r ed  ove r  these  many mi l e s?”  Max was qu ick
to respond ,  " Jus t  l a s t  year  t h ree  young men ,  mature  German s tu -
den t s ,  Homburger,  Kunkier  and  Schwe i t ze r ,  were ordained here a t
Maria Ste in  by Bishop  Pu rce l l ,  and  wi th in  a year o r  two Pe t e r
Wi lhe lmi  and  Wi l l i ba ld  Wi l l i  w i l l  be  o rda ined . ”

I t  appeared t ha t  t he  Se i t z  f ami ly  knew much about  the  o r -
gan iza t i on  of the s i s t e r s  and  the  du t i e s  and  func t ions  o f  the
p r i e s t s :  t he  s i s t e r s  p rov ided  the  r e l i g ious  and  secu l a r  edu-
ca t ion  o f  the ch i ld r en ,  wh i l e  t he  p r i e s t s  who had had  European
t r a in ing  were  to i n s t ruc t  and  p repa re  young p r i e s t l y  cand ida t e s ,
and  b ro the r s  fo r  o rd ina t ion  . In add i t i on  t o  t he  r e l i g ious
du t i e s  a t  t he  convent  cen t e r s ,  the  p r i e s t s  were  to provide r e -
l i g ious  s e rv i ce s ,  once  each  mon th ,  t o  the  many ou t ly ing  s e t t l e -
men t s  in t he  a r ea .  The s i s t e r s ,  nea r ly  200 s t rong ,  and

25



apportioned to the  va r ious  conven t s ,  we re  d i r ec t ed  by  a leader
who in turn was  subject  to the  MDther Superior a t  the  Mother
House .  S i s t e r s ,  o the r  than t eache r s ,  caring for  the  chores  on
the f a rm,  found the i r  t a sks  very t ed ious ,  hard pu t ,  and  long
su f f e r ing .  The i r  work inc luded  the care  of  the l i ve  s tock ,
s tor ing hay  and g ra in  for f eed  in t he  w in t e r ,  ha rves t ing  p roduce ,
vege tab le s  and  o the r  e s sen t i a l  foods for  t he  r e f ec to ry ,  and
prov ide  laundry services fo r  a l l .

B ro the r s ,  s emina r i e s  and p r i e s t s  performed r e l i g ious  ser -
v i ce s  a t  Mar ia  S t e in  and  nearby  sma l l  s e t t l emen t s .  C lo th ing ,
r e l i g ious  a r t i c l e s ,  and  t r ave l  were  provided  by the  s i s t e r s  who
in r ea l i t y  cont ro l led  t he  purse  s t r i ngs  and the  a s se t s  o f  t he
two soc i e t i e s .  The two groups o f  r e l i g ious  were  we l l  o rgan ized  ,
very r e l i g ious ,  and  based  on the  o ld  monas t i c  ru l e s  o f  monas -
t e r i e s  i n  Europe .  The s i s t e r s  i n t roduced  a perpe  t ua  1 v ig i l ance  ,
day  and n igh t ,  be fo re  the B le s sed  Sac ramen t .  Th i s  r e l i g ious
sp i r i t ua l  p r ac t i ce  has  con t inued  now for more t han  100 yea r s
and  i s  a consc i en t ious  exerc ise  o f  t he  Orde r .

Since  t he  Se i t z  home was  a sho r t  d i s t ance  f rom the  cen-
ten» Max had been  of much a s s i s t ance  to t he  s i s t e r s  in a id ing
them in  t he i r  farm work ,  thereby  c rea t ing  a very f r iendly  a t -
mosphere w i th  the  Supe r io r .  She in formed  h im o f  l and  dea l ings
occas iona l ly  and tha t  she and Father  Brunner in tended  to pu r -
chase  a 550 ac re  farm from a Mr.  Himmelgam, loca ted  about ha l f -
way between the  l i t t l e  miss ion  cen te r  of  S t .  Henry and the  cen-
te r  o f  S t .  Joseph .  As u sua l ,  she i n t ima ted  to h im tha t  a
school  and  conven t ,  housing a t  l e a s t  50 s i s t e r s ,  would  be  under
cons t ruc t ion  w i th in  a year  i f  pu rchased .

The  Mother  Super ior ,  appoin ted  by Mother  Brunner  and he r
son to f inance  the  Soc i e ty ,  was  a rugged ind iv idua l ,  exper-
iencing many hardships  in the  o ld  wor ld .  She ,  aiding Mother
Brunner in the  f inancing o f  the household  a t  the  o ld  ca s t l e  and
the  encounte rs  w i th  t he  Swis s  Government ,  helped her  i n  meet ing
the  p rob lems  in  the  w i lde rnes s .  I t  i s  ha rd ly  a g r ea t  surpr ise
tha t  she  a s  a horse-woman in  her  you th ,  now,  t ravel ing  f rom
convent  to conven t ,  speaking wi th  the  o ld  and new se t t l e r s ,
wou ld  f ind  her  ac t i v i t i e s  l e s s  than a ha rdsh ip .  She  gave  con-
s ide rab l e  a t t en t ion  to the  r ecen t ly  r eg i s t e red  Ca tho l i c  German
fami l i e s  who were  purchas ing  l a rge  t r ac t s  of  80 o r  more ac re s
in t he  w i ld  coun t ry  of  Mercer and  Aug la i ze  coun t i e s .

I t  shou ld  be no t ed  t ha t  p r i e s t s  a t  Maria S t e in  were  con-
duc t ing  r e l i g ious  s e rv i ce s ,  mon th ly ,  i n  t he  sma l l  s e t t l emen t s
o f  S t .  Rose ,  Cas se l l a ,  and  S t .  Henry ,  bu t  w i th  t he  in f lux  o f
Ca tho l i c  f ami l i e s  Wes t ,  Nor th ,  and South  o f  S t .  Henry,  Fa the r
Brunner and  the  Mothe r  Supe r io r ,  saw the  need for  ano the r  con-
ven t  cen t e r ,  s choo l ,  and perhaps a s emina ry  in the  a r ea  o f  the
proposed new pu rchase .

Acres  of rol l ing , heavy wooded land were  being purchased
from $5  to $20  per  acre  from the  f ron t i e r smen  of Pennsy lvan ia ,
V i rg in i a  and Kentucky by Ca tho l i c  German immigran t s .  The o ld
pioneer s e t t l e r s  came here  a f t e r  the Indian t r ea ty ,  c lear ing a
smal l  space only  and cons t ruc t ing  hard ly  a l ivab le  log hu t .  I t
i s  no t  surpris ing to f ind  these  adventurous  men wi th  a few go ld
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do l l a r s  to move on and explore new f ron t i e r s  fa r ther  wes t .  The
g rea t  fo r e s t s  o f  oak ,  wa lnu t ,  buckeye ,  sycamore ,  h i cko ry ,  bu t -
t e rnu t  and many o the r  t r ee s  sp read  from wes te rn  Pennsylvania
through Ohio to Indiana and I l l inois .  I t  was claimed tha t  a
squ i r r e l  cou ld  travel from the Appalachian Mountains  to I l l inois
wi thout  leaving the  t ree  tops .

Hundreds o f  European immigrants  i n  t he  l a t t e r  ha l f  o f  the
19 th  Cen tu ry  purchased  th i s  f ron t ie r  l and  from these  hardy p io -
nee r s ,  cut  t he  fo re s t ,  burned them,  and used  wha t  t imber  was
necessary  to bu i ld  the i r  log homes and sheds .  If the land was
we t  they dra ined,  ditched and d iked .  If  t he  land was  strewn
wi th  boulders ,  the farmer and h i s  f ami ly ,  in t ime ,  ga the red  the
stones from the f ie lds  on " s tone  boa t s , "  dragged them to a
fence  row thus  marking off  h i s  f i e ld s .  These  s tone - f ence  ru in s
record t he  endless  t o i l  of t he se  immigrants.  Droughts ,  hur r i -
canes ,  f l oods ,  ea r ly  and  l a t e  f ro s t s ,  dus t  s t o rms ,  plagues  o f
c r i cke t s ,  g rasshoppers ,  and locus t s ,  low p r i ce s ,  smal l  g ra in
re tu rns ,  and  Indian conf l i c t s  sometimes checked but never s top -
ped the wes t e rn  movement in to  Ohio ,  Indiana ,  and  I l l i no i s
country  .

Max cont inued to r e l a t e  h i s  conversat ion wi th  the Mother
Superior s i nce  i t  was  only r ecen t ly  t ha t  Fa ther  Brunner had met
Mr.  Himmelgarn a t  h i s  homestead and  of  the po ten t i a l  s a l e .  To
encourage a s a l e ,  Fa the r  Brunner had informed Mr. Himmelgarn,
i f  pu rchased ,  he  would  name i t  ' Himmelgar ten Conven t , '  for he
was  p l ea sed  wi th  the l oca t ion  o f  t he  many c l ea red  ac re s ,  ga r -
den ,  orchard and the  two log cab ins .  Subsequent ly ,  he  invi ted
the  Mother Superior to v i s i t  the  a r ea .

I t  appears that  she  had no d i f f icul ty  on her recent
journey to S t .  Josephs Center  i n  locat ing the  farm and  mee t ing
Mr.  Himmelgarn.  He to ld  her of h i s  pa s t  yea r s ,  had found con -
t en tmen t  in the so l i t ude  o f  na tu re  bu t  d i s l iked  to be hemmed-
in by more ne ighbor s .  In f ac t ,  he thought h i s  house was haunt-
ed ,  and,  now tha t  he  was beyond the prime o f  l i f e ,  he in t ima ted
that  if deeded to the  Society i t  would be  more o f  a g i f t  than
a purchase .

Mr .  Himmelgarn had known Mr .  Egar ,  a ne ighbor ,  ha l f  a
mile South in the bush  and owner of 40 ac r e s  on the bank of the
Wabash R ive r .  In pa s t  conversation w i th  Mr.  Egar he learned
tha t  he had been a bricklayer in h i s  youth in Connec t i cu t ,  knew
the p roces s  o f  burning clay in to  ha rd  b r i cks ,  and r e l a t ed  t he
fact t ha t  the cons i s t ency  of  the c l ay  a t  the River wou ld  be
exce l len t  ma te r i a l  for  t he  cons t ruc t ion  o f  b r i ck  bu i ld ings .
The Mother Superior sa id  t ha t  she  was de l igh t ed  in hearing t h i s
from Mr. Himmelgarn for she and  Fa the r  Brunner cou ld  now an t i -
c ipate  i n  building a subs tan t ia l  br ick  convent  i n  the  fu tu re ,
when purchased .  Mr .  Himmelgarn had also sugges t ed  t o  the  s i s -
t e r  t ha t  th i s  pa r t l y  c l ea red  40  acres  of  Mr.  Egar would be  a
su i t ab l e  homes tead  fo r  an  immigran t  f ami ly  s ince  he had lo s t
h i s  wife  recent ly  and  would  be  w i l l i ng  to se l l  i t .  I t  can be
said t ha t  Max re told  th i s  conversat ion o f  h i s ,  w i th  much em-
phasis  and  at  the same time sugges ted  t ha t  they v i s i t  t he  farm
of  Mr.  Ega r .
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For  t he  f ami ly  and  v i s i t o r s  t ime s tood  s t i l l  and the  once
la rge  log i n  t he  f i r ep l ace  was  a bed  o f  glO'Wing red  coa l s ,  f a s t
wh i t en ing .  Max found two huge  knots  o f  oak  and upon heaving
them in to  the l a rge  s tone  open hea r th  for  an a l l  n igh t ' s  com-
fo r t ,  s a id  to h i s  f a the r ,  ’’Would i t  be  we l l  for  John Adam and
me to i nves t i ga t e  th is  ac reage  of  Mr.  Ega r?"  "Yes , "  repl ied
the f a the r .  "Do so be fo re  going to Ce l ina . "  I t  was  agreed  the
two young men wou ld  s t a r t  f o r  th i s  p l ace  in the morning s ince
i t s  loca t ion  was mos t  de s i r ab l e ,  being ad jacen t  and  nea r  the
new convent i f  the 550 acre  farm be  purchased  by the  p r i e s t s
and  s i s t e r s .

The moment approached to f ind  lodging for t he  addi t iona l
fou r .  In sp i t e  of the  crowded and l imi ted  ava i l ab l e  f l oo r
space ,  a l l  found a way o f  sharing a p lace  for the n igh t .  For -
tuna t e ly ,  t he  v i s i t o r s  had  not d i scarded  e s sen t i a l  bed cover-
ings  o f  s imp le  woolen b l anke t s  and cove r l e t s ,  t hus  provid ing
bo th ,  ma t t r e s se s  and cove r ings  for  some on the  f i r s t  f l oo r  to
be  shared  w i th  o the r s  on t he  a t t i c  f l oo r  above .  The mo the r ,
moving abou t ,  mindful  of  the comfort of  a l l ,  wen t  to bed on the
lounge  nea r  midn igh t .  Rol l ing  he r se l f  in temporary  bed  c lo thes
she wen t  to s l eep  j u s t  a s  t he  l a s t  b i t  of  candle f l ickered  b lue  ,
deep in i t s  b r a s s  socke t ,  sending up a f a s t - f ad ing  wi sp  o f
smoke .

The pos s ib i l i t y  o f  remaining wi th  t he  fami ly  for a few
days was  h igh ly  encouraging to the  fou r  s ince  the  t h r ee  g i r l s
could  v i s i t  t he  nearby Maria  S te in  Convent  wh i l e  Max and  Adam
would  be  on  the i r  journey in  the morn ing .

The next  morning the  sun  broke the  horizon wi th  an ocean
of r ed ,  predict ing a pos s ib l e  r a iny  day .  However ,  w i th in  an
hour the  low - ly ing  fog disappeared and the  wes t  wind blew the
rain c louds  to the  Eas t .  Max sa id  t ha t  t hey  could expect  days
l i ke  t h i s  a t  t h i s  t ime  o f  t he  yea r .  The f ami ly  ag reed  tha t  the
young men should be  on the i r  way  a f t e r  a breakfas t  o f  corn-
cakes ,  honey ,  and cured ham.

The sun was  now in fu l l  v i ew,  spreading i t s  warmth  and
crea t ing  a pungent  odo r ,  cha rac t e r i s t i c  o f  decadent wood .
Leaving the  home and pas s ing  the  convent bu i ld ings ,  they  t r av -
eled South ove r  a rough  fo re s t  r oad ,  bu t  we l l  r u t t ed ,  toward
S t .  John ,  a quar ter -mi  l e  away .  Turning Wes t  they  con t inued  on
a s imi l a r  g r a s s  -covered rough t r a i l  wh ich  led  them to  S t .  Rose ,
two mi l e s  to t he  r i gh t .  In the s t r e t ch  o f  the f i r s t  m i l e ,  deep
in the  fo re s t ,  though rods from each o the r ,  homes teads  t o  Drees  ,
Go t t emol l e r ,  Lang ,  and  Lochte fe ld  had been po in ted  ou t  to Adam.
In a nea t  bu t  small  c l ea r ing  was  t he  v i l l age ,  cons is t ing  o f  a
few log houses ,  surrounding a log church  wi th  a s lender wa lnu t
s t eep l e .  In ano the r  two mi l e s ,  pa s s ing  homes t eads  o f  Ha r t i ng ,
S t e l ze r  and  Wi r t z ,  t hey  en t e r ed  an unplanned c lea r ing  o f  an
ac re  o r  more  which  cons i s t ed ,  in add i t i on  to a sma l l  l og  chu rch ,
c lu s t e r s  o f  log houses ,  a b l acksmi th  and  wagon -maker ’ s shop ,
and  a smal l  g roce ry .  I t  had  been  named 'Cas se l l a , '  f rom the
German Cappe l l a .  (The  ge rman  scrip o f  the  l e t t e r  ’p '  was  wr i t -
t en  s imi l a r ly  ‘ t o  the  l e t t e r  ’ s ’ . )

Approximate ly  one -ha l f  m i l e  Sou th  o f  t h i s  sma l l  s e t t l emen t
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was the Convent o f  'Gruenewald '  , so named by Father Brunner in
memory o f  a pi lgrimage shrine in A l sace .  I t  was  bui l t  of red
brick in a dense,  green fo re s t ,  truly describing the  name i t
was  g iven .  Cons t ruc t ion  of the  bu i ld ings  had not  been com-
p le ted  but  af ter  1851 ,  i t  housed three p r i e s t s  and many s is ters
who recently came to America a f te r  abandoning the Loewehberg
Cas t l e  i n  Swi t ze r l and .

After  pass ing  beyond these p l aces  they s tar ted in a wes t -
er ly  d i rec t ion ,  over  a so r t  o f  z ig -zag ,  unbroken t r a i l ,  a
h ide -and - seek ,  s top-and-go a f f a i r ,  comple t e ly  overgrown wi th
weed t rees .  Obs t ruc t ing  their pa th  were o ld  dead t r ee  trunks and
s tumps.  Due to the none-use  of t h i s  one-time footpath to S t .
Henry they  encountered  d i f f i cu l t  t r ave l  i n  keeping on  the t r a i l
bu t  w i th  ffax's f ron t i e r  exper iences  t hey  came to t he  v i l l age  o f
S t .  Henry w i th in  an hou r .  The o ld  mi l i t a ry  road ( Ind i an  Bound-
ary L ine ) ,  had been carrying l im i t ed  t ranspor ta t ion  o f  farm
produce  and an ima l s  from the  Wes t e rn  a r ea  t o  t he  canal po r t  of
Mins ter  .

S t .  Henry had  been la id  ou t  in lo t s  in 1837 ,  by Romer
Bro the r s ,  Beckman and Bruns .  The Romer Brothers had e s t ab -
l ished a log t rading post  about  1838 ,  carting merchandise and
dry grocer ies  from Cincinnati to th is  a rea  and ba r t e red  for
fu r s  and  farm produce among the  s e t t l e r s .  Transpor ta t ion  be -
fore  the complet ion of the E r i e  Canal  had been by horse  and
wagon .  The Romer Clan owned many ac re s  of unc l ea red ,  heavy
forest  land in  a l l  direct ions about  the v i l lage  of S t .  Henry.
Bruns  had  bu i l t  the second cabin i n  the v i l l age ,  acqui red  many
ac res  of f o r e s t l and  and a lso  had  a thriving business  a s  a black-
smith and wagon maker .  Henry Beckman, i n  addi t ion  to owning
land ,  operated a s tore  of  g rocer ies ,  books,  no t ions ,  medic ine ,
and had an agency for sewing machines .  Two small  log s to res ,
owned by Mi l l e r  and Bany provided additional marketing and ba r -
tering services for  the s e t t l e r s .

The miss ion  had been e s t ab l i shed  by the Precious B lood
Soc ie ty  wh ich  was v i s i t ed  once  a month by a p r i e s t  from the
Gruenewald Convent a f t e r  1851 ,  w i th  pe r iod ic  re l ig ious  s e rv i ce s
in  t he  log chu rch .

In the ha l f  -hour o f  gos s ip  w i th  the s e t t l e r s ,  Max and
Adam learned of  the locat ion of the  homesteads o f  another  Romer
family and Borgerding homestead to the South and were  informed
tha t  a couple by the name o f  Franz Moorman came to t he  area
recen t ly  by way  o f  t he  cana l  from Cincinnati  and  had  purchased
acreage  nea r  the two f ami l i e s .

Adam and Max now headed West  on a more worn ,  two-wheeled
wagon t r a i l .  As t hey  pas sed  the log house  and  shed o f  S t augh le r ,
Max turned to Adam and sa id ,  "We are on our way to the center
of S t .  Joseph and in another  two mi l e s  we should pas s  t he  home-
s t ead  o f  Mr .  Himmelgarn .”  After  jogging down th i s  s tump-free,
narrow-gauge road for  some t ime  they sp ied  the  two log houses ,
garden,  o rcha rd  and cu l t iva ted  land that the Mother  Superior
re fe r red  to a s  t he  fu tu re  home of t he  Himmelgar ten  Conven t .

Adjacent  to the log hou ses of Mr . Himmelgarn a ques t ionable
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pa th  to t he  South  toward the  r i ve r  came in to  v i ew .  I t  ap -
peared  to be  an obso l e t e  and  unbroken foot  and  ho r se  t r a i l .  I t
mus t  have  been an o ld  Ind i an  pa th  many moons ago tha t  l ed  to
the Ind ian  Boundary Line a m i l e  beyond .  A rough mi l i t a ry  road
cut  through the  fo re s t  by soldiers  be fore  1800 ind ica t ed  the
Line and  a l so  provided a marching rou te  fo r  the so ld ie r s  going
from Fort Recovery to Fbr t  Lo ramie.

Max and Adam seeing th i s  pa th ,  vee red  to t he  l e f t  and  fo l -
lowed i t ,  now near ly  hidden wi th  v ines  and sma l l  b rush .  They
z ig -zagged  r igh t  and l e f t ,  dodging the  uncut  t r ee s .  The t r a i l
directed them through patches  o f  may-app le s ,  making a so l i d
ca rpe t  in the  woods .  Nearby were  dense ly  popu la ted  thorned
blackberry  shrubs t ha t  were  shooting up wh i t e  b lossoms  and pa l e
g reen  be r r i e s .  The b r igh t  sun-s t reaked  fo l i age  o f  oak  and
beach overhead  colored t he  ca rpe t  w i th  a b lanket  o f  va r iga t ed
g reens .  Bo thmen  became consc ious  of  the nea rness  of  Mr .  Ega r ' s
f a rm.  S imu l t aneous ly ,  a second obse rva t ion  t o  the  r i gh t  ou t -
l i ned  a t r ee - c l ea red  pa t ch  and  log house  of f  in the deep fo re s t
o f  t a l l  wa lnu t s  and oaks ,  ha rd ly  a qua r t e r  o f  a m i l e  from the
r ive rbank .  Continuing the i r  journey to  t he  r iver  a t r ee l e s s
h i l l ock  of gen t ly  s loping s ides  on  t he  riverbank came in to  v iew
on  the i r  r i gh t .  On i t  were  a ha l f -dozen  g rave  marke r s ,  i nd i -
ca t i ng  i t  to be  a pioneer  g r aveya rd ,  the r e s t ing  p l ace  o f  t he
deceased  members of  an ea r l i e r  p ioneer  f ami ly .

A much deserved  r e s t  a t  midday for  both  r i de r s  and ho r se s
gave  them the oppor tun i ty  of examining the  g raves tones .  One
heaped-up s i t e ,  g r a s s l e s s ,  covered w i th  l eaves  o f  the  fo re s t
had  a yel low b looming  ro se  s tock  a t  i t s  head .  Gaz ing  about
they had no d i f f i cu l ty  in no t ing  a we l l -bea t en  pa th  toward Mr.
Ega r ' s  homestead which  they fo l l owed .  Each r ider  on foo t ,
guiding h i s  ho r se  down the  pa th  o f  overhanging fo l i age ,  ap -
peared anxious to l oca t e  the home o f  Mr.  Egar which  cons i s ted
o f  a log house  and a nearby shed .

Walking laboriously down th is  mys t e r ious ,  b rush - l i ned
t r a i l  they came to t he  homes tead  wi th in  a few minu te s ,  l oca t ed
on a s tump-c lea red  ac re ,  enclosed and comple te ly  surrounded by
a fence  of sp l i t  s ap l ings .  Following a pa th  t ha t  enc i rc led  t he
c lea red  and  fenced- in  ya rd ,  they  found  a d iminu t ive  one -and -
one-ha l f  s t o ry  log house .  I t s  d i s t i nc t i ve  ru s t i c  appearance of
grey-wea the red ,  hand-hewn,  adzed  logs ,  chinked wi th  da rk  b l ack
c l ay ,  was  enhanced by many l a rge  t r ee s  surrounding i t .  From a
huge s tone  ch imney  a t  one  end  cu r l ed  a f a in t  g r ay  of  f r ag ran t
wood smoke ,  wh i l e  a r a i s ed  po rch  a t  t he  en t r ance  o f  t he  one
centered  door  boas t ed  a f ew ,  sma l l ,  sp l i t - bo t tom cha i r s ,  s e t  a t
random.  On the  l e f t  o f  the c l ea r ing  adjoining an an ima l  enc lo -
su re ,  s tood  a t h r ee - s ided  log shed  for an ima l s .  As  t hey  ap-
p roached ,  now l a t e  i n  t he  morn ing ,  t hey  spied an  e lde r ly  man,
(ba re foo t ) ,  wear ing  a homespun ,  rough ly  t ex tu red  b louse  w i th  an
open neck  and  ro l l ed -up  s l eeves .  His th inning ha i r ,  shaggy
bea rd ,  ha l f - c lo sed  eyes  and  l ea the ry  deep ly  e t ched  f ace ,  r e -
minded  one  t ha t  na tu re  had  t aken  i t s  t o l l  of  hacking -down b rush
and  weed t r ee s ,  no t  to fo rge t  t he  end le s s  grubbing o f  roo t s  i n
cu l t i va t i ng  a few ac re s  for whea t ,  r ye ,  oa t s  and  hay .  These
men ia l  t a sks  . b r i e f  l y  , summed-up the  cause  o f  phys i ca l  cha rac -
t e r i s t i c s  o f  many f ron t i e r smen .
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Mr.  Owen Egar, an or ig ina l  se t t ler  from Connect icut ,  came by
way of Pennsylvania,  V i rg in i a ,  and Kentucky in to  the va l l ey  o f
the Wabash about 1820 .  Years of  the flooded waters  of  the
Wabash,  covering hundreds o f  ac r e s ,  le f t  their mark of  huge
fo re s t s  of oak ,  beech ,  walnut ,  and elm upon this  va l ley .

Upon the i r  approach Max and  Adam, were  surprised t o  no t e
the  ca lmness  of  his  manner  in bidding them welcome.  To him
they were f r i ends ,  sharing the diff icult ies which he had re-
cen t ly  exper ienced.  Not surpr is ingly  he w i th  a thick gu t tu r a l
voice sa id ,  " I t  i s  kind o f  you to v i s i t  me now that  my wife i s
no longe r  w i th  me .  I bu r i ed  her  in t he  new g rave  on the h i l l . ”
Max in a no t e  o f  sympathy sa id ,  "Yes ,  we  saw the new g rave  and
wish  to express our condo lence . "  He cont inued,  "A Catholic
s i s t e r ,  who may purchase the farm o f  Mr.  Himmelgarn informed us
tha t  you were  in te res ted  i n  going back to Connec t i cu t . "  Gazing
in t en t ly  i n to  space ,  Mr .  Egar mused ,  " I  have loved  th i s  coun-
t ry  and  working wi th  na tu re ,  bu t ,  now being alone and 60  yea r s
o ld ,  I should go Eas t  and  l ive w i th  my son .  Yes ,  I am in t e re s t -
ed in selling my hal f  -c leared fa rm,  my an imals  and farm too l s . "

After  scanning the  ac reage  of c leared l eve l  land and the
thick untouched fo res t  of 20 ac r e s ,  terminating a t  the bank o f
the Wabash ,  Max and Adam returned to t he  house  within  an hou r .
Passing the shed and corral  they no t ed  tha t  he owned two hor-
se s ,  a few ca t t l e ,  a ha l f -dozen  sheep ,  and some chickens and
p igs .  The view to the left  o f  the  log house  pictured a matured
orchard o f  app le  and peach t rees  already in b loom wi th  a few
random colonies  o f  bees  underneath.  The garden,  adjacent  to
the house on the r i gh t ,  newly spaded for spring p l an t ing ,  com-
p le ted  the se t t ing  o f  a desirable  vine-covered log s t ruc tu re .
Entering through the centered heavy door-jamb they came into
the  lower  f loor  and noted t he  stone f i replace  and l imited
household appur tenances .  The only interior l ight  i n  the cab in ,
summer and win t e r ,  came through a window on  the  r ight  and the
open doo r .  Angling i n to  the room they brushed their heads
aga ins t  herbs and on ions ,  hanging from the low log beams .  The
rough  furnishings cons i s t ed  o f  a p la in  wood table with a h inged
bench o f  rough-  sawn oak ,  worn i n  p l aces  to a dark b l ack  and
hacked wi th  a knife and  hobnai led  boo t s .  A couple o f  s t oo l s ,
wooden baske t ,  oaken wa te r  bucke t ,  and  cooking u t ens i l s  con-
cluded the few e s sen t i a l s .  The ladder-like narrow stairway led
to  t he  middle  of t he  r a f t e r ed  a t t i c  above wh ich  was  d iv ided in -
to two rooms . The one  , t he  sleeping room , con tained a low
wooden bed  roped wi th  unmeasured ,  bu lg ing ,  huge kno t s  along
each supporting beam,  and a sp l i t  bo t tom chair nea rby .  A few
rounded pegs ,  protruding from the  chinked log wa l l ,  provided
s tuds  for quickly  cas t -of f  c lo th ing .  The second room was  a
ca t ch -a l l  and g ra in - s to rage  one ,  t hus  protec t ing  the precious
seed and food from des t roying roden t s .

Max and Adam, twist ing thei r  bulky frames and wi th  back-
ward s t eps ,  descended the  narrow,  rough ,  unpatted s t a i r - t r eads
to the lower floor .

The en t rance  door  and  one  on ly ,  was pro tec ted  by a s t r aw-
covered pole-extension porch ,  thereby providing a pleasant spot
for an  afternoon of  well-deserved repose ,  a s  well a s  an exterior
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cover ing  aga ins t  r a in  and  snow.  The t h r ee  1 s i t t i ng  on the  edge
of t he  s l i gh t ly  e l eva t ed  porch ,  legs  dangling w i th  an occas ion -
a l  swinging mot ion ,  and conven ien t ly  she l t e r ed  from the  b l az ing
sun ,  enjoyed a p leasant  hour  in r e l a t i ng  their  pe rsona l  exper -
i ences  .

Unquest ionably , Adam was  eager  to l ea rn  of  the pioneer
experiences o f  Mr.  Egar in his ea r ly  years  o f  t ravel  from the
Eas t ,  a l l  t r ans la t ed  in to  German by Max. I t  appeared the p io -
neers  a f t e r  coming into Kentucky fo l lowed  the  o ld  t r a i l  o f
Daniel Boone to C inc inna t i ,  wh ich  a t  t ha t  t ime was  a town of
25 ,000  o r  more .  The wel l - informed Land Off ice  i n  Cincinnati
had  dea l t  in the se l l ing  o f  l a rge  t r ac t s  of land o f  indef in i t e
bounda r i e s ,  gua ran teed  by  wr i t s  and s igned  by  Pres iden t  Madison
The nor thern  Ohio t e r r i to ry  which included Celina , came under
the area t ha t  l ies  between the  Indian  Boundary Line and Lake
Er i e .  Specu la t ive  land agen t s  were  in s t rumen ta l  in se l l ing
sma l l  and  l a rge  acreage  to ea r ly  ea s t e rn  s e t t l e r s  i n  Mercer and
near-by coun t i e s .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,  Mr .  Egar  had  been ab l e  to pur -
chase  h i s  small  ac reage  o f  40 ac re s  from an owner o f  a s ec t i on
o f  l and  lying on  the no r th  s ide  o f  t he  Wabash .  He sa id  he had
purchased  the  horses  from Indians  and had no d i f f i cu l ty  in ob -
t a in ing  s eeds ,  po t a toes  and corn  for  p l an t ing  from, friendly
Indians who had  been  a l l owed  to con t inue  squa t t i ng  on  unse t t l ed
o r  unoccupied w i lde rnes s .  Wi th  the  a id  o f  some Indians he was
ab le  to bu i ld  a crude she l t e r  for  pro tec t ion  and l i ved  through
the  f i r s t  yea r  from garden produce and mea t  o f  wi ld  game tha t
roamed a l l  abou t .

Mr .  Egar  was  we l l  a cqu ian t ed  w i th  t he  mi l i t a ry  road on
the  Indian boundary Line a s  we l l  a s  t he  meaning o f  i t  before
1800 .  He sa id  t ha t  i n  sp i te  o f  the ex tens ion  of  the boundary
fu r the r  to t he  Nor th ,  l imiting t he  t e r r i t o ry  o f  the  Indians ,
f r iendly  re la t ions  be tween them and the s e t t l e r s  existed and
many o f  them continued to l ive  i n  the  a r ea .  The o ld  mi l i t a ry
road was  a half-mile South  o f  t he  Wabash River and passab le  for
wagons except in t he  ear ly  spring when wa te r  wou ld  cover a bog
area  o f  cranberries about  s i x  mi l e s  Eas t .  A be t t e r  e s t ab l i shed
corduroy road of  sapl ings had been bu i l t  by  t he  government
which cont inued toward Mins te r  and F t .  Loramie .  The improve-
ment o f  the  road a l lowed him and o the r  s e t t l e r s ,  a t  ce r ta in
pe r iods  o f  the  yea r ,  to pu rchase  l i ve  animals  and to ba r t e r
wi th  o the r  pioneers and  bus ines ses  near  the  canal a r ea .  Max,
having  l i ved  in the  s emi -c l ea red  f ron t i e r  the pas t  t en  yea r s
r ea l i zed  these  conveniences and  how ce r t a in  improvements  had
be t t e r ed  the l i ves  of  the  immigrants  in the wes t e rn  part  o f
Ohio .

Mr .  Ega r ,  a f t e r  hea r ing  t he  exper iences  o f  Adam in  A l -
sace ,  h i s  journey from Europe and  h i s  i n t e r e s t  in acqui r ing
land  for a permanent  home, became very en thus i a s t i c  in con t r ac t -
ing a l and  dea l  w i th  h im .  Upon fur ther  inquiry t he  v i s i t o r s
learned  tha t  Mr. Egar would consider  $20  per  acre  fo r  th is
pa r t l y  c l ea red  f a rm,  inc lud ing  the  house  and shed .  Max a f t e r
a qu i e t  German conversat ion w i th  Adam sa id  to Mr.  Ega r ,  "What
a homey p lace  you have  made he re  in the  bush ,  Adam, my f r i end ,
says tha t  he and h i s  t h r ee  s i s t e r s  cou ld  be happy he re  thereby
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fulfilling t he i r  dreams , and  would  cont inue to improve what
you have begun . "  Adam interrupted Max by  say ing ,  "Bu t ,  we  need
an ima l s  and farm too ls  and we  a r e  no t  ab l e  f i nanc i a l l y  to pu r -
chase  the land and o the r  farm neces s i t i e s  a t  t ha t  p r i ce . "  Mr.
Ega r ,  recognizing the thoughts of  Adam, giving a qu i ck  sidelong
glance a t  both s a id ,  "To re turn  to Connecticut I need  the money
and shou ld  have  fu l l  payment  s ince  I have  no r e l a t i ve s  he re .
Perhaps your f ami ly ,  Max, could  help t hem."

In the discussion t ha t  followed between Adam and Max i t
was  decided tha t  the  problem o f  purchasing the l and  oould  be
so lved  since Adam and h i s  s i s t e r s  had s l i gh t ly  more than the
purchase p r i ce .  Max wi th  hes i t a t ion  s a id ,  "Mr .  Ega , I be l ieve
my father  and mother wi l l  help w i th  tools and animals  or pro-
vide the money to purchase you r s . "

Mr .  Egar was well  aware of  the fact  tha t  t h i s  was  a rare
opporunity o f  disposing a l l  of  h i s  be long ings ,  and a f t e r
thoughtful del iberat ion,  decided tha t  $100 would be a fair
pr ice  for his  o ther  possess ions  i f  Adam would buy the  40  acres
a t  $20 per  ac re .  With  sca rce ly  any more t a lk  and d icker ing  on
the  p r i ce  o f  animals  and  too l s ,  i t  was  dec ided  tha t  the th ree
wou ld  mee t  a t  Cel ina  on t he  morrow a t  noon to  complete t he  deed
fo r  the purchase o f  l and .  Max,  being more a t  home wi th  and
knowing the  ways of s e t t l e r s ,  ended the conversation by say ing ,
"We wi l l  see  you in  Celina tomorrow and g ive  you the money for
the  f a rm.  Tbnight we  wi l l  g ive  the  family the de t a i l s  of  the
day and have my f a the r  and mother  decide about the an ima l s . "

Once they  were on the homeward journey they u rged  the
ho r se s  to a t r o t  i n  o rde r  t o  r each  the homes tead  ear ly  in t he
evening . Need les s  to say they were saddle-sore and  hungry up-
on a r r i va l ,  bu t  ve ry  exci ted t o  r e l a t e  t he  conversation o f  the
day .

During the  evening mea l ,  t he  members o f  each  fami ly  ac-
quired a deeper respect  for each o the r ,  t hus  developing a mutual
in t e r e s t  in the  welfare of  a l l .  The father,  learning more
about the financial abi l i ty of  the  fou r ,  proposed a so lu t ion .
He sa id ,  "Suppose Adam and tax ,  j o in t l y ,  buy the land,  each
have a ha l f  i n t e r e s t  w i th  t he  r i gh t  o f  Adam to purchase  t he
o the r  ha l f  ( a t  the same pr ice  pe r  ac r e ) ,  when f inancia l ly  ab l e ,
and buy the animals and tools a s  s t a t ed  by Mr .  Egar  and own
them ou t r igh t . "  This  was a ve ry  sa t i s fac tory  arrangement ,  thus
providing ex t ra  money for  the  four to begin  the new home.  The
Se i t z  family  had  no difficulty in f inancing Max ' s  in te res t  in
the land .

The fol lowing morning,  a beau t i fu l  summer day in  July
1850 ,  t he  two t r ave l ed  no r th  on  a pa s sab l e  road wh ich  f ron t ed
the  Sh r ine  and  the o ld  homes t ead ,  d i rect ing them toward a fo rm-
e r  Indian v i l l age  of  Chickasaw. Going for  a sho r t  d i s t ance ,
they turned l e f t  and then r i gh t  which  brought them to a rough
cut  trail of  deep ,  ru t t ed  t r acks  i n to  t he  deep fo re s t  which
in f ac t  was  an a lmos t  impenet rable  w i lde rnes s .  In a half  hour
they approached  the  o ld  v i l l age  o f  Ch ickasaw,  now,  no longer  of
Ind ian  wigwams,  bu t  l a id  ou t  in square  l o t s .  There were  a few
log hu t s  in t e r spe r sed  among Indian wigwams. As they passed
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these Ind ian  t en t s ,  Indian women, t a l l ,  w i th  sharp bronze fea-
tures and dark eyes ,  looking p re t t y  in their b r igh t ly  s t r iped
b lanke t s ,  stepped ou t ,  seeking the cause  o f  barking dogs .

A few German fanners had  homesteads  surrounded by  ve ry
heavy fo res t  in the  four d i r ec t i ons  of t h i s  v i l l age .  Tb the
Eas t ,  South  and  West  were  t he  f ami l i e s  o f  Kreusch ,  Ka i se r  and
Greesup  whi le  the fami ly  o f  Ren tz  had loca t ed  about  a m i l e
Nor th  .

Leaving th i s  se t t l ement  t hey  t raveled for  hours  w i thou t
much change  in t he  type o f  road o r  the  w i lde rnes s .  In cu t t ing
th i s  t r a i l  westward toward Celina the  ea r ly  s e t t l e r s  had  been
ob l iged  to chop undergrowth and  f e l l  t r ee s  to move horses  and
wagons  and slip scrappers  fo r  the cons t ruc t ion  of  t he  r e se rvo i r .
Deer  i n  herds  o f  f i f ty  o r  more ,  unaf ra id  o f  man could be seen
in those  days .  Max and Adam a f t e r  pass ing  homesteads o f
Schwieterman and Klos terman,  approached the  vi l lage of Mon te -
zuma ,  s imilar  in s i ze  to Chickasaw. I t  con t a ined  the  homes o f
a few migrant families by the name o f  Long ,  Burge and  o the r s
from Kentucky ,  Southern Ohio and  Virginia who had  p lo t t ed  this
sma l l  former Indian se t t l ement  i n  1835 .  A Mr .  Win te r  s e t t l ed
here in 1836 and bu i l t  a large  two - s to ry  log  house ,  a kind o f
overnight  refuge for lodging and  d r ink .  I t  had  been sa id  t ha t
i t  was  a favori te  stopping p l ace  for a number o f  prominent
Indian Chiefs  who had been we l l  known in  Ohio h i s to ry :  Arm-
s t rong ,  Johnnycake and Oldhouse .  Mr .  Win te r ’ s  daugh te r ,  Mary ,
had no f ea r  o f  Indians ,  was  fami l i a r  w i th  t he  Indian d ia l ec t
and spoke i t  more readily than  her  mo the r  t ongue .

Leaving this  v i l l age  they  con t inued  to sk i r t  the sou th  and
wes t  bank  o f  t he  Cel ina  reservoir  . Fo r  an  hour  they to i led  along a
two -mile s t r e t ch ,  going from low to higher a reas  where the  road
bordered a number o f  sma l l ,  c l ea red  pa t ch - f i e ld s  containing a
log house  w i th  a l e an - to  pole  shed  open to t he  sou ths ide .  The
l ean - to  was  t he  s t ab l e  for  an ima l s  t ha t  we re  she l t e r ed  by  a
po le -covered  f loor above ,  heaped high wi th  feed  for the w in t e r .
This  kind o f  cons t ruc t ion ,  house  w i th  l ean - to  shed was  doing a
double du ty  by providing food  and  she l t e r  for the animals and
add i t i ona l  p ro t ec t i on  and  warmth  fo r  the family  in the  w in t e r .
Jus t  a few ya rds  t o  the r i gh t  was  a nar row s t r i p  of  cu l t i va t ed
land  wi th  markings of  yel low s tubb le s  where  whea t  had  grown .
To t he  l e f t  of  the  house  were  g rooves  of up tu rned  dark so i l ,
in te r laced  wi th  small  stumps which indicated the  a rea  o f  vege -
tab les  for the f ami ly .  German Cathol ic  f ami l i e s  of .Wirtz  and
Bil lerman,  had migrated here  ea r l i e r .  In spi te  o f  many d i f f i -
cu l t i e s  of bogs and puddles o f  wate r  t hese  German se t t l e r s
found high spo t s  o f  dry leve l  land for thei r  homes .  Each fami-
ly  l iving a goodly dis tance from the  o the r ,  were keen to mee t
Adam, one  from the old count ry .  The gr izz ly-ha i red ,  sunburnt
faces  of  the  men re f lec ted  good manner s ,  a good na tu re  and an
agreeab le  dispostion for work and ready to mee t  the  chal lenges
of f ron t ie r  l i f e .

Stagger ing  and lurching , the horses  eventual ly  b rough t
the  r i de r s  to the  higher road on  the wes t  s ide  of t he  wa te r .
The view from the  man-buil t  bank road was  t r ee l e s s  w i th  a va s t
expansion of wate r  o f  nea r ly  inundated t r ee  s tumps on  the r i gh t
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whi le  on the l e f t  there  was  a gradual descending slope from the
corduroyed roadbed to a fading dark jung le  of t rees  beyond.
Traveling here was more desirable on th is  s l igh t ly  improved
hard  roadway allowing Max and Adam to quicken their horses to a
t ro t ,  arriving in Celina abou t  noon .

For  Adam, visi t ing a county courthouse in the new world ,
was  a new experience. Cel ina  had been founded in 1834 by a Mr .
Ri ley  from the East  who named i t  af ter  a town in New York S t a t e  ,
Sa l i na  . In 1850 Celina contained 150 l o t s :  ha l f  o f  which were
occupied by homes ;  a ha l f -dozen  log s t o r e s ;  a ho t e l ,  E l l i s
House ;  a newspaper o f f i ce ,  Western S t anda rd ;  a physician Dr .
Hayes ;  a smal l  sawmill owned by Mr .  R i l ey ;  a brickyard managed
by  two neg roes ,  and a j a i l  and cou r thouse .

The old log cou r thouse ,  20 x 24 ,  o f  1835  had been  r e -
p laced  by a l a rge r  one o f  frame in  1849 .  While  the ou ts ide
s t ruc ture  and f i r s t  and  second f l oo r s  were complete,  workmen
were s t i l l  finishing the four rooms in  the  basement .  The bui ld-
ing  was  simple in s t ruc tu re  bu t  contained o f f i ce s  fo r  the
neces sa ry  admin i s t ra t ion  o f  a coun ty :  a room for  the t r ea su re r
and the r eco rde r ;  o f f i ce  of the judge and the cou r t ;  o f f i ce  of
the sheriff which entered i n to  the  j a i l ,  and off ices  on the
second floor for minor officials  .

The land dea l  wi th  Mr.  Egar was drafted i n  the office o f
the a t t o rney ,  Mr .  LeBlond,  and  a f te r  the  payment o f  $800 in
go ld  to Mr .  Egar by Max and Adam jo in t ly ,  the t ransact ion was
completed and each now had a ha l f  - i n t e r e s t  in the 40 ac re s .
Mr.  Egar and Adam agreed on the purchase p r i ce  of $100 for the
o the r  pos se s s ions .

The recording o f  the sale in the Book of  Records of  land
dea l s  and the  payment of  property  t ax  were experiences tha t  re-
mained stamped in the mind o f  Adam. It can be sa id  t ha t  he had
many s imi la r  l and  t ransact ions and o the r  financial deals  in t he
next fifty yea r s .

As  might be  expected,  Mr.  Egar was  eager to have  John
Adam and  h i s  s i s t e r s  take posses s ion  of  h i s  p rope r ty  immedia te -
ly .  The next day  wi th  t he  help of Max the  four moved the i r
pe r sona l  be long ings  and househo ld  and  k i tchen acces so r i e s  loan-
ed  by Mrs .  Sei tz  t o  the i r  f i r s t  log house in Amer ica .  I t  was
Max who a s s i s t ed  them in  every  i n s t ance  to make them comfort-
ab le  in the new surroundings .  Wi th in  a few days Max made i t
poss ib le  for Mr.  Egar to t r ave l  to Minster and embark on a
canal boa t  to Lake E r i e .  Crossing t he  lake to Buffalo  and on
a New York Canal to Albany,  he even tua l ly  reached h i s  dest ina-
t ion in Connec t icu t .

I t  comes as no surprise t ha t  Max was  more  than a v i s i t o r
the f i r s t  summer .  Simultaneously,  he  provided them wi th  much
needed advice  in solving some of the problems o f  frontier  l i f e ,
and i t  appeared tha t  he paid more than ample and fair  a t t en t ion
to Adam ' s  s i s t e r ,  Mary, who in no way discouraged h i s  cour t -
ship cour tesy .

Midsummer had a r r ived  and some of the growing season for
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vege tab les  had been  spen t .  For tuna te ly ,  t he  garden spo t ,
though s t i l l  agg rava t ed  by  sho r t ,  tough sucker-sprouts  and t ree
roo t s ,  provided food for  the f i r s t  yea r .  The p lo t  o f  r i ch ,
black d i r t  w i th  ample rain and  sunshine produced an  abundance
o f  green beans ,  l e t t uce ,  bee t s ,  ca r ro t s  and  pota toes  for t hem.
The heads o f  cabbage and o the r  slow growing vege tab le s  had  been
provided by the Se i t z  fami ly  and other  ne ighbors  . All  s e t t l e r s ,
having s imi la r  experiences and common problems in providing
food in the  f i r s t  yea r s ,  we re  eager to a s s i s t  and cont r ibu te
e s sen t i a l s .  Adam, w i th  the a s s i s t ance  o f  Max p lan ted  co rn ,
pumpkins and sugarcane in the  f i r s t  week  o f  July which  ma tu red
su f f i c i en t ly  i n  the  unusual  warm,  sunny days  of September and
in  the delayed f ro s t  weeks  o f  Oc tobe r .  That summer the  two
cons t ruc ted  a roo t  ce l l a r  wh ich  abu t t ed  t he  ou t s ide  wa l l  of  the
log house  a t  the  r ea r .  I t s  const ruct ion was  a heaped-up mound
of  ea r th  and  s t r aw ,  cone-shaped ,  t o  a he igh t  o f  seven fee t  a t
t he  peak .  Ex te rna l ly ,  i t  appeared to be  a roofed dugou t  w i th
s l an t ing  s t raw-covered  s ides  tha t  ended a t  t he  front  i n  a nea t
framework entrance,  which was  p ro t ec t ed  by  an i ron  -clamped
heavy  wooden door of  three  inch s ap l ings .  The in t e r io r  o f  i t
had  su f f i c i en t  f l oo r  space  for  t he  s to r age  of  ga rden  produce
and a t  t he  top were  overhanging po l e s  for cured mea t s  in the
win t e r .

The Se i t z  fami ly  was  the leader  in providing add i t i ona l
food s tu f f s ,  household i t ems ,  and in  organiz ing soc i a l  ga the r -
ings  to make the f i r s t  w in t e r  a comfor table  one  fo r  t hem.
Socia l  l i f e  on the  f ron t i e r  i s  something to be  des i r ed  which
was  suppl ied p r inc ipa l ly  i n  the fa l l  and winter  mon ths  by  them-
se lves ,  German people had  considered soc ia l  ga the r ings  o f  s i ng -
ing and dancing a s  pa r t  o f  a v i l l age  community l i f e ,  and these
se t t l e r s  and the i r  teenagers we re  de te rmined  to ca r ry  on  t he
European t radi t ion and cu l tu r e  i n  Amer i ca .  In the years  before
and  a f t e r  1850  the  farm home in t he  bush  country o f  Mercer  Coun-
ty was  a lmos t  a s e l f - con ta ined  un i t ,  fos ter ing  and  cont r ibut ing
to t he  soc i a l  and  re l ig ious  l i f e  of  the  community.

Adam and  his s i s t e r s  for t he  f i r s t  year  consumed very
l i t t l e  beyond  wha t  had  been produced in the  garden  and  on  the
cu l t i va t ed  ac re s .  The l iv ing  the re fo re  was  s imi l a r  t o  the l i v -
ing i n  t he  o ld  world w i th  t he  exception o f  much wi ld  l i f e ,
roaming abou t  the  fo res t  o f  wi ld  t u rkeys ,  game b i rd s ,  r abb i t s ,
and an occas ional  deer  t ha t  suppl ied  t he  mea t .  Whea t ,  r ye ,  and
ba r l ey  seeds were  ca s t  b roads ide  in t he  spring and c r ad l ed  i n
the  f a l l ,  a me thod  o f  ha rves t i ng  wh ich  a l lowed l e s s  than  an
acre to be  cu t  i n  a day .

Shove l s ,  hoes ,  s i ck l e s ,  a ma t tock ,  s cy the ,  and a wooden
hay  rake  were  the  e s sen t i a l  cu l t i va t i on  t oo l s .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,
many se t t l e r s  were  ab le  to supplement t he se  simple t oo l s  w i th
a ho r se -d rawn ,  wooden ,  i r on - t i pped  p low,  and a log  d rag .  The
l ives tock ,  few in  number ,  pu rchased  wi th in  t he  yea r ,  ranged
f ree ly  i n  t he  bush ,  unhindered ,  bu t  occas iona l ly  they wou ld
find a b reak th rough  to the  growing c rops .  Mogs, t he  usua l  cu l -
p r i t s ,  were tough  c r i t t e r s  for t hey  were  w i ld ,  ha l f  t he  s i ze  o f
today ' s  b r eeds ,  longer  i n  l egs  and snou t ,  and narrow in t he
sp ine ,  thus  ca l l ed  ' r a zo r -backs ' .  Even though being a nu i sance ,
and roaming in swarms l ike  roden t s ,  they  were an  important
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source o f  mea t .  Wi th in  the  yea r  a confined r azo rback ,  f a t t ened
on nu t s  and  co rn ,  was  bu t che red  for t he  fol lowing win te r  by
Adam. A few sheep were shea red  the  next spring and  provided
raw wool for w in t e r  p roces s ing .  The p roces s  o f  wash ing ,  card-
ing ,  and  spinning was  ca r r i ed  on  in  the home by the  s i s t e r s
wi th  t he  a s s i s t ance  o f  Max who had  the  knowhow and in addi t ion
supp l i ed  the  spinning whee l  and  the  l oom.  In r e t ro spec t ,  t he
f i r s t  few win t e r s  in the  new home were  con ten t ed  ones in sp i te
o f  some unforeseen  ha rdsh ips  and  low t empera tu res .

In the  second month  of  t he  next  winter  tw i l i gh t  f e l l
ea r ly  over  the  f rozen uncu l t i va t ed  p lo t s  on many February days ,
causing dozens  o f  crows wings  flapping low ,  and  heading s t r a igh t
toward she l t e r ed  sou thern  exposures  for wa rmth  a f te r  having had
the i r  f i l l  of co rn .  An occas iona l  so l i t a ry  caw was t he  sound
of  one  tha t  f l ew  from one fence rai l  to ano the r ,  ind i f fe rent  to
the  co ld .  Pe r iod i ca l l y ,  a f l u t t e r  o f  l a rks  would i s sue  fo r th
from bushes  o f  May ground-apples  tha t  covered the nearby fo re s t
wi th  a pa le  yel low ca rpe t .  On many days sunse t  radiance
s t reaked  ac ros s  the  open l and ,  nowhere a yellow sunbeam g l i t -
t e r ed  on an ob j ec t ,  and  a so l i t ude  of clouds s t r e t ched  around
the  ea r th ,  thus bringing on darkness before  i t s  t ime .

It was  the  l a s t  day o f  February  when s l ee t ;  na tu re ' s  way
of r evea l ing  a threa tening  s to rm,  had  a l e r t ed  man and  beas t  of
foreboding  and d i s t r e s s .  Rain had  been  f a l l i ng  s t ead i ly ,  e ach
drop freezing where i t  f e l l ,  adding ice  on  i ce .  She l te red  t r ee
limbs and i ce - f r e igh t ed  be r ry  bushes  hung a s  low a s  the  window
s i l l .  Through the  chinks  o f  the log shed ,  rain pene t r a t ed  to
the s t a l l s  of  ho r se s  and ca t t l e  and an ima l s ,  backs  were  f lacked
wi th  snow and  i ce  specks ,  bu t  were  me l t ed  by body hea t ,  caus ing
dewdrops t o  hang from- the i r  h ides  of newly covered  ha i r .  Bu t
be fo re  t he  two -day  s torm had  aba t ed ,  na tu re  had  enwrapped the
ea r th ,  beau t i fu l  yet  t e r r i b l e ,  f o r  i t  had  turned  a l l  i n to  a
g l a s shouse .  Fixed in  a b r i t t l e  mass  the v io l en t  w ind ,  bend ing ,
swaying and  breaking the boughs ,  c r ea t ed  booming no i se s  in the
woods ,  fa r  and wide ,  t h roughou t  t he  n igh t .  The nex t  morning
showed the des t ruc t i on  o f  many t r ees  eve rywhere .

I t  goes  w i thou t  saying tha t  fo r  Mary ,  s i s t e r  of  Adam, and
Max, t h i s  was  an impor t an t  pe r iod  of  thei r  young l i ve s .  Both
had  the oppor tuni ty  o f  s tudying the pe r sona l  cha rac t e r i s t i c s  o f
each .  Max was  t ru ly  in love  w i th  one  tha t  radiated humi l i ty ,
modes ty ,  s e l f - a s su rance ,  and  reserve  o the r  than  coynes s .  Mary
gained a knowledge o f  >fcx T s character  and  capabil i t ies in the
home and on  the  f a rm.  His ten years  of f ront ie r  l i fe  shaped a
companionable ,  a f f ec t i ona t e  and  sympa the t i c  pe r sona l i t y  w i th  an
abundance of p r ac t i ca l  knowledge,  sk i l l ,  and in t e l l i gence  fo r
f ron t i e r  l i v ing .

I t  comes a s  no surprise t ha t  the  Se i t z  Family encouraged
ne ighbors  and  f r i ends  to i nv i t e  the  four to a bu tcher ing  o r
corn-husk ing  pa r ty ,  s imu l t aneous ly  a l lowing the  s i s t e r s  to learn
the  a r t  of  qu i l t i ng  and  kn i t t i ng .  No t  unusua l ,  a f t e r  one of
these  a f f a i r s  a l l  would en joy  a l a t e  evening supper of  f r e sh
pork ,  canned farm p roduce ,  c ide r ,  and  even i ce  cream i f  i c e
cou ld  be  had from a nearby pond o r  c r eek .  A square  dance ,
ca l l ed  a "hoe-down"  would be  announced  the rea f t e r  by a ' c a l l e r*
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while the  necessary  mus ic  wou ld  be  furn ished  by  three o r  more
members who were  able to p l ay  a f i dd l e ,  s t rum a gu i t a r ,  and
pick  a mano l in .

Max, on  every occas ion  a t  a ' b ee  pa r ty  o r  s i ng - f e s t "
would  be i l l  a t  ease  i f  Mary was  no t  p r e sen t .  He ,  i n s t i nc -
t i ve ly ,  would  speak of he r  qua l i t i e s  and he r  ab i l i t i e s  w i th  a l l
his  f r i ends ,  boys and g i r l s .  A t  every chance meet ing  and  a t
eve ry  pa r ty  he  was  open and  above board i n  h i s  conduct  toward
Mary for she  was  h i s  f avo r i t e .  There i s  no t  much more  to add
to th i s  s to ry  o the r  than  young and  o ld ,  and  Mary he r se l f ,  cou ld
de t ec t  t ha t  she  had  a l ove r .  Ou tward ly ,  t he re  was  no a l t e r a -
t i on  i n  t he  rou t ine  o f  Mary f s l i f e  w i th  t he  exception tha t  he r
ac t i ons  had a spring and  a v igor  in and  about  t he  house  and
ga rden .

The exc i tement  i n  l a t e  w in t e r  for  t he  two fami l i e s  may
be  ea s i l y  gues sed  because  of  t he  many du t i e s  " that  were  required
by  Max a t  h i s  home wi th  an occas iona l  day o r  two wi th  Adam. He
took the  l ead  in preparing s imp le  fu rn i tu r e  during t he  w in t e r
months  fo r  t he  new home of  h i s  b r ide - to -be ,  Mary .  This con-
s i s t ed  o f  two bunk beds ;  a simple X-legged walnut  t ab le  and  a
few sp l i t  -h ickory cha i r s ,  caned wi th  wh i t e  oak  sp l i t s ;  and r e -
inforced wi th  deer  t hongs .  It was such goings-on tha t  caused
rumors of  a wedding the coming Summer and  Fa l l  among f r iends  o f
Mary and  Max.

Where wou ld  they l i ve  and wou ld  he  bu i ld  a new log house?
Goss ip  and hearsay  s immered to  hard  f ac t s  in t he  ea r ly  spring
for Max had purchased  some heavy  v i rg in  t imber l and  to the  Nor th
and  West  from h i s  home on  the  t r a i l  to  Ch ickasaw.

I t  had been over  f i f t y  yea r s  t ha t  t he  Chickasaw Ind ians
as  a t r i be ,  had  moved from the i r  v i l l age .  A number of German
immigran t s  had purchased and se t t l ed  on the se  happy hun t ing
grounds  o f  the  Ind i ans ,  though no t  surpris ingly a number o f
Indian f ami l i e s  adopted  t he  s e t t l e r s ’  s imp le  p ionee r  l iv ing  and
remained  in  the  a r ea .  Young men in t e rmar r i ed  w i th  Indians and
wi th  b l acks  in t he  Car thagena  a r ea ,  which c r ea t ed  a mu tua l  re-
lat ionship be tween d i f f e r en t  e thn i c  g roups ,  t ha t  I r ecogn ized
as  a boy  a t  t he  tu rn  o f  t he  cen tu ry .

Max’s  p lo t  o f  g round  had  been  a pa r t  of  a s ec t i on  o f  l and
purchased by  a German immigran t  from a l and  agen t  . This i n
r ea l i t y ,  was  no t  more  than  a mi l e  f rom the  homes t ead  of  h i s
parents  .

The fact ,  t ha t  th is  land of v i rg in  fo re s t  had na tu ra l  r e -
sources  fo r  building a log house  of  c l ay ,  s tone ,  and t r ee s ,
Max was  prepared to s t a r t  the ven ture  immediately . He had
acquired  the sk i l l s  of  using the  broad  axe ,  the  foot adze ,  and
the  u se  o f  a cha lk- l ine  i n  squaring l ogs .  Af t e r  the spring
planting he  and h i s  f a the r  w i th  a few f r i ends ,  Ind ians ,  and
German you ths  began to c lear  the  a rea  fo r  his  cab in .  A man on
each end of  the  c ros s - cu t  saw could  f a l l  the  l a rges t  t r ee  i n  an
hour bu t  there was  s t i l l  much chipping and  chopping before a
log would  be ready for  squar ing  and ma tch ing  . I t  was  Max and
h i s  f a the r  who decided on  the  type and  s i ze  o f  t he  cab in ,  wh ich
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when completed would be square i n  shape w i th  a center  door i n
the  f ront  wa l l ,  two windows ,  a s tone  f i r ep l ace ,  and  an a t t i c  o f
of a half - s t o ry .  Ibis was  the going pat tern  among se t t l e r s  fo r
i t  was  easy to construct  on a stone foundat ion,  and very prac-
t ical  for  frontier  l i v ing .  The larger  logs  forming the founda-
t ion  and lower section of t he  building were ,  more  or  l e s s ,  in
rolling d i s t ance .  These la rge  logs  were adzed on one o r  two
sides according to  their part icular needs .  The smaller logs
for  t he  upper s t ruc tu re ;  sap l ings  for t he  f loor  and r a f t e r s
were  cut from the roadway tha t  provided an entrance to the new
homes tead .  The pa s t  experience o f  building and a s s i s t i ng  the
neighbors i n  the ten years  saved Max and  h i s  f a the r  many hours
in  th i s  const ruct ion since there was a know-how needed wi th  r e -
spect to the  s i ze ,  shape,  and k ind  o f  every log fo r  i t s  proper
use .  The matching of logs  was  a continuous process  of no t ch ing
and reshaping a t  t he  co rne r s  of  t he  s t ruc tu re  for per fec t  f i t
and beau ty .  These were  important  marks of s t ab i l i t y ,  perma-
nency,  and p ro t ec t i on .  A l l  of t h i s  knowledge had been used in
good  s tead i n  elevat ing the smaller logs  to the higher f rame-
work  o f  t he  a t t i c  o r  l o f t .  Ne i the r  could they  d i s regard  t he
proper notching and laying of  t he  halved-poles of s ix - inch  sap-
l i ngs  fo r  the lower and  upper f l oo r s ,  nor  t he  k ind ,  s ize and
shaping of the smaller  logs  for  the  hor izonta l  p l a t e  tha t  c a r -
r i ed  the  r a f t e r s .  The l ogs ,  used for  the wa l l  in the  l o f t ,
were  bark -pee l ed  only  wh i l e  t hose  i n  the lower s to ry  were hewn
on  the  i n s ide  wh ich  would be  planed smoo th ly ,  rubbed, and po l -
ished to a me l low,  ruddy brown,  walnut  g low.

The building of the f i replace and  chimney was  no t  an easy
task  because of the  lack of f l a t  creek rocks and f i e ld  s tones
in the a rea .  No mat te r  how d i f f i cu l t  i t  was in i t s  cons t ruc-
t i on ,  the t r i ck ,  o f  cou r se ,  was  to make a f i r ep lace  draw prop-
e r ly ,  and smoothly in al l  kinds o f  wea the r .

There were shingles o f  one and one -half  l eng th  of random
wid ths ,  a s  wel l  a s  hand-hewn boards  for  windows and door  frame
to be fashioned.  The three-inch,  rough-hewn door was pegged
and mounted  on a frame wi th  wrought- i ron hinges made by a local
b lacksmi th .  The one  and only  door for  entrance and exit would
be  locked by  a s t ou t  bar on the  ins ide  to which was  a t t ached  a
thong,  known a s  t he  " l a t chs t r i ng" .  This passed through a hole
in  the  door to the ou t s ide  for  any  f r i end  to en te r  convenient ly  .
The o ld  say ing ,  "The la tchs t r ing  is  always ou t  for you , "  i s
famil iar  to a l l  gene ra t i ons .  A t  n igh t  t he  str ing would be pul -
led in for  s a f e ty .

The summer months had pas sed  fa r  too quickly for Max and
Mary,  and  there  was  s t i l l  much work to  be completed on  the ou t -
s ide  in chinking wi th  waxy c l ay ,  r ocks ,  and smal l  wood knots to
be  wedged between the l ogs .  Near the end  o f  September the roof
had been la id  and a ske l e ton  porch a t t ached  to p ro t ec t  the
f ron t  doo r .  Max and  fery had the  month  o f  October  to t idy-up
the  i n t e r io r ,  a r range  the  necessa ry  i t ems  fo r  cooking and  d in -
ing a s  we l l  a s  the order ly  d i s t r ibu t ion  of chairs  and  bunk
beds .  "How fo r tuna t e  we a r e  t ha t  we have  much wood  to  burn in
ou r  new f i rep lace  for  wa rmth , "  were the  words o f  Max upon
entering the house on cool days  to begin the pleasurable  tasks
o f  t he  day .  Both  were eager to make th i s  new home very
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conven ien t  and  comfor tab le  s ince t he i r  f u tu re  wou ld  cons i s t  of
simple l i v ing ,  thus they  in tended  to  obtain happiness  from a
l i f e - s ty l e  which had  been  the i r  ' s  in  t he  pas t .  Mary,  in t he
f ina l  a r r angemen t ,  p l aced  a blooming red geranium in  the window
though  s l i gh t ly  hidden by  the coa r se -kn i t  d raw-cur ta in  , i t  added
co lo r  to the wa lnu t  -brown su r round ings .

I t  was l a t e  when Max and  Mary f in ished these  f ina l
t ouches .  N igh t f a l l  was  approaching rapidly w i th  low hanging
clouds i n  t he  Wes t ,  and  the  sun had gone down wi th  da rk  cu r -
t a in s ,  closing heavi ly  over  i t .  Before s ta r t ing  for  h i s  home
the c louds had par ted in the Eas t  and the  moon had ar isen amid
whi t e  f leeces  f l oa t i ng  abou t ,  cas t ing  a pa le  yellow upon the
Fa l l ’ s  l a s t  ve s t i ge .  As a f ina l  l eave- tak ing  tha t  evening be -
fore the wedding day ,  Mary dec l a rd ,  " I  mus t  p inch  myself  to
make ce r t a in  t ha t  I am not  dreaming,  or  some th ing . ”

They had announced the marr iage  to be  the  f i r s t  o f  Novem-
be r  and had  hoped and prayed for  an excep t iona l ly  br ight  f a l l
day ,  bu t  to thei r  dismay the ea r ly  morning had  p red i c t ed  a da rk
and  ch i l l y  one .  The sun appeared through a hazy sky a t  8 :00
and  p re sen t ly  r e s igned  i t s e l f  to s taying h id  a l l  day .  The s im-
p le  marr iage ceremony was  in t he  nearby church a t  9 :00 ,  a f t e r
wh ich  the two fami l ies  r e tu rned  to t he  Se i t z  home fo r  the  day ' s
ce lebra  tion .

Wi th in  a few hour s  the  a f t e rnoon  inc reased  wi th  r a in  and
co ld ,  approaching the  d r i zz l e  and  ch i l l  of  an ea r ly  November
day .  A few minu tes  l a t e r  the autumn s to rm showed touches  o f
seve r i t y  and ind i ca t ed  t he  nea rnes s  of  w in t e r .  On the  s to rm-
faced t r ee - t runks  and  in  the  nar row deep -cu t  ru t s  of  t he  road
the re  appeared  l i t t l e  wh i t e  pa t ches  and  d r i f t s  o f  snow.  By
mid -a f t e rnoon  the  sur roundings  had  been  enve loped  wi th  a da rk ,
b l ack ,  and  snowy we t  b l anke t .

The f a the r  and a b ro the r  had  made an ea r ly  t r ip  to t he
new home in  t he  af ternoon which was  now g radua l ly  fading in to
evening .  Max and Mary hear ing  abou t  the  coz iness  and  warmth  o f
the  new home wi th  many embraces  and  t ea r s ,  t ru thful ly  they were
t ea r s  of j oy ,  they made the i r  l eave- tak ing  before  da rk .  Mary ,
medi ta t ing for a moment sa id ,  "Now for  our new home wi th  you
Max . "  He ,  helping her  w i th  her  knee-high  rubbe r s ,  combination
hood and coa t ,  and heavy woolen  shawl ,  took her up in h i s
s t rong arms and carr ied  her ove r  the  t h r e sho ld  to t he  porch
s tep  be low .

Nearby ,  t i ed  t o  one  of the  po les  o f  the overhanging
porch ,  was  o ld  dobbin h i t ched  to the  two-wheel  t r ap .  "Th i s  o ld
ra t t l e - t r ap  i s  t he  bes t  I have  bu t  i t  is  s a f e ,  and the  r ide
wi l l  be  more comfor tab le  than on ho r seback , "  exlaimed Mix,
b rea th l e s s ly .  Af te r  p lac ing  her on the s ea t  w i th  an add i t iona l
lap- robe  for  warmth  they were o f f .

Turning and inch ing  nea re r  to he r ,  Max spying f l ecks  o f
snowf lakes ,  s ca rece ly  more than g l i t t e r i ng  c rys t a l s ,  dancing
mer r i l y  abou t  her head  and  p l ay ing  an t i c s  on he r  b lack  coa t ,
encouraged h im to s ay ,  "You a r e  t ru ly  my win t e r  f a i ry . "
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It was but a short iaunt to the main road, the only one
leading North and West toward the Celina reservoir. Within a
half-mile they veered North to the old Indian village of Chick-
asaw This was a less traveled trail through overhanging oaks
and walnuts but slightly cleared of roots and stumps. Max’s
brother on horseback directed the way through the fast fading
twilight into darkness. A half-mile of travel brought them to
the entrance of the half -acre of cleared land, the focal point
of their new home. In spite of the dreary day, the roaring
wind, and the shrinking afternoon, the log cabin almost hidden
by a background of tall trees, afforded them a rare object of
beauty and satisfaction.

Max repeated his door-step performance over his new
threshold, and placed his bride near the glowing fire of blaz-
ing, crackling oak-knots that had been laid by the departing
father. The room of dusty brown presented a most welcome and
comfortable scene to the couple as they watched the sparkling
and wreathing tongues of flame proceed up the wide -mouth chim-
ney. The brother without much ado, returned home in the two-
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wheel  ca r t  wi th  the  tag-a long sadd le  ho r se .

This  was  the beginning of the  terminat ion of  a beau t i fu l
and  harmonious family  l i fe  o f  four who had emig ra t ed  f rom
Europe a few years  ea r l i e r ,  and wi th in  a period o f  four years
had mar r i ed  and es t ab l i shed  homes in  Mercer  County .

If one  were s l i gh t ly  acqua in ted  w i th  the  soc i ab i l i t y  of
the  German people  one  cou ld  pred ic t  t ha t  the wedding of Mary
and  Max wou ld  no t  be  ove r looked  by  the  young peop le .  In t hose
years  a surpr i se  ge  t - to -ge t  her  a t  t he  new home,  known a s  ’ ’Be l -
lowing” the  newly marr ied  coup le ,  was  t he  accustomed p rac t i ce
and  one wh ich  con t inued  fa r  in to  the f i r s t  yea r s  o f  the 20 th
Century .

The boys  and g i r l s ,  from far  and wide ,  w i thou t  i nv i t a -
t ion  would  assemble  nea rby ,  bu t  no t  over look  the  need o f  cow
be l l s ,  s l e igh  be l l s ,  t in  pans ,  and  o the r  loud no ise  make r s .  At
a g iven  s ignal  a l l  swooped upon the home o f  the l ucky  cu lp r i t s
w i th  deafening no i se s  of s i ng ing ,  whoop ing ,  shou t ing ,  and  be l l
r i ng ing .  Unques t i onab ly ,  t h i s  d in  b rough t  t h i s  young couple to
the  doo r  and  wi th  a fe igning  look  of su rp r i s e  they  exc la imed
exc i t ed ly ,  ”We d idn ’ t  know you  were  corning,  bu t  come in  and  we
can  have  a ’hoe  -down , ’  bu t  we have  l i t t l e  food . ”  Whereupon the
crowd shou ted ,  "We have doughnu t s  and  c ide r ,  l e t ’ s  push  t he
cha i r s  to t he  wa l l ,  and  dus t  the  f l oo r  w i th  a b i t  of co rnmea l . "
A bellowing pa r ty  s t a r t ed  w i th  a square  dance ,  some pa r ty  games ,
and ea t s  which  ended about  midn igh t .

The f i dd l e r ,  the mos t  s t r i k ing  of  the  mus i ca l  group was
a t a l l  powerful  fel low wi th  a b l ack ,  shaggy  head  and s tubby
bea rd ,  protruding ou t  of  a red  f lannel  sh i r t .  He was  s ea t ed
on  a three- legged s too l ,  precar iously  perched upon tex's ha l f
f in ished tab le  t ha t  ev ident ly  f e l t  t he  recurring pu l se  o f  the
measured bea t .  His  h igh  boots  on his  c ro s sed  l egs  swayed above
the  heads  of  t he  dancers wh i l e  h i s  own head was  no t  f a r  f rom
the  bra ided red peppers and on ions  t ha t  Mary had  hung there a
few days ea r l i e r .  Wi th  eyes  ha l f  c lo sed  and  cheeks  a rched  and
bowed on the v io l i n ,  he wou ld  demons t ra te  great  ve r sa t i l i t y
wi th  uppercuts  and  downward s t rokes  w i th  t he  f idd le  bow.  He
had had  no acqua in tance  w i th  mus i ca l  no t e s  bu t  had  acqu i red  h i s
a r t i s t i c  sk i l l  from a long l i ne  of German f idd l e r s .  A t  t h i s
t ime  he  was  a ve r i t ab l e  s tamping machine  w i th  a f idd le  a t t ach -
men t ,  sometimes devo t ing  the  s t r eng th  o f  bo th  f ee t  fo r  g r ea t e r
no t ab i l i t y  .

O the r  "ge t - t o -ge the r  " a f f a i r s :  Chr i s tmas ,  New Yea r s ,
qu i l t i ng  and husking bees ,  c andy-pu l l i ng ,  o r  wha t -no t s  wou ld
be  p lanned for  o the r  occas ions  by t he  boys and g i r l s  a s  a g roup .
They wou ld  p rov ide  t he  necessa ry  en t e r t a inmen t  of mus i c ,  t he
food ,  and  d r inks ,  many t imes  ending f a r  i n to  t he  morning bu t
a lways  innocent  en t e r t a inmen t .  In t he  l a t e  19 th  and  the f i r s t
decades  o f  t he  20 th  Cen tu ry ,  t he  second and  th i rd  gene ra t i on
rep laced  the  ’hoe  -down 1 wi th  t he  wa i t s ,  one - s t ep ,  two- s t ep ,  and
some " tw i s t s ' I  With  the" growing popu la t ion ,  improved roads ,
more  convenient  t ranspor ta t ion  by  au tomob i l e ,  and the  cons t ruc -
t ion of  l a rge  g ra in  bams ,  t he se  a f f a i r s  were no longer  he ld  i n
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t he  home bu t  i n  t he  barn w i th  an ample amount o f  parafin ap -

plied t o  the  rough bam floor o r  to a newly cons t ruc ted  dance

platform .

The ea r ly  s e t t l e r s  sought  and  found compensat ion fo r  the i r

lonel iness  and  hardships o f  the i r  lives by co-operation and
helping each o ther  a t  these  ' bees . '  lhese mee t ings  for bo th ,

young and  o ld ,  were weekly during the win te r  whi le  those he ld

in the summer and fa l l  were combined wi th  some co-operat ive

p ro j ec t :  ba rn - r a i s ing ,  butcher ing,  husking and thresing . Work

and play were well in tegra ted  which developed a consciousness

o f  purpose,  th r i f t ,  and cooperat ion tha t  impressed the  younger

gene ra t ion  of the cus toms ,  ac t i v i t i e s ,  and the beau ty  of  the

German cu l tu r e .  The members of this ethnic group:  grand-

pa ren t s ,  pa ren t s ,  and newly arr ived young men and  women noted

similar character is t ics  of i n i t i a t i ve ,  leadership,  and  the

spiri t  to conquer, i r respect ive  o f  age .  Having had a background

re l a t i ve ly  linked wi th  the shadows o f  t hese  a t t r ibu tes  and cul-

t u r e ,  I s t r e s sed  the  impor tance  o f  t h i s  inher i tance  to ou r

ch i ld ren .  The v i r tues  and weaknesses  of one ' s  forefathers
smack o f  the environment o f  thei r  mother land which i s  uniquely

and excess ive ly  t rue  of  the  charac ter i s t ics  o f  the  German

peop le .

Re l ig ious  ga the r ings  in t h i s  20-mi le  square  a r ea  were a s

p reva l en t  a s  t hose  for  en t e r t a inmen t .  The p i l g r images ,  (Wa ld -

f ah r t )  ho ly  days ,  f e s t i va l s ,  Euchar is t ic  ga the r ings ,  annual

pa r i sh  f e s t i va l s ,  and church  ded ica t i ons ,  for  the 7S yea r  pe r iod

1850-  J 925 ,  were  amply documented i n  the  Cincinnati Te legraph ,

the  d iocesan newspaper.  We mus t  be  mindfu l ,  howeve r ,  t ha t  much

c red i t  for the re l ig ious  fervor displayed in Mercer ,  Aug la i ze ,

and  ad j acen t  count ies  had  been due  t o  t he  sac r i f i ces  and sp i r i -

t ua l  effor ts  of the  re l ig ious  men and women o f  the Society of

t he  Precious Blood .  The seed  o f  a l l  t h i s  sp i r i t ua l  g rowth  be -

gan in  the  period o f  10 years - 1845 to 1856 ,  when the p r i e s t s

and  nuns in t he  area had es tab l i shed  a complex of  s i x  convents

and had obta ined  ownership of ove r  1000 acres  w i th  a membership

of 180 :  11 p r i e s t s ,  120  s i s t e r s ,  50 seminarians - including

lay  b ro the r s .  The p r i e s t s  provided re l ig ious  se rv ices ,  period-

i ca l l y ,  to 14 miss ion  par i shes  wh i l e  the s i s t e r s ,  in addi t ion  to

the du t i e s  of the farms and  conven t s ,  suppl ied  teachers  for  the

schoo l .  A part icular  stamp of re l ig ious  f lavor had been inher-

i t ed  by  members of  on-going gene ra t i ons ,  the l eaves  of the  an -

ces t ra l  t r ee ,  i r respec t ive  o f  their  location o r  profess ion  t ha t

i s  s t r ikingly v i s ib l e .

Adam and E l i zabe th ,  190G
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Unders tanding the  environment  o f  a common l anguage ,  Ge r -
man cus toms ,  and deeply r e l i g ious  sp i r i t ,  John Adam and  his
s i s t e r s  ad jus t ed  w i thou t  much d i f f i cu l ty  and  to the d iverse
problems of  f ron t i e r  l i f e  and  the  d i spos i t ion  of their ne igh -
bo r s .  They were  regarded h igh ly  by the  young men and women for
the i r  u t t e r  s impl ic i ty  and unmistakable f rankness  and  many won-
dered a t  the i r  ab i l i t y  to speak and  wr i t e  German so f l uen t ly .

I t  w i l l  no t  be surpr i s ing  t o  t he  reader  t ha t  Adam ' s  s i s -
t e r ,  Josephine ,  was  marr ied  the fol lowing summer to a member
o f  t he  Mi l l e r  family. Barba ra ,  t he  youngest  o f  the  t h r ee ,  me t
a young man o f  her  own age ,  Franz Ren t s ,  a t  the bellowing pa r ty
of Mary ’ s  and was  married i n  1855 .  He ,  w i th  h i s  pa ren t s ,  had
se t t l ed  on  uncleared land a mi le  North  of the o ld  Indian v i l -
l age  of  Chickasaw about  the  same year  the Se i t z  fami ly  had  mi -
g ra t ed  to the  New World and to Mercer  Coun ty .

We f ind  Adam now a lone  in the  o ld  Egar home .  He was  one
not  conforming to a t ype ,  bu t  was absolute ly  independent i n  h i s
th inking  and do ing ,  always taking advantage  of every  oppor
tuni ty  in creat ing equity capital  by  raising animals and c lear -
ing the l and  Lo increase t i l l ab l e  ac reage .  I t  was  i n  t he  f a l l
of  1852  tha t  he was  f a t t en ing  a few head o f  ca t t l e  and  p ig s  on
his  fo r ty  in add i t i on  to t he  raising of  whea t ,  co rn ,  and  hay .
Pigs and ca t t l e ,  running wi ld ,  whose on ly  obs t ac l e  was  the
Wabash River ,  t h r ived  and f a t t ened  rapidly on the abundance o f
beechnu t s  and co rn .  According to his  d i a ry  he  had d r iven  a few
head o f  ca t t l e  and  a dozen  f a t  po rke r s  to Mins te r  by way of t he
o ld  mi l i t a ry  road by 1854  which  r e su l t ed  i n  exchanging an ima l s
for  American go ld  do l l a r s  fo r  the  f i r s t  t ime .

I t  shou ld  be  o f  i n t e r e s t  to no t e  t ha t  Adam on  one  of
these  t r i p s ,  came in  con tac t  w i th  t he  fami ly  of Pe t e r  and
Ca the r ine  S t ach l e r ,  bo th  born  abou t  1800 in Europe who had  mi -
g ra t ed  t o  Eng land  in  1849 ,  and  wi th in  a yea r  t o  Amer i ca ,  whe re
they  e s t ab l i shed  a w i lde rnes s  home a few rods  beyond the  c r an -
be r ry  bog .  Nor th  of the mi l i t a ry  road .  The fami ly  wor sh iped  a t
the  mi s s ion  church of S t  Henry ,  and  occas iona l ly  a t  t he  Gruen -
owa ld  Convent  which  a t  t he  t ime  housed  many s i s t e r s  and  three
p r i e s  t s  .

Turn the t h in  nea t  shee t s  of t h i s  book,  s e t t l e  yourself
comfor tab ly ,  and p ic tu re  yourse l f  in an ances t ry  o f  one  and
one-ha l f  c en tu r i e s  gone -by ,  en joying  fu l ly  the human in t e r e s t
s to r i e s  r e l a t ed  by my g rand fa the r ,  Adam, and  g randmothe r ,
E l i zabe th  .

I t  was  in J 850 ,  a s  r e l a t ed  by  Grandmother ,  E l i zabe th
S tach l e r ,  t ha t  she  w i th  he r  pa ren t s  and o the r  members ,  Henry ,
Augus t ,  John, F rank ,  and Pe t e r ,  e t c .  e s t ab l i shed  the  home near
the  bog .  Bea r s ,  wo lves ,  and wi ld  hogs ,  former ly  abounding th i s
a r ea ,  we re  no l onge r  the re  whi le  the nea re s t  neighbor was Mr .
Beckman,  who had moved to S t .  Henry a few years  l a t e r .  As years
pas sed  the  s e t t l emen t  Eas t  of t he  bog became a v i l l age  and  to -
day  i s  known a s  Cranber ry  P ra i r i e .  On one occas ion o f  h i s  t r i p
to  t he  cana l  por t  of  Mins t e r  he  learned the  acqua in t ance ,
cou r t ed  E l i zabe th  and  they were  mar r i ed  in the  chapel  by  Fa the r
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Joseph Butz  who was  the senior  member a t  the Cbnven t .  Fa the r
Bu tz  was a t rue  and  t rus ted  a s soc i a t e  o f  Fa the r  Brunner and
provided sp i r i t ua l  guidance to the members of  the  Precious
Blood  Soc i e ty .

No h i s to ry  had  been recorded by  Adam in  regard to the
work involved  o r  o f  the ha rdsh ips  endured in t he se  ea r ly  yea r s .
No doubt ,  the t a sks  were s imi la r  to t hose  common to a l l  p io -
nee r s  who were a iming  to  tame the  w i lde rnes s .  E l izabe th  was
eager  to r e l a t e  how energe t ica l ly  t hey  worked ,  taking advan -
t age  o f  a l l  ava i l ab l e  and  usab l e  r e sources  t o  bring the forty
in to  ea r ly  t i l l ab l e  l and .  TYees had to be  cu t  and removed
whi l e  the l a rge r  l ogs  were  ro l l ed  in to  heaps  and  bu rned .  The
sma l l e r  ones  u t i l i z ed  for  cons t ruc t ing  addi t ional  an imal  she l -
t e r s ,  fence  pos t s ,  and r a i l s  wh ich  in t ime  were  subs t i t u t ed  by
sp l i t  - r a i l s .  Grandfa the r  Adam wi th  h i s  two ho r se s  and  a home-
made s l i p -boa t  (mudboa t ) ,  c a r t ed  many s ix  and  e igh t  inch  l ogs
to a c rude  saw mi l l ,  w i th  a ve r t i ca l  up-and-down c ros s  cu t  s aw ,
powered by  wa te r ,  ( t he  c i r cu l a r  ro t a t i ng  saw was  s t i l l  an i dea )
tha t  conve r t ed  them in to  random wid ths  of  coa r se -g ra ined
boards  .

Adjacen t  t o  t h i s  mi l l  was  a l so  a wa te r -d r iven  corn c rush -
er  fo r  mi l l i ng  co rn  and  whea t  loca ted  on  the  Wabash R ive r ,
South  o f  S t .  Jo seph ’ s  Conven t ,  which  became a mu tua l  cen t e r  o f
in format ion  on  new se t t l e r s ,  l oca l  happenings ,  and  much goss ip .

For cooking and warmth  there  was  no sca rc i ty  of  wood for
the  f i r ep l ace ,  whi le  the r i ch ,  warm,  g low from i t  w i th  t he  help
of a t a l l ow- l amp ,  p roved  su f f i c i en t  l i gh t  on t he  w in t e r  n igh t s .
Wi th  a s l i gh t  wink  o f  the  eye ,  Grandmother  wou ld  s ay ,  " In  the
spring and summer we went  to bed  a t  dusk  and a rose  a t  dawn . "
The food cons i s t ed  of  w i ld  game ,  supplemented w i th  bee f  and
pork  i n  the w in t e r ,  whi le  ch ickens  and  eggs  had been avai lable
fo r  them al ready in t he i r  f i r s t  year  o f  mar r i ed  l i f e .  She s a id
tha t  h i s  an ima l s ,  having had  proper  she l t e r  and food  in  the
win t e r  we re  cons idered  " tops"  by  ne ighbors  and  buyers  a t  t he
cana l .  Vege tab le s  from the ga rden ,  cornmeal cakes  and  bread
wi th  honey ,  f ru i t  f rom the o rcha rd  and wi ld  be r r i e s  picked on
the  s lopes  and  rav ines  nea r  t he  r i ve r ,  p rov ided  p rov i s ions  fo r
the  t ab l e .  Wi th  an  occas iona l  chuckle  she wou ld  s ay ,  "But  t h i s
was  no t  a l l  milk and  honey . "  Coffee was  dried roas t ed  ba r l ey ,
brewed in a m ix tu re  of  wa te r  and  sorghum,  which was  very  pa l a t -
ab l e  t o  me a s  a boy of t en .

I knew her we l l  and  o f  her  expe r i ences ,  she  haying l i ved
to  age  96 ,  nea r ly  t h r ee  decades  in the  2Otb  Cen tu ry ,  spoke
o f t en  o f  the  absence  o f  e l ec t r i c i t y  and  gaso l ine  s ince  the  on ly
power on t h i s  l i t t l e  f a rm,  o the r  t han  human,  came on  four legs , '
t he  two ho r se s ,  Bob and Je r ry . .  Journeying from p l ace  to p l ace
was  e i t he r  by foot  o r  wi th  a ho r se ,  s add le  o r  car t  fo r  roads
o the r  than  those  to t r ade  cen t e r s ,  were  few in number and
nea r ly  impassable  a s  such .  Many were  mere ly  c l ea red ,  z ig -zag
pa ths  through the  fores t  made earlier by  Ind ians  who no longer
menaced the s e t t l e r s  whi le  t hose  t ha t  remained were  very
fr iendly  and  helpful  .

The t e r r i t o ry  ad j acen t  to t he  Wabash ex tended  a long  the
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r iver  from the i r  for ty  ac re s  Eas t  to the bog of  cranberr ies
( the  source  o f  t he  Wabash R ive r ) .  This  a rea  i n  the  spring and
ea r ly  summer was  f i l l ed  w i th  s t agnan t  pools  of wa te r ,  a l ike ly
breed ing  p l ace  for  mi l l ions  of  d i sease -spread ing  mosqu i toes ,
and  known a s  t he  Black  Swamp. Typhoid and o the r  f eve r s  we re
not  unknown to t he  fami ly  o f  Adam, for  t he se  dreaded  d i s ea se s
were  the causes  o f  dea th  o f  four young members of  t he  fami ly
in  t he  ea r ly  yea r s .  Most o f  the  i l l ne s se s  cons i s t i ng  o f  va r i -
ous  chronic  d i so rde r s  of adu l t s ,  even a s  l a t e  a s  the end  o f  t he
19 th  Cen tu ry ,  had been  a t t r i bu t ed  to bad  drinking wa te r .  An-
o the r  con t r i bu t ing  f ac to r  caus ing  s i cknes s  of  typhoid  , smal lpox ,
and cholera  appearing o f t en  i n  t he  form of recurring fevers  and
ch i l l s ,  ca l l ed  the common ague  o r  mere cold f eve r ,  o r ig ina ted
by  con tac t  w i th  t he  ge rm- in fec t ed  so i l .  Many t imes  r e sp i r a -
to ry  a i lmen t s  s imi lar  to t ube rcu los i s  a f f l i c t ed  the f ami l i e s ,
t hus  affording a very  shor t  l i f e  for  t he se  members .  The nuns
and  a few p r i e s t s  in the e s t ab l i shed  communities we re  no t  ex-
empted from these  unhea l thy  sur roundings .

The Himmelgarn fa rm o f  520  ac res  had been unde r  consid-
e ra t ion  for purchase by  the Society  a l ready in  the  summer o f
1950 ,  purchased  in  1B51 , bu t  i t s  occupancy d id  not  mate r ia l i ze
unt i l  Apri l  of 1852 .  A sma l l  log  chapel  had been annexed to
the  two bad ly  weathered  log houses ,  bu t  w i th  l e s s  than  l ivable
qua r t e r s  a dozen s i s t e r s  a t t emp ted  to l i ve  t he re ,  a t  t imes  beg -
g ing  for food fo r  an  ex i s t ence  from my g randpa ren t s  and  o the r
ne ighbor s .  Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  i n  March 1854 ,  t he  chape l  and  the
two log hu t s  we re  comple te ly  des t royed by a w ind - swep t ,  rag ing
f i r e ,  caus ing  the  s i s t e r s  to be  housed  a t  o the r  conven t s  fo r
s ix  weeks .  Wi th  the  a id  o f  benefac to rs  i n  Cincinna t i ,  r e s to re  -
t ion  o f  t he  s i t e  began  immed ia t e ly  bu t  on ly  temporary  houses  o f
logs  and  c lapboards  were provided to she l t e r  them t empora r i l y .
A new kind o f  br ick  convent  had  been cons ide red  by Fa ther
Brunner and  the  S i s t e r  Super io r  s ince  they  were  p lanning fo r  a
complex convent  and seminary,  pa t t e rned  on  the  monas tery  type
in Europe .

S imu l t aneous ly ,  w i th  t he  cons t ruc t ion  o f  temporary  qua r -
t e r s  a po r t i on  of  t he  e longa t ed  two-s tory  b r i ck  bui ld ing was
a l so  e r ec t ed  and wi th in  two to  th ree  months  t he  s i s t e r s  were in
a pos i t i on  to occupy i t  whi le  t he  temporary hu t s  we re  conve r t ed
to var ious  u t i l i t y  bu i ld ings .

The next  year the convent  bui lding for  s i s t e r s  and a
chapel  had been completed in fu l l  and wi th  add i t i ona l  f i nanc i a l
a id ,  the Soc i e ty  ' cons t ruc ted  a permanent brick building for  a
p r i e s t s ’  s emina ry ,  funct ioning a s  such in 1860 .

At  the  extreme Eas t  end ,  which  comple ted  t he  un i t ,  was
the  chapel w i th  the usua l  br ick  sp i r e .  The p r i e s t s '  qua r t e r s ,
s epa ra t e  and d i s t i nc t  from the  conven t ,  had  been e r ec t ed  w i th -
in wa lk ing  d i s t ance  of  t he  chape l .

P r i e s t s ,  re l ig ious  b ro the r s  and famil ies  o f  nearby se t t -
l e r s  could en t e r  the chapel  f rom the f ront  wh i l e  t he  s i s t e r s
were conf ined ,  s t r i c t l y ,  to t he i r  qua r t e r s  and cou ld  en t e r  f rom
the  no r th  s ide  on ly .
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Adjacent to the convent  building was the garden andva rd ,
enclosed wi th  a h igh  board fence. I t  included the small ou t -
bu i ld ings  for bak ing ,  laundry,  and garden  tools , and the k i t chen

which concealed a l l  movements of  the  s i s t e r s  f rom persons about
the  grounds .

The ora tory  o f  the s i s t e r s  was  comple te ly  separated from
the  main  chapel by  a g r i l l ed  pa r t i t i on  and s i t ua t ed  a t  the s ide
of the  main a l t e r  and communion could  be  received by them
through a s l iding window wh ich  wou ld  be  opened  for  t he  occasion .
Food for  a l l  persons a t  the convent  was  provided by the  s i s t e r s
whi le  the port ions  fo r  the p r i e s t s  and b ro the r s  were  handed to
one  o f  t he i r  members th rough  a s l o t  opening in t he  k i t chen .  By
and l a rge ,  t h i s  opening was  the ent rance  and ex i t  of a l l  mes -
sages  and a r t i c l e s  exchanged by p r i e s t s  and s i s t e r s ,  except
those  of the Mothe r  Superior and  the  Superior P r i e s t .

This f a rm of more than 500 acres required t he  he lp  o f
many s i s t e r s  to provide fo r  the care o f  i t s  occupan t s .  I t
housed  more than  30 s i s t e r s  and  from th ree  to e igh t  p r i e s t s  and
bro the r s  a t  t imes ,  three  o f  which t r ave l ed  to t he  ou t -miss ion
p laces  of  S t .  Joseph ,  S t .  Wendel in ,  S t .  Henry and  o the r  cen t e r s
in t he  a r ea .  My f a the r ,  born i n  1068 ,  remembers we l l ,  a s  a boy
and young man ,  t he  t ough ,  arduous and  burdensome farm work pe r -
formed by  the s i s t e r s  to make the  land t i l l ab l e  and p roduc t ive .
Two o f  the s i s t e r s  furnished the schoo l ing  and taught the three
R’s  in a 20  x 40  room in the  convent  bu i ld ing ,  which could  be
entered by a s ide door on t he  sou th .  This room was the school
for the children for approximately 15 years  unt i l  a frame school-
house was erec ted  ac ross  the road from the convent .

My father  a t tended  this  school ,  located approximately one-
hal f  mile as the crow f l i e s ,  from his home.  I t  was  he  who re-
l a t ed  h i s  j aun t s  through the forest  o f  deep winter  snows with
ha l f - f rozen  hands  and  f ee t  bu t  in t he  spring and f a l l  he  found
the  t r ip s  more p leasan t  s ince  he an t i c ipa t ed  f inding a p r i son
b i rd  i n  one of his  b i rd  sna re s  o r  a rabbit in a t r ap .  The con-
ven t  was the center  o f  education and a lso  t he  place  of  worsh ip ,
o f  a l l  rel igious life for the family o f  Adam and Elizabeth for
near ly  30 yea r s .

Their  f i r s t  bo rn ,  daughter  Mary,  was born i n  September

1855 ,  and  bap t ized  a t  t he  Himmelgarten chapel by Fa the r  Horn-
bu rge r ,  the senior  pr ies t  who became the  superior o f  the smal l
seminary la ter  in 1857 .

Grandmother  E l i zabe th  was  sma l l  i n  s ta ture  of less  than
f ive  f ee t ,  dark brown eyes ,  small  regular  f ea tu re s ,  and an oval
face  surrounded by coa l  b l ack  hair  drawn t i gh t ly  about i t  and
over the ea r s  to a smal l  knot a t  t he  nape .  In  spi te  o f  he r
s t a tu re  she was  phys i ca l l y  s t rong ,  conf ident ,  s e l f -pos se s sed ,
d i sp l ayed  unfa l te r ing  s t ead fa s tnes s  w i th  an ambi t i on  and de t e r -
mined character  and s lan t ing  t o  r e s t l e s snes s  o f  sp i r i t .  Carry-
ing a ch i ld  the f i r s t  year  did not  deter her  from helping
grandfa ther  in doing the chores  about  the animal and farm
sheds wh i l e  the  ga rden  was  ma in ly  her  duty  o f  which she spoke in
glowing terms o f  grown vege tab le s  and preserved f ru i t s  fo r  the
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win te r .  I t  i s  unde r s t andab le  t ha t  w i th  t he  care  o f  Mary she
had  no oppor tun i ty  to v i s i t  he r  pa ren t s  the  f i r s t  summer and
win te r .  Eight  months  a f t e r  Mary ' s  b i r t h ,  she w i th  the  ch i ld
in one  arm and  a ga l l on  of  honey in the o the r ,  wa lked  the  d i s -
t ance  o f  s ix miles through fo re s t  and unbroken t r a i l  to t he
home o f  he r  pa ren t s  whO' welcomed the i r  f i rs tborn grandchild
wi th  g rea t  joy and  en thus iasm and  displaying much love and
pr ide .  Henry ,  g randmothers  f avo r i t e  b ro the r ,  was  more so l i -
c i t i ous  in ca t e r ing  to Mary,  hereby cementing more  than  a b ro -
the r - s i s t e r  r e l a t i onsh ip  w i th  Mary .  Af te r  a three-day v i s i t ,
she  and Henry returned to her  home in a two -wheel trap s ince
they  wished  to explore the surrounding acreage abou t  the Wabash
which be longed to a Mr .  Romer and  was  for  s a l e .  Bo th  hoped to
have  t he  oppor tun i ty  of  l iving near  each o ther  a t  some fu tu re
da t e  s ince  Adam had  purchased the  o the r  half  - i n t e r e s t  i n  t he
for ty  acres  from Max in 1855 .

Apr i l ,  May, and  the  fo l lowing summer months  were  the busy
mon ths  of  t he  yea r .  Adam was  happy to have t he  help o f  h i s
b ro the r - in - l aw  for a few days .  In clearing new ground fo r  cu l -
t i va t i on ,  many tough  young sap l ings  could be removed wi th  ea se
wi th  a log cha in ,  two men and  two ho r se s .

At t he  end of the f i r s t  day ,  about  dusk ,  a young buck  had
been observed a t  the edge o f  the  c lear ing by Adam who wi th  t he
sho tgun  crept  t h rough  the  underbrush in t he  r ea r  o f  t he  s t ab l e s  .
Suddenly a sho tgun  b l a s t  s l i c ed  the a i r  w i th  s izz l ing h i s se s
tha t  exploded the  fading dusk .  A loud shou t  from Adam, ’’Look,
I go t  h im.  We’ l l  have  young deer fo r  the  summer . ”  Bu t  h i s
shou t  o f  smugness  tu rned  to  d i sappoin tment  for t he  darkness
swallowed-up the  retreat ing dee r  i n to  t he  deeper b rush .  The
poss ib i l i t y  o f  t racking the  buck wh ich  appeared t o  be d i s ab l ed ,
would  be  impossible  and  had  to be postponed to t he  next morn-
ing .  Adam and  Henry rose  be fore  day l igh t  and  advanced no i se -
l e s s ly  to the  spot  o f  t he  disappearing dee r .  Hardly had  they
en te r ed  the b rush  when the g ray  mi s t  o f  t he  dawn revea led  the
d i sab l ed  yearling buck  a hundred ya rds  ahead in a deep c lump.
Not wishing to disturb t he  deer he  whispered  to Henry,  ’’You
remain here and  I sha l l  creep to an  open space  f o r  a sho t . "
He approached the  h ideou t  and wi th  one  sho t— a sho t  no t  ak in  to
the  t h r i l l  a hunter  knows a t  the moment when the  game has equa l
l i vab l e  chances  — he  r e l i eved  the  buck from i t s  mi se ry .

Wi th in  an  hour t he  deer  was sk inned ,  d r e s sed  and the  ca r -
ca s s  ready for  hanging . I t  was p l aced  in the  g round  ce l l a r  a t
t he  r ea r  o f  the house .  Af t e r  a number o f  days fo r  cu r ing ,  the
shou lde r s  and  hams would be  s a l t - cu red  and o the r  sho r t  mea t s
cooked and canned .  In sp i t e  o f  t he  surpris ing and exci t ing
morn ing ,  no t ime had  been lo s t  i n  doing a s t r enuous  day ' s  work
on the  farm .

Walking nea r  t he  Wabash on the i r  way home from the  f a r
corner  o f  t he  fo r ty s ,  Henry,  shading h i s  eyes  from the low-
hanging sun  sa id ,  " I  would  l ike  to j aun t  through tha t  th i cke t
on the  o the r  s i de  fo r  . . . . ” He was  i n t e r rup t ed  by  Adam, "Yes ,
tomorrow we  wi l l  explore  t he  e igh ty  ac re s  on  t h i s  s i de  and  tha t
on  the  o the r  which be longs  to Mr. Romer.
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I t  was agreed  tha t  t he  next day  would be  t rea ted  to a
fu l l  day of tramping . The morning was  devoted t o  examining the
con tour  of t he  e igh ty  wh ich  was  ad j acen t  t o  Adam ' s .  Approach-
ing the Nor th  s ide  o f  the r i ve r  about  a quarter  of  a m i l e  from
the home they  c ros sed  to t he  o the r  s ide  ove r  a f a l l en  tree
t runk ,  spanning the  wa te r .  A l l  day they pushed  through the
fo re s t  and th i cke t ,  walking many t imes s ingle  f i l e .  Occas ion-
a l l y  g rea t  t runks  of  walnut  and  oak  c lo sed  in  upon them,  bu t  by
groping  the i r  way ,  they  dodged th rough  the  t ang led  unde rb rush .
The i r  wander ings  lay for the  most pa r t  th rough  swampy a rea ,
which would suddenly fal l  away .  Occasionally short  mar shes ,
overgrown wi th  w i ld  oa t s ,  m i l l e t ,  and o the r  ea t ab l e  g ra in s ,
do t t ed  w i th  l i t t l e  dark clumps o f  beechnut o r  blackberry v ines ,
would  obs t ruc t  thei r  pa th .  Leaving the  r ive r  they  approached
much higher ground which had a heavy covering o f  huge t r ee s .

They ,  seeing o r  meeting no human there  was no want  o f
l i f e  about  t hem,  for  there was buzz ing ,  chirping and cha t t e r -
ing a l l  around them from swamp, mar sh ,  brushwood and t a l l
t r ee s .  Once Adam stopped suddenly and whispered,  "A deer
ahead ! "  A red-coa ted  dee r  was  seen be tween  d i s t an t  t runks  bu t
ou t  o f  s i gh t  in an i n s t an t .  Squirrels  by  the dozen r aced  for
thei r  ho les  in t he  hollow t rees  a s  t he  two approached .  There
was no scarci ty  of b i rd s ;  t he  pe r t  sharp cry of the t iny  chick-
a -dee ,  o r  t he  ca l l  o f  the b lue  bird from a small  kno t -ho le  in
a beech ,  o r  t he  bob -o - l i nk  i n  an open sunny grass  p lo t ,  or  the
long drawn mewing of  the  ca t  b i rd ,  we re  welcome sounds .  Before
the  c lo se  o f  the a f t e rnoon  they  spied clouds o f  b l ack -b i rd s  and
dozens  o f  crows who kept  a constant  wa tch  of t he i r  movements
a s  they wear i ly  t rudged over  th is  s ec t i on  of l and .  They,  i n
the i r  wanderings,  c i rc led  the  en t i r e  a rea  between the Indian
Boundary Line road  and the  Wabash .

Tha t  even ing ,  s i t t ing  before  the wide  f i rep lace  t ha t
provided some warmth  and l i gh t ,  a ided  by  the  ta l low lamp,  they
enjoyed large  bowls of venison s t ew ,  and  squares o f  honeyed
cornbread.  Have you ever en joyed  the  small culinary t idbits
from the  neck of  the deer (ven i son  s t ew) ,  o r  baked cornbread,
taken from a ca s t  i ron  ke t t l e ,  a l l  t he  while a handful of  g low-
ing gna r l ed  and kno t ty  oak-root  coa ls  keeping i t  r edho t  , these
provided sizzling morse l s  and s imul taneous ly ,  radiated a con-
gen ia l  atmosphere for t he  th ree  who ,  indeed, would have r eg re t s
upon Henry ' s  leave-taking on the  morrow? There was much d i s -
cuss ion  about the ava i l ab le  land tha t  had been explored t ha t
day forAdam,  Henry ,  and  certainly h i s  s i s t e r ,  Grandmother E l i z -
abe th -  They an t ic ipa ted  a l e s s  lonely and more pleasant l i f e
wi th  him a s  a po t en t i a l  nearby ne ighbor .  Si lent  and deso l a t e
a s  the busch  migh t  be ,  Henry ' s  presence  w i th  a wi fe  and family
in the fu tu re  ce r t a in ly  would add to  the fu l l ne s s  of  t he i r
l ives  and s t r eng then  f ami ly  so l ida r i ty .

Wi th in  t he  year  Adam had purchased the addit ional  e igh ty
nex t  to h i s  o r ig ina l  fo r ty  wh i l e  Henry acqu i red  a 190  ac re
t rac t  on t he  o the r  side o f  t he  r iver  which was  abou t  a ha l f -
mi le  wes t  o f  the v i l l age  o f  S t .  Wende l in .  This t rac t  w i th  a
d isbanded log  hu t ,  surrounded by a smal l  clearing had been
gran t ed  t o  a revolut ionary so ld i e r  a f t e r  t he  war ,  bu t  i t  was
not- his choice  o r .  l a t e r  pu rchase r s  t o  c lear  i t  and find a
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homes t ead  .

Years  ea r l i e r ,  pe rhaps  about  1840 ,  Mr .  Romer ,  a w i l l i ng
purchase r  of many  fo re s t  -covered ac reage  in the  surrounding
a rea  ob t a ined  i t  for t he  purchase  p r i ce  of $1 .00  pe r  ac r e .
Obv ious ly ,  Henry ,  h i s  w i f e ,  Doro thea  (Hene ry ) ,  w i th  a g rowing
fami ly ,  l iv ing  on  l and  nea r  Sha rpsbu rg ,  needed  a l a rge r  home-
s t ead ,  and  by 1856  comple t ed  a succes s fu l  dea l  w i th  Mr .  Romer .
They  were  b l e s sed  w i th  a family  of  10  ch i ld r en ,  r a i s ing  them
to ma tu r i t y  be fo re  1900 ,  wh ich  s imu l t aneous ly ,  gave  me the  op-
po r tun i ty  o f  knowing each member and those  of  t he  next  gene r -
a t i on  through long a s soc i a t i on*

The deve lopmen t  of t he  20  mi l e - squa re  a r ea  in t he  two
count ies  was  t ru ly  magica l  in  t he  next two to  three  decades .
The d i s sa t i s f ac t i on  w i th  soc i a l ,  r e l i g ious ,  and  economic con-
d i t i ons  i n  the German homeland and the  pos s ib i l i t y  o f  acqui r ing
easy  wea l th  b rough t  more and  more  Germans to t he  New Wor ld .
One mus t  no t  over look  the  pe r sona l  concern  o f  the German immi-
g ran t s  i n  pa r t i c ipa t ing  i n  t he  religious involvement  made pos -
s ib l e  by the  zea lous  p r i e s t s  and s i s t e r s  of  the Prec ious  Blood
Socie ty  .

These members gave  un l imi t ed  t ime and e f fo r t  in  provid ing
re l ig ious  se rv ices  and  educa t ing  t he  ch i ld ren  i n  more  t han  20
Miss ion  pa r i shes  fo r  the l a s t  hal f  o f  the  19 th  Cen tu ry .

Less  than a dozen se t t l emen t s ,  c en t e r ed  by  log chu rches ,
ex i s t ed  when Adam and  h i s  s i s t e r s  came to  t h i s  pa r t i cu l a r  f ron -
t i e r ,  s i x  o f  wh ich  had the  advan tage  o f  g r ea t  r e l i g ious  zea l
o f  convent  env i ronmen t .  I nc red ib l e  i s  the f ac t  t ha t  in  a few
decades  t he  t e r r i t o ry  was  do t t ed  w i th  many chu rches  and  schools  ,
r a r e ly  more than  two mi l e s  f rom each  o the r  s i nce  t he  popu la t i on
of  a few hundred  grew from 500  to  ove r  1500 .  Small  pa r i shes
o f  S t .  An thony ,  S t .  Pe t e r ,  Ph i lo thea ,  Sha rpsbu rg ,  Burke t t s -
v i l l e ,  Ca r thagena ,  and  o the r s  appea red  in t he  l a s t  qua r t e r ,
Burke t t sv i l l e  became a cen t e r  on t he  Merce r -Darke  Coun ty  l i ne
wi th  a f rame chu rch  p l anned  by  se t t l e r s :  H immelgam,  Nor -
denbrock ,  Rummel,  and  Borgerd ing  . The church a t  Sharpsburg
was  bu i l t  in  1874  wi th  the  help  of  Robb ins ,  Zenz ,  and  T immer -
man .  While Ph i lo thea  and  Ca r thagena  had  a l a rge  f r eed -neg ro
popu la t i on  i n t e rmixed  wi th  German se t t l e r s .

According to  the Ca tho l i c  census  of t he  a r chd iocese  a s
r epo r t ed  by  the  Precious  Blood Soc ie ty  , t he  s even '  m i s s ion  cen -
t e r s  in 1856  cons i s t ed  of 710  fami l ies :  Mins t e r  of 310; S t ,
John 70 ;  S t .  Rose 60 ;  Cas se l l a  60 ;  F t .  Loramie 70 ;  S t .  Henry
90 ;  S t .  Joseph 50 .  The Soc i e ty  cons i s t ed  o f  11  ordained
pr i e s t s ,  50  b ro the r s  and  120  s i s t e r s .

As  Ohio was  an  adjoining s t a t e  to two s l ave -ho ld ing  ones ,
many negroes  e scaped ,  c ro s s ing  the  Ohio R ive r  and by way  o f  the
so -ca l l ed  "Underground r a i l road , ”  found f reedom among the  In -
d i ans  and  German se t t l e r s  i n  the  coun t i e s  o f  Merce r  and  Au-
g l a i ze .  Fo r  the  co lored  people  to s e t t l e  in t he se  coun t i e s
much in f luence  had  been  exer ted  by no r the rn  an t i - s l ave ry  f am-
i l i e s  who were  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  a id ing  the  f r eed  negroes  s ince
they  were  unab le  to  help t hemse lves .  Mr .  Augus tus  Wat t l e s ,  a
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na t ive  of Connec t i cu t ,  moving to C inc inna t i  in 1830 ,  r ea l i sed
the  d i r e  s t r a i t s  and igno rance  of nea r ly  400 b lacks  in t ha t
c i t y .  The pa ren t s  and  adu l t s  had  been s l aves ,  now f r eed ,  bu t
were  shu t -ou t  from every  avenue of  schooling and  employment . .
Seeing the i r  p red icament  he encouraged many f ami l i e s  to accom-
pany him to Mercer  Cbun ty ,  townships o f  Marion,  Granv i l l e ,
Bu t l e r ,  and  F rank l in .  The members o f  his co lony ,  w i th  o the r
f r eed  blacks from Vi rg in i a ,  we re  s ca t t e r ed  ove r  many miles i n
Mercer  Coun ty ,  centered  main ly  a round the v i l l age  of Car tha-
gena .  Mr .  Wa t t l e s  made the  f i r s t  purchase  of land for  them in
1835 ,  and wi th  the  financial a id  of  .Judge Leigh o f  Virginia
and the  Trus tees  of t he  Es t a t e  o f  Samuel Emlen o f  New Je r sey ,
they purchased 30 ,000  ac re s ,  ex tending  a s  fa r  Wes t  a s  Philophea
by 1840 .  The Emlen In s t i t u t e  - -  s i t e  of  S t .  Char les  Seminary--
was  e s t ab l i shed  fo r  the educa t ion  of  colored boys ,  teaching
them the  a r t  o f  farming and mechanical  sk i l l s .  Due to th rea t s - ,
and ac t s  o f  hos t i l i t i e s  by wh i t e s  i n  ce r t a in  a r ea s ,  o the r  than
the  wh i t e s  a round  Ca r thagena ,  many b l acks  so ld  t he i r  ac reage
and  abandoned the i r  homes .  This i s  no t  to s ay  tha t  t he  wh i t e s
shou ld  be  en t i r e ly  he ld  respons ib le  fo r  the dwindl ing colored
popula t ion  in t h i s  coun ty .  Unable  t o  tame the  w i ld  fo res t  and
make a l i v ing  because  o f  t he i r  cus toms ,  hab i t s ,  d i spos i t i ons ,
envi ronment  and igno rance ,  many b l acks  became sh i f t l e s s  and
los t  t he i r  f a rms .

The Emlen In s t i t u t e ,  focusing on  farming and  mechan ica l
voca t ions ,  had  a we igh ty  e f fec t  upon many b l ack  f ami l i e s  and
the i r  ch i ld ren  about  Ca r thagena .  Though the  popula t ion  de -
c rea sed  in  yea r s  and  wi th  g rea t e r  r ap id i t y  a f t e r  the  In s t i t u t e
and  ac reage  had  been so ld  to the  Soc i e ty ,  many fami l i e s  remain-
ed and  some in t e rmar r i ed  w i th  wh i t e s .  This  r educed  co lony
boas t ed  a Me thod i s t  Church  and  a pub l i c  s choo l  a s  l a t e  a s  1922 .

Many o f  these  emanc ipa ted  negroes  were  kindly disposed
toward Ca tho l i c i ty  and had  been conve r t ed ,  bu t  a dec l i ne  i n  ad -
he rence  to the church was  in f luenced  by the p rose ly t i z ing  of
o the r  denomina t ions ,  and the  l ack  of  t r anspor t a t ion  and  com-
munica t ion  w i th  t he  various mi s s ions .

Adam ' s  diary r e l a t e s  of  a country -wide Ca tho l i c  celebra-
tion i n  the  au tumn of 1858  when Archbishop Purce l l  v i s i t ed  a
dozen o r  more miss ion  pa r i shes ,  performing the Sacrament of
Conf i rma t ion ,  and  the  laying of  t he  corners tone  o f  two new
miss ion cen t e r s .  We learn  from h i s  wr i t i ng  tha t  approximately
500 b lack  f ami l i e s - -no  t a l l  conve r t ed  to Ca t ho l i c i sm- -were
sca t t e r ed  over  t h i s  l a rge  a r ea .

Accord ing  to an ea r ly  h i s to ry  of  Mercer  Coun ty ,  pub l i shed
in l a t e  1800 ,  b l ack  f ami l i e s  w i th  names o f  Campbe l l ,  Oaks ,
Banks ,  C la rk ,  Bowse r ,  Bo le s ,  and  o the r s  l i ved  in log houses  in
the  wooded t e r r i t o ry  from Car thagena  to Ph i lo thea .  The b lack
fami l i e s  o f  Banks ,  Bowser ,  Hurd and  Bo les  cont inued to have
the i r  ch i ld r en  a t t end  the  b l ack  pub l i c  schoo l  in Car thagena  to
1922  a t  wh ich  t ime the  s choo l s  were  i n t eg ra t ed  in to  t he  one
Pa r i sh  School  .

The Archbishop  a r r i ved  a t  F t .  Loramie  (h i s  f i r s t  s t op )
by  way o f  a f l a t -boa t  on t he  can® 1 and  admin i s t e r ed  Conf i rmat ion
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to 37 cand ida tes  in 1858 .  A process ion  o f  l ay  peop le ,  men ,
women and ch i ld ren  accompanied by  a score  of men on ho r seback ,
e sco r t ed  the  Archbishop to Minster  whe re  he  conf i rmed  150  per -
sons .  I t  appears  t ha t  Adam on  horseback jo ined  the p roces s ion
the  nex t  day a t  Mins t e r  and  jou rneyed  wi th  the  group to St  . John ,
S t .  Rose ,  S t .  Henry ,  and Ph i lo  t hea  where  t he  Archbishop  con-
f i rmed over  50  colored adu l t s  i n  the four pa r i shes ,  inc lud ing
15  in  Ph i lo thea .  The day a f t e r  he l a id  the  corners tones  of  S t .
Pe t e r  and  S t .  F ranc i s  he  ended  h i s  journey  wi th  the  b l e s s ing
o f  the  new g raveya rd  o f  S t .  Ubnde l in  though the  f i r s t  church  had
been e r ec t ed  t he re  i n  1856  wi th  g raves  in  t he  cemete ry  an t e -
da t ing  t ha t  yea r .

I t  i s  of  i n t e r e s t  t o  no t e  t ha t  the cus tom o f  mee t ing  and
esco r t i ng  a b i shop  from one  pa r i sh  t o  ano the r  con t inued  in to  the
20 th  cen tu ry  and  ended wi th  t he  adven t  o f  t he  au tomob i l e .  I t
was  i n  the  yea r s  of  1903  and  1905 ,  confirmed by  the  en t r i e s  in
my book  o f  memory ,  t ha t  I had  had  pe r sona l  exper iences  o f  two
proces s ions  o f  t h i s  k ind of  f ly ing  -banner  f an fa re .  My f a the r ,
w i th  h i s  f r inged-  top su r r ey  and  prancing bays ,  a ccompan ied  by  a
dozen o r  more moun ted  pa r i sh  ho r semen ,  conduc ted  t he  Archb i shop
from S t .  Pau l ’ s  pa r i sh  to  S t .  Wende l in  w i th  a f o l l ow-up  the  next
day to  s t .  Henry .  Yes ,  a s  a page -boy ,  d r e s sed  i n  a h igh ly -
s t a r ched  Faun t l e roy  su i t  and  new pa t en t  l e a the r  shoes ,  I was
honored  to a s s i s t  my f a the r  on t he se  two occas ions ,  an  a f f a i r  I
sha l l  a lways  r emembe r .

In l i s t i ng  the  many pa r i shes  e s t ab l i shed  in  t he  pe r iod ,
1840-1860 ,  one  shou ld  no t  ove r look  Fo r t  Recovery and i t s  con-
tribution to t he  soc i a l ,  e conomic ,  and r e l i g ious  inf luence on
the extreme wes t e rn  pa r t  o f  t he  coun ty .  I t  had  been  l a id  ou t
in  l o t s  a s  ea r ly  a s  1836 ,  bu t  began to grow on ly  a f t e r  the  Lake
Erie  and Wes te rn  Ra i l road  chose  i t  a s  a marke t ing  po in t .  Many
bus ines s  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l l  k inds  were  encouraged  to  ca t e r  to  l o -
ca l  and  coun ty  peop le .  F t .  Recove ry  had a popu la t i on  o f  nea r ly
1000 1 i n  1860 ,  s e rved  by  a ha l f -dozen  denomina t iona l  chu rches ,
i nc lud ing  one  Ca tho l i c ,  two- s choo l s  w i th  an  en ro l lmen t  o f  ove r
250  pup i l s ,  two ho te l s  and  th r ee  phys i c i ans .

F t .  Recove ry  i s  a h i s to r i c  s i t e  fo r  i t  s t ands  a t  once a s
a monument  t o  the  de fea t  o f  S t .  C la i r e  and the v i c to ry  o f
Anthony  Wayne ,  though  sma l l  i ndeed ,  i t  has  a p rominen t  p l ace  i n
Amer i can  h i s to ry .  The bu r i ed  r ema ins  o f  t hose  k i l l ed  a t  Fa l l en
Timbers  were  d i s cove red  abou t  1851  , p l aced  in  su i t ab l e  co f f in s
and  bu r i ed  on the  sou th  side of  t he  v i l l age .  To pe rpe tua t e
the i r  memory  a p roper  monumen t ,  au tho r i zed  by  Congres s  had  been
e rec t ed  ove r  t he  s i t e ,  bu t  t o  b r ing  more prominence  to  the  town
a s e r i e s  o f  b lock -houses  and  a s t ockade  have  been  pos i t i oned  on
the  s i t e  o f  t he  o ld  fo r t i f i c a t i ons  o f  1700 .

According to  the  h i s to ry  o f  t he  town a wooden ,  i r on - s t r ap -
ped  box ,  con ta in ing  p i eces  o f  s i l ve r  and  go ld  o f  $14 ,000  va lu -
a t i on  had been unea r thed  abou t  1852  nea r  t he  base  of a huge oak
on t he  r i ve rbank .  it i s  s a id  t ha t  i t  was  the  paymas t e r ' s  box
for  supp l i e s  and  pay  o f  t he  so ld i e r s .  Many were  t he  rumors
a f t e r  t h i s  d i scovery ,  t hus  b r ing ing  numerous i l l  - r epu te ,  qu i ck -
r ich  men  in to  t he  area fo r  l o s t  t r ea su re s .
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Coldwa te r ,  now a growing town ,  was  p lanned in 1859  by
Albe r s ,  Birgmeyer ,  and  Bi l lerman . I t  had a slow growth  un t i l
the  es tab l i shment  o f  the New Idea Corpora t ion  a f t e r  1900 .

Adam and his  family  were  t he  r ec ip i en t s  of many bene f i t s
from improved transportat ion on the  Canal  and the r a i l roads
a f t e r  1850 .  The radical  improvement o f  road beds  i n  ea r ly  1860
and of  be t t e r  t ransportat ion f ac i l i t i e s  for wagons and o the r
veh ic l e s  enabled him and o the r  s e t t l e r s  to p rospe r .  I t  was i n
the t en  years to the end  of t he  Civi l  War t ha t  Adam ' s  family
grew from one to f i ve  ch i ld r en .  The dea th  of a son ,  Joseph ,
born i n  1857 ,  dying in  1861 ,  b rought  them much sorrow for t y -
phoid fever  had  taken i t s  t o l l  ea r ly  i n  t he i r  family  l i f e .  A
few yea r s  l a t e r  ano the r  son ,  Henry,  and a daughter  Ca the r ine ,
d i ed  of  th i s  s cou rge .  A second daugh te r ,  C la r a ,  born i n  1861 ,
a f t e r  devot ing more than 60 yea r s  of  he r  l i f e  a s  a nun ,  d ied
a t  an  advance age  of  80  yea r s .  A second son ,  Jo seph ,  born 1862 ,
con t inued  to l i ve  and  work the o ld  homes tead  a s  an adu l t  a f t e r
the  f ami ly  moved to the newly  cons t ruc t ed  l a rge ,  b r i ck  house
on  the  150  ac re s  sou th  o f  t he  r i ve r  wh ich  had  been pu rchased
from Mr. Meinerding in  1880 .

Grandfather  Adam, a na tu ra l i zed  Amer ican  c i t i z en  had been
induc t ed  i n to  t he  Ohio Regiment  fo r  mi l i t a ry  se rv ice  i n  t he
Civ i l  War .  The war  of  r ebe l l i on  d id  no t  come upon the  country
sudden ly .  Ominous c louds  ga the red  s lowly ,  hung dark  and men-
ancing long be fo re  t he  s to rm b roke .  Two po l i t i c a l  pa r t i e s ,
one  for  a concent ra ted  federal  con t ro l ,  t he  o the r  firm in i t s
devot ion  to S t a t e s ’  Rights ,  c rea ted  b i t  t emess  among the  peop le .
Men of i n f luence  i n  po l i t i ca l  pos i t i ons  of  bo th  pa r t i e s  eyed
one  ano the r  w i th  g rave  d i s t ru s t  and when F t .  Sumter f e l l  in
April  1861 ,  the exci tement  in Ohio was  painful i n  i t s  i n t en -
s i t y .  The c i t i z ens  o f  Dayton who had no t  heard  the news ,  r ead
i t  in the two pape r s ;  The Western Empire and The  Da i ly  News.
The people in the v i l l ages  to the  Nor th  beyond S idney ,  t hose
of the  rura l  a r ea s  about  Mins te r  and  in  the  pa r i shes  o f  Mercer
County ,  heard  many cont radic tory  s t a t emen t s ,  pro and con ,  w i th
respect to the declared war  and to  t he  need  o f  the  vo lun teers
for  the army. Oh io ,  being a neighboring s t a t e  to Ken tucky ,  had
c i t i z ens  d iv ided on  the i s sues  o f  s l ave ry  and i t s  a l l i ed  prob-
l ems .  Voluntary en l i s tmen t  r ec ru i t i ng  o f  c i t i z ens  and  the
S ta t e s ’  mi l i t a ry  waged  the  f i gh t ing  for  the f i r s t  three yea r s .
The f i r s t  ve t e r ans  who had en l i s t ed  for  three  years  had now
f in i shed  the i r  du ty ,  t hus  by  1864 ,  s ince  i n su f f i c i en t  volun-
t ee r s  did no’t replace the o ld  reg iments ,  a draf t  program was
in t roduced  by  the  Federa l  gove rnmen t .

P rov i s ions  o f  the dra f t  program a l lowed d ra f t ee s  to con-
t r ac t  w i th  vo lun t ee r s  a s  t he i r  a l t e rna t e s  who in  some in s t ances
received huge boun t i e s  o r  o the r  va luab le  cons ide ra t i ons  for
the i r  s e rv i ce s .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,  Grandfa the r  Adam, fo r  i nduc t ion
on  h i s  way to  Cleveland was  ab le  t o  con t r ac t  w i th  a young man
as  h i s  subs t i t u t e  fo r  t he  sum o f  $300 .

One of t he  big problems on the  home f ron t  in Ohio  was  t he
Large group  o f  c i t i z ens  who opposed the war  and  the  h igh -handed
ac t ion  of the Cen t r a l  Gove rnmen t .  This group was  ca l l ed ,
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"coppe rheads , "  fo r  they discouraged en l i s tmen t ,  opposed the
d ra f t ,  and advised men not  to present  themselves a t  induction
cen te r s .  Mr.  Vai  landigham , editor o f  the Journal in Dayton,
was  a r r e s t ed  and  h i s  off ice  des t royed  because  o f  h i s  ed i to r i a l s
opposing the  war .  A few neighbors of  Adam, draf tees  i n  1864 ,
had g iven  government  r ec ru t ing  o f f i ce r s  a mer ry  chase  for more
than a year  through the dense fo res t  and  backwood roads of  Mer-
cer County.  The o f t - repea ted  s to r ies  g iven  by the famil ies ,  no
doubt  t r ue ,  ind ica ted  t ha t  their  favor i te  hiding places were inhay mows, corncribs, and in hollow t rees  in nearby swamps.
When the  war ended in  1865 ,  amnes ty  was  given to a l l  so ld i e r s ,
both north and sou th ,  by the Pres ident .

During Adam's  b r ie f  absence on h i s  journey for induc t ion ,
son John was born.  Within the next eight years two more
b le s sed  their home,  a son Pe te r  in 1868 ,  and a daughter  E l i za -
be th  i n  1873 .  E l i zabe th  (S i s t e r  Be r t r anda  o f  t he  Precious
Blood S i s t e r s )  was a teaching nun for more than sixty yea r s ,
dying a t  a ma tu re  age  of over  80 yea r s .  Many members o f  this
fami ly  l i ved  beyond e ighty  fo r  Peter  d i ed  a t  age  94 ,  and the
youngest daughter ,  Barbara,  born in 1887 ,  died a t  the  age  of
96 .

When Adam and h i s  family moved into t he  l a rge  two-s tory
b r i ck  home,  l oca t ed  a few yards Wes t  o f  the chu rch ,  bordering
the o ld  mi l i t a ry  road (Indian Boundary L ine )  i n  1880 many o therfami l ies  had al ready es tab l i shed  homesteads in a l l  d i r ec t i ons .
Ib the  West o f  Adam on the f ive-mi le  rou t e  to F t .  Recovery was
his  b ro the r - in - l aw ,  Henry S tach le r ,  h i s  nearest  ne ighbor .
Dozens  o f  homes ,  one-half  mi le  apa r t ,  do t t ed  the  on -go ing  d i r t
road  to t he  v i l l age  of  S t .  C la i r ' s  De fea t .  These  f ami l i e s :
Tunney, Hammon, Conkl in ,  Lenna r t z ,  Ha r t ,  Mossing and Wol fe ,  a l l
worshipped a t  the miss ion church o f  S t .  Wendelin o r  a t  the S t .
Jo seph ' s  Convent .

To the  Eas t  from h i s  po rch ,  Adam could po in t  w i th  p r ide
to t he  new brick church. The f i r s t  home mission church had
been planned and bui l t  by Father  Ke i s t e r  and the  ea r ly  s e t t l e r s
Bre i t ens t e in ,  Es se r ,  Feche r ,  Hoening and  o thers  i n  1856 .  In
the  f i r s t  years services had been he ld  very occasional ly ,  no t
even monthly,  in the small  building by a pr ies t  from the Him-
melgar ten  Convent but with the influx o f  many famil ies ,  a pa r -
i sh  of  40 families o f  150 members required a new church to be
bu i l t .  Religious se rv ices  were  he ld  week ly  and da i ly  a f t e r
1890 .  A permanent pas to r  for t he  parish was obtained who board-
ed and  lodged free-of-charge a t  the home o f  my grandparents
a f te r  1895  un t i l  1906 ,  a t  which time a new pa r i sh  house had
been e r ec t ed .

For Adam and Elizabeth the  th i r ty  o r  more yea r s  had been
very  prosperous allowing them to c lear  many heavi ly  wooded
ac re s  on the two banks o f  t he  r i ve r .  Even a s  l a t e  a s  1885 ,
huge wa lnu t s ,  oak ,  and a sh  t r ees  were  f e l l ed  by  the hundreds
and  hau led  i n to  heaps t o  be  bu rned .  This  who le sa l e  des t ruc t i on
was necessary  t o  c l ea r  the land for cul t ivat ion and  to rec la im
the swamp a reas  thereby improving the  heal th condi t ions  o f  t he
se t t l e r s .  The 270 acres  wi th  more than one -ha l f  in c leared
t i l l ab l e  land were marked  off in checkerboard squares o f  whea t ,
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corn,  oa t s ,  and hay .  The la rge  br ick  house at  the time was
no ted  as a mark o f  dis t inct ion and e legance .  The r ich  Wabash
va l l ey  had been improved by d ra inage ,  and  was  producing an
abundance o f  farm p roduc t s  wh i l e  t he  improvement  i n  f a rm
machinery and horsepower,  ava i lab le  wa te r  from d r i l l ed  we l l s ,
powered by  windmi l l s ,  took part of the  to i l  out  o f  fa rming .
These bene f i t s  a l lowed more t ime  for  r a i s ing  an ima l s ,  clearing
more l and ,  improving homes  and in  cons t ruc t ing  l a rge  g ra in
ba rns .  A g rea t  demand for foods tu f f s ,  h igher  farm p r i ce s ,  and
increas ing populat ion in v i l l ages  and country,  encouraged new
se t t l e r s  and second -genera t ion famil ies  to acqui re  from 50 to
100-ac re  farms nea r  and  about  t h i s  sma l l  s e t t l emen t  o f  S t .
Wendelin .

S t .  Wendelin was  merely a cross-roads  on the map wi th  the
church on  one  corner  and a coun t ry  store of two-story f rame
cons t ruc t ion  w i th  an  overhanging  f ron t  porch .  I t  housed the
family on  the upper floor and contained essent ia l  i t ems  for
marketing on the ground f l oo r .  The son of an I r ish  immigrant ,
named Coughl in ,  owned the s to r e  and enjoyed a lucrat ive trade
of bartering for eggs  in exchange for goods wi th  farmers o f  the
pa r i sh .  He wi th  the aid of  a huckster wagon and two mules  ex-
panded h i s  t rade beyond the local a r ea .

With  no free-delivery ma i l  se rv ice  for  rura l  peop le ,  a
corner w i th in ,  and near the s to r e ’ s  entrance,  par t i t ioned and
separa te  from saleable goods ,  was t he  government ' s  author ized
loca l  post  o f f i ce  w i th  a p igeon ho l e  fo r  each  family  o f  t he
pa r i sh .  Bu t t e r f a t  from mi lk  and cream was a va luab l e  product
on the  f a rm fo r  income which  was co l l ec t ed  by  a member o f  t he
pa r i sh ,  Mr. Bueh le r ,  who del ivered i t  to the creamery a t  F t .
Recovery .

About  the  year 1900 a room, for men on ly ,  was added to
the  rear of the s to r e  for  drinks and  wi th  the introduction o f
ha rd  l iquor  b rought  men from many miles around,  including those
who worked the  o i l  we l l s  i n  t he  two-mi  l e  squa re  a rea  sou th  o f
the village .

Perhaps the  most  exc i t ing  and  ex tens ive  development o f
industry i n  th is  a rea  other  than farming was the  discovery of
o i l  and  gas  i n  the  l a t e  1800 ' s .  This en t i ced  men o f  r io tous
and unrestrained characters ,  living in eastern Indiana and
wes t e rn  Oh io ,  to work in the o i l  f i e ld s  during the  day wi th
much drinking and  carousing during the n igh t .  One of these
rous t  -a -bouts  was a b ig ,  he f ty ,  sun-burned 200 pounder .  He of
a shor t  stubby beard and s l ight ly  manicured f inger  na i l s ,  a
bulging neck hiding the shi r t  co l lar ,  with his  reddish ha i r  like
his  sk in ,  and when sober was  a r a the r  good-looking sor t -of  - f e l -
low . Bu t  h i s  loud-mouth  spu t te r ing  wou ld  i nva r i ab ly  a s soc i a t e
him wi th  drinking and  loose  l i v ing .  One evening near  midnight ,
he and a half-dozen c ron i e s ,  af ter  many rounds o f  drinks, vowed
they would direct  and carry  on the ne fa r ious  business  for the
remainder  o f  t he  even ing .  Wi thou t  ques t i on ,  t he  a f fa i r e  d '  hon-
neur  provoked more than the provincial  f i s t  f i gh t  between the
group  and the  loca l  farmers and workemn for the affair  ended
wi th  the  room in shambles and the foreigners driven out  o f  the
v i l l age ,  ca r t ing  t he  ha l f -dead ,  r ed -wh i ske red  Hoosier  w i th  t hem.
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He died a few days l a t e r  which brought  an action by  the court
to c lose  the scandalous  room.  The rumor was  t ha t  a baseba l l
ba t ,  wielded by  the  loca l  b r i ck layer ,  had been the cause of  h i s
sudden demise bu t  no criminal action had  been in s t i t u t ed .  The
in f luence  o f  t he  env i ronment  o f  t he  s a loon ,  hard  l i quo r ,  o i l ,
and  money had  caused  many hea r t aches  among a few loca l  f ami l i e s
a t  t he  t ime ,  and  had  i t s  effects  upon them for  yea r s  thereaf te r .

Radiating from the church corner were a few homes on each
side of the four roads ,  which in the winter  were deeply rut ted
and f rozen ,  and  covered w i th  a heavy dus t  in the summer .
Neighbors to the  North of the s to re  were the local carpenter
and br icklayer .  Tb the  East  was  a farm wi th  an o i l  well  which
provided natural ga s  to the  vi l lage (gas  was a by-product and
more valuable than oi l  a t  the turn o f  the cen tu ry ) .  A quar te r -
mi l e  beyond was a smal l  local  sawmill tha t  supplied lumber for
the construct ion of houses  in the pa r i sh .  A l a rge  sawmill r ig -
gen  tha t  pro cessed logs from a foot to f ive  f ee t  i n  diameter
was loca ted  Wes t  o f  Case l l a ,  owned and  opera ted  by John Link
(Hans Link) and had a monopoly in providing cu t  lumber for  the
construction of l a rge  barns and sheds in the  county for nea r ly
a ha l f - cen tu ry .

To the  South beyond the  church and cemetery was  the one -
room red  schOolhousea lso  adjacent  to i t ,  ac ross  t he  road ,  was
the home o f  a disabled c ivi l  war ve t e r an  by  the name of Hammon.
To the  West  of not more than 100 rods was  Grandfather Adam ' s
s t a t e ly  two s to ry  br ich  house .  I t ,  w i th  t he  h igh - towered  b r i ck
church signaled an  approaching v i s i t o r  of  the  nearness o f  the
vi l lage  of S t .  Wendel in .  Di rec t ly  ac ros s  from Grandfa the r ' s
home a f te r  crossing a swinging footbridge one  would approach a
two-room co t t age ,  the b i r thp lace  of  one of  the  principal  char-
ac t e r s  o f  th is  ancest ra l  s tory.

In t he  in te rva l  of  15 years a f t e r  1885 ,  my grandparents
wi th  the help o f  th ree  mature  sons,  enjoyed a g rea te r  degree
of p rosper i ty .  The c learance  o f  more  ac reage ,  improved mach in -
e ry ,  (McCormick binder and threshing ou t f i t ) ,  more horsepower,
an abundance o f  whea t ,  co rn ,  and p ig s ,  having be t t e r  than  av -
erage pr ices ,  brought more progress and wea l th ,  and  more su i t -
able l iving for  the fami ly .  This p rogress  was mainly due to
spectacular  improvements i n  the application of natural  farm f e r -
t i l i ze r s  to the land and technological improvement of farm
machinery. The crude,  horse-drawn reaper supplanted the o ld
scythe and cradle  in grain ha rves t .  The reaper became the
binder in 1870 and was fu r the r  improved by the a t tachment  of
an automat ic  twine-knot t e r  and sheaf carr ier .  A l l  of  these
have been superseded today by the g ra in  combine which cu t s  and
threshes in one s imple  opera t ion .  Horses have been replaced
by the  t r ac to r  and the  se l f -prope l led  harvest ing combine t ha t
now cuts  small gra in  and soybeans,  and wi th  extra a t t achmen t s
separa te ,  pick and shel l  corn i n  one opera t ion .

Af te r  1875 ,  Adam had bu t  a few miles  to go to market his
g ra in ,  c a t t l e ,  and hogs .  A big puffing and huffing mons te r
was pull ing s tee l -wheeled ra i l road  cars  ou t  of F t .  Recovery and
S t ,  Henry to d i s t an t  poin ts .  This mode o f  t ransporta t ion g rad -
ua l ly  replaced the  canals a s  the chief means  of  moving f r e igh t .
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Today,  100 years  l a t e r  very l i t t l e  of  t he  cana l  remains  t ha t
mirrowed the  growth and wea l th  t ha t  i t  once  brought  to t he
fa rmer s .  In p l aces ,  South  o f  Mins t e r ,  one can see  moss  covered
locks and  s t agnan t  pools of  wa te r  t ha t  once  were  a pa r t  of  t he
cana l  sy s t em.  Fo r tuna t e ly ,  many mi l e s  of  the  canal  a re  to be
re s to red  for  pos t e r i t y  i n  o rde r  to pay t r ibu te  to t he  courage
o f  these  Ohio p ioneers  who were  w i l l i ng  to r i sk  a l l  fo r  a be t -
t e r  fu tu re  and  to pass  on a r ich  inhe r i t ance  to fu tu re  gene ra -
t i ons  .

Banks  a s  f i nanc i a l  i n s t i t u t i ons  were few in  number and
none  ex i s t ed  i n  th i s  ru r a l  a r ea .  Tradi t ion has i t  t ha t  Grand-
f a the r  Adam had  been  known f a r  and  wide  a s  t he  l oca l  count ry
banker i n  t he  l a s t  decade o f  the  19 th  Cen tu ry .  Any go ld  do l -
l a r s  in h i s  posses s ion  were  kept  i n  a s ec re t  compartment  o f  a
l a rge  handmade wa lnu t  ches t  which i s  a f ami ly  hei r loom in  ou r
150 year  o ld  b r i ck  farmhouse near  Day ton .

Trade and f inance was conducted i n  go ld  do l l a r s  and
Grandfa the r ’ s  diary and s imple  accoun t  book ( a l so  an  he i r l oom)
descr ibed  h i s  monetary dea l ings .  According to t he  en t r i e s  and
h i s  many cance l l ed  no te  s tubs  he  had loaned money to many se t -
t l e r s  and  businessmen in  a r ad ius  of  ove r  20  mi l e s .  From t ime
to t ime fa rmers  were compel led to borrow money to f inance t he
purchase  o f  new and  improved farm equipment ,  animals  and  add i -
t i ona l  ac r eage .  The economic progress  i n  the l a s t  qua r t e r  of
the  19 th  Century and  tha t  o f  the  20 th ,  demanded new mercan t i l e
bus ines se s .  S imu l t aneous ly ,  t h i s  encouraged some adventurous
men to  engage in  f inancia l  ven tu re s  w i th  po t en t i a l  r i sk s .
What was  the impact  of  t he se  proposed new f inanc i a l  i deas  on
Adam? One might  i n f e r  t ha t  he had  been too conse rva t ive  i n
loaning h i s  go ld  do l l a r s .  According to one  i t em in  h i s  d i a ry ,
two bus inessmen  f rom Union  d ty ,  I nd i ana ,  urged h im  to en te r
the  lumber i ndus t ry  a s  a pa r tne r  o r  to loan them money to p ro -
mote  a new lumber venture  about  the  tu rn  of the cen tu ry .  Due
to the  r i sk  invo lved  o f  importing p roces sed  lumber from the
Southern  S t a t e s ,  he  dec l ined  the  unde r t ak ing .  Th i s  i s  no t  su r -
p r i s ing  s ince  h i s  knowledge was  t ha t  of  farming on ly .  Th i s
lumber  ven tu re  became one  o f  the  l a rges t  r e t a i l  lumber o rgan i -
za t i on  i n  Cen t r a l -Wes t e rn  Oh io ,  and by e s t ab l i sh ing  many lum-
be r  supply dea l e r s  th roughout  Mercer  County  a f t e r  1900 ,  i t  ab -
sorbed a l l  local  lumber agenc i e s  t ha t  had  been  supplying the
rough lumber for  the  cons t ruc t ion  of  ba rns  and houses  a s  we l l
a s  t he  f i ne -g ra ined  wa lnu t ,  oak ,  and kno t ty -p ine  fo r  in te r io r
house  t r im .

I should acknowledge the  f ac t  tha t  in c r i t i c iz ing  o r  ap-
pra is ing t he  f inancial  know-how of Adam, my g randfa the r ,  I
m igh t  appear to be exaggerat ing h i s  very  success fu l  farming
en te rp r i s e .  On the  con t r a ry ,  I should has ten  to point  ou t  tha t
o the r  en t r i e s  i n  h i s  accounts  suppor t s  my asser t ions  o f  h i s
e f f i c i en t  farming ab i l i t i e s .  These en t r i e s  r evea l  , suppor ted  by
h i s  d i a ry ,  t ha t  he bes towed 1000 go ld  do l l a r s  ( a  r e l a t i ve ly
l a rge  sum a t  t ha t  t ime)  upon each  o f  h i s  e igh t  chi ldren during
the  twelve year  per iod from 1888 to 1900 .  (A few pages  from
hi s  l edger  a r e  p resen ted  i n  German sc r ip t ,  including my t r ans -
l a t i ons ,  on  the following page . )
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Entr ies  from h i s  ledger w i th  respect  to g i f t s  of  go ld
do l lars  g iven  to  h is  ch i ldren.

Year Given
Name and
Bir thdate 1888 1891 1892 1895 1898 1899 1900

Mary, 1855 200 200 400 - 200 -

Clara ,
C.PP .S . ,
1861

300 - 500 - - 200 -

Joseph ,  1862 - - 1000 - - - -

John, 1865 - - - - 1000 - -

Pe ter ,  1868 - 1 1000 - - - -

E l i zabe th ,
C .PP .S .  ,
1875

Barbara,  1878*

- - - 300 - - 700

♦An in teres t  in
Wabash River .

an  o i l we l l  l oca ted  c>n the North bank of the

In summariz ing ,  i t  would  be o f  in ters s t  to take a hurried
g lance  a t  some o f  the  event s ,  both  joyful  and sad ,  tha t  con-
fronted  the  parent- fami ly  of  Jacob Abraham and Maria Fecher in
Europe in the  hal f -century ,  1850 to 1900 .  In the  course o f
t ime an occasional  l e t ter  passed  year ly  between the  parents  in
Europe and the  children in Amer ica .  No Record o f  correspond-
ence was  avai lable  of  the  two brothers  who remained in Ba l t i -
more .  However,  Adam's diary expressed sadness a t  the  death of
one brother in 1890 .  Apparent ly ,  complete contact  had been
los t  w i th  them and the ir  descendants .  Ihe curios i ty  o f  a mem-
ber  in  the  East  after  seeing a magazine ar t i c l e  by my daughter ,
JUlie Marie (Fecher )  Zink,  in i t i a t ed  his  des i re  to learn more
about a family in Ohio of  the  same name . Continuous corres-
pondence and many fourth-cous ins '  v i s i t s  of  the members of
these two brances ,  produced very happy mee t ings ,  the  re su l t s
o f  which supports  much of the  ances tra l  h i s tory  o f  the  two
brothers  .

The marriage o f  Adam and the s i s t er s  and news of  the ir
growing fami l ies  had been  relayed to the  parents  during these
years  whi l e  the  corresponding news of  the  marriage  of  the  s i s -
t er ,  Walburga ,  to Leopold Wagenhauser of  Munich and the b i r th
o f  her  four daughters ,  (Anna, C lara ,  Walburga and Joseph ine ) ,
had been received in  Amer ica .  I t  was  but  a few years  l a t er
that  John Adam rece ived the sad news of the  death  of  h i s  s i s -
t er ,  Walburga,  when Josephine,  ( the  youngest  daughter ,  was
three years  o ld )  .
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The f a the r ,  Mr .  Wagenhause r ,  de se rved ly ,  r emar r i ed ,  t he
union added two more  daugh te r s  to the  f ami ly .  Bo th  he and  the
new mother  were  very  so l i c i t ous  i n  car ing fo r  t he  f ami ly .  A
dread fu l  s i t ua t i on  confronted the  four  daugh te r s  and the  s t ep -
mothe r  a f t e r  s i x  years  due to t he  dea th  of  the  f a the r .  How-
eve r ,  the  mo the r  a t t ended  the  s tepdaughte r s  in a good  and prop-
e r  manner  a s  c i rcumstances  pe rmi t t ed .  Through the  e f fo r t s  o f
Adam and  the  co-opera t ion o f  t he  s t epmothe r  one  of  the  daugh-
t e r s ,  fo l lowed by two l a t e r :  (Anna ,  Wa lbu rga ,  and  Josephine)
came to  Amer i ca ,  f inanced  by  Adam and  h i s  s i s t e r s .  Honorab ly
and  wor th i l y ,  t he  th ree  n i eces  were  ab l e  to repay the  expense
o f  t he  voyage by a s s i s t i ng  i n  t he  ca re  o f  t he  growing f ami l i e s
o f  t he i r  bene fac to r s .

As  wou ld  be  expec t ed ,  a f ami ly  of many ch i ld ren  was  de-
s i r ed  by  pa ren t s  i n  a t t emp t ing  to  conquer f ron t i e r  l and  and
each ch i ld  was  an economic un i t .  I t  had been  no t ed  t ha t  Adam
had a f ami ly  of  seven by  1878 .  Mary,  Adam ' s  s i s t e r  mar r i ed  Max
who ,  w i th  p r ide ,  cou ld  po in t  to four sons  and  four  daugh te r s .
Their  o ldes t  daugh te r ,  Mar i a ,  mar r ied  Franz Kremer o f  Maria
S te in  i n  1871  and brought  e l even  chi ldren to ma tu r i ty .  The
second daugh te r ,  The re se ,  e s t ab l i shed  a home wi th  Augus t  Knapke,
a l l  l iving w i th in  the  shadows o f  t he  conven t .  Adam ' s  s i s t e r ,
Eva Barbara ,  mar r i ed  Franz Renta  in 1853 ,  and wi th  t he  a s s i s t -
ance  of  four sons  and two daugh te r s ,  born before  1880 ,  e s t ab -
l i shed  a l a rge  homes tead  on the  ances t r a l  l and  o f  Rentz  nea r
Chickasaw .

The se rv i ce s  o f  the  t h r ee  n ieces  were  rendered to these
fami l i e s ,  including the Kremer and  Knapke househo lds .  A mos t
p l ea san t  and  reciprocal  a r r angemen t  mus t  have  been made wi th
them as  r e l a t ed  by the i r  de scendan t s .  Af t e r  complet ing the i r
r e spons ib i l i t i e s  over  a per iod  of yea r s  t he  th ree  g i r l s  board-
ed  a coach on the  Cincinnat i  and Hami l ton  Rai l road  (CH&D) a t
S t .  John s t a t i on  and  came to Dayton  and  Miamisburg ,  where  they
found su i t ab l e ,  domes t i c  employment .

They ,  i n  t ime ,  mar r i ed  i n to  f ami l i e s  domic i l ed  i n  t he
a rea :  Anna mar r i ed  Ju l ius  Hohm; Walburga  mar r i ed  Joseph Ge i s ,
t he i r  daugh te r ,  Mary added much to t h i s  exc lus ive  r e sea rch  wh ich
had been  fu r the r  supplemented t o  a g r ea t  degree by  the  sons and
daugh te r s  o f  Josephine  Miy (F rank  May the  f a the r ) :  A lbe r t ,
An thony ,  C la ra ,  Anna,  Lawrence ,  and  Bro the r  Ju l i u s ,  ( a  Mar i -
an i s  t B ro the r  and  a pe rsona l  f r i end ) .

Ba rba ra ,  bom in  1878 ,  t he  l a s t  member to en t e r  the
household  o f  Adam, and  Mary the  f i r s t  to l e ave  when marrying
Joseph Mi l l e r  i n  1884 ,  focused the  yea r  of  1880 a s  t he  ac tua l
beginning o f  t he  f ami ly  breakdown.  lb b lun t  the e f f ec t s  o f
Mary ' s  l e av ing ,  the pa ren t s  con t r ac t ed  for a home on an  ac re -
age within  a ha l f -mi l e  o f  her  o ld  home,  a t  the  same t ime they
provided some e s sen t i a l s  for  s imple  l i v ing .  The l i s t  o f  i t ems
g iven  her according to a page  f rom Adam ' s  diary were :  a cow,
ho r se ,  cooks tove ,  cupboard,  sewing mach ine ,  a c lo thes  p re s s ,
f eed  for  the an ima l s  and  some go ld  do l l a r s .  The second daugh-
t e r ,  C la r a ,  S i s t e r  Qua t i a ,  became a nun in  1889 .  They showed
equa l  love and provided  he r  c lo thes  and 300 go ld  do l l a r s .  Son ,
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Joseph ,  remaining a t  t he  o ld  homes tead  a f t e r  the  f ami ly  moved
in to  the  la rge  b r i ck  house ,  mar r i ed  R>se Fe l t z  o f  Casse l l a  in
1888 .

My uncle  Joseph was a sma l l ,  qu i e t ,  unassuming man,  ve ry
cooperat ive  and  s t r i c t l y  hones t .  He was ,  however ,  no match  for
h i s  w i f e ,  Rose ,  who was  t a l l  and s t a t e ly ,  dark hai r  and g rey
eyes ,  hones t ,  e a rnes t ,  t r u th fu l ,  and  had the  appearance of  an
overbear ing  indiv idual  accen tua ted  by th in  l i p s ,  except  when
she  smi l ed .  Her b row,  w i th  ha i r  r o l l ed  back appeared  to be  too
h igh ,  thereby presen t ing  an unaware ,  uppish pe r sona l i t y .

Uncle  John ,  born dur ing  t he  Civi l  War con f l i c t ,  remained
wi th  the  pa ren t s  w i th  son ,  Pe t e r ,  and  two daugh te r s ,  El izabeth
and  Ba rba ra .  I t  was  in 1892  tha t  Pe t e r  mar r i ed  a l oca l  young
lady ,  Anna Lennar t z ,  bo th  of  whom worshipped a t  S t .  Wendelin
and  were  members of t he  church choir  and  d rama t i c  c lub .

John Adam and  the  th ree  sons  cu l t i va t ed  t he  270 ac res  a s
a un i t  from 1888 to 1892 and  upon the  mar r iage  o f  Pe t e r ,  pu r -
chased  60 ac re s  from Mr.  Ke l l e r ,  now a t o t a l  of  330 ac re s .  The
o r ig ina l  home farm o f  120  ac re s ,  ( l e s s  40  reserved  for  the
mothe r ) ,  one - th i rd  o f  t he  l i ve  s tock  , and 1000 go ld  do l l a r s  was
g iven  to  Joseph for  h i s  l oya l ty  and  l abo r .  A jo in t  ownership
ar rangement  o f  t he  land Sou th  of the  Wabash o f  210  ac re s  was
made wi th  John and  Pe t e r ,  wh i l e  the  r ema in ing  two- th i rd s  of  the
l i ve s tock  was  equa l ly  d iv ided  among these  two sons .  Each be -
cause  of  t he i r  l oya l ty  and  l abo r ,  t hey  too rece ived  1000 go ld
do l l a r s  .

Daugh te r  E l i zabe th ,  S i s t e r  Be r t r anda ,  jo ined  the  S i s t e r s
of  the Prec ious  Blood  in  1891 ,  fol lowing he r  blood s i s t e r
C la ra ,  S i s t e r  Qua t i a ,  who became a member o f  the  Soc ie ty  i n
1870 .

The Soc ie ty ,  cons t an t ly  endeavoring to improve the  edu -
ca t iona l  s t a tu s  of  i t s  t eaching  members ,  e s t ab l i shed  a Normal
School  and  the  t ra in ing  o f  the  novices  a t  Gruenewald i n  1883 .
The new candidates  in add i t i on  to receiving a secondary educa-
t ion  were  t augh t  t he  household  a r t s  o f  cooking,  sewing ,  kn i t -
t i ng ,  d rawing ,  and mus i c .  Upon the ded ica t ion  of  t he  l a rger
complex and new Re l i c  Chapel a t  Mar ia  S t e in  i n  1892 ,  i t  became
the  fu tu re  cen te r  o f  these  ac t i v i t i e s  un t i l  t he  ded ica t ion  o f
the  new motherhouse  a t  Salem He igh t s  a t  Dayton in  1923 .  I have
happy memor ies  of yea r ly  boyhood v i s i t s  a t  t he  Mar ia  S t e in  Con-
ven t  w i th  the  two s i s t e r s  o f  my f a the r ,  S i s t e r  Qua t i a  and S i s -
t e r  Be r t r anda .  In l a t e r  yea r s ,  about  1920 ,  var ious  fu tu re  ed -
uca t iona l  programs were d i s cus sed  wi th  Superior  Ludovica ,  Mo-
the r  Mary Emma and  Mother  Mary Agreda .  I t  was  under t he  r e -
g ime o f  t he se  t h r ee  supe r io r s  t ha t  a communi ty -wide educa t iona l
program was  e s t ab l i shed  wh ich  brought  na t i ona l  prominence to
the  Soc i e ty .

The Normal  School a t  Mar i a  S t e in  provided l im i t ed  under -
g radua t e  co l l ege  t r a in ing  to  1914  bu t  i t  needed t eache r s  w i th
academic deg rees  to fu l f i l l  the  demands o f  Oh io ’ s  Educa t iona l
legi-slat ion .
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Subsequently a number attended the Sisters College at the
Catholic University and St. Xavier in Cincinnati, Ohio, where
many teaching sisters completed their academic training there-
after. In 1924-1928 I learned to know many promising members
of the Society at the Catholic University pursuing graduate
work who today are my most cherished friends. It was the sis-
ters of the Precious Blood Order who encouraged me to do health
research of sisters in 1925 and the first group to cooperate
in it .

My aunt, Sister Quatia, had no opportunity to receive an
education, at the time, however, according to her own version
she learned the shoemaker’s trade and became quite adept at
making soft-sole shoes for the members of the Society until
1900. With the increased growth in population the need for
Eucharistic hosts was urgent and upon her request she was
placed in charge of the woodburning ovens that baked untold
thousands of hosts in the next forty years. My greatest de-
light when visiting my two aunts at Maria Stein in the summer
was to watch Sister Quatia manipulate the hot irons in forming
the imprint upon the large hosts. However, I cannot discount
my eagerness in tasting and eating the broken ones.

Sister Bertranda, on the other hand had the opportunity
of Normal School training and attended many teachers’ summer
educational institutes held at M&ria Stein from 1895 to 1911.
She devoted her entire religious life to the education of chil-
dren in various parts of the country and as an associate of
Sister Laurentine Lennar tr , (my mother's cousin), established
the first parish school for blacks in Sedalia, Missouri in
1938.

My Grandparents shared their prosperity with the reli-
gious by bestowing money to the Society at various intervals.
Adam's diary relates the attendance of the family at the dedi-
cation of the new sisters quarters and Relic Chapel in 1892.
They did not overlook in providing money and comfort to the
local parish priest who lodged and boarded at their home for
many years - until 1906. Material and spiritual contributions
have been continued by the 2nd, 3rd and 4th generations of
this parent family in the present century.

For a moment raise the curtain of the past fifty years
so that one may look upon their lives in this devel6pment. In
less than fifty years the involved ones had witnessed great
changes. Living as Adam, his sisters, and their neighbors,
despite the absence of facilities to which we, today, are ac-
customed, they had enjoyed a beautiful country, uncultivated
but rich and picturesque. It was the parades, religious cele-
brations, family gatherings, and merry-making that took the
sharp edges off their loneliness and toil. In such a setting,
little village communities were formed in this area of 20 miles
square. Each village was centered with a village church and
a parish school that created awareness of the essential and
invincible human attributes of these men and women. The joys
and sorrows of one of these communities, St. Wendelin,
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cons t i t u t e s  t he  framework of  th i s  biographical s t o ry .

The r e su l t s  o f  t he i r  achievements  a r e  not  foreign to me
since  I had l i ved  and  spent  14  yea r s  of  my chi ldhood he re  and
had  c lo se  con tac t s  a l l  my l i f e  w i th  t he  people of  t h i s  circum-
scribed German Cathol ic  area  i n  the  extreme West-Centra l  pa r t
o f  t he  s t a t e .  As  l a t e  a s  the midd le  o f  the 20th Century th is
a r ea  was  s t i l l  do t t ed  w i th  i so l a t ed  v i l l ages ,  two to three
mi le s  apa r t ,  known a s  par ishes  of  we l l  bu i l t  br ick  churches  and
lof ty  sp i r e s .  Each hamlet  conta ined  a country genera l  s t o r e ,
and  a one- room red schoo lhouse ,  ab ly  managed by a teacher  who
was  a l so  the  par ish  o rgan i s t .  Nearby was  the home of  the  pas -
to r  and the  teacher  w i th  a few homes o f  r e t i r ed  f a rmer s ,  rad i -
a t ing on  the  periphery o f  the  v i l l age .  Due to the  immediate
proximity  o f  a church and school to my home and tha t  of the
mother  o f  my ch i ld ren ,  there developed a mutual  a t t i t ude  on the
meaning o f  l i fe  by u s  which we a t t empted  to t r ansmi t  to our
ch i ld r en .

We should no t  forge t  t ha t  there were l a t e r  p ionee r s ,  de-
scendants  of  the original immigran t s ,  i n  the second decade of
the 20 th  Century who had the  courage to add to the rel igious
and educational standards o f  the community when o the r s  about
them were s e l f - s a t i s f i ed .  This 2nd genera t ion  unit  was not
confronted wi th  the  extreme hardships  o f  rough l iving a s  the
fo re fa the r s  had experienced in the 19 th  Century .  Though con-
venient living in 1910 a s  we  vi i t  today was something s t i l l
to be  des i r ed .  Transportat ion was by horse  and buggy,  commun-
ica t ion  by telephone in the  country was  non -ex i s t en t ,  no cen-
t r a l  heating system o r  in te r ior  p lumbing ,  and no e l ec t r i c i t y
for  l i gh t  and power .  These conveniences ,  in t ime ,  would be
made ava i l ab l e ,  bu t  i t  was  the lack  o f  educat ion beyond the
three  R ' s  t ha t  prompted a few of t hese  20 th  Century pioneers
to seek  new a reas  of  knowledge,  thus  ra is ing the  educat ional
s t a tu s  of the  oncoming gene ra t i ons .  The fu l l  scope and  s ign i -
f icance  of  the impact of  th i s  face t  i n i t i a t ed  by  two ,  can never
be  fu l l y  apprec ia ted  by the i r  de scendan t s  un t i l  thei r  children
have  had the  oppor tun i ty  of  eva lua t ing  t he  ever  moving educa-
t i ona l  r ipples s e t  i n  mot ion by them.  In humi l i ty ,  may I
apply the  o ld  ax iom:  a generat ion o r  two mus t  intervene before
one  can  f a i t h fu l ly  and hones t ly  eva lua t e  and c r i t i c i ze .  Just
as the  fu tu re  (ou r  ch i ld r en ’ s  chi ldren)  wil l  judge u s ;  so we
a l l  a s  work-a-day h i s to r i ans  w i l l  tend to judge the pas t .  As
in te rp re ta t ion  of l i f e ' s  s i tua t ions  changes  from one  genera t ion
to another  so w i l l  the  reputa t ions  of  our forefa thers  change.

Thirty years la ter  o the r  emerging leaves ( sons  and daugh-
t e r s  o f  the 3rd and 4 th  genera t ions )  were compelled to.  seek
new areas of  occupations and profess ions ,  o ther  than tha t  of
fa rming .  The propagation o f  large  fami l ies ,  wi th  an  abundance
of avai lable  farmland in Mercer County ,  had des i rable  economic
and social values  in the  years  before 1900 which diminished
grea t ly  i n  the  three decades of  the 20th  Century .  I t  was  no
longer  f ea s ib l e  o r  economical fo r  sons and daughters o f  th i s
3rd and 4 th  gene ra t ions  to remain in the  area  due to unavai l -
able  farm l and .

Educat ional  advantages had mu l t i p l i ed  a hundredfold for
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them since many private and public schools and colleges in
nearby cities in Ohio, Indiana, Michigan and adjacent states
had been established. The parents, more affluent, were finan-
cially able to provide an education beyond the secondary
school for them. Hundreds of young men and women, descendants
of the old German stock, today, have college degrees and are
filling important positions in education, industry, salesman-
ship, medicine, and nurses in hospitals in all parts of our
country. They, too, are adorning and giving life to the an-
cestral tree.

At this point in time it would be well for all the de-
scendants of the ancestral members of the Jacob Abraham and Maria
Fecher Family to review the solid accomplishments, or at least
focus attention on the inheritance that had been given them.
What these settlers sowed in hardship and toil, generations of
today are reaping untold benefits. We. knowing the difficulties
and problems they encountered which they translated into situ-
ations of improved living, it is our obligation to equal or ex-
ceed their ambitions in our respective vocations.

Ending the biographical account of the family of John
Adam and Elizabeth (Stachler) Fecher, it could be feasible to
continue the life stories of their son Peter, my father. On
the contrary, he, having been greatly influenced by my mother,
Anna Lennartz, a knowledge of the ancestral family of Lennarts
should be of immediate significance. Unquestionably we shall
see presently that a high degree of environment and heredity
of this family had greatly influenced the oncoming generations.

66



LE
N

N
A

RT
Z 

FA
M

IL
Y

A
RN

O
LD

 &
 H

EL
EN

A

JO
H

N
 &

 M
A

R
IA

 (
H

O
FF

EN
) 

LE
N

N
A

R
TZ

Is
U

U
PE

TE
R

 &
 M

A
R

IA
 (

ZI
M

M
ER

M
A

N
) L

EN
N

A
R

TZ
',1

83
2

ll
li

am
 

&
 E

li
za

be
th

Fr
an

k
H

er
m

an
 

(3
)

Jo
se

ph
Ed

w
ar

d 
(2

)
B

er
th

a 
(H

ov
es

ta
dt

) 
(3

)
O

ti
li

a 
(S

r.
L

au
re

nt
in

a)
E

li
za

be
th

 
(K

le
m

m
)

Jo
hn

 
&

 C
hr

is
ti

n

M
ar

y 
&

 J
os

ep
h

(W
it

tm
er

)
Na

ry
W

il
li

am
Jo

se
ph

 
&

 C
at

he
ri

ne

S
ar

R
ob

er
t

&
R

ut
h 

(1
)

E
st

he
r 

(1
)

S
r.

 M
. E

li
za

be
th

M
ar

th
a 

(C
on

ne
ll

)
R

ev
. 

L
or

en
Jo

hn
 

(2
)

1 
. .

. 
.

4)
 M

ar
y 

(J
ac

ob
s)

Jo
hn

 
&

M
ar

y

T
he

re
se

 
(S

-b
ru

nn
er

Jo
se

ph
 

&
 J

ul
ia

A
da

m
R

os
e 

cr
R

ev
. W

il
li

am
(8

) 
A

nn
a 

&
 P

et
er

(F
ec

he
r)

C
ea

l
M

ay
m

e 
(4

)
L

eo Id
a 

(D
ic

km
an

)
L

en
or

a 
( T

im
bo

ri
ou

s 
)

Fi
rs

t 
G

en
er

at
io

n
Se

co
nd

 
G

en
er

at
io

n
T

hi
rd

 
G

en
er

at
io

n
(?

) 
N

um
be

r 
of

 
ch

il
dr

en

S □
C

hr
is

ti
ne

. 
&

 P
et

er
 

W
E

is

Pe
te

r
To

m
L

iz
zi

e
T

il
li

e 
(S

hi
ra

ck
) 

(5
)

LL
N

H
A

RT
 &

 M
A

R
G

A
R

ET

(4
) 

W
il

li
am

N
ar

y
(5

) 
Jo

hn
(7

) 
L

iz
zi

e
Jo

se
ph



CHAPTER I I

THE LENNARTZ ANCESTRY

Messages  of  ances t ry  exper iences  a r e  shadows of  t he  pas t ,
p ro j ec t ed  upon the  p re sen t .  A 200 year  p i c tu re  ou t  o f  the  book
of  l i f e  makes  up the gamut  o f  many r e l a t ed  s to r i e s  wh ich  w i l l
come to l i f e  a s  you turn these  pages .  Drawing upon memories of
t he  o lde r  gene ra t i ons ,  suppor ted  by  h i s to r i ca l  f ac t s ,  and  t a l e s
o f  experiences o f  members o f  the  l a t e  19 th  and  ea r ly  20th  Cen-
tu r i e s ,  I sha l l  a t t empt  t o  g ive  you the  background of  the  s ec -
ond  involved ances t r a l  f ami ly ,  t he  Lennar t z  Fami ly .

The h i s to ry  o f  t he  Duchy of  P rus s i a  be fore  1656  i s  l im i t -
ed because  of  i t s  po l i t i c a l  connect ions  w i th  tha t  o f  Branden-
burg and  o f  Cl eve  . Each o f  t he  t h r ee  t e r r i t o r i e s  had  been ru l ed
by  i t s  own E lec to r  under  t he  Suze ra in  and  con t ro l  of  Po l and .  A
Swed i sh -Po l i sh  conf l i c t  had  been  raging for  nea r ly  100  yea r s
when Sweden took con t ro l  o f  Nor t hem -Europe by de fea t i ng  Po land
a t  the  Ba t t l e  o f  Warsaw.  The E lec to r  of  P rus s i a  becoming an
a l ly  o f  Sweden,  s ec re t l y ,  was  ab l e  to th row of f  t he  yo lk  o f
Po land  wh ich  r e su l t ed  i n  her  sove re ign ty  and  independence .

A new E lec to r ,  F rede r i ck  I o f  P rus s i a  took con t ro l  i n
1701 a s  an abso lu t e  ru l e r  and  crowned h imse l f  a s  Freder ick
Wi l l i am,  King o f  P rus s i a .  P rus s i a  became an exaggera  ted  bu reau -
c racy .  Lu the ran i sm had  been e s t ab l i shed  a s  t he  s t a t e  r e l ig ion
which  c r ea t ed  much tu rmo i l  among the  minor  dukes  and much d i s -
s a t i s f ac t i on  among the  r i s i ng  midd le - c l a s s  and  peasan t s .  Com-
pu l so ry  mi l i t a ry  s e rv i ce ,  heavy  t axes ,  abso lu t e  ru l e  of  t he
Emperor ,  and the  consc iousness  o f  f reedom and  equa l i t y  u rged
many to mig ra t e  from Prus s i a  to Wes t e rn  Europe .

Lenhart  Lennar tz  , t he  f i r s t  known ances t r a l  member was
born i n  ea r ly  1700  a t  Hackhousen ,  P rus s i a ,  and  had  se rved  in
the  army under  t he  Second King o f  P rus s i a ,  F rede r i ck  Wi l l i am,
I I .  This  ru l e r ,  l i ke  h i s  f a the r  a t t ached  h imse l f  to Sweden and
Hol l and ,  adopt ing Lutheran ism and  Ga lvan i sm,  the reby  compro-
mis ing  Ca tho l i c i t y .

Arno ld ,  t he  son of Lenha r t ,  born i n  t he  same v i l l age
abou t  1730 ,  d id  mi l i t a ry  se rv ice  unde r  t he  t h i rd  k ing ,  Freder-
i ck  Wi l l i am the  Grea t ,  who ru l ed  from 1740  to 1786 .  P rus s i a
wi th  increas ing  mi l i t a ry  s t r eng th  and p re s t i ge  had ques -
t i oned  Aus t r i an  ru l e  o f  succes s ion  in the  German S ta t e  o f  Ba -
va r i a  i n  1778 .  Subsequen t ly ,  Aus t r i a  acqu ie sce ing  in  favor  o f
P rus s i a ,  augmented  t he  power and  p re s t i ge  o f  t he  l a t t e r  among
the  p r inces  o f  Europe t o  an i nc reased  deg ree .

I t  appea r s  t ha t  a b ro the r  of Arno ld  had  mig ra t ed  to Amer -
i ca  i n  Mid-  18 th  Cen tu ry ,  fought  in t he  Amer i can  War o f
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Independence and was  buried i n  a mi l i tary  cemetery in New York
S ta t e .  A marke r ,  inscribed wi th  the  name Lennar tz  and year of
internment  are s t r ik ing  testimony of i t s  poss ib le  c r edence .

A fami l ia r  Chr i s t i an  name,  John,  appears fo r  t he  f i r s t
time in t he  Lennartz C lan  in 1771 .  He was  the  son of Arnold
and Helena Fasbander and  served in t he  war aga ins t  France a t
t he  ba t t l e  of Wa te r loo ,  1815 ,  which  ended the  r e ign  of Napoleon .

Al l  men over  21 yea r s  of age  which  included John had  been
compelled t o  do periodic mi l i t a ry  duty  for  the p ro tec t ion  of
the  Pruss ian  Kingdom and  i t s  acqu i red  t e r r i t o ry .  The Pruss ian
Regiment  had  been known throughout  Europe for i t s  m i l i t a ry  e f -
f ic iency  and had been ins t rumenta l  i n  defea t ing  Napoleon in
1815 .  I t  being l a rge ly  supported by an a r i s t oc ra t i c  land-
holding c l a s s ,  known a s  Junkers ■ This po l i t i ca l  group dominated
the  European Aris tocracy and cont inued  to con t ro l  the German
Confederacy a f t e r  t he  fa l l  o f  Napoleon. External ly ,  the a f -
fa i rs  of  the Prussian Kingdom were  peaceful bu t  internal ly there
was no peace among the  peop le .  Frederick Wil l iam I I I  continued
the reign of an absolute despo t ,  s imi la r  to h i s  forebearers .
The increasing wave  o f  peop les ’  freedom and equality (known a s
the democratic r evo lu t ion ) ,  and the  adopt ion o f  Protes tanism
as the s ta te  re l ig ion,  encouraged many ca tho l ics  to migra te  to
Ca tho l i c  Bavar ia  and  on  to  Amer ica .

John had  married Mar ia  Hoffen, (born i n  1778 in Neuen-
k i r chen ,  P rus s i a )  about  1800 ,  bu t  sadness s t ruck  th i s  young
fami ly  for she d ied  one  year a f t e r  the bi r th  of  her  son ,  Pe t e r ,
i n  1805 . Pe t e r  was  rea red  by  his  f a the r  in the v i l l age  of
Hackhousen.  Growing to matur i ty  Pe t e r  learned to know of  Nferia
Zimmerman in the v i l lage  o f  Upper ton and they marr ied i n  1832 .
He ,  being aware o f  t he  mi l i t a ry  experience o f  h i s  g randfa the r ,
Arno ld ,  and h i s  f a the r ,  John, and  poss ib le  fu tu re  conf l i c t s  w i th
Aus t r i a  w i th  t he  unce r t a in ty  of re l igious and  po l i t i c a l  f r ee -
dom in  P rus s i a ,  decided to seek a new home for  the  f ami ly .  He
and Maria  and three  ch i ld r en ;  John,  Robert ,  and Wi l l i am,  mi -
g ra t ed  to Bavaria in 1841 ,  and  a few years  l a t e r  to Amer ica .
No h i s to ry  o f  t he i r  t r ip to America i s  ava i lab le  except  the
s to r i e s  r e l a t ed  by  John and  Robert  (my g rand fa the r ) ,  who were
a t  t ha t  t ime e igh t  and  f ive  years  o ld  r e spec t ive ly .  John ,  t he
o lde r ,  remembers coming to New York and  l a t e r  t ravel ing to
Columbus, Oh io .  It i s  possible tha t  they came to  Mercer  County
by  wagon from a canal port  l oca t ed  on  a waterway tha t  joined
wi th  t he  Miami Er ie  Cana l .  According to  f ami ly  records  th ree
more children b lessed  the family in America:  Mary born i n
1844 ,  Chr is t ina  i n  1848 ,  and  a son ,  Joseph,  in 1850 .  Tradition
and  accounts  of my g rand fa the r ,  Robe r t ,  es tab l i shes  a home in
Mercer County about 1849 ,  near S t .  Jo seph ' s  Convent of the
Precious Blood Soc i e ty .

An early his tory of the s e t t l e r s  in Mercer County re fers
to a Henry Lennartz,  born i n  P rus s i a ,  1836 .  who came to  Amer i -
ca wi th  his parents  (names unknown),  in 1848 .  Henry had mar-
ried in 1868  and ra i sed  four chi ldren;  D ina ,  Bernard ,  Harman
and Edward .  -A member of th is  family moved to Celina and  ca r -
r i ed  on  finance and  t r ade .  No doub t ,  this  Lennartz family was
a branch of t he  o ld  ances t ra l  family i n  Pruss ia  and  inf luenced
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Peter  to s e t t l e  i n  Oh io .  The ea r ly  h i s to ry  o f  t he  Coun ty ,
ed i t ed  about  1870 ,  l i s t s  o the r  mig ran t  f ami l i e s  w i th  those  of
Lenna r t z ;  Sudhoff ,  Weave r ,  E i f e r t ,  Jacobs ,  Do l l ,  Snyder and
o the r s ,  a l l  wor sh ip ing  a t  S t .  Joseph

It appear s  t ha t  t he  Pe t e r  Lenna r t z  f ami ly  had  d i f f i cu l ty
in making a living on  the  s emi -c l ea red  l and .  The pa ren t s ,  ap-
p rox ima te ly  60 years  o f  age ,  and the  o lde r  sons  having  no t a s t e
for  f ron t i e r  grubbing dec ided  a f t e r  the l a s t  w in t e r  had  s e t t l ed
in  Mercer  County in 1859  to move to Fo r t  Wayne, Ind i ana .
Robe r t ,  mar r i ed  i n  1856  and wi th  a p ro f i t ab le  t r ade  i n  shoe and
boo t -mak ing ,  r ema ined  in  Oh io .

The growing town of  Fo r t  Wayne on  the  sho re s  o f  two
r ive r s ,  had shown rapid i ndus t r i a l  expansion wi th  un l imi t ed
po ten t i a l s  and  growth in  popu la t i on .  Wi th  each  returning
spring many young men and  women had  been  encouraged to  s eek
employment  i n  t he  newly e s t ab l i shed  indus t r i a l  p l an t s  i n  t h i s
growing town of  nor thern  Ind i ana ,  s ince  f ea r l e s s  en t r ep reneu r s
demanded fac to ry  worke r s ,  c l e rks ,  and  equal ly  f ea r l e s s  s a l e s -
men to develop the i r  bus ines se s .  The  i ndus t r i a l  p rogress  had
been an  i n s t i ga to r  for  young men to en t e r  s emi -p ro fe s s iona l
pos t i ons :  r ea l t o r s ,  a t t o rneys ,  insurance  agen t s ,  s ec re t a r i e s ,
and managers  of  sma l l  s t o r e s .  Unders tandably , John and Wi l l i am ,
hearing o f  the  be t t e r  l i fe  in Fort Wayne mus t  have  p res su red
the  paren ts  to move in the summer o f  1860 ,

Many young women, a s  we sha l l  s ee ,  des i r ing  more p l ea san t
l i v ing  than f ron t i e r  household  d rudge ry ,  found household  em-
ployment  i n  af f luent  homes in t h i s  thriving town .  In t he  same
year  t ha t  t he  Lennartz f ami ly  came to  the  l i t t l e  c i t y ,  two
s i s t e r s ,  Chr i s t ine  and Mary E l i zabe th  Leuenberger ,  f rom Law-
renceberg , Indiana found  employment i n  two of t hese  homes .

The one  Ca tho l i c  Church in  F t .  Wayne,  S t .  Mary ’ s  was  the
cen t r a l  po in t  o f  worship where  John and  Wi l l i am learned  of  t he
Levenberger s i s t e r s  who a l so  a t t ended  th i s  chu rch .  The  ac -
qua in t ance  and  cou r t sh ip  of  a few years  completed two happy
mar r i ages ;  John and Chr i s t i ne  in 1862  and  Mary E l i zabe th  and
Wi l l i am in  1864 .

John r ea l i z ing  t he re  was no  need for  t he  end  l e t t e r  2 ,
dropped i t  and  was  w ide ly  known a s  John Lenna r t ,  a succes s fu l
r ea l t o r  and  in su rance  b roke r .  He and  Chr i s t i ne  r a i s ed  a f am-
i ly  of  f ive  t o  ma tu r i t y ;  Wi l l i am,  John ,  Mary ,  Lizzie  and
Joseph .  Chr i s t i ne ,  the  mo the r ,  known a s  Aunt Chr i s t i ne  from
Ft .  Wayne, was  t he  f avor i t e  of  a l l  2nd and  3rd gene ra t i on
nephews in  Oh io .  John ,  he r  husband  died  in 1905  bu t  Aun t
Chr is t ine  l i ved  w i th  he r  son Wi l l i am J r .  for 20  years  o r  more ,
dying in  1927 .

Aunt  Chr i s t ine  w i l l  always be remembered by me for her
f ac i a l  expression and her  i n t e r e s t i ng  conve r sa t i on .  She had
dark brown eyes ,  very b r igh t  and  piercing ones ,  p l an t ed  abou t
a sma l l  pinched nose .  F lu t t e r s  o f  pure wh i t e  cu r l s ,  covering
he r  pe r f ec t l y  ch i se l ed  fo rehead ,  ended sharply a t  her ea r s .
Her cheeks had  the  color ing o f  peaches ,  s e t  o f f  w i th  che r ry -
l ike l i p s .  A t  her  advanced age ,  her  neck ,  arms and hands ,
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though s l igh t ly  shrunken, were st i l l  fair a s  a China Do l l .  She
was a copious  ta lker  w i th  a sweet  vo i ce ,  whi le  he r  cons t an t
cha t t e r ing  about the  good l iving i n  F t .  Wayne,  f lowed rhy thmi-
cally w i th  the forward and  backward swaying of  her  rocking
cha i r .  Wil l iam J r .  w i th  whom she  r e s ided ,  had  mar r i ed  Mary
Be l l e  who was  a favor i te  cousin of  my Aunt  Rose ,  daughter of
Rober t  and they wi th  daughter  Irene and Aunt Christine were
f r equen t  v i s i t o r s  i n  Oh io .  I r ene ,  age  20 ,  spen t  many hour s  o f
merriment  wi th  u s ,  her country cousins a t  the  Lennartz home-
s t ead  .

Wi l l i am,  bro ther  of  John and  Robert known a s  Uncle B i l l ,
w i th  h i s  w i f e ,  Mary El izabeth ,  and h i s  pa ren t s ,  (Pe t e r  and
Mar i a ) ,  moved to  tentrose, Missouri  a f te r  a six-year s t ay  in
F t .  Wayne. I t  appeared that  bus iness  oppor tuni t ies  were i n -
creasing f a r the r  Wes t .  Indeed my Uncle  Bill had  had a very
succes s fu l  bus iness  i n  Mon t rose .  N ine  ch i ld r en  were  born  to
this family  during t he  period 1867  and  1885 .  Unfor tunate ly ,
Uncle  B i l l ' s  mo the r ,  Mar i a ,  l i ved  bu t  f ive  yea r s  i n  t h i s  beau -
t i fu l  va l l ey  of  Mis sou r i  , bu t  t he  f a the r ,  Pe t e r ,  l i ved  t o  1887 .
Both  a r e  bur ied i n  Montrose .

Many mi les  separa ted  t he  members  o f  t h i s  family  w i th
those  o f  Robe r t ' s  in Ohio but  i n  sp i t e  of  the d is tance  there
were  exchanges o f  l e t t e r s ,  and family v i s i t s  by t he i r  son Her-
man o f  Bolder and the daugh te r ,  E l i zabe th ,  known to a l l  o f  u s
as L izz ie  Klemm, she had married George Klemm of F t .  Wayne.
L izz ie  Klemm was  a favor i te  cous in  o f  Aunt Rose  and her  brother
Rev .  Wil l iam Lennar tz .  As  a youngster a t  the ce lebra t ion  o f
F r .  Wi l l i am’s  F i r s t  tess, I remember Lizzie Klemm, one of o l ive
complexion of a r i ch  co lor  w i th  hair tha t  g lowed golden in the
sun l igh t .  Her face was  l ighted by brown eyes w i th  long thick
eye l a shes .

I t  was a very  pleasant  surprise to me ,  nearly f i f ty  years
l a t e r  t o  mee t  Martha Klemm, daughter  of  Lizz ie  who had mar r i ed
Cornelius Connell  of F t .  Wayne,  and the i r  son ,  John ,  residing
in  t ha t  c i t y .  Another  son ,  Loren Klemm, i s  an ordained p r i e s t ,
member of  the Franciscan Friars of t he  Cincinnati  Province .
The fami ly  o f  tertha ha s  had many v i s i t s  a t  our  farm home in
Greene County ,  i t  be ing ad j acen t  to S t .  Leonard ' s  Seminary,
Provincia l  House of  the Franciscans. Martha has  provided the
very  ea r ly  and  l a t e  19 th  Cen tu ry  h i s to ry  o f  t he  Lennar t z  ances -
t ry  to an exceedingly praiseworthy deg ree .  C t i l i a  Lennartz ,  a
blood s i s t e r  o f  Lizzie Klemm, known a s  Sister  Laurentina o f  the
Precious  Blood S i s t e r s ,  was  a companion t each ing  nun wi th  S i s -
ter  Bertranda and on  many occasions  the two t augh t  i n  t he  same
v i l l age  and  a t t ended  annual  summer re t rea t s  w i th  a vacation a t
Maria S t e in .

Wi l l i am,  t he  f a the r  o f  t he se  nine children d ied  in Mon-
t ro se  i n  1907 ,  bu t  Mary E l i zabe th ,  t he  mother  l i ved  for  many
yea r s ,  and a f t e r  her  husband ' s  death  returned to F t .  Wayne.
She lived wi th  her  daughter ,  El izabeth  Klemm until he r  death in
1941 a t  the age  of 95 .

Joseph ,  the  youngest  son of Pe te r ,  known as Uncle Joe
from Seda l i a ,  eventual ly moved from F t .  Wayne to Sedal ia ,
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Missour i ,  where  he died i n  1915 .  The two daughters  of  h i s :
Ida ,  (mar r ied  Mr. Dickman o f  Muskogee ,  Ok lahoma) ,  and Lenora,
(mar r i ed  Mr .  Timborious o f  Seda l i a ) ,  were  f r equen t  v i s i t o r s  a t
Robe r t ’ s  country home in  Oh io .  In r ea l i t y ,  no g rea t e r  and  more
marked warm re la t ionship  could  have been d i sp layed  than tha t  o f
the  members o f  the  Lennartz  f ami l i e s .  As l a t e  a s  1958 ,  upon
the  dea th  o f  Aunt  Rose  - age  81  yea r s ,  Ida and  Lenora expressed
the i r  h ighes t  e s t eem o f  the  hosp i t a l i t y  and warmth o f  Aun t  Rose
and  o f  the o the r  cous ins  in Oh io .

The o ldes t  daugh te r  of  Pe t e r  Lenna r t z ,  Mary ,  mar r i ed
Joseph Wi t tmer  who a l so  l i ved  i n  Montrose  w i th  t he i r  two ch i l -
d ren .  Bo th  died a f t e r  1900  and  a r e  bu r i ed  i n  Mont rose .

Chr i s t i na ,  t he  younges t  daugh te r  of  Pe t e r ,  marr ied Pe t e r
Weis o f  Ce l ina ,  Oh io .  He r  husband was  a ve ry  succes s fu l  bus i -
nessman and  loca l  po l i t i c i an .  The i r  sons and daugh te r s  r e -
mained  in  Merce r  County  and he ld  annual  f ami ly  ga the r ings  a t
Robe r t ’ s  home.  Son ,  Tom o f  Ce l ina ,  daugh te r ,  L i zz i e ,  ( a  pub -
l i c  school  t e ache r ) ,  and ano the r  daughter  T i l l i e  who mar r i ed
the  country doctor i n  S t .  Henry ,  we re  the  principal sponsors
o f  t hese  happy occas ions .

From th i s  point  ou r  s t o ry  mus t  revolve  about  the ac t i v i -
t i e s  of  Robe r t ,  my g randfa the r  and the members of  his  f ami ly .
Drawing the  cur ta ins  and e l imina t ing  them from th i s  p i c tu re
would be s t a r t l i ng  and  d i s a s t rous  s ince  i t  wou ld  end  the  na r r a -
t ion o f  many capt ivat ing l i f e  s t o r i e s  of th is  ancestral  f ami ly ,
t he  progeni tor  o f  my mothe r ,  Anna Lenna r t z .  I sha l l  a t t emp t  to
re l a t e  t he  amiab le ,  l o f ty ,  and  lovab le  cha rac t e r i s t i c s  o f  t hese
members ,  for  a l l  were  a l igned  to and  r e f l ec t ed  generous  s en t i -
ment  of  sympathy and  f r iendship  to a l l ,  connubial  l ove ,  and
pa ren t a l  t ende rnes s .

Robe r t ,  a s  a teenager  was  more i n t e r e s t ed  i n  bus ines s
and  in  mee t ing  people  than  in  f a rming .  He wa lked  th ree  and
one -ha l f  m i l e s  f rom h i s  f a the r ’ s  f a rm to F t .  Recovery fo r  two
or  more yea r s  t o  become an appren t ice  to Mr.  Roop,  a cobb le r .
Applying himself  d i l i gen t ly ,  he l ea rned  the t rade  we l l  and  soon
became  known, f a r  and  wide ,  a s  a f i r s t - c l a s s  boot  and  shoe
bu i lde r  among the  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h i s  l im i t ed  a r ea .  He marr ied
Sa rah  Weave r ,  daugh te r  of  a Pennsy lvan ia -Du tch  farmer who came
in to  t he  a r ea  o f  St Joseph near  t he  Convent  o f  the  s i s t e r s  i n
1855 .  The two mar r i ed  i n  1856 ,  purchased a two-s tory  log house
on a two-acre  p lo t  on t he  Ind ian  Boundary Line ,  one  and one -
ha l f  mi l e s  West  o f  S t .  Wende l in .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,  t he  growing
town o f  F t .  Recovery became a good t rad ing  pos t  and  demanded
many handmade l ea the r  p roduc t s  for t he  home and f a rm,  t hus ,
promising Robert  a good  marke t  through a loca l  r e t a i l e r ,  Mr .
McDonald ,  for  many yea r s .

Sarah Weaver,  my g randmothe r ,  was  born i n  Columbus ,  Ohio
in  1837 o f  Pennsylvania -Dutch  ances t ry .  This e thnic  group con -
s i s t ed  o f  German speaking people f rom S i l e s i a ,  known a s  Dunk-
a rds  who migra ted  ea r l i e r  from Ho l l and ,  Swi tzer land  and the
lower Ba lkans .  This  mixed e thn i c  group upon migra t ing  to Amer-
i ca  mingled w i th  t he  fol lowers  o f  Wil l iam Penn (Quake r s ) ,  in
the Lancas ter  a rea  and  were  known a s  "Penn Du tch . "
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The c i t y  o f  Lancas t e r  i n  the ea r ly  20 th  Century was  bus t -
l ing  and  p rog re s s ive .  Here  and the re ,  were remains  of  o ld
t imes :  cur ious  l i t t l e  houses  of  one - s to ry  s t ruc tu re  w i th  ve ry
s t eep  roofs  w i th  one  o r  two dormer-windows peeping ove r  t he
edge .  They were  the  houses  o f  o ld  German Lancas t e r s .  One ,
v i s i t i ng  t h i s  o ld  town wou ld  be  s t ruck  by the  pecu l i a r  foreign
appearance and  o f  the  conversat ion of  many of  the fo lk s .  In the
town and  byroads o f  t he  country were  men wi th  long beards  and
flowing ha i r  pa r t ed  i n  the  cen t e r ,  whi le  the wives  w i th  p l ea san t
ma t ron ly  f aces ,  re f lecr ing  humi l i ty  and s imp l i c i t y ,  demons t r a t ed
a s ty l e  o f  l iv ing t ha t  reminded one  o f  the p i c tu re s  o f  ea r ly
Chr i s t i ans .  This was  ve ry  pronounced in t he i r  d re s s  o f  s t a rched
whi t e  cap ,  a handkerchief  c ro s sed  on  the  b rea s t ,  a wh i t e  ap ron ,
and p l a in  drab ma te r i a l  for  d r e s se s .  These women had  inhe r i t ed
a s ty l e  o f  baking and cooking tha t  c rea ted  de l i c ious  and  who le -
some foods .  Their  rec ipes  a r e  found in  our cookbooks of today :
ch icken  and  po t  -p i e ,  ponhaus ,  sweet  and  sour  cabbage ,  s aue r -
k rau t ,  spae t z l e ,  e t c .  They were  a l so  no ted  fo r  t he i r  de l i c ious
bak ing :  shoo f ly  p i e ,  l ebkuchen ,  Chr i s tmas  cook ie s ,  rye b read
wi th  k immel ,  cornmeal  g r idd l e  cakes  and many o the r  de l i cac i e s .

The l anguage  was  a d i a l ec t ,  hodgepodge o f  many idoms ,
us ing  Eng l i sh  a s  t he  base .  I am aware  of  many express ions  t ha t
pas sed  from my Grandmother  down to t he  2nd  gene ra t i on  and  had
been s t amped  on  my memory in  younger yea r s  a s :  "Grandfa the r  and
grandmothe r  l i ve s  on  t he  h i l l ,  a l i t t l e  up ou t  where  t he  road
ge t s .  When Susan  (Susannah ,  g r andmothe r ' s  s i s t e r )  mar r i e s
Jacob she ' l l  be  f ixed of f  good for  t he  government  w i l l  g ive  h im
a war  pens ion .  Make the  l i gh t  ou t .  Mom's on  t he  t ab le  and
pop ' s  ha l f - e t  a l r eady .  You be  good or  t he  Be l sn i ck l e  come .
Jonnie  s tung  h i s  foot w i th  a bee  and  i t  ouches  h im t e r r i b l e .
K i s s in  wea r s  ou t ,  cookin don ' t . "

Sa rah ' s  f a the r ,  John Weave r ,  bom 1807 ,  nea r  Lancas t e r ,
came to  the  Ohio  coun t ry  w i th  h i s  pa ren t s ,  b ro the r s  and  s i s t e r s
about  1830 .  I t  appears  t ha t  they  t r ave l ed  by  cana l  to the Ohio
Rive r  and  se t t l ed  on land of  v i rg in  fo re s t  nea r  Ba tav i a ,  Oh io ,
Eas t  o f  C inc inna t i .  According to t he  names on the  tombs tones
in  an o ld  cemete ry  a t  Ba t av i a ,  the  b ro the r s  and s i s t e r s  of  John
were  Susannah ,  Sa rah ,  J ane ,  Dan and  Jacob.  John mar r i ed  Ca th -
e r ine  F ry ,  bo rn  1806 ,  no t  one  o f  the  b re th ren ,  bu t  a Ca tho l i c
wh ich ,  no doub t ,  i n f luenced  John and  Ca the r ine  to l eave  Ba tav i a
and  by  cana l  boa t  from Por t smou th  on  the  Ohio  R ive r  t hey  came
to  Columbus where  Sarah was  bom Chr i s tmas  Day-1837 .  The coup le
had th ree  more  daugh te r s ;  Susannah ,  Jane and Mar i e ,  and two
sons ,  Jacob and  Dan.  before  moving to Merce r  County  i n  1855 .
Examining newspaper  accoun t s  i n  l oca l  Ohio pub l i ca t i ons :  Colum-
bus  D i spa t ch ,  Day ton  Journal  & T imes ,  and Tbledo B lade ,  one
f inds  t ha t  hundreds  of  Ca tho l i c  f ami l i e s  we re  moving wes tward
to t he  Oh io - Ind i ana  s t a t e  l i ne  s ince  news of  t h i s  p roduc t ive
r i ch  l and  cou ld  be pu rchased  a t  $20  pe r  ac re  w i th  ava i l ab l e
r eady  marke t s  fo r  t he i r  produces i n  towns a long  the  E r i e  Cana l .

The f ami ly  o f  John Weaver came to  t he  s emi -c l ea red  coun-
t ry  o f  Mercer  County a few yea r s  before  the  Lennar tz  f ami ly
moved to  Ind i ana .  I t  i s  to be  remembered tha t  John Adam and
El i zabe th  Feche r ,  my g randpa ren t s ,  had  a going homes t ead  to t he
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Eas t  o f  S t .  Joseph .  The do?en o r  more Ca tho l i c  f ami l i e s  l i v ing
in  t h i s  Wabash va l l ey  worshipped a t  t he  Convent  where  a mon th ly
re l i g ious  se rv ice  was  he ld .

The sma l l  saw mi l l  and  corn c rusher  on t he  r iverbank ad -
j acen t  to S t .  Jo seph ’ s  Convent  was  an excel len t  po in t  to l ea rn
of new se t t l e r s  and area ac t i v i t i e s .  According to chronological
da t e s ,  Rober t  l ea rned  o f  the  Weaver fami ly  and  the  acquaintance
o f  Sarah sho r t l y  a f t e r  a r r i va l  fo r  i t  was  in 1856  tha t  they  were
marr ied  i n  t he  nearby chapel and  e s t ab l i shed  a home in t he  two-
story log house  on  the  Indian Boundary L ine .

The  h i s to ry  of  t he  Mid -19 th  Cen tu ry  ances t r a l  fami ly  o f
the  ma te rna l  s i de  r evea l s  t ha t  Rober t  and  Sarah (Weave r )  Len-
na r t ?  were  t he  pa ren t s  of Anna Lenna r t ? ,  my mothe r .

I t  can be  recalled t ha t  Sa rah  had  three  s i s t e r s .  'Her
s i s t e r  Susannah ,  known a s  Aunt  Susan  marr ied Jacob Hammon, a
wagon-maker  who en l i s t ed  in the  U .S .  Army in  1863 ,  and a f t e r
having been d i s ab l ed  he  r e tu rned  to  Mercer  County and  e s t ab l i sh -
ed  h i s  home ( a  sma l l  co t t age )  a few hundred s t eps  West  o f  t he
S t .  Wende l in  Church .  He supplemented h i s  wa r  pens ion  by odd
fobs  among the  loca l  f a rmer s ,  the reby  support ing a growing family
of e igh t  ch i ld r en  to ma tu r i t y -  Aun t  Jane ,  t he  second s i s t e r ,
mar r i ed  Joseph Sondermann,  whose  t r ade  a s  a b l acksmi th  demanded
him. t o  be  an  a r t i s an  and  dex te rous  i n  c r ea t i ng  iron and  wooden
produc t s .  He was  known a s  a whee l -wr igh t  , and h i s  sk i l l  was
known th roughout  the  a r ea .  He and  Jane l i ved  i n  F t .  Recovery
where  t hey  were  known a s  one o f  t he  i n f luen t i a l  members of  the
Sondermann C lan .  The f ami ly  p re s t i ge ,  I am ce r t a in ,  had been
augmented  by  the i r  th i r teen  daugh te r s  who man i f e s t ed  t h i s  w i th
much g race ,  fo r  a l l  were  adep t  s a l e s  l ad i e s  i n  t h i s  growing
town .  One daughte r  joined the  S i s t e r s  o f  t he  P rec ious  B lood ,
S i s t e r  Gonzaga ,  an  able  t eache r  who became a supe rv i so r  in t he
schoo l s  of Mercer  Coun ty .  A l l  members  were i n t ima te  cous ins
and  frequent  v i s i t o r s  a t  the  coun t ry  home o f  Robe r t ' s .  Upon the
dea th  of the pa ren t s  they  moved to Ca l i fo rn i a ,  and continued to
communicate by l e t t e r s  w i th  Aunt  Rose and my Unc le .  Fa the r
Wi l l i am.  Learning o f  the dea th  o f  Aunt  Rose in 1958 ,  they ex-
p ressed  deep sympathy and pra ised  highly her  unique qua l i t i e s .

Jacob and  Dan ,  t he  two sons o f  John and  Ca the r ine ,  r e -
mained wi th  t he  pa ren t s  on t he  farm to about  1880 ,  bu t  having
grea t e r  oppor tun i t i e s  and  a l e s s  rugged f ron t ie r  l i f e ,  a l l
moved to t he  sma l l  v i l l age  of Ege ,  Ind i ana ,  near  Rome Ci ty  where
the  g raves  of the  pa ren t s  and the  son Dan a r e  entombed in t he
v i l l age  ceme te ry .

Robert  and  Sarah i n  t he  f i r s t  t h i r t y  yea r s  o f  mar r i ed
l i f e ,  l i ved  in t he  one and one -ha l f  s tory  log  house .  His boot
and  shoe  indus t ry  was  conduc ted  in t he  smal l  a rea  o f  t he  f i r s t
f l oo r  o f  a l e an - to ,  a t t a ched  to t he  house .  Through d i l igen t  and
e f f ec t i ve  workmanship he developed a s t eady  bus ines s  and  a ready
marke t  for h i s  p roduc t s ,  By 186'7 t hey  purchased  80 ac re s ,  ad -
j acen t  to t he  two acres  f rom Mr.  Mossing and was  i n  a pos i t i on ,

f i nanc i a l l y ,  t o  erect  a new b r i ck  house  in 1890 .

Wi th in  a per iod o f  20  years  a growing f ami ly  o f  e igh t
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chi ldren had been born  i n  t he  log house :  John in 1858 ;  Mary,
I860 ,  Adam, 1863 ;  The res e , 1865 ;  Joseph,  1868 ;  Anna ,  1870 ;  Rose ,
1872 :  and Wi l l i am,  1875 .

The farm had  been c lea red  of a l l  deb t s  by  1880 a t  wh ich
t ime the  l a rge  two - s to ry  b r i ck  house  had  been  e r ec t ed .  Keeping
in t ac t  t he  o ld  log house  he  u t i l i z ed  t he  en t i r e  f i r s t  f loor  o f
i t  f o r  h i s  work .

Many farm ne ighbors  and  f r iends  pas sed  the i r  t ime a s
gues t s  i n  h i s  shop for  t hey  en joyed  the se  v i s i t s  due to h i s
p l ea san t  and  f r i end ly  d i spos i t i on  wh ich  he  demons t r a t ed  to a l l
and  a t  a l l  t imes .  One cou ld  no t  spend a few minu te s  o f  h i s  peg -
ging time and  no t  hea r  and  l i s t en  t o  h i s  eve r - to -be  remembered
homespun ph i lo sophy .  Among the  shoemake r ’ s  gues t s  was  a d i s -
t i nc t  and  recognized  v i l l age  rea l  e s t a t e  broker  who a f t e r  a num-
ber o f  v i s i t s  i n f luenced  him to  take a hand a t  hardware and  add
ha rnes s  to the boo t  and shoe i ndus t ry  in F t .  Recove ry .

Wi th in  t he  yea r  Rober t  a cqu i r ed  an  i n t e r e s t  i n  the  ha rd -
ware  bus ines s  wh ich  i nc luded  boo t s ,  shoes  and  ha rness  and  d i r -
ec t ed  h i s  son - in - l aw ,  John Jacobs ,  t omanage  i t  and  who l a t e r  was
as s i s t ed  by Robe r t ' s  son Joseph .  John Jacobs had mar r i ed  Mary ,
the  o ldes t  daugh te r ,  whereupon they  purchased  a house  on Wayne
Avenue  in  the  town which now had  grown to a sma l l  c i t y ,  approx-
ima te ly  one  mi le  squa re .  Rober t  and  h i s  son - in - l aw ,  bo th  i n t i -
ma te ly  known by a l l  c i t i z ens  and bus ines s  men ,  were encouraged
to trade the hardware s to r e  for a l oca l  hote l  about  1887 .

The ho t e l  tha t  g randfa the r  Rober t  acquired was  the cur-
r en t  combination rooming-house w i th  sleeping rooms on  the  s econd
f loo r  and  an ea t ing  and drinking sect ion on  the  f i r s t  f l oo r .
The bu i ld ing  was a two - s to ry  s t ruc tu re  w i th  an en t rance  from the
s t r ee t ,  l ead ing  direct ly  in to  t he  lower a r ea ,  known a s  the  s a -
loon .  The saloon was  equipped wi th  a h igh ly  carved  mi r ro r  and
mahogany ba r ,  covering t he  one  wa l l  comple t e ly ,  t he  l i ke s  of
which  i s  a r a r i t y  and no t  seen t oday .  I t  had an extended b ras s
foo t - r a i l  a long the  f ront  and many po l i shed  b ra s s  cusp ido r s ,  s e t
a t  r andom,  abou t  t he  cen t r a l ,  huge ,  ba r r e l  s t ove .  Free  food
wi th  t he  purchase  of drinks was  the customary and  go ing  p rac t i ce
a t  t he  turn o f  the  cen tu ry .

Subsequen t ly ,  a few yea r s  a f t e r  this  bus ines s  t r ansac -
t i on ,  son Joseph marr ied a young l ady  o f  the  town whose  home
was  near  t ha t  o f  h i s  s i s t e r  Mary.  Jo seph ,  now of ma tu re  age ,
e s t ab l i shed  h i s  home in a small  g rowing  town in  Indiana and ac -
cep ted  t he  ro l e  of a s a l e sman  in a l a rge  department s to re  about
twen ty  mi l e s  f rom h i s  home.

As  a boy  I remember Unc le  Joe as  one who appeared t o  be  a,
man of  means  and charm as  one would display under  the gu i se  o f
p rospe r i t y  and a l l  i t s  cont r ibut ing  g races .  When v i s i t i ng  t he
o ld  homes tead  in the  country  he  talked b r i l l i an t ly  and  gay ly
wi th  fami ly  members ,  having no f ea r  o f  de tec t ion  of  d i f f i cu l t i e s
tha t  he mus t  have  had a t  t imes for  these  v i s i t s  were  infrequent
and  usua l ly  accompanied by  a chi ld  o r  two .  Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  I am
no t  i n  a pos i t i on  to r e l a t e  t he  good qua l i t i e s  of  h i s  w i f e ,
s ince  I had  neve r  met  he r .  Unc le  Joseph commuted the  20 mi l e s
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da i ly  f rom h i s  home to  t he  p l ace  of  bus iness  by  e l ec t r i c  i n t e r -
u rban .  Burning wi th  h igh  hopes and  eage r  expec t a t i ons ,  specu la -
t ing on the  pos s ib i l i t i e s  o f  be t t e r  and more  a f f l uen t  days  t o
come ,  he was never  able  to complete  h i s  d r eams .

Af t e r  t rading the  ha rdware  s to r e ,  grandfa ther  d i scon-
t i nued  h i s  sk i l l fu l  occupa t ion  o f  process ing  l ea the r  in to  u se -
fu l  p roduc t s .  A l l  of  h i s  time and tha t  of  h i s  son - in - l aw  were
now devoted  to t h i s  l a t e s t  bus ines s  venture wh ich  ended in  ga l -
loping debacle i n  a few yea r s .  Robert  managed the a f fa i r s  du r -
ing the  day whi le  his son - in - l aw  supervised t he  de t a i l s  o f  bo th ,
t he  rooms and the  s a loon ,  a t  n igh t .  My mothe r ,  Anna ,  t hen  a
teenager who had s ince re  f i l i a l  r e spec t  fo r  he r  f a the r ,  r e l a t ed
the de t a i l s  o f  h i s  bus iness  ven tu re  to me a s  I grew in to  ma tu r -
i t y .

I t  was h i s  custom and  da i ly  rou t ine  to cart  e s sen t i a l
foods  of  mea t ,  soups ,  e t c .  w i th  ho r se  and buggy in t he  ea r ly
morning to h i s  bus ines s  wh i l e  she and her  s i s t e r  Rose  ca r r i ed
baske t s  o f  newly baked cook ie s ,  c akes ,  p i e s  and b read  for  t he
day ’ s  bus iness  a few hour s  l a t e r .  For them th i s  t a sk  o f  walking
the  three  and one -ha l f  m i l e s  t o  t he  town ho te l  was  more  than
b i -week ly  in t he  summer and  con t inued  for more than  a few yea r s .

Grandfa ther  wou ld  never  refuse  to a s s i s t  a ne ighbor  even
of  the roughes t  t o i l .  He was  one  o f  those  happy mor t a l s  who
took the  wor ld  easy and  gave  l i t t l e  t hough t  o f  wha t  tomorrow had
in s to r e .  He ,  being an openhanded gen t l eman ,  eager to he lp  a l l
in d i f f i cu l ty ,  i t  was  bu t  a sho r t  t ime when the  fami ly  found  the
fa rm and  the  bus ines s  had  been mor tgaged ,  i nc lud ing  many pe r -
sona l  mone ta ry  ob l iga t i ons .  I t  appeared t ha t  h i s  adv i se r s ,  hy -
pocr i t i ca l  f r i ends ,  were more i n t e r e s t ed  i n  s a t i a t i ng  t he i r
se l f - indu lgence  than to acknowledge the  va lue  o f  a s incere
f r i end .  These  s a loon - squa t t e r s  took every advantage o f  h i s
benevolence and did not  s t op  un t i l  a l l  my g randpa ren t s ’  l ife
earnings had been squande red .  These cronies  who came dai ly  to
the  s a loon ,  appearing worse  from wear  and tear  o f  time and
dr ink ,  found the warm spo t  o f  Robe r t ' s  good na tu re ,  who was  un -
aware o f  h i s  mi s t akes  and i l l - d i r ec t ed  hosp i t a l i t y .  His ex t r a -
vagance expressed h i s  gene ros i t y ,  h i s  c r edu l i ty  of  who le  hea r t ed
fa i th  in a l l  he me t ,  and  h i s  pe rsona l  cha rac te r i s t i c s ,  mir rored
rich sp i r i t ua l  va lues  bu t  poor  f inanc ia l  ab i l i t y .  According to
the  family  h i s to ry  he pu t  no cons t ra in t  upon these  imbibing
gues t s  un t i l  1900  when he found tha t  h i s  decaying bus iness  cou ld
borrow no more money f rom ne ighbors  and  f r i ends .  The end r e -
su l t ed  i n  u l t ima te  d i s a s t e r  o f  bankruptcy.  Subsequen t ly ,  Grand-
mother  Sarah l ea rned  of t he se  f i nanc i a l  d i f f i cu l t i e s  in 1900
tha t  had  l ed  to th is  mi s fo r tune ,  a d i sg race fu l  country inc iden t  .

I remember her  a s  a swee t ,  doc i l e ,  f eeb l e ,  e lde r ly  l ady
s i t t i ng  and rocking in  t he  homemade, sp l i t  -h ickory  rocker i n  t he
f ron t  room,  neve r  leaving the  house  t he rea f t e r .  She was smal l
in s t a tu re  wh i l e  the mos t  no t i ceab l e  expression of her  p l a in
sma l l  f ace  was s imple  r e s igna t ion .  She appeared to be  a lways
t i r ed ,  ever ready wi th  a t i n t  o f  a smi l e  bu t  so r t  of  was t ing
away in  a s low bu t  hope l e s s  dec l ine ,  even tua l ly  to her  g r ave  in
1903 .  I t  was t he  opinion o f  many tha t  she d i ed  o f  a broken
hea r t  from the  e f f ec t s  of t he  f i nanc i a l  d i s a s t e r  and from
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embar rassment  and shame o f  t h i s  f i a sco  t ha t  was  we l l  known
abou t  t he  coun t ry  s ide .

In the  i n t e rven ing  yea r s  p r io r  t o  1900 ,  Pe t e r ,  son o f
John Adam, had  mar r i ed  t he  daugh te r  Anna ,  my mothe r ,  i n  1892 .
Fo r tuna t e ly ,  t hey  were  ab l e  t o  s ave  t he  homes t ead  by paying a l l
j u s t  and  lawful  deb t s  of  t he  pa ren t s .  Grand fa the r  had  no more
in t e r e s t  i n  t he  town bu t  l i ved  qu i e t l y  on  t he  f a rm wi th  t he
unmar r i ed  son Adam, and  ma iden lady  Pose

I t  was  Unc le  Adam who  con t inued  to  f a rm the  o ld  home-
s t ead  wh i l e  Aun t  Rose p rov ided  every comfor t  f o r  t he  g rand -
f a the r  un t i l  his dea th  in  1917 .  Though ne i the r  of  t he  two
mar r i ed ,  they  ma in t a ined  a we lcome  and p l ea san t  hab i t a t  fo r
b ro the r s ,  s i s t e r s ,  and  d i s t an t  unc l e s  and  cous in s .

Seeing Uncle Adam as  a s t r ange r  o r  f i r s t  v iew,  one  wou ld
probably cons ider  him r a the r  a s t r ange  looking man due to  h i s
squ in t - eyed  express ion  caused  by a nea r ly -c losed  l e f t  eye ( an
ex t r eme  degree  o f  s i gh t l e s snes s  due  to  an acc iden t ) ,  and  a
ha l f  - v i s ion  o f  the r i gh t  one .  The  many r ecogn ized  f ac i a l
s ca r s ,  and  o the r  mi ld  d i s ab i l i t i e s  from pas t  farm acc iden t s ,
acknowledges h i s  l im i t ed  ab i l i t y  i n  managing an ima l s  and manip-
u l a t i ng  mach ine ry .  I r emember  h im  a t  age  f i f t y ,  t a l l  o f  s t a t -
tu re  , f i gu re ,  s l ende r  and  wi ry ,  sa l low face  w i th  g ray  shadow
ha i r  ca r e l e s s ly  s t reak ing  h i s  fo r ehead .  Examining the se  cha r -
ac t e r i s t i c s  one  wou ld  conc lude  h i s  anx ious  coun tenance ,  and  a
somewhat  sunken f ace ,  exp re s sed  r e f l ec t i on  and  pu rpose ,  no t  a
gen ia l  one ,  bu t  more  sea rch ing  and though t fu l .  As  I g rew
o lde r ,  learning more  abou t  h im ,  I found h im f r ank ,  chee r fu l ,
absen t  o f  de lu s ions  and  o f  an amiab le  d i spos i t i on .  His f ee l -
i ngs  and  conduc t  would wear  we l l  w i th  t hose  abou t  him a s  can
be  a t t e s t ed  by h i s  sp in s t e r  s i s t e r  - Rose .  He admired he r  and
they ,  t oge the r  a s  b ro the r  and  s i s t e r ,  c a r ed  fo r  each o the r  many
yea r s ,  bo th  l iv ing  beyond four  s co re  yea r s .

Aunt  Rose  was  beau t i fu l  of  f ace  a s  a monumenta l  ange l  a t
he r  advanced age ,  i nd i ca t i ng  t ha t  he r  you th  had  no t  been  denied
the  g i f t  of  beau ty .  There  was  no compla in t  o f  so l i t ude ,  so l i -
tude even con t inued  was  no t  i rksome to  he r .  I t  was  abso lu t e ly
necessary  to know he r  in o rde r  to  l i ke  he r  for  he r  face was  ex-
p re s s ive  and  gen t l e ,  he r  eyes  b r igh t  and handsome and g i f t ed
wi th  a winning beam and a smi le  t ha t  represen ted  a l anguage
spoken so f t l y  and wi th  a f f ec t i on .  Her mou th  and eyes  were  we  11
p ropor t i oned ,  w i th  de l i ca t e  skin and a f ine flow of cu r ly  g ray
ha i r  we l l  a r r anged .  There shou ld  be  no ques t i on  in  t he  mind
of  the  reader  why he r  cous in s ,  nea r  and f a r ,  were eage r  to
v i s i t  t he  o ld  ances t r a l  home of  Robe r t ’ s .  She was  my Godmother
in bap t i sm and  my f avo r i t e  Aun t .

Uncle  John,  t he  o ldes t  son of  Rober t  mus t  have been a
handsome man i n  h i s  you th .  As  a man o f  50  yea r s  he  impres sed
one  wi th  h i s  a th l e t i c  f i gu re ,  p i c tu red  a s  one  t a l l  and so l id ly
bu i l t ,  bu t  s l i gh t ly  obese .  He had  a hea r ty  handgrasp ,  f i rm
mouth  and wi th  h i s  pa i r  of  r e so lu t e  g r ay  eyes  and  impe tuous
pos tu re  demons t r a t ed  an  eage rnes s  t o  deba t e ,  u sua l ly  po l i t i c s .
These  fac ia l  cha rac t e r i s t i c s  con t r a s t ed  we l l  w i th  h i s  dark
brown ha i r ,  sprinkled w i th  g ray .  He ,  t he  Alpha o f  the  f ami ly ,
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l ike h i s  youngest  b ro the r  Wi l l i am,  t he  Omega, chose the  t each -
ing  profess ion  for  fu r the r  po l i t i c a l  and  educa t i ona l  ac t i v i t i e s  .
Af t e r  a few yea r s  o f  teaching he  en t e r ed  po l i t i c s  and was r e -
e l ec t ed  County Auditor  o f  Seneca County  in Ohio fo r  more than
20  yea r s .  Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  a t  midd le  age  h i s  hea r ing  f a i l ed  him
comple t e ly  bu t  w i th  much d i l igence  and  ingenui ty  he  became a
sk i l l f u l  and  unacknowledged l i p r eade r .  A t  t he  r eques t  o f  the
Oh io  Sena to r  t he  Pres iden t  appoin ted  h im a member o f  t he  In t e l -
l i gence  Service  dur ing t he  F i r s t  World War and p resen ted  him an
ach ievement  Award in  1919 ,

Uncle  John mar r i ed  a beau t i fu l  g i r l ,  Mary swing o f  Tiff i n  ,
who had  had  many des i r ab l e  qua l i t i e s  i n  he r  you th .  I remember
he r  mos t  v iv id ly  when she was  beyond midd le - age .  She ,  a t  t ha t
t ime  was  s tou t ,  ex t r eme ly  and  exces s ive ly  f a t .  Her g r i zz l ed ,
auburn  ha i r  w i th  i nnumerab le  swi r l s  and  tw i s t s  about  t he  f ace
and  head ,  and  he r  l a rge  puf fy  g ray i sh -b lue  eyes ,  were unab le  to
de t r ac t  one ’ s  a t t en t ion  from her  bu lbous  nose .  Her one  ambi -
t ion  in l i f e  a t  th i s  age  was  to bes tow upon he r  one and  on ly
daugh te r  a l l  t he  g i f t s  t ha t  had been  her  ' s i n  he r  you th :  beau  ty ,
a b i rd - l i ke  vo ice  and  a ba l l e r ina  o f  no t e .  Reg re t ab ly ,  a l l
t he se  g i f t s  o f  her  you th  had  been squandered the  pas t  t h i r t y
yea r s  a f t e r  losing he r  voice  a t  age  25 .  Though he r  soul  f lamed
wi th  r ap tu re  a s  she r e l a t ed  the  years  of he r  you th ,  he r  s t ou t
o ld  body shuddered wi th  shame when she s a id ,  " I  would  s t i l l  be
young and beau t i fu l  i f  th is  o ld  th roa t  were  d i f f e r en t .  My
voice wou ld  ring to t he  end  o f  the ea r th . "  She ough t  no t  have
reviewed the  o ld  long ago for i t  wou ld  never  r e tu rn  aga in .  How
for tuna t e  t ha t  Uncle John was  a counter-balance w i th  h i s  wi t
and  p l ea san t r i e s .

Rev .  Wi l l i am Lennar t z ,  C .S .C . ,  a f t e r  teaching a few years
a t  t he  S t .  Henry high school  decided to be  a Holy  Cross  p r i e s t
o f  Nd t re  Dame, Ind i ana .  He .  one of  a g roup  o f  four who had
been  acknowledged na t iona l ly  a t  tha t  t ime ,  was  a no t ed  deba t e r
in the seminary .  Af t e r  be ing  o rda ined  in  1912 he became a h i s -
t o ry  professor  a t  t he  Ca tho l i c  Un ive r s i t y  of  America  i n  1918 ,
and the  Prov inc ia l  o f  the Jun ior  Seminary in 1928 .  Due to the
lo s s  o f  the s igh t  o f  one  eye about  1920  he  was  unab le  to a t t a in
h i s  g r ea t e s t  a sp i r a t i on ,  a Benga lese  Missionary i n  Southern
Ind ia .  Through f ee s  from many o f  h i s  l e c tu re s  and the  edi t ing
of h i s  magaz ine ,  "The  Benga le se , "  he  was  ab l e  to e s t ab l i sh  a
number o f  mi s s ion  pos t s  in Benga l ,  I nd i a .

F r .  Wi l l ,  my unc l e ,  was  responsible  for  the  founda t ion  of
the  Holy Cros s  Mis s ion  Seminary,  known a s  Benga le s  Seminary i n
Wash ing ton .  Here young Holy  Cros s  s emina r i ans ,  de s t i ned  fo r
fo re ign  missions in Benga l ,  were t ra ined  by h im and  h i s  a s so -
c i a t e ,  F r -  Michael  A .  Ma th i a s  Af t e r  the  l o s s  o f  t he  s igh t  o f
one  eye ,  h i s  a s soc i a t e  con t inued  the  mi s s iona ry  work and  v i s i t -
ed Dacca ,  Eas t  Pak i s t an ,  to learn  more of  the  problems of  Bang-
l adesh .  The medical  needs  of  the people were  so overwhelming
tha t  upon the  re tu rn  o f  F r  . Ma th i a s  to t he  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  t hey
encouraged a young medica l  doc tor ,  Anna Dengal and  three nu r se s
to form a r e l ig ious  community to respond to the healing needs
in  t he  Eas t .  Th i s  was  the  beginning o f  the Medical Miss ion  Re -
l i g ious  Community,  combining r e l i g ious  l i f e  w i th  t he  p rac t i ce
o f  med ic ine ,  now a community o f  ove r  700 women medical  r e l i g ious  .
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Coinc iden ta l l y ,  I l earned  to  know Anna Dengal i n  Wash-
ing ton  in  1924 .  when  she had  r ece ived  pe rmis s ion  from Rome to
beg in  the new founda t ion  of s i s t e r s .  Her en thus i a sm and  in -
sp i ra t ion  encouraged  me to  i n i t i a t e  t he  f i r s t  hea l t h  r e sea rch
s tudy  o f  r e l i g ious  s i s t e r s  i n  t he  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  in 1925 .  The
re su l t s  of t h i s  s t udy  s t imu la t ed  me  to con t inue  t h i s  r e sea rch
hea l th  work  o f  s i s t e r s  fo r  t he  nex t  f i f t y  yea r s .  In t h i s  pe r -
iod  w i th  t he  coopera t ion  of  many s i s t e rhoods  I was  p r iv i l edged
to conduct many mor t a l i t y  and  morb id i ty  su rveys  of  Ca tho l i c
Re l ig ious  pe r sonne l ;  100 ,000  s i s t e r s  and 35 ,000  r e l i g ious  c l e r -
gy  in  the  Un i t ed  S t a t e s .  The  f i r s t  and o r ig ina l  survey was
made  in 1925  and the  l a s t  one  i n  1973 ,  which was  a t en -yea r
epidemiological  cancer  survey o f  230  s i s t e rhoods .  The hea l th
and  demographic survey of  t he  s i s t e r s  and the  c l e rgy ,  cover ing
50  yea r s ,  i s  p r e sen t ed  in  my l a t e s t  book ,  L i f e -S ty l e  and Demo-
g raphy  o f  Ca tho l i c  Re l ig ious  S i s t e rhoods  and Hea l th  of  O the r
Re l ig ious  Groups ,  1975 ,  The  beau t i fu l  cha rac t e r  o f  Unc le  Wi l l
was  second  to none  except  t ha t  o f  my Mothe r .

As  we  learned  ea r l i e r ,  Mary,  t he  e ldes t  daugh te r ,  mar r i ed
John Jacobs to whom were  born three  daugh te r s  and a son :  Mar -
ga re t ,  F lo rence ,  Co le t t a  and Eugene .  A mos t  i n t e r e s t i ng  romance
deve loped  in  the  l i f e  of Marga re t .  As  a c l e rk  in a groceiy in
F t .  Recovery she  became acqua in t ed  w i th  a l l  t he  g i r l s  in the
town and  two o f  her g i r l  f r i ends ,  hoping to  c r ea t e  an i n t e r e s t -
ing  and  unusua l  e scapade ,  wro t e  C targaret 's  name and  add re s s  on
an  egg (one  o f  many in  a c a se  o f  24  dozen ) .  The  ca se  of  eggs
even tua l ly  found i t s  way  to a bake ry  i n  Eas t  Bos ton ,  Massachu-
se t t s ,  t he  Hock Bake ry .  Mr.  Hock’ s  son ,  Wi l l i am (age  22 ) ,  l o -
ca t ed  the  egg  in  h i s  da i l y  rou t ine  and  dec ided  to  l ea rn  more
abou t  t h i s  Marga re t  Jacobs  i n  Oh io .  One  l e t t e r  encouraged  the
second and  wi th in  a year  Wi l l i am v i s i t ed  t he  J acob ' s  f ami ly .
The two were  mar r i ed  in 1906 ,  and Margare t  became  a member o f
the  Hock Bakery .  She w i th  he r  husband con t inued  the  bus ines s

fo r  over  f i f t y  yea r s ,  ab ly  a s s i s t ed  by  a daugher  He len ,  and
he r  s i s t e r s .

The Hock Bakery was a comple t e  un i t  w i th  t ha t  of l i v ing
qua r t e r s  in a na r row,  th ree  - s tory  b r i ck  bu i ld ing .  I t  was
s t r i c t l y  conf ined  and sur rounded  by  many s imi l a r  t h ree  - s to ry
s t ruc tu re s ,  housing whole  f ami l i e s .  The bake ry  proper w i th  a l l
i t s  f ac i l i t i e s  was  in t he  basemen t .  B read ,  p i e s ,  c akes ,  e t c .
we re  marke ted  on the  s t r ee t  f l oo r  wh i l e  the l iving qua r t e r s
were  on  t he  two f loo r s  above .  The second f l oo r  con ta ined  the
fami ly  dining room and the  k i t chen  and  u t i l i t y  rooms the reby
allowing ample  s leep ing  rooms  for t he  f ami ly  on t he  t h i rd .
Wi th  p r ide ,  i t  can be sa id  t ha t  Margare t  r ea r ed  members  of  a
beau t i fu l  f ami ly  o f  so l i d  cha rac t e r  in  t he se  su r round ings .  An
in t ima te  r e l a t i onsh ip  w i th  Marga re t ' s  f ami ly  emerged ,  and for
more  than  30 yea r s  there  ex i s t ed  a d i s t i ngu i shed  f ami ly  warmth
and  love  be tween  us .  In  1930  on t he  occas ion  of  a New York
Li f e  Insu rance  Club Convention of  four  days  he ld  a t  Swampscot t
nea r  Bos ton ,  i t  was  Marga re t  who in s i s t ed  upon the  ca re  o f  ou r
four -mon th  o ld  daugh te r ,  Ju l i e  Mar i e .  The many v i s i t s  a t  t he
Deaconness  Hosp i t a l  in  Bos ton  by her  daugh te r ,  He len ,  du r ing
the  cancer  conva l e scence  per iod  i s  one  never  t o  be  fo rgo t t en
by the  f ami ly .  Margaret  had  demons t r a t ed  t he  warmth ,  s e l f l e s s -
nes s ,  devo t ion ,  and  love  of t he  Lenna r t z  ances t ry  to  t he  N th
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degree a t  a l l  t imes .

Therese ,  daughter o f  Robert ,  mar r ied  Henry S te inbrunner  ,
a success fu l  farmer i n  Darke Coun ty ,  who reared  n ine  children
to ma tu r i t y :  Sa rah ,  Rober t ,  Anna ,  Pau l ine ,  V ic to r i a ,  Ca r l ,
V incen t ,  O t to ,  and F re ida .  Sa rah ,  the  o ldes t ,  became a member
of t he  Holy Cross  S i s t e r s  (S i s t e r  JU l i t t a ,  C .S .C . ) .

Wi th  much pr ide  bu t  w i th  modes ty  I mus t  r epea t  t ha t  i f
one  had  over looked the des i r ab l e  human cha rac t e r i s t i c s  and  un -
usua l  accompl ishments  o f  t he  Robert  Lennar tz '  f ami ly ,  the  p re -
sen t  and fu tu re  gene ra t i ons  wou ld  never  have been apprised o f
the  po l i t i c a l ,  soc i a l ,  and r e l i g ious  impac t  t h i s  f ami ly  had  had
upon the  l oca l  community and  the na t i on .  Wi th  humble  acknowl-
edgement  I recognize  t he  world-wide contr ibut ions  made by  a
few members  o f  t h i s  p rogeny  f ami ly ,  reaching beyond the  20th
Century -

Tn summarizing the  con t r i bu t ions  of the r e l i g ious  pe r -
sonnel  o f  bo th  the  Fecher  and Lennar tz  f ami l i e s ,  one  mus t  add
to t hose  o f  t he  ea r ly  gene ra t i on ,  t he  p r i e s t s  and  s i s t e r s  of
t he  2nd and  3 rd :  S i s t e r  Ju l i t t a ,  C .S .C . ,  ( a  cous in ) ;  S i s t e r
Mar i e  Ju l i e ,  O .S .U . ,  (my daugh te r ) ;  Rev . Ju l i u s  Fecher  , C .PP  .S  . ,
(my b ro the r ) :  Roger J .  Feche r ,  V ice  Pres iden t  of  S t .  Norbe r t ' s
Co l l ege ,  Green  Bay,  Wiscons in ,  (my son ) ;  Rev .  Jerome S te in -
b runne r ,  C .PP .S . ,  ( a  cous in ) ;  and  Rev .  Loren Conne l l ,  O .F .M. ,
( a  cous in ) .  I t  i s  obvious  t ha t  t he  members o f  the 3rd and
4 th  gene ra t i ons ,  the  leaves  o f  th i s  ances t ra l  t r ee ,  have  en -
hanced the  beau ty  of  this genea logica l  s t ruc tu re .
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CHAPTER I I I

PETER AND ANNA (LENNARTZ) FAMILY

My fa the r ,  Pe t e r  Feche r  and  my mothe r ,  Anna Lenna r t z ,
we re  mar r i ed  in t he  mi s s ion  chu rch  of  S t  Wende l in  by Rev .
An thony  Dick ,  the mi s s ion  p r i e s t  a t  t he  H immelga r t en  Convent
on  September  17 th ,  1892 .  H i s  ob l iga t i ons  were  to admin i s t e r
r e l i g ious  s e rv i ce s  on  Sunday  and  perform mar r i age  and bu r i a l
r i gh t s  during t he  week  of t he  f ami l i e s  sur rounding  the  v i l l age
o f  S t .  Wende l in .  Bo th  f a the r  and mo the r  worsh ipped  he re  and
were  ac t i ve  members  of  soc i a l  and r e l ig ious  soc i e t i e s .  Adam,
fa the r  o f  Peter  had nego t i a t ed  w i th  Mr.  Ke l l e r  for  65  ac re s ,
adjacent  and  across  the road f rom h i s  s t a t e ly  b r i ck  house  for
the  newly -mar r i ed  coup le .

The two-room co t t age  on  i t  could  no t  be  occup ied  un t i l
Augus t  o f  the  next  yea r ,  1893 .  Robert  Lenna r t z ,  upon comple-
t i on  o f  h i s  new br ick  house  i n  1880  did no t  r aze  h i s  two-s to ry
log house  s ince  he con t inued  h i s  boo t  and shoe indus t ry  on the
f i r s t  f l oo r  and  harness  and o the r  l e a the r  p roduc t s  on t he
second  f loor un t i l  he  d i sposed  o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  in the  ha rd -
ware  and  l ea the r  s t o r e  i n  F t .  Recovery  i n  1887 .  The vacant  log
house  pe rmi t t ed  my pa ren t s  to occupy i t  t empora r i l y  for  nea r ly
a yea r ,  a f t e r  wh ich  t ime  the  two-room co t t age  on  the  farm be -
came  the i r  permanent  home.

The v i l l age  o f  S t .  Wende l in  w i th  i t s  chu rch ,  s t o r e ,
s choo l ,  and nearby homes ,  comple t ed  the  four -po in t  c ro s s road .
Fann ing  ou t  i n  t he  four d i r ec t i ons  were  t he  u sua l  ru t t ed  roads
in  t he  sp r ing ,  l i gh t ly  cove red  w i th  a heavy  l aye r  o f  dus t  i n
the  summer ,  bu t  furrowed and  f rozen  ha rd  i n  t he  w in t e r .  Going
wes tward  some f ive  hundred  s t eps  t oward  the d i rec t ion  of my
grandpa ren t s  home, tu rn ing  l e f t  over  a nar row,  swinging foo t -
b r idge ,  one  approached th i s  two - room co t t age .

I t  was  i n  t h i s  co t t age  w i th  a sma l l  ove rhang ing  porch a t
t he  f ron t  door ,  I was  born on  one cold blus ter ing winter  day in
mid  February 1897 .  My Godpa ren t s ,  Aun t  Rose  Lennar tz  and Uncle
John Feche r ,  car r ied  me to the v i l l age  church  to be bap t i zed ,
Cons t an t ine  John ,  Cons t an t ine  in honor of  t he  pa r i sh  p r i e s t ,
Cons t an t ine  Vogelmann , and  John in  honor o f  my Godfa the r ,  John
Feche r .  A l l  p r e sen t  p red ic ted  t ha t  my fu tu re  l i f e  would be
f i l l ed  w i th  unusual  exper iences ,  some sad ,  bu t  more  joyous and
happy ones  due  to my p l ea san t  d ispos i t ion  and  f ac i a l  cha rac -
t e r i s t i c s .  According to t he  words  of  my Godmothe r ,  Aun t  Rose
Lenna r t z ,  "He smi led  dur ing  t he  en t i r e  ceremony even when the
sa l t  was  p l aced  on his  tongue  and  the  bap t i smal  wa te r  poured
on  h i s  fo r ehead . "  Viewing my baby  p i c tu re  my body was  r ea son -
ab l e  i n  s i ze  topped wi th  a t i ny  round head se t  o f f  w i th  two
sma l l  b lue  eyes  which became r a the r  pene t r a t i ng  brown ones  la  t e r  .
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A nickname in. a sma l l  v i l l age ,  in  s choo l ,  o r  in  t he  rura l
a r ea  was  an  i nd i ca t i on  of  ce r t a in  marked  cha rac t e r i s t i c s  o f  t he
ind iv idua l .  Blessed ,  w i th  a d imple  in  each  cheek ,  gene ra t i ng  a
con t inuous  smi l e ,  I was  dubbed wi th  t he  nickname "Sn i l e s " .
There  was  s e ldom a day  when th i s  name  was no t  hea rd .  ’ ’Smi l e s”
i t  was  and  remained  a s  my popula r  name  for many yea r s ,  i nc lud -
ing my h igh  school  yea r s  a t  S t .  Jo seph ’ s  Academy ,  Renss l ae r ,
Ind i ana .  The  name Cons t an t ine  a t  t imes  was bo th  an  advan tage
and  a hand icap  dur ing  my l i f e .  For  o f f i c i a l  bus ines s ,  m i l i t a ry
se rv i ce ,  and  for a d i s t i ngu i shed  honorar ium i t  was  Cons t an t ine
John .  As a boy and  t eenage r  i n  add i t i on  to ’ ’Smi l e s "  i t  was  Con-
s t an t ,  bu t  l a t e r  a s  an  adu l t ,  Cbn John .

At  t h i s  j unc tu re  i n  t ime  i t  i s  neces sa ry  to  i n t roduce  a
second pe r sonage ,  a go lden  -ha i r ed  , b lue  - eyed  g i r l  born one
year  l a t e r .  She ,  t he  mo the r  o f  my ch i ld r en ,  was  equa l ly  a s
impor t an t  a s  t ha t  o f  t he  na r r a to r ,  thereby augment ing  ou r  j o in t
con t r i bu t ion  t o  t he  soc i a l ,  educa t iona l  and  r e l i g ious  phases
o f  the  l i ve s  of  ou r  ch i ld r en .  No doub t ,  a few o f  t he se  a t t r i -
bu t e s  had been inhe r i t ed  f rom pas t  ances to r s  and t r ansmi t t ed
to  20 th  Century  gene ra t i ons .

Much knowledge o f  t hose  yea r s  wou ld  be  l o s t  to  fu tu re
gene ra t i ons  i f  one were  to cons ider  l i gh t ly  the  exper iences  o f
the  j o in t  l i ve s  of  our  ch i ldhood  and t eenage  pe r iods  i n  t he
f i r s t  decades o f  the  20 th  Century  which  have been  in t r i n s i ca l l y
in f luenced  by the  env i ronment  of  ou r  ances to r s .

The f i r s t  pages  o f  my book o f  memory carr ies  t he  p i c tu re s
o f  t he  Chr i s tmas  even t s  o f  the  yea r s  o f  1902-1903 .  My o lde r
s i s t e r ,  Ve ron ica ,  and  my b ro the r ,  Norbe r t ,  v i s i t ed  the aged
grandparen t s ,  Adam and E l i zabe th ,  i n  t he  s t a t e ly  b r i ck  house
ac ros s  t he  way .  A t  the  t ime  they  p re sen t ed  u s  w i th  u se fu l
g i f t s  and  ex tended  the  g ree t i ng ,  ’Mer ry  Chr i s tmas  and  a Happy
New Year* , i n  German.  In turn  we  responded wi th  t he  same Ger -
man sa lu t a t i on  a f t e r  wh ich  we  r e tu rned  home  wi th  a sack  o f
candy ,  an app le ,  and  an o range .  The p r ac t i ce  of  g r ee t i ng  t he
g randmothe r ,  Uncle  John and  h i s  new wi fe  Anna ,  con t inued  fo r
many yea r s  a f t e r  t he  dea th  o f  my g rand fa the r ,  Adam,  i n  1903 .
Happ i ly ,  be ing  the  godch i ld  o f  Unc le  John and  a f avo r i t e  o f  the
coup le ,  I wou ld  f i nd  a do l l a r  b i l l  hidden in  a g i f t  from him
and  Aunt  Anna for t hey  remembered  me ,  pe r sona l ly ,  w i th  g i f t s ,
money  and f avo r s ,  on  many  occas ions .

Memor i e s  o f  my mothe r  i s  t he  In t roduc to ry  Chapter  of  my
Book  o f  Memory .  Her p raye r fu l  a t t i t ude  and cons t an t  u t t e r ance
o f  the  en t r ea t i ng  words ,  " J e sus ,  Mary ,  and Joseph he lp  me , '
appear  to be  i nde l ib ly  s t amped  upon my in t e l l ec t .  No doub t ,
t he  meaning of  t h i s  e j acu l a t i on  had been  emphas ized  fo r  many
yea r s ,  ( a s  long a s  I can r emember ) ,  for she exhor t ed  a l l  o f
he r  ch i ld ren  and g randch i ld ren  to r epea t  t he se  i n sp i r a t i ona l
words  whenever  in d i f f i cu l ty .

One ea r ly  memorable  experience a t  age  5 years was  an Eu-
cha r i s t i c  ce lebra t ion  o f  a 13  year  o ld  neighbor you th  who was
a member of  the  1902 Communion C la s s .  (The  sacrements  o f  t he
Eucha r i s t  and Confirmation were  no t  adminis tered unde r  age  13
yea r s . )  This  event  was  a very formidable a f fa i r  fo r  t he
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communicant and  fo r  me ,  h i s  young cand le -bea re r  fo r  I accom-
pan ied  h im  and  ca r r i ed  t he  o rnamen ta l  c and le ,  h i s  ro sa ry ,  and
h i s  p r aye r  book .  No doub t ,  my fo rmal  d r e s s  of newly  des igned
kn icke r s ,  E ton  j acke t  w i th  a l a rge  t u rnove r  co l l a r ,  and  the  new
pa ten t - l ea the r  shoes  were  t he  ob i ec t s  t ha t  immor t a l i zed  t h i s
occas ion  for  me ,  r a the r  t han  t he  r e l i g ious  r i t ua l .

O the r  ea r ly  memor ies  of  mine  were  o f  t a s t e s ,  bo th  p l ea -
san t  and  d i s ag reeab le .  I t  was  t he  unp leasan t  ones  of  ca s to r -
o i l ,  Sco t t ' s  Emul s ion ,  and the  ha t e fu lnes s  o f  unswee tened  l i c -
o r i ce  cough syrup tha t  a r e  mos t  prominent . I t  i s  t rue  t ha t
many  communicable  d i s ea se s  a f f ec t ed  the  f ami ly  bu t  I remember
one  on ly ,  t he  mumps ,  i n  my f i r s t  yea r  o f  s choo l .  Th i s  cou ld
have  been  a s soc i a t ed  w i th  t he  f i r s t  reader  wh ich  was my con -
s t an t  bed-  companion a t  t ha t  t ime .

At  age  s ix  I en t e r ed  schoo l  and  had the  f i r s t  oppor tun i ty
of  competing i n  the  t h r ee  R’ swi th  o the r  boys and  g i r l s  o f
s imi l a r  age  i n  t he  one-room v i l l age  s choo l .  E l ig ib i l i t y  of
becoming  an a l  t e rboy  was  pos s ib l e  a s  soon  a s  one  was ab l e  to
r ead  and  r ec i t e  t he  La t in  Mass p rayers  f rom memory .  Th i s ,  I
accompl i shed  a t  t he  end  of  t he  f i r s t  yea r  and  r ece ived  f i r s t
mer i t  in  compe t i t i on  w i th  o the r  a l t e r  boys  much o lde r  and  more
expe r i enced  members  o f  t he  advanced  g rades .

The one - room schoo l  wh ich  I a t t ended  was  w i th in  walk ing
d i s t ance  o f  my home bu t  a t  t imes  I f ound  the  t r ip  bo ld  and
da r ing .  In t he  f a l l  and  sp r ing  my b ro the r  and  I ven tu red  a
sho r t cu t  by c ros s ing  a nearby  c reek  ove r  a l og ,  wh i l e  i n  the
win t e r  i t  was  t rudging th rough  the  deepes t  snowdr i f t s  o r  t e s t -
ing  t he  t h i cknes s  o f  t he  i ce  on t he  c r eek .

The schoo l room lacked  p re sen t  day f ac i l i t i e s  and  comfor t
s ince  a c en t r a l ,  l ow ,  ca s t i ron ,  hea t ing  s tove ,  a ccomoda t ing
th ree - foo t  cord s t i cks ,  supp l i ed  ex t reme warmth  to i t s  ne igh-
bo r s  bu t  had  l i t t l e  e f f ec t  on Jack F ros t  on  the window panes .
I t  was  t he  chore  o f  the l a rge r  boys  to  ca r ry  i n  t he  wood  and
keep a pos s ib l e  l eve l  t empera tu re  t h roughou t  t he  day .  The ab -
sence o f  i ndoor  f ac i l i t i e s  (p lumbing ) ,  was  supp l i ed  by  two
bu i ld ings  a t  t he  f a r  comers  o f  t he  p l ayg round ,  each p l a in ly
marked  ’ Boys , ’ 'G i r l s ’ .  The woodshed ,  f i l l ed  w i th  measu red
th ree - foo t  cordwood was  a t  one  s ide  o f  t he  s choo lhouse  near
the  en t r ance .  Ib an i ron  pump ,  bo l t ed  to a wooden base  t ha t
cove red  a dug we l l ,  was  a cha ined  t i ncup ,  i t  was  t he  cupbearer
tha t  s a t i s f i ed  the  t ru ly  t h i r s ty  one .  On o the r  occas ions  i t
cou ld  have been  the means  of  scrubbing an urchin  o r  of  ano the r
to  drown the  memory o f  a recent  pun i shmen t  w i th  a goodly  gu lp
o f  co ld  spring wa te r .

A few o i l  lamps wi th  r e f l ec to r s  hung on each wa l l ,  p ro -
v id ing  add i t iona l  l i gh t  on ve ry  da rk ,  ove rcas t  days .  Fortu-
na t e ly ,  w i th  a rura l  one - room school  eve ry  two mi l e s  t he  t o t a l
en ro l lmen t  in  a school  was  f rom 25 to 35 pup i l s  whose  every-
day comfor t  in  t he  s choo l  was  s imi l a r  to  t ha t  o f  t he  home .  By
and  l a rge ,  a l l  ch i l d r en  were  eage r  to  a t t end  school  and  the re
was  no  need  fo r  a t r uan t  o f f i ce r ,  and  the re  was  no absence .

Na tu ra l l y ,  t he  f i r s t  exper iences  o f  the  f i r s t  days  were
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v iv id  memories  o f  mine .  The new,  sh iny  McGuffey Primer which
cos t  13d ,  depicted human in t e r e s t  s t o r i e s  i n  l e t t e r  sounds ,
words ,  sentences  and p i c tu re s .  L i t t l e  was  known of the pho -
ne t i c  method  o f  reading a s  such ,  bu t  th is  pr imer  car r ied  the
es sen t i a l s  o f  the sys t em.  Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  th is  method  was  d i s -
carded  by the  school  sys t em about  1930 ,  revived l a t e r  in t he
mid -cen tu ry  and  now in  accep tance ,  thus  in t ime res tor ing  t he
reading ab i l i t y  of ch i ld ren  i n  t h i s  l a s t  qua r t e r .  As  a coun t ry
school  teacher  w i th  s ix  yea r s  of exper ience,  i t  i s  my opinion
tha t  t h i s  me thod  a s  a ba se  w i th  o the r  reading and  spe l l i ng  ex -
e rc i s e s  embodied except iona l  good  reading sk i l l s .

The f i r s t  pages  o f  the primer conta ined  the  s to ry  and
p ic tu re s  o f  a c a t  running a f t e r  a r a t  t ha t  was  going fo r  s a f e ty
under  a s l i gh t ly  r a i s ed  box .  The p r in t ed  words ,  ’’The r a t ,  t he
ca t ,  t he  r a t  r an ,  t he  ca t  r an ,  the  ca t  caught  t he  r a t , ”  were
phone t i c  i n  s t ruc tu re .  The me thods  o f  combining sounds ,  words ,
s en t ences  and p i c tu re s  made a l a s t i ng  impress ion  on  my mind
and  th rough  i t  I a cqu i r ed  a compe ten t  reading ab i l i t y .

My most  f avo r i t e  ob j ec t  o f  cu r io s i t y  and  wonderment  i n
the  schoo l room was  t he  map box ,  l oca t ed  above the  b l ackboa rd
and  to t he  r i gh t .  Spe l lbound in  t he  f i r s t  row o f  the double
school  benches ,  I e age r ly  awa i t ed  t he  movements  o f  the t eache r
in pu l l i ng  t he  l a rge  maps on an  ac tua t ed  wooden ro l l e r  f rom the
the  box .  On a nearby s t and ,  ad jacen t  t o  the  wa l l  was  a mina -
tu re  f ac s imi l e  o f  the  sun ,  ea r th ,  and  moon,  wh ich ,  by ro t a t i ng
each  of  t hese  p rope r ly ,  pup i l s  cou ld  recognize per iods  of  day
and n igh t ,  seasons  of  t he  year  and  var ious  pos i t i ons  o f  the
moon .  Demonst ra t ing  t h i s  mina tu re  un ive r se  and  descr ibing the
coun t i r e s  on the  maps by the  t eache r  to t he  o lde r  pup i l s ,
opened many new ideas  in my mind a t  age  s ix ,  s even ,  and  l a t e r
years  .

The complete  s e r i e s  of McGuffey r eade r s ,  pr imer  to the
f i f t h ,  was  t he  bas i c  curr iculum of r ead ing ,  spel l ing and  o r th -
ography  of  the Eng l i sh  l anguage .  The McGuffey Series i s  a co l -
l ec to r ’ s  i t em today due t o  i t s  va luab le  con ten t s  o f  moral  and
l i t e r a ry  c l a s s i c  s e l ec t i ons  o f  American au tho r s .  Though we
were  l im i t ed  i n  educa t iona l  ma te r i a l  these  readers  a roused  a
th i r s t  for knowledge and provided add i t i ona l  reading ma te r i a l .
Also made ava i l ab l e  a t  t he  t ime ,  were  50 book le t s ,  covering
more advanced  American and  Eng l i sh  au tho r s :  Longfel low,  Haw-
tho rne ,  Cary S i s t e r s ,  Bnerson ,  Go ldsmi th ,  and  Holmes i n  Amer i -
ca .  The Eng l i sh  au tho r s  were  we l l  r ep re sen t ed  by Byron,
Tennyson ,  D ickens ,  Coler idge  and  Shakespeare .

Much p ra i s e  shou ld  be  g iven  to t he  country school t each -
e r  in t he  yea r s  before  1915 .  A t eache r  was  required to be  a
good d i sc ip l i na r i an ,  j an i to r ,  spo r t s  d i r ec to r ,  nu r se  and  mus i -
c i an .  His educa t ion  was  equ iva len t  to one no t  l e s s  than  h igh
school  bu t  a f t e r  1915 upon the  passage  of  l eg i s l a t i on ,  he was
requ i red  i n  addi t ion  to the  pas s ing  o f  a s t a t e  t e ache r ’ s  ex-
amina t ion ,  to have one  year  o f  t eacher  t ra ining in  one of  t he
four Normal Schools  in Oh io .

Each school  day began wi th  t he  Lord ’ s  prayer  and  the re -
a f t e r  the  t eacher  wou ld  p re sen t  a wr i t t en  proverb on the
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blackboard .  I t  was  to  be  a model fo r  p r ac t i ce  wr i t i ng  and  to be
copied i n  a spec i a l  penmansh ip  book by  a l l  competent  pup i l s .
On F r iday ,  t he  co l l ec t ed  proverbs wou ld  be  r ev i ewed ,  r epea t ed
and  demons t r a t ed  to t he  s choo l  by  pup i l s .

Homework in  my home was  no t  neg l ec t ed  fo r  t he  a s s ign -
men t s  in  t he  th ree  R ' s  and  advanced  s tud i e s  were  comple t ed
each  n igh t  abou t  t he  l a rge  dining room t ab l e .  All member s ,
young and  o ld ,  were eager  t o  comple te  the i r  a s s igned  t a sks
ea r ly  on w in t ry  even ings ,  a f t e r  wh ich  corn cou ld  be  popped  in
the  po t -be l l i ed  s tove ,  apples  from the  ce l l a r  to  be  roas t ed ,
and  games  to  be  played on  the  game-boa rd .

My home being a sho r t  d i s t ance  from the  v i l l age  coun t ry
s to re ,  I ,  a s  a youngs t e r  remember the  welcome t i ng l e  of  t he
f r i end ly  be l l  ove r  t he  door a s  one en t e r ed .  The owner ’ s  ap -
pea rance  was  typ ica l  o f  a coun t ry  s to r e  p rop r i e to r  o f  t ha t  e r a .
He was  a l a rge  man ,  g r ay  -bearded  , e ag l e - f aced ,  squa  r e  - shou lde r s  ,
b ig - foo t ed  i nd iv idua l .  H i s  da rk  ha i r ,  amply t ouched  wi thg ray ,
f a i l ed  to h ide  t he  thinning topkno t .  Whi l e  working in the
s to re  he wore  a heavy  wh i t e  apron bu t  h i s  wh i t e  sh i r t  s l eeves
were  not a lways immacu la t e  i n  sp i te  o f  having  s l eeve -ho lde r s
tha t  looked like l ady ' s  s tocking  ga r t e r s .  He was  ve ry  gene rous
in  handing-out  s t i cks  o f  peppermint and  horehound cand ie s  to
the  chi ldren  bu t  i n  h i s  f i nanc i a l  dea l ing  w i th  adu l t s  he  a l -
ways  looked sha rp ly  a t  them as  i f  he  f ea red  to be  chea t ed .
This was  surprising to me bu t  my f a the r  was  o f  t he  op in ion
tha t ,  perhaps ,  h i s  p r ac t i ce s  in  his  s a l e s  and  purchases were
no t  a lways  up-and-above  boa rd  w i th  cus tomers .

As  a boy of  fou r  o r  f ive  yea r s  I would  gaze  i n  ch i ld l ike
wonderment a t  the  amaz ing  co l l ec t i on  o f  a r t i c l e s .  There  seemed
to be  no end o f  she lves  o f  ya rd  goods  of d ress  ma te r i a l s ;
b r igh t ,  r ed - tu rkey  ca l i co  w i th  pa t t e rns  o f  f l ower s  and  b i rd s  to
make  l i t t l e  g i r l s  happy .  There were  a l so  r ed  mi t t ens  and
sca r f s  w i th  boo t s ,  shoes ,  s t ock ings  o r  caps  t o  ma tch .

P rev ious ly ,  a t t en t ion  had been ca l l ed  to t he  co rne r ,  box -
l i ke  pos t  o f f i ce  nea r  t he  en t r ance  w i th  a pigeon ho l e  s lo t  f o r
each  f ami ly  in t he  pa r i sh .  Bulk ma i l  was  de l i ve red  he re  da i l y
to  t h i s  ru r a l  S t a r  Pos t  Off ice  wh ich  acco rd ing  to  gove rnmen t
regu la t ions  had to  be  comple t e ly  pa r t i t i oned  and  sc reened  o f f
f rom the  s to r e '  s con t en t s .  Down the  r i gh t  wa l l  running the  fu l l
l eng th  o f  t he  s to r e  was  a g l a s s  showcase ,  con ta in ing  pocke t
kn ives  and  wa tches  on the  one  end wh i l e  on the  o the r  were
s t i cks  o f  ba rd  cand ies  of  many  co lo r s  and  k inds :  horehound
and  rock ,  l i co r i ce ,  and gum.  The p r i ce  t ags  on knives  va r i ed
from 10@ to 50d bu t  the  n ick le-p la  ted wa tches  were  a do l l a r
each ,  known a s  the  do l i a r -wa tch  . I ,  a t  the age  of  10  yea r s ,
a lways  sho r t  o f  co ins ,  found  an ingen ious  way o f  owning one  of
these  t ime  -p ieces  by se l l ing  subsc r ip t ions  to f a rm pape r s .

To t he  l e f t  i n  t he  s to r e ,  behind a con t inuous  coun te r ,
running the  fu l l  l eng th ,  we re  wa l l  she lves ,  f i l l ed  w i th  g ro -
ce r i e s  in  sma l l  cans and packages  tha t  had been  shipped in
boxes  f rom d i s t an t  po in t s .  Under t he  counte r  we re  wooden boxes
o f  bu lk  r a i s in s ,  da t e s ,  d r i ed  app le s ,  ap r i co t s ,  and  Arbuck le ' s
bean  co f f ee .  The s to rekeepe r ,  hold ing  a p iece  o f  wax pape r ,
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12x12 ,  wou ld  ca re fu l ly  l i f t  the  r equ i r ed  dr ied  f ru i t  i n to  a
candy- s t r i ped  paper  poke ,  (bag ) ,  r e s t i ng  on the  sma l l  p l a t fo rm
ba lanc ing  sca l e ,  ready to be we ighed .  A l l  bu lk  i t ems  of  suga r ,
s a l t ,  r o l l ed  oa t s ,  e t c .  t ha t  came in large  ba r r e l s  we re  t r ans -
f e r r ed  to l a rge  paper  bags  w i th  a hand-scoop.  Af t e r  no t ing  i t s
we igh t ,  i t  was  t i ed  w i th  a cord s t r i ng ,  emana t ing  from a ba l l
ot  cord in a r ecep tac l e  a t t ached  to  t he  ce i l i ng  above .

There was  no ca sh  r eg i s t e r  bu t  under  t he  counte r  nea r
the  s ca l e  was  t he  ca sh  box ,  a push - in  and  pu l l -ou t  drawer  w i th
a number  o f  d iv ided  sec t i ons  o r  s l o t s  i n  i t  to accomodate  va r -
ious  co ins  and  paper money .  Th i s  drawer a l so  con ta ined  a mid-
d l e - s i zed  l edger  o r  accoun t  book ,  con ta in ing  the  accoun t s ,  bo th
c red i t  and  deb i t ,  of the f a rmer s  dea l ing  w i th  t he  l oca l  s t o r e -
keeper  .

In t he  cen t e r  o f  t he  room was  t he  po t -be l l i ed  s tove ,  su r -
rounded by conven ien t ly  p l aced  na i lkegs  for s ea t s  fo r  men who ,
pa t i en t ly ,  wa i t ed  for  t he i r  be t t e r -ha lves  to make the  neces sa ry
purchases .  Under  t he  s tove  was  a f i r e - s a f e ty  t i n  t o  ca t ch  ho t
a shes  o r  f i r e  b rands  t ha t  migh t  f a l l  to  t he  f l oo r ,  wh i l e  a round
and  about  i t  were  a sh - f i l l ed  c iga r  boxes  o r  sp i t t oons .  There
was  a t  l e a s t  one  of t he se  on  each  s ide  o f  the  s tove  t o  provide
se rv ice  fo r  the  men wi th  t he  bulging cheeks .  Cus tomers ,  u su -
a l l y  two o r  more ,  s tood  o r  s a t ,  d i s cuss ing  the news  o f  the  day ,
wa i t i ng  t he i r  t u rn  to pu rchase ,  a p roces s  tha t  cou ld  ne i the r
be hu r r i ed  no r  sho r t ened .

Down the  cen t e r  i n  l i ne  w i th  t he  s tove  were  a number o f
wooden ba r r e l s ,  conta in ing brown suga r ,  rol led oa t s ,  loose
round c r acke r s ,  f l ou r ,  and  sa l t .  Over to the f a r  l e f t  a t  t he
end  o f  the room was  a l a rge  wooden ba r r e l  o f  v inega r  w i th  a
handy- t ap  to t r ans fe r  t he  l i qu id  to ga l lon  j ugs .  Near i t  to
the  r i gh t ,  down two s t eps ,  i n to  a pa r t  o f  the bu i ld ing  were
ha rd  goods  for  the  f a rmer .  Here were  j acke t s ,  work  sh i r t s ,
pan t s  (b ib -ove ra l l s ) ,  and pos t -of f ice  cubby ho le s  for  bo l t s ,
nu t s ,  s c r ews ,  r i ve t s ,  and o the r  sma l l  ha rdware .  On pegs  nea r -
by were  ho r se  co l l a r s ,  b r id l e s ,  l e a the r  s t r aps ,  buggy wh ips ,
and  a few bu l l -wh ips .  The ch icken  and  egg cases  in t h i s  room
were  t empora r i l y  u t i l i z ed  bu t  l a t e r  removed wi th  t he i r  con ten t s
to  a nearby  bu i ld ing .

In t hose  days  t he re  was  much ba r t e r ing  w i th  the  s to r e -
keeper  of  ch i ckens ,  eggs ,  and  bu t t e r  for neces s i t i e s  i n  the
home.  Inc iden ta l l y ,  some yea r s  l a t e r ,  perhaps  a t  age  10  o r
o lde r ,  I was  ab l e  t o  ba r t e r  squabs  w i th  h im  in t he  spring o f
the  yea r .  O the rwi se  i t  was  the  ho t e l  - innkeeper  in F t .  Recovery
who was  a ready  buyer  for  them in  t he  summer mon ths .

I t  was  on  one  o f  these  squab-hun t ing  expedi t ions  in t he
l a rge  bankbam when  I c r ea t ed  a f ami ly  commot ion  by  f a l l i ng
aga ins t  t he  corner  of  a horse -manger  thereby cu t t i ng  a deep
gash  on the s ide  o f  my head .  The r e su l t s  of t h i s  l a rk  for  me
was  a s t i t ched  and  we l l  t aped  head ,  t r ea t ed  by Dr .  Stevenson
of  F t .  Recovery ,  bu t  a l so  a l o s s  o f  one work  day  by  my f a the r
in  a busy  season of the  yea r .

Cheese came in  t he  form of a huge hoop ,  known a s  a c a r t -
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whee l ,  seven or e igh t  i nches  h igh .  i t ,  w i th  an enc losed  cu t t e r
in  a g l a s s  dus t -p roo f  ca se  l ay  a t  t he  end  of  t he  coun te r .
Many smal l  t r i angula r  shaped pieces  would be  cu t  to the order
of  the cus tomer .

Ad iacen t  t o  i t  was  a b r igh t  r ed ,  l a rge  cof fee  g r inde r ,
ac tua t ed  by  two l a rge  whee l s  on each s ide .  In i t  Arbuck le ’ s
bean  cof fee  was  g round ,  e i t he r  f i ne  o r  coa r se ,  and  inva r i ab ly ,
t he  f a rmer ’ s  w i f e  wou ld  have  i t  g round  f i ne ,  t h ink ing  i t  wou ld
go  f a r the r .

The younger  gene ra t i on  of t oday  wou ld  have  d i f f i cu l ty  i n
descr ib ing  the  mix tu re  o f  odo r s  o f  ground co f f ee ,  of  newly -cu t
cheese ,  of  t he  pecu l i a r  f r ag rance  o f  s a l t  f i sh ,  he r r i ng  and
codf i sh ,  and  the  aroma o f  mo thba l l s  t ha t  pe rmea ted  t h i s  s t o r e .
A combinat ion of  a l l  t he se  s a tu ra t ed  a l l  wea r ing  ma te r i a l  and
yard goods .

Se t t l i ng -up  time for the fa rmer  and the  s tore-keeper  was
usua l ly  a t  t he  end of  each mon th .  I t  was  a t  t h i s  t ime  tha t  the
two s ides  o f  t he  ledger we re  ’ t o t ed ’  , w i th  a good ly  c r ed i t  on
the  c r ed i t  s ide  o f  the  s to r e .  There wou ld  be an  excep t ion  to
th i s  ledger ba lance  in t he  summer mon ths  when the  egg supp ly

was  heavy  or  in t he  spr ing  when cocke re l s  were  i n  demand o r  i n
l a t e  f a l l  when o ld  hens  were  cons ide red ,  ’Good R idance . ’  Wi th -
ou t  excep t ion ,  there  was  no exchange of  money in  mos t  ca se s .
Fo lks  d idn ' t  shop ,  they  t r aded .  The  credi t  o f  t he  f a rmer  i n
the  ea r ly  f a l l  was  u sua l ly  absorbed by buying add i t i ona l  sup-
p l i e s  for t he  farm in ha rd  goods ,  ya rd  goods  for  t he  f ami ly ,  o r
boo t s  and  shoes  fo r  t he  boys .

In r e t ro spec t ,  I cons ide r  my growing-up  pe r iod  s imi l a r
to  t ha t  of  any  normal coun t ry  boy ,  surrounded by  ru ra l  env i ron -
men t  bu t  w i th  an a l l - i nc lu s ive  Chr i s t i an  t each ing  and  a loving
home.  Born  i n to  a type o f  f ami ly ,  ma tched  by  sa in t l i ne s s  o f  a
mo the r ,  i n f luenced  by the  da i l y  r ec i t a l  o f  t he  f ami ly  ro sa ry  a t
n igh t  and  a sho r t  morning p raye r  of  t hanksg iv ing ,  I have been
the  r ec ip i en t  o f  a sp i r i t ua l  t r a in ing  never  to be fo rgo t t en .
Much r e l i g ious  i n sp i r a t i on  for  fu tu re  r i gh t eous  l iving expe r -
i ences  o f  our  ch i ld ren  had  been rece ived  f rom these  p rac t i ce s
a s  we l l  a s  t hose  o f  t he i r  mo the r ,  who had  had  s imi l a r  you th fu l
re l ig ious  t r a in ing .  Added to t he  above  mo t iva t i on  and  swee t -
ened by the  a t t endance  o f  da i ly  mass ,  t h r ee  re l ig ious  s e rv i ce s
on  Sunday ( ea r ly  mass  a t  s even ,  h igh  mass  a t  10 :30  and  vesper s
in the a f t e rnoon  a t  2 :00  P .M.  ) ,  i n s t i l l ed  complete  confidence
in  the f a i t h  o f  Providence  for  the  en t i r e  f ami ly .  We, a s  a
f ami ly ,  had  been the bene f i c i a r i e s  o f  many p l ea su rab l e ,  bene -
f i c i a l ,  p r i ce l e s s ,  and mer i to r ious  r ewards ,  bo th  ma te r i a l l y
and  sp i r i t ua l l y ,  which  had  been comple te ly  unplanned by  us .

Our ch i ld r en ,  having had the opportuni ty  o f  knowing the i r
g randmother ,  Anna ,  for  a number o f  yea r s  un t i l  he r  dea th  i n
1947 ,  and the  g rand fa the r ,  Pe t e r ,  un t i l  h i s  dea th  a t  age  92 in
1960 ,  expressed  the i r  r e f l ec t i ons  occas iona l ly ,  ba sed  on many
da i ly  con tac t s .  A l l  apprec ia ted  the  s imp l i c i t y ,  modes ty  and
pe r sona l i t y  of  bo th .

My daugh te r  Ju l i e ,  who had  had more i n t ima te  a s soc i a t i on
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wi th  bo th  g randpa ren t s  i n  he r  t e en -age  pe r iod ,  expresses  he r -
se l f  i n  t h i s  manne r :  "My g randmothe r  was  a s a in t l y  and  lovable
pe r son ,  working a l l  day  and  f a r  i n to  t he  n igh t  to make every-
one  comfor t ab l e .  I t  appea r s  she  knew wha t  had  to  be done and
no chore was  too d i f f i cu l t  and t ime  consuming .  I remember her
a s  smal l  in s t a tu re  w i th  so f t  wh i t e  ha i r .  Her cheeks had a
deep so f t  co lo r  l i ke  roses  and  her b lue  eyes  bl inked in t he
b r igh t  sun l igh t  l ike  twinkling s t a r s .  She was  my f avo r i t e  and
to her I ded i ca t ed  my idea l  l i t e r a ry  gem a t  her  dea th :

KIDNAPPED
The t i ny  face i s  r ound ,  subl ime and swee t ,

The span of years shimmers  i n  her ha i r
So s i l ve ry .  The coo l  b lue  d re s s  pe t i t e

Re f l ec t s  the  t ex tu re  of  her  skin so f a i r .

The t i ny  fo lded  hands  a r e  kno t t ed  now.
Entwined in  t hem,  t he  beads  we 've  known so l ong ,

For on t hose  ve ry  beads  she  t augh t  u s  how
To l i ve ,  and love ,  and make our l i f e  a song .

Her eyes  so b r igh t  t hey  a lmos t  l augh  ou t  l oud ,
The  b lue  so deep God seems to sh ine  r igh t  through

And now, how sweet  he r  l i t t l e  head i s  bowed—
Perhaps  you wish  she were  your  Grandma ,  Too?

I ca l l  he r ,  ye t  how l i s t l e s s  she does  s t ay ,
O God!  Your ange l s  have  ca r r i ed  her  away!

" I  remember my g rand fa the r ,  who appeared a t  t imes to be
s t e rn  and g ru f f  in h i s  manner  bu t  never  cruel  i n  h i s  d i s c i -
p l i ne .  He had  a k ind  hea r t ,  eager  to p r a i s e  and h i s  sur face
g ru f fnes s  wou ld  be  a l l ayed  by the  g randmothe r  a f t e r  some ex-
p l ana t ion .  She was  always t he  yeas t  in the dough ,  ou t  of  wh ich
came the  sweet  loaf  of understanding and k indnes s . "

The re l ig ious  v i t a l i t y  of my pa ren t s  ma tched  tha t  o f  my
grandpa ren t s ,  Adam and E l i zabe th ,  who had made their  con t r ibu-
t ions  in the 19 th  Cen tu ry .  My pa ren t s  con t inued  in  providing
benefac t ions  to the loca l  church in the  form o f  money ,  a l t e r s ,
church  be l l s ,  windows,  s t a tues ,  and  ma te r i a l  we l fa re  to t he
loca l  pa s to r .

The new pas to r  Fa the r  Ersing , the res ident  p r i e s t ,  l i ved
in the new parsonage  a f t e r  3907 ,  bu t  no t  having any means  of
t r anspo r t a t i on  , my f a  t he r  supplied h im  wi th  a horse and  buggy a t
a l l  times. The pas to r  was  known a s  t he  horse -and-buggy  p r i e s t  who
wen t  about v i s i t i ng  the  f ami l i e s  o f  t he  pa r i sh ,  advis ing t hem,
cha t t i ng  w i th  the  o ld  g randpa ren t s  about  the o ld  wor ld .  Ge r -
many had been h i s  b i r t hp l ace  and a s  a t e en -age r ,  he  migra ted
to Amer i ca ,  to become a member o f  the Soc i e ty  of the  Precious
Blood .  A t  my age  o f  10  yea r s  I was  p r iv i l eged  to accompany
h im.  occas iona l ly ,  on a t r i p  t o  the  seminary o r  to a neighbor-
ing  pa r i sh  p r i e s t .  Living wi th in  a s t one ' s  throw o f  the
chu rch ,  I an t i c ipa t ed  being the  mass  s e rve r  a t  the da i ly  seven
o’c lock  mass  in t he  summer mon ths .

Of  minor  impor tance  were o the r  pa r i sh  ac t i v i t i e s ,  r en -
dered by  my pa ren t s  wh ich  con t r i bu t ed  to the we l f a r e ,
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sp i r i t ua l l y  and  ma te r i a l l y ,  t o  t he  chu rch .  I r e fe r red  t he
reader  ea r l i e r  to t he  experiences o f  f a the r  i n  conduc t ing  t he
Archbishop from one pa r i sh  to ano the r ,  e sco r t ed  by  a few dozen
men on ho r seback .  H i s  h ighnes s  on  these  Cbnf i rmat ion  j ou rneys
wou ld  be  conduc ted  by no  be t t e r  p r epa red  r e t i nue  t han  tha t  o f
my f a the r ' s .  H i s  v i s i t a t i on  and  the  ce l eb ra t ion  of  Conf i rma-
t i on  was  a we lcome in t e r rup t ion  of  t he  da i l y  g r ind  o f  f a rm
work  of t he  peop le .  There was  a lways  an  en thus i a s t i c  recept ion
and  a day o f  feas t ing  .

A t  t h i s  j unc tu re  i n  t ime  I shou ld  remind the  reader  t ha t
t he  mos t  s t r ik ing  mi l e s tone  of pa r i sh  ac t i v i t i e s ,  more  co lo r -
fu l ,  p rominen t ,  and  pe r sona l  fo r  me ,  was  t he  occas ion  o f  we l -
coming my unc l e ,  Reverend  Wi l l i am Lennar t z ,  my mothe r ' s  b ro -
the r ,  t he  newly  o rda ined  son o f  t he  pa r i sh .  It was my f a the r
who specia l ly  p repa red  the  f ami ly  ca r r i age  for  t h i s  even t fu l
happen ing .  Many days  were devoted  to the decora t ion  o f  t he
veh ic l e  a s  we l l  a s  t o  t he  stepping t ro t t e r s  o f  h i s .  a l l  be -
decked wi th  r ibbons  and  p lumes .  Every b ra s s  buck le ,  r i ngs ,
and  hames r e f l ec t ed  t he  sun ’ s  b r igh tnes s .  Ve r i l y  the  horses
champed the i r  b i t s ,  a r ched  the i r  necks  and g l anced  the i r  eyes
more p roud ly  on  th i s  occas ion .  No doub t ,  they  caugh t  a l i t t l e
of  the pr ide  o f  Unc le  Wi l l ’ s  f ami ly  upon the ce l eb ra t i on  o f  h i s
h i s  F i r s t  Mass .  Perhaps the  d ign i ty  o f  the a f f a i r  caused my
Fa the r  to reign them up more t i gh t ly  than  o rd ina ry .

The ca r r i age ,  co lo r fu l ly  deco ra t ed ,  accompanied by two
dozen moun ted  men and boys ,  i nc lud ing  myse l f  a t  age  15 yea r s ,
e sco r t ed  my unc l e  from the  r a i l road  depot a t  F t .  Recovery to
the  Wendel in  chu rch ,  f i ve  mi l e s  to t he  ea s t .  The honored gues t
a r r i ved  in due t ime  a t  t he  church and  was  g ree t ed  by  v i s i t i ng
c l e ry ,  a co ly t e s ,  schoo l  ch i ld r en ,  and  pa r i sh ione r s ,  amid the
loud  welcoming sounds  of the  g rea t  church be l l s .  Af t e r  a sho r t
r e l i g ious  se rv ice  and  the  b l e s s ing  by the newly  orda ined  p r i e s  t
a l l  wen t  to t he i r  homes ,  p repa r ing  for  t he  nex t  day .

I wou ld  be  remiss  no t  to remind the  reader  o f  t he  fu l l -
s ca l e  ac t i v i t y  t he  fo l lowing day .  The Holy Ifess by Fa the r
Wi l l ,  concelebrated w i th  a dozen or more  p r i e s t s  o f  the ne igh -
bo r ing  pa r i shes  was  pe r fo rmed  a t  10 :00  A .M.  I t  ended a t  noon
wi th  shou t s  o f  joy  and  hea r ty  congra tu l a t i ons  amid  the  r eve r -
e r a  t i ons  o f  the  deep hol low sounds of  t he  g rea t  be l l ,  ming led
wi th  t he  sho r t  sharp t i nk l e s  o f  t he  two sma l l  ones .

The day was  a MEMORABLE ONE FOR ALL, ESPECIALLY for  Fr  .
Wi l l  and the  f ami ly .  For th is  ausp i c ious  occas ion ,  t h ree  hun-
dred  or  more r e l a t i ve s ,  ne ighbor s ,  and  f r i ends ,  ga the red  a t
t he  Lennar  t z  homes t ead ;  b ro the r s  o f  Rober t  and  the  f ami l i e s  o f
many cous ins  f rom F t .  Wayne, T i f f in ,  Bos ton ,  Seda l ia  and Mon-
t ro se ,  and r e l a t i ve s  r e f e r r ed  to ea r l i e r ,  honored him wi th
the i r  p r e sence .  I t  was  a ga l a  even t  w i th  f ea s t i ng  and  v i s i t -
ing for more than a day .  Ne ighbor s ,  f r i ends ,  and  r e l a t i ve s
provided  food ,  d r inks ,  and  bee r .  The temporary cons t ruc t ed
t ab l e s  under the  h igh maples  g roaned  under the we igh t  o f  an
abundance  o f  mea t s ,  s a l ads ,  and  garden vege t ab l e s ,  inc luding
the  many toothsome p i e s ,  c akes  and cook ie s .

In o rde r  to hand-on to pos t e r i t y  many p l ea san t  memor ies
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of  my g randpa ren t s  and pa ren t s ,  my ch i ld r en  a sked  me to  Jo t
down some o f  my fondes t  r eco l l ec t i ons  of even t s  t ha t  we re  rea l
t r easures  i n  my l i f e .  Some of t he se  s to r i e s  we re  mos t  amus ing ,
mos t  h i l a r ious  and the  expe r i ences  p rog re s s ive ly  r i d i cu lous  a s
I r ea l i zed  l a t e r .  However ,  many  were  rea l  gams of  p l ea su re  and
ones  o f  i n sp i r a t i on  and mo t iva t i on  f rom them.  Their mer i t  mus t
be  eva lua t ed  i n  t imes  of t he  period and  s i t ua t i ons  a s  we l l  a s
the i r  e f f ec t s  f rom them.  The t ragedy  in no t  r e l a t i ng  them i s
tha t  we  t ake  too much  fo r  g r an t ed  and be fo re  we a re  aware  o f  i t ,
pr i  c e l e s s  f ami ly  lore  has  s l i pped  th rough  our  f i nge r s .  Ha l f  a
cen tu ry  g l i de s  by  be fo re  we r ea l i ze  t ha t  i t  i s  one ' s  p r iv i l ege
and  r e spons ib i l i t y  t o  t r ansmi t  and  r eco rd  in  b l ack  and  wh i t e ,
t ha t  wh ich  shou ld  have  been  handed  on .

Al l  s ea sons  o f  t he  year  ha s  g rea t  cha rm fo r  rural  ch i l -
d ren .  These  p l ea su re s  fo r  ou r  ch i ld r en  had neve r  been  expe r -
i enced  by them un t i l  t he  f ami ly  moved  to  t he  coun t ry  on  a 100
ac re  farm in  1940 .  Though on ly  10  mi l e s  f rom the  cen t e r  o f
Day ton  the i r  f a rm exper iences  cou ld  be  ea s i l y  t r ans l a t ed  i n
t e rms  of  my f a rm exper iences  wh ich  had been  nea r ly  t h i r t y - f i ve
yea r s  ea r l i e r .  Howeve r ,  my ru ra l  expe r i ences  were  under  more
rus t i c  cond i t i ons  wh i l e  t he i r s  i n  1940  had  the  conven iences
ava i l ab l e  o f  ou r  former c i t y  home in  Oakwood .

My expe r i ences  on  the  farm a l  t he  t u rn  o f  t he  cen tu ry
were  vas t l y  d i f f e r en t ;  my coun t ry  home had  no e l ec t r i c i t y ,  no
plumbing o r  running wa te r  and no cen t r a l  hea t i ng  sys t em.  A
wood-burning s tove  in  the k i t chen ,  and a ca s t - i ron  round  hea t -
i ng  s tove  in  t he  combina t ion  dining-s i  t t ing room p rov ided  the
fami ly  comfor t  by day .  A t  n igh t ,  woolen wearing appa re l  and
many comfor te r s  supplied some measu re s  o f  re l ie f  f rom the  co ld ,
though amply suppor t ed  bv qu i ck  runs ,  f rom the  bedrooms to  t he
hea t ed  rooms below morning and even ing .

Fo r tuna t e ly ,  two t e l ephone  l i ne s ,  one  from F t .  Recovery
and  one  f rom S t .  Henry had  been e r ec t ed  to our  sma l l  v i l l age  of
S t .  Wende l in  i n  1900 .  By con t r ac t  i n  1907  wi th  the  Be l l  Te l e -
phone  Sys t em,  t he se  l i ne s  were  connec t ed  w i th  t he  newly  e s t ab -
l i shed ,  s imple  one -wi re  f a rmer s '  line in t he  ru ra l  a r ea .  Thus
fa rmer s  could  con tac t  d i s t an t  po in t s  t h rough  a t h r ee -wi re  t e l e -
phone exchange  box loca t ed  in my pa ren t ’ s  home .  This t e l ephone
exchange  con t r ap t ion  i s  now a f ami ly  he i r l oom and  one  of  t he
many  an t iques  in  ou r  150  yea r  o ld  house  on Swiga r t  Road .

There  a lways  appeared  to be chee r fu l  i ne f f i c i ency  by
ru ra l  inexper ienced  f ami l i e s  i n  hand l ing  t h i s  new kind o f  com-
mun ica t ion .  TT Please ,  t a lk  i n to  t he  mou thp iece  and  hold t he
rece ive r  nea r  t he  ea r , ”  was  a cons t an t  r eminder  to t he  ca l l e r s .
No t  su rp r i s ing ly ,  t he  i n t e r e s t ed  pa r t i e s  were  a l e r t ed  by sho r t s
and  longs  o f  a s e t  of  be l l s ,  a c tua t ed  by a c r ank  a t  t he  s ide  o f
the  te lephone  box .

S ince  t he  s ing l e ,  one-wi re  ru ra l  l i ne  t e l ephone  o f  t he
fa rmer s  was  e l ec t r i ca l l y  weak  th i s  sy s t em o f  pa r ty - l i ne  en -
couraged  much shout ing  and l i s t en ing - in  on  the conversa t ion  of
t he i r  ne ighbor s .  I t  was  a kind o f  communica t ion ,  and  the  da i l y
news of  the ru ra l  a r ea .  Howeve r ,  when the  l oca l  f anne r ’ s  l i ne
made contac t  w i th  t he  more e l ec t r i ca l l y -powered  l i ne  o f  t he
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Bel l  sy s t em,  many  o f  t he se  acous t i ca l  d i f f i cu l t i e s  we re  e l im-
ina t ed .  One  mus t  admi t  t ha t  t h rough  the  e f fo r t s  o f  my pa ren t s
a mi l e s tone  had  been  reached in  communica t ion  in t he  coun t ry ,
t hus  providing rapid  con tac t s  w i th  doc to r s  , bus ines se s  , f r i ends ,
and  r e l a t i ve s  a t  d i s t an t  po in t s .

The two-room co t t age  w i th  the  midd le  pa r t i t i on  removed
in  1902  became one l a rge  room wi th  t he  cus tomary  k i t chen  s tove
in  one  co rne r ,  and  the  l a rge  f ami ly  dining t ab le  i n  the  cen -
t e r ,  t hus  adding space fo r  f ami ly  r ec rea t ion  a l l  a round-  A
few yea r s  l a t e r  the two -room co t t age  b roke  i t s  seams,  ve r t i -
ca l l y  and  ho r i zon ta l l y  fo r  my f a the r  added a pa r lo r  and  a bed -
room on  the  ground f l oo r  w i th  two bedrooms above  to  t he  Eas t .
A spac ious  new k i t chen  was  a t t ached  to t he  Sou th  o f  t he  co t -
t age  i n  1906 ,  thus  p rov id ing  many  add i t i ona l  conveniences  fo r
my mothe r  and  the  f ami ly .  A new k i t chen  range  w i th  t he  warm-
ing  oven  above and ho t  -wa te r  t ank  a t t ached  p rov ided  in s t an t
ho t  wa te r  fo r  t he  f ami ly .  Wi th in  an  a rm ' s  l eng th  of  t he  s tove
was  t he  s ink  and  p i t che r -pump  wh ich  was  l oca t ed  d i r ec t l y  ove r
a c i s t e rn  unde rnea th ,  t hus  i t  was  no longer  neces sa ry  for  one
to  t ea se  a f rozen  pump on  a co ld  w in t e r  day fo r  t he  f ami ly ’ s
wa te r  supp ly .  The l a rge  d in ing  room t ru ly ,  became a f ami ly
room for  s i t t i ng ,  rumpus and  gameroom,  wh i l e  a r ed -g lowing
po tbe l l i ed  hea t ing  s tove  r ep l aced  the o ld  worn ou t  s imple
k i t chen  r ange .

Wi th in  a pe r iod  of  t en  years t he  f ami ly  o f  four  ch i ld r en
had inc reased  to t en ,  ( e igh t  boys  and  two g i r l s ) .  Sadness
s t ruck  the  f ami ly  a t  t he  dea th  of two sons  who d i ed  in  i n f ancy
from a ma lady ,  known a s  ’ summer  compla in t ’  wh ich  in  r ea l i t y
had  been due to unpas t eu r i zed  mi lk  and o the r  unsan i t a ry  cond i -
t i ons  abou t  t he  fa rm.

The o r ig ina l  two -room co t t age  a rea  was  no longer  a p l ace
to  ea t  one ’ s  mea l  fo r  now i t  was  t he  center  o f  a l l  i ndoor  ac -
t i v i t i e s :  i n  reviewing schoo l  a s s ignmen t s ,  reading farm and
ch i ld rens '  magaz ines ,  leafing t h rough  the  Sears  Roebuck ca t a -
logue ,  o r  playing games o f  dominoes ,  f i g -mea l ,  checkers  o r
card games  of  euchre  and c r ibbage .  I remember ,  v iv id ly ,  the
ac t iv i t i e s  on  many win t e r  n igh t s  of hopeful  and  potent ia l
p l ea san t r i e s  o f  popping corn and eating sp lu t t e r ing ,  j u i cy ,
red app le s ,  r oa s t ed  on long skewer s .  A l l  of  u s  managed  to
comple t e  t he  school  a s s ignmen t s  qu ick ly  wh ich  were  t e s t ed  and
qua l i f i ed  by mother  o r  f a the r ,  and if succes s fu l ,  games ,  s i ng -
ing ,  e t c .  we re  i n  o rde r .

Yes ,  t h i s  room had a sma l l  l i b r a ry :  a s e r i e s  o f  Carpen-
t e r  ' s  Geographica l  Reade r s ,  dozens  o f  5£  book le t s  on l i t e r a -
tu r e .  h i s to r i ca l  and geograph ica l  sub j ec t s ,  and  the  mon th ly
Amer i can  Boy and  Amer i can  Gi r l  magaz ines .  In  1908 ,  t he  family
l i b r a ry  ex t ended  i t s  u se fu lnes s  to  me the  nex t  t h r ee  years
s ince  a s e r i e s  o f  t en  l a rge  vo lumes ,  known a s  The New Student
Encyc loped ia  had  been  added .  Mothe r  had  pu rchased  th i s  s e r i e s
from a t r ave l ing  book sa l e sman  wh ich  c r ea t ed  a ques t ionab le
pu rchase  in  the  mind  o f  my f a the r  fo r  t r ave l ing  s a l e smen ,
known a s  ’ 'C i ty  S l i cke r s” ,  were he ld  in i l l  - r epu te  among coun-
t ry  peop le .  However ,  many o f  t he se  s a l e smen  p rov ided  impor-
t an t  marke t ing  func t ions  of  newly  c rea ted  manufac tu red
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a r t i c l e s  of  conven ience .  S ince  the  pu rchase  o f  t he  encyc lo -
ped ia  was  unbeknown by  my f a the r  a t  t he  t ime ,  i t  c aused  h im to
become angry  and  he s a id :  " I t  i s  a f r aud  and  the  egg -money you
have  saved  for  many weeks  a s  a down-paymen t ,  w i l l  be  l o s t ,  o r
i f  t he  books a r e  de l i ve red  t hey  wi l l  be  wor th l e s s  fo r  f ami ly
usage  . "

Af t e r  a two-week t r auma t i c  suspense  t he  books  were  de -
l i ve red  and  the  cos t  pa id  i n  fu l l .  A l l  members  o f  the  f ami ly
inc lud ing  my f a the r ,  upon examining the  con ten t s ,  dec lared
them an impor t an t  add i t i on  to t he  f ami ly ’ s  educa t iona l  p rog ram.

Surp r i s ing ly ,  t hese  volumes were  ready re fe rences  and
very  he lp fu l  i n  ray l a s t  th ree  yea r s  o f  schoo l  under t he  new
teache r ,  Mr.  Dah l inghaus ,  who was  cons t an t ly  goading me to do
ex t r a - cu r r i cu l a r  t a sks  t o  qua l i fy  for  h igh  s choo l .

In sp i t e  o f  the  rumors  abou t  the bus ines s  dea l s  of  t he se
t r ave l ing  s a l e smen ,  some t r ave l ing  by  foo t  and o the r s  i n  cov-
e red ,  one -ho r se  wagons ,  t hey  were  u sua l ly  welcome in  many homes .

There was  John -  the -Greek  , who came twice  each  yea r  w i th
the  mos t  f an t a s t i c  a s so r tmen t  o f  dry goods  and  ya rd  ma te r i a l ,
packed and  s t rapped  in two l a rge  l ea the r  ca se s .  He wou ld  be
t r ea t ed  to a cup  of  co f f ee  and some baked good ie s  by  mo the r .
S imu l t aneous ly ,  h i s  wa re s  wou ld  be spread over  cha i r s ,  and  on
the  t ab l e  fo r  a l l  t o  admi re .  There were  impor ted  l aces  and
sma l l  r ugs  f rom the  o r i en t ,  mu l t i co lo red  d re s s  ma te r i a l s ,  ou t -
ing f l anne l  fo r  sh i r t s  and  sk i r t s ,  and  o r i en t a l  pe r fumes .  In -
va r i ab ly ,  t he re  was  an exchange  o f  money,  or  f a rm p roduc t s ,  o r ,
some t imes  a ba r t e r ed  mea l  fo r  a de s i r ab l e  a r t i c l e .

There  were  o the r  t r ave l e r s ,  some t imes  ca l l ed ,  "Trave l ing
Tramps . "  The pos i t i on  o f  t he se  i nd iv idua l s  in t he  ru ra l  a r ea s
was  be tween  respec t  and  rogery s ince  t hey  pos se s sed  qu ips  and
t r i cks ,  border ing  on  d i shones ty .  Ye t ,  many were  hones t ,  wan-
de r ing  f rom home- to -home  , hamle t  - t o  -hamle t  , w i th  t he  pack  on
the i r  back .  In sp i t e  of  t he  dub ious  cha rac t e r  o f  h i s  type he
was  a we lcome  v i s i t o r  for  t he  ch i ld r en .  A l l  grown-ups would
ga the r  about  h i s  open pack of  wa re s  of r i ngs ,  l a ce s ,  t r i nke t s ,
kn ick-knacks ,  and  th i s - and - tha  t for  a l l  were  eage r  to hea r  h i s
s to r i e s  and  wa tch  h i s  s l i gh t -o f  -hand  and  ca rd  t r i cks .

No home in the  country  was  cons idered  comple t e  un l e s s  i t
con ta ined  a s t e reoscope  and  dozens  and  dozens  o f  s t e reoscop ic
v i ews ,  ( s t e r eo  o r  th ree -d imens iona l  p i c tu re ) .  These p i c tu re s
covered  wor ld -wide  sub jec t s  w i th  anno ta t i ons :  American and
fore ign  c i t i e s ,  na t i ona l  pa rks ,  l akes ,  moun ta in s ,  and  geo -
g raph ica l  scenes  from a l l  con t inen t s .  Th i s  educa t iona l  gadge t
was  t he  t r ave log  o f  t he  t imes ,  ve ry  advan tageous  educa t iona l ly
and  very  economica l  i n  cos t .  P i c tu re s  were  s e l l i ng  from 2C to
4£  each and  the  s tereoscope for  the sum of $1 .00 .  I t  was  the
one -ho r se  drawn wagon and  the  spec i a l i t y  s a l e sman  tha t  b rough t
th i s  f a sc ina t ing ,  va luab le ,  and en joyab le  p i ece  o f  equ ipmen t
to ru ra l  Mercer  Q>un ty .

Wi th in  a few yea r s  the  Sea r s  Roebuck ca t a logue  ca r r i ed
these  i t ems ,  s e l l i ng  s t e reoscopes  a t  the  ve ry  low p r i ce  o f  24(1
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to  49<£ , t hus  compet ing  w i th  t he  t r ave l ing  sa l e smen  who a t  t he
t ime  were  p rov id ing  h igh  g rade  l enses  a t  a cos t  of  75£ to $1 .50
each .  These  p ionee r ing  sa l e smen  b rough t  no t  on ly  knowledge and
many hour s  of  en joyment  bu t  a l so  en th ra l l ed  a l l  members o f  the
fami ly  fo r  yea r s .  Cur ious ly  enough ,  t h i s  p l ea san t  and educa-
t i ona l  experience wen t  down f igh t ing  a f t e r  1915  wh i l e  t oday ,  a

g rea t  s t e r eo  r ev iva l  i s  underway which makes  i t  a co l l ec to r ' s
i t em.  Few of ou r  p r e sen t  gene ra t i on  w i l l  ever  be ab l e  t o  r ea l -
i s e  t he  cha rm,  en joymen t ,  and wor ld -wide  knowledge  th is  smal l
g i f t  had  g iven  mi l l i ons  of  peop le .

The h igh th in  vo i ce  o f  the  r ag -p i cke r ,  "Any r ags ,  bones ,
and  bo t t l e s  today  for  the rag-p icker  i s  coming down your way , "
cou ld  be heard  long be fo re  he came in  s igh t .  The boys ,  i nc lud -
ing  myse l f ,  ga the red  o ld  i ron ,  bo t t l e s  and  r ags ,  weeks be fo re ,
an t i c ipa t ing  h i s  coming which was  twice  each yea r .  As the  o ld
t a t t e r ed  rag -man  and h i s  t i r ed  o ld  ho r se ,  bo th  looking a s  dus ty
and unwan ted  a s  the junk  p i led  in the wagon,  came swaying in to
the  l ane ,  we  gave  h im an encouraging welcome fo r  a successfu l
t ransac t ion  would mean a few more  co ins  in our  pocke t s .

Wi th  the capi tol  o f  the gypsy  empire and i t s  King ,
domic i l ed  i n  Eas t  Day ton ,  many t r i be s  of two o r  more  f ami l i e s
wou ld  beg in  t he i r  d r i f t l e s s  roaming in to  the  rura l  a r ea s  o f
Mercer  County in t he  summer .  The s to ry ,  whe the r  f i c t i ona l  or
r ea l ,  p rov ides  t he  vers ion t ha t  Owens and  Har r ie t  S tan ley  came
in to  t he  a r ea  o f  Dayton a s  King and Queen o f  the Dayton gyps i e s
in  t he  midd le  o f  the 19 th  Century  and  upon the i r  dea th  t hey
were  bu r i ed  i n  Woodland Cemetery by  the i r  son ,  Levi S t an l ey .
I t  i s  be l i eved  tha t  t he i r  monument ,  a t a l l  sha f t ,  i s  t he  on ly
one  o f  i t s  kind i n  t he  Un i t ed  S t a t e s .  The Montgomery County
gyps i e s  amassed  l a rge  a r ea s  of  land in  the  surrounding town-
sh ips  about  the  tu rn  o f  t he  Cen tu ry .

S to r i e s  of  kidnapped ch i ld r en ,  ho r se  s t ea l i ng ,  pou l t ry
smuggl ing ,  and s tea l ing of  horse  f eed ,  caused  f ea r  among the
children i n  the coun t ry .

On one  occasion in  t he  summer one o f  my b ro the r s  sounded
a f a l s e  a l a rm of approaching gyps i e s .  Poin t ing  in the d i rec-
tion of  the t r ee - l i ned ,  dus ty ,  g rave l  road we saw a d i r t y ,
r ickety o ld  buggy ,  very  much bent  down on  one s ide ,  and  drawn
by  a g r ay ,  sway-back pony wi th  scan t  harness  bu t  reinforced
wi th  p i eces  of rope .  I t  was  ca r ry ing  supposedly,  a migran t
t r amp ,  r agged ,  bu t  no be t t e r  fo r  wear  and  t ea r  than h i s  ho r se
and equ ipmen t .  When he stopped a t  t he  house  we no ted  t ha t  h i s
l e f t  arm and  r igh t  l eg  were  miss ing  which c r ea t ed  l e s s  fear
fo r  a l l  bu t  an  impa t i en t  des i r e  to know more of  him and h i s  way
of l i v ing .  He was ne i the r  a gypsy ,  a rag-picker  nor a v i c ious
t r amp .  He to ld  u s  t ha t  he  was  an o ld  d i sab led  Civi l  War Ve t -
eran and  had  lo s t  h i s  l imbs  i n  the  l a s t  ba t t l e  of the war .  He
eked ou t  an existence for himself  and  h i s  pony wi th  the a id  of
a government pens ion ,  supplemented  by the  goodwi l l  and cha r i ty
o f  t he  country peop le .

He ,  being a l av i sh  and exaggera ted  s to ry- te l l e r ,  r e -
warding h i s  l i s t ene r s  w i th  h i s  repea ted  time-worn pedigree and
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mi l i t a ry  experiences o f  b r ave ry  i n  ba t t l e s ,  ( he  had v i s i t ed  a l -
mos t  every s t a t e  i n  t he  l a s t  f i f t y  yea r s ) .  My mothe r ,  having
inhe r i t ed  t he  t emperamen t ,  gene ros i t y  of her
f a the r ,  and supp lemented  by  the p l ead ings  of  u s  boys  to hea r
more  s to r i e s ,  gave  him a so l i d ,  wood-choppers  mea l .  In due
t ime  she  ca l l ed  u s  t o  do ou r  cho re s  whereupon she  bade  him
godspeed  on h i s  way .

On a few occas ions  t ha t  summer the  shou t ,  ’ ’Gyps ies  a r e
coming , ”  a l e r t i ng  t he  f ami ly ,  was  unmis t akab ly  cor rec t .  Imme-
d ia t e ly ,  my mother  de s igna t ed  an o lde r  boy  to be  busy  about  t he
en t r ance  t o  the  ba rn  wh i l e  ano the r  t a r r i ed  abou t  the  hen  house
and  ch i ckens .  A l l  we re  to wa tch  eve ry  move o f  the gypsy  squaw
as  she  approached  the  house .  Nfother ga the red  t he  younger  ones
in  t he  house  w i th  a de t e rmina t ion  t ha t  no gypsy  cou ld  en t e r ,
by  locking a l l  doo r s .  Upon the  knock  a t  the k i t chen  doo r ,
mo the r  opened i t ,  p rof fered  some bak ings  to the begging squaw
through the ha l f  -open door .  S imu l t aneous ly  she he ld  a ke t t l e
o f  boi l ing  wa te r  i n  the  o the r  hand bu t  in fu l l  v i ew  o f  t he  pry-
ing  and susp ic ious  squaw.  The t roup ,  u sua l ly ,  was  made up of
a group of  two o r  t h ree  covered  wagons ,  each carrying a l l  the
ch i ld ren  and the  family  be long ings .  Each wagon wi th  i t s  one -
spo t t ed  Indian pony in the f ront  w i th  a tag-a long one t i ed  on
the  r ea r ,  wou ld  s top  nea r  a house .  Leaving the  men a t  t he
wagons ,  the  women wou ld  go f rom one  neighbor to ano the r ,  beg -
g ing  for  food o r  c lo th ing .  The v i l l age  s to re -keeper  had  many
ta l e s  to repea t  about  h i s  d i f f i cu l t i e s  in hand l ing  a few of the
women a t  the  same t ime  wh i l e  i n  h i s  s t o r e .

Pe r iod i ca l l y ,  a medic ine  show a r r ived  in a ga i l y  decora-
t ed  wagon ,  w i th  a cove red  top displaying a bo t t l e  of med ic ine
wi th  the ca t ch  -words ,  "Cure  for a l l  aches  and pa ins . ’  To en-
courage  the pa ren t s  o f  the pa r i sh  t o  see h i s  d i sp l ay ,  a l e a f -
l e t  adver t i s ing  h i s  coming would  be  given each ch i ld  in school
on  F r iday  a f t e rnoon  preceding the  Sa tu rday ’ s  exh ib i t .  I nva r -
i ab ly ,  a s  an i ncen t ive  for  f a the r s  and  mothe r s  to a t t end  h i s
show and  ho ld  the i r  i n t e r e s t  and a t t en t ion  fo r  l a t e r  pu rchases ,
he  wou ld  adve r t i s e  h i s  s l i gh t  -of -hand  and va r ious  card t r i cks .
For g rea t e r  s a l e s  t e chn ique ,  one  pedd le r ,  f o rmer ly  w i th  a c i r -
cus ,  exh ib i t ed  some snakes ,  m in i a tu re  w i ld  an ima l s  and a mid -
ge t .  These medic ine  men were  i n  compet i t ion w i th  t he  Watk ins
door - to -door  sa lesmen who charged  more for  medic ine  bu t  pe r -
haps  had  d rugs  of  a h ighe r  qua l i t y .

A yea r ly  event  t ha t  was  ce r t a in  to c rea te  much exc i t e -
men t  for bo th  young and  o ld  was  Jim diodes Big-Fun Show. H i s
t ruck ,  carrying in  bold  l e t t e r s  the  name of  t h i s  t ravel ing
show conta ined the p ic ture  s c r een ,  the  hand-cranked p ro j ec to r ,
a few fo ld ing  chairs  and a l l  neces sa ry  s tage  ma te r i a l  which i n -
cluded the  draw cu r t a in  and makeup equipment  . A smal l  l ean- to
t en t  would be  e rec ted  nea r  the  s ide  door of the school  con ta in -
ing add i t i ona l  s t age  ma te r i a l  i f  needed .  The main purpose o f
the  tent was  t o  provide the sleeping quar te rs  for  the  showman,
Mr .  Rhodes ,  who was ce r t a in  to be  on  his  way  to another  school
o r  church ea r ly  the next morning . The des igna ted  evening for
the  show was  adver t i sed  by the  t eache r  and pup i l s  a f ew  days
in advance ,  thereby a s su r ing  a schoolroom of spec t a to r s .  Wi th -
ou t  e l ec t r i c i t y ,  the room was l i gh t ed  by o i l  l amps .
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The show began when Rhodes  poured  wa te r  i n to  t he  carbide
con ta ine r  and  l i gh t ed  t he  bu rne r  i n  the  p ro j ec to r ’ s  l i gh t
house .  When p rope r ly  ad jus t ed  to t he  s c r een ,  t he  o i l  lamps
tu rned  low ,  he began  to  turn t he  handle thereby caus ing  the
sc reen  to become a l i ve .  Even though  the movie was  s i l en t ,  a l l
enjoyed the  adventure  and  exc i t emen t  o f  seeing scenes  o f  f a r -
away p l aces .  The p i c tu re s  were  c l ea r ly  exp la ined  wi th  conver -
sa t i oned  qu ips  on  cha rac t e r s  i nvo lved .  In add i t ion  t o  t he
mov ie ,  Mr.  Rhodes  con t inued  wi th  vaudev i l l e  ac t s ,  va r i ed  i n
na tu re .  The ch i ldren  were  amazed  tha t  a do l l  cou ld  t a lk  and
ca l l ed  the names  o f  some o f  t he  chi ldren in t he  ven t r i l oqu i s t
ac t .  He was  an  ap t  ca r toon i s t  t o  t he  g rea t  de l i gh t  of  a l l .
For  a closing ac t  he  had  en l i s t ed  t he  a id  of  a boy before  the
show began and  when ca l l ing  for  a vo lun t ee r  f rom the  audience
th i s  boy  would  be  his  p re fe rence  and was asked  to come to t he
s t age .  Af t e r  a l eng thy  in t roduct ion and  discussion about  h i s
name ,  pa ren t s ,  spo r t s ,  he igh t ,  we igh t ,  and work ,  Mr .  Rhodes
ca l l ed  a t t en t ion  to the boy ' s  sh i r t - t a i l ,  s l i gh t ly  emerging
from the  wais tband of h i s  b r eeches .  Thereupon Rhodes pu l l ed
on i t  and  ou t  came a long s t r ing  o f  kno t t ed ,  ga i l y  co lo red
p ieces  of  c lo th ,  s imi l a r  to kno t t ed  handke rch i e f s .  These  con-
t inued to emerge a s  t he  boy ran through the  audience and  ou t
the  f ron t  doo r .  Af t e r  ree l ing  i n  th is  l ong ,  t ra i l ing s t r i ng
o f  co lo red  handkerch ie f s ,  he  embraced a huge  armful o f  va r i -
ga t ed  ma te r i a l  c r ea t i ng  a thunderous  acc l ama t ion .  Pa ren t s  and
ch i ld ren  p ra i s ed  him for  h i s  c l ean  ac t s  and recognized him a s
one  providing genuine  and pra i sewor thy  en t e r t a inmen t .

S ign i f  i c an t ly  , t he re  were o the r  l oca l ,  i n t e r e s t i ng ,  and
exc i t i ng  ac t i v i t i e s  sur rounding  the church  and  school .  They
are now c l a s s i f i ed  a s  ex t ra -cur r icu la r ,  and  provided  more  op-
po r tun i t i e s  for  men ta l  growth and  educat ional  deve lopmen t .
These  ac t i v i t i e s  were g iven  annua l ly  by  a Lyceum Unit  from a
nea rby  town o r  by a h igh ly  o rgan ized  group o f  mus ic i ans  o r
l ec tu re r s ,  u sua l ly  t eache r s ,  on r e l i g ious  and cu l tu r a l  sub-
j ec t s  .

I nd ica t ive  of  acqu i r ing  d rama t i c  excellence by pa r i sh
members  and pup i l s  t he re  were  s ing - f e s t s  and s t age -p l ays  by
the  young people  and  appropr i a t e  schoo l  programs rende red  a t
Chr i s tmas  and Eas t e r  by  the pup i l s .  These  a f f a i r s  f i l l ed  t he
schoolroom to  capac i ty  for  the loca l  people were  eager  to ob-
serve the i r  everyday f r iends  a s  impersonate lovers  and even
v i l l a in s .  The par ish  cho rus ,  g l ee  c lub ,  madr iga l  o r  barber-
shop qua r t e t  amused the  crowd a t  the i n t e rmi s s ion .  The auct ion
o f  a box- lunch  o r  a marching cake-walk would  be u t i l i z ed  to
r a i s e  funds for school  equipment  o r  library books .

Rec i t a t i ons ,  books,  spo r t s  and  games a re  the e lements  of
chi ldhood days .  Today ,  one  seldom can f i nd  a plaything tha t
has  been made by a schoolboy or  g i r l  . Our  p re sen t  day manu-
fac tur ing  o f  toys have  an i n t r i n s i c  value but  i t  has  taken
incen t ive ,  i n t e r e s t ,  and  c r ea t i v i t y  from our ch i ld ren .

Pe rhaps ,  the mos t  common of p l ay th ings  i n  the  o ld  days
was  the s t r ing  ba l l  because  o f  the absence  of  the  p re sen t  day
hor seh ide ,  rubber -cen te red ,  so f t  ba l l .  I t  was t ru ly  an  a r t  to
begin w i th  a wa lnu t  cen te r  and wi th  care fu l  t ens ion  of wrappings
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of  co rd ,  one wou ld  a r r i ve  w i th  a s a t i s fy ing  f i n i shed  round
ba l l .  There was  v i r t ua l l y  no l im i t  i n  the  u se  o f  t he  ba l l  f o r
ru ra l  ch i ld r en  a t  home in  t he  game  of 'Andy-ove r , '  o r  a game
of  ba l l  a t  s choo l .

The s l i ng  - sho t  made  f rom a fo rked  t r ee  b ranch  and  two
rubber  s t r i p s  w i th  a l e a the r  pouch  cu t  f rom an  o ld  shoe t op ,  was
as  a t t r ac t i ve  t o  t he  boys  a s  t he  popgun .  The popgun ba r r e l  was
a ho l lowed-ou t  cen t e r  j o in t  o t  an i nch  e lde rbe r ry  s tock  which
wou ld  accomoda te  a wooden  p lunge r  t ha t  a c tua t ed  the  mi s s i l e  o f
a d r i ed  bean ,  pea ,  co rn  ke rne l  o r  any k ind  o f  ammuni t i on  t ha t
wou ld  f i t  i n to  the  ba r r e l .

For  add i t i ona l  markroan sh ip  t o  equa l  t ha t  o f  Annie  Oakley
who had  been  born and reared  i n  ad jo in ing  Darke  coun ty ,  boys
wou ld  l oca t e  an o ld  b roken  umbre l l a ,  s t o r ed  fo r  fu tu re  r epa i r .
They ,  disassembling i t ,  (one  of  t he  long s t ee l  r ibs  would  be
used  for  t he  bow and a ha l f - l eng th  r ibe  fo r  the sharpened t i p )
cons idered  i t  a cha l l enge  to h i t  the bu l l ' s  eye .  S imi l a r ly ,
to t e s t  the sk i l l  of boys ,  was  a hand -da r t  made  f rom a t h r ee
inch  corncob wi th  a s l im  na i l  o r  sharpened sho r t  p iece  of um-
b re l l a  r i b ,  d r iven  th rough  i t s  l eng th .  In  o rde r  to keep the
mis s i l e  on a f i xed  cou r se  a coup le  o f  f ea the r s  wou ld  be  nea t ly
bound to  the body of  t he  da r t .

Homemade wagons and  s l eds  were  the  u sua l  means  o f  t r ans -
po r t a t i on  abou t  the  house  and  ba rn  a t  chore  t ime .  A s l ed  w i th
oak  runne r s ,  t ipped  wi th  the  s t ee l  f rom an o ld  d i sca rded  buggy
whee l ,  wou ld  have t he  capac i ty  to  hau l  a qua r t e r  to  one -ha l f
co rd  of  k ind l ing  f rom the  woodhouse  to  the  k i t chen  s tove  box .
At  s choo l ,  t he  s l ed  was  t he  f avo r i t e  ob j ec t  o f  t he  boys  in
win t e r  fo r  i t s  l i gh tn ing  speed .  I t  wou ld  be  d i r ec t ed  down a
nearby  long h i l l ,  ca r ry ing  on i t  a py ramid  o f  s i x  o r  more
l a rge  boys i n  p rone  pos i t i on  and  topped by  one o r  two sma l l
boys .  The two l a rge  boys ,  forming the  base  of t he  py ramid ,  by
dex te r i t y  o f  movemen t ,  wou ld  maneuve r  t he  d i r ec t i on  o f  t he
s l ed  t o  a ha l f  - c i r c l e  nea r  t he  base  o f  t he  h i l l ,  t hus  ca t a -
pu l t i ng  a l l  bu t  one o r  two in to  deep  d r i f t s  o f  snow.

Yes ,  a deep cover ing  of  new f a l l en  snow was  mos t  we lcome
by a l l ,  boys  and  g i r l s .  I t  p rov ided  many tvin t e r  spo r t s  i nc lud -
ing 'Fox  and  Goose R ing , ’  wh ich  appa ren t ly  was  t he  mos t  f avo r -
i t e  in  w in t e r .

Boys ’  agg re s s ivenes s  and  the  bumblebees ’  hos t i l i t y  were
co r r e l a t ed  components t ha t ,  i nva r i ab ly ,  t e rmina t ed  in a f i gh t .
I t  was  my opinion tha t  e ach  of t he  two i nhe r i t ed  from pas t  gen -
e ra t i ons  an an t agon i s t i c  i n s t i nc t  for each  o the r .  The proper
we igh t ,  s i ze ,  and  shape  of a f i gh t ing  padd le ,  u sua l ly  two to
each boy ,  wou ld  be  a cons t an t  cha l l enge  t o  t he  squa t t e r ' s
r i gh t s  of  the  b rave  l i t t l e  bumblebee .  I t  was  on ly  a f t e r  t he
wie lde r s  o f  t he  paddles when  b r ing ing  in  t he i r  a l l y ;  t he  dog
wi th  the  snap ,  o r  employ the  t r ick of p lacing a pa r t l y  f i l l ed
wa te r  jug w i th  i t s  open ing  nex t  to the  ho l e  t ha t  b rough t  v i c -
to ry  to the  t r i cks t e r s .  A half  - c lo sed  eye o f  a boy of  ye s t e r -
year  was  a r a r e  f ea t  bu t  a be l l i ge ren t  bee  w i th  con t ro l l ed  ac -
cu racy ,  would a l  t imes  succeed  in breaching the  swinging pad -
d l e s .  However,  a boy was  ever ready to ba r t e r  i t  for t he
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con ten t s  o f  a t h imb le - s i  ze  honey  ce l l .  Nes t i ng  ho l e s  o f  bum-
b lebees  t ha t  fo rmer ly  l i ned  t he  g ra s sy  banks  o f  coun t ry  roads
a re  a s  s ca rce  a s  co l l ec to r s ’  i t ems  today .

Coun t ry  l i v ing  demanded ce r t a in  t a sks  to be  pe r fo rmed  by
each  member  o f  t he  f ami ly  a t  va r ious  s ea sons  of t he  yea r ,
t he reby  con t r i bu t ing  much en t e r t a inmen t  and  a change  o f  eve ry -
day  rou t ine .  Sp r ing  was a happy  t ime  fo r  t he  ch i ld r en  for  t hey
were  a l l owed  to  r emove  shoes  and the  long b l ack  woo len  o r
f l eece - l i ned  s tock ings .  The wash ing  o f  f ee t  was  a lways  a mus t
be fo re  go ing  to  bed  o r  fo r  a change  o f  foo twea r .  The l ong  l eg -
ged  woo len  underwear  was  no longe r  neces sa ry  bu t  r ep l aced  wi th
a sho r t  upper  and  lower .  A l l  i n  a l l  t h i s  f r ee  and  ea sy  l i v ing
was  very a t t r ac t i ve  fo r  u s  un t i l  a s t ubbed  toe ,  o r  an  ex t r ac t -
ed  sp l in t e r ,  o r  an  app l i ca t i on  o f  a p i ece  o f  ’ s a l t  po rk ’  to  a
ru s ty  na i l  wound .  A mix tu re  of ho t  s a l t  wa te r  o r  an  app l i ca -
t i on  o f  ca rbo l i c  ac id  t o  any  wound  was  the  su re  s t e r i l i z a t i on
p rocedure  fo r  i t .

In sp r ing  one  cou ld  s a t i s fy  t he  t h i r s t  w i th  a coo l ,
sweet  map le ,  s ap  d r ink  f rom the  t apped  map le  t r ee  wh ich  could
be  a t t a ined  d i r ec t l y  t h rough  a ho l lowed-ou t  , i n se r t ed  e lde r -
be r ry  s tock .  La t e r  i n  t he  summer t he re  were  be r r i e s ,  f r ee  for
the  t ak ing ;  mu lbe r r i e s ,  pu rp l e  r a spbe r r i e s ,  b l ackbe r r i e s ,  a l l
cho ice  foods  fo r  rob ins  w i th  whom the  boys had a merry  r ace  in
the  ea r ly  morning . The be r ry  -pa i l ,  u sua l ly ,  a t i n  mo la s se s
bucket  o r  an empty b ra s s  - co lo red ,  f ive-pound wi re -ba i l ed  l a rd
pa i l ,  wou ld  accomodate the  p i cke r .  One  of t he  cho ice  spo t s
fo r  ga ther ing  the  l a rges t  o f  p lump ,  j u i cy  b l ackbe r r i e s  was  the
o ld  g raveya rd  on the  no r th  bank  of  t he  Wabash ,  t he  o ld  f ami ly
bu r i a l  g rounds  o f  t he  ea r ly  s e t t l e r s  t ha t  I r e f e r r ed  to in
chap te r  one .  Th i s  p lo t  a f t e r  hav ing  been  neg lec t ed  fo r  more
than a ha l f - cen tu ry  was  now a t ang led  mass  of bushes ,  and  sma l l
weed  t r ee s ,  ob l i t e r a t i ng  tomb s tones ,  ha rd ly  v i s ib l e  in  t he
t r apped  v ines  o f  w i ldg rape  and  honeysuck le .

The ea r ly  hou r s  o f  p i ck ing  were  qu i t e  p l ea san t  bu t  t he
ambi t ious  sp i r i t s  waned  a s  t he  sunbeams d r i f t ed  pe rpend icu l a r
ove rhead ,  bu t  i t  was  a l l  wor th  i t  when t a s ty  j ams ,  j ' e l l i e s  and
de l i c ious  p i e s  we re  cho ice  de l i cac i e s  i n  midwin t e r .

When the  ga rden  came on the re  was  a new f i e ld  o f  ep i cu r -
ean expe r i ences .  The ga the r ing  of  swee t ,  r oa s t i ng  ea r s ,  and
l a t e r  r ipe  muskmelons  and  wa te rme lons  were  cho ice  Augus t  de -
l i gh t s .  One shou ld  no t  ove r look  the  chewy swee tnes s  of  a m in -
a tu re  s t a lk  o f  mo la s se s  so rghum,  o r  t he  j u i cy  r ed  t oma toe  w i th
a b i t  of  s a l t  when  p lucked  d i r ec t l y  from the  v ine .  These  and
many o the r  adven tu re s  were  p l ea su re s  r a the r  than  t a sks .

A t  the  approach  of  au tumn hickory nu t s ,  some l a rge  ones
wi th  ha rd  she l l s  and l a rge  kerne l s  were ava i l ab l e ,  bu t  popu-
lar  to  the  count ry  boy ,  for  immedia t e  ea t i ng ,  were  t he  sma l l
ones  w i th  th in  she l l s  and swee t  ke rne l s .  Wa lnu t  t ime  came
wi th in  the  same month which procla imed the  p resence  o f  brown-
s t a ined  hands ,  pe rmi t t i ng  one to  have  so l i ed  hands ,  l eg i t i -
ma te ly ,  in  s choo l ,  chu rch ,  and  home .  A l l  t he se  ac t i v i t i e s  and
more ,  year a f t e r  yea r ,  we re  the  t r i cks  of being a count ry  boy .
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We had  l ea rned  tha t  Grand fa the r  Rober t  a f t e r  h i s  f i nan -
c i a l  d i f f icul ty  l i ved  w i th  h i s  son and  daugh te r  i n  the  o ld
home .  The embar ra s s ing  and  puzz l ing  financial s i t ua t i on  so lved
by my pa ren t s ,  a c tua l l y  cemented  t he  t i e s  of  genu ine  a f f ec t i on
and f ami l i a l  l ove  of  t he  f ami ly .  In sp i t e  o f  t he  d i s t ance  o f
one and a ha l f -mi l e s  be tween  the  two homes the re  was da i ly  o r
a t  l e a s t  eve ry  o the r  day  a pe r sona l  con tac t  be tween  members  o f
the  two  f ami l i e s .  We boys  wou ld  be  v i s i t i ng  t he  o ld  homes t ead
o r  g randa  f a the r  Rober t  wou ld  have  a cho re  to pe r fo rm in  t he
church yard  or t he  cemete ry  a t  t he  v i l l age  c r ea t i ng  shou t s  o f
joy  and  de l igh t  among the  ch i ld r en  wheneve r  he approached  the
church  ya rd  to mow the  t a l l  g r a s s .  This  wou ld  encourage  t he
boys  t o  l oad  the i r  homemade wagons  w i th  the  new mowed hay and
ca r t  i t  to  a nea rby  f i e ld  whe re  nodding  ho r se s  and  pa t i en t
ca t t l e  wou ld  be  wa i t i ng  fo r  t he  de l i c ious  c lumps .

However,  more  f a sc ina t ing  fo r  us  was  g rand fa the r  Rober t  1 ®
abi l i t y  t o  remove we l l  f i l l ed  s ec t i ons  o f  honey  f rom bee  h ives
in  the  summer and  l a t e  f a l l ,  s i nce  t h i s  was  a pe r fo rmance  t ha t
bo rde red  c lo se  to mag ic .  He cou ld  move  h i s  hands  w i th  g rea t
sk i l l  in soo th ing  the  no i sy  and  supposed ly  ang ry  bees .  I ndeed ,
i t  was  a t  t h i s  t ime  when  h i s  o ld ,  burned  -ou t  corncob p ipe  was
his  g r ea t e s t  f r i end .  Appa ren t ly ,  the  bees  en joyed  o r  de sp i sed
the  f r equen t  and  sho r t  pu f f s  o f  e j ec t ed  smoke tha t  sw i f t l y  and
comple t e ly  enc i r c l ed  h i s  f ace  and  descended r a the r  qu i e t l y
down th rough  h i s  sho r t ,  wh i t e ,  g r i zz l ed  bea rd  and abou t  h i s
neck .  Be ing  o f  meek  d i spos i t i on ,  neve r  d i s tu rbed  by  word o r
deed of  man o r  beas t ,  he  wou ld  gen t ly  b rush  the  c lu s t e r ing  bees
f rom h i s  f i nge r s  and hands ,  neve r  o r  ha rd ly  eve r ,  w i th  a
s t i ng .  H i s  f avo r i t e  remark wh ich  pa ra l l e l ed  h i s  homespun ph i l -
osophy was ,  "we 've  go t  to  t ru s t  someone ,  why no t  l e t  i t  be  the
bees  . ”

Of a l l  days o f  t he  week ,  Sunday was the  day tha t  b rought
a l l  t he  members of  t he  two f ami l i e s  t oge the r  a t  one  happy fam-
i ly  reunion.  I t  was  a p leas ing  s igh t ,  a t  t he  sound of  the
ha l f -hou r  be l l ,  reminding a l l  of the  High Mass  i n  t h i r t y  min -
u t e s  t o  s ee the  th ree :  Grand fa the r  Robe r t ,  Uncle  Adam, and  Aunt
Rose .  On a few morn ings ,  due to  t a rd ines s ,  i t  being no l i gh t
ma t t e r  on Sunday ,  Unc le  Adan wou ld  dr ive  the  veh i c l e ,  j o l t i ng
and  c l a t t e r i ng  down the  one  and  one -ha l f  m i l e  s t r e t ch  w i th
c louds  of wh i t e  dus t  s t r eak ing  beh ind .  Af t e r  c ross ing  t he  fa rm
br idge  and up the  g rave l  lane he  wou ld  t i e  t he  horse  to  the
h i t ch ing  pos t ,  ad j acen t  t o  t he  house .  Bu t  on  co ld  w in t ry
days  t he  farm ho r se  and  f r i nged -  topped surrey wou ld  be  she l -
t e r ed  i n  the  ba rn .

S t i l l  more p l ea s ing  to the  f ami ly  was t he  annua l  v i s i t
o f  d i s t an t  r e l a t i ve s ;  o f  cous in s ,  unc les  and  aun t s ,  young and
o ld ,  s l ende r  and  p lump ,  appear ing  f a sh ionab ly  d re s sed  to u s ,
t he i r  coun t ry  cous in s .  Fo r  each  o f  u s  the re  would  be  a b ig
k i s s  w i th  a f f ec t i ona t e  ca re s s ing  t ha t  would  c r ea t e  much d i s -
comfor t  f o r  us boys  who were  i gno ran t  of  such  go ings -on  . Th i s
sweet  l ovab le  r e l a t ionsh ip  and l i ve ly  chee r fu lnes s  were  a t t r i -
bu t e s  o f  t he  Lennartz c lan . . .  The younger genera t ion  o f  c i t y
cous ins ,  reared among the  bus t l i ng  s t r ee t s  and pa t en t - c i t y  cu l -
t u r e ,  en t e r ed  w i th  ea se  in to  the  ru ra l  hab i t s  o f  t he  coun t ry
folks  .
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Af te r  a ha l f -hou r  o f  conve r sa t i ons  cove r ing  c i t y  con -
ven iences  and  en t e r t a inmen t ,  a s  compared to  coun t ry  l i v ing ,
young and  o ld  were sudden ly  s t i r r ed  t o  ac t i on  for  t he  church
be l l s ,  t h r ee  in number - t he  g rea t  t hunde r - l i ke  one  hea rd  for
mi l e s ,  t he  p l ea san t  appea l ing  midd le - s i ze  one ,  and the  mi ld
me lod ious  t i ny  be l l  adding  i t s  h igh  t ones  to  the  ha rmonious
mus ica l e  - we re  ca l l i ng  t he  v i l l age  people to t he  church for
the  Sunday High Mass .

The en t i r e  househo ld ,  young and e lde r ly ,  c i t y  and count ry
cous ins ,  hand - in -hand ,  qu i ck ly  t ramped  down the  t h r ead - l i ke
g rave l  wa lk ,  ove r  t he  s ing l  e - f i l e  swaying foo tb r idge .  A l l  a r -
rived a t  t he  church a s  the l a s t  c lang faded in to  t he  d i s t ance .
When the  s e rv i ce s  came to  a c lo se ,  u sua l ly  12 :00  noon ,  t he
be l l s  t hunde red  fo r th  aga in ,  each  t ry ing  to ou tdo  the  deep
laboring organ by p i l ing  ever  higher  and  h ighe r  acco rdan t
no te s  upon the ea rs  o f  the pa r i shone r s ,  winding up in  fu l l
jub i  l e e  .

I t  was  a cu r ious  spec t ac l e  to  w i tnes s  the  depa r tu re  o f
the  pa r i shone r s  a f t e r  t he  s e rv i ce s  i n  w in t e r  s i nce  t hey  came
in  ca r r i ages  o r  bobs leds  and depa r t ed  w i th  a smacking o f  whips
and  the  c l a t t e r i ng  o f  hoo f s .  The horses  w i th  spa rk l ing  harness
s t a r t ed  off w i th  a bound ,  throwing up a wh i r lw ind  o f  snow,
nea r ly  h id ing  us  and  the  v i s i t o r s  f rom each  o the r  as  we wended
our  way to  t he  f ami ly  home .  The boys  and  g i r l s  wou ld  d i s cus s
wha t  Anna ,  my mothe r ,  had  p repa red  fo r  t he  day ' s  mea l .  T rad i -
t i ona l ly ,  a Sunday coun t ry  d inne r ,  summer o r  w in t e r ,  to  c i t y
cous ins  was  a memorab le  occas ion  and  one neve r  to  be  fo rgo t -
t en .  The  d inner  was  s e rved  upon the  dining t ab l e ,  an t eceden t ly
e longa t ed  w i th  th ree  i n se r t ed  t ab l e  boa rds .  In w in t e r ,  a b l az -
ing c rack l ing  f i r e  of  wood  chuncks  in  the  t a l l ,  ba r r e l - l i ke
iron s tove  heaped warmth  in to  the  room which  qu i ck ly  removed
the  f l u sh  of f ro s t -b i t t en  b loom from the  cheeks  of t he  young .

The boys of the  f ami ly  s a t  on a bench bu i l t  a long the
wa l l ,  providing a t  l e a s t  s i x  p l aces  on  the  one  s ide  o f  t he
t ab l e .  There  would be  a bus t l i ng ,  scuff l ing and scuddl ing  o f
arms and l egs  over  and  about  t he  bench  a t  t he  ca l l  of d inne r .
Woe-be t ide  t he  urchin i f  he  were  hemmed in i f  na tu re  ca l l ed
him e l s ewhere .

Such  heaped-up p l a t t e r s  of  ch icken,  indica t ing  t ha t  two
o f  t he  l a rges t  and sauc i e s t  r oos t e r s  had lo s t  he i r  heads  the
day  be fo re .  A l so  p l a t e s  of  r ecen t ly  s tu f fed  savory  s ausages
wou ld  charm the  eager  eyes  of  a l l  w i th  many ’ohs '  and  ’ ahs ’  .
No twi th s t and ing ,  t he  cous in s ,  conf ron ted  w i th  many kinds o f
sweet  cakes ,  app l e  and  pumpkin p i e s ,  wou ld  c r ave  and  r e l i sh
the  open -hea r th ,  oven -baked wh i t e  and  rye  b reads .  These  when
spread wi th  newly -chu rned  bu t t e r  and  an  ample  covering o f
e i t he r  p lum,  peach ,  or  pea r  p re se rves  were r a r e  de l i cac i e s  fo r
them.

The a f t e r -d inne r  r e sp i t e  provided le i sure  t ime  fo r  soc i a l
en joymen t  and  to r ev iew the  pas t  happen ings  by  a l l  members  of
the  c l an  who had been  separa ted  for  a year or two .  The two
we l l - l oved  unc l e s ,  John of  T i f f i n  and  Will iam o f  NOt re  Dame ,
would  r e l a t e  t he i r  we l l  known and  some new s to r i e s  which wou ld
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keep a l l  i n  uproarious s t i t ches .  The keen enjoyment  o f  new
jokes was prompted  by the i r  mode of expressing the l anguage ,
the  manner in which  t hey  were r e l a t ed  ( c r ea t i ng  l i v ing  charac-
t e r s  momen ta r i l y ) ,  and ,  t he  pa r t i cu l a r  a i r  and appearance  o f
the  jokes t e r s  . I loved  to l i s t en  t o  Uncle Wi l l  a s  he  r e l a t ed
the  t a l e  o f  wonders o f  faraway c i t i e s ,  h i s  ac t i v i t i e s  a s  a
semina r i an ,  h i s  ab i l i ty  a s  a superior  deba t e r  a t  the  g rea t
Un ive r s i t y  o f  No t r e  Dame, and a s  the  ed i to r  o f  the  Univers i ty
Pape r .  As he  r e l a t ed  t he se  exper iences ,  I ,  a s  a teenage boy
mus t  have  been  spellbound wi th  w ide  open eyes  and mouth  , drink-
ing t h i s  in w i th  a t h i r s t  for  more ,  hoping and  dreaming tha t  1
cou ld  imi t a t e  him some day and  pa r t i c ipa t e  in wha t  he  t e rmed ,
’h ighe r  l e a rn ing . ’

Uncle John ,  not  t o  be  ou t c l a s sed  in en t e r t a inmen t ,  would
re l a t e  s t o r i e s  of people who came to his o f f i ce  o f  County Re -
co rde r .  Fo lks  i n  the  country were  we l l  aware  of h i s  t o t a l
dea fnes s  bu t  they  d id  no t  r ea l i ze  t ha t  he was  an exce l l en t  l i p -
reader  Unaware ,  unconscious  informers  and  gos s ipe r s  wou ld
supp ly ,  unwi t t i ng ly ,  wan ted  o r  unwanted  in fo rma t ion  t o  h im .
Hi s  exper iences ,  a s  a government  i n t e l l i gence  o f f i ce r  i n  World
War I were  mos t  exc i t i ng .  I t  was  during t h i s  wa r  when p re ju -
d i ce s  ran  rampant  aga ins t  any th ing  tha t  r e l a t ed  t o  t he  German
language  o r  cu l tu r e .  The  German language  had  to be d i s con t in -
ued  in  churches  and schoo l s  by  o rde r  of t he  government  and  a l l
derogatory  remarks o f  ou r  pa r t i c ipa t i on  i n  the  war  was  a c r imi-
na l  ac t ,  t hus  any remarks for  o r  aga ins t  the  German language
o r  p rac t i ce s  would neve r  be  heard  o r  acknowledged by Uncle
John .

To a g r ea t  degree ,  we ,  t he  chi ldren i nhe r i t ed  the chee r -
fu lnes s ,  k indnes s ,  amiab i l i t y  and the  outgoing love  o f  t he
Lennartz f ami ly .  This  i s  no t  to say t ha t  t hese  cha rac t e r i s t i c s
were no t  p r e sen t  i n  t he  f ami ly  o f  my f a the r ,  bu t  many members
appeared to be  more  r e t i cen t ,  r e se rved ,  and  uncommunica t ive .
That  o f  dogged adherence fo r  u l t ima te  success  and to ob ta in  a
des i r ed  goa l  under  a l l  d i f f i cu l t i e s ,  we re  cha rac t e r i s t i c s
inhe r i t ed  f rom my f a the r  and  g rand fa the r .  I t  i s  my f i rm  be -
l i e f  t ha t  t he se  a t t r i bu t e s  o f  d i e -ha rd  de terminat ion  of  t he i r s
mus t  have  inf luenced  me in fu l f i l l i ng  the  des i re  t o  r each  a
high goa l  in educa t ion ,  and the  f inal  completion of t he  50'
yea r s  o f  research i n  t he  hea l th  o f  s i s t e r s  and the  c l e rgy .  The
combinat ion o f  the  t r a i t s  o f  t he se  two f ami l i e s  i n f luenced  the
soc i a l ,  economic ,  and  r e l i g ious  l i f e  o f  a l l  f u tu re  gene ra t i ons  .

Joyful even t s ,  spo r t s ,  good  eat ing , and  country  ga the r -
ings  were  the  r e su l t s  o f  p l anned ,  s ea sona l ly  a s s igned  farm
tasks  a t  va r ious  pe r iods .  The sp r ing  p lowing ,  cu l t i va t i on ,
and seeding by my f a the r  and  my b ro the r ,  Norbe r t ,  began  in
Apr i l  w i th  t he  a id  of two t eams  of  ho r se s ;  the one ,  a pe r f ec t -
l y  ma tched  t eam of heavy  d ra f t s  of  s t a r - s tudded  so r r e l s ,  and
the  o the r  a l i gh t e r  we igh t  team o f  o f f - co lo red  bays .  Each o f
these  two teams could  be  supplemented by  one  o f  the two t ro t -
t e r s  a s  a t h i rd -ho r se -h i t ch  when needed .

The ga rden ,  combined wi th  t he  area for  po t a toes ,  approx-
ima te ly  a qua r t e r  of  an ac re ,  having been plowed and pu lve r -
i zed  a few weeks  ea r l i e r  was p l aced  under the supervis ion of
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my mother .

She  never wen t  ou t -o f -door s  i n  the summertime wi thou t
wea r ing  he r  b lue  o r  pink sunbonnet ,  edged wi th  a l a rge  ruffle
a l l  around to p ro tec t  her  face and neck .  She d i r ec t ed  the
spr ing  work o f  the boys  and g i r l s  i n  laying ou t  squares  fo r
peas ,  beans ,  cabbage ,  l e t t uce ,  c a r ro t s ,  p i ck l e s ,  sweet  corn and
o the r  vegetables  necessary  for the feeding o f  many mouths ,  sum-
mer  and win t e r .  Without  f a i l ,  a few rows of o ld  fashioned ga r -
den f l ower s  were p l an t ed  between rows o f  vege t ab l e s .  Accord-
ing ly  she  declared the odor would  d iscourage  i n sec t s  in damag-
ing vege t ab l e s  and  th i s ,  no doub t ,  was  true for she  never
f a i l ed  to have  an  abundance of garden produce year  a f te r  yea r ,
i n  sp i te  o f  the  f ac t  tha t  insec t i c ides  were  unknown. The l i v -
ing and d in ing  rooms were  f i l led w i th  t he  f r ag rance  o f  the
home-grown b looms ,  permeating every nook and  corner ,  and a r t i s -
t ical ly  arranged in  o ld- fash ioned  p re s sed -g l a s s  va se s .

The l a rge  patch o f  po ta toes  provided many bushe l s  and
when harvested were heaped in a p i l e  and bur ied  under s traw and
ground .  A few weeks l a t e r ,  cabbage,  turnips,  c a r ro t s ,  squash ,
and app les  were  added to  t he  p i l e  and when severe  w in t e r  wea -
ther  began a l l  p roduc t s  were removed to the house ce l l a r .

The summer days provided happy memories on weekend trips
to F t .  Recovery to a t t end  wi ld-west  s t i l l  p ic ture  shows a t  the
nickelodeon.  A t  the end of  a busy  week of  willing e f fo r t s ;
storing hay ,  o r  shocking and hauling of grain sheaves  to the
barn to be  cured and l a t e r  t h re shed ,  my brother  Norbert  and I
wou ld  r ece ive  a qua r t e r  for  Sa tu rday ' s  night en te r ta inment  i n
town .  On many occas ions  t h i s  sum o f  money wou ld  be  augmen ted
by  the  pr ice  o f  two o r  more squabs that had been purchased  by
the  l oca l  ho t e l .  Upon captur ing  t he  ha l f  -grown p igeons  an
extra  l a rge  dip of  i ce -c ream o r  an added, ' s y rup -dope , '  would
be  our week ' s  an t i c ipa ted  t a s t e  experience.

On  many Saturday summer n igh t s ,  in addi t ion  to t he  p i c -
ture show, a band concert  would be  rendered by  loca l  members
who were  business  owners ,  sa lesmen,  musicians o r  teachers i n
F t .  Recovery. Old  and young,  for mi l e s  around ga the red  in the
c i t y  pa rk ,  everyone hav ing  a gay  and  happy t ime wi th  much s ing -
ing ,  dancing,  and parading up and down the s t r ee t s .  In the
town house ,  known a s  the 'Opera House , ’  located on one  corner
o f  Main S t r ee t ,  s t age  plays  of 'Unc le  Ibm ' s  Cabin '  o r  "Dr .
Jekyll and Mr.  Hyde were sometimes performed by an ou t -o f - town
s tock  company. Minst re l  shows ,  usua l ly  in winter,  were per-
formed by one or more  troupes, consis t ing o f  a dozen black men
or  wh i t e s ,  painted b l ack ,  who would make a colorful  s t age  s e t -
ting by having each man, dressed e i ther  in red ,  ye l l ow ,  o range ,
o r  g r een  d re s s  su i t s .  They would  en te r ta in  the  crowd fo r
hours  w i th  t he i r  satirical songs,  pantomimes,  d ia logues ,  danc-
ing and acrobat ic  s t un t s .

On these Saturday even ings ,  l a t e  a t  n igh t ,  the five-mil e
s t r e t ch ,  provided a zes t fu l  home t r i p  for o ld  Maude, one o f  the
t ro t t e r s .  She had been a race horse  in her  pr ime,  though now,
ten  years  o ld  she  was o f f  w i th  her  famous trot with long legs
swinging ea s i l y  and her  narrow hooves beating rhythmical ly .
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She  ma in t a ined  th i s  speed ,  turning a s ide  for  ano the r  ho r se  to
pas s  i f  neces sa ry ,  never  s lowing un t i l  she reached  the  barn a t
home.  Yes ,  i t  i s  t rue  tha t  on  one  Saturday n igh t  my b ro the r
was  compel led to s top Maude wi th in  a few bea t s  for I ,  be ing
ha l f - a s l eep ,  l o s t  my s t i f f  s t raw ha t .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,  t he  buggy
whee l  mi s sed  the  dus t - cove red  leghorn by inches .

Two events  in the  l a t e  f a l l  were  a t t ended  by  the  en t i r e
fami ly ,  the  F t .  Recovery Harvest  Jubilee in the f i r s t  week o f
Augus t  and the Mercer  County Fai r  a t  Celina i n  the  l a s t .  The
f i r s t  f e s t iva l  of  four days were devoted  to exh ib i t s  of local
fa rm produce ,  vege t ab l e s ,  farm an imals ,  farm equipment and
school  displays in the  t own .  P r i ze s  were given fo r  excel len t
exh ib i t s  in a l l  f i e ld s  and an award of  a blue ribbon to the
school t ha t  p re sen ted  the  l a rges t  number of  pup i l s  on a de s ig -
nated day .  This honor f e l l  to  the Wendelin school  in 1909 .

t J
-

My Fa the r ’ s  farm wagon ,  drawn by h i s  two teams  o f  ho r se s .

The Ce l ina  Fa i r  demanded more  preparat ion by  the  fami ly
s ince  the  d i s tance  o f  e igh teen  mi l e s  required an a l l -day  t r ip
wi th  an ea r ly  morning s t a r t  and a l a t e  one  home .  The  sur rey
wi th  the f r i nge  on top ,  drawn by  the two t ro t t e r s ,  was  to
carry a l l  members of t he  f ami ly ,  d r inks  along the way ,  lunch
a t  noon and a going snack .  A bag o f  hay  and  ea r s  o f  corn for
the  horses  was  t ied to the running gea r  under the su r r ey .  For
the  pa r t i cu l a r  day many varied foods had been prepared:  s l i ce s
of home-cured ham; f inger- l icking ch icken;  co f f ee  cake ;  c ream
pie  and mou th -watering choco la t e  cake ,  and  many o the r  t i db i t s
for in -be tween  snacks .  In sp i te  o f  t he  f ac t  t ha t  i t  was  a day
a t  the f a i r  i t  was  cons ide red  by the  family a s  one  of t he  g rea t
p icn ic  days of  the  yea r .

The  1909  fair t r ip  a t  my age  o f  12 yea r s  was  the  one  t ha t
I remember mos t  v iv id ly  s ince  t he  en t i r e  f ami ly  had  a tour o f
the cen t e r  o f  the town ,  Ce l ina ,  be fore  going to t he  f a i r -
g rounds .  Celina being the  county  s ea t ,  the cou r thouse  was  cen-
te red  in the public square which fasc ina ted  a l l  of  u s  due to
i t s  s i ze  of  three s to r i e s  and i t s  huge  squa re  tower  w i th  a
c lock on  each s ide .  We had  the oppor tun i ty  of  walk ing  around
the  square  one  o r  more t imes ,  observing the  movements  o f  the
long hands  and wai t ing  for  the  fou r  c locks  to s t r i ke  the  des ig -
na t ed  hour  of twe lve .  S t r ee t s  on  the pe r ime te r  of t he  pa rk
were  do t t ed  w i th  many h i tch ing  pos t s ,  providing parking a rea
for  var ious  k inds  o f  r i g s  and  fa rm-wagons  which was  a mos t
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convenient ,  un l imi ted  parking area for  tying horses  and for a
few curious -looking automobi les .  The owners transacted business
a t  the court-house  or  a t  nearby s tores  and bus iness  places sur-
rounding the  square .  Off ices  o f  doc tors ,  dent i s t s ,  r ea l tors ,
and lawyers were  usua l ly  on the second f loor .  The s t ree t  level
housed a bank on  each  of the two corners ,  a drug store and a 5£
and 10£ variety s tore  on  the  o ther  two and a large department
s tore  occupied a ha l f - s t ree t  on  the  Eas t  and a men ' s  s tore  and
lady ' s  shop on the Nor th .  In the  middle o f  the wes t  s ide was
the  i ce -cream par lor ,  containing l i t t l e  round tab le s  for four .

The outstanding event  was  a t rea t  to a soda for the fam-
i ly ,  the cos t  o f  which was  8< each .  This was  truly  the s tar t
of  a ga la  day  a t  the fa i r .

In the  year  of 1909  we  had an  abundance of  f ru i t  and gar -
den vegetables  which permitted much canning of  vege tab le s  from
the garden ,  fruit  from the  orchard ,  berr i e s  and grapes  from the
yard .  I remember the  temperature  in  the  k i t chen  was  excess ive
that  summer due to the  very warm and  su l t ry  days ,  which was  im-
measurably  increased by  the  canning proces s .  This  demanded a
roaring ki tchen f ire  to heat  addi t ional  ve s se l s  for s t er i l i za -
t ion o f  Jars ,  po t s ,  rubber r ings ,  l id s ,  c lamps ,  and for the
steaming o f  vegetab les  in the f i l led  jars .  Yes ,  in  addit ion to
the  many details  of  canning, mother had to prepare the noon and
evening meals  for the day ,  but a l l  th i s  was  necessary for the
reward of good  eating in the  w in ter .

TO supplement the  d i e t ,  po ta toes ,  cabbage,  carrot s ,  tur -
nips ,  bee t s ,  and apples were  wrapped in sheets  of  paper from
Sears  Roebuck catalogue and stored in the ' root - ce l lar  . ' I t  i s
to be remembered that  there  was no lack of  w i ld  game,  bee f ,
sa l t  and fresh pork,  ham and many kinds of poul try  to be  had
throughout the winter  months .

Now wi th  the b lus ter ing  wintry  winds  approaching which
came far  too quickly a f t er  the  gather ing  o f  wa lnut s ,  hickory
nuts  and pumpkins,  the happy carefree days of  few c lo thes ,  of
no shoes ,  of  no s tockings  or  caps ,  came to an end .  The very
idea of  wearing those  awful ,  bu lky ,  b lack ,  woolen s tock ings ,
and  long- legged underwear wi th  but tons  in  front and  back was
more depressing for g i r l s  than for boys .

By and large ,  boys  were  more exc i ted  than g i r l s  to meet
the  new ventures  of w in ter  ac t iv i t i e s .  The spor t s  of boys were
not  re s t r i c t ed  to  the house s ince  the large  barn ,  now f i l l ed
wi th  hay  and s t raw,  provided innumerable s l ides ,  secret  hiding
p laces ,  and make-bel ieve  tunnels  and caves .  In exceptionally
stormy weather ,  time would be  spent in the  farm workshop ,  de -
v i s ing  snares ,  repairing wagons and s l eds ,  and  sharpening
skates  .

A rus ty ,  old s tove  in the corner o f  the shop kept the
temperature of  a raw-edged day a t  a comfortable 75 degrees .
The dirt floor was covered wi th  sawdust whi le  the c la t t ered
corners were  crowded wi th  shove l s ,  spades,  a s l edge ,  crowbars,
ropes and w ire .  My fa ther  knowing the  value and usefulness  of
bo l t s ,  screws and cast-off  small  par t s  of o ld  machinery,  saved
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them and  were  s to r ed  i n  boxes  under  t he  workbench .  I t ,  t oo ,
was  covered  w i th  a ve r i t ab l e  j ung le  o f  t oo l s .

Boys  on  the  f a rm had  the  oppor tun i ty  o f  ea rn ing  pin-money
by ca t ch ing  sma l l  game an ima l s  of  skunks ,  musk ra t s ,  and  a mink
occas iona l ly ,  wh ich  had  been t r apped  dur ing  t he  n igh t .  Check-
ing t raps  was  a r egu la r  rou t ine  for  boys  before  going to school
and  on  r a r e  occas ions  t he  t eache r  wou ld  be  compel led  t o  send a
boy  home who had  encoun te red  a ma Iodo r u s  skunk  tha t  morn ing .

Thanksgiv ing  Day, being a round  the  corner  a l l  ch i l d r en
looked forward  to t ha t  day when the  big gobb le r  w i th  w ings  and
legs  h igh ,  wou ld  be t he  cen t e r  o f  a t t r ac t i on  on the  farm d in -
ing t ab l e .  For weeks  t he  s t ru t t e r  wou ld  be  conf ined  to a spe-
c i a l  enc losu re  and  f ed  w i th  the  bes t  of  g r a in s  to improve  the
qua l i t y  o f  t ha t  lhanksgiv ing  b i rd .  The days o f  Chr i s tmas  and
New Year were  days of r epe t i t i on  o f  pa s t  mer r imen t  and f ea s t -
ing bu t  even wi th  g rea t e r  abandoment  .

A g rowing  farm boy had  many chores  to pe r fo rm:  t he
sp l i t t i ng  and  ca r ry ing  of  wood to t he  house ;  t he  f eed ing  of
ch ickens  and  o the r  f a rm an ima l s :  and  the  mi lk ing  of  cows ,  bo th
morning and  evening i r r e spec t ive  o f  t he  t empera tu re .  I t  m igh t
appear  t o  many today  tha t  t he se  ac t i v i t i e s  were  rea l  ha rdsh ips
and  had  d i s advan tages ,  bu t ,  i n  r ea l i t y  t hey  were  b l e s s ings  i n
d i sgu i se .  I t  was t he se  fo rce s  t ha t  did a l i t t l e  chipping here
and the re  wh ich  molded  cha rac t e r  and  formed the  c ruc ib le  t ha t
changed  the  common i ron  t o  t ha t  o f  s t ee l ,  t he reby  bes towing
upon the  coun t ry  boy the  t rue  meaning of t he  d ign i ty  o f  work ,
o f  cou rage ,  o f  pa t i ence ,  of pe r seve rance ,  o f  wisdom and a cor-
r ec t  ph i lo sophy  of  l i f e .

Li fe  i n  t he  coun t ry  was  no t  a l l  work  and  no p l ay .  Mem-
orab l e  were  the  days  o f  hun t ing ,  f i sh ing ,  nu t t i ng  in t he  sum-
mer and  f a l l ,  and  many va r ious  spo r t s  t he  year  round .  In pa r -
t i cu l a r ,  one  cou ld  be  ve ry  exc i t ed  when r e l a t i ng  t he  j o l l y ,
l i ve ly ,  n imb le - foo t ed  i ce - ska t ing  ma tches  of  t he  boys  and  g i r l s
on the  Wabash r ive r  .

Ju s t  a s  the g leaming pink and  go ld  in t he  wes t e rn  sky
was  sca rce ly  v i s ib l e ,  t he  sun  had been pul led  minu te s  ago be -
low the  ho r i zon ,  my b ro the r  and I ,  w i th  s t rapped  ska t e s  s lung
over  ou r  shou lde r s ,  we re  on ou r  way for  a n igh t  o f  fun  and
f ro l i c .  I t  was  bu t  a few yards  to t he  nearby creek (branch  of
the  Wabash ) ,  where the  s t r e t ches  of i c e  bade u s  f a s t en  ou r
ska t e s  qu i ck ly  and secu re ly .  In sp i t e  of  ou r  hur r i ed  maneuver-
ing ,  t he  i cy  a i r  had  invaded  our  exposed eyes and  f ace  and  had
pene t r a t ed  ou r  nos t r i l s .  Wi th in  s econds ,  we ,  w i th  a few o the r
boys  and g i r l s ,  cha l l eng ing  the  zero wea the r ,  were  off  to t he
wide  and deep r i ve r  to t he  Nor th .  Per iodica l ly ,  t he se  sp i r i t -
ed  a f f a i r s  wou ld  con t inue  l a t e  i n to  the  n igh t ,  t he  r e su l t s  of
wh ich  wou ld  be  ach ing  l egs ,  some body b ru i se s ,  semi - f rozen
face  and  hands ,  and  a r e s t r i c t ed  o rde r ly  complet ion of  morning
chores  .

Wi th in  a ha l f -mi l e  of  the  r i ve r  was  an o ld  abandoned,
wa te r - f i l l ed  g rave l  pi t o f  a qua r t e r  -ac re  wh ich  a l so  p rov ided
en joymen t  of  ska t ing  dur ing  t he  ea r ly  w in t e r  season and  up to
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Chr i s tmas .  Days of con t inuous  ze ro  and  sub -ze ro  wea the r  i n
Janua ry  p roduced  a conve r sa t i on  be tween  my f a the r ,  Unc le  John
and  the  l oca l  s t o r ekeepe r ,  t ha t  became more  d i s cou rag ing  to u s
a s  t he  days  pas sed .  The th r ee  owned an  i ce -house  j o in t l y ,
wh ich  was  f i l l ed ,  yea r ly ,  w i th  newly  f rozen  b locks  o f  i c e  f rom
the  pond .  The bad  news o f  i c e -ha rves t i ng  came upon us  sudden ly
and unaware wh ich  mean t  t ha t  t he re  wou ld  be no more ska  t ing on  the
qua r t e r - ac re  pond for  many days .  I mus t  r emind  the  r eade r  t ha t
i n  t hose  days  a r t i f i c i a l  i c e  was  unknown s ince  t he  mechan ica l
con t r i vances  w i th  t he  neces sa ry  chemica l s  we re  comple t e ly  ab -
sen t .  There  was  no w idesp read  use  o f  e l ec t i c i t y ,  even  in  sma l l
towns and none  in ru ra l  a r ea s .

So ca l l ed  i ce -ha rves t i ng  was  a week of  damp,  f r eez ing ,
backbreak ing ,  and  t i r e some  work  f rom ea r ly  morn ing  to  l a t e  a t
n igh t .  Much p re l imina ry  work  had to be  comple ted  i n  advance  so
tha t  when the  pond was  f rozen  from 6 to 8 i nches  o r  more  i n
th i cknes s  a l l  would  be  ready for  t he  ha rves t .  Local  men wou ld
be  h i r ed ,  a horse  ca lm and  una f r a id ,  p rope r ly  shod wi th  ve ry
sharp c l ea t s  would  pu l l  t he  i ce -marke r  and  the i ce -p low ac ros s
the  pond .  These two impor t an t  tools  for  the ope ra t ion  had  to
be  r azo r  sharp  to mark  t he  s i ze  o f  t he  cakes  so t ha t  a l l  wou ld
be  un i form in  s i ze  and  shape ,  24 by  24 inches .  The i ce -p low
was  to cu t  deeper i n to  t he  marked  l i ne  whereupon the  i ce - saw
comple t ed  t he  s epa ra t i on  o f  long b locks  o f  i c e  cakes .

On the  s loping bank  of  the  pond a wooden s l i de  wou ld  be
bu i l t  f rom a wagon-h igh  p l a t fo rm to the wa te r  l eve l  i n  t he  pond .
Th i s  ramp wou ld  be t he  means  o f  removing the  long  i ce -b locks
o f  t en  cakes long ,  from the  wa te r .  There would  be  much push ing
and  pu l l i ng  w i th  odd - l eng th  po l e s  to maneuver  t he  i ce  b locks
to  t he  ramp where ,  w i th  i ce - tongs ,  rope and  the  ho r se ,  t he  a s -
cend ing  t en -cake  b lock  wou ld  l and  sa f e ly  on  t he  p l a t fo rm.  The
a t t endan t  a t  t h i s  po in t  would  t h rus t  a sharp  f l a t  i ron  ba r  i n to
the  marked seam the reby  caus ing  the  na tu ra l  i c e  to sp l i t
s t r a igh t  and  t rue  i n to  un i fo rm cakes .

The mos t  d i f f i cu l t  and  unp leasan t  work  now began  in  t he
hand l ing  and  hau l ing  o f  the  we t  and  s l i ppe ry  i ce -b locks .  F i f t y
o r  more  cakes  to a wagon load  were  ca r t ed  to t he  v i l l age  i ce -
house ,  p l aced  in  l aye r s ,  ends-up  wi th  l oose ,  d ry  sawdust
s i f t ed  a round ,  under and  above each cake .  The s awdus t  wou ld
insu l a t e  the i ce  f rom the ho t  summer sun and  s imu l t aneous ly ,
a id  i n  freeing ad jacen t  cakes  when removed .  The i ce -house  was
about  twenty  f ee t  h igh ,  20 x 20  i n  d imens ions ,  and gene ra l l y
f i l l ed  to t he  t op ,  wh ich  demanded an addi t iona l  h igher  s l i de  to
f i l l  the  upper half o f  t he  bu i ld ing .

In ou r  home we had an  excep t iona l ly  l a rge  i cebox ,  ca l l ed
a cooler  t ha t  would  accomodate  a l a rge  sp l i t  i c e  cake .  The
box  cons i s t ed  o f  an  upper s ec t i on  wh ich  was  l i ned  w i th  t i n  o r
copper to ho ld  the me l t i ng  i ce .  The wa te r ,  channeled to a con-
t a ine r  r e s t i ng  on  the  f loor ,  and indeed could cause  a household
t ragedy  i f  one forgot  to check the  container pe r iod i ca l l y  . The
lower sec t ion  o f  the coo le r  was  l i ned  w i th  shelves  for  food s to rage ,
t empera tu re  of  wh ich  was  about  40 degrees ,  thereby p rese rv ing
l iqu ids ,  mea t s ,  and  vege t ab l e s  for  a r easonab le  pe r iod  o f  t ime .
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My bro the r  and I f ound  i t  g r ea t  fun  to remove a cake  of
i ce  on a ho t  summer day when needed , bu t  we had  even  g rea t e r
an t i c ipa t ed  p l ea su re  i f  i t  we re  on  Sa tu rday  to  make  homemade
ice -c r eam the  nex t  day .

Nearby ne ighbor s  i n  need  o f  i c e  for  co ld  d r inks ,  o r  t he
making o f  i ce -c ream in  t he  summer  wou ld  a f fo rd  a p l ea san t  s e r -
v i ce  fo r  my b ro the r  and  me since ou r  compensa t ion  wou ld  p rov ide
an  added  Sa tu rday ’ s  mo t ion  p i c tu re  show,  t he  N icke lodeon ,  o r
the  pu rchase  o f  pe r sona l  needs . ,

In t he  r emin i sc ing  of  even t s  I da re  no t  ove r look  those  r e -
l a t i ng  to  f ami ly  i l l ne s se s ,  and  the  wha t ,  whe re ,  and  when the
count ry  doc to r  was  ca l l ed .  My pa ren t s ,  having  a f ami ly  o f  t en
ch i ld ren ,  encoun te red  i l l ne s se s  t ha t  we re  more  than  imag ina ry .
Yes , during t he  pe r iod  from 1900  to  1913 ,  seven  ch i ld r en  were
bo rn :  A lbe r t  i n  1900 ,  a s econd  s i s t e r  Z i t a ,  i n  1901 :  Ju l i u s
in  1906 .  Sy lves t e r  i n  1908 ,  and  Wal t e r  in 1913 ,  two b ro the r s
had  d i ed  in i n f ancy .  Communica t ion  w i th  t he  doc to r  was  d i f f i -
cu l t  before the  t e l ephone  came to t he  ru ra l  a r ea s ,  and  he  was
ra re ly  ca l l ed  to t he  home un le s s  needed  fo r  t he  a r r i va l  of  a
new b ro the r  or s i s t e r .  Memor ies  o f  these  ha l f -dozen  occas ions
were  s imi l a r  i n  s e t t i ng  for i t  was  t he  doc to r  who came t o  t he
f ron t  porch  wi th  a hea r ty  laugh  and  a big warm fami ly  g ree t i ng
as  he  en t e r ed .  His no t  too l a rge  b l ack  medic ine  bag ,  a na r row
kind  o f  two - s to ry  l ea the r  one ,  wh ich  when  opened  d i sp l ayed  rows
and rows o f  sma l l  bo t t l e s  of  co lored  p i l l s .  The bo t tom o f  t he
bag was  j u s t  1 a rg e e no ug h to  a ccomo da t ea  f ew i n s t  r ume n t s ,
wh i l e  t he  upper s ide s  con ta ined  bo t t l e s  o f  e l emen t s  o f  qu in ine ,
t u rpen t ine ,  compound ca tha r t i c  p i l l s ,  c a lome t ,  c a s to r  o i l ,  and
o the r  he rba l  compounds .

When mothe r  was  i l l  we  were  w ide -eyed ,  anx ious  and  cu r -
ious ly  wa i t i ng  fo r  t he  doc to r  to  come from the  bedroom.  Ch i l -
d ren  were  never  i n fo rmed  in  advance  abou t  a new a r r iva l  bu t
when the  doc to r  emerged we expec t ed  to hea r  h im  say ,  ’’You have
ano the r  new b ro the r . ”

When the re  was  i l l ne s s  t he  doc to r  wou ld  s i t  a t  t he  k i t chen
tab l e ,  t ake  a few p i l l s  from a bo t t l e ,  pe rhaps  f rom a s econd
and  th i rd ,  and  by  mix ing  them wi th  wa te r  t he  concoc t ion  was
ready  fo r  u se ,  accompanied  w i th  ve rba l  i n s t ruc t i ons  a lways .
The doc to r  was  neve r  i n  a hu r ry  bu t  t a lked ,  l aughed ,  and joked ,
b r ing ing  good  chee r  to  t he  househo ld  and  i f  neces sa ry  wou ld
remain  a l l  n igh t  un t i l  t he  pe r son  showed s igns  of  improvemen t .
The gene ra l  p r ac t i t i one r  was  t he  bes t  f r i end  o f  t he  f ami ly  and
adminis tered  more  medicine  o f  psychology  and common sense  than
p i l l s  f rom a bo t t l e .

A fami ly  o f  s i x  boys  and two g i r l s ,  having l im i t ed  oppor-
tun i t i e s  o f  buying wearing apparel  and i t ems  fo r  Sunday-dress
a t  the  loca l  s t o r e ,  f a the r  was  compelled to shop e l s ewhere .
Every yea r  t he re  would  be  two o r  more shopping t r i p s  to a near-
by  v i l l age ,  t h ree  mi l e s  d i s t an t ,  by the  name of Sharpsburg wh ich
was  renamed Zenz C i ty  by a Mr .  Zenz who  opened  a we l l - s tocked
dry goods  s to r e  about  t he  turn  of  t he  cen tu ry .  H i s  s t ock  o f
goods  were  readymade ga rmen t s  of su i t s ,  sh i r t s ,  unde rwea r ,
s tock ings  and a l a rge  co l l ec t i on  o f  shoes  and knee -h igh  l ea the r
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boo t s  fo r  men and boys .  I t  was  we l l  known by a l l  t ha t  Mr. Zenz
bough t  up so -ca l l ed  ’F i r e  Sa l e s , ’  i n  Dayton and so ld  t he  i t ems
a t  g r ea t l y  reduced  p r i ce s .

A v i s i t  by  t he  f ami ly  to t he  s to r e  wou ld  be a week o r  two
before  t he  opening of  s choo l  i n  Sep tember .  Each o f  the  boys
wou ld  be proud to exh ib i t  a two- tone  s t r i ped ,  t u r t l eneck  swea t -
e r ,  corduroy knee pan t s ,  and red  -edged topped ,  knee-h igh  l ea th -
e r  boo t s  dur ing  t he  ensu ing  yea r .  Na tu ra l l y ,  a l a rge  a s so r t -
ment  of  woo len  underwear wi  t h  long s l eeves  and long l egs  wou ld
comple t e  the  pu rchase .  Ch i ld ren  of  many o the r  f ami l i e s  i n  the
pa r i sh  were no t  a s  fo r tuna t e  a s  we were to p re sen t  themse lves
wi th  such an a r r ay  o f  wea r ing  appa re l .  Those ,  f a r  f rom schoo l ,
t r ave l ing  to and fro by  foo t  , were compelled to wea r  heavy- f e l t
boo t s ,  homemade woolen sh i r t s ,  pan t s  and  coa t s  fo r  wa rmth .  One
cou ld  wr i t e  a t  l eng th  on the  type o f  c lumsy  and heavy  c lo th ing
tha t  some coun t ry  ch i ld r en  wore  i n  t hose  days ,  bu t  heavy woo l -
ens  were  neces sa ry  for  wa rmth  though no t  comfor t ab l e  i n  the
school room .

O the r  shopping even t s  o f  t he  f ami ly  were made a t  Chr i s t -
mas ,  Eas t e r ,  and F i r s t  Communion ce l eb ra t i on  o f  one  o f  t he  boys .
On the  occas ion  o f  my F i r s t  Communion the  f i r s t  i t em to be con-
s ide red  was  a su i t  of  c lo thes  wh ich  a f t e r  some hagg l ing  over
the  p r i ce  by  my f a the r ,  Mr. Zenz added a sh i r t ,  t i e  and  sus -
pende r s ,  a s  add i t i ona l  inducement  to pu rchase .  The pu rchase
be ing  comple ted  Mr.  Zenz s a id ,  "To show you tha t  my hea r t  i s
r i gh t  for  I wan t  you to come back for  t he  o the r  boys ,  your son
can have a pa i r  o f  dress shoes ,  ( h igh  bu t ton  o r  pa t en t  l e a the r )
a t  ha l f -p r i ce  and a pa i r  o f  s tock ings  a t  no ex t r a  cos t  for t h i s
occas ion  . ’*

Af t e r  the horse- trading between the  two ended and the
dea l  was  completed,  money was  g iven  to Mr. Zenz .  A l l  i t emspur -
chased  were  p l aced  in  a wi re  baske t  w i th  money inse r ted  in an
a t t ached  tube and e l eva t ed  to a w i r e  cable  above .  Ihe wi re
baske t  w i th  goods and  money were  sho t  to the ca sh i e r ’ s  cage ,
l oca t ed  near  t he  ce i l ing  in the  cen t e r  o f  the  s to r e  where  the
merchand i se  was  wrapped,  money change made by  the  cen t r a l
ca sh i e r ,  and  shot  back to the coun te r .  Lowering the  baske t
f rom f rom the  cab l e ,  Mr .  Zenz presented t he  package to me and
the  correct  change  to my f a the r .  A l l  were  happy and I was  eage r
to d i sp l ay  t he  new pu rchase  to my mother  upon reaching home .

Occas iona l ly ,  before  the  hard  w in t e r  season approached,
f a the r  and the  boys  wou ld  make an ex t r a  shopping v i s i t  f o r  l e a -
the r  boo t s ,  wh ich  would  be  t r ea t ed  w i th  ho t  l i n seed  o i l  be fore
being worn .  Fa the r  had a comple te  cobb le r ’ s  shoe  renair  k i t
wh ich  was  used pe r iod i ca l l y  during t he  season ,  fo r  w i th  s ix
growing  boys ,  the  bes t  of  l e a the r  so l e s  on shoes  and boo t s  were
no t  even a cha l l enge  to t he  ha rd  u sage  g iven  them.  To provide
fa the r  a b r ea th ing  spe l l  f rom the  cons t an t  r ep lacement  of  so l e s
on  l ea the r  boo t s  a row o f  hobna i l s  ( round-headed t acks ) ,  pro-
truding one  e igh th  of  an  i nch ,  we re  tacked  to bo th  so l e s  and
hee l s .  In sp i t e  of t he se  i t  d id  no t  d iscourage  ou r  ac t i v i t y  of
i ce  ska t ing ,  bu t  i t  cou ld  c r ea t e  some havoc  on  the  l ino leum and
rag covered f l oo r s  in the  house .  I t  was  a s t and ing  order  of  my
mothe r  t ha t  a l l  boo t s  had to be  removed in t he  kitchen before
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en te r ing  any  o the r  pa r t  of t he  house  and fo r  removal  of boo t s  a
wooden boo t - j ack ,  a gadge t  o f  an i nch  boa rd ,  4 x 12 i nches ,  and
s l i gh t ly  r a i s ed  on  one  end  wi th  a V shape ,  was  p l aced  nea r  the
ki tchen door .

Pe t e r  was  a do - i t -you r se l f  shoe repairman whose  cobb le r ' s
equipment  was  i n  an ad jo in ing  room a t t ached  to the side o f  the
k i t chen .  This  room a l so  contained the  br ick-domed baking oven
which  was  i n  cons t an t  u se  by  my mothe r  in the  baking o f  a dozen
or  more  loaves  of  b read  a t  one t ime .  (The gene ra t i on  o f  today
wi l l  r a r e ly  o r  never see a dome-shaped oven un l e s s  they  have  t he
oppor tuni ty  o f  t rave l ing  in upper Canada o r  v i s i t  some Indian
Rese rva t ions  . )

Ha l f  - so l e s  o f  raw l ea the r ,  purchased a t  t he  loca l  s t o r e ,
would be  thoroughly  soaked in  wa te r  a t  f i r s t ,  thereby  c rea t ing  a
more  f l ex ib l e  and tougher p iece  o f  l e a the r  a f t e r  i t  had  been
reduced to one -ha l f  i n  th ickness  by  app l i ca t i on  of  a wooden
ma l l e t .  Fa the r  w i th  h i s  comple te  s e t  of equ ipmen t  of i r on
l a s t s ,  proper sol ing t acks ,  and  a keen l ea the r  cu t t i ng  kn i f e  for
shaping so le s  and hee l s ,  would  produce a shoe - r epa i r  job t ha t
was  t he  envy of  any cobb le r .

The k i t chen  had many du t i e s  to pe r fo rm;  a c lo thes  c lo se t
t o  t he  l e f t  was  a c a t ch -a l l  for  f a rm coa t s ,  c aps ,  boo t s  and
rough  shoes ,  j u s t  beyond th i s  was  a pan t ry ,  ad j acen t  to t he
k i t chen  s tove ,  con ta in ing  canned goods  and c r eam,  ready to be
churned  when f e rmen ted .  The bu t t e r  churn  was  a musc l e - ac t i va t ed
gadge t  wh ich  by  a s tomping ac t ion  of  an up-and-down p lunge r
wou ld  s epa ra t e  the bu t t e r f a t  f rom the  wa te r .  The churn was  a
s l i gh t ly  tapered  ba r r e l ,  f i ve  inches  in d i ame te r  a t  the bo t tom
and four i nches  a t  t he  top and th r ee  f ee t  h igh  w i th  t he  hand le
o f  the  p lunger  pro jec t ing  th rough  the  opening in t he  l i d .  I
remember on many days  in summer, due to the  hea t ,  aching musc l e s
and the aching des i r e  to be  ou t  playing ba l l ,  I was  cons t an t ly
checking,  ye s ,  dozens of t imes ,  t he  p rogress  of the separa t ion
in the bu t t e r f a t ,  a lways  hoping tha t  t he  bu t t e r  wou ld  appear
sho r t l y  .

The f loor  of  the low-ce i l ing  ki tchen was  scrubbed wi th
boi l ing wa te r  every Sa turday  af te rnoon o r  more  o f t en  i f  neces-
sa ry .  I had  described ea r l i e r  t ha t  the focal  po in t  i n  the
k i t chen  was  the b l ack ,  i r on ,  n icke l - l ined  s tove  w i th  i t s  large
warming  oven below and smal le r  ones  above .  These when opened
would  hea t  t he  room comfor tab ly  fo r  the boys who ga thered  he re
on win t e r  morn ings  before  b reak fa s t .  Having no cen t r a l  hea t ing
un i t  in our home,  the bedrooms on  the  second f loo r  rece ived
l i t t l e  warmth  f rom the s toves  be low.  The t empera tu re  i n  both
bedrooms was  a t  a degree j u s t  enough to prevent  one  from de t ec t -
ing ones  b rea th  wh i l e  the  f ros t - f lowers  had been pu t t ing  fo r th
a l l  day t he i r  da in t i e s t ,  s i l ve r i s t  pe t a l s  on the  panes  o f  t he
on ly  window opening in  the  room.  The n igh t  before  a co ld  w in -
t e r  morning the  boys were  a l l owed  to und re s s  for  bed in the
k i t chen ,  l e av ing  underwear,  s t ock ings ,  e t c .  on hangers  behind
the  k i t chen  s tove .  The g i r l s  we re  p r iv i l edged  to u se  the  warmth
of  t he  la rge  l i v ing -d in ing  room for t he i r  p r epa ra t i on ,  a l so  de-
pos i t ed  t he i r  school c lo thes  i n  the r ea r  of  the  po t -be l l i ed
s tove .  Thus  a l l  c lo thes  of  boys  and g i r l s  wou ld  be  p l ea san t ly
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warm in  the  morning . Hurrying two s teps  a t  a t ime  down the
s t a i rway  wi th  g rea t  exc i t emen t  and  g l ee ,  t he  f i r s t  wou ld  s l i p
in  be tween the  s tove  and  wa l l ,  a f avo r i t e  warm spo t ,  wh i l e  t he
c i the r s  would be  s l i pp ing  s tock ings  and  shoes  on  co ld  f ee t .  I t
was  on one of  t he se  morn ings  when wash ing  my f ee t ,  my b ro the r
Norbe r t ,  i n  a b i t  o f  ho r sep l ay ,  acc iden ta l l y  poured  bo i l ing
wa te r  f rom the t eake t t l e  over the ca l f  of  my l eg .  No doc to r
had  been  ca l l ed  o r  had been contacted a t  the t ime fo r  he  l i ved
f ive  mi l e s  away ,  bu t  my mothe r  u sed  a home remedy o f  s a lve  made
from a l oca l  f i e ld  p l an t ,  'Mu l l e in ’  t ha t  hea l ed  t he  i n ju ry  over
a pe r iod  o f  several  weeks .  O i l ,  d i s t i l l ed  from mul l e in  was  the
s t anda rd  home remedy for  an aching ea r ,  and  had been used  on
many a l i t t l e  tyke to pu t  h im in to  d reamland ,

Another  morning de l igh t  was  t he  breakfas t  se rved  a t  the
k i t chen  t ab l e .  Slowly cooked oa tmea l  i n  a double-boi le r ,  p r e -
pared the  night  before w i th  th ick  cream was  a r ea l  t r ea t ,  and
se rved  wi th  homemade b read ,  bu t t e r  and  j am.  Though every o the r
morning the f ami ly  would  be t rea ted  to f r ied  eggs  and  home
cured bacon o r  sausage .

From the  spacious oven ,  week ly ,  drif ted the mos t  heaven ly
aromas  from the big f l a t  coffee cakes ,  ju icy  p i e s ,  and f ea the ry
cakes .  As an extra t r ea t  some o f  the  breaddough wou ld  be  made
in to  coffee cakes ,  and  sprinkled w i th  brown sugar ,  c innamon ,
r a i s in s  and covered  w i th  sweet  c r eam.  No one could equal
mo the r ’ s  coffee cakes .  There was  no t imer ,  no t he rmos t a t  on
the  s tove  and the tempera ture  was  r egu la t ed  by  judic ious  addi-
t i on  and p lacement  o f  d i f ferent  s i ze  chunks of  wood  in the  ad -
j acen t  f i rebox.  I marve l  a t  the t h ings  my mother accomplished
wi th  the s imp le s t  equ ipment  w i th  wh ich  she worked .

She  was  f i ve  f ee t  t a l l  bu t  w i th  yea r s  o f  experience she
cou ld  complete any t a sk ,  was  a wonderfu l  cook and housekeeper .
Her pa t i ence  was  beyond desc r ip t i on  for  she was  r eady  to s t ew ,
s t eam,  bake ,  b ro i l ,  and fry foods ,  t h r ee  t imes a day ,  yea r  a f t e r
yea r  .

The f a i t h fu l  k i t chen  s tove  a t e  a g igan t i c  woodbox o f
sp l i t  wood each  and eve ry  day  of the  yea r .  A reservoir  on t he
s ide  of  the  s tove  was kept  f i l l ed  w i th  water  fo r  washing dishes
and  for i n s t an t  ho t  wa te r  when needed for  i t  was  the ho t  -water
hea t e r  of  the  t imes .  The t a sk  of keeping the  nearby woodbox
f i l l ed  for the  day was  the r egu la r  rou t ine  a f t e r  school  hours
of one o f  t he  boys .  Due  to the f ac t  t ha t  my b ro the r  Norber t
had barn chores w i th  f a the r ,  t h i s  chore  had been  mine for  a
number of  yea r s ,  ye t  ve ry  p leasan t  and in te res t ing  i n  w in t e r
wi th  the  u se  of  the s l ed .

We must  no t  ove r look  another  important  func t ion  of the
s tove  because  i t  was the one appliance neces sa ry  to wash ,  bo i l ,
and  i ron  the fami ly  c lo thes ,  thus  us ing the en t i r e  top o f  the
s tove  on many days .  The fami ly  wash  was  the  Monday morning
chore ,  ’washday .*  The  laundry soap was  homemade o f  l a rd ,  l ye ,
and wa te r ,  mixed and bo i l ed  to a c e r t a in  cons i s t ency ,  (To i l e t
soap for personal  u se  could  be  purchased a t  the loca l  count ry
s to re ,  under the  t r ade  name ’Cas t i l e ,  Bu t t e rmi lk  To i l e t  Soap(  )
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Two large wooden tubs of water , one of clear cistern
water and another, mixed with indigo blue (a clothes Whitener),
a hand-operated wringer, a wicker clothes basket with dozens of
clothespins, and a copper boiler would complete the essentials
for washday operation. A washboard was truly an important fa-
cility in preparing both fine and coarse garments before plac-
ing them in the copper boiler. Subsequently, after a ten-
minute boiling process on the top of the stove, clothes were
rinsed through the clear water and again in the blue mixture.
The hand-operated wringer performed the duty of removing excess
water, after which starch was added if needed. On clear days,
winter and summer, all clothes, fastened with wooden clothes-
pins, were hung on a permanent wire line in the backyard. Usu-
ally, clothes when brought indoors were frozen stiff in winter,
therefore long underwear, stiff shirts, and dresses were sup-
ported by chairs in the kitchen while the smaller articles were
draped over the clothes-horse.

The electric, mechanical, revolving heating ironer was
hardly an idea at the time. The so-called 'sad iron' was heat-
ed on the stove for ironing curtains, bed sheets, and other
garments. Mother, and later my sister, Veronica, ironed the
stiffly starched aprons and ruffled sunbonnets of the girls and
the highly starched round collars of the boys’ Eton Jackets.
These with the knee- length pants and high button shoes were
known as the dress for the Sunday Best,

I would be remiss in relating my boyhood and teenage ex-
periences if I did not acknowledge the influence of my favorite
Uncle John, my Godfather, and his newly acquired wife, Aunt
Anna Boehner, whom he married in 1905. She had worked in Cin-
cinnati as a maid in a wealthy home for a number of years,
thereby acquiring many personal niceties, city skills, and
practices. Her ability to transfer a bit of urban culture to
our family and to the parish was a distinct advantage. I was
invited to live with them daily, for two years, caring for
their first child, Magdalene. Grandfather Adam having died in
1903, they with grandmother Elizabeth, lived in the large house
across the road. Though the distance to my home over the
swinging footbridge was short indeed, it was a painful and
dreadful experience to make the journey after darkness had fal-
len, Invariably, just after dusk a dreary and terrifying hoot-
ing of a screech owl would be heard in the nearby orchard ad-
jacent to the path that led to the footbridge. Cerainly, no
longer than a few seconds of a hop- skip -an d-a- jump , I was on
the footbridge, and then with another I landed on the front
porch of my home.

Aunt Anna Boebner was the daughter of Gottleib and Mag-
dalene (Link), and according to their family history, Gottleib
and his baby brother, Benedict, (a member of the Precious Blood
order), had been carried by their parents to the small cross-
road village of St. Wendelin before it had been established as
a mission in 1856. The family tradition provides an unusual
story of this family’s journey by foot through the deep forest
from Union City to this settlement, a distance of 25 miles or
more. The parents of Gottleib built a log house and store at
one of the four corners which he sold after ten years to Mr.
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Coughl in  who cont inued  the  g roce ry  bus iness  i n to  t he  20 th  Cen-
tu ry .  Go t t l e ib ’ s  pa ren t s  purchased  100  acres  a ha l f -mi le  sou th
o f  t he  mi s s ion  church  wh ich  l a t e r  became the home o f  Go t t l e ib ,
h i s  w i f e  Magda lene ,  and the i r  th ree  ch i ld ren :  Anna ,  born i n
1874 ;  Ca the r ine  i n  1876 ;  and  John in  1880 .

Anna ,  a s  an adu l t  was  o f  medium he igh t  and  ra the r  s lender  .
Her  ha i r  was  ches tnu t  brown and  i t ’ s  dark so f t  sweep ings ,  w i th
l i gh t  brown eyes ,  and  s l i gh t ly  a rched  eyebrows,  gave  more  prom-
inence  to he r  cream -colored  sk in .  Her forehead was  low and
broad ,  he r  nose  s t r a igh t  and he r  mouth  f i rm  and  sens i t i ve .  The
face  was  no t  a showy one  bu t  i t  pos se s sed  s t rong ind iv idua l i t y
and a cha rac t e r  o f  u t t e r  s e l f l e s snes s .  Aun t  Anna o f  p l ea s ing
face  and  gen t l e  manner was  t ru ly  a l ady .

Unc le  John was of  medium he igh t  and s t a t e ly ,  dark  ha i r
w i th  a sp r ink l ing  o f  g r ey  , brown eyes ,  a nea t l y  t r immed mus t ache
wi th  wh i ske r s  on  each s ide  of h i s  f ace  w i i ch  seemed na tu ra l  to
h i s  ruddy coun tenance .  He had  a tendency  to repeat  h imse l f  bu t
th i s  r e f l ec t ed  h i s  f r anknes s  and ea rnes tnes s .

I t  was  i n  my age  pe r iod ,  n ine  to e l even  yea r s ,  when I had
the  oppor tun i ty  o f  read ing  a few f a rm magaz ines  in wh ich  ce r -
t a in  adve r t i s emen t s  i n t r i gued  me .  I had  my f i r s t  expe r i ences
in  s e l l i ng  Chr i s tmas  ca rds ,  go ld -eyed  need le s  and th imb le s ,
ho ly  p i c tu re s  and subsc r ip t i ons  o f  farm papers  a t  t h i s  t ime .
(No doub t ,  t he se  were  u se fu l  l e s sons  in sa lesmansh ip  t ha t  came
in  good s t ead  a t  a l a t e r  da t e . )  The i ncen t ives  for  these  many
se l l ing  p ro j ec t s  were  p r izes  of  l i t t l e  wor th :  a n icke l -p la  t ed
pocket  wa tch  guaran teed  for  a year bu t  performed for  a much
shor te r  pe r iod ;  a three by  three inch  box  camera w i th  the ne -
ces sa ry  suppl ies  to develop p i c tu re s  bu t  due  to my inexper ience ,
no successful  p i c tu re  was  comple ted ;  and ,  a non-f i l l ing  go ld -
t ipped  foun ta in  pen wh ich  d id  l i t t l e  wr i t ing  bu t  more  so i l i ng
o f  f i nge r s  and  paper .  I t  was  u sua l ly  my unc le  and aun t  who en-
couraged  me to t ry these  s e l l i ng  ven tu re s ,  and in  mos t  in -
s t ances ,  we re  my bes t  c l i en t s .

Wi th  more  freedom in the a f t e rnoon  when Magdalene  was
s l eep ing ,  I had  many oppor tun i t i e s  of f i sh ing  a long  the t r ee -
l i ned  Wabash River  wh ich  bordered the f a rm.  My f i sh ing  equip-
men t  was  a cane  po l e ,  twenty- foot  co rd ,  a cork for  a bobber and
a few f i shhooks .  Because  of t he  th i ck  fo l i age  along the  bank I
wou ld  i nva r i ab ly  be  hooking my c lo thes  o r  t ang le  my l ine  i n  a
t r ee ,  some t imes  los ing t he  ba i t  and  even breaking the cane
po le .  These  were  happy occas ions  and sa t i s fy ing ,  bu t  wor th  t he
e f fo r t  o f  ca t ch ing  no more  than  a few sma l l  f i sh .

On one of  t he se  even t s  d i s t an t  foo t s t eps  were  hea rd  and
crouching down among the  en t ang led  b rush  and peeping over  a
g rea t  ro t t en  t ree  t runk  a l l  g reen  wi th  mold  and b lo t ched  wi th
pink and purple  fung i ,  I l ay  ha l f  - h idden .  No t  a b r anch  creaked
or  a twig snapped o r  any  sound could  be  heard  except t he  s t eps
o f  t he  oncoming s t r ange r .  For a moment he was  hidden bu t  w i th
more snapping of  twigs a s  he  forced  h i s  way through the under -
b rush ,  and holding a long s t r ing  o f  f i sh ,  he  was  out  in the
open ,  on ly  a few s t eps  from me .  He was  a very sma l l  man,  dark
and wea the r - s t a ined ,  indicat ing much outdoor  l i v ing .  His b road
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br immed ha t ,  f r ayed  a t  the  edges  and  so d i s co lo red  a t  the band
tha t  i t  was  ha rd  to say  wha t  the o r ig ina l  co lor  had  been .  Both
o f  u s  seemed to have  spied each  o the r  a t  the s ame  t ime  bu t
speech f a i l ed  momen ta r i l y .  The s t r ange r  was  f i r s t  to s ay ,  "How
is  f i sh ing  today?”  Po in t ing  to h i s  f i sh  he  con t inued ,  ”As you
can see t hey  a r e  b i t i ng . ”  I ,  who had  l e s s  n ibb l e s  than h i s
number of f i sh ,  r ep l i ed .  ”1  have  had  a few b i t e s  bu t  no f i sh .
You mus t  show me how to ca t ch  t hem.”  On fu r the r  inqui ry  I
learned tha t  t he  s t r ange r  was  an  o ld  f i she rman ,  named Depweg ,
who had  r ecen t ly  moved in to  the  v i l l age  and l i ved  in  a temporary
shack on the  r iverbank nea rby .  Wi th  a l l  my ques t i on ing  o f  how
to ca t ch  f i sh  he would no t  g ive  me the  s ec re t s  o f  h i s  success
and  I never l ea rned  whe the r  i t  was  h i s  po l e ,  hook ,  ba i t ,  o r
method  of f i sh ing  tha t  b rought  succes s .  The neighbors  avowed
tha t  he knew exactly how to a t t ach  t he  wr igg ly  worm to t he  hook
and then t r ea t  i t  w i th  a kind of  f i sh  l u r e .  Subsequen t ly ,  I
was  encouraged by  my b ro the r  Norber t  to order  a sma l l  box  o f  so-
ca l l ed ,  ’ ’F i sh - lu re , ”  a s  adve r t i s ed  i n  the  farm pape r ,  t he  cos t
o f  wh ich  was  a d ime ,  bu t  to my d isappoin tment  the  l u r e  was  more
ba i t  fo r  me than for  f i sh .

E lec t r i c i t y  was  unknown on  f a rms  in  Ohio before  1910 .
For l i gh t ing  there  was an  adequa te  supply of coal  o i l  lamps in
every home bu t  t he  chore  of  c lean ing  lamp ch imneys ,  trimming of
wicks ,  and  f i l l i ng  the  bowls ,  occupied  an  hour o f  each day for
the  housewi fe .  The  par lo r  had  i t s  own pa r t i cu l a r ,  doub le -wick
hanging l amp ,  which  had  a deco ra t i ve  g lobe ,  and  cou ld  be r a i s ed
o r  lowered from the  ce i l i ng .  The g l a s s  c rys t a l  pendan t s  su r -
rounding the  g lobe  w i th  t he i r  de l i ca t e  t i ng l e  was  a g r ea t  temp-
t a t i on  for  u s  boys .

I t  was  about  1911  tha t  e l ec t r i c i t y  was  b rough t  i n to  my
fa the r ’ s  home when he  purchased  a home e l ec t r i c -un i t  known a s ,
‘The  Delco Light  P l an t . *  I t  was  a gene ra t i ng  un i t ,  powered by
a sma l l  ga so l ine  mo to r ,  thereby c r ea t i ng  e l ec t r i c i t y  and  s to r -
i ng  i t  i n  a dozen sma l l  s t o r age  ba t t e r i e s ,  s imi l a r  to ou r  au to -
s to rage  ba t t e ry  t oday .  The r e se rve  provided enough e l ec t r i c i t y
fo r  l i gh t s  and o the r  s imp le  e l ec t r i c  appl iances  for  a day  o r
two .  My f a the r  was  t he  f i r s t  one to in t roduce  t h i s  convenience
in  t he  pa r i sh  bu t  pu rchased  on ly ,  a f t e r  seeing the p l an t  ope r -
a t e  in the home of  Mr. Andrew Schwieterman , a t  Cranberry
Pra i r i e ,  who had the  agency in th i s  ru r a l  a r ea .

My f a the r  Pe t e r ,  was  very  c lever  i n  in t roduc ing  a lmos t  im-
poss ib l e  semi-modern conveniences which  were no t  ava i lab le  on
farms in  1910 .  By a s imple  con t r ivance  he had th i s  sma l l  ga so -
l i ne  motor  wh i l e  gene ra t i ng  e l ec t r i c i ty ,  pump wa te r  to a newly -
in s t a l l ed  wa te r  t ank  in  the a t t i c  of  the  house .  The f ami ly ,
now had  in s t an t  running wa te r  d i rec ted  in to  s imple  plumbing
f ix tu re s ;  a washs t and ,  t o i l e t - s too l  and ba th tub .  This was  our
f i r s t  ba th room,  i n s t a l l ed  on  the  f i r s t  f loor  i n  an  e igh t  by
e igh t  c lo se t  wh ich  former ly  was  a c a t ch -a l l  c lo thes  nook .  The
in i t i a l  u se  o f  these conveniences  was  a memorab le  occas ion  fo r
the  f ami ly  for  i t  was  an ou t r i gh t  change from the  Saturday-
n igh t ’ s  temporary tub a f f a i r  and the  e l imina t ion  o f  t he  ou t -
door t o i l e t .  Wi th  r e spec t  to my ear l ie r  exper ience to and f rom
the  ou thouse ,  I do no t  r eca l l  t ha t  i t  ever seemed a ha rdsh ip  to
hus t l e  to t he  d i s t an t  s i x  by s ix  wooden s t ruc tu re  to f u l f i l l
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one ’ s  pe r sona l  needs .  On the l ong ,  na r row,  two-ho le  s ea t  w i th -
in ,  there  was  a lways  a b ig  Sea r s  Fbebuck ca t a logue  for  en t e r -
t a inmen t  and for  a make -be l i eve  pu rchase  o f  we l l  s e l ec t ed
c lo thes .  No doub t ,  the  d i s ag reeab le  co ld  w in t ry  days  and  deep
dr i f t s  of snow one  encoun te red ,  have  long been e r a sed  f rom mem-
ory .

Of g rea t  impor t ance  on  the  f a rm was  f r ee  running wa te r  for
l i ve s tock ,  u sua l ly  supp l i ed  by  a l a rge  wa te r  t ank  a t  the  ba rn .
In  t he  sp r ing  o f  1911 my f a the r  was  i n  need  of  an add i t i ona l
d r i l l ed  we l l ,  ad j acen t  to t he  th ree  ba rns .  What was  needed  a t
t he  t ime  was  a man who cou ld  l oca t e  an underground  wa te r  s t r eam,
a ’Wate r  Wi t ch . ”  An ind iv idua l ,  owning d r i l l i ng  equ ipmen t ,  was
in g rea t  demand in  ru ra l  a r ea s ,  and a f t e r  l e a rn ing  of a we l l
known and r e spec ted  ’w i t ch* ,  f a the r  con t r ac t ed  fo r  a we l l .  Th i s
man ,  wh i l e  on looke r s  o f  adu l t s  and  ch i ld ren  mumbled and  g igg l ed  ,
concen t r a t ed  a forked twig over  va r ious  a reas  and  no ted  i t s  be -
hav io r .  w i th in  a few minu te s ,  a f t e r  moving about  the bu i ld -
ings ,  he found the  twig to bend  suddenly  downward ,  where  upon
he  exc l a imed ,  ’ ’Th i s  i s  t he  place  to d r i l l  t he  we l l . ”  He,  w i th -
ou t  he s i t a t i on  gua ran t eed  my f a the r  t ha t  wa te r  cou ld  be  had
wi th in  20 to 30 f ee t  underground .  Ac tua l ly ,  wa te r  was  loca ted
a t  twenty-four  f ee t  and for more  than  s ix ty  yea r s  an ample  f l ow
has  been ava i l ab l e .

There  appears to be  no t r i cke ry  i nvo lved  no r  i s  i t  a kind
o f  w i t chc ra f t .  Some sc i en t i s t s  c l a im  tha t  i t  is  no t  so much in
the  k ind  of  tool  used  bu t  i t  i s  the  pe r son  who i s  s ens i t i ve  to
d i s tu rbances  i n  t he  ea r th ’ s  magne t i c  f i e ld .  A l though ,  t he
forked  twig was  t he  beg inn ing  of  t h i s  phenomenon ,  a va r i e ty  o f
too l s  a r e  now used  to ca r ry  the  impu l se s  to the  hands  o f  the
a f f ec t ed  ’Wate r  Wi t ch . ’

In t he  absence  of  power except  human e f fo r t ,  t he  w indmi l l
was  the  impor t an t  un i t  t ha t  supp l ied  t he  power to pump wa te r  to
the  f a rm t ank .  A windmi l l  i s  a me ta l  s t ruc tu re ,  bu i l t  30 to 40
fee t  h igh ,  d i r ec t l y  ove r  a we l l  ope ra t ed  by a s imp le  hand  pump.
At  t he  top o f  t h i s  con t r i vance  i s  a l a rge  t en - foo t  s l o t t ed  f an
to be mo t iva t ed  by  a s t i f f  w ind .  The ro t a t i ng  f an  ac t i va t e s
the  pump s imi l a r  to hand  pumping and  forces  t he  wa te r  th rough
the  p ipes  to t he  d i s t an t  t anks .  My f a the r  r ea l i zed  t ha t  for
many weeks  l i t t l e  o r  no b reeze  i s  p resen t  to ope ra t e  t he  w ind -
mi l l ,  he  t he re fo re  r i gged  up a mechan ica l  dev ice  o f  t he  Delco
Uni t  to a r o t a t i ng  sha f t  and  be l t  to pump the  wa te r  to the  barn
tanks  .

Due to the  absence o f  e l ec t r i c i t y  for  power a t  the ba rns
he  purchased a large  s t a t i ona ry  gaso l ine  eng ine  wh ich  w i th  a
s imi l a r  cont r ivance  of  sha f t  and be l t  would pump water  f rom the
newly d r i l l ed  we l l  to the  ba rn  t anks  also, thereby assur ing  an
ample supply o f  wa te r  for  the  an ima l s  a t  a l l  t imes .  Th i s  l a rge
eng ine ,  performed the t a sks  of g r ind ing  co rn ,  oa t s  and rye fo r
an ima l  feed and a l so  ro t a t ed  a th ree - foo t  c i r cu l a r  buzz - saw fo r
cu t t i ng  long t r ee - top  po le s  i n to  convenient  l eng th  f i r ewood .

Before  the i n t roduc t ion  o f  t he  power buzz - saw the  on ly
too l s  ava i l ab l e  for  t he  woodchopper were  the sawbuck (X con-
s t ruc t i on ) ,  the hand-powered bucksaw,  and  the f a i t h fu l  axe .  A
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whole  week  of t h i s  back-breaking work  by  one man would  show a
ve ry  sma l l  p i l e  o f  s t ove  wood,  bu t  now wi th  one day ' s  work  o f
the  powered buzz - saw k ind l ing ,  s t ove -wood /  sp l i t  in  ’the she l t -
e r ed  woodhouse on odd win t e r  days ,  wou ld  provide  the  w in t e r ' s
wood supp ly .

There  had  been an abundance o f  po l e s  for  f i rewood ava i l -
ab l e  f rom the  t r ee - tops  o f  cu t  t imber  on t he  f arm for  t he  con-
s t ruc t i on  o f  t he  la rge  40 x HO fa rm ba rn  which had  been con-
s t ruc t ed  i n  1906 .  The p rev ious  w in t e r ,  for  weeks  and weeks ,
huge  t r ee s  o f  oak ,  h i cko ry ,  beech ,  and  wa lnu t  we re  sawed on the
s tump and skidded by  bobs l ed  to t he  homes tead  for  mi l l i ng  i n to
lumber . Neighbors  who were  i n  need o f  rough lumber  b rough t
the i r  l ogs  t o  t h i s  cen t r a l  po in t  which  were  mi l l ed  a l so  a t  so
much per boa rd - foo t .

Fa the r  con t r ac t ed  w i th  the  owner of  a po r t ab l e  s awmi l l
wh ich  cons i s t ed  o f  a s t eam eng ine ,  log ca r r i age  w i th  t r ack ,  a
f i ve - foo t  c i r cu l a r  saw and  o the r  neces sa ry  sma l l  machinery for
mi l l i ng  lumber  to move h i s  ou t f i t  to ou r  home .  I remember a s  a
boy  tha t  my mothe r  boarded  and  lodged the c r ew  o f  f i ve  men a t
$2 .50  per  week per  man fo r  many weeks  t ha t  w in t e r  un t i l  t he  job
was  comple t ed .  I was  de l ega t ed  to a s s i s t  my mother  and  s i s t e r
wi th  the  de t a i l s  of  se rv ing  the  mea l s  and washing d i shes .  For-
tuna t e ly ,  I was  exempted f rom performing morning and evening
ou tdoor  cho re s ,  thereby avoiding the  d i s ag reeab le  w in t e r  wea-
the r .  Acco rd ing ly ,  when spring a r r i ved  a l l  l ogs  had been  prop-
e r ly  p roces sed  for  the  cons t ruc t ion  of t h i s  huge  barn i n  the
coming summer .

Les t  we fo rge t ,  t he  p re l imina ry  designing fo r  the con-
s t ruc t i on  o f  a huge 40 x BO barn  i s  a complex engineer ing f ea t
fo r  a mas t e r  carpenter  and  mi l l  owner, s i nce  there i s  much sc i -
ence  and  technology needed in  prescr ib ing and des igna t ing  the
va r ious  l eng ths ,  s i z  s ,  and kinds  o f  lumber to be  mi l l ed .  For
th i s  l a rge  ba rn ,  three fo r ty - f ee t  long beams ,  13"  on  the edge
were neces sa ry  to t ie  t he  two e igh ty - f ee t  wa l l s  toge ther  to a s -
su re  suppor t ,  f i rmness  and endurance .  In addi t ion  many o the r
supplementary  suppor ts  were  needed :  twe lve  sho r t  c ro s s - t i e s  o f
20 f ee t  i n  l eng th  having 8"  on t he  edge ,  dozens  and  dozens  of
na i l - t i e s  o f  12 f ee t  long o f  4”  on  t he  edge ,  braces  by t he  hun-
dreds  o f  3x3  of  va r i ed  l eng ths ,  a few hundred r a f t e r s  30 f ee t
long of 3 x 10  i nches ,  and th ree  hundred round t i e -p in s  to be
in se r t ed  a t  j o in t s  to ho ld  beams  and sec t i ons  t oge the r .

Genera l ly  speak ing ,  the f r ame  o f  each o f  the two 80 f ee t
ske l e ton  wa l l s  a r e  f i t t ed  and  pegged  on the g round .  The t i e - i n
o f  t he se  two oppos i t e  wa l l s  i s  a very de l i ca t e  ma t t e r  and  in -
deed an  exper ienced ,  know-how p rocedure .  Wi th  the  a id  o f  two
fo r ty - f ee t ,  perpendicu la r  boom-po le s ,  topped wi th  pu l l ey  i n -
se r t ed  ropes and  powered by ho r se s ,  each ske l e ton  f rame i s
b rough t  into an up r igh t  pos i t i on .  Wi th  the  a id  o f  a dozen men
wi th  long spiked-end po l e s ,  the two wa l l s  a re  g r adua l ly  maneu-
ve red  in to  p l ace ,  t i ed  toge the r  to each o f  the  fo r ty - foo t  c ro s s
beams ,  (14”  on the edge )  and  pegged .

Barn raising i f  observed  once in a l i fe t ime i s  a never-
to -be- forgot ten  a f fa i r  fo r  i t  i s  t ru ly  a community en t e rp r i s e .
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These expe r i ences ,  few and fa r  betwee in t e rva l s ,  w i l l  never be
rea l i zed  o r  ever  encountered in the l i fe t ime o f  my contempor-
a r i e s .

I am ce r t a in  every country boy and g i r l  o f  yes teryear  have
had the de l i gh t s  of experiencing many community co-opera t ive
even t s .  Annual ly ,  there would be  par t ic ipa t ion  i n  the thresh-
ing o f  g r a in  i n  l a t e  summer,  and butchering o f  hogs  in w in t e r .

After  many long days of  work in the summer o f  haul ing ,  and
storing o f  hay in the special horse  bam,  there would be  weeks
o f  cutting whea t ,  oa t s ,  and rye ,  and the necessary curing of  the
g ra in .  Timothy and clover g r a s se s  had to be  ha rves t ed  under a
number of idea l  conditions to be  ef fec t ive ly  preserved and to
be  mos t  nutr i t ious for  an imals .  Ideally one mus t  consider the
prime point o f  maximum sap in the s t ems ,  the drying and curing
in  the f i e ld  within a few hours  to hold a l l  fo l i age ,  the proper
elevat ion of i t  to the rear o f  a f la t -bed hay  wagon by a hay
loade r ,  and storing i t  immediately i n  the  ba rn .  (The packing
of  a well-proportioned load  of hay on a farm wagon i s  an ar t
and technique t ha t  can be  known only by a country man o r  boy . )

The load o f  hay i s  t r ans fe r red  from wagon to the hay mow
in about four to six hay-fork c lumps .  The hay-fork directly
over  the wagon ,  c lu tch ing  in i t s  embrace a half  - ton  of hay ,  i s
pu l l ed  by means of a rope and horse  to the h ighes t  point in the
ba rn ,  and by means  o f  a mechanical dev ice  on the hay- track
above i t  moves  down the  track to the proper place in the hay-
mow. Bye  sma l l  a t t a ched  tr ip-rope i t  w i l l  be  tr ipped by a man
or boy in  the mow who r egu la t e s  the clump to a des i rable  and
prec i se  spo t ,  thereby r educ ing  much e f fo r t  i n  i t s  removal  l a t e r
in the w in t e r .

Fo lks  who have  had no experiences o f  farm l i f e  can never
imagine or  r ea l i ze  the mastermind needed to plan the  harvest ing
of g r a in .  Weather conditions o f  sunshine o r  r a in ,  ha i l ,  and
storms can terminate the harves t  i n  happiness and good l iv ing
o r  in sadness and r e s t r i c t ed  l iving.  The per iod  of  harvest ing
grain  covers many weeks ,  sometimes months)  cut t ing when proper-
ly  matured,  t he  method o f  shocking the sheaves  of each kind of
grain,  the necessary number o f  weeks for f ield cu r ing ,  and the
hauling and storing i n  the huge g ra in  barn.

Happy are the thoughts  of a l l  country children o f  thresh-
ing days,  a l so  hoping tha t  t he  event  w i l l  be  previous to the
opening of  s choo l .  Usua l ly ,  the event  taks p l ace  in Augus t  o r
Septenfoer a f te r  the sheaves of g ra in  i n  the barn have gone
through another  process  o f  ' sweat ing '  ( d ry ing -ou t ) .  the th resh -
ing ou t f i t :  a self-propelled steam eng ine ,  wate r  and wood
wagon,  and the grain separator  i s  owned by one man and operated
by a crew o f  three who move from one farm to another in a de-
s ignated a r ea  until a l l  jobs  are f in i shed .  The farmer inv i t e s
ten o r  more neighbors to help in moving the g ra in  from the  up-
pe r -mos t  sec t ion  of t he  roof -peak down to the ever  -hungry gra in
separa tor ,  loca ted  be tween  towering wa l l s  of  gra in  on  both
s ides .  The rear  of  t h i s  machine w i th  i t s  twnety-foot e longated
b lower ,  extending a few f ee t  beyond the rear of the  bam open-
ing ,  w i l l  disgorge the newly threshed s t raw in to  a s tack which
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when f in i shed  wi l l  be  nea r ly  a s  l a rge  a s  the  barn i t s e l f .  The
t a sk  o f  c rea t ing  a we l l - rounded ,  symmetr ica l ly  shaped s t r aws tack
tha t  w i l l  de fea t  a l l  an t i c s  of  w in t ry  s to rms  and snow i s  an a r t ,
t he  ru l e s  of  wh ich  a r e  known by one  o f  the c r ew .

Sheaves  are p i t ched  in to  t he  f ron t  feeder  o f  the separa-
to r  and the  g ra in  w i l l  be  hammered ou t ,  c l eaned  free o f  cha f f ,
and sacked a t  t he  s ide  f rom two chu te s .  A farm boy of  12  yea r s
can opera te  the  job o f  changing the  s acks  a s  t he  gra in  f lows
ou t  in a s t eady  s t ream and  by  the  f l i p  o f  a l eve r  he can d ive r t
i t  from one  sack to t he  o the r .  TWo o r  three men a r e  des igna t ed
to  car ry  sacks  o f  one  and one -ha l f  bushe l s  o f  whea t  or  rye  o r
two bushe l s  o f  oa t s  to a r a t  and b i rd  proof  g ra in  b in  i n  t he
ba rn .

The ma jo r i t y  o f  f a rmer s  have  a g r a in -b in  for  s t o r age  o f
whea t ,  oa t s ,  ba r l ey  o r  rye  wh ich  can  be  marke t ed  l a t e r  a t  a
h ighe r  p r i ce  o r  consumed by the  f ami ly .  Sacks  are made o f
coa r se ,  co t ton  woven ,  s eamles s  p i l l ow- l ike  t ub ing ,  s t i t ched  a t
t he  bo t tom and  hemmed a t  t he  t op .  Tb be  ce r t a in  t ha t  t he  fa rm-
e r  w i l l  no t  lose  h i s  sacks  when l ea sed  to a neighbor o r  to the
mi l l e r ,  each sack ca r r i e s  i t s  owner ' s  name s t enc i l ed  a t  the
top ,

Pe r iod i ca l l y ,  during the yea r  f a the r  ca r t ed  a load of
sacked g ra in  to the mi l l ,  e i t he r  for  s a l e ,  or  subsequen t ly ,  ex-
changed i t  for  f l ou r .  This  type o f  bar te r ing  of  g ra in  exchange
for  f l ou r  was  the going p rac t i ce  of a l l  succes s fu l  f a rmer s .  Ib
accomodate  the farmer and  c rea t e  good wi l l ,  the mi l l e r  would
s to re  the ba r t e r ed  f lou r  a t  the  mi l l  and make i t  ava i l ab l e  when
needed during the yea r .

I dare s ay  fw  fa rm ch i ld ren  of  today have  seen  a t h r e sh -
ing  ou t f i t  and  l ea s t  o f  a l l  ha s  heard  the huffing and puf f ing
of t he  s t eam engine  a s  i t  l abor ious ly  urged the  compla in ing ,
g run t ing  separa tor  through i t s  repeated d iges t i on  o f  sheaves  of
g ra in .  Tbday ha rves t i ng  i s  done w i th  one  ope ra t i on  of  a mobi le
combine in t he  f i e ld s ,  e l imina t ing  t he  ha rves t  crew,  t he  ne igh-
bo r ly  communi ty ,  and the  abundance of  wholesome coun t ry  cook-
ing .

As  t eenage r s ,  my brother  and  I we re  eager  to be  h i r ed  by
ne ighbors  on th resh ing  day  a t  a do l l a r  per  day ,  no t  fo r  t he
money and soc i ab i l i t y  on ly ,  bu t  more for the food se rved .  I t
was  a f u l l  days  job of  th resh ing  on many f a rms ,  f rom sunup to
sundown.  There was  lunch in  t he  morning about  n ine  and a l so
one a t  four  w i th  d inner  a t  noon and supper a f t e r  da rk .  A num-
be r  of  neighboring wives  would he lp  each househo ld  i n  prepar -
ing sandwiches ,  c akes ,  p i e s ,  e t c .  For  dinner and supper the re
were  l oaves  o f  home-baked b read ,  p l a t t e r s  and p l a t t e r s  o f
chicken and roas t  bee f ,  mounta ins  of mashed po t a toes  w i th  th i ck
na tu ra l  beef  g ravy ,  and d i shes  o f  the f i nes t  garden vege t ab l e s
o f  co rn ,  beans ,  r ipe tomatoes  and s l aw .  In those days there
was  no shor tage  o f  ga l l ons  o f  mi lk  and bu t t e rmi lk ,  and cups  and
cups o f  co f f ee .  The crew men in those  days knew the  need o f
the  ’ l i t t l e  brown jug* for  i t s  importance i n  keeping the head and
throa t  c lear  from the c loud of  dus t  tha t  enc i rc led  the ba rn ,
in s ide  and  ou t .

122



The clay a f t e r  t h r e sh ing  was  housec l ean ing  and the  r eno-
va t ion  o f  a l l  bedrooms by mo the r  and  f ami ly .  There were no
manufactured  ma t t r e s se s  for  a l l  s l ep t  on s t r aw-L icks  and cover -
ed  themselves  w i th  a downy-f  i l l ed  cove r l e t  o f  goose  f ea the r s
o r  a woo len -ba t .  A l l  t he  boys  had the t a sk  of car t ing the
t i r ed -o ld  s t raw ma t t r e s s  o f  broken s t r aw  to t he  barnyard  to be
empt i ed ,  dus t ed ,  cleaned and f i l l ed  w i th  new s t r aw .  The re  was
much ho r sep l ay  by us  upon ou r  r e tu rn  to t he  house  i n  push ing
and pulling the odd - shaped ,  ba l l ooned  t i ck  t h rough  the  door -
ways ,  up t he  s t a i r s  and on to  t he  bed .  Perhaps  the  exc i t emen t
was  even g rea t e r  t ha t  evening in ou r  f i r s t  a t t emp t  o f  sleeping
on  i t .

The next  day a l l  hand - loomed rag ca rpe t s  were  t aken  up
and ca re fu l ly  carried ou t  to be  dus t ed  and a i r ed .  F loo r s  we re
s imu l t aneous ly ,  c l ea red  o f  a l l  cha f f - l i ke  b roken  s t r aw ,  and
thoroughly  sc rubbed  wi th  ho t  soapy wa te r .  Upon the  r enewa l  o f
new straw on  the  f loo r  t he  ca rpe t  was  tacked secure ly  on a l l
s i de s ,  bu t  no t  before  much pu l l i ng  and  s t r a igh t - l i ne  s t r e t ch ing
had  been  exe r t ed .  How p roud  we were  when  f i n i shed  to hear  t he
’ squ i sh ,  squ i sh ’ ,  a s  we  wa lked  ac ros s  i t .  How d i f f e r en t  t oday ,
though ,  pe rhaps ,  more  hea l th fu l  w i th  ready-made manufac tu red
th ings  fo r  t he  home .  Have we  and  ou r  ch i ld r en  l o s t  t he  i ncen -
t i ve  to c r ea t e ,  t he  i ngenu i ty  and  the  oppor tun i ty  t o  carry  ou t
do - i t -you r se l f  t a sks?

The ne ighborhood  bu tche r ing  day  i s  a t h ing  o f  the pas t
fo r  i t  ha s  been  abandoned in  mos t  ru r a l  a r ea s  s ince  the  p rep -
a ra t i on  of  a l l  pork  and bee f  p roduc t s  a r e  p roces sed  and  f rozen
by l a rge  packing p l an t s .  Mea t s  of  a l l  k inds  a r e  de l i ve red  i n
r e f r i ge ra t i on  t rucks  to  t he  f a rm home ,  whe reupon ,  s t o r ed  in  the
deep f reezer  fo r  consumpt ion a t  any  t ime .

A Week in advance  o f  bu t che r ing  day ,  u sua l ly ,  i n  l a t e
December when  the  t empera tu re  wou ld  be abou t  20  to  30 deg rees ,
a ha l f -dozen  ne ighbor s ,  husbands  and  wives ,  wou ld  be  i nv i t ed  to
help  w i th  the  dress ing  of  f rom four  to s ix  hogs ,  a chore  too
ex t ens ive  fo r  one f ami ly  to comple t e  i n  one day .  The dress ing
o f  p ig s  i s  a mu l t i phase  job t ha t  demands  t he  e f fo r t s  o f  a numb-
fa e r  o f  peop le  for  t he  en t i r e  day .

A f i r e  wou ld  be  k ind l ed  unde r  a huge  i ron va t  i n  t he  ba rn -
yard  ea r ly  i n  t he  morn ing  wi th  s eve ra l  l a rge  s tones  r e s t i ng  i n
the  red coa l s ,  wa i t i ng  to be  dropped l a t e r  i n to  the  sca ld ing
wa te r  to keep i t  a t  an  even  t empera tu re .  'The f i r s t  o rde r  o f
even t s  wou ld  be  the  k i l l i ng  of  the  pig w i th  a twen ty - two  r i f l e
( a  t a sk  o f  my b ro the r  Norbe r t ) ,  and immed ia t e ly ,  my f a the r

wou ld  sever  t he  j ugu la r  ve in  whereupon the  c l ea r  red blood
wou ld  be  caugh t  i n  a f l a t  pan ,  mixed wi th  snow o r  i c e  ( t o  d i s -
cou rage  coagu la t i on ) ,  wh ich  when  combined  wi th  head -mea t  wou ld
y ie ld  the nu t r i t i ous  b lood-pudding o f  ye s t e ryea r .

Two o r  more men f rom a r a i s ed  p l a t fo rm wou ld  douse  t he
pig  a ha l f  dozen  t imes  i n to  a nea rby  hogshead  o f  ho t  bo i l ing
wa te r  and wi th  t he  a id  o f  me ta l  s c r ape r ,  r emove  the  ha i r  and
a t  the same t ime  prepare t he  head ,  ea r s ,  l egs  and c l aws  fo r
sausage  p roduc t s .
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The  pig was  now ready  to  be  suspended ,  head  down ,  f rom a
ho r i zon ta l  po l e  l ong  enough to  accomoda te  a l l  p ig s  to  be  bu t ch -
e red  t ha t  day .  Hie above  p roces s  wou ld  be  r epea t ed  un t i l  a l l
t he  g l eaming  wh i t e ,  ' l a rd -hogs ’  were  f i n i shed  and  s t rung  up .
In d re s s ing  t he  ca rca s s ,  a wooden-wh i l  1 l e -  t r ee  wou ld  be  p l aced
be tween  the  h ind - l eg  j o in t s  t o  keep  the  ca rca s s  open fo r  r emov-
ing  the  en t r a i l s ,  hea r t  and  lungs ,  and to  has t en  t he  coo l ing
p roces s  .

I t  i s  r ea l l y  imposs ib l e  to enumera t e  the  dozens  o f  ne -
ces sa ry  de t a i l s  to be  pe r fo rmed  be fo re  a l l  po rk  p roduc t s  a r e
p roces sed .  The head ,  ea r s ,  snout  and  jaws cooked wi th  a cerea l
p roduc t  i s  known a s  headcheese .  The inne r  s of  t he  d isembowled
bod ies  were  me t i cu lous ly  c l eaned  and  used fo r  s ausage  l i n ings .
The hams ,  shoulders ,  and  s ides  a r e  nea t ly  t r immed o f  f a t .  I t ,
when  hea t ed  becomes a l i qu id  and p roduces  ga l l ons  o f  pu re  wh i  t e
l a rd .  The cr isp  r e s idue ,  a f t e r  ex t r ac t i on  known a s  ’ c r ack -
l i ngs '  , i s  a de l icacy  and  a fo rgo t t en  word and an  unknown p ro -
duct  by  a lmos t  a l l  Amer ican  u rban i t e s .

Z\s evening  approached and  the  major bu t che r ing  t a sk  f i n -
i shed ,  t he re  wou ld  be  tubs  of va r ious  s ausages ,  a pan o f
hea r t s ,  o f  l i ve r s  and of  p ig s - f ee t .  The many nea t ly  t r immed
hams ,  shou lde r s ,  backs t r aps  and s ides  wou ld  be  coo l ing  in  t he
n igh t ' s  w in t ry  a i r  i n  an  ad j acen t  l e an - to  o f  the k i t chen .
Af te r  kn ives  and bu*  ch  e r ing  t oo l s  had  been  c l eaned  and so r t ed
according to  ownership ,  eve ryone  was  r eady  fo r  t he  o ld  f a sh -
ioned coun t ry  bu t che r ing  d inne r .  The w ives ,  w i th  g rea t  p r ide ,
p rov ided  mounds  o f  good  coun t ry  bak ings  o f  b r ead  and  cakes ,
vege t ab l e s ,  bu t t e r ,  c r eam and  coffee  and se rved  wi th  mea t  s am-
p le s  o f  a lmos t  every p roduc t  made  from the  po rke r s ,  i nc lud ing
a ha l f -dozen  kind o f  s ausages ,  l i ve r ,  swee tb reads  and b ra in s .
The ch i ld r en  had g rea t  de l i gh t  in eat ing the c r i sp  p ig t a i l s .

Af t e r  doing more  than fu l l  j u s t i ce  to the  mea l ,  d i shes
and p l a t t e r s  f a r  from empty ,  t he  men wou ld  ga the r  a round the
l i v ing room tab le  and en joy  the  u sua l  card game o f  'Euch re" ,
keeping score  w i th  wh i t e  cha lk  mark ings  on each  corner  of  the
t ab l e .

On the  s t roke o f  ten , s i nce  l a s t  minute  n igh t  cho re s  o f
a l l  were  s t i l l  to be  completed a t  t he i r  homes ,  a l l  decided i t
was  t ime to be  on  t he i r  way bu t  no t  un t i l  my pa ren t s  wrapped a
hea r t  o r  a pa r t  o f  a l i ve r ,  and a mess  of  sausage  fo r  each
fami ly .  This  kind of w in t ry  ho l iday  provided the  neces sa ry
brea th ing  spell  for count ry  enjoyment by a l l .  A l l  an t i c ipa t ed
a r epea t ed  per formance  of  ano the r  bu tcher ing  day and good  ea t -
ing when o ther  ne ighbors  wou ld  ca l l  fo r  a s s i s t ance .

The kind and  amount  o f  s ea soned  condiments  u sed  in  the
var ious  po rk  p roduc t s  was  a hand-down r ec ipe  f rom one  gene ra -
t ion  to ano the r ,  wh ich ,  I be l i eve ,  ha s  been lo s t  to t he  p re sen t
gene ra t i on .  The adve r t i s ed  so -ca l l ed  ’ Smoke -mea t  ' p roduc t  i s
a meager  imi t a t i on  o f  t he  pungen t  s ea son ing  app l ied  to hams ,
shou lde r s ,  bacon and sausages  o f  years  pa s t .  The p roces s  o f
smoking mea t  was  a un ique  one  for  a f t e r  weeks  o f  p i ck l ing  t he
mea t  p roduc t s  in  a suga r  and  sa l t  b r ine ,  each was  removed and
suspended by  a mea thook  from an ove rhead  po l e  fo r  t he  smoking

124



p rocess .  Day  and n i gh t ,  f o r  many days  a l l  wou ld  be t ho rough l y
sa tu ra ted  w i t h  smoke f r om h i cko ry  shav ings ,  and  t he rea f t e r
w rapped  and s to red  i n  a d r y  p l ace .

On  many occas ions  when  a t t end ing  New York L i fe  Insurance
Club Conven t i ons  in t he  t h i r t y - yea r  pe r i od ,  we  wou ld  ob ta i n
many o ld - t ime  sa l t  and  smoked hams  and  bacon  i n  upper  Canada ,
whe re  t he  coun t r y  peop le  had  no t  l os t  t he  a r t  o f  t h i s  de lec t -
ab le  t as te -p rocess  o f  mea ts .

Bu t che r i ng  days  reminded  one  o f  t he  app roach ing  ho l i day
season .  No th ing  cha rmed  the  imag ina t i on  o f  ou r  ch i l d ren  to  a
g rea te r  degree t han  t he  s to r y  o f  t he  ho l i day  cus tom o f  t he  o l d
days .  My f avo r i t e  was  t he  Ch r i s tmas  of  1907  when  San tacame in
the  dead  o f  n i gh t  am id  the  ho l l ow  b las t  o f  t he  w in t r y  w ind  as
i t  wh i s t l ed  abou t  t he  w indows  and doo rs .  These sounds mus t
have  choked t hose  of  San ta ’ s  en t r y  and ex i t  in sp i t e  o f  t he
fac t  t ha t  a l l  o f  us  were a l l owed  to s leep  i n  the  d i n i ng room
around  t he  t ab le .  Mo the r  a l lowed t h i s  because o f  t he  ex t reme
co ld  ou t s i de  and  the comfo r t ab le  wa rmth ,  i ns i de ,  around t he
i r on  s tove .  San ta  mus t  have  had  g rea t  h i l a r i t y  in d i s t r i bu t i ng
the  do l l s ,  s ka tes ,  ba l l s ,  g l oves ,  ba t s ,  and capguns inc lud ing
an  abundance  o f  powder paper  caps .  Peanu ts ,  candy ,  and  sma l l
r ag -cove red  s to r ybooks  we re  s tu f f ed  deep l y  in t he  woo len ,
homespun s tock ings  o f  t he  ve ry  young ch i l d ren .  Odd l y  enough ,
San ta  found  h i s  way  i n  and ou t ,  even though  my f a the r  was
v i s i t i ng  my mo the r ' s  b ro the r  John on  t h i s  occas ion .  A t  the
f i r s t  l i gh t  o f  day  t ha t  mo rn ing  we  f ound  t hese  many  g i f t s
abou t  us .

The t eache r  o f  ou r  one - room schoo l  wou ld  no t  be  ou tdone
and  ou t  we ighed  i n  gene ros i t y  by  San ta  for  each  ch i l d  wou ld  be
favo red  w i t h  a sack  o f  ha rd  candy  and  a l a rge  r i pe  o range  on
the  day be fo re  Ch r i s tmas .  Rece iv ing  an o range  a t  the t u rn  o f
t he  cen tu r y  was  an  even t  wh i ch  was  a lways  assoc ia ted  w i t h
Ch r i s tmas .  Somehow, on l y  very  l a rge  o ranges  found  t he i r  way  to
ru ra l  a reas  a t  t he  t ime .  I bge the r  ou r  f am i l y  o f  e i gh t ,  wou ld
p lan  to sha re  an  o range  pe r  day  du r i ng  t he  season ,  t hus  ex tend -
i ng  t he  pe r i od  o f  p l easu re  o f  t h i s  r a re  and mos t  des i r ab le
f r u i t .  No t  su rp r i s i ng l y ,  ch i l d ren  of  t oday  g i ve  l i t t l e  o r  no
though t  to t h i s  c i t r us  p roduc t  s i nce  i t  and o the r  a l l i ed
f ru i t s  a re  a t  an a rm ' s  l eng th  a t  any  t ime  of  the yea r .

In the ma jo r i t y  of f am i l i es ,  a week  or  two be fo re  t he
ho l i day ,  t he  main t op i c  of t ab le  conve rsa t i on  was  t he  Ch r i s t -
mas  t r ee ;  i t s  t ype ,  s i ze ,  and l oca t i on  in t he  woods .  Our farm
woods  about  a ha l f -m i l e  f rom our  home conta ined many  cedars ,
t he  spec ies  o f  wh i ch  had been b rough t  down from the fa r  no r t h
by t he  g l ac i e r  i ce -cap  and depos i t ed  ove r  many square  m i l es  in
sou the rn  Oh io .  They con t inued  to  p ' opoga te ,  reach ing  a he igh t  o f
t en  f ee t  or  mo re  i n  t he  uncu t  f o res t .

Gene ra l l y ,  on Sa tu rday ,  boys of  ne ighbor ing  f am i l i es ,
and  my b ro the r  and  I ,  made the ga la  journey t o  the woods ,
t r udg ing  a l ong  l abo r i ous l y  w i t h  boo t s  and c runch ing  new t r acks
in  t he  deep snow on  a w in t r y -day  i n  mid-December . W i t h i n  a
few m inu tes  we came upon the g ray -co lo red  woods ,  broken up by
s t reaks  o f  sharp-need led  eve rg reens  of  ceda r -  When en te r i ng .
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my b ro the r  and  I headed fo r  the  t r ee  wh ich  we  had  spo t t edweeks
be fo re  i n  t he  summer .

Hol iday  exc i t emen t  and  f r eez ing  t empera tu re  caused  every
s t roke  o f  t he  axe  to s ink  deeper i n to  the  ba rk  o f  t he  des i r a -
b l e  t r ee  and  wi th in  minu te s  i t  was  t i ed  to t he  bed o f  t he  s l ed .
Neighbor ing  boys  had no d i f f i cu l ty  i n  choos ing  the i r s  fo r  many
o the r  ceda r s  were  a l l  abou t  and  soon a l l  we re  homebound .  I t
appea red  t ha t  t he  t r ee  fo r  t h i s  pa r t i cu l a r  year  was  never  more
beau t i fu l  and  i t  seemed to be  much l a rge r  i n  t he  pa r lo r  t han
usua l ,  dea r ly  reaching  the  ce i l i ng  w i th  l i t t l e  space  fo r  t he
huge  s t a r  a t  t he  t i p .

The  day be fo re  Chr i s tmas  was  devo ted  t o  t he  deco ra t i on
o f  t he  t r ee .  The t r ee  o rnamen t s  shaped l i ke  s t a r s ,  o r  ba l l s ,
i cec ream cones ,  ange l s ,  s an t a  c l aus  and an ima l s ,  a l l  covered
wi th  go ld  mesh and me ta l i c ,  g l i t t e r i ng  ma te r i a l s ,  appeared to
be  the  same each yea r  fo r  they  had been s to red  qu i e t l y  away in
the  a t t i c .  There were  a l so  many s t r i ngs  o f  beads  o f  va r ious
co lo r s  and shapes  to be d raped  over  t he  t r ee ,  bu t  t he  deco ra -
t ion  was  never complete  un t i l  s t r i ngs  of popcorn and  c r an -
be r r i e s  c r i s s - c ros sed  f rom s ide  to s ide .  Na tu ra l l y ,  to decor-
a t e  i n  t h i s  f a sh ion ,  mo the r  made a l l  kinds o f  candy and cook-
i e s ,  shaped l i ke  mina tu re  Chr i s tmas  t r ee s ,  s t a r s ,  and an ima l s .
Popcorn ke rne l s  had been popped t he  week be fo re ,  ever  r eady  to
be  s t rung  on  ya rds  o f  wh i t e  t h r ead  wh i l e  some were  formed in
de l i c ious  popcorn ba l l s .  Tiny tw i s t ed  cand les  he ld  by  a so f t
me ta l  ho lde r ,  were  formed to t he  shape  o f  each suppor t ing  tw ig ,
bu t  ca r e fu l ly  p laced  a t  random so t ha t  a l l  l i gh t ed  w icks  would
c rea t e  no f i r e  haza rd .  The  me ta l  ho lde r  was  enc i r c l ed  w i th
fe s toons  o f  go ld  and  s i l ve r  paper meda l l i ons  wh i l e  o the r  t r ee
b rances  to comple t e  the  deco ra t i on ,  g l i t t e r ed  w i th  hanging min -
a tu re  ho ly  p i c tu re s .

In the  semi  -dawn of Chr i s tmas  morning s tood  the  deco r -
a t ed  t r ee  a l l  ag low wi th  t he  l i gh t ed  cand le s ,  caus ing  t i n se l
and  b r igh t  me ta l i c  ob j ec t s  to spa rk l e  l ike  t i ny  s t a r s  i n  the
ea r ly  morn ing  sky .  The ha l f  - l i t  room took on a we i rd  sh im-
mer ing  g low,  ca s t i ng  eve rywhere  shadows  o f  many make -be l i eve
ob jec t s  in t h i s  l and  o f  f a i r i e s .  Nearby on  the  wa lnu t  s t and ,
draped wi th  a wh i t e  cove r ing ,  s tood  the  l i gh t ed  s t ab l e  w i th
Mary,  . Joseph,  t he  donkey ,  ox ,  and  a few shepherds  ador ing  t he
Chr i s t  Ch i ld  i n  t he  homemade c r ib .  Approaching  f rom a l l  d i r -
ec t i ons  were  o the r  shephe rds ,  sheep ,  and  dogs  on  the i r  way  to
g ree t  the Newborn King .  Th i s  p i c tu re  w i th  many g i f t s  f o r  a l l
on  the  f loo r  around and abou t  made the  many s to r i e s  of  Chr i s t -
mas Pas t .

Chr i s tmas  s e rv i ce s  a t  t he  chu rch  were ex t r eme ly  tender
and  insp i r ing  for there was  a tone o f  solemn and  sac red  f ee l -
ing i n  t h i s  l i t t l e  v i l l age  s ince  t he  r e l i g ious  s e rv i ce  was
he ld  a t  f ive  o ’c lock  on Chr i s tmas  morn ing .  Gene ra l l y ,  i t
wou ld  be a b r igh t  moon l igh t  morn ing ,  ex t remely  co ld ,  and the
crunching  s t eps  through the  wh i t e  f rozen  snow procla imed mid -
win t e r  t empera tu re .  The crowing o f  cocks  in the  d i s t ance  ap -
peared to be  t e l l i ng  o f  t he  approaching sac red  f e s t i va l  wh i l e
the  bobs l eds ,  f i l l ed  w i th  eager  ruddy-faced f ami l i e s  o f  young
and  o ld ,  b l anke t ed  under  and  ove r ,  and fee t  warmly  boo ted ,
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whi r l ed  r ap id ly  over  t he  f rozen  g round .

One cou ld  hear  the shou t s ,  ' Nterry Chr i s tmas , ’  amid the
t i ng l ing  o f  s l e igh  be l l s  and  the  c l a t t e r  of  ho r se s*  hoo f s  a s
a l l  approached the  chu rch .  Our f ami ly ,  l i v ing  bu t  a few hun-
dred yards  from the  chu rch ,  walked  the  shor t  d i s t ance  i n  a few
minu te s .  Repea t ed ly ,  my mind reviews the beau t i e s  o f  t he se
morning wa lks  on Chr i s tmas  morning wi th  the  da rk  church  spire
in  s t rong re l i e f  seen through the naked brances  o f  the  t r ee s
tha t  l ined  the road .  The church lawn and cemete ry  was  some-
t imes  shee t ed  w i th  a covering of snow and i ce ,  wh ich ,  he re  and
the re ,  sparkled a s  the moonbeams caugh t  the  f ro s ty  c rys t a l s .

On two occas ions ,  a f t e r  many weeks  o f  r epea ted  singing
exe rc i s e s  of a des igna ted  ca ro l ,  I was pr iv i leged to take  a
p l ace  i n  the cho i r - l o f t  a s  a so lo i s t  to sing th ree  ve r se s  o f
’Ades t e  F ide l i s , ’  w i th  t he  adu l t  choir  w i th  t he  resounding organ
complet ing the r e f r a in .  Immedia te ly ,  the  solemn High Miss be -
gan  wi th  a special  homi ly  on the beau t i fu l  s to ry  of  the b i r t h
o f  t he  Chr i s t  Ch i ld .

Another  Chr i s tmas  happening which I da re  no t  neg l ec t  to
r e l a t e ,  1908 ,  fo r  i t  was  t ru ly  one o f  the mos t  impor tan t  even t s
in  my l i f e  in shaping my ea r ly  mus ica l  deve lopmen t .  A few
weeks  before  t he  ho l idays  a ma i l -o rde r  for a par lor  o rgan  had
been sen t  to Sears  Roebuck by my pa ren t s  w i th  a no t e  of  expec-
t a t i on  of  i t s  a r r i va l  be fore  Chr i s tmas .  The o rgan ,  p ro t ec t ed
and  enc losed  in  a s t rong ,  wooden box ,  was  sh ipped  by r a i l road
f r e igh t  to t he  F t .  Recovery Depo t ,  f i ve  mi l e s  f rom home,  wh ich
a r r ived  wi th in  t he  a l l o t t ed  t ime .  Wi th  t he  a id  o f  Uncle  John ,
my f a the r  was  ab l e  to t r anspo r t  i t  to ou r  home on the  l a rge
fa rm wagon .  There was  much exc i tement  a f t e r  s choo l  hours  t he
day  i t  a r r i ved  for  t he  loca l  t e ache r  had been a sked  to he lp  un -
pack i t  and t e s t  i t  for i t s  qua l i t y  which he found very p ra i s e -
wor thy .

The pa r lo r  a s sumed  a new look o f  g r ea t e r  beau ty  and e l e -
gance  s ince  the  organ enhanced the charm and a t t r ac t i on  to t he
th ick  and lu sh  b russe l -ca rpe t  and a l so  to the semi-over  s tuff  ed
se t t ee  w i th  four matching cha i r s  and round wa lnu t  t ab le  which
had been purchased f rom Sea r s  Roebuck the year  be fo re .  These
acces so r i e s  conver ted  our home to a Par i sh  cen te r  o f  ne ighbor-
hood ga the r ings  of s i ng - f e s t s ,  and genera l  amusement  the year
round .

The s too l  t ha t  came wi th  the organ had a round revo lv ing
sea t  which provided a mara thon game o f  dizzy endurance for  u s
boys  un t i l  mother  ca l l ed  a ha l t  to i t .  She a l lowed me to remain
bu t  asking one r equ i r emen t ,  t ha t  I be prepared to play one
Chr i s tmas  hymn for  Chr i s tmas  day .  In a few days I was prepared
and demons t r a t ed  the man ipu la t i on  o f  keys  of two Chr i s tmas
hymns which  I had memor ized  f rom songs  in s choo l .  By t r i a l  and
e r ro r ,  h i t  o r  mi s s ,  I accompanied the  f ami ly ’ s  singing tha t
Chr i s tmas  even ing .  Inc red ib ly ,  I p layed  the hymns on b l ack
keys  which wou ld  represent  the melody  in a key ,  e i t he r  one o f
many sharps o r  of  f l a t s .  For a beginner i n  no t e  r ead ing ,
sharps  and f l a t s  a re  a bug -bear  bu t  i n  my case ,  having no mus i -
ca l  knowledge,  the  b l ack  keys  were  s ign -pos t s ,  r ead i ly
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r ecogn izab l e ,  f o r  change o f  p i t ch  f rom one in t e rva l  to ano the r .

A s imple  i n s t ruc t i on  book had  been fu rn i shed  wi th  the
o rgan  and  wi th  the a id  of  i t  I learned to r ead  no t e s  and p l ay
a few s imp le  tunes the next year  .

In a s ense  th i s  per iod  was  a m i l e s tone  in my mus i ca l  and
teaching career  for i t  was  a commitment  to my l i f e ’ s  work .
There was  no shee t  mus ic  per  s e ,  on ly  p r in t ed  shee t s  o f  words
in Eng l i sh  and German ,  the tunes  of  which  were handed down f rom
one  gene ra t i on  to ano the r .  Other  t unes  I had hea rd  on  cy l inder
records  of  t he  ea r ly  ’Morn ing -g lo ry ’  Edison Phonograph and wi th
a l im i t ed  knowledge o f  no t e  r ead ing ,  the a id  o f  my f a the r  who
repea t ed ly  sang me lod ie s ,  and  wi th  the faking o f  ba se -cho rds ,
I was  ab l e  to p re sen t  a r ea sonab le  accompaniment  to many songs .

The new t eache r ,  Mr. Dah l inghaus ,  t augh t  me the  funda-
men ta l s  o f  co r r ec t  no t e  p l ay ing ,  t he  l a s t  t h ree  yea r s  in my
e lemen ta ry  s choo l ,  wh ich  prepared me to en ro l l  i n  the  course
of p i ano  and organ  a t  S t .  Joseph Academy in 1911 .

School  day  memories  va ry  because  o f  c i r cums tances ,  pe r -
sona l i t i e s ,  age ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  and env i ronment  o f  t he  e r a .  My
school  expe r i ences ,  a cco rd ing ly ,  cou ld  be  d iv ided  in to  two
pe r iods ,  ma in ly  due  to the  d i f f e r ences  i n  the  pe r sona l i t y  and
e f f i c i ency  o f  my two t eache r s .  I t  i s  t rue  t ha t  a change  in
age ,  phys i ca l  and men ta l  deve lopmen t ,  and envi ronment  of  a
newly cons t ruc ted  schoo l  cannot  be  overlooked in  t h i s  eva lua -
tion .

The t eache r ,  Mr .  Dah l inghaus ,  a s  compared to my former
one  had had more formal  teaching t ra ining and educa t ion ,  was
younger in years  and had the ab i l i ty  to c r ea t e  a t h i r s t  beyond
book knowledge in  the pupi l  t ha t  kindled the des i r e  to a ch i eve .
Apparen t ly ,  he mus t  have  recognized my l a t en t  t a l en t  and my de-
s i r e  for knowledge and in t e r e s t  in school  work  for  he urged  my
pa ren t s  to co-operate in t h i s  deve lopmen t .  Th i s ,  t hey  fu l l y
ca r r i ed  ou t  by  having me a t t end  eve ry  day .  Absent  days f rom
school  was t he  l o t  of many o lde r  boys  and g i r l s  because  o f  the
heavy  spring and  f a l l  work on the f a rm,  bu t  w i th  the  e f fo r t s
o f  my pa ren t s  I had  a t h r ee -yea r  record  of  no absence ,  t hus
af ford ing  my t eache r  t he  ab i l i t y  to prepare  me for  a succes s -
fu l  comple t ion  o f  my e igh t  years  of  e l ementa ry  educa t ion .

The complet ion o f  t he  e l emen ta ry  g rades  i n  Ohio  was
based ,  so l e ly ,  on the e l i g ib i l i t y  o f  t he  pup i l  i n  pa s s ing  t he
Boxwel l  Examina t ion ,  succes s fu l ly ,  which  was  admin is te red  by
the  Of f i ce  o f  the S t a t e  Educa t iona l  Sys t em in Columbus .  I t
was  a t e s t  o f  t he  cand ida t e ’ s  knowledge o f  a r i t hme t i c ,  geo -
g raphy ,  h i s to ry ,  o r thog raphy ,  and sk i l l s  i n  r ead ing  and
wr i t i ng .  Advanced e l emen ta ry  pup i l s  i n  the  coun ty ,  who upon
recommendat ion  of  t he  t eache r ,  assembled  the f i r s t  week  o f  June
fo r  the  t e s t .  In t he  l i gh t  of  hav ing  had  pe r sona l  t u to r ing ,
my teacher  was  conf iden t  of  my ab i l i t y  to pas s  the t e s t  i n
1911 ,  and upon th i s  accompl ishment  I was now e l i g ib l e  to a t -
tend any h igh  school  i n  Oh io ,  t u i t i on  f r ee .

Af t e r  much consu l t a t i on  w i th  my pa ren t s ,  the  pa r i sh
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pr i e s t ,  and  the t eache r ,  i t  was  decided tha t  I a t t end  the  h igh
school academy a t  Rense l ae r ,  I nd i ana .  There was  no doubt i n
my mind tha t  my goa l  i n  l i f e  was  a teaching  ca ree r  and  to pe r -
form sk i l fu l l y  on the  p i ano  and p ipeo rgan .

S t .  Jo seph ’ s  Co l l ege ,  an academy o f  four  yea r s  of  h igh
school  and two o f  co l l ege ,  under the supervis ion of  t he  Soc ie ty
of t he  Precious B lood ,  p repared  boys  en ter ing  prepara tory  sem-
inary  for the p r i e s thood .  But  in add i t i on ,  i t  a l so  of fered  a
four year  course for  young men in t e r e s t ed  i n  a teaching career
and  a th ree-year  commercial  cou r se  fo r  t hose  i n t e r e s t ed  i n
bus ines s .  In acquiring an  educa t ion  beyond the e l emen ta ry
leve l  much c r ed i t  mus t  be  g iven  to my t eache r ,  Mr.  Dah l inghaus
who had  been a g r adua t e  in 1908 o f  t he  t eache r ’ s  course  a t  S t .
Jo seph .  He pa in ted  a mos t  s ingu la r  p i c tu re  of  the schoo l ;  i t s
env i ronmen t ,  t he  four -year  t e ache r ’ s  cu r r i cu lum,  and the  mus i c
depa r tmen t .  I had  the oppor tun i ty  to acknowledge my indebted-
nes s  to t h i s  teacher  i n  1967 ,  50 years  l a t e r ,  aff i rming the
inf luence  he had had on my l i f e ’ s  ca r ee r .  Conceding c red i t  to
my t eacher  in a t t a in ing  a h igh  schoo l  educa t ion ,  I mus t  r ecog -
n i ze  my two unc l e s ,  John and  Rev .  Wi l l i am Lennar t z  who sparked
my imag ina t ion  to reach  the  academic  p l a t eau  o f  Doc tor  of
Ph i lo sophy .

Preparing my wardrobe  fo r  a yea r ' s  l i v ing  a t  the  schoo l
was  a cho re  bu t  a l so  an enjoyment  and a new experience for  me
and the  f ami ly .  This  even t  focused  the  a t t en t ion  upon the
f i r s t  member to break f ami ly  t i e s  i n  leaving home and begin an
educa t iona l  ca r ee r .

Fo r tuna t e ly ,  the s choo l  provided a sma l l  c a t a logue  wh ich
ind ica t ed  t he  necessary  wear ing  apparel  under the head ing ,
’Ar t i c l e s  to be  Needed .*  S ix  wh i t e  handkerch ie f s ,  s ix pa i r s
of  b l ack  socks ,  th ree  s e t s  of  underwear ,  four wh i t e  sh i r t s  and
t i e s ,  s i x  t owe l s ,  two n igh t sh i r t s ,  ba throbe  and swea te r  w i th
name t ags ,  two complete  d re s s  su i t s ,  two ex t ra  pan t s ,  two pa i r s
of  shoes ,  c ap ,  soap ,  comb, b rush ,  t oo thpas t e  and  b rush .

The purchase of  a t runk and  shopping wi th  f a the r  and
mother  was  an al l  day  a f f a i r  a t  the Zenz s to re .  React ion to
a l l  of these  purchases  was  my f a the r  who chimed in  f r equen t ly ,
”1  don ’ t  know wha t  he w i l l  do w i th  a l l  o f  these  t h ings .  He
d idn ’ t  need them a t  home and I s ee  no reason for  a l l  of them
now.”  Mother  would answer  i n  her  sweet  unde r tone ,  ”He i s  going
to co l l ege ,  the  o the r  boys  w i l l  have  these  a r t i c l e s ,  he w i l l
need  them and we mus t  be  proud of  h im .”  Before the day was
ove r  the  trunk was f i l l ed  w i th  t he  neces s i t i e s .  I t  i s  sa fe  to
assume tha t  the  whe re ,  when ,  and how in  the  u se  and  the wea r -
ing o f  t he  a r t i c l e s  were  no t  a s  g r ea t  a cha l l enge  for me a s
the  dec l ens ions  of La t in  and Greek a few months  l a t e r .

The summer months  pas sed  qu i ck ly ,  and the  go ing-away
t ime  per iod  appeared l e s s  than in s t an t aneous .  Subsequen t ly ,
my departure  f rom home,  avoided the f a l l  work  of the d i s t a s t e -
fu l  cu t t i ng  and shocking of  co rn .  These  t hough t s  c rea ted  i n
my mind  p l ea san t  an t i c ipa t i ons ,  ye t ,  ques t i onab le  i nqu i r i e s  of
leav ing  home and  fu tu re  ac t i v i t i e s  ba f f l ed  me .  The day  p re -
ceding my go ing -away ,  September  6 ,  1911 ,  mother  a r r anged ,
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method ica l l y :  ove rcoa t ,  su i t ,  heavy  woo len  unde rwea r ,  and
socks  in the  bo t tom of t he  t runk  to provide  some p ro t ec t i on
aga ins t  b r eakage  o f  a ha l f -dozen  g l a s s  j a r s  o f  home-canned
f ru i t s ,  t ruly a mark  o f  Mother  l ove .  Finding the  lower  s ec t i on
o f  t he  t runk t i gh t ly  packed ,  we a s sembled  the  sma l l e r  a r t i c l e s
o f  apparel  i n  t he  top s ec t i on ,  t hus  a l lowing  a conven ien t  a r -
r angemen t  o f  pe r sona l  e f f ec t s ,  a s  cap ,  s ca r f ,  t i e s ,  a f ew  books
inc lud ing  a d i c t i ona ry ,  no t e  and  wr i t i ng  pape r ,  a bo t t l e  o f  i nk
and  pens ,  ( foun ta in  pens  were  unknown) ,  penc i l s ,  kn i ck -knacks ,
and  p i c tu re s  cf  f ami ly  member s .

Af t e r  many  t ea r s  and  good-byes  and  wi th  wh i spe red  a f f ec -
t i ona t e  words  f rom mothe r ,  f a the r  and  I ,  w i th  t he  t runk  roped
on  the  rea r  of  the  buggy  we s t a r t ed  the half  - hou r  t r i p  to t he
ra i l road  s t a t i on  i n  F t .  Recove ry ,  a r r i v ing  there  an  hou r  be -
fo re  t r a in  depa r tu re .  Hav ing  l ea rned  p rev ious ly  o f  a young man
f rom the  pa r i sh ,  Leo Himmelgarn ,  s i x  yea r s  my sen io r ,  a husky
s ix - foo t e r ,  would  be  r e tu rn ing  to  the s choo l  fo r  h i s  fou r th
yea r ,  I was  eage r  to see  him s ince  he  had had  th ree  yea r s  a t
t he  s choo l .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,  he  a r r ived  a t  t he  depot  ea r l i e r ,  and
to my surpr ise  the re  were  a f ew boys  o f  my age  w i th  h im .  They

were  f rom sur round ing  pa r i shes  and  a f t e r  having  spent  a year i n
the  preparatory nov i t i a t e  a t  Burke t t sv i l l e ,  ( a  year  of  t r i a l  in
the  rou t ine  o f  p r aye r ,  contempla t ion  a s  a r e l i g ious ,  and qua l -
ifying for h igh  schoo l  cou r se s ) ,  were  on thei r  way  to the  same
academy in p rpa ra t i on  for the  p r i e s thood .  Joy r ep l aced  sad -
nes s  when seeing these  comrades ,  t hus  replac ing  a chee r fu l
countenance  o f  mine t ha t  had  been carrying waves  of g loom.
Fa the r ’ s  encouraging conve r sa t ion  on the  way canno t  be  d i s -
counted  in  t h i s  t r ans fo rma t ion .

A two-hour r ide  by  t ra in  wes t  from F t .  Recovery ove r  the
Lake Erie  and Wes te rn  Rai l road  b rough t  u s  to F rank fo r t ,  Ind i -
ana ,  80  mi l e s  away .  A s ix -b lock  wa lk  w i th  a much too heavy
su i t ca se  fo r  my s i ze  brought  a ha l t  a t  the end of  the  f i r s t
b lock .  Being accompanied  by Leo ,  who upon seeing my p red i c -
amen t ,  gave  me innumerable  a s s i s t s  i n  t he  nex t  f i ve  b locks .  I t
was  he  who had a s su red  my f a the r  upon l eave - t ak ing  tha t  he
would  be  a big b ro the r  to me .  Th i s ,  he  performed wi th  en thus -
i a sm and  e f f ec t i venes s  th roughou t  the  yea r  on many occas ions .
I t  was  he  who- i n t roduced  me to  the  s tuden t  body a s  "Smi l e s , ' ”  a
desc r ip t i ve  name tha t  r ema ined  wi th  me th roughou t  my s t ay  a t
S t .  Jo sephs .

With in  an hour we  were  on our  way  to  t he  town o f  Rense-
l ae r ,  a r r iv ing  there  a t  3 :30  P .M.  , on  the  Monon Ra i l road .  Ihe
schoo l  having an t i c ipa t ed  the  a r r i va l  o f  many s tuden t s  f rom
Ohio and eas te rn  Indiana de l ega t ed  a farm-hand ( t he  academy
was  located on a s ix-hundred ac re  f a rm) ,  to t r anspo r t  ou r  hand
cases on  the farm wagon to the  s choo l ,  two mi l e s  away .  The
trunks were to a r r ive  the  nex t  day .  The reader  mus t  be mind-
fu l  t ha t  w i th  ]00  o r  more s tuden t s  arr iving t ha t  day each had
to be  a s s igned  a c lo thes  and a washroom locke r ,  a bed for  t he
n igh t ,  and o the r  i n s t ruc t i ons  of the  morning rou t ine .  The
nearer  one approached the  evening the  g rea te r  was  the  degree  of
f rus t r a t ion  o f  t he  nov ice ,  and I was  no excep t ion .  However,
drawing s t r eng th  and r ea s su rance  a f t e r  doing ju s t i ce  to a
wholesome supper o f  fa rm v i c tua l s ,  prepared by the  nuns ,  I had ,
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odd ly  enough,  a su rp r i s ing ly  p l ea san t  even ing .  P r i e s t s  whom I
had me t  a t  my pa r i sh  church  in pas t  yea r s  a s  t he i r  mass  s e rve r ,
now t eache r s  a t  the academy ,  ex tended  a ch rrfvl  and  comfor t i ng
we lcome .  Ib my su rp r i s e  1 me t  two school  chums from my pa r i sh
who were  prepar ing for  t he  p r i e s thood ,  Aloys and  Andrew
Brunswick .

Inev i t ab ly ,  a peace fu l  and  fu l l -n igh t ’ s  s l eep  developed
a chee r fu l  composure  w i th  an ever - ready  smi l e  t he  nex t  morn -
ing .  In sp i t e  o f  t he  f ac t  t ha t  a t  6 :30  A .M. ,  Bro the r  Cobb
passed  up and  down the  do rmi to ry ,  swing ing  a heavy  sounding
hand-be l l ,  I loca ted  t he  washroom and was  decen t ly  a t t i r ed  fo r
Chape l  a t  7 :30 .  A t  8 :00 ,  end  o f  t he  mass ,  a l l  f i l ed  s ing l e
f i l e  to t he  r e f ec to ry  for  b r eak fa s t .

I t  was  a t  t h i s  meal  t ha t  t he  P re fec t  (D i sc ip l i na r i an ) ,
gave  fu r the r  i n s t ruc t i ons  w i th  r ega rd  to t he  da i l y  rou t ine  o f
the  s choo l ;  t he  be l l  o f  Bro the r  Cobb wou ld  be  hea rd  a t  6 :30 ,
p rov id ing  ample  t ime  fo r  pe r sona l  a t t en t ion ,  be  nea t ly  d re s sed
in  chapel  fo r  Mass a t  7 :00 ;  and be  p re sen t  a t  b r eak fa s t  a t
7 :30 .  Fu r the rmore ,  a de s igna t ed  p l ace  fo r  each  wou ld  be a s -
s igned  in the  chape l  and  in  the d in ing room,  the  ro s t e r  of
wh ich  would  be pos ted  on the  bu l l e t i n  boa rd .  Da i ly ,  there
would be a sho r t  r ec rea t ion  pe r iod  to 8 :20  when r egu la r  r ec i -
t a t i ons  i n  des igna ted  c l a s s rooms  were  to beg in .  A l l  c l a s se s

would  be o f  50 minu tes  du ra t i on  w i th  5 minu te  i n t e rva l s  fo r
change  of c l a s s  sh i f t ,  t hus  a l l owing  four  c l a s se s  or  s tudy
periods  before  noon .  Af t e r  d inner  t he re  wou ld  be  c l a s se s  o r
s tudy  per iods  f rom 1 :30  to 3 :00  P .M.  w i th  fu l l  r ec r ea t i on  to
5 :00  and s tudy ,  t he rea f t e r  to 6 :00 .  Supper a t  6 :30  w i th  a
sho r t  free pe r iod  to 7 ;  30 and an  hour  of s t udy  to 9 :30 ,  and
a l l  to be  i n  the  dormi to ry  a t  C ;00  P .M.

The p re f ec t ,  very  warm and  pe r sona l ,  we lcomed the  s tu -
den t  body  and  urged the  o lde r  s t uden t s  to a id  t he  f reshmen in
acqu i r ing  a knowledge o f  the  schoo l  g rounds  and ac t i v i t i e s .
He des igna t ed  t he  f i r s t  day  a s  a f r ee  day  for  a l l ,  a l lowing
each to unpack  the  t runk  wi th  t he  p r iv i l ege  of  v i s i t i ng  the
town in  the  a f t e rnoon  bu t  to r e tu rn  for  supper a t  6 ;  30 .  Fu r -
the rmore ,  t he  a f t e rnoon  o f  each f i r s t  Wednesday o f  t he  month
wou ld  be the  on ly  town day ,  w i th  a l l  Wednesday and Sa tu rday
a f t e rnoons  free from a l l  c l a s se s  and  s tudy  pe r iods .

In a r r ang ing  my sub jec t s  fo r  the  yea r  t he  Dean of t he
t eache r ’ s  cou r se ,  Rev .  Hugo Lea r ,  adv i sed  me to inc lude  Greek
for one yea r ,  La t in  and Sc i ence  for  two yea r s  and  four  yea r s
o f  German ,  Eng l i sh ,  H i s to ry  and  Ma thema t i c s  w i th  two courses
in  t each ing  me thods .  Ac tua l ly ,  my work  was  a dup l i ca t i on  of
tha t  o f  t he  s emina r i ans  w i th  the  two add i t i ona l  courses  i n
me thods  o f  teaching and  o f  mus i c .

One migh t  say t ha t  one p rac t i ca l  d i f f i cu l ty  involved in
each  f reshman c l a s s  a t  the  beginning o f  each yea r  was  the  i r -
r egu la r  and imper fec t  p r epa ra t i on  of many s tuden t s  who had
va r i ed  degrees  o f  ab i l i t y ,  i n t e r e s t s  and d i s c ip l i ne ,  and  the re -
fo re  were en ro l l ed  in d i f f e r en t  c l a s s  s ec t i ons .  As a r e su l t
s t uden t s  i n  La t in ,  Eng l i sh  and  Math were  u sua l ly  divided in to
two sec t i ons .  Happ i ly ,  I qua l i f i ed  for Sect ion  ’A’ ,  and  my
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as soc i a t e s  we re  s emina r i ans  who had  had  nov i t i a t e  t r a in ing  and
were  we l l  p repared  a t  t he  h igh  s choo l  l eve l .  These  young men
a re  now p r i e s t s  of  many yea r s ,  r ega rd ing  them as  t ru ly  ded i ca -
ted  men o f  t he  chu rch ,  and  a r e  my mos t  che r i shed  f r i ends  t oday .
Among them I am proud to acknowledge  fo r  ou t s t and ing  serv ices
in  t he  chu rch :  B ishop  Pu r s l ey ,  Monsignor  Wal t z ,  Pe t ig r ew ,
Kuhn. Brunswicks  and  Koen ig ,  and o the r s  t ha t  I g r ea t l y  admi re .

Inev i t ab ly ,  w i th  a s t uden t  body of c ro s s - sec t i ona l  f l avo r
one  would f i nd  boys  w i th  home behav ior  p rob lems ,  t he  pa ren t s  of
wh ich ,  hope fu l ly ,  des i red  these  t o  be  so lved  a t  t h i s  p r iva t e
schoo l .  The major  v io l a t i ons  a t  the school  (unau tho r i zed  town
v i s i t s ) ,  wou ld  mean expu l s ion  wh i l e  minor  i n f r i ngemen t s  would
cause  a demer i t ,  i nc lud ing  wa lks  on  many weary Wednesday and
Sa tu rday  a f t e rnoons  in f ron t  o f  t he  Admin i s t r a ton  Building o r
the  wr i t i ng  o f  a f gw hundred pages  of  h i s to ry .

The schoo l  year  was  d iv ided  in to  two t e rms  wi th  a two-
week vaca t ion  a t  Chr i s tmas  and one  week  a t  Eas t e r .  My home
be ing  200 mi l e s  to t he  Eas t  gave  me s ix  mon ths  o f  s tudy  f rom
Chr i s tmas  t o  t he  end  of  the yea r .  Yes , I remained a t  the school
dur ing  the Eas t e r  vaca t ion .  I t  wou ld  be  na tu ra l  fo r  a boy of
14  to have days  o f  longing  for  home and f ami ly  t he  f i r s t  yea r ,
t hus  a l e t t e r  i n  my pa r t i cu l a r  p igeonho le  was  a welcome gues t .
In sp i t e  o f  homes ickness  a t  t imes  a busy  da i ly  work s chedu le ,
and  spor t  a c t i v i t i e s  were  my bes t  suppor t s  i n  earning a go ld -
p l a t ed  bu t ton  i n  ma th  and in  mus i c  a t  t he  c lo se  o f  the  f i r s t
yea r .  Ma thema t i c s ,  i nc lud ing  an i n t r i ca t e  course  i n  men ta l
a r i t hme t i c  were  my des se r t s  fo r  I became very p ro f i c i en t  i n
ma thema t i ca l  man ipu la t i on  unde r  the d i r ec t i on  of Fa the r  Wagner
who had  r ece ived  h i s  Doc to ra t e  a t  the  Ca tho l i c  Un ive r s i t y  t he
yea r  p r ev ious .  He chose  me a s  h i s  a s s i s t an t  the second and
th i rd  yea r  i n  tu to r ing  s tuden t s  w i th  ma th  d i f f i cu l t i e s .  A go ld
medal  was  awarded  to  the  bes t  s t uden t  a t  t he  comple t ion  o f  a
pa r t i cu l a r  cou r se ,  accord ing ly ,  upon h i s  r ecommenda t ion ,  I was
in  possess ion  o f  a des i rab le  medal  a t  t he  end o f  the t h i rd
year .

I n t r amura l  spo r t s  were  no t  neg l ec t ed  a t  S t .  Jo seph ’ s  fo r
many baseba l l  and baske tba l l  c l a s s  teams competed for  t he  honor
o f  being ’Champs’  for the yea r .  In my f i r s t  year I was  a r eg -
u l a r  on  the Midge t  ba ske tba l l  and  baseba l l  t e ams .  The team was
known a s  jun io r s  i n  my second year  bu t  in the t h i rd  year  ba s -
ke tba l l  t ou rnamen t ,  Mat Lause  of Day ton ,  myself  and three o the r
boys were  ’Champs '  for the yea r ,  the  p ic tu re  of the team i s  on
d i sp l ay  in t he  Gym, a spo t  re fe r red  to by my three sons who
a t t ended  S t .  Jo seph ’ s  many yea r s  l a t e r .

Re tu rn ing  to school t he  second yea r  in Sep tember ,  I met
two o the r  t een-agers  a t  F t .  Recovery Depot who had  en ro l l ed  a t
S t .  Jbseph for  t he  coming yea r .  One o f  t he se  was  Joseph Nor-
denbrock f rom Burke t t sv i l l e ,  w i th  one  year of  h igh  schoo l  thus
en t e r ing  t he  2nd  year  Commerc ia l  Course ,  and  the  second from
the same v i l l age ,  Leo Schaeper who was  e l i g ib l e  to en te r  the
2nd  yea r  Normal  Cour se .  Bo th  were c l a s s  members  for two years
in  Ma thema t i c s ,  Eng l i sh ,  and German ,  thereby c rea t ing  an  i n t i -
ma te  r e l a t i onsh ip ,  nu r tu red  and che r i shed  for  the  nex t  50
yea r s  .
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Joe and  I became f a s t  f r i ends  throughout  t he  nex t  two
yea r s ,  each r e l a t i ng  i n t ima te  s to r i e s  of members o f  our f ami -
l i e s .  He ,  one  o f  12 ,  was  eager to t e l l  about  the ab i l i t i e s  of
h i s  younger s i s t e r ,  Anna Mar i e ,  (Nfery for sho r t ) ,  who was age
14  a t  t he  t ime .  She ,  the s ix th  i n  the  fami ly  mus t  have  been a
cha l l enge  fo r  her b ro the r s  and s i s t e r s ,  bo th  young and  o ld ,  i n
many of  t he i r  f ami ly  ac t i v i t i e s .  I t  appeared t ha t  t he  o lde r
members ,  inc lud ing  h imse l f ,  he lped  to p romote  he r  ab i l i t i e s  a t
he r  ea r ly  age  because  o f  her  i nna t e  t a l en t s  i n  many a r ea s .  Ac -
cording to h i s  ve r s ion ,  she a t  age  6 ,  was  ab l e  to wr i t e  and
read  Eng l i sh  and German f luen t ly ,  and  had c iphered  her  way
through Ray’ s  E lemen ta ry  Ar i thme t i c .  The teaching  s i s t e r s ,
t e s t i ng  her  qua l i f i ca t i ons ,  p l aced  her  i n  t he  t h i rd  g rade  upon
en te r ing ,  thereby becoming e l i g ib l e  to pa s s  t he  Boxwell  Exami-
na t ion  a t  age  12  in  1910 .

Ev iden t ly ,  she was  Joe ’ s  p r ide  and  joy for  he loved to
t e l l  i n t e r e s t i ng  and  f anc i ed  s to r i e s  about  he r  i n t e l l i gence  and
her ab i l i t y  to play simple church hymns a t  pa r i sh  s e rv i ce s .
Na tu ra l l y ,  h i s  r e l a t ed  s to r i e s  had created a men ta l  image  of
her qua l i f i ca t i ons ,  therefore  i t  could hardly  be  expec ted  for
me no t  to be  i n t e r e s t ed  in mee t ing  her somet ime .  Oddly ,  i t  was
some years  l a t e r ,  w i thou t  i n t roduc t ion ,  t ha t  I addressed  he r ,
unexpectedly ,  ye t ,  in  surpr i s ing ly  p l ea san t  su r round ings .

During the  three  Yea r s  a t  S t .  Jo seph ’ s ,  ending in June
1914 ,  I comple t ed  the requi red  h igh  schoo l  un i t s  necessary  to
en t e r  a co l l ege ,  and acqu i red  the necessary  background to d i r ec t
a choir  and opera te  a pipeorgan under  the  gu idance  o f  Dr .  Rev .
Jus t in  Henke l ,  C .PP .S .

Today,  a s  I view these  academic years  I am consc ious  o f
many advan tages  r ece ived  and  the s a t i s f ac t i on  of c e r t a in  ac -
compl i shmen t s  comple ted  a t  t h i s  s choo l :  1 )  I was  exceedingly
fo r tuna t e  i n  having h igh ly  educa ted  p r i e s t s  for  my t eache r s  who
were  qua l i f i ed  and  ded ica t ed  i n  the i r  work and to t he  s tuden t ’ s
we l f a r e ;  2 )  w i th  a da i l y  t ime schedule  o f  s t ud i e s  and  ac t i v i -
t i e s  I was  ab le  to make con tac t  w i th  many sub jec t s  and  the i r
fundamen ta l s ,  t he reby ,  earning su f f i c i en t  h igh  school  c r ed i t
hou r s  in t h r ee  yea r s .  S imu l t aneous ly ,  T acqu i red  a ba s i c  know-
ledge  of s ing ing  and  mus i c  w i th  pos s ib l e  performance on the
piano and  p ipeorgan;  3 )  I had  acqu i red  a r ea l  ded ica t ion  to
the  profess ion  o f  teaching and i t s  p r inc ip l e s ;  4 )  I had l ea rned
to sys t ema t i ze  my work  and  to apply co r rec t  methods  i n  r e -
sea rch .  I am fu l ly  convinced tha t  these  cu l t i va t ed  qua l i t i e s
had been in s t rumen ta l  i n  rece iv ing  a four -year  compe t i t i ve
Fel lowship  a t  the Ca tho l i c  Un ive r s i t y  in 1924 ,  u l t ima te ly ,  a c -
quiring the h ighes t  degree of  academic a t t a inmen t .

My l a s t  year a t  S t .  Jbseph was  the year t ha t  Joe com-
p le t ed  the bus ines s  o r  commercial  course ,  receiving h i s  diploma
in June 1914 .  His f a the r  and s i s t e r ,  An to ine t t e ,  a t t ended  the
commencement exerc i ses  which  gave  me the  oppor tun i ty  o f  t r ave l -
ing by t r a in  w i th  them to F t .  Recovery the nex t  day .  The t r i p
home wi th  them permi t t ed  me to l ea rn  more about  Anna Mar i e  f rom
the  s i s t e r ,  who ,  w i thou t  doub t ,  supported the  accoun t s  of
Mary ’ s  ab i l i t y  and in t e l l i gence  g iven  by her  b ro the r .  Accord-
ing to the  s i s t e r ,  An to ine t t e ,  she  had  pas sed  the h igh  schoo l
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test in 1910, now four years past, but was not allowed to at-
tend a high school due to unjustifiable rural opinions at the
time .

An education for girls, as viewed by parents, was unheard
of in the country unless they wished to teach as nuns in the
parochial school system. Since no high school existed in the
village Anna Marie aided the local teaching nuns in the ele-
mentary grades and assisted at singing and playing the organ at
church services .

Two of the nuns tutored her in high school subjects from
three to five o’clock every afternoon. All of the laudable re-
marks of the brother and sister increased my curiosity and in-
terest in more of the qualifications of this 16 year old sis-
ter. Secretly, I had the idea that perhaps I might be invited
to the home the coming summer to renew acquaintance with Joe
and his family. This materialized in a sense for upon leave-
taking at Ft. Recovery they invited me to attend a parish fes-
tival at the church on the 4th of July.

An interval of a few weeks gave my brother and I the op-
portunity to visit the Burkettsville parish on the 4th. I ad-
mit there were many reasons for going to a festival that
prompted me to attend. The entire family of Joe’s: father,
mother, brothers and sisters were at the festival assisting at
various booths. Antoinette and Joe were busy at the icecream
dispenser which allowed each of them to converse with me at
times. They directed my attention to various members of the
family and their booths.

Conducting a booth marked ’Fancy Stand of Needle Work’
were a half-dozen teenage girls, including Anna Marie. Though
some distance from us, their features were visible and I was
impressed by Joe’s sister’s countenance, posture and dress.
Her assuming gentleness and winning smile was displayed with
grace among her associates in the booth as well as to the
people who were eager to gamble for the fancy pieces of needle
and thread on display. Her dress, appropriate, for the occa-
sion was a selfmade knee-length skirt with a blouse of white.
The beauty of her face and forehead was topped by a mass of
curly, light brown hair, backswept into three thick curls,
hanging beyond her belt. All of this was set off at the crown
with a large white hairbow, reminding me of a huge butterfly.

Associating and speaking with Joe and his sister for a
lengthy period with an occasional hand movement in her direc-
tion by her brother, it would be highly unlikely that she was
not aware of my presence, Joe’s old college-pal, often referred
to in their home. Consequently, perhaps instinctively, mis-
chievous movements of her eyes were directed toward the three
of us with a smile, but playing about her lips on one occasion
was a faint trace of coquettishness.

After an hour or two, visiting and recognizing young
people in the area, and attempted turns on gambling wheels,
my brother and I returned to the icecream booth for a last
farewell and started the five mile stretch home with horse and
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buggy  .

Thus ended the  day  of t he  f e s t i va l  fo r  me .  Pe r sona l ly ,  I
f ee l  i t  i s  sa fe  to  a s sume tha t  my b l i s s fu l  d ream of  mee t ing  he r
in  person was  sha t t e r ed  because  of inexperience and  the  shynes s
o f  a coun t ry  boy .  Perhaps  the  bes t  of my fo r tune ,  e i t he r ,
pa s sed  me by  temporar i ly  o r  pe rmanen t ly ,  bu t  for  my reade r s  t he
s to ry  mus t  con t inue  to un fo ld .

In r e t ro spec t ,  I should s ay  t ha t  a t  t h i s  j unc tu re  i n
t ime ,  my l i fe  experiences had reached  the  second rung in a s -
cending the  academic l adde r ,  wh i l e  a t  t he  same time I had ac -
qu i r ed  a deep awareness  o f  g r ea t e r  pe r sona l  moral  r e spons ib i l i -
t i e s .  Lesse r  emphas is  can be  a t t ached  to  the  f i r s t  phase  of
my life s i nce  my home ,  school  and church env i ronment s  had  been
d i r ec t ed  and regula ted  by  in t ima te  and lovable  people w i th  an
occas iona l  cha l leng ing  s i t ua t i on .  By and l a rge ,  i n t eg ra t i ng
from f i r s t  to second s t age  was  simple due to the  fac t  t ha t  w i th
the  pass ing  o f  the three  yea r s  a t  the academy wh ich  had  de -
manded more r e spons ib i l i t y ,  t he re  developed a g r ea t e r  acce l e r a -
t i on  o f  acqu i red  men ta l  and mora l  t rus twor th iness  . Conceding
tha t  sy s t ema t i zed  r egu la t i on  a t  t he  academy cou ld  have  sque l ched
men ta l  and  mora l  r e spons ib i l i t i e s ,  neve r the l e s s ,  i t  i s  mos t  r e -
vea l ing  to no t e  how I a cqu i t t ed  myse l f  when  en t e r ing  the th i rd
phase ,  t he  co l l ege  pe r iod  when phys i ca l ,  men ta l ,  and  mora l  ob -
l i ga t i ons  were  p l aced  d i r ec t l y  on  my shou lde r s .

In  t he  year 1914  l eg i s l a t i on  had  been  pas sed  in  Oh io ,  r e -
qu i r i ng  a l l  t eacher s  i n  t he  Oh io  e lementa ry  s choo l  sy s t em to
show ce r t i f i c a t i on  o f  one  yea r  of  t e ach ing  t r a in ing  in  one  o f
the  four Normal Schoo l s  in  the  S t a t e .  To conform wi th  t he  law
as  a young teach ing  cand ida t e ,  I en ro l l ed  a t  Miami  Un ive r s i t y ,
Oxford,  Oh io ,  ( 1914-1915) .  Tak ing  in to  cons ide ra t ion  my aca -
demic  rou t e  t o  t he  t each ing  ca ree r ,  i t  Was ,  unques t i onab ly ,  a
succes s fu l  academic ven tu re ,  a pos i t i ve  advan tage .  However,  i t
mus t  be admi t t ed  by  any  measu re  t ha t  i t  opened up new cha l l eng -
e s  for a young man o f  17  yea r s .  S imu l t aneous ly ,  i t  sho r t ened
the  preparat ion per iod  fo r  teaching by  one  yea r ,  c r ea t i ng  e l i -
g ib i l i ty  to t each  a t  the  young age  of  18 .  Saying a l l  o f  t h i s
i s  no t  to p re tend  ignorance  of many new cha l l enges .

The en ro l lmen t  a t  t he  Un ive r s i t y  posed  a problem o r  two
fo r  me ,  though an t i c ipa t i ng  no pa r t i cu l a r  d i f f i cu l t i e s  in be -
ing accep ted ,  I was aware o f  d iverse  eva lua t ion  o f  h igh  s choo l
c red i t s  by  d i f f e r en t  i n s t i t u t i ons .  A t r ansc r ip t  of  my c red i t s
had been forwarded p rompt ly  to t he  Normal Schoo l ,  and wi th in  a
few weeks ,  w i th  no ques t ions  r a i s ed ,  confirmation of  my accep t -
ance  was  s en t  by  the  Dean ’ s  Of f i ce .

The p r imary  focus  o f  summer ac t i v i t i e s  was  cen t e r ed  on
the  method of  earning money ;  the  t r a in  f a r e ;  r equ i red  en t r ance
fee ;  pa r t  payment  of  t he  t u i t i on  a t  r eg i s t r a t i on ;  and  a depos i t
for  the room.

For tuna t e ly ,  a young man o f  25 ,  Mr .  Conk l in ,  owner o f  t he
loca l  v i l l age  s to r e  a t  S t .  Wende l in ,  was  i n  need  o f  an a s s i s t -
an t ,  a pe r son  o f  ab i l i t y  and  ma tu r i t y ,  tn  mee t  the  needs  o f  t he
fa rm peop le ;  co l l ec t  hundreds  of  egg sz bartered fo r  goods  ca r r i ed
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i n  t he  hucks t e r  wagon,  and t r anspor t  dozens  and  dozens  of eggs
to  t he  r a i l road  depo t  to be  shipped to d i s t an t  c i t i e s .  My
ta sks ,  consequen t ly ,  we re ,  sandwiching ac t i v i t i e s  f rom s to re
to  t he  peddling wagon,  and to t he  depo t ,  t h roughou t  t he  summer .
Obv ious ly ,  unaware  t ha t  t he  c lock  con t inued  to t i ck ,  my a l l -
encompass ing though t  was  appa ren t ly  focused  on the  problem of
the  coming schoo l  yea r .  Even more s ign i f i can t  was  t he  f ac t  I
l o s t  con t ac t  w i th  Joe  Nordenbrock a f t e r  t he  4 th  fo r  he  had  been
h i r ed  a s  a s ec re t a ry  in t he  d i s t an t  c i t y  o f  Day ton .  Paradox! -
ca l l y ,  the  two yea r s  o f  ou r  ve ry  warm f r i endsh ip  s l ipped  nea r ly
to  ze ro  deg ree  i n  the  nex t  few yea r s  .

The t r a in  d rew-ou t  o f  S t .  Henry  a t  9 :00  A .M.  on a typica l
September  day and wi th in  a few minu te s  we were  pas s ing  th rough
the  v i l l age  of Burke t t sv i l l e ,  a d i s t ance  of  t h r ee  mi l e s .  I
mus t  admit a t  t ha t  momen t ,  s ea t ed  on the  r i gh t  s ide  of t he
coach ,  w i th  head  leaning aga ins t  the  pane ,  t ha t  ve ry  i n t e r e s t i ng
though t s  pa s sed  through my mind in  reviewing the  p l ea san t  con -
ve r sa t i on  w i th  Joe on t he  4 th .  Co inc iden ta l l y ,  I env i s ioned  a
men ta l  p i c tu re  o f  h i s  s i s t e r ,  i t  p lay ing  h ide-and-seek  wi th  the
a l lu r ing  i dea  o f  when ,  whe re ,  and  how to c r ea t e  a f u tu re  mee t -
ing  w i th  he r .

The conductor  coming through the  ca r  be fo re  reach ing
Greenv i l l e ,  punched my t i cke t  and sa id ,  "To Ca r ly l e?"  "Yes , "
I s a id .  He r ep l i ed ,  "Tha t  i s  Ju s t  a c ross ing  o f  two r a i l roads
beyond  German town. Your t runk  wi l l  be  removed and p l aced  on
the  road  to Oxfo rd . "  The t r a in  gave  a long sh r i l l  wh i s t l e
a f t e r  an hour  o f  t r ave l  a s  t he  conductor  tapped me on the
shoulder  and sa id ,  "Th i s  i s  the  c ros s ing ,  and  wa i t  a t  the coun-
t ry  s to r e .  Your t r a in  fo r  Oxford w i l l  be  along in  a ha l f -
hou r . "  A l l  d i r ec t i ons  were  f a i t h fu l ly  ca r r i ed  ou t  and  I a r -
r ived  a t  Oxford s t a t i on  a t  3 :00  P .M.

Finding myse l f  alone a t  t he  edge of t he  town wi th  vacan t
lo t s  a l l  abou t ,  I s t a r t ed  for  the  t a l l  bu i ld ings  on the  h i l l
about  t en  b locks  away.  On my way I pa s sed  t he  s t r ee t ,  a few
b locks  from the  campus t ha t  i nd i ca t ed  the  area o f  my r en t ed
room for t he  yea r .  Accord ing ly ,  I approached the house ,  me t
the  landlady who he lped  me to engage  a dray fo r  t he  t r ans fe r r -
ing o f  my t runk .  Need le s s  to s ay  I now had ample t ime to  un -
pack  my t runk  and prepare  fo r  t omor row ' s  cha l l eng ing  unde r -
taking •

The next  morning a s  the  sun '  s r ays  spread across  the
eas t e rn  sky in  a f an - l i ke  a r r ay  o f  s t r eaks  of  r ed ,  p ink ,  and
go ld ,  I d i r ec t ed  my s teps  toward  the  smal l  v i l l age  chu rch .  No
doub t ,  confronted w i th  unusual  and unce r t a in  problems in the
fu tu re ,  I was  mo t iva t ed  to a t t end  the morning Mass .  Among the
ha l f -dozen  l ad i e s  p r e sen t  was  the  a s s i s t an t  to the  Dean o f  t he
Normal Schoo l .

The p r i e s t ,  Fa the r  Fa r l ey ,  upon seeing me a t  mass ,  a s -
sumed tha t  I was  a new s tuden t  a t  the un ive r s i t y ,  and a t  once
welcomed me and became in t e r e s t ed  i n  my we l f a r e .  Learning I
was  a candidate  for t he  Normal  Schoo l ,  he  ca l l ed  to the  Sec re -
t a ry  for an i n t roduc t ion ,  advis ing he r  of  my in t en t ions .  I n
our  conver sa t ion  o f  some minu te s  I gave them a brief  background
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of  my academic l i f e ,  (S t .  Joseph was  we l l  known by Fa the r  Fa r -
l ey )  , the  s t r ee t  of  my room,  the  neces s i t y  o f  doing pa r t - t ime
work ,  and  my a im in  the  fu tu re .

Both  bade me f a r ewe l l ,  she i n  t u rn  sa id ,  "Come to the
o f f i ce  l a t e r  in the day and I w i l l  help  you in  arranging your
c l a s se s . "  He s a id ,  " I  wan t  to keep in touch  wi th  you and t ry
to a t t end  my 9 :00  o ’c lock  Mass  on Sunday . "  To my su rp r i se  i n
a t t end ing  the  Sunday Mass I was  i n t roduced  to a Mr .  James R .
. , t he  Un ive r s i t y  foo tba l l  coach .  A few encourag ing  words
pas sed  be tween  Fa the r  and  the Coach in re fe rence  to my pa r t -
t ime  work .  I excused myself  and they  in  turn w i shed  me a happy
year a t  t he  Un ive r s i t y .

The ac t i v i t y  and exper iences  a t  t he  Un ive r s i t y  were  im-
por t an t  ye t  c r i t i c a l  i n  t e s t i ng  t he  soc i a l ,  educa t iona l  and
mora l  f ibe r s  o f  my cha rac t e r .  Though on ly  17  I was  experienc-
ing  a new k ind  o f  i nd iv idua l  freedom in  terms o f  s tudy  pe r iods ,
a t t end ing  c l a s se s  and  meet ing  soc i a l ,  economic ,  and mora l  s i t u -
a t i ons .  Co - educa t iona l  environment  w i th  more cu l tu ra l  and
worldly su r round ings  were  f ac to r s  to be  judged  and  to  be  eva l -
ua t ed  by  me pe r sona l ly .  I am prompted to  say t ha t  I was  hur led
l i t e r a l l y ,  i n to  a uniformed kind o f  ma tu r i t y ,  embar ra s s ing  a t
t imes  a t  the  beginning o f  th is  t h i rd  phase  o f  my l i f e .

A l l  t he  more unse t t l i ng  fo r  me was  the  l ack  of f inances
s ince  my f a the r  had  many  o the r  demands o f  a growing f ami ly .
The beg inn ing  of  t he  yea r  was  very  trying to proper ly  manage
the  ava i l ab l e  hours to earn money for  food  and  room,  buy t ex t -
books ,  pay  co l l ege  t u i t i on  cha rges  and  to  s chedu le  adequa t e
time fo r  p repara t ion  and  c l a s s  a t t endance .  The l a s t  po in t  o f
f inances  needs  no exaggerat ion fo r  I was ,  1 Jack-of  - a l l -  trades '
i n  t he  f i e ld  o f  occupa t ion .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,  t h i s  was  so lved  in  a
few weeks  by the influence of  t he  l oca l  pa r i sh  p r i e s t  in Oxford
who was  a c lo se  f r iend of  t he  Un ive r s i t y  footba l l  coach .
Through the i r  in f luence  I was appoin ted  cus tod ian  o f  a l l  f oo t -
ba l l  equipment  and the  respons ib i l i ty  o f  a t t end ing  to  the  minor
in ju r i e s  of the  foo tba l l  p l aye r s .  Having a simple knowledge o f
ana tomica l  s t ructure  o f  bone and musc le  wh ich  I had acqui red  i n
my high school  phys io logy  cou r se ,  1 was  i n  a pos i t i on  to mee t
the  u susa l  minor foo tba l l  i n ju r i e s ,  p rompt ly ,  and  e f f i c i en t ly .
My knowledge o f  F i r s t - a id  p rocedures  w i th  yards of adhes ive
tape I cou ld  e l imina t e  the  pa ins  o f  wrenched knees ,  sprained
ank les  and semi-cracked r i b s  to a minor deg ree .  Equal ly  impor-
t an t  was the  app l i ca t ion  of  ho t  towels  to b ru i sed  musc l e s  and
in t ens ive  massages  of  char ley-hor  see  to  foo tba l l  p l aye r s  be fo re
and  a f t e r  da i l y  sc r immages .  My ac t i v i t y  w i th  the  foo tba l l
squad  was  mos t  p l ea san t  i n  t h i s  a s soc i a t i on .  I me t  and  con-
versed  w i th  t he  ’ s t a r s '  of t he  Miami squad :  Red B lake ,  who
la t e r  became  head  coach  o f  t he  Army ,  Ntonk P ie rce ,  and  John
Sauer  o f  Day ton ,  and  o the r s  whom I l e a rned  to  know in t ima te ly .

My de t a i l  al lowed me to  t r ave l  w i th  t he  t eam to o the r
Oh io  co l l eges  dur ing  the  s ea son  and  to  the  annual  foo tba l l  game
a t  t he  Un ive r s i t y  o f  C inc inna t i  on  Thanksgiving Day ,  a yea r ly
even t ,  I am tempted  to  s ay  t ha t  my va r i ed  exper iences  a s  a
masseu r  t h i s  one  yea r ,  odd ly ,  was  hea l th fu l ,  remarkably  u se fu l
to myse l f ,  my chi ldren and  f r i ends  l a t e r  i n  l i f e .  I had  l ea rned
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f rom these  'experiences t ha t  t he  removal and d i s t r ibu t ion  o f
b lood  co l l ec t ed  abou t  a minor b ru i se  wou ld  g ive  r e l i e f  in a few
hours  i n  mos t  ca se s .  I r ead i ly  applied massag ing  to the  grow-
ing pa ins  of  ch i ld r en ,  adu l t  c a se s  o f  overworked t enn i s  e lbows ,
sp ra ined  shou lde r s ,  l eg ,  and  back  musc l e s .

I wou ld  be  remiss  i f  I f a i l ed  to acknowledge my indebt -
ednes s  to cer ta in  pe rsona l i t i e s  a t  the co l l ege  who were  i n s t ru -
men ta l  in a id ing  me f inanc i a l l y  and academica l ly ;  Dean Minnich
and h i s  a s s i s t an t ,  Professor  Feeney in the Normal Schoo l ,  and
Mr .  Roudebusch, a s s i s t an t  to the  P re s iden t .  The l a t t e r  a s s ign -
ed  minor co l lege  admin i s t ra t ion  and routine t a sks  for  the  yea r
which could  no t  be  summarized under  any par t i cu la r  c l a s s i f i ca -
t i on ;  wa i t e r  in the co l l ege  diningroom, and an usher  a t  publ ic
col lege  r ec i t a l s  of  p l ays ,  mus i ca l e s ,  and co l lege  dances .  In-
c iden t a l l y ,  when  enumera t ing  these  tasks  to my grandchi ldren
who are now a t tending  col lege  a s  ex t ra  co l l ege  curr icular  ac -
t i v i t i e s  for the  year ,  I hear a resounding loud bo i s t e rous
l augh ,  truly a guf faw,  from them,  perhaps  r i gh t ly  so .

Ev iden t ly ,  the i n t roduc t ion  o f  t he  pa r i sh  p r i e s t  to the
two o r  more impor tant  pe r sons  a t  t he  col lege  rel ieved my mind
of  f i nances ,  t hus  ab le  to devo te  my t ime wi th  en thus i a sm and
e f fec t iveness  to c l a s se s .  I mus t  admit  t ha t  P ro fessor  Feeney ,
an educa tor  o f  40 yea r s  o r  more ,  made a pos i t i ve  con t r i bu t ion
to my teaching  me thods  wh ich  X happi ly  appl ied i n  t each ing
reading and a r i t hme t i c .  Tbday ,  we  f ind  the  school  sys tem re -
ve r t ing  to t he  reading me thods  of  th ree  o r  four  decades  ago
whi l e  a t  t h i s  t ime I am unimpressed wi th  the use  o f  t he  s imple
ca l cu l a to r  i n  the  e l emen ta ry  g rades ,  the r e su l t s  of  wh ich  migh t
have  a nega t ive  r eac t i on  i n  the  f i e ld  of a r i t hme t i c ,  s imi l a r  to
the  s t a tu s  o f  ou r  poor r eade r s  and  spe l l e r s ,  t oday .

I t  was l a t e  in October  when a l e t t e r  w i th  an enclosed check
informed me tha t  my s i s t e r  wou ld  be  marr ied  in t he  v i l l age
church  and I was  to per form the wedding march and Mass hymns .
Having had no oppor tuni ty  in ope ra t ing  a p ipe  organ the pas t
summer I con t ac t ed  Father  Far ley  for pe rmiss ion  to do so a t  the
par ish  church which  he read i ly  consen ted .

A few days vaca t ion  from the  regular  rou t ine  o f  s choo l
and  pa r t - t ime  work was a welcome r e sp i t e  in ce lebra t ing  th i s
a f f a i r .  Groups o f  j o l l y  fo lk s ,  nea r  and f a r ,  r e l a t i ve s  of the
two fami l ies  came for a day  of f ro l ic  on th is  occas ion .  The
day was  shor t l ived  for  in t he  af ternoon and in the  night  the
wind ro se  wh ich  brought  gus t s  o f  snow and a th in  b lanke t  o f
wh i t e  covered  the ground the nex t  morn ing .  I awoke a t  an ea r ly
hour and  lay  s t r a igh t  on my back wi th  my f ee t  c ro s sed ,  and my
hands  c lasped  above my head  in a symmetr ica l  pos i t ion  . Closing
my eyes a scene passed  before me and wi thou t  in ten t  my wi l l  was
d i r ec t l y  and pe r s i s t en t ly  fixed on  a ce r ta in  point  and space i n
t ime tha t  had been  in my memory the  pas t  summer .  The conver-
sa t ion  of t he  4 th  o f  July and  v i s ions  of Jbe ’ s  s i s t e r ,  Anna
Mar i e ,  seemed to command my though t  and sp i r i t  to  t he  ex t en t
tha t  I determined a t  the t ime  to communicate  somehow by  ma i l
w i th  Joe in Day ton .

Af t e r  r e tu rn ing  to Oxford I addressed  a l e t t e r  to h i s
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home in Burke t t sv i l l e  w i th  a forwarding no t e .  Hopefu l ly ,  i t
wou ld  be  r ecogn ized  by  the  f a jn i l y  and p rompt ly  t r ansmi t t ed .
Wi th in  a week ,  a r ep ly  t o  my l e t t e r  came ,  informing me o f  h i s
work and h i s  address  i n  Day ton .

Ef f i c i en t  and proven me thods  of  t e ach ing  were  advoca t ed
by  Dean Minn ich  and emphas i zed  by  the  p ro fe s so r s  i n  a l l  p r ac -
t i ce  t each ing  pe r iods  i n  t he  McGuffey Model School  wh ich  was
a f f i l i a t ed  w i th  the Un ive r s i t y .  Dr .  McGuffey ,  t he  au tho r  o f
the  McGuffey Reade r s ,  had  been  a t e ache r  a t  Miami be fo re  1900
and co l l ec t ed  t he  con ten t s  o f  h i s  r eade r s  a t  t he  t ime .  Fo r -
tuna t e ly ,  P ro fe s so r  Feeney ,  my ma jo r  p ro fe s so r ,  was  a con temp-
o ra ry  of  h i s  and p rac t i ced  s imi l a r  pedagogica l  sk i l l s .

The i n s t ruc t i ons  and  my p rac t i ce  teaching fo r  t he  year
ended  in  June ,  when my t each ing  qua l i f i ca t i ons  were  r ecogn ized
by  the Dean who p re sen t ed  me wi th  a one -yea r  e l emen ta ry  t each -
ing ce r t i f i c a t e  w i th  an  op t ion  o f  i t s  r enewal  for  two add i -
t i ona l  yea r s .  However ,  he  sugges ted  and advised  me to cons ider
the  opt ion of  submi t t ing  to a t e ache r ’ s  examination w i th in  the
yea r .  If success fu l  I could  qua l i fy  for  nine years  o f  teaching
wi thou t  add i t i ona l  formal  no rma l  school  t r a in ing .  I chose  t h i s
op t ion  in February ,  pa s sed  the  examina t ion ,  p r e sen t ed  t he  ne -
ces sa ry  knowledge and sk i l l s ,  and qua l i f i ed  w i th  examplar  h igh
grades  a s  a t t e s t ed  by  the  reproduced ce r t i f i c a t e .

Upon re tu rn ing  home f rom Miami i n  June I immedia te ly
searched for  a t each ing  pos i t i on  fo r  the  f a l l .  My ego t i s t i c a l
idea  of  a so l i d  and major  academic  accompl i shmen t  in t each ing
and the  ab i l i t y  to perform on a pipeorgan was  qu i ck ly  squelched
when a t t empt ing  to con t r ac t  f o r  a pa r i sh  s choo l  i n  combinat ion
wi th  a pa r i sh  chu rch .  Do t t ed  th roughout  Mercer  County  were
many pos i t i ons  o f  schoo l  and chu rch  combina t ions  bu t  to my su r -
p r i s e  and  d i smay ,  t e ache r s  o lde r  and o f  long exper iences  had
been  h i r ed  in March .

Fo r tuna t e ly ,  the  pos i t i on  o f  an o rgan i s t  was  vacan t  a t
S t .  An thony’ s  Par ish,  though  a t e ache r  had been con t r ac t ed  to
t each  in  t he  v i l l age  s choo l .  Through the  e f fo r t s  of Mr .  John
For tman ,  a member o f  the  pa r i sh  cho i r  and a l so  p re s iden t  o f  the
school  board  o f  a count ry  school  two mi les  sou th ,  a combina-
t ion  con t r ac t  was  comple t ed  w i th  t he  pa r i sh  p r i e s t  and the
school  boa rd .  For h i s  i n t e r e s t  and  h i s  kindness  I have been
deep ly  g ra t e fu l  and  have  demons t r a t ed  this  s en t imen t  to h i s
f ami ly  on a l l  occas ions ,  t he  r e su l t s  o f  wh ich  have c r ea t ed  a
deep and l a s t ing  a f f ec t i on  and love  between h i s  f ami ly  members
and  myself  the pas t  s i x ty  yea r s .  This  i s  no t  to say t ha t  o the r
fami l i e s  i n  the pa r i sh  have  no t  been recognized by  me fo r  many
were  of  equal  importance,  the f ami l i e s  of Sch roe r ,  Vonderhaar ,
Huerkamp,  Pos t ,  and o the r s ,  t he  members  o f  which have g iven
s imi l a r  r e sponses .

The going sa l a ry  for a one- room ru ra l  school  teacher  was
$50  per  month and $5 for  j an i to r  s e rv i ce s .  I t  mus t  be  remem-
bered  tha t  the cos t  o f  l iv ing and o the r  neces s i t i e s  o f  l i f e
were  commensurab le .  I n  deed ,  my ab i l i t y  to save  a few do l l a r s
per  week was  l e s s  a rduous  a t  the  t ime  than  a few yea r s  l a t e r .
The cos t  of l iv ing  for board and lodging a t  t he  home o f  a
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nearby farmer was the paltry sume of $2.50 per week. Coinci-

dentally, the pay for my services in training the local parish
men’s choir and playing the pipeorgan at the parish church was

$2.00 per Sunday and $1.00 for each weekday High Mass.

The complex situation of having two places of employ-
ment, two miles apart, brought a problem of transportation but

the farmer, Mr. Schroer with whom I lodged solved this problem
by allowing me the free use of his horse and buggy. Fortun-

ately, he provided an open -bodied rubber -tired buggy in the
pleasant weather of spring and summer, while on rainy and win-

try days I had the use of his completely enclosed storm vehi-
cle, thus providing me every comfort against all unpleasant

days of the year.

The warmth, admiration, and affection of the parents and

members of this family were unquestionably, and uniquely re-

flected by their self-sacrificing actions in my behalf. Bar-
ring all other performances this behavior was their everday

trait in all family activities. Truly, such rewarding and

beneficial attention solved the transportation problem to the

end of the school year. Obviously, I was comfortably housed

with board at this farm which was within walking distance of

the school.

Anticipating pleasurable satisfaction, but with some

misgiving I held the first school session on the day after

Labor Day in 1915. That Tuesday morning a s  I traveled down

the road, a distance of a quartermile, the little red school-
house was to my left and in full view, showing off a few bro-

ken window panes. Approaching the school my thoughts took a
turn toward my scholars, speculating on the number, their

size, ages, and the number of possible grades. There were
several children gathered at the school house door as 1 came

up. It was a typically centered, one-door red schoolhouse,

similar to many that dotted the central midwest rural Ohio

every two miles. My "Good morning children,” brought a hesi-

tating shy response from the group who appeared eager to have
me unlock the door, no doubt, wondering whether o r  not any
changes or improvements had been made in the summer.

We found upon entering the one-storied brick building,

scrubbed walls and floors, clean desks and a newly decorated
metal ceiling. The room had a one-inch rod, centered near the

ceiling that extended from one wall to the other with the usu-

al large emblem, ’S* attached on the outside. This reinforce-
ment added strength and stability to this small brick struc-

ture.

For me the room brought back familiar pleasant and some
unpleasant memories of childhood days for it was this kind of

room in which I studied the primer, first to the fifth German

and English readers, Ray’s simple to advanced arithmetic, and

advanced history and geography. I could see myself in the

small double-desk at the front with gradual recession to the
single large seat in the rear. I allowed myself a moment to

dream on the pleasant companionship I had with my last teacher

in our after-school tutoring classes in preparation for the
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Boxwell  Examina t ion .  In ef fec t ,  t he se  t hough t s  i n t e r j ec t ed
re so lu t i ons  o f  t o t a l  ded ica t ion  to t he  teaching  p ro fe s s ion ,
which  in r ea l i t y ,  I was
fou r th  phase  o f  my l i f e ;

men ta l l y  experiencing even t s  o f  my
the educa t ion  Of children and young

people  .

Other  chi ldren came,  large boys  a s  t a l l  a s  mysel f  who
could be  my s t a r  basebal l  p l aye r s ,  a l so  g i r l s  who appeared to
be  properly t rained by  thei r  German mothe r s .  A half-dozen
f i r s t  g r ade r s ,  boys  a s  scared rabb i t s  and l i t t l e  cur led  ha i red
g i r l s  as  t imorous  b i rd s ,  s l ipped by  qu i e t l y .  My approach was
the  posi t ion  o f  a big b ro the r ,  everr«?ady to so lve  any of  the i r
problems a s  we  began c l a s se s ,

As I i n t ima ted  the schoolhouse  was  s imi la r  i n  s t ruc tu re
to the one I a t t ended  a s  a ch i ld ,  however ,  the  a r t  o f  teaching
and c l a s s i f i ca t i on  o f  educa t iona l  a t t a inmen t s  o f  pup i l s  had
been  g rea t l y  r ev i sed .  E igh t  g rades  had been in t roduced  in a l l
e lementary s choo l s  w i th  more i n t ens ive  supervis ion o f  teachers
by  Di s t r i c t  S iper in tendents .  The new 1914 educat ional  l eg i s -
l a t i on  in Ohio fo r  e l emen ta ry ,  h igh  school ,  and co l l ege  was
the  beginning o f  t he  p re sen t  Ohio  educat ional  sy s t em.  The
con t ro l  of school  curr iculum was  now cen te red  in Columbus
wi th  a l l  au tho r i t y  channeled  through the  Cbunty Superintendent
and d i s t r i c t  supe rv i so r s  who con t ro l l ed  examinat ions  and the
promotion of pup i l s .  Uniform textbooks were  p resc r ibed ,  and
examina t ion  ques t i ons  were  fo rmula t ed  by  the  S t a t e  Board o f
Examination i n  Columbus ,  who in turn des igna t ed  commit tees  to
grade  t hem.  The Bo jwe l l  Examinat ion fo r  high school  promotion
was  now ex t inc t .

Fo r tuna t e ly ,  the number of pup i l s  in my f i r s t  country
school were  l e s s  than th i r t y ,  from ages 6 -16  yea r s ,  thus  mak-
ing i t  poss ib le  to combine the group in to  a l imi ted  number of
f ive  major g r ades :  f i r s t ,  s econd ,  combining third and fou r th ,
f i f t h  and s ix th ,  and seventh  and e igh th .  In s ea t i ng ,  the boys
were  arranged on the r i gh t  and the g i r l s  on the l e f t  of  the
room wi th  a large,  e longa t ed ,  box- l ike ,  ho r i zon ta l ,  c a s t - i ron
s tove  i n  the center  t ha t  divided the  two g roups .  The la rger
boys , and only  a few in number, were  eager to keep an ample
amount of cordwood nea r  the s tove ,  replenish  the supply and
prepare a basket  o f  kindling for  t he  next  morn ing ' s  f i r e .

The larger g i r l s  were so l i c i t ous  i n  main ta in ing  a r ea -
sonably spic-and-span room o f  dus t l e s s  b lackboards ,  dus t f r ee
desks ,  and a clean random-board  f l oo r .  I f ound  the  schoolroom
sometimes warm and cozy on  a w in t e r  morning for  a tramp or
t rave le r  had s l ep t  t he re ,  keeping the  f i r e  fo r  the n ight .
Bo th ,  he and I were  t hank fu l .  The word vandal ism was no t  a s
common a s  i t  i s  t oday .  However,  perhaps  an apple o r  two would
be  miss ing  f rom the  desks ,  bu t  the  o ld  fe l low was  happy fo r  a
warm p lace  to s leep and never did any  damage .

When school  hours  were ove r ,  being an ag reeab le  com-
panion and  playmate o f  the l a rger  boys  and g i r l s ,  I so lved
many d i sc ip l i na r i an  d i f f i cu l t i e s  t ha t  cou ld  have a r i s en  dur-
ing  school  hou r s  wh i l e  a t  t he  same t ime ,  by sharing respon-
s ib i l i t i e s  w i th  t he  pup i l s ,  i t  c r ea t ed  a success fu l  compe te t ive
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boy ' s  ba seba l l  and g i r l ' s  vo l l eyba l l  t e ams ,  both were  champions
in  the f i ve - schoo l  a r ea .  In t roducing  a r t  and  o the r  cu l tu r a l
n i ce t i e s  on Friday a f t e rnoon  and prepar ing s choo l  p rograms  for
Thanksgiv ing  and Chr i s tmas  crea ted  a mos t  de l i gh t fu l  and
happy schoo l  yea r  for a l  1 -

These  mu tua l  ven tu re s  i n  and ou t  o f  school  a roused  the
ambi t i ons  and  th i r s t  f o r  more  knowledge of many of  my pup i l s ,
Thus ,  many became succes s fu l  f a rmer s ,  wh i l e  o the r s  en t e r ed
o the r  p ro fe s s ions  i nc lud ing  the  l i f e  of  r e l i g ious  : f ou r  boys
were  o rda ined  p r i e s t s  and seven  g i r l s  became  r e l i g ious  nuns
du r ing  my t each ing  ca ree r .  They ,  today  a re  p roud  to  r e fe r  t o
the  a s soc i a t i on  and  ac t i v i t i e s  o f  t hose  s choo l  days .

Assoc i a t i ng  w i th  young and o ld ,  and  providing va r i ed  pe r -
sona l  se rv ices  in church and schoo l ,  complex s i t ua t i ons  w i th
d i r ec t  conf ron ta t ions  would  ensue  occas iona l ly .  I nev i t ab ly ,
in  each case  simple so lu t i ons  were  found which  had a sobering
effect on any young man of 18  yea r s  and I was  no excep t ion .
Bu t  I no ted  t ha t  I p rog re s s ive ly  became more aware of  g r ea t e r
ma tu r i t y ;  men ta l l y ,  sp i r i t ua l l y  and soc i a l l y  in  s t a tu re  dur -
ing  the yea r ,  I mus t  have  been p rope r ly  apprec ia ted  and r ec -
ogn ized  by  many if no t  a l l  my con tempora r i e s ,  adu l t s  and  pu -
p i l s ,  f o r  they speak wi th  admi ra t ion  and approva l  o f  our  asso-
c i a t i on  a s  a teacher  and o rgan i s t ,  s ix ty  yea r s  l a t e r .

Wi th  the f i r s t  school  year  ending a t  the  end o f  I
was  confronted w i th  t he  p rob lem of  ac t i v i t y  fo r  t he  summer
mon ths .  Aga in ,  I f ound  employment  a t  t he  loca l  v i l l age  s to r e ,
per fo rming  du t i e s  s imi l a r  t o  t hose  o f  the  preceding summer .
The pa r i sh  du t i e s  con t inued  to July 1 s t  bu t  wi th  the  r enewa l
of my con t r ac t s  fo r  ano the r  yea r  w i th  t he  s choo l  boa rd  and
wi th  t he  pas to r ,  I i nves t ed  $175 i n  a twin -cyl inder  Excel sor
moto rcyc l e .  T rave l ing  f rom my home to t he  church  seven mi l e s
away ,  and a t t end ing  coun t ry  dances  and soc i a l  f e s t i va l s  in
o ther  pa r i shes ,  I was  ab l e  to  so lve  my t r anspo r t a t i on  no t  on ly
for  the  summer bu t  a l so  on  p l ea san t  days  o f  t he  f a l l .

Though bus i l y  engaged  in  many t a sks  a t  the  l oca l  s t o r e
in  t h i s  vaca t ion  pe r iod  o f  1916 ,  I had the  oppor tun i ty  o f  many
le i su re  t r ips  in the  even ing ,  on weekends and on Sundays .
Wi th  a comple te  day o f  f r eedom,  a teacher  a s soc i a t e  Mr .  We l l -
man and I had a mo to rcyc l e  j aun t  to the  Ce l ina  Fair  and ano th -
er to t he  County Teachers ’  In s t i t u t e .

Young people  of  t he  coun ty  had inhe r i t ed  the  a r t  l e s s  -
ness  of  rural  cus toms in a t tending pa r i sh  f e s t i va l s  , house -
warming of  newly-weds  , o r  ba rn  dances ,  w i thou t  having a formal
inv i t a t i on ,  f o r  a l l  we re  we lcome  to a t t end .  Consequent ly  ,
t ha t  summer the young s to rekeepe r ,  a lways  sp i r i t ed  and jo l l y ,
and I as  his companion , a t t ended  a number of these  whi le  h i s
mo the r  wa i t ed  on the evening cus tomers  who ,  u sua l ly ,  were  e l -
de r ly  ones ,  s i nce  mos t  young people were  a t  t he se  a f f a i r s .

I was  i nv i t ed  to a t t end  a barn dance  by  a co l l ege
chum who mar r i ed  a g i r l  of  t he  Burke t t sv i l l  Pa r i sh  in  June
o f  t ha t  summer -  Thus ,  w i th  my encouragemnt and to render
me a f avo r ,  t he  owner  c lo sed  the  s to r e  ea r ly  to a t t end  the
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barn  dance a t  the  b r ide ’ s  home .  My in t e r e s t  in  a t tending was
to show re spec t  to  my o ld  f r i end  Leo ,  now a t e ache r ,  bu t  ove r -
shadowing th i s ,  I had a wishfu l  thought o f  ga in ing  some infor-
ma t ion  of  Joe j h i s  p re sen t  ac t i v i t y ,  and  the  pos s ib i l i t y  of
meet ing  h i s  s i s t e r ,  Anna Mar i e ,  now 18  years o f  age .

Signif i c an t ly  , upon a r r i va l  in  the  Overland touring ca r
(owned by the  s to r ekeepe r ) ,  we learned  tha t  Joe ' s  b ro the r ,
Theodore,  (un fami l i a r  t o  me) ,  and his s i s t e r  Anna Marie were  in
the  group o f  100  o r  more gues t s .  The ma jo r i t y  o f  t he se  young
peop le  were in  the l a rge  farm ba rn ,  be ing  en t e r t a ined  wi th
s inging  and danc ing .  The barn  had  been  c l ea red ,  t he  w ide  boa rd
f loo r  p rope r ly  waxed wi th  pa ra f f i n  and  the  mus ic  fu rn i shed  by
a group  o f  s i x :  two v io l i n s ,  a mando l in ,  a gu i t a r ,  snap and a
bas s  drum.

Upon enter ing t he  ba rn  I recognized the  g i r l  w i th  t he
th ree  l ong ,  l i gh t  brown cu r l s  r each ing  beyond  he r  be l t - l i ne ,
wh i l e  a t  t he  same time she p re sen t ed  a s i ngu la r  pe r sona l i ty  and
image  tha t  I ,  i n s t i nc t l y ,  became aware of  t he  fu l f i l lmen t  of
my long ,  l a s t  w i sh .

' Tis  s t r ange  bu t  t r ue ,  ye t  t ru th  i s  many t imes  s t r anger
than  f i c t i on ,  we ,  l iving i n  homes only  f i ve  mi l e s  apar t  had  had
no oppor tun i ty  o f  seeing the  o the r  a f t e r  t ha t  July 4 th  i n  1914
un t i l  t h i s  par t icu la r  even ing ,  she  going on  19  and 1 on 20 .
In e f f ec t  i t  can be  sa id  as  we l ea rned  l a t e r ,  t ha t  we were  s e -
c r e t l y  and unknowlingly i n t e r e s t ed  in each o the r ,  unconsc ious ly
hoping to mee t  some day ,  somewhere .

The reader  mus t  be  mindful of t he  f ac t  t ha t  t rave l  and
communication in  the  count ry  were  s t i l l  s imp le ,  au tomobi l e s
were  few in number and telephone ca l l s  were l imi ted  to l oca l
a r ea s .  Our ways  had been pa r t ed  to a g r ea t  degree  by  my a t -
tendance a t  Miami Un ive r s i t y  in  1914 ,  and Joe ’ s  employment i n
Day ton .  These  condi t ions  de fea t ed  a su i t ab l e  oppor tun i ty  o f
contac t ing  the family  s ince  her  home i n  Darke County d i r ec t ed
he r  ac t i v i t i e s  to the Eas t  and Sou th ,  wh i l e  I was  p reoccup ied
wi th  teaching  to  t he  Wes t  and  North i n  Ntercer County .  Provi -
dence  had i t s  own way o f  renewing ou r  fr iendship in sp i t e  o f
unrecognized and  unplanned ac t i ons  on ou r  pa r t .

The f ace - to - f ace  encoun te r  w i th  he r  a t  the  wedding
dance  o f  my f r i end  was  i n i t i a t ed  by  me fo r  I was  eage r  to e s -
t ab l i sh  the  co r r ec tnes s  o f  my suppos i t ion  as to  her i den t i t y .

She ,  upon the  conc lus ion  o f  a dance number i n  wh ich  she
pa r t i c ipa t ed ,  proceeded in  my d i r ec t ion  wh ich  gave  me the  op -
po r tun i ty  o f  conf ron t ing  her  f ace - to - f ace .  Hope fu l ly ,  I en -
t e r t a ined  the  t hough t  of  having  the  next  dance w i th  he r ,  and
she  a t  t he  same t ime  spied my approach ., As I drew near  she
no ted  my d re s s ,  pos tu re ,  and smi l ing  f ace ,  caus ing  he r  to s t a r e
a t  me with  w ide  open eyes  and s t a tue - l i ke  gaze .  Speech f a i l -
ed  bo th  of u s ,  u t t e r l y ,  bu t  for  a s econd  on ly ,  wh i l e  ou r  eyes
remained f i xed .  Wi th  a su rp r i sed  look her  expression changed
v i s ib ly  from a kind o f  t roubled de l igh t  to t ha t  o f  inqui ry  a s
i f  to s ay ,  'who are  you? ’  In s t i nc t i ve ly ,  and unconsc ious ly ,  I
s a id ,  ”Who a re  you and where and when have I s een  you be fo re?”
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A sweet  smi l e  began p laying  abou t  he r  l ips  and a so f t  d imp l ing
o f  t he  cheek  showed my p re sence  and  r ecogn i t i on  had  no t  been
unfavo rab l e .  I con t inued ,  ’ ’Aren ' t  you Anna Mar i e ,  s i s t e r  o f
Joe Nordenbrock?"  She me t  my s t eady ,  powerful eyes  w i thou t  a
b l i nk ,  whereupon I s ensed  the  imposs ib l e  dream of mee t ing  a t
l a s t  t h i s  s ec re t ,  eve r - f l ee t i ng  love i n  pe r son .  She  d id  no t
answer  me bu t  aga in  there  appeared  t ha t  t r ace  o f  coque t t i shnes s
playing  about  her l i p s  a s  i f  to s ay ,  ’How do you know who  l am? '
Wi th  l i t t l e  imag ina t ion ,  I gues sed  he r  t hough t s  by t he  movement
of  he r  eyes  and  the  imp i sh - l i ke  t o s s  o f  her  cu r l s ,  be t ray ing  a
misch ievous  cha rac t e r .  Here was he r  oppor tun i ty  o f  keeping me
in  doubt a s  to  her  i den t i t y  and to no t e  my r eac t ion .  To me i t
appeared to be  a subter fuge  bu t  i t  did have one  advantage,  by
providing oppor tun i ty  fo r  bo th  in  t e s t i ng  ou r  hopes ,  dreams,
and ambi t ions  on  t h i s  uncommon and unplanned occas ion .

At  the s t roke  of the  downbeat of the  two v io l i n s  she
swee t ly  accepted  the  nex t  dance  number and c l ea r ly  imp l i ed  t ha t
t he re  shou ld  be  another  and  ano the r .  Af t e r  a few dance  num-
be r s ,  c r ea t i ng  embarrassment  among the  loca l  count ry  boys ,  we
pas sed  through the  mammoth barn opening ( t he  la rge  barn doo r s
had been pushed  to the s ide ) ,  and found ou r se lves  i n  the  b r igh t
moonl ight  and  s t a r l i t  sky o f  a beau t i fu l  June n igh t .  Meander*
ing  some dozen  s t eps ,  arm in  a rm,  toward no pa r t i cu l a r  p l ace ,
she  s topped  suddenly  w i th  fu l l  pa r t ed  l i p s  and  po in t s  o f  ye l low
l igh t  dancing in  he r  eyes ,  cha t t e r ed  laugh!  ing l .y , ’’How do you
measu re  by  a lgeb ra  the d i s t ance  be tween the s t a r s  and moon?
My b ro the r  to ld  me you had been  the  envy o f  t he  c l a s s  and tha t
no p rob lem in a lgeb ra  was  too d i f f i cu l t  for you to so lve .  ” 1 ,
w i th  a s imi l a r  ease  a t  ban t e r ing ,  responded wi th  t h i s  cha t ty
express ion ,  " I  am sure  anyone who can  enter t he  t h i rd  g rade
a f t e r  being in  school  bu t  one day and to pas s  the  Boxwell Ex-
aminat ion  a t  t he  age  o f  12  shou ld  have no d i f f i cu l ty  in  know-
ing  tha t  t he  s t a r s  a r e  cons t an t ly  winking a t  each  o the r ,  mov-
ing about  fo r  a reason wh i l e  the  moon i s  ou t  to wa tch  t he i r
go ings -on . ”  So the  cha t t e r  and ban te r  began wh ich  ended some
years l a t e r  a s  one  of  the g rea t e s t  romances of  the Cen tu ry .

Th i s  was  the beginning o f  a kind of ch i t - cha t  be tween
us  in the  nex t  two months for we  experienced a few pe r iod i c
personal  b r eak - the - i ce  encoun te r s .  No doub t ,  t h i s  gene ra t ion
might have  the impress ion t ha t  t he se  chance mee t ings  would i n i -
t i a t e  an extraordinary e f for t  on the  par t  of  each  to have many
v i s - a -v i s  banter ing sk i rmishes .  No t  a t  a l l ,  there was no co r -
respondence between us  un t i l  l a t e  November.  I t  i s  t rue  we were
in t e r e s t ed  i n  a t t end ing  soc ia l  ga the r ings ,  wedding dances ,
par i sh  f e s t i va l s  and p l ays ,  a l l  w i th in  a radius  o f  our homes .
Though each an t i c ipa t ed  and hoped for ano the r  chance ou t -o f - the -
b lue  encoun te r .  Two o r  th ree  o f  these  even t s  proved succes s -
fu l l y ,  thereby mot ivat ing bo th  o f  u s  to explore new avenues  of
common in t e r e s t s ;  mus i c ,  s i ng ing ,  and l i t e r a tu re .  I ,  t he  coun-
t ry  teacher  of  twenty ,  the cu lp r i t ,  who in s t i ga t ed  t h i s  love
s to ry ,  p ro fes sed  not  to know how o r  even contempla ted  to woo o r
ivin t h i s  l ady ’ s  hea r t .  I t  was  a f ancy- f ree  commit tment ,  a so r t
o f  admira t ion  on ly ,  wh i l e  t he  t h r ee  avenues appeared to be  vul-
ne rab le  po in t s  of i n t e r e s t  and doors  o f  acces s  to more an t i c i -
pa t ed  p l ea san t r i e s .
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Wor ld  War I had encouraged  composers to wr i t e  many new
love  songs  wh ich  a re  a s  popu la r  today as a t  t he  t ime :  Le t  t heRes t  of  t he  Wor ld  Go By : My Li t t i e  G i r l  : f Ti l l  we Meet Aga in  ;
Keep the  Home F i r e s  Burn ing :  The re ’ s  a Long .  Long '  Trai l  A 'w ind-  ’
i ng  ; and dozens  of  o the r s .  S inging and danc ing ,  and d i scuss ing
these  c r ea t ed  no end o f  fun fo r  t he  two o f  u s ,  thus  occupying
much o f  our t ime  a t  t he se  few unprepared mee t ings .  My l imi t ed
knowledgeable mus i ca l  theory  and  her  i nna t e  mus ica l  t echn ique
and  her unders tanding of  some mus ica l  rudiments  made i t  pos s i -
b l e  to d i s cus s  semi -c lass ica l  songs such  a s :  Sounds from the
Con ven t Chapel  : The Ma iden ' s  P raye r :  Sing Me the  Ib sa ry ;  and
some new mus ica l  compos i t ions  appearing in t he  mus ica l  magazine
The E tude .  Her a l e r tne s s  and  memory were ou t s tand ing  and su r -
pr is ing  to me a s  she quo ted  verses  from wel l -known poems ,  r e -
pea t ing  exact  da t e s  and  even t s  i n  h i s to ry  and expressing wor ld -
wide  geographica l  f ac t s .  Her German jocular  id ioms  p rov ided
much amusement on  these  occas ions ,  bu t  l i t t l e  did I suspec t  a tt he  t ime  tha t  t h i s  young lady had a memory unexcel led w i th  r e -
markab le  men ta l  c apab i l i t i e s .

I t  i s  t rue  t ha t  the  summer vaca t ion  pas sed  fa r  too
rap id ly ,  no doub t ,  a cce l e r a t ed  by  the se  per iodic  mee t ings  of
fun and f ro l i c .  If I remember co r r ec t l y  our l a s t  coming - t o*
ge the r  was  one  evening a t  t he  F t .  Recovery Harves t  Jubi lee  i n
l a t e  Augus t .  Tha t  even ing ,  by  chance ,  I sp ied he r  w i th  her  two
b ro the r s  and  two g i r l s  i n  the  mi l l i ng  group o f  bys t ande r s ,  edg-
ing  t he i r  way between conces s ion  boo ths  t ha t  l i ned  t he  one  mains t r ee t  in t he  v i l l age .  No encouragement  Was needed  for  me to
appear in t he i r  view for w i th in  seconds 1 was  in t roduced  to  theg roup ,  one  g i r l  being a Mis s  IClosterman,  a c lo se  f r iend  of  Anna
Mar i e ' s .  There  i s  l i t t l e  doub t  t ha t  bo th  of u s  were prepared
for  ano the r  gr ipbag o f  h i l a r i ous  o f f - t he -cu f f  unde r s t a t emen t s .
By hook-or-crook we excused ou r se lves .  Leaving the  group we
proceeded in t he  d i r ec t ion  of the Huddle Drugs to re .  Upon my
inv i t a t i on  and sugges t i on ,  an hour of  enjoyment w i th  a banana-
sp l i t ,  was  a covetable f ina le  o f  t he  summer ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .  I t
mus t  be  admi t t ed  tha t  bo th  expressed regre t  and d i sappoin tment ,
for  t h i s  meeting would be  the l a s t  one un t i l  the next  spring or
summer.  My school  would beg in  wi th in  a week o r  two,  the ac t i -
v i t i e s  of  which  and those  of the  pa r i sh  would  confine me to the
a rea  o f  S t .  An thony .  She in turn described he r  work for the
coming yea r ,  t ha t  i s ,  to con t inue  w i th  the high school subjects
under  the guidance  o f  the  s i s t e r s ,  aid them in t each ing ,  a s s i s t
a t  t he  organ and cont inue  her p iano wi th  Mis s  Kunkier .

As  t ime was  running ou t  on us and preparing to l eave  the
s to re ,  she  s a id ,  "A young man,  l i v ing  on a farm ad jacen t  to
ou r s  w i l l  mar ry  a g i r l  a t  S t .  Pe t e r ' s  Church ,  ( a  pa r i sh  near
S t .  An thony) ,  i n  October and  the  wedding wi l l  be  in he r  church
and  the evening dance i s  to be  a t  the  b r ide ' s  home.  I imagine
we wi l l  a t t end  by inv i t a t i on . "  My reply was ins tan tanous  and
wi thou t  de l i be ra t i on ,  "You may f ind  me the re . "  Wi thout  g iv ing
anymore thought  to t h i s  we  en t e r ed  the  s t r ee t ,  spied her groupand a f t e r  a few more qu ips  we a l l  pa r t ed .  They began the i r
homeward journey by ho r se  and ca r r i age  and I on my twin-cy l inder
Excelsor .

The second schoo l  year  began  wi th  a new group o f  f i ve
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beg inne r s ,  i nc rea s ing  the  t o t a l  en ro l lmen t  by  fou r  s ince  one
e igh th -g rade r  had g radua t ed  t he  pas t  year  , a ve ry  i n t e l l i gen t
g i r l ,  Leona Boehm er , She  was  my f i r s t  pup i l  to a t  t end  h igh  school  ,
g r adua t ing  i n  1920  a t  t he  S t .  Henry  High Schoo l .  I nc iden ta l l y ,
she  was  p roud  to r e l a t e  to t he  F ranc i scan  nov ices  in Mi lwaukee ,
he r  chosen  s i s t e rhood ,  t ha t  she had  had  the  pr iv i lege  o f  r iding
on  her  t e ache r ' s  mo to rcyc l e  a few yea r s  ea r l i e r .

The s choo l  year began  the  f i r s t  week  in  Sep tember .  Hav-
ing a s imi l a r  rou t ine  a s  t ha t  of  t he  p rev ious  year s i nce  i t  de-
mons t ra t ed  g rea t e r  ea se  and  e f f i c i ency ,  for  a l l  r ecogn ized  we
were  one  l a rge  f ami ly .  In t ime we p re sen t ed  the u sua l  Thanks-
g iv ing  and  Chr i s tmas  p rog rams  and  competed succes s fu l ly  in the
county  school  spo r t s .

The though t  o f  mee t ing  Anna Mar i e  a t  the  October  wedding
dance con t inued  to cha l l enge  me for  the next  few weeks ,  wh ich
one  might  expec t .  In a s ense  I was  aware o f  a pos s ib l e  r eac -
t ion to t h i s  meet ing by  he r  pa ren t s  who cou ld  be  p re sen t  a t  the
a f f a i r  .

Viewing the  ma t t e r  in  t he  l i gh t  of  he r  age ,  her mother
whom I had no t  me t ,  migh t  ques t i on  t he se  e s t ab l i shed  casua l
su rp r i s e s ,  t hough  innocen t  and p l ea san t .  One o f  the s t r i k ing
mer i t s  o f  ou r  go ing-on  was  the  f ac t  t ha t  my name a t  the  Norden-
brock  home was  a househo ld  one  wh ich  I had l ea rned  during the
summer from ou r  pas t  m ind -bogg l ing ,  nonsens i ca l ,  conve r sa t i ons .

A loca l  coun t ry  newspaper  ca r r i ed  an  i t em o f  t he  coming
wedding a s  we l l  a s  i t s  da t e  and  p l ace .  Throwing a l l  r a t i ona l
ju s t i f i ab l e  r eason ing  to t he  w ind ,  I encroached  upon the  good-
wi l l  o f  t he  son a t  the  farm home to a t t end  the  a f f a i r ,  hoping
thereby tha t  h i s  p r e sence  wou ld  me l low my impa t i en t  de s i r e  fo r
ano the r  t e t e - a - t e t e .  By co inc idence ,  t h i s  son was  known by the
b r ide  and  her  b ro the r s  wh ich  c r ea t ed  a b l end  of  many soc i a l
amen i t i e s  fo r  t he re  were  numerous  i n t roduc t ions  to t hose  i n  the
wedding par ty  and to  members o f  t he  Nordenbrock f ami ly .  In
sp i t e  o f  the hus t l e  and bus t l e  on  the  dance  f loor  we were  ab l e
to inse r t  more of  our nonsensical  qu i zzes  a t  i n t e rva l s ,  much
to our de l i gh t .

Considering a d ream o f  mine, perhaps  an impossible  one
a t  the t ime ,  I jokingly a sked  her i f  I might  wr i t e  her  a l e t t e r
sometime dur ing the  yea r ,  r e l a t i ng  my experiences a t  the school
and church .  Her answer was a t an t a l i z ing  one ,  "The  pos t  o f f i ce
i s  Burke t t sv i l l e ,  bu t  I doubt if you can spe l l  i t . ”

Halloween wi th in  r each  and o the r  ho l idays  punctuat ing
the  end  of  the  yea r ,  I a s sumed a card or l e t t e r  on  gob l ins
would be  in o rde r .  Fo r thwi th ,  I took advantage  of  the ho l iday ,
Ha l loween ,  1916 ,  and wro te  the  f i r s t  l e t t e r  wh ich  con ta ined  a
running h i s to ry  o f  gob l in s  and  wi t ches  and numerous quo ta t i ons
from James Whitcomb R i l ey ’ s  L i t t l e  Orphan Ann ie .

According to he r  da t ed  l e t t e r  she  w i thou t  he s i t ancy
rep l ied  in  a few days  w i th  the  fo l l owing :
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November 4 ,  1916
Dear Fr iend:

Grea t ly  pleased to hear from you . . .You ce r t a in ly  have  the l iber ty  o f  wr i t ing  me .  1 1 i s  unnecessaryfor me to t e l l  you tha t  I sha l l  s ave  your l e t t e r ,  t r easure  i teve r ,  and keep i t  where i t  i s  now,  next to my hea r t . . . .Ce r t a in ly  enjoyed our l a s t  meeting a s  I have a l l  o f  t hem,  hada g lo r ious  t ime ,  wish neve r  to end .  The many mi l e s  between us ,your teaching and  the approaching win t e r Therefore,an occas iona l  l e t t e r  w i l l  be  j u s t  l i ke  seeing you pe r sona l ly .

Marie
* * * * *******************  * * * * * * * * *

There were no pe r sona l  mee t ings  t he  remainder  o f  t heyea r ,  or  fo r  t he  next  n ine  mon ths ,  t ha t  i s ,  un t i l  May 1917 .  Iwas  busy wi th  s choo l  and church  ac t i v i t i e s  and wi th  no means oft r anspo r t a t i on  o the r  than  the  mo to rcyc l e ,  a number  o f  personall e t t e r s  pa s sed  back  and  fo r th  every two or  t h r ee  weeks .
Thanksg iv ing  came and pa  s sed  whi le  Chr i s tmas  had  more  ins tore  fo r  bo th .  Taking the  i n i t i a t i ve  T ma i l ed  he r  a Chr i s t -mas  g i f t ;  the nove l .  G i r l  o f  the L imber lo s t ,  by  Gene S t r a t t onPor t e r .  I t  was the  s to ry  of  t he  love  affair  o f  two youngpeople w i th  the  s e t t i ng  on the  edge o f  a swamp known a s  TheL imber lo s t ,  near the  Indiana and Ohio  S t a t e  L ine .  This areawas  a few mi l e s  to the Wes t ,  ad jacen t  to the school  and churcho f  S t .  Anthony ,  whi le  the s to ry  descr ibed the joys  and sadnesso f  the  young people i n  the i r  ado lescen t  pe r iod .  I a s sumed  i tmight  arouse a degree of  i n t e r e s t  i n  my behalf  s ince  i t  impliedthe presence o f  personal f r i endsh ip .

At tached  to t h i s  lea therbound volume was  a mina tureChr is tmas  card w i th  t h i s  personal  message:  ’What sha l l  Ichoose  for your  Chr i s tmas ,  a l l  f a i r  and sweet  t h ings  I wouldsay ,  the G i f t s  o f  Peace and Happiness  and Love from the  hea r to f  a f r iend .  ’

In a l e t t e r  da t ed  a day l a t e r  came th i s  r ep ly :
December 26 ,  1916

Dear  F r i end :
Received your s ince re  Chr i s tmas  wish  and the  p rec iousg i f t .  G i r l  of  The L imber lo s t .  Glancing through i t s  pages  I amtempted to repea t  the  words  o f  t he  Dreamgir l ,  ” I have muchp lace  in my hea r t  ' t i s  t rue  and I am saving a g r ea t  big p l acefor you . "  My Chris tmas Day has  been an exception from o the ryea r s ,  by be ing  remembered by  so many f r iends  and  the re  was  oneamong them espec ia l ly  dear to me,  i t  being you .  I ha s t en  tosend my hea r t f e l t  t hanks  and ce r t a in ly  accept  your love- token .P l ea se  accep t  my fond wi sh  for a th r i ce  Happy New Yea r .

Your s ,  Mar i e********************************

149



Recapi tu la t ing  the h igh  po in t s  o f  t he  few unpre t en t ious

Jova l i t i e s  and l e t t e r s  t he  pas t  yea r ,  i t  appears  each  o f  u s

d i scovered  i t  had  been  more t han  a f r i end ly  t i t t l e - t a t t l e .

Each had the  oppor tun i ty  of measu r ing  pe r sona l i t i e s ,  t hus  ba l -

ancing likes and d i s l i ke s .  I nd i r ec t l y ,  we experienced through

the avenues  o f  songs ,  mus ic  and l i t e r a tu re ,  p rogress ive ly  , a

des i re  for  more f r iendly  encoun te r s  and wishful  men ta l  sk i r -

mi shes ,  t ha t  had  been a lways  mi ld ,  t o l e r an t ,  and  sympathe t ic  .

For the moment i t  i s  necessary  to r e l a t e  my ac t i v i t i e s

fo r  the remainder o f  the  second year  a t  S t .  Anthony.  Af t e r  the

Chr i s tmas  ho l idays ,  s ince my p r i sh  p r i e s t ,  Fa the r  Mo t he i s ,  wou ld

no longer be  t he  pastor  o f  S t .  Anthony a f t e r  July 1 s t ,  he  be -

came in t e r e s t ed  immedia te ly  i n  my acqui r ing  a school  and par i sh

a t  Sharpsburg (Zenz Ci ty ) ,  by  informing the  pas to r  o f  my qua l i f i -

t ions  and my ava i l ab i l i t y  for  t he  pos i t i on .  In March of  1917 ,

I was  engaged by the  pas to r  and the  s choo l  board  o f  Zenz C i ty

to begin  my services  on July 1 s t  fo r  the year 1917-1918 ,  w i th  a

subs t an t i a l  increase  i n  s a l a ry .  The  salary  for teaching  would

be  $84 per  month for nine mon ths  and a f l a t  s a l a ry  of  $250  per

year  a s  o rgan i s t  and choir  d i r ec to r .

I cont inued my two pos i t i ons ,  o rgan i s t  and t eache r ,  f o r

the  remainder of t he  s choo l  year  a t  S t .  Anthony and found my

musica l  ac t i v i t i e s  as  o rgan is t  and  choir  d i r ec to r  to be  more

cha l l eng ing  than t each ing .  They were  numerous and va r i ed ;

wedding masses ,  services  fo r  fune ra l s ,  and  the t a sk  o f  prepar-

ing a new mass  by  the church choir  fo r  a pa r i sh  son .  Reverend

Henry Fbst  who was  to read h i s  F i r s t  Mass on  June 1 s t .  Father

Pos t  was  a d i s t an t  cous in  o f  mine a s  we l l  as  h i s  t h ree  blood

s i s t e r s ;  C la r a ,  Mary and Anna ,  who had  ded ica t ed  the i r  l i ve s  a s

r e l i g ious -  Even the mo t her  of S i s t e r  Marce l l i ana  ( a  d i s t an t  cou-

s in ) .  was  a n iece  of  my grandmother  E l i zabe th  (S t ach l e r )

Fecher  .

By and l a rge ,  by  continuing a personal i n t e r e s t  in these

ac t iv i t i e s ,  I found an increasing personal  smoothness  w i th  a l l

pa r i sh  members .  Taking a long l a s t  look I am keenly aware t ha t

I ,  a s  a public  servant  to the community,  had inc reased  in s t a -

ture  the two yea r s ,  adding much to the sum to t a l  of community

we l f a r e .  I t  was bu t  a temporary f a rewe l l  to many o ld  f r iends

when leaving in June ; a promise o f  many re turn v i s i t s  in the

fu tu re .

Drawing the cur ta in  temporar i ly ,  and before  re la t ing  the

fu tu re  happenings of our  po t en t i a l  cour t sh ip ,  i t  i s  e s sen t i a l

to have  a knowledge and background of t he  two ances t r a l  fami-

l i e s ,  the progeni tors  of the second principal  cha rac t e r ,  Anna

Marie  Nardenbrock. This  biographical  sketch needs to be  sus -

t a ined ,  h i s to r i ca l l y ,  by  the roo t  underpinnings of the  pa te rna l

and maternal  f ami l i e s ,  who ,  w i th  s imilar  a t t r i bu t e s ;  l eade r -

sh ip ,  ambi t ion ,  a sp i r a t i ons ,  and courage had g rea t l y  i n f lu -

enced the ongoing gene ra t i ons .

The experiences of  t he  Nbrdenbrock- Bergmann and  Moorman

fami l i e s  in the  19 th  Century  were  analogous  to the  two ances -

t r a l  f ami l i e s  described in ear l ie r  chap te r s .  The members o f

each had  been en tangled  i n  per iod ic  tu rbu len t  and  peacefu l
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epochs o f  po l i t i ca l ,  soc ia l ,  and rel igious unrest  in Centra lEurope over which they had had no contro l .

I shal l  a t t empt  to present  the  t runk ,  l imbs ,  and emergingleaves  in the next chapters .
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CHAPTER IV

THE NORDENBROCK-BERGMANN ANCESTRY

There had been  one  grandmother  , known a s  t he  aged cen-
t ena r i an  i n  the  Nordenbrock-Bergmann Family Ances t ry .  A l l
wr i t e r s  have had d i f f i cu l ty  i n  p lac ing  before  i t s  r eade r s  how
a person  ve r i t ab ly  l ived  and moved  a t  the t ime .  Even the
pa in t ed  f i gu re  on a c anvas  w i th  g lowing  co lors  i s  bu t  a co ld
rep re sen t a t i on  for  i t  c anno t  communica te  the v i t a l  spark to
make i t  l i ve  aga in .  Where  sha l l  I beg in?  In sp i t e  of  the  f ac t
t ha t  I had  no oppor tun i ty  in knowing th i s  g randmothe r  pe r son-
a l l y  i n  he r  younger and midd le  yea r s ,  I am ve ry  conscious  t ha t
I had  been  g rea t l y  impres sed  by  he r  pe r seve rance ,  l e ade r sh ip ,
f a i t h ,  b r ave ry ,  and unfad ab l e  s e l f l e s snes s  t ha t  she  demons t r a t ed
in  t he  ten yea r s  t ha t  I l ea rned  to  know he r .  The s to r i e s  o f
he r  l i f e  f rom the  l i p s  o f  her  g r anddaugh te r  who l i ved  wi th  he r
ove r  a pe r iod  o f  more t han  20  yea r s  had c r ea t ed  my in t e r e s t  i n
l ea rn ing  more o f  he r  ances t ry ,  o f  he r  ch i ldhood ,  of  he r  g i r l -
hood ,  and fami ly  exper iences  i n  Europe .

No h i s to r i an  could p rov ide  more  b r i l l i an t  accoun t s  o f  he r
ac t i v i t i e s ,  o f  her joys  and  so r rows ,  of succes se s  and f ru s t r a -
t i ons  than  the  l i v ing  s to r i e s  t ha t  she  had r e l a t ed .  She  ac -
cep t ed  a l l  he r  ha rdsh ip  w i th  pa t i en t  and  enduring r e s igna t ion
which  had been  d i sp l ayed  by  he r  accompl i shmen t s .  Ihe cen t e r  o f
a t t en t ion  i n  in t roduc ing  th i s  ances t ry  mus t  i nva r i ab ly  focus  on
he r  pe r son ,

According to h i s to r i ca l  r eco rds ,  o ld  S t .  Andreas Kirche
(S t .  Andrew ' s  Church ) ,  had been bu i l t  in  1728  on the  spot o f  an
o r ig ina l  smal l  chape l ,  e r ec t ed  by miss ionar ies  i n  814 in  the
wi lde rnes s  on  Mt .  Crappendorf ,  a promonotory  o f  l and  s l i gh t ly
higher  than the  surrounding coun t ry .  Char les  The Great  had
been  crowned Emperor  o f  t he  Holy Roman Empire in 800 by Pope
Leo Hi  a t  S t .  Pe t e r ' s ,  Rome,  and by  d i r ec t  r eques t  of t he
Papacy Char l e s  had been a sked  to Chr i s t i an i ze  t h i s  newly e s t ab -
l i shed  t e r r i t o ry  of  F rance ,  (Gau l ) ,  Germany,  and I t a ly .

Mt .  Crappendorf and the  surrounding country were  a pa r t
o f  t he  Anc ien t  Teu tobe rge r  Wald  and  was  covered w i th  huge Nor -
way  spruce and f i r s .  H i s to r i ca l  records  s t a t e  t ha t  a t  the  t ime
i t  she l t e r ed  wo lves ,  bea r s ,  w i ld  boa r s ,  and d roves  o f  untamed
hor se s ,  t hus  provid ing  exce l l en t  hun t ing  g rounds  for  t he  Dukes
and  Lords o f  t he  Grand-Dukedom of  O ldenburg .  On the  border  o f
th i s  hun t ing  p re se rve ,  abou t  t h i r t y  mi l e s  to t he  Sou th ,  was  the
sma l l  v i l l age  o f  e Jesnabruck  in  wh ich  domici led  a minor  Duke
who was  sub j ec t  to  t he  Grand  Duchy o f  O ldenburg .  m the  yea r s
f rom 800 to 1200 ,  peop le  from tne  Ne the r l ands  and  Teutonic
t r i be s  f rom the  Eas t  and  Wes t  had  moved in to  t h i s  a r ea .  Due to
r e l i g ious ,  soc i a l  and  economic advan tages  many f ami l i e s  s e t t l -
ed  sma l l  v i l l ages  o f  Cloppenburg,  Crappendor f ,  Bope l ,  and
o the r s .  The l anguage  of  t he  i nhab i t an t s  of  t he se  do r f s  t oday
cons i s t s  of t he  ve rnacu la r  similar to  t ha t  o f  100  yea r s  ago ,
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t ha t  i s ,  a combinat ion o f  German and  Dutch id ioma t i c  ph ra se s .

Wi th  the  i n f lux  o f  more and more  famil ies  in to  this  mi s -
s ionary  t e r r i to ry  a sma l l  tower - l ike  church wi th  a smal l  en -
trance and h igh  gun  p l acemen t s  was  bu i l t  i n  1200 to p rov ide
for  r e l i g ious  services  a s  we l l  a s  a fo r t i f i ca t ion  for the de-
fense  o f  the  v i l l age  o f  Cloppenburg aga ins t  sk i rmishes  f rom
neighboring groups ,  The o r ig ina l  foundat ion  of t h i s  o ld  tower
wi th  some en l a rgemen t  p rov ided  the foot ing  o f  t he  p re sen t  mas -
s ive  church s t ruc tu re ,  bu i l t  i n  1728 .

My des i r e  t o  l ea rn  of  t he  cus toms ,  env i ronmen t ,  and re -
l i g ious  cond i t i ons  confront ing  the  ances t r a l  f ami ly  of  Anna
El i zabe th  Bergmann,  t he  Cen tena r i an ,  increased  wi th  t he  pas s -
ing  yea r s  of  contac t  w i th  t h i s  un ique  pe r sona l i t y .  Ib i s  i n -
t e r e s t  had been  g rea t l y  augmented by  the  accoun t s ,  na r r a t ed  by
the  members o f  the  1 s t  and  2nd  gene ra t i ons  w i th  whom she had
lived for  more than 40  yea r s .  Paradoxica l ly ,  I neg l ec t ed  to
explore t h i s  a r ea  i n  the ha l f -dozen  t r i p s  t o  Europe from 1960
to 1970 .  No doub t ,  t h i s  was  due  to the f ac t  t ha t  o ther  ances-
t r a l  regions were  more sea rchab le  a t  t he  t ime .  P rog re s s ive ly ,
a s  I accumulated informat ion fo r  the  b iog raph ica l  ske tches  o f
the  o the r  ances to r s ,  i t  became impera t ive  t ha t  a r esea rch  mus t
be  made to support o f f i c i a l  immigra t ion  documen t s ,  bap t i sma l
records  and the  off ic ia l  army d i scha rge  papers  of  her  husband
which were in t he  possess ion  o f  the f ami ly .

Without  exaggerat ion,  I mus t  admi t  t ha t  my journey to
upper Northern Germany, Oldenburg,  ad jacent  t o  the Dutch bor -
de r ,  was  a mos t  f asc ina t ing  one and the  mos t  f ru i t fu l  of  a l l
my ances t ra l  research  i n  Europe .

Armed wi th  reproduced copies o f  the o ld  documents  of the
members o f  the  Nordenbrock-Bergmann ances t ry ,  I approached the
l i t t l e  v i l l age  o f  Cloppenburg,  Recognizing the o ld  chu rch ,
accord ing ly ,  I wended my steps toward the pas to r ’ s  r e s idence .
Upon my knock I me t  h im,  Fr  . Alphonse  Hurtling, a t  the f ron t
door and expressed in German my purpose in learning more  abou t
the  Nordenbrock-Bergmann f ami l i e s .  S imu l t aneous ly ,  I handed
him the  reproduced o f f i c i a l  documents for  h i s  examinat ion.
With in  s econds ,  I was  i nv i t ed  to en te r  w i th  h i s  welcome broken
Eng l i sh ,  "These  papers  a re  impres s ive ,  do come in and  we  wi l l
examine the o ld  pa r i sh  r eco rd  books o f  1800 . "  In two hours of
conversa t ion  and in examining the  books  on bap t i sms  and marr i -
ages  we loca ted  the en t r i e s  o f  bap t i sm of Joseph M. Norden-
b rock ,  husband,  and Anna E l i zabe th  Bergmann,  w i f e ,  a s  we l l  a s
the i r  mar r i age  i n  1855 .

ti
Joseph M. Nordenbrock,  son o f  Carl and Gesina (Oetmann)

Nordenbrock was  born in B&pel ,  a v i l l age  10 mi les  from Clop-
penburg,  December 28 ,  1821 .  The Godparents  we re  John Oe tmann ,
brother  of the mother  and  Marga re tha  Nordenbrock, s i s t e r  o f
the f a the r .  Searching the book of mar r iages  we found tha t
Margaretha Nbrdenborck married John Weichmann in  1825 ,  the re -
a f t e r  known a s  Margare tha  Weichmann. The bap t i smal  en t ry  o f
Anna El izabeth r ead ,  Anna El izabeth Bergmann, born June 27 ,
1829 ,  daughter o f  Theodore and Anna Marie (Weichmann j Bergmann
of  Cloppenburg and was  bap t i zed  the day after  her  b i r t h  in the
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presence  o f  the Godparents ,  Tbbias Bergmann I I ,  brother  o f  the
fa the r  and  Margaretha  (Nordenbrock) Weichmann,  s is ter- in- law of
the  mo the r .

The en t ry  in the  mar r i age  book s t a t ed  t ha t  Joseph Norden-
b rock  and Anna E l i zabe th  Bergmann were  married in S t .  Andrew ' s
Kirche i n  1855 ,  wi tnessed  by  Henry Nordenbrock, b ro the r  o f  the
g room,  and Dorothea Bergmann,  s i s te r  o f  the b r ide .

I t  i s  log ica l  and no t  surpr i s ing ,  to find Margaretha to
have been the  Godmother o f  the  two individuals who later  be -
came husband and wi f e ,  Joseph and El izabeth  Nordenbrock. These
two could have known each o ther  in chi ldhood bu t  due to d i f -
ferences  i n  ages ,  t h i s  knolwedge and  recogni t ion  of  each o the r
had been lo s t  ove r  the per iod o f  yea r s .  His induc t ion  into the
army of the  Duke o f  Oldenburg caused further d i f f icul ty  in
losing each o the r ' s  i den t i t y  in the  intervening years.

Equa l ly  revealing to me was the pas to r ' s  response to my
ques t ion ,  "Are there  any members o f  t he  Nordenbrock-Bergmann
fami l ies  i n  the  area today?" His immediate r ep ly ,  "Yes I the
f i f t h  genera t ion  of  the f ami ly ,  Henry Bergmann and family  are
living on  the o r ig ina l  20 hectares  wiich belonged o r ig ina l ly  to
the  ances t r a l  f ami ly  i n  1700 .  In s t i nc t i ve ly ,  my re sponse ,  " I
would be happy to meet  them and no t e  i f  there i s  a relationship
wi th  the Centenarian Grandmother,  Anna El izabeth Nordenbrock,
who wi th  her  parents  journeyed to America in 1865 . "  "We wil l
wa lk  to the  homes tead  in a few minu te s  af ter  a t rea t  to t e a  and
some b i scu i t s , "  was  h i s  r ep ly .

Wi th in  15 minutes  we s t a r t ed  ac ros s  a grassy-lane in the
d i r ec t i on  o f  a home,  a typical German homestead o f  a medium-
s i zed  Normandy s t ruc tu red  ba rn  of  beams ,  i n t e r tw ined  wi th  b r i ck
and s tones .  At tached to i t  Was a modern house o f  15 to 20  yea r s
o f  wea the r ing .

A d i s t ance  o f  200 yards brought u s  to a wooden farm ga t e ,
which  when opened a l l owed  us  to en te r  a small g rass -g reen  mea-
dow wi th  some ch ickens ,  a ho r se  and a half-dozen sheep,  g r az ing .

As we approached the barn a surprising kind o f  pho to -
drama appeared. Yes ,  stamped oti the  front  hor izonta l  beam in
eight- inch burned l e t t e r s  were  t he se  words ,  'Tobias  Bergmann
and Anna Marie Deeken ,  1813 . '  {The  grandparents of  the Cente-
na r i an ,  Anna El izabe th  Nordenbrock.)  This was  an incredible
scene ,  a kind o f  scene such stuff  a s  dreams are made o f .  Cer-
t a in ly ,  th i s  verif ied the  g randmothe r ' s  nar ra t ive  of her  and
s i s t e r  Doro thea ’ s  ea r ly  chi ldhood days t ha t  had been  spent  w i th
thei r  parents  and grandparents ,  Tobias and Anna bbrie, i n  the
o ld  1813 home. Her ear ly  description of  this  combination barn-
l ike structure of  l iv ing qua r t e r s  in the front  and an animal
she l t e r  i n  the rear was  the completion of my dream, i ndeed .

We were  me t  a t  the r ea r  o f  the house ,  adjacent  to the
ba rn ,  by a t eenage  g i r l ,  Karola  Bergmann, daughter  of  the owner .
F r .  Kuhling in t roduced  me a s  a r e l a t i ve  from America who was  in-
t e r e s t ed  in learning about t he  ancestry  o f  t hose  who came from
Cloppenburg about 1860 .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,  she spoke and understood
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the  Engl ish  l anguage  we l l ,  a ve ry  advantageous p lus  for me when
I expla ined my mission to he r .  Again  the re  was  a r epe t i t i on  of
warmth ,  f r i endsh ip ,  and con f idence ,  demons t ra ted  by her  and  her
f a the r ,  s imi lar  to t ha t  o f  the pas to r  upon my in t roduc t ion .

The next  two to th ree  hour s  o f  German and Engl ish  conver-
sa t i on  that ensued between us  revealed a mine o f  incredible
d i sc lo su re s .  This was  supported by o ld  worn German documents
o f  bap t i sms ,  mar r i ages ,  immigrat ion pape r s ,  and the  army d i s -
charge papers o f  the f ami ly  h i s to ry  of  the descendan t s  of  Tobias
and Anna Marie Deeken a f t e r  1800 .  The sheaf o f  thumbed, s l igh t -
l y  dog-eared and crinkled shee t s  found in the me ta l  f ami ly  f i l e
were proudly displayed to me by Henry and h i s  daugh te r ,  Karo l a ,
t ha t  a f t e rnoon .  I t  was  ea sy  for  me to turn t he  t h in  shee t s  a s
I r ead  and examined them,  one  by one .  But how can one  p i c tu re
the  hopes ,  a sp i r a t i ons ,  and an t i c ipa t i ons  o f  one  who had  l i ved
to, be  a hundred yea r s ,  25  o f  which had been spent  in t h i s  su r -
round ing ,  sandwiching a number o f  yea r s  o f  p r iva t i ons ,  s i ckness
and dea ths  o f  loved ones on the high sea  in a sa i l ing  ves se l ,
and another  60 or  more years  i n  Amer ica?

In examining the ea r ly  h i s to ry  of the o r ig in  o f  the  f am-
i ly  I found  the  ances t r a l  t r iba l  f ami ly  had  migra ted  in to  t h i s
v i c in i t y  be tween 1600 to 1700 .  By 1700 a recording o f  owner -
ship  had been made in t he  Deed  Book o f  Records  of 20  hec t a r e s ,
loca ted  on  a berg about 300 yards  f rom a chu rch ,  in the  name o f
Bergmann .  No doub t ,  the  name Bergmann had  been der ived  from
the express ion ,  'Mann von Be rg . ’  (Man from Hi l l . )  I t  i s  to be
no ted  t ha t  f rom the  ea r l i e s t  t imes  t he  German law o f  inher i t ance
s t i pu l a t ed  t ha t  the  e ldes t  son upon h i s  mar r i age ,  would i nhe r i t
the  homes tead  in  ' to to w i th  a de t a i l ed  provision for  the support
o f  the pa ren t s  un t i l  thei r  dea th s .

When Tobias ,  born in 1770 ,  ( t he  e ldes t )  marr ied  Anna
Maria Deeken born  i n  1772 ,  a t  Crappendorf i n  1794 ,  they inher-
i t ed  the home and 20 hec ta res  which  was  supported by a recorded
deed ,  dated 1794 ,  in the f i l e .

Their f i r s t  son Theodore was  born  in 1796 ,  .and four years
l a t e r ,  1800, a second son Tobias II was  bo rn .  A par t ly  ob -
l i t e r a t ed  German-scr ipt  paper descr ibed the cons t ruc t ion  o f  the
combination house  and bam,  bu i l t  in  1813 .  Theodore,  t he  17
year  o ld  was in a pos i t i on  to he lp  h i s  f a the r  i n  i t s  e rec t ion
whi l e  Ibbias I I ,  age 14 ,  f i l l ed  and cemented bricks and s tones
between the lower beams.

According to an o ld  cance l l ed  deed  of 1820 ,  Theodore had
inhe r i t ed  the home upon h i s  marr iage to Anna Mar i e  Weichmann
bu t  a t t ached  to i t  was  a second deed of  ownership  which t rans-
fer red  the homes tead  to the second son ,  Tobias  I I  in 1865 .  The
reader  a t  t h i s  time can specu la te  upon the why and wherefore  o f
th i s  t r ans fe r  bu t  w i l l  learn more of  t h i s  unusua l  procedure  a s
our story p rog re s se s .

Examining the  f ami ly  h i s to ry  on the f i r s t  faded pages ,
wr i t t en  i n  a d i s t i nc t  German sc r ip t ,  I judge  i t  mus t  have  been
wr i t t en ,  by  t he  grandfa ther  Tobias which  included a b r i e f  h i s -
tory o f  the ea r ly  childhood and teenage years  o f  the two
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granddaugh te r s ,  Dorothea  and  he r  s i s t e r  Anna E l i zabe th  in regard
to the i r  spi r i t  and  spark le  a s  spent i n  the shadows of  the
grandparents .  According to a badly faded daguerreotype of  the
fami ly ,  ( th is  photo process began about 1829) ,  taken about t he
year 1840  o r  l a t e r ,  Anna Elizabeth as a g i r l  of  10 or more
yea r s ,  and  he r  s i s t e r  Doro thea ,  a few yea r s  younger ,  appeared
to have  b r igh t  sunny f aces  and  cu r ly  b lond  ha i r ,  bo th  r ad i a t i ng
sprightly d i spos i t i ons .  I t  i s  l i ke ly  t ha t  in the next  ten o r
more  years  more f lower- l ike  swee tnes s ,  cha rm,  and grace  had  been
added .  I t  was about 1850 i n  t he  young womanhood days  of  the
two g i r l s  t ha t  bo th  o f  the g randpa ren t s  died and were buried i n
the  cemetery a t  Cloppenburg.

A second f aded ,  rumpled page  o f  contrasting s c r ip t ,  wr i t -
ten e i t he r  by  the  father  o r  mo the r ,  provided a knowledge of
Anna E l i zabe th ' s  hand sewing and s t i t ch ing  of her  acceso r i e s ,
the  beau ty  o f  which must  have been in  competi t ion w i th  those  o f
o the r  a s soc i a t e s .  The da in ty  ruff le  on  the face o f  her  bonne t
and tr im frock had  to be  different from those  o f  o the r  v i l l age
g i r l s  since she  was  now 20  years  o f  age .

Ce r t a in ly ,  much more s a t i s f ac t i on  and informat ion was
learned concerning th i s  young lady when turning a few more
pages  as the i r  con ten t s  were  o f  more immediate personal i n t e r -
e s t  to me .  I t  was the s tory  which she  r e l a t ed  to me in German
in  1920  o f  the ga l a  a f f a i r  when the Minor Duke and  h i s  wi fe  o f
<?esnabruck v i s i t ed  the l i t t l e  v i l l age  of  Cloppenburg.

I t  was the  summer of  1849 when the Duke,  his  w i fe ,  and
two young children toured the smal l  v i l l age ,  ( t he  g randmothe r ' s
ve r s ion -  a wea l thy  f ami ly ) .  Th i s  be ing  an unusua l  occas ion ,  an
uncommon happening wh ich  brought  t he  v i l l age r s ,  inc lud ing  Anna
El i zabe th ,  age  20 ,  to the  vi l lage square to do them honor .  A
s t r ange r  o r  a passerby ,  unconscious ly ,  would not ice  th i s  med-
ium-he igh t ,  r a the r  s lender young lady with the da in ty  bonnet
and  respec t fu l  f rock .

Upon a sign to the coachman,  the carr iage  stopped near
her  and the wife  addressed her pe r sona l ly .  The inc iden t  c re -
a t ed  a p l ea sed  expression and a shy  one which brought  a g lowing
b loom of b lu sh  on he r  cheeks .  Learning more abou t  her  cha rac -
t e r ,  abi l i ty and t rustworthiness  t he  family expressed the  w i sh
a few days l a t e r ,  to have  her a s  the governess for their two
schoo l -age  children if she wou ld  l ive  w i th  them in thei r  pa l a -
t i a l  home in ttesnabruck. This was  a g r ea t  opportunity fo r  her
to add to her  l im i t ed  educa t ion  and  to acqu i r e  a cu l tu r e  f a r
beyond tha t  o f  the  rura l  a r ea .

She was pr ivi leged to accompany the  children to the homes
of the tutors  and be present  a t  their c lasses .  Wi thout  ques -
tion, t he se  experiences broadened her ear ly  e lementary  school -
ing and gave  her  a background and t ra ining for  t he  teaching of
German emigrant children i n  America i n  1870 .  Being a s soc i a t ed
wi th  a weal thy family,  she had many opportunities i n  visi t ing
the  l a rge  c i ty  of Muens te r  wi th  i t s  pa l a t i a l  and government
bu i ld ings ,  to worship in the g rea t  Cathedral  Dome and to a t t end
soc i a l  func t ions  wi th  t h i s  Minor Duke  and Duchess a s  the gover -
nes s  of the childrenjWhen inv i ted .
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I t  was  a t  a mi l i t a ry  affair  in the i r  home in Oesnabruck
in  1854 ,  where she me t  he r  future  husband,  Joseph Nordenbrock,
he being a member of  the mi l i t a ry  mus i ca l  o rgan iza t ion  tha t
en te r t a ined  the group.

We had learned ear l ie r  tha t  Joseph had been born i n
Bopel , a v i l l age  nea r  Cloppenburg, and having s tudied mus i c
for  more  than ten yea r s ,  became very accomplished wi th  the
v io l in ,  t hus ,  was  a s s igned  to t he  mi l i t a ry  mus i ca l  corps upon
enter ing mi l i t a ry  s e rv i ce  i n  1853-  A t  h i s  age  of 44 years  h i s
mi l i t a ry  discharge pape r s  descr ibed h im a s  fo l l ows :  f i ve  f ee t ,
e l even  inches  t a l l ;  handsome wi th  e rec t  s t a tu re ;  b lue  eyes ,
b lond  eyebrows and  ha i r ;  a f i rm we l l - cu t  mou th ,  h igh l igh ted
by a c lean shaven l i p  and ch in .  There was  a ref inement  o f  brow
and nos t r i l s  which gave  an expression o f  proud t enac i ty ,
s l an t ed  to cou rage .

In the evening of  t h i s  mus i ca l  en t e r t a inmen t  she d re s sed
he r se l f  w i th  much p repa ra t ion  for  she  was  t o  be  p re sen t  w i th
the  two chi ldren and  the re  would  be  a number of  young so ld ie r s
a t t end ing  the mi l i t a ry  a f f a i r .  Her ga rmen t s  were  modes t  w i th
no b r igh t  t r app ings .  Neve r  had  he r  c lo thes  been  be t t e r
f a sh ioned  o r  worn wi th  be t t e r  g r ace .  She was  i n  a l l  b l ack
f rom he r  bonne t  - r ibboned ,  down to her  pe r t  shoes ,  a l l  ve ry
sweet  and simple w i thou t  a l i ne  of ornament  for  she  he r se l f
adorned  i t .  There was  no a t t empt  a t  f ine ry  o r  smar tnes s .

As  she  looked and  l i s t ened  to the mus i c ,  by  some s t r ange
chance ,  her  gaze  f e l l  on  one  f ace ,  t he  v io l i n i s t ,  and the i r
eyes me t .  Where and when had she  seen a f ace  o f  s imilar  f ea -
tu re s?  I t  reminded her  o f  a l ikeness  of  someone of yea r s  gone
by .  Could he be one of kinship,  o r  f r iendship ,  o r  j u s t  a
f l oa t i ng  imagery? For a second she  looked a t  h im,  her  own
countenance  did not  qua i l  and s imu l t aneous ly  ne i t he r  d id  h i s ,
bu t  h i s  eyes f e l l  g r adua l ly  to the mus ica l  score  and when he
ra i sed  them again she  had ave r t ed  her  f ace .  That  n igh t ,  and
days  t he rea f t e r ,  she a l lowed he r se l f  to th ink o f  him of ten
and  t r i ed  to r eca l l  h i s  eyes  and h i s  f a in t  smile for the hun-
d red th  t ime .  Speculat ing on the  when and where in the  dim
pas t  i f  they had  met if a t  a l l ,  and would they mee t  aga in ,  i f
ever .

I t  was  Joseph who planned a chance mee t ing  w i th  her  aga in
and  wi th  t he  a id  o f  the  Duke a p r iva t e  mus i ca l  a f fa i r  hadbeen
a r r anged  in  h i s  home a s  he was  a lover  of  good  mus ic  and t he
v io l in  was  h i s  cho ice .  She  had been inv i t ed  in advance  by the
Duchess  who a l so  gave  he r  a knowledge of t he  v io l i n i s t ’ s  i n -
t e r e s t  in meet ing  he r .

That  evening a s  she  en te red  from the adjoining room,  he
was  s t ruck  by  he r  modes ty  and her  g r ace fu l  wa lk .  She ,  t ouch -
ing her sk i r t  o f  wh i t e  ( r a the r  than holding i t )  w i th  her  l e f t
hand and  bea r ing  a red  ro se  in her r i gh t  hand,  made a cou r t l y
bow.  One might  say t h i s  was  more  o f  pr ide  than humi l i t y ,  ex-
tending her hand  she bade h im we lcome .  Af t e r  a shor t  r ec i t a l
in t he  music  room, the Duke and  Duchess  excused themselves  and
the  young couple found themselves  a lone .
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Obvious ly ,  t he i r  i n i t i a l  conversat ion was  a cou r se  l ead -
ing to the r iddle  of  iden t i f i ca t ion .  Could they f i nd  any com-
mon exper iences  of days gone-by? The names o f  Nordenbrock and
Weichmann aroused immediate recognit ion of ear ly  f ami ly  a s soc i -
a t i ons .  The p r imary  focus  o f  d iscuss ion  was  the name o f  Mar-
ga re tha  (Nordenbrock)  Weichman . Bo th  rea l ized she had been
the Godmother of e ach .

Margaretha,  being the s i s t e r  o f  h i s  fa ther  was  h i s  aunt ,
bu t  paradoxically,  she was a l so  her  aunt s ince she had married
the brother  o f  her  mo the r .  This  surprising and a t t rac t ive
story ca l l ed  for more family exp lora t ions .  She  remembered him
vaguely  a s  a boy of 15 years  with a tangle  o f  l igh t  colored
ha i r  falling over h i s  forehead,  w i th  l a rge  pale blue eyes .  H i s
arms and l egs  th in  and h i s  t rousers  cu t  short a t  the kneewhich
added to his  spindly l egs .  How could  th is  be  the same young
man now 33 yea r s  o ld ,  she mused .  What picture did he have of
he r  a s  a g i r l  of 6 o r  7 years  old? Nothing l e s s  than a sunny
face ,  topped wi th  auburn to reddish ha i r  tha t  tended to cu r l ,
wh ich  accentuated  a kind of g low.  As  i t  turned ou t  each r e -
la ted their  experiences of the  pas t  yea r s .  The h igh  points  of
h i s  was  h i s  experiences a t  t he  v io l in  while t ha t  o f  hers  was
the  pr iv i lege  o f  living in an atmosphere that  added to her
knowledge and cu l tu re .  The pic ture  t ha t  emerged was  one o f
romance which ended in  a mi l i tary  wedding a year  l a t e r .

A mi l i t a ry  wedding had been  planned shor t ly  before  h i s
applying for  an army discharge which he  ant ic ipated in 1855 ,
bu t  which was  no t  r ea l i zed .  In sp i te  o f  th i s  discouragement
the wedding was  celebrated in S t .  Andrew ' s  Kirche in Cloppen-
burg and a t t ended  by  the cou r t l y  couple and the  two ch i ld r en .
Af te r  the wedding,  Anna El izabeth  re turned to  t he  ances t r a l
home wi th  her paren ts  while  Joseph,  s t i l l  in  t he  army,  l i s t ed
his  home a s  t ha t  of  E l i zabe th ' s  a t  Cloppenbrug . The family
had an  o f f i c ia l  document o f  immigration to Amer ica ,  da ted  1856 ,
bu t  no t  ob ta in ing  a mi l i t a ry  d i scharge  f rom the  s e rv i ce  o f  t he
Grand Duke of Oldenburg a t  the  time, the family remained in
Germany. Upon advice o f  the Minor Duke of  Oesnabruck, who
as su red  him o f  many pr iv i leges ,  he remained in the army for
another nine years ,  July 1865 .

As a young b r ide ,  Anna Elizabeth had an inexhaustible
good nature ,  unlimited f a i t h ,  cheerfulness which secured fo r
he r se l f  an immovable p l ace  in the household a f f ec t i ons .  She
soon became the center  o f  the homestead and the house  took on
many changes w i th  a ga in  i n  cheer fu lness .  As  t he  seasons  and
years  wore away,  more and more flowers,  po t t ed  p l an t s  and
branches  o f  flowering shrubs surrounded the combination house
and barn .  She ,  w i th  a d i s t inc t  ladyl ike  touch o f  f lowers ,
shrubs and t rees  emphasized the en t rance  to the house,  there-
by  screening the  rear  s t ruc ture ,  the bam sec t ion .

El izabeth  w i th  he r  s is ter  Doro thea ,  ( f ive  years younger )
f a the r ,  and mother  c rea ted  an  idea l  home for the rear ing  o f
her ch i ld ren .  Within the next ten years  four chi ldren were
born to Joseph and El izabe th :  Mary -1857 ,  Joh anna -1 85 8 , Anton-
1860 and Gerhard-1864.  Al l  were born in the  ances t ra l  home of
he r  paren ts  and lived there until a l l  emigrated to America i n
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1865

Po l i t i c a l ,  economic and r e l i g ious  c louds  were becoming
darker and darker  upon the  European hor izon  a f t e r  the  midd le  o f
the  19 th  Century .  The German s t a t e s ,  bo th  l a rge  and sma l l ,  had
been  absorbed by  a more  powerful confede racy ,  The t e r r i t o ry  of
Northern Germany was  now a pa r t  of  Hanover and many of t he
feuda l  p r iv i l eges  o f  t he  dukes  were  eventual ly  abo l i shed .  The
yea r s  from 1845  to 1870  were  known a s  the  'Yea r s  o f  Revo lu -
t i on ,  ' i n  Cen t r a l  Eu rope .  The  s to rm cen te r s  were  Aus t r i a  and
Prus s i a ,  i n i t i a t ed  by  the  people  and  d i r ec t ed  by  unscrupulous
l eade r s .  P rus s i a  ga in ing  f i na l  con t ro l  o f  t he  German S ta t e s
and  becoming independent  o f  Aus t r i a  w i th in  t he  nex t  two de -
cades ,  brought  Bismarck  a s  Chance l lo r  o f  the  German Empire
under  Emperor Wi l l i am.  It was  B i smarck  s ’B lood  and  I ron 11 ad -
min i s t r a t i on  t ha t  b rough t  l eade r sh ip  to P rus s i a  by  de fea t ing
Aus t r i a  and F rance  i n  1870 .

Conf ron ted  w i th  these  unse t t l ed  cond i t i ons ,  Joseph and
Anna E l i zabe th  wi th  t he  fu l l  consen t  o f  her  pa ren t s  dec ided  to
go  to Amer i ca  upon h i s  mi l i t a ry  discharge i n  1865 .  Ea r l i e r ,
he r  s i s t e r  Doro thea  mar r i ed  Henry Timmerman and had gone  to
the  new Wor ld  and loca ted  i n  Cincinnat i  and l a t e r  to sou thern
Mercer  Coun ty .

E l i zabe th  w i th  the  a id  o f  he r  f a the r  appl ied fo r  emig ra -
t ion  papers  a t  t he  o f f i ce  i n  Cloppenburg for t he  four  ch i ld r en ,
he r  parents  and fo r  he r se l f ,  a l l  signed by  Herr  N iemol l e r ,  t he
Di rec to r ,  On July  6 ,  1865 .  Being in  the  mi l i t a ry ,  Jo seph ' s
d i s cha rge  and  pas spo r t  we re  s igned by  an o f f i ce r  of  the Grand
Duchy a t  Oldenburg on July 12 ,  1865 .  His document s t a t ed  he
was  now f ree  and  unhindered  to go to Amer ica  by  way o f  Bremen
Harbor t o  Cinc inna t i  and would  be  en t i t l ed  to  a s s i s t ance  i f
any d i f f i cu l t i e s  shou ld  a r i s e  on  the  t r i p .

Her pa ren t s ,  a s  we l l  a s  her husband and the four  ch i l -
dren were  wor r ied  on taking th i s  g igan t i c  move bu t  E l i zabe th
assured  a l l  t ha t  cond i t i ons  wou ld  be  be t t e r  in t he  New Wor ld
and the re  wou ld  be  more f reedom of a c t i on ,  of  worship  and of
g rea t e r  oppor tun i t i e s .  According to  the  faded  f ami ly  r eco rds
the  ownership and  wr i t t en  t r ans fe r  of  t he  homes t ead  was  deeded
to h i s  b ro the r  and  h i s  w i f e .  Thus ,  Tobia I I ,  and his  w i f e ,
Chr i s t i na ,  were  a s su red  by the  b ro the r  t ha t  t he  homes tead  and
the  o r ig ina l  1813  s t ruc tu re  wou ld  be  t he i r  ’ s  and remain i n  the
fami ly  o f  Bergmann .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,  f u tu re  gene ra t i ons  and de -
scendan t s  of t he se  two b ro the r s  can po in t  w i th  p r ide  to  t h i s
accompl i shed  deed  o f  much love  and  a f f ec t i on .  The o r ig ina l
1813 bu i ld ing  had been a l t e r ed  . A new house  w i th  modern
conven iences  had  been e r ec t ed  by Henry Be rgmann ,  a d i r ec t  de -
scendant  o f  Tbbis  I I ,  who now l i ve s  there  w i th  h i s  wi fe  and
th ree  chi ldren;  Ib sa ,  A lbe r t  and  Karo l a .

For E l i zabe th ,  he r  husband ,  the  four ch i ld r en  and her
pa ren t s ,  a t o t a l  of  e igh t  which  included the  n ine-month  o ld
baby ,  t he  t r i p  to America  was ,  indeed a courageous under taking .
'There mus t  have been  many  doub t s  in t he i r  minds a s  to the fu-
tu re .  Would there  be s i cknes s ,  hunge r ,  poverty o r  wan t?  She
dared  no t  have  t he se  dreadful  doub t s ,  now tha t  they  were
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f inanc ia l ly  ab l e  to take  t h i s  Journey .  Nei ther  we re  they l im-
i t ed  for  summer and win t e r  apparel  nor amounts  o f  bed covers
of  homespun f l ax .  They carr ied  w i th  them many family keepsakes
and a few pieces of  fu rn i tu re :  a baby c r ib ,  a family wa lnu t
bed  and the v io l i n  o f  Jb seph .  According to the g randmothe r ’ s
accoun t ,  he was  a t rained v io l i n s t  and because  o f  h i s  dis t in-gu i shed  se rv i ce  o f  twelve years  in t he  Army, the  Minor Duke p re -
sen ted  him with a v io l in  o f  d i s t inc t ion  and qua l i t y .  Inci -
den t a l l y ,  i he  supposed va luable  viol in was  l o s t  to the  family
fo r  near ly  100  yea r s  and  throughout  t ha t  per iod t he  f ami ly
members  declared i t  to  be  very va luab le  and  s imi l a r  to aS t r ad -
iva r iu s .  The grandmother ,  merely r e l a t ed  t ha t  i t  was  one of
the  mos t  va luab le  a t  the t ime  according to t he  Duke ’ s  ve r s ion .
Fo r tuna t e ly ,  i t  became lo s t  a f t e r  t he  family had  es t ab l i shed
the  homes t ead  in America which occas ioned  me to focus  my a t -
t en t ion  o f  i t s  whe reabou t s  in the  ru ra l  a r ea .  I ,  knowing tha t
ce r t a in  members of  t he  f ami ly  had  inhe r i t ed  an i nna t e  ab i l i t y
for  t he  v io l i n ,  and by d i l i gen t  r e sea rch  I learned o f  i t s  lo -
ca t i on .  Luck i ly ,  i t  had  been  guarded and kep t  from harm by  a
descendan t  o f  the family . I have  had  the  opportuni  t y  o f  exam-
in ing  i t s  cons t ruc t ion  of  many sma l l  and d i f f e r en t  k inds  o f
wood and at  the same t ime ,  I found deep in a h idden r eces s ,
t he  La t in  l abe l ,  ’ Jo se f  Gua rne r iu s  f ec i t ,  Cremona,  Anno,
1720 . ’  This  ins t rument  could be a fabu lous ly  va luab le  "S t r  ad .  ”
Aga in ,  pe rhaps  no t ,  bu t  i t  ha s  the poss ib i l i t y  o f  being va lu -ab l e  s ince  there  was  l i t t l e  reason and chance of  i t s  custodian
in  f a l s i fy ing  i t s  i den t i t y .

A branch ra i lway  connected Cloppenburg w i th  the c i ty  o f
Bremen,  and upon arr iving they went  d i r ec t l y  to the publ ic
of f i ce  and a l l  were reg i s te red  a s  to their place of r es idence ,
bus ines s ,  e t c .  Upon examing the  documen t s ,  including tha t  of
the  n ine  -month o ld  baby ,  t he  of f icers  in charge  stamped a l l
papers  w i th  the sea l  o f  Oldenburg .  The nex t  morning the  boa t
t ra in  ca r r i ed  t he  baggage and  the family from Bremen to Bre -
men Harbo r ,  a d i s t ance  o f  20 mi l e s .  A sa i l i ng  ves se l  bu i l t
fo r  100  o r  more occupan t s  w i th  an adequate crew had been cha r -
tered to leave  July 1865 .

Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  the  ocean  voyage of  a few weeks  'extendedto more  than a mon th .  Fo r  weeks the  s top-and-go ves se l ,  in  a
k ind o f  round-about  cou r se  moved bu t  a few kno t s  in mid -ocean .

Af te r  more than f i ve  weeks t he  w ind ,  suddenly ,  took a
westward cou r se  bu t  i t  was  too l a t e ,  a few o f  the  mig ran t s  i n -
cluding two members  o f  E l i zabe th ’ s  fami ly  d i ed ;  he r  mo the r ,
Anna Mar ie  (Weichmann)  Bergmann and  he r  n ine -month  o ld  Ger -
ha rd  were  bur ied  in the  sea  i n  September  1865 .

That neve r - to -be - fo rgo t t en  even ing ,  a s  the  n igh t  was
c los ing  in a l l  around the c i r c l e  of the ho r i zon ,  not  a s a i l -
ing ves se l  in s igh t ,  t he  Captain was  heard to s ay ,  "The wind
i s  veer ing  wes tward  and  i s  s t ronge r . ”  He ca l led  a l l  hands to
the deck for the  wind was  coming up gus ty - l i ke .  H i s  o rde r s ,
"Al l  sa i lors  to the  deck  and c lo se -hau l  t he  rigging on the
s ta rboard  t ack . "  This  b rough t  the boa t  safely round and i t
took of f  a t  a new course to the Wes t .
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The next morning a f te r  the s ad  and t ragic  experience o f
the day be fo re ,  Elizabeth s ighted b i rd s  flying near  the boa t ,
screaming for food .  She ,  s t i l l  w i th  unspent courage and de t e r -
mination said to the o the rs  in her  be s t  low -german idiom,
"Thanks  be  to God ,  our  prayers  have been hea rd . "  All were s t i l l
unaware of  wha t  the New World had in  s to re  for them but  were
happy tha t  a t  l a s t  the dream of many yea r s  had  come true a s
they wen t  ashore  i n  Bal t imore  two days  l a t e r .

According to t he  account o f  Elizabeth the i r  s tay  in Ba l -
t imore was a sad  experience,  for i n  view o f  the language ba r -
r ier  and unknown customs some of their money had been taken by
f r aud .  They were tempted to r e tu rn  to Europe on  the  next boa t
but  were  deterred s ince  they had insuf f ic ien t  pa s sage  fare .
Ins t ead  they boarded the Ba l t imore  and Ohio railroad and af ter
gr inding days  over  t he  mountains they  arr ived in C inc inna t i .
There was  another  100 mi l e s  to t r ave l  before  reaching their
f i na l  de s t i na t i on ,  a s e t t l emen t  about twenty  mi les  no r th  of
Greenv i l l e .  Her s i s t e r  Doro thea  had  married Henry Timmerman
who mig ra t ed  ea r l i e r  to Amer ica ,  s e t t l ed  in Cincinnat i  where
their  son Henry was  born and l a t e r  to Mercer County ,  a s e t t l e -
ment  known a s  Sharpsburg .  Th i s  small  c l ea r ing  contained a few
log houses  bu t  the surrounding country was  s t i l l  busch coun t ry ,
do t t ed  by a dozen of f a rm  f ami l i e s .

They were  informed in  Cincinnati tha t  this  area was  West
of F t .  Loramie, an Erie Canal Ba r t ,  and could be reached by
this  wa te rway .

S ince  traveling by canal boa t  to F t .  Loramie they would
be compelled to travel 20 miles ove r l and ,  i t  was decided to go
by wagon over a newly constructed graded  roadbed o f  a ra i lway
tha t  would connec t  Cinc inna t i  w i th  Toledo .  Happily fo r  t hem,
the  roadbed had  been cut through the fo re s t  , over  swamps ,  r ive r s
and h i l l s  to the north country beyond Greenvi l le .

They sold  a part  o f  their be longings  and purchased a
wagon ,  ho r se ,  and an  ox ,  thus provid ing  t r anspo r t a t i on  fo r the i r
few belongings.  A three-day t r i p  brought  them through the
smal l  town o f  Middletown, and on  to Greenvi l le  for  an overnight
s t ay .  I t  was  i n  t he  h i l l s  and  va l l eys ,  no r th  o f  Greenv i l l e
tha t  a severe  ra ins torm b roke .  Darkness and  much l ightning r e -
tarded their t ravel  for an  hour  or more .  Elizabeth vouched
tha t  i t  was  the i r  prayers that  s aved  them and thei r  belongings
from a flood o f  water  t ha t  had  pas sed  through the ravine t ha t
n igh t .  The roadbed continued ano the r  10  mi l e s  to a small  v i l -
l age ,  G i lbe r t ,  to be  known a s  G i lbe r t  S t a t i on .  A d i s t ance  o f
ano the r  four mi les  to the West  o f  th is  v i l l age  b rough t  them to
the homes tead  of her  s i s t e r ,  Doro thea  Tinmermann.

Wi th in  a period o f  20  o r  more  years many o the r  German
fami l i e s  named:  Romer,  Himroelgam, Ge lhaus ,  Hinders  and  Bor -
ge rd ing  had se t t l ed  in the four d i r ec t i ons  o f  G i lbe r t .  The ad -
van tages  o f  a fu tu re  ra i l road  s t a t i on  encouraged the Norden-
brock fami ly  to purchase land adjacent to the  v i l l age .  The
family of s ix - Joseph and El izabe th ,  her f a the r ,  the  two daugh-
t e r s ,  Mary and Johanna and their  son Anton - s e t t l ed  on a one-
fou r th  sec t ion  of land in  Darke County West o f  the s t a t i on .  A
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two-s tory  log house  was  t he i r  permanent  home un t i l  the turn  ofthe  Cen tu ry .

In 1874 ,  a number of a c r e s  had  been given by  Mr.  Ibmer fo ra church  and a cemetery l o t  by  Mr, Nordenbrock a t  wh ich  t ime thepa r i sh  was  named S t .  Bernard  of  Burke t t sv i l l e .  A p r i e s t  f romthe  French se t t l emen t  of  Ve r sa i l l e s  he ld  month ly  miss ion  ser -
v i ce s  un t i l  a member of  the Precious Blood Soc i e ty ,  Rev .  Van-den -b roeck ,  was  a s s igned  in 1874 .  A new church  was  comple t edin  1875 ,  thus  encouraging many more f ami l i e s  to s e t t l e  in a l l
d i rec t ions  o f  S t .  Be rna rd .  By 1880 the  pa r i sh  had grown to 25fami l i e s  w i th  125  members .

Joseph and E l i zabe th  w i th  the i r  son An ton  cont inued  tocu l t i va t e  the 160  acres  a f t e r  t he  two daughters  married youngmen of neighboring f ami l i e s .  Daugh te r  Mary marr ied  Theodore
Himmelgarn and were  the f i r s t  couple to be  marr ied  in the newchurch in 1876 .  This  family  was  ve ry  succes s fu l ,  ma te r i a l l y ,cont r ibuted  to the we l fa re  o f  the church and r a i s ed  e leven
ch i ld ren  to ma tu r i t y .  The daughter  Johanna married Henry Ge l -
haus  and raised f i ve  ch i ld r en .  A daughte r  Anna,  born i n  1866 ,
marr ied  Henry Borgerding and ra ised e igh t  ch i ld r en .  The f a the ro f  E l i zabe th ,  Theodore Bergmann,  made h i s  home l a t e r  w i th  t heo lde r  daugh te r ,  Doro thea  a t  Sharpsburg, died in 1881  and i s
bur ied i n  the local  ceme te ry .

The homestead ad jacen t  to the v i l l age  and for mi les  tothe  West  i n  1865 was  covered w i th  heavy  fo re s t s .  Here and  the reone would  f ind sma l l  c l ea r ings ,  m i l e s  apar t  disappearing i n  t hedeep and  forbidden busch  coun t ry .  these could be approached onlyby  a rough  and deeply gu t t ed  wagon t r a i l .  The sma l l  carved
open ings ,  cons i s t i ng  o f  a f ew ac re s  o f  c leared  l and ,  conta ineda one  o r  two-s to ry  log house  and  a number of  log ou t  -bu i ld ings
for  animals  and simple farm too l s .  The small  cu l t i va t ed  f i e ld stha t  had  been c l ea red  on  h igh  ground were  s ca rce ly  no t i ceab l e .The plow wi th  t he  aid of  ho r se s  and oxen made ve ry  i n s ign i f i -
can t  furrows be tween  the  g reen  s tumps  and up turned  d r i ed -ou t
roo t s .  I t  was  a tremendous backbreaking t a sk  for  bo th  men andbeas t s .  The t a sk  for young Anton  was  hundredfold when bo thh i s  f a the r ,  Joseph Nordenbrock,  and  h i s  b ro ther  Theodore ,  (bornin 1868  ) ,  died in 1879 .  Fu l l  r e spons ib i l i t y  o f  the f a rm and theclearing o f  many acres  of new ground f e l l  upon the shou lde r s  ofth i s  l ad  o f  19 .

By combining their e f fo r t s ,  Anton ,  w i th  his new wi fe ,Anna Moorman, whom he married i n  1886 ,  and h i s  mo the r ,  had theone- four th  sec t ion  of  land c leared  of  debt  by  the  tu rn  of theCen tury .

Very l i t t l e  ca thol ic i ty  existed in Darke County except  a tthe  French se t t l emen t  around Ver sa i l l e s .  The a r ea  of 18  miles
Sou th  to Greenv i l l e  had  few o r  no Cathol ic  worshippers  wh i l e
Msrcer  Coun ty ,  an  oas i s  of  Ca tho l i c i ty  under the d i rec t ion  o fthe  Precious  Blood Soc i e ty ,  bad  the twenty-mi le  square  a r ea ,
j u s t  f i ve  mi l e s  North,  and was do t t ed  w i th  many chu rches .

Due to t he  sca rc i ty  o f  p r i e s t s ,  the s e t t l emen t s  of  Bur-ke t t sv i l l e  and  Sharpsburg were  v i s i t ed  on  a l t e rna t e  Sundays by
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the pastor  a t  S t .  Henry.  During the period 1866 to about 1884 ,the  Nordenbrocks w i th  o the r  neighbors  a t t ended  Sunday Mass  a tS t .  Henry.  Af t e r  1875 a small parochial  school appeared a t  thev i l l age ,  e rec ted  by Fa ther  Paul Reu te r ,  which would house abouttwo-dozen ch i ld r en .  For a nunfoer of years - 1869  to 1875 ,  ch i l -dren of  the s e t t l e r s ,  Wes t  of  the  v i l lage ,  attended a small logschool  nea r  the  Nordenbrock home,  wh ich  was  t augh t  by E l i zabe thNordenbrock.  Her memor ies  r eca l l  t ha t  she r ece ived  $10 pe rmon th ,  tending her  own baby ,  Theodore ,  i n  a c rad le  a s she t augh tthrough the  six months  o f  Win te r .  (No te  the reproduced 1920photograph of the o ld  log school  house and the  aged 90 year  o ldE l i zabe th .  )

Educational f ac i l i t e s  o f  a pa r i sh  school  for  t he  childrenwas  not  ava i l ab l e  s ince  i t  was  ou t  of the  domain of t hePrec ious  Blood  Soc i e ty .

The distance o f  six miles to the S t .  Henry church wast rave led  by foot or on  horseback along the rai l road trackssince there were many swamps in the a rea .  A mile South o f  thepa r i sh  and ad jacent  to the tracks l ived  the family of  FranzMoorman who had se t t l ed  there bout  1850 .  Anton ,  on  h i s  manytrips for worship,  or  on bus ines  to S t .  Henry learned to knowthe  daugh te r ,  Anna,  whom he  marr ied .

From 1875 to about 1900 ,  S t .  Bernard '  parish (Burket t s -v i l l e ) ,  had  a dozen o r  more  Prec ious  Blood p r i e s t s  who admin-i s t e r ed  r e l i g ious  services  to the par i shoners .  In the  f i r s tten years  the p r i e s t s ,  on a l t e rna t e  Sundays,  came from nearbyv i l l age  churches .  After 1884 ,  var ious  superiors of t he  S t .Mary ' s  Nov i t i a t e  ( a  preparatory seminary  for  boys  w i th in  t hel imi t s  o f  the  pa r i sh ) ,  o f fe red  r egu la r  pa s to ra l  c a r e  a t  S t .Be rna rd ' s .  I t  was in 1886  tha t  An ton  and Anna Moorman weremarr ied  in the  l i t t l e  frame church by F r .  Wi l l i am Russ ,  Super-io r  a t  the Nov i t i a t e .

I t  Was during the l a s t  decade of  the 19 th  Century t ha tthe v i l l age  of  Burkettsville (Gi lber t  S t a t i on ) ,  and the sur-rounding country began to g row and prosper.  The railroadopened new avenues of  c i ty  markets for country products ofgra in ,  mea t ,  hides,  and woo l .  The members of the PreciousBlood Society had pushed their  act ivi tes  South and Eas t ,  open-ing new miss ions  and parishes in Sharpsburg,  Osgood, NorthS ta r ,  and Burket t sv i l le .  I t  was  to the Parish o f  Burket t sv i l lethat  the Nordenbrock family had donated material goods of l and ,money,  and needed church f ac i l i t i e s .  Above a l l  one cannot  ne -g l ec t  the personal  kindness and love given by the members ofth is  family to the resident pa s to r ,  Rev .  Dennis Schweitzerf rom 1900 to 1907 .  Board and lodging without  charge had beenprovided by i t  a t  which time a parish house had been completed.
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Incredible i s  the  fac t  tha t  one  should f ind the 1 s t  generation

of the two ancestral  f ami l i e s ,  Fecher and Nordenbrock, to have

performed similar chari table deeds in the i n t e r e s t  and we l fa re

of the Church,  and had given personal consideration to the

daily welfare of the  pas to r s .

The ancestral  NOrdenbrock-Bergmann famil ies  are proud to

p re sen t  the re l ig ious  personnel :  three daughters  o f  the Tim-

merman Fami ly  - Veronica ,  S te l l a  and Pauline who had ce lebra ted

the i r  50 th  anniversary i n  re l igious l i fe  r ecen t ly .  Rosina

Moorman of the  Moormans, Helen Pax o f  the Nordenbrock family,

and other  p r i e s t s  and s i s t e r s  o f  the ancest ra l  family who had

been c i t ed  previously .  The spir i tual  v igor  of S t .  Be rna rd ' s

Par ish  has been outstanding in re l ig ious  mat te rs  for i t  ha s

g iven  four young men and 18 young women to the  s e rv i ce s  o f  the

Lord the pas t  75 yea r s .

r

Bur ia l  Monuments o f

Theodore H .  Bergmann and A .  E l i zabe th  (Bergmann)

Nordenbrock,.  (The Cen tenar ian)
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CHAPTER V

THE MOORMAN ANCESTRY

The Moorman Ances t r a l  Stock o r ig ina ted  in England in
1600 ,  deriving the pa ren t  name Moorman from 'Man f rom the Moor . ’

According to t he  h i s to ry  a s  documented in the Archives  o f  t he
Society o f  t he  Moormans o f  V i rg in i a ,  the  f i r s t  ances t r a l  pe r -
sonage was  Thomas Moorman, bo rn  i n  England ,  I s l e  o f  Wigh t ,
1593 .

Being a contemporary o f  George Fox,  the  founder of  t he

Quakers  i n  Big l and ,  Thomas adopted  t ha t  r e l i g ion  and was  an a r -

den t  supporter of  i t .  Geo rge  Fox  and  h i s  a s soc i a t e s  had  been
severe ly  persecu ted  by the  Government  s ince  i t  was  con t ra ry  to
the  r e l i g ion  e s t ab l i shed  by  Henry VI I I .  Their  en thus i a sm fo r  a
ph i losophy  o f  independent  be l i e f  ca r r ied  the i r  m i s s iona ry  work

in to  I r e l and ,  Sco t l and ,  and  the  Ne the r l ands ,  (Ho l l and ) ,  i n  t he

pe r iod ,  1650-1670 ,

Thomas Moorman had th ree  sons ,  a l l  born on  the  I s l e  o f
Wigh t ,  one  o f  whom was  Zachar iah  who migra ted  to America  abou t

1670 ,  a l t hough  h i s  f a the r  Thomas had  t raveled f rom England to

America  a number of  t imes  p rev ious ly .  Zachariah marr ied  an
I r i sh  g i r l ,  daughter  o f  L t .  Co l .  o f  Be l f a s t ,  became  a Capta in
in the  Eng l i sh  Army, t r ave led  to t he  West  Ind ies  and even tua l ly
se t t l ed  in V i rg in i a .  The  ances t r a l  h i s to ry  of  t h i s  branch re -
vea l s  he had rece ived  a l a rge  l and  g ran t  and tha t  the  f ami ly

had been prominent  i n  V i rg in i a  po l i t i c s  during t he  nex t  1OO
yea r s .  However, Chi les  Moorman, a member o f  the 4 th  gene ra -

t i on ,  born 1786 ,  moved Westward into Oh io ,  mar r ied  Mat i lda  Wat -

son of Greene County,  Ohio , who was  bur ied  in Xen ia ,  Oh io .

In 1800 ,  members o f  th i s  fami ly  continued westward w i th

o the r  mig ran t s  to the  I l l i no i s  and  Missour i  a r ea s ,  and we l ea rn
tha t  a g r andson ,  Wilson  Moorman, even tua l ly  s e t t l ed  i n  Chicago

about  1900 .  I am deeply indebted to h i s  daugh te r ,  A lda  Blanche

Moorman, born Apr i l  27 ,  1901 ,  for t h i s  very thorough and de -
t a i l ed  h is tory  o f  the Moorman Branch of  V i rg in i a .

The Moorman Archives recount the f ac t  t ha t  a l l  members of

the Moorman Ances t ry ,  Europe and Amer i ca ,  can t race  the i r  f o r e -

f a the r s  to one  o f  t he  three sons  of Thomas Moorman o f  t he  I s l e
of  Wigh t ,

S ince  chronologica l  r eco rds  r evea l  t ha t  George  Fox.
founder  o f  t he  Quake r s ,  t r ave l ed  pe r iod ica l ly  to Ho l l and  and
es t ab l i shed  mi s s ion  cen t e r s ,  i t  i s  p l aus ib l e  t o  a s sume  tha t

e i t he r  one  o f  the sons  o r  a member o f  a branch t r ave l ed  to the
Ne the r l ands  and i s  r e spons ib l e  for  t he  hundreds of  Moorman de -

scendan t s  i n  Oh io ,  C inc inna t i  and Nor thcen t r a l  Ohio  a r ea s  who
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migrated from upper Germany after  1800 .

Having a knowledge o f  t h i s  ances t r a l  background my r e -search o f  the Moorman Ancestry in Europe focused i t s e l f  in up-per  Germany ,  adjacent  to t he  Hol land border ,  Duchy of Olden-burg .  In a small v i l l age  near  the town o f  Damme, Germany, wef ind  tha t  M. Gust (Augus t )  Moorman, was  bom in l a t e  1700 .  He ,h i s  w i f e  Mary ,  and children, including a son,  Franz (Frank)migrated to America and  se t t l ed  in Cincinnati i n  the secondquarter  o f  t he  19th  Cen tu ry .  We had learned German se t t l e r shad been g rea t l y  influenced by l and  agencies in New York andBalt imore to loca te  homes along the Ohio River and in the buschcountry near  the  Erie Cana l .  Ihe names o f  Cincinnati and Mer -cer County were known by many a s  well ,  as  i t s  Cathol ic  environ-men t ,  i t  being in the Diocese o f  Bishop Purcel l .

One o f  the mos t  prominent famil ies  who had migrated fromOldenburg Province in 1834 ,  was  tha t  of Henry H .  Romer (Roe -mer ) ,  They had known of o ther Romer families who had migratedto Cincinnati  e a r l i e r .  The mother  of t h i s  family remained inCincinnati  while four o f  her  sons  moved North to Mercer County,purchased l and ,  and  e s t ab l i shed  the v i l l age  o f  S t .  Henry.

The early history of  Mercer County and the diary of theMoorman family r evea l s  t ha t  the son ,  F ranz ,  son of Augus t  andMary,  was born in Germany,  September 15 ,  1819 ,  came to Cinc in-na t i  about  1840 and married L i se t t a  M. Siemer o f  Cbvington,Kentucky in 1848 .  Due to hea l th ,  a lung in fec t ion  o f  occupa-t i ona l  i l l ne s s ,  Franz and L i se t t a ,  w i th  a knowledge of  whole -some l iv ing and po ten t ia l  pos s ib i l i t e s  o f  the area surroundingS t .  Henry, s e t t l ed  on a smal l  cleared homestead South of t h i ssmal l  Mission Cen te r .  A knowledge of t he i r  venture to th i sa rea  had been r e l a t ed  t o  Max Se i t z  and Adam, my g rand fa the r ,by  Mr. Romer in 1850 .  I t  appears F ranz ' s  mo the r ,  Mary,  came toS t .  Henry some years  l a t e r ,  died t he re ,  and i s  bur ied i n  t heS t .  Henry Cemetery .

L i se t t a  Siemer was  born a t  Hogs t ad t ,  Province o f  t heGrand Duchy of  Oldenburg i n  1825 ,  who wi th  her  pa ren t s ,  Josephand Mary S iemer ,  came to America about 1840 and se t t l ed  nea rCincinnati . The Siemer family and daughters lived on PikeS t r ee t ,  near the  Mother  o f  God Church in  Covington ,  Kentucky.Two of the daughters married in to  the families o f  Thoman andTabl ing.  These two families had ve ry  successful businesses  inlea ther  and harness ,  catering to the needs o f  the Covingtonracehorse industry in Covington,  La ton i a ,  and Louisvi l le ,and a r e  s t i l l  g r ea t  racehorse  cen t e r s .  Mary,  daughter oft he  Thoman family  marr ied a med ica l  doc to r ,  Dr .  Bramlage of  F t .Loramie who died a t  a young age ,  leaving Mary wi th  two youngsons .  A th i rd  daughter mar r i ed  Will iam Sauer ,  a l so  o f  Coving-ton .

Franz  Moorman rega ined  h i s  hea l th  i n  t h i s  un re s t r i c t edand hea l th fu l  a tmosphere ,  and wi th  the aid of four sons ,Augus t ,  Theodore ,  Henry and Bernard ,  and two daugh te r s ,  Maryand  Anna ,  c l ea red  the  wooded busch coun t ry ,  creat ing a des i r -able homestead which i s  s t i l l  in the name of  Moorman Ances t ry .Franz  and h i s  family were known by a l l  in the county for  he
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f i l l ed  a number of  county  o f f i ces .  County Supervisor and Di r -

ec to r  o f  t he  loca l  school board for more  than 20  yea r s .

As  a teenager ,  I knew the family  o f  Augus t  i n t ima te ly .

His  son F rank ,  was  a teaching a s soc i a t e  of  mine i n  1920 . He can
point  wi th  pride to t he  accomplishments of his  p r i e s t l y  son ,
Rev .  Gregory Moorman, C ,  PP .S  . ,  who contr ibuted  subs tan t i a l ly  t o

the  sp i r i tua l  and mater ia l  welfare of  the Society o f  the Pre-

cious Blood in  the 20th Century .  Sons of Theodore ,  Henry ,  and

Bernard were o f  my age who served their  country in World War I .

Anna, daughter of  Franz ,  born 1066 ,  married Anton Nbr-
denbrock and al l  a t t en t ion  mus t  be  focused  upon her s ince  her

descendants g ive  just i f icat ion for  the continuation of  t h i s

ancestral  s t o ry .

A retrospective v iew of the two principal charac te rs  in

the 'P ro logue '  points to the  f ac t  t ha t  Anna Marie (Norden-

brock)  Fecher ,  (he r  daugh te r ) ,  had  been honored a t  the Com-

mencement Exercises  a t  the Cathol ic  Un ive r s i t y  in 1927 .

Franz and L i se t t a  Siemer  Moorman

170



A
N

TO
tJ

 &
. k

U
U

k 
(M

O
O

R
M

A
N

N
O

RD
EN

BR
Q

CK
 F

A
M

IL
Y

11
88

Fr
an

ce
s 

&
 E

d.
 

G
oe

k
oi

ne
t t

a  
gy

Ja
co

 
i

B
er

na
de

tt
e

L
il

li
an

A
nt

on
M

ar
ie

C
o l

e t
t e

U
rb

an
M

ld
re

d
L

uc
i l

l e
Ju

st
in

Ir
en

e

Pa
ul

A
ae

la
in

e
H

en
ry

S
r .

 
Jo

e l
C

ly
de

Ja
m

es
A

lf
re

d
Jo

an
C

ha
rl

es
M

ar
y

T
he

od
or

e 
&

M
ed

in
a

B
er

na
de

tt
e 

&
To

ny
 

K
au

p
1

a a
m

D
oc

G
er

ha
rd

H
en

ry
 

4 
H

e l
en

E
li

za
be

th
 

&
 H

en
ry

( 
) 

H
en

ri
et

ta
( 

) 
To

ny
( 

) 
Ir

en
e

( 
) 

E
st

he
r

( 
) 

R
it

a
( 

) 
B

et
ty

Jo
se

ph
 

&
.

W
il

l i
s

Fr
ed

D
an

Jo
se

ph
K

en
ny

G
re

go
r 

&
 I

ne
z

A
nn

B
et

ty

A
ng

el
a

S
r .

 
M

an
e 

Ju
l i

e
&

 C
on

 F
ec

he
r

E
s t

he
r  

&
 H

en
ry

Sc
he

nk
in

g
3)

 
Ja

ck
4)

 F
re

d
2 )

 
A

nn
E

la
in

e
ul

ie

: a
r i

e

og
er

 
&

 A
nn

e
A

l i
so

n
L

es
l i

e
e l

en
M

ar
k 

an
d

C
ar

l 
&

 A
gn

es
L

or
ra

in
e

W
il

l i
am

&
M

ar
ga

re
T

he
re

se
M

. 
R

os
e

M
ar

ga
re

t
Pe

te
r

Fr
an

ce
s

I r
en

e

V
il

l i
am

 
H

.  
I l

l
C

on
 J

r .
 

J [ 
D

ia
ne

K
in

g
M

ic
he

le

St
ev

en
D

av
id

M
. 

B
et

h
M

ic
ha

e l
M

ar
k

(6 (2 (2 4 (2 (3 (1 (3 (2 (3

6 6 3 7 I

Jo
hn

Th
om

as
A

nn
a

V
er

a

3 2 1

Pa
tr

ic
ia

N
an

cy
R

on
al

d



CHAPTER VI

ANTON AND ANNA (M1ORMAN) NORDENBROCK FAMILY

Reviewing the family  his tory of  the Tfordenbrock-Bergmann
Ancest ry  we note  the homestead o f  Anton and Anna Nordenbrock
was within a few rods o f  the v i l l age  church (S t .  Be rna rd ) ,  and
school  in Burke t t sv i l l e .  Members o f  this family , s imul taneously
c lose ly  associa ted w i th  meaningful  personages  and o rgan iza t i ons
were  the  r ec ip ien t s  o f  many cu l tu r a l  and re l ig ious  advan tages .

I t  i s  to be  no t ed  t ha t  during the period 1902-1907 ,  the
pas to r ,  Rev .  Dennis  Schwei tze r  had been a member (Board  and
Lodging) ,  o f  the household of Anton and Anna .  During this  period
Anton ' s  mo the r ,  E l i zabe th ,  and the growing fami ly  o f  n ine  chil-
d ren ,  born before 1907 ,  had increased the membership of t h i s
three-generat ion household subs tan t i a l ly .  The f i r s t  born in the
family was  Frances in 1B89 ,  fol lowed by  El izabeth  in 1B90 .  Two
years l a te r  a son Jbseph was  recorded ( i t  was he who had  r e -
l a t ed  the qua l i t i e s  of h i s  s i s t e r ,  Anna Marie,  born i n  1898) ,
Antoinet te  and Theodore preceded her  wh i l e  Henry ,  Carl ,  and
Gregor became a part  of  the family be fore  1907 .

The reader might specu la t e  w i th  some degree  on the mea -
surable influence of the two pe r sonages ;  the pas tor  and the
grandmother ,  had had upon the  members of t h i s  family.  However ,
one could ony surmise the impact upon Anna Mar ie ,  who a t  the
same time had  been a cons tan t  companion of  the teaching nuns in
her early and teenage years .

Anna Mar i e ,  a f t e r  pass ing  successfully the Boxwell Exam-
ina t ion  (qual i f ica t ion  for high school e l i g ib i l i t y ) ,  a t  age  12 ,
and having been denied the  advan tage  of attending one became an
apt pupil  for  high school subjects under the tu torsh ip  and in -
f luence  of the nuns .  Accord ing ly ,  he r  cons tan t  companionship
wi th  the s i s t e r s  as an a s s i s t an t  i n  the e l ementa ry  grades and
the i r  tu tor ing ,  conditioned her  for  col lege work ,  i f  and when
she could  obtain i t .  One must  be  mindful o f  the f ac t  not  to
d i scoun t  the  many cu l tu r a l  a t t r i bu te s  she obtained from them
and tha t  gave  her a know-how in many in te l lec tua l  a r ea s .

today, we find her  home f i l led  w i th  heirlooms for the
grandchildren: chairs  and foo t s too l s  covered wi th  flowered
need lepo in t ;  hang ings  and be l l - r i nge r s  o f  pe t i t po in t ;  kn i t t ed ,
pu l l ed ,  and woven wool rugs ,  wh i l e  her qui l ted bedspreads of
unique design and o f  perfec t  s t i tching had been awarded many
blue ribbons a t  bo th  S t a t e  and County  Fa i r s .

One significant and beneficial  advantage was  her  a s soc i -
ation with a l oca l  mus ic  t eache r ,  Mis s  Lilly Kunkier,  i n  t h i s
teenage pe r iod .  Miss Kunkier  had  received a comprehensive
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musica l  background in an  Eastern music  schoo l ,  thus providing
Marie w i th  the necessary rudiments and techniques of  piano
p lay ing .  She p rog re s sed  r ap id ly ,  performing reasonably  a t  age
18 ,  which crea ted  a t h i r s t  for a more in tensive  mus ica l  back-
ground and a desi red musical  career ,  eventually,  qualifying
her for a Bachelor of Music  Degree ,  two scholarship awards in
Europe, and a Master o f  Music Education in 1964 .

Her f a the r ,  Anton ,  a t  the age o f  19  years los t  the ad-
v i ce  and help of  h i s  own father  who died in 1879, thereby
sh i f t ing  the burden of  building a homestead in  the wilderness
on his  shoulders  and h i s  mothe r .  Having had l im i t ed  school ing
in  reading and wr i t i ng  during h i s  en t i r e  growing -up pe r iod  he
placed  g rea t  emphasis on the competency, ab i l i t y ,  and r e source -
fu lness s  o f  this daughter who read  the Cincinnati Pos t  to him
dai ly .  She was  h i s  sounding board and advised him of the gra in
and l ives tock  markets.  In al l  he r  reading she d idn ' t  ove r look
the  pages  per taining to o the r  people which gave  her  f i rs thand
information of accomplishments in the ar t s  and sc iences  and
world  a f f a i r s .  No doub t ,  the  f a the r ,  impressed by her  ab i l i ty
in  analys ing and solving h i s  problems sa id  t o  h imse l f ,  "She  i s
l i ke  he r  g randmother  Nbrdenbrock , ”  which was  h i s  way of saying
and thinking she was  in te l l igent  and a leader . I t  was  during
these  teenage years she extended her range of  obse rva t ion ,
e i t he r  by  her  own in i t ia t ive  of  reading, thinking, or  the in-
fluence o f  the associa t ion  wi th  t he  r e l i g ious  personnel o f  the
par i sh  .

Matur i ty  brought recognition from bo th  young and o ld  for
i t  was said she walked rapidly and resolute ly ,  a s  i f  she knew
where she  was go ing  and what  had to be  done .  People gazed  ad-
miringly at the shining mass  o f  auburn ha i r ,  done up in two
thick b ra ids ,  wound and pinned about her head in the German
s ty l e .  the cur ly ,  f i e ry  ends t ha t  escaped from these windings
when accentuated by an open-crown,  wh i t e ,  sa i lor  ha t ,  reminded
one of  a huge sunflower .

Obviously,  upon observing her  at  age 16 ,  and again a t
the chance mee t ing ,  two years  l a t e r ,  her  age  18  yea r s ,  I v i s -
ua l i zed  and secre t ly  admired the beauty o f  the natural cur l  o f
her  hair and the unblemished skin o f  her face  and neck where
her collar fel l  away graceful ly .  Even the  smoothness and
whi t enes s  of  her  arms where  her s l eeves  ended,  reminded me of
one  who could  represent  the ances t r a l  people o f  Nor the rn
Europe.  She ,  in her en t i r e  l i fe t ime never indulged in a ha i r -
permanent while  her  complexion, unadorned and wi thout  makeup,
was  her becomingness a l l  her  l i f e .

Raising t he  cur ta in  tha t  had been temporarily lowered
af ter  the  Christmas Holidays of 1916 wi th  respect to our  brief
and  very  p l ea san t  correspondence which began a t  Hal loween,  i t
i s  necessary  to r e l a t e  the  development of t he  friendship and
supporting correspondence with Marie i n  the  new yea r .  I t  i s
to be  remembered that her r e sponse  was  rather mild and a f fec -
t ionate  upon receiving the  g i f t ,  Girl  o f  the Limber l o s t ,
which encouraged me to be  more daring in February, (he r  na t a l
mon th ) ,  coinciding wi th  Valent ine ' s  Day .  I began my l e t t e r
w i th  a fond sa lua t ion  and supporting express ions .
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February 10 ,  1917

My Own Dear Va len t ine :

D id  you say you have a big p l ace  in your hear t  f o r  me?
So you wish to be my dearest  f r i end ,  won ' t  you be  my loving
sweethear t  too? I sha l l  be  thine and you sha l l  be my va len-
t i ne .  I am enclosing two popular songs:  'Memories '  and ' lUrn
Back the Unive r se . '  How are you progressing i n  mus i c ,  your
classical numbers?

I am yours ,  Con
**•»*«■******■»** ******************

Real iz ing these  words  would be more chal lenging I did
not  overlook the avenues o f  music and song by directing her
thoughts  to our mutual in te res t s  a t  the same time. Her r e -
sponse:

February 16, 1917

Dea re s t  F r i end :

Your salutation was  a dear one .  . . You asked me about
my mus ic .  I have 'Memor i e s ' ,  I p l ay  and sing i t  many times for
i t  makes me think of you.  A l so  the song ,  'Turn Back the Uni-
ve r se . '  My music teacher will  no t  al low much ragtime in my
s tudy .  There are some very fine semi -c lass ica l  songs and
charming pipe organ numbers in the  l a s t  two Etudes . . .

S incere ly  your f r iend,

Marie

February 21s t ,  1917

Dear Friend Con:

Your valent ine of  some days ago was a g r ea t  surpr ise .
How did you know i t  was my favori te  candy? I w i sh  I could r e -
turn  the favor or share i t  with you . . .
I can only  say

"This Valentine l e t t e r
lb you doth say
I 'm  your ' s  a l l  t he  time
For ever and  for  aye .
So when th i s  you see
Do not forget
Tb remember me .

Your own,  Marie

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
the daring ye t  precious fragments i nIn t ru th ,  however ,

my l e t t e r s  and  the va lent ine  g i f t  c rea ted  some mental
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apprehensions.  Men ta l l y ,  she was dis turbed when a t tempt ing  to
piece  together  these Jigsaw r idd les  of tender endearments.  Her
words and mine were  a kind o f  tantal iz ing duo logues ,  new,  ye t
o ld ,  but caused her  se r ious  mindful cons idera t ion  s ince  the
thought of  being someone ’ s  sweethear t  was  p remature  for  a young
lady of  19 .  Yes ,  her  l e t t e r  a week later  carried depressing
news and discouraging words .

February 25 th ,  1917

Dea re s t  Fr iend:

I hope to be  pardoned for  t h i s  l i t t l e  no t e ,  which  i s  to
t e l l  you tha t  I w i sh  to cease  corresponding . Our former ac -
qua in t ance ,  though no t  ex t ens ive ,  had  been  very p l ea san t .  A l -
though h igh ly  f l a t t e r ed  by  your s a lu t a t i on  I do no t  w i sh  to
accept  special  a t t en t ion  f rom anybody for I w i sh  to be eve ry -
body’  s f r i end .  I t h ink ,  you fee l  the  same way .  A la s ,  Dea re s t
F r i end ,  do no t  th ink for a moment t ha t  I w i sh  to cease  tha t
loving friendship in which  we were wound .  Now don ' t  you th ink
i f  we cease  corresponding for  a wh i l e ,  our  next personal  mee t -
ing w i l l  be  a l l  the more p l ea san t ?  if you at  anytime in the
fu tu re  w i sh  to correspond once  again I w i l l  be su re  to r ep ly ,
if you wish  me to .  Your soc iab i l i ty  could no t  be  exce l led  by
anyone.  I t  was  a charm and your endearing promises  and f avo r swi l l  be remembered by  me a lways .

I s incerely ask  you to wr i t e  me soon and tel l  me if  you
are  disappointed and i f  I owe you an apology,  I w i l l  be  g l ad  to
apologize .

Sending the swee te s t  love message pos s ib l e ,  I am and
wish  to remain,

Yours ,
Marie

**************************  ******

Bleak as the  future  appeared t o  be ,  I ,  f a r  f rom ob jec t -
ing en t r ea t i ng ly  to the d iscont inuance  o f  the f r i end ly  r e l a -
t i onsh ip ,  made a s t ra igh t forward  r ep ly :

February 27 th ,  1917

Dear Marie :

Received your fa rewel l  l e t t e r  ye s t e rday .  Was a l i t t l e
surpr ised you know. I am ve ry  sorry to learn  t ha t  you in t end
to cease  our  much enjoyed cor respondence .  Since you s ince re ly
have  asked me to  s t a t e  my v i ews ,  I mus t  say  I am very d isap-
po in t ed .  If i t  i s  your w i sh  to d i scont inue  i t  w i l l  be  my a im
to do so bu t  no t  my wi sh .  Wr i t e  me occas ional ly  i f  you wi l l
and t e l l  me how you are progressing w i th  your mus i c .  I t  takes
an abundance of  pat ience to mas te r  a diff icul t  p i ece .  I would
love  to hear you p lay  'Memor i e s , '  i t  i s  a p re t ty  rag time wa l t z  .
I sha l l  p lay  and sing i t  o f t en  now for  i t  w i l l  remind me of
you .
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Auf Wiedersehn.  Always
your f r i end ,

Con .
<********<***<*♦♦♦♦***#*■*■♦■»*♦♦♦♦

I had  l ea rned  a l e s son  of  prudence and recogn ized  her
th ink ing  wi th  r e spec t  to her  age  and her  de s i r e  to be  cha r i -
t ab l e ,  unse l f i sh ,  and s ince re .  These  ma tched  her  o the r  a t t r i -
bu t e s  o f  humi l i t y ,  compass ion ,  and devot ion  which  had been en-
hanced in  the  process  o f  her  ma tu r i t y .  I recognized the  f ac t
t ha t ' ou r  nex t  personal  meet ing  i n  the  fu tu re ,  t he  coming sum-
mer ,  could be  a con t inua t ion  o f  ou r  f r i end ly  d ia logue  o f  the
pas t  .

Needless to say  the remark  on  the so f t  touch of mus ic
in my l e t t e r  b rought  an encouraging response a few days  l a t e r .
Cur iously  i t  began:

March 1s t ,  1917

Dear Fr iend:

I was  deeply d i s t r e s sed  and  sad to rece ive  such an un-
favorable r ep ly ,  never thought  you would  be d isappointed,
t h ink ing ,  pe rhaps ,  tha t  you would care  to cease  i f  I would
on ly  sugges t  i t .  I am ve ry  happy you s t a t ed  ma t t e r s  so
f r ank ly .

Let us no t  dwe l l  long on  th i s  subject  bu t  th ink  o f  the
good  cheer mus i c  b r ings  for i t  seems bo th  o f  u s  are i n t ense ly
in t e r e s t ed  i n  i t .  I ,  t oo ,  s ing and p l ay  'Memores '  o f t en  bu t
Oh!  how I would love to hea r  you sing i t .  I am very  fond of
’Reve r i e s ’  and  ’Due t s ,*  bu t  do no t  have  the oppor tuni ty  o f
playing the l a t t e r  as you we l l  know I need a ’Second . ’  I have
hea rd  t ha t  you wi l l  be  teaching a t  Sharpsburg the  coming yea r ,
j u s t  t h ree  mi l e s  from my home.  Th i s  w i l l  g ive  u s  an oppor tun-
i t y  of doing a number of  ’Due t s ’  next summer ,  i f  I s tudy  and
prac t i ce  ene rge t i ca l l y  un t i l  t ha t  t ime .

Wi th  much Love ,
Mar ie  .

*»♦♦***♦*****♦♦**♦*■»♦♦#*♦♦♦■*****

I need not  repea t  tha t  I was  eager to continue a s e r i e s
o f  p leasant  exchanges of  f r i endsh ip ,  of  youthful  gos s ip  and o f
everyday ac t i v i t i e s .  My a t t empt  was  to be  more d i sc re te  in my
sa lu ta t ions  in the fu tu re .  My phrases  o f  greet ing were  mi ld ,
tempera te ,  and occasional ly tender a s ,  ’Dea re s t  Mar i e ,  My Dear
Mar i e ,  or  My Only G i r l . ’  She ,  in tu rn ,  did no t  he s i t a t e  to
in t roduce  her  l e t t e r s  w i th ,  ’My Dear  Fr iend ,  Con ,  o r  Dear
Chum.’  Ne i the r  she  nor I d isp layed a s ingular  lack o f  wa rmth
or  excessive animated infa tua t ion  i n  our messages .  Both  o f  u s
appeared,  eage r ly ,  to r e l a t e  our weekly  experiences t ha t  would
shed  more l i gh t  on  our mutual  i n t e r e s t s  in music  and song .  She
was  happy to r e l a t e  he r  progress  in music  under the d i r ec t i on
o f  Miss  Kunkier  and he r  mas t e ry  o f  cer ta in  semi -c la s s i ca l
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numbers .  She ,  spec i f i ca l l y ,  r e fe r red  to the  p repara t ion  o f  a
r a the r  l eng thy  French Due t ,  'Dance  of the Demon , '  by  Eduard
Hol s t .  Subsequen t ly ,  she  ma i l ed  a copy in t he  next  ma i l  w i th
the  no t e  t ha t  I m igh t  be  her  ' Second , '  a t  some fu tu re  day .

In the interim a s  these  l e t t e r s  passed each o the r  i n  the
ma i l ,  the month o f  &fey rushed by bringing my second school  year
to a c lose  whi le  the end o f  June brought  my o rgan i s t  du t i e s  to
an end a t  S t .  An thony’ s  chu rch .  I was  to begin  my church
dut ies  as  an o rgan is t  a t  Sharpsburg on July 1 s t .

I n  sp i t e  o f  the f ac t  t ha t  my new pos i t i on  a t  Sharpsburg
was  bu t  three mi l e s  from my home,  a number of i ncen t ives  u rged
me to t r ade  the two-wheeled motorcycle for  an au tomobi le  o f  four
whee l s  a t  t he  end  o f  May. No doub t ,  the  po t en t i a l  increase in
sa l a ry  would  j u s t i fy  the  f inanc ing  o f  improved t r anspo r t a t i on
from my home to my p lace  o f  employment which  would  be  da i ly  t he
coming yea r .  I mus t  admit  t ha t  in add i t ion  I had  a more s e l f -
i sh ,  ye t  an  i r r e s i s t i b l e  mo t ive ,  t ha t  i s :  the an t ic ipa t ion  of
v i s i t i ng  her  in her home ,  meet ing  her  pa ren t s ,  performing mus i -
ca l  due t s ,  and  an occas iona l  automobi le  j aun t  in the coun t ry .
Could  I da re  to cha l l enge  t he se  though t s  in the  l i gh t  of  he r
l a s t  l e t t e r  and the  g i f t  of  t he  mus i ca l  due t ,  ’ Ihe F rench
Duet?  ’

In the morning o f  one ’ s  you thfu l  days one  may have
l ive ly  s ensa t i ons ,  bu t  how fa l s e  and  inaccu ra t e  a r e  t he se
judgmen t s  some t imes .  I was  ensnared  to t rade  t he  e f f i c i en t ly
per forming  mo to rcyc l e ,  s i gh t  unseen ,  no g ive  o r  t ake ,  on a. 1908
high-whee l  Buick roads t e r .  No twi th s t and ing ,  w i th  only  a s l i gh t
knowledge of  a ho r se l e s s ,  ga s  veh i c l e ,  I learned in  a few days
o f  t he  many motor  de fec t s  and no ted  the worn-out  t i r e s  of  t h i s
dec rep i t ,  self-propel l ing t r ap .  The or ig ina l  owner ,  a F t .  Re -
covery bus ines s  man,  appeared to be  re l i ab le  in h i s  deal ings
and I had placed fu l l  confidence i n  h im.

Real iz ing how I had been v ic t imized  in t h i s  f i r s t  en -
counter  o f  t rade I became cau t ious  in my nex t  s a l e s  confronta-
tion . Knowing the Bu ick  dea l e r ,  Andrew Eve r s ,  i n  Ce l ina ,  I
accos ted  him s ince  he was an o ld  f r iend  o f  the fami ly  and  had
lived some years  earl ier  i n  the pa r i sh .  He had  been a succes s -
fu l  f a rmer ,  accumulated money and was  managing ably t he  Buick
Agency .  He remembered me a s  a boy a t tending  the  academy a s  a
young man, and  wi th  a fu tu re  teaching career  he was  aware of
my in i t i a t i ve ,  i n t e l l i gence ,  and fu tu re  po t en t i a l s .  Bo th  he
and h i s  w i f e  had been my ea r ly  c l i en t s  when se l l ing  go ld -eyed
need le s ,  pos t ca rds ,  ho ly  p i c tu re s  and subsc r ip t i ons  t o  farm
papers .

He ,  when seeing my p red i camen t ,  subsequen t ly ,  made i t
advantageous  for me to exchange the 1908 roads te r  fo r  a 1912
Buick tour ing car  t r ade - in .  This was  to be  a temporary  a r -
rangement on ly ,  f o r  w i th in  a week o r  two he  would subs t i t u t e  a
new 1917 ,  four -cy l inder  Bu ick  Roads t e r ,  ( a  Gene ra l  Motors
Coupe in competi t ion w i th  t he  Fo rd ) ,  having a r e t a i l  va lue  o f
$775 .  For t h i s  exchange I was  to an t e  $400 i n  ca sh  which I
borrowed f rom my godfa the r ,  Uncle John, rea l iz ing  t ha t  my
fa the r  wou ld  no t  agree  to t h i s  t r ansac t ion .
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According to the desc r ip t ive  l i t e r a tu re  t h i s  roads t e r
was  t he  l a t e s t  and the idea l  i n  ca r s ,  w i th  a folded-down so f t
top which could be  lowered and r a i s ed  wi th  a f l ip o f  a h inged-
mechanism tha t  worked s imi l a r i l y  to t ha t  o f  a good sc i s so r s .
I t  was  equipped wi th  e l ec t r i c  l i gh t s  and a s t a r t e r ,  had  a t r im
s leek  body a s  one  would desc r ibe  1917  s l eekness ,  o the r  new ap -
po in tmen t s ,  and  f a r  super ior  to the Fo rd  and  o the r  reasonably
priced cars  i n  i t s  c l a s s .  Conceding the  f ac t  t ha t  I had  been
hoaxed a few weeks  be fo re  and tha t  my f r iend  had sna tched  me
from the  midst  of  unce r t a in ty ,  I ag reed  to a verbal  s e l l i ng
con t r ac t  in u s ing  the car  a s  a demons t ra t ion  mode l  among my
assoc i a t e s  for  po t en t i a l  s a l e s ,

Armed bo th ,  w i th  a ve ry  des i r ab l e  p roduc t  and an abund-
ance of  en thus i a sm,  coupled w i th  v i s ions  o f  making sa l e s  t ha t
summer ,  I agreed  to co -ope ra t e  w i th  h im  in co l l ec t i ng  accoun t s
fo r  h i s  bus ines s .

My one  and  on ly  s a l e  fo r  a roads te r  to a t each ing  a s so -
c i a t e  was  no t  a d i sappoin tment  fo r  Mr. Evers fo r  he was
ne i the r  sho r t - s igh t ed  nor ava r i ce .  They had no ch i ld r en  and
bo th  he and h i s  wi fe  had  a tenderness  and e s t eem for  me in  my
boyhood days which grew to a so r t  of  f i l i a l  a f f ec t i on  and  pa r -
en t a l  pride a s  I a t t a ined  my teaching ca ree r .

With  the  c lose  o f  the s choo l  year  in May and approach-
ing summer,  bo th  Marie and I a t t emp ted  to renew persona l  mee t -
i ngs .  The con ten t s  o f  ou r  l e t t e r s  indicated a change of  pa t -
tern o f  a chance-mee ting to one  of  ce r t a in ty  by informing each
o the r  in advance of our  ac t i v i t i e s .  My l e t t e r  dated June 2nd
was  a s  fo l l ows :

June 2 ,  1917

My Dear Mar i e :

There w i l l  be  a wedding dance  on June 5 th  a t  Phi lo  the a
Pa r i sh ,  perhaps  your b ro the r s  w i l l  b r ing  you a long ,  t hus
enj’oy some dances  and pe rhaps  do a b i t  o f  ea r - t o - ea r  hushed
harmoniz ing  a s  o f  o ld ,  so many mon ths  ago .  Between dunces  you
could  t e l l  me about  your mus i ca l  p rogress  and i f  and when we
would  be  ab l e  to perform the  due t ,  ’Dance  o f  t he  Demon , ’

Sincerely you r s ,

Con
*********♦**♦*♦*<**********<**♦*

I t  wou ld  be expected t ha t  t he  f i r s t  mee t ing  ma te r i a l i zed
as  p lanned ,  wh ich  created much happiness  and an t i c ipa t i ng  sum-
mer mee t ings  for bo th .  Her l e t t e r  a few days  a f t e r  the  dance
read  a s  fo l l ows :

June 7 th ,  1917

Dear Chum:

The f ac t  o f  having again met  a soul fu l l  o f  charm,
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t enderness ,  and  sparkle pu t s  me in t he  c louds .  The r e su l t  o f
th is  affa i r  made me fee l  b r ave ,  chee ry ,  tender  and t rue .  I
th ink  we had  some ’po lka ,  he s i t a t i on ,  medi ta t ion ,  and one gem,
'Le t  t he  Res t  of  the World Go By . ’  I am sending you a l l  the
good  cheer a l e t t e r  can b r ing .

S incere ly ,
Marie

<**»******#«#*****«■***■»*♦**♦*♦**

June 11 th ,  1917

My Dear Mar i e :

D id  you say the a f f a i r  caused  you to be  b rave ,  chee ry ,
t ende r ,  and t rue?  Now Dea r i e ,  t he se  a r e  your v i r t ue s .  I can
s t i l l  hear t he  echo o f  your vo i ce  when  we danced  and  sange  the
'Go . '  I am attending a t e ache r ' s  mee t ing  a t  Ce l ina  on June
14 th  and wi l l  stop over for  the  wedding dance a t  Coldwater  Flail
in the  even ing .  Hope you can be  t he re .  Do not  fo rge t  a pho to
of yourse l f  for i t  w i l l  he lp  me to  p i c tu re  you a l l  week and see
you a s  you r ea l ly  a re  w i th  al l  your v i r t ue s .

Always ,  your Love

Con

A l e t t e r  from he r  informed me tha t  she and  her  b ro thers
would a t tend  and would be  eager to see me .  Resu l t s  o f  t hese
mee t ings ,  a t o t a l  of t h r ee ,  be fo re  the end of  June .  Though  a s -
suming and innocen t ly  made ,  prompted me to sugges t  a course o f
ac t i on ,  which carried some misg iv ings ,  though s imi la r  t hough t s
appeared to be  in her mind ,  bu t  who should  make the f i r s t  move?

Our mu tua l  i n t e r e s t s  of  dan,ce and song ,  and  to perform
on the  p i ano  encouraged  me to c r ea t e  a s i t ua t i on  wh ich  wou ld
provide  t he  fu l f i l lment  o f  a meet ing  i n  her  home .  Recent  l e t -
t e r s  a s  we l l  as  ce r t a in  s ingu la r ,  ye t  h in t ed  conversa t ions
ca r r i ed  unadorned messages  o f  a de s i r e  to know more  abou t  each
o the r  and the members o f  our f ami l i e s .  Having never met  her
pa ren t s  in t he  home an i nv i t a t i on  f rom her  would  provide  an op-
po r tun i ty  o f  achieving bo th .

I had no t  informed her  o f  my recen t  posses s ion  o f  the
new s t r eaml ined  Buick roads t e r ,  bu t  i n  sp i t e  of  t he  f ac t  she
knew o f  t he  f ive -passenger  car on ly  I courageous and undismayed
wro te  he r  for  an  i nv i t a t i on  on  June 21s t .

June 21s t ,  1917

My Own Dear ies t  Mar ie :

I ce r ta in ly  did love to read  your dear long l e t t e r ,  have
had i t  w i th  me since receiving i t .  Don’ t  a sk  me how many times
I have read and  reread i t  f o r  I do no t  know. Wou ldn ' t  i t  be
g rea t  to spend one of  t hese  June evenings  by taking a spin?
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You could  be my guide and good angel , bo th  in our journey and
in  discussing some of the  i n t r acac i e s  of the 'Due t . '  I sha l l
be happy to hear  from you a lways .

Your s ,
Con

**#♦♦*♦#♦##*****#**♦■*#*##♦♦***♦#

She ,  rece iv ing  my l e t t e r  on F r iday ,  did no t  objec t  or
f i nd  an a l ib i  in no t  accep t ing  a v i s i t  to her home,  meet ing
her pa ren t s  and taking a sp in  i n to  the  coun t ry .  Having the
knowledge of  my ownership o f  a f ive -passenger  car on ly  ( a
veh ic l e ,  l e s s  de s i r ab l e  and  fo re ign  for  th i s  occas ion ) ,  could
embar ra s s  her  and  d i scourage  he r  i n  g r an t ing  the r eques t .

A t  a l a t e  hour t ha t  evening ,  a l l  members o f  t he  f ami ly
having r e t i r ed ,  and being a lone  she  mus t  have had though t s  of
a l l  the  happen ings  o f  t he  l a s t  s i x  mon ths .  Through he r  mind
coursed  cu r r en t s  of con f l i c t  o f  t h i s  new a f f ec t i on ,  t hus  cha l -
l eng ing  he r ,  bu t  she r epea t ed ly  reminded he r se l f  t ha t  t h i s  new
found  f r i end  was  d i f f e r en t  from o the r s  about  he r .  F r i endsh ip
shou ld  be  on an even p l ane ,  con t inued  a s  i n  t he  pas t ,  c r ea t i ng
much enjoyment  w i th  many hour s  o f  mus i c  and song .  She mus t
have  d i scussed  th i s  w i th  he r  pa ren t s  fo r  they had no ob j ec t i on
in  meet ing  a f r i end  whose  name had  been  a household  one s ince
the  academy days  w i th  Joe .  This  was  her  l e t t e r :

June 23 rd ,  1917

Dear Fr iend:

This  being Saturday evening how could  I spend
th i s  l a t e  s i l en t  hour more p l ea san t  than by  thinking of  you and
wr i t i ng  you a no t e .  I am not  capable  of  r e s i s t ing  t he  tempta-
t ion  you sugges t ed  in your l e t t e r .  How love ly  of  you to c l a s s
me wi th  the e l ec t .  I am trying to be  a humble l i t t l e  s e l f  bu t
no t  one of  t he  e l ec t .  The sugges t i on  of  spending an  evening
wi th  a ' s p in '  i s  mos t  f l a t t e r i ng  and I hea r t i l y  accep t .  Oh!
how I would  en joy  being wi th  you in  t ha t  way .  We l l  Dear ie ,  I
mus t  admi t  t ha t  I did hes i t a t e  to acknowledge the  meaning o f
your remarks  a t  t imes ,  bu t  t on igh t  may I t e l l  you tha t  you have
a co rd i a l  i nv i t a t i on  to ca l l  a t  my home .  I th ink  i t  i s  a g r ea t
p r iv i l ege  fo r  me to be  a t  l i be r ty  to ex tend  th i s  i nv i t a t i on  to
any f r i end  and you ce r t a in ly  a r e  wor thy  o f  being a t r ue  one .
I sha l l  l ove  to have  you mee t  my pa ren t s  who extend an a l l -
round welcome to you .  So p l ea se ,  do no t  he s i t a t e  about  coming
and  sha l l  s e t  the  da t e  nex t  Sunday even ing ,  Ju ly  1 s t .  P lease
wr i t e  me i f  you can  accept  t he  i nv i t a t i on .  Yours in a l l  s i n -
cer i  t y  .

Mar i e
♦ «##*#*♦**♦♦##«♦*####«#««♦♦♦♦«*#

I t  i s  scarcely necessary  to s t a t e  t ha t  the des i red  and
mos t  pleasing inv i ta t ion  was  cordially accep ted .  Much exc i t e -
ment was  in the air  for both the coming week .  Purposely and
by des ign ,  i t  was  my des i re  to surpr ise  her w i th  the  possess ion
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of  the Buick roads t e r .  So i t  happened tha t  when I c a l l ed  a t
her  home tha t  Sunday evening wi th  the  folded-down so f t  top and
dus t l e s s ,  b l ack ,  s leek  roads t e r  there  were  numerous ,  'Oh’ s ,
Ah ' s , ’  and  you never t o ld  me .  She ,  snuggl ing  up  to me to show
her  g ra t i t ude  s a id  t h i s  eye -ca t ch ing  s t a t emen t ,  "Th i s  su rp r i s e
i s  overwhelming and I love  you for  i t  bu t  I wou ld  have  welcomed
you had  you come wi th  some o the r  ca r . "

She looked love ly  and  you th fu l  i n  her  knee - l eng th  sk i r t
and  wh i t e  b louse .  Her auburn  ha i r ,  f a i r  sk in ,  b lue  eyes  and
rosy  cheeks  w i th  the f l u t t e r  of  su rp r i s e ,  he igh t ened  the
b r igh tnes s  o f  her  cha rm.  Conversing i n  low tones  about  t he
beau ty  of the car  and the  des i r ab i l i t y  of  taking a spin on  t h i s
July  n igh t  she  r ea l i zed  her  f i r s t  du ty  was  to in t roduce  me to
her  f a the r  and  mo the r  who had  a s su red  her  o f  a hea r ty  we lcome .

At  t ha t  moment foo t s t eps  were  hea rd ,  i t  was  her  f a the r ,
a man o f  s ix ty  yea r s ,  t a l l  and commanding wi th  shoulders
s l i gh t ly  bowed by  t ime ,  ca r e ,  and ha rd  hones t  work .  There were
some pene t r a t i ng  furrows on h i s  b row,  i nd ica t ing  t ha t  thought
had  been busy  over  the  yea r s ,  ye t  h i s  eyes beamed wi th  love  and
k indnes s .  Af t e r  a ve ry  in fo rma l  and comfortable  i n t roduc t ion  a l l
approached the house  which was  about  one-hundred yards  away .
The scene to the  r i gh t  depic ted  a sma l l  w icke t  ga t e ,  opening up
a footpath t ha t  wound through some shrubbery to t he  doo r ,  w i th
severa l  po t s  o f  f l ower s ,  t a s t e fu l l y  disposed about  t he  door and
on the  g ra s sy  p lo t  in f ron t .  Nearing the house ,  ou r  s t eps
making  a no ise  on  the  g rave l  wa lk ,  b rough t  a b r igh t  beau t i fu l
f ace  to the  f ron t  window,  and suddenly  van i shed .  In a moment
her  mo the r  came t r ipp ing  fo r th  to mee t  u s .  She was  a t t i r ed  i n
a p r e t t y  ru ra l  dress  o f  wh i t e  whi le  he r  who le  countenance
beamed wi th  smi l e s ,  swee tness  and good humor .  She was  no t  t a l l
bu t  s t r a igh t  and  her  bear ing  conveyed s t r eng th  for she  appeared
to be  ab le  t o  r i s e  to any  s i t ua t i on  t ha t  migh t  confront  a grow-
ing f ami ly .  She  had the  round ,  fu l l  f ace  o f  a m idd le  age ru ra l
beau ty ,  l i gh t  brown ha i r  m ixed  wi th  g ray ,  very  wh i t e  sk in ,  da rk
g ray  eyes ,  a complexion tha t  was  no t  ro sy  b lu sh  bu t  a l i gh t
b r i ck -dus ty  co lo r ,  ex t r eme ly  sweet  and  hea l thy .

The mee t ing  was  warm and  a f f ec t i ona t e  wh ich  emina t ed
genu ine  hosp i t a l i t y  and  pu t  me immed ia t e ly  a t  e a se .  A few
s teps  b rough t  u s  to the  house  and  upon en t e r ing ,  my f i r s t  oc -
ca s ion ,  I saw the  l a rge  d in ing room,  a p i c tu re  o f  conven ience ,
nea tnes s  and o f  spacious  d imens ions .  I t  was  a r ep roduc t ion  of
o the r  rooms in  s i ze ,  wa rmth  and good cheer  wh ich  I l ea rned  p re -
sen t ly .  I n  the  in te r lude  o f  mu tua l  g r ee t i ngs ,  her  baby s i s t e r
Es ther  o f  four and one -ha l f  yea r s ,  and ano the r  s i s t e r  Be rna -
de t t e  of  seven yea r s ,  and an e lde r ly  and venerab le  l ady  of  90
years  en te red  from a room on the  l e f t  of t h i s  ten-room house .
I t  was  the grandmother who had  been in s t rumen ta l  i n  b r ing ing
the  family  to America i n  1865 .

She wore  a p l a in  b l ack ,  s i l k  d ress  and he r  nea t  wh i t e
cap h id  t he  peeping l i t t l e  round cu r l s  o f  snow wh i t e  ha i r .
Her  good humored mothe r ly  look -no t  o ld -maid i sh -gave  an im-
p re s s ion  which can be bes t  descr ibed a s  ' comfo r t ab l e . ’  Yes ,
comfor tab le  to the ex t en t  t ha t  even though she  was  going r ap id -
ly  down the  h i l l  of  l i f e  she  was  ab l e  to r e f l ec t  the  f ee l i ng
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of comfort  o f  youth from her  personal s e l f .  The in t roduc t ion
was  g iven  in German by Mar i e ,  "Herr Feche r ,  Meine Grossmut t e r . ' ’
Qui te  remarkable which surprised a l l ,  I responded, "Sehr An-
genehm,  Frau No rdenbrock . "

The g rea t -g randmother  bom in  1829  seerad to be  a k ind
o f  connect ing link between the  old times and the new.  Equal ly
impor t an t  was  the dawning recogni t ion  of her knowledge o f  those
ea r ly  yea r s ,  having been a contemporary of  Bismark she was  able
to g ive  a living early h i s to ry  o f  t he  uni f ica t ion  o f  the Ger -
man S t a t e s ,  t he  Prussian domination,  compulsory mili tary train-
ing ,  and  Cathol ic  r e l ig ious  d i f f i cu l t i e s  in the  smaller s t a t e s .
I ,  being an  avid reader of  h i s to ry  b rough t  u s  qu ick ly  on com-
mon grounds o f  conversa t ion .  I found she was ever  ready to
mee t  and g ree t  me wi th  no t i ceab l e  en thus i a sm and inva r i ab ly  be
abou t  when  I appeared .  The many ' t e t e - a -  t e t e s  ' cemented a
s t rong  f r iendship  between us  which c rea ted  a growing comrad-
sh ip ,  encouraging me to think tha t  she would be  my defender
and would champion my cause  i f  needed.  I t  was bu t  a year  la ter
when another  young man focused h i s  a t t en t ions  and the grand-
mothe r  supplied good and precious support wi th  considerate  ad-
v i ce  t ha t  in f luenced  th i s  des i rable  young l ady ,  now growing in -
to  womanhood.

There i s  no ga in  saying tha t  upon hearing my German r e -
sponse ,  "p leased  to mee t  you , "  t he  g randmothe r  became r a the r
communica t ive  for  she  had the  ea sy  t a lka t i ve  sp i r i t  of cheerful
o ld  age ,  complimented me on  my German and  continued to praise
the  kindness of  the German peop le .  A t  a su i tab le  break in her
conversat ion the father  put  h i s  hand affect ionate ly  on  her
shoulder  and  sa id  i n  a w i t t y  Low-German exprss ion ,  "He has  come
to v i s i t  our Mar i e . "  This brought  a l i gh t -hea r t ed  laugh which
induced the  group to con t inue  to the  next room,  known as the
' f ron t - room. '  The term was  a nomencla ture  name for this room a t
the  t ime ,  i ndeed ,  a very su i t ab l e  one  for  i t  was  bo th ,  pa r ty
and music room wi th  a companion veranda s t re tch ing  the  en t i r e
front  o f  the mansion over looking the s t r ee t .

The summer sun had whee led  i t se l f  low in to  the Wes t ,
causing the horizon to tu rn  i n to  a dark b lue  whi le  the s l an t -
ing sun rays  from i t s  qua r t e r - s i ze  came through the  pic ture
window and fe l l  d i r ec t l y  upon the piano and o the r  musical  i n -
s t rumen t s ,  lying a imless ly  on i t s  t op .  The room was  furnished
wi th  many easy  cha i r s ,  including rocke r s ,  a s e t t ee  w i th  com-
p l imen ta ry  end t ab l e s ,  and an an t ique  wa lnu t  t ab l e ,  charmingly
cen te r ed ,  bear ing a vase  o f  hand-picked garden flowers t ha t
focused one ’ s  a t t en t ion .

After  an hour o r  two o f  genial  conversa t ion ,  al l  of
which conspired a de l ight fu l  and wi t t y  atmosphere o f  rural old-
fashioned hospi ta l i ty ,  thoughts  turned to song and mus i c .  In
deference to their gues t  the mother  suggested they would be
happy to have  me p lay  and s ing .  Mar ie ,  evidently being very
sol ic i tous about  carrying out  the combined des i re  o f  a t tempt-
ing the due t ,  'Dance  of the Demon, 1 immediately hinted tha t
perhaps a l l  would enjoy th i s  p iece  o f  four hands .

I t  seemed comple te ly  f i t t ing  to bo th  o f  u s  to perform
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t h i s  number a t  the f i r s t  oppor tun i ty  s ince  each  had  been p re -
par ing  i t  t he  pas t  few mon ths .  Re f l ec t i ng ,  unas suming ly  and
innocen t ly  on  the  though t  t ha t  we mus t  no ove r look  th i s  avenue
of mus i c  t ha t  cou ld  provide  many hour s  o f  fu tu re  p l ea san t r i e s ,
we  immedia te ly  gave  a g l ance  a t  t he  more i n t r i ca t e  phases  of
th i s  p iece  o f  e igh t  pages .  In sp i t e  o f  t hese  p recau t ions  i n
the reading o f  no te s  f rom oppos i te  pages ,  keeping un i ty  o f
t ime ,  and the ove r - embe l l i shmen t s ,  there  r e su l t ed  a number o f
mus i ca l  en t ang lemen t s .  There were  some surpr i ses  for  the  pe r -
fo rmers  a s  we l l  a s  fo r  the audience  i n  th is  f i r s t  r end i t i on ,
bu t  when a l l  was  done a rousing good cheer  was  g iven  by  a l l .
S imul t aneous ly ,  she  whispered i n  my ea r ,  "We sha l l  have  many
more t u s se l s  bu t  we wi l l  c r ack  i t . ”  Whereupon,  w i thou t  he s i -
t a t i on ,  I s a id ,  ’’You a r e  sweet  indeed fo r  saying tha t  when I
caused  the d i f f i cu l t i e s  i n  the  bas s  pa r t . ”

I t  would be d i f f i cu l t  a t  t h i s  t ime to e s t ima te  the im-
por tance  o f  t h i s  mutua l  mus i ca l  encounter  for  there  appeared
in  our  minds the  need o f  fu tu re  s tudy and jo in t  pe r fo rmances .

Af t e r  the duet  was  concluded a l l  were en te r ta ined  wi th
homemade lemonade ( so f t  d r inks  were  no t  ava i l ab l e ) ,  and cookies
and cake .  A t  th i s  t ime her  b ro the r  Theodore appeared who was
two years  o lde r  and  a l so  had lea rned  to p lay  t he  v io l i n .  He,
wi th  my accompaniment on t he  p i ano  gave  a very de l igh t fu l  r en -
d i t i on  of t he  popular  wa l t z  and song ,  'The  Mis sou r i  Wa l t z . ’
Mar i e  in tu rn  demons t ra ted  her  mus i ca l  ab i l i t y  w i th  the  beau t i -
fu l  s emi -c l a s s i c ,  ’A Maiden ’ s  P raye r . ’  Her pe r fo rmance  o f  g r ea t
ag i l i t y  and in t e rp re t a t i on  o f  t h i s  number  proved to  me her
technique  ab i l i t y  i n  p i ano  in s t rumen ta t i on .  Would I da re  t o
d ream,  pe rhaps  an  imposs ib l e  d r eam,  t ha t  a t  some fu tu re  day  I
wou ld  be  p re sen t  a t  the p re sen t a t i on  of  the  degree  of  advanced
mus ica l  academic  awards to her?

As  the  evening advanced the  f ami ly  pa r ty  broke up fo r  the
n igh t  w i th  a k indhear ted  o ld  ru ra l  cus tom of shaking hands .
The baby s i s t e r ,  f avo r i t e  of  t he  f ami ly ,  shy ly ,  f ace  s l i gh t ly
covered w i th  a beau t i fu l  b lu sh ,  extended her hand and sa id  to
me ,  " I  hope I w i l l  see you aga in . ”  She ,  no t  only saw me aga in
bu t  was  the  messenge r ,  to and f ro ,  from the  l oca l  pos t  o f f i ce ,
carrying the  hundreds of  exchange love  l e t t e r s  during the  year
I s e rved  in World War I .  Later  the  mother  and f a the r  r e t i r ed
a f t e r  a f r iendly  f a r ewe l l ,  showing complete f rankness  and con-
f idence .

Af te r  p laying and s inging a few more f avo r i t e  songs  i n -
c lud ing  ’Memor i e s ’  and the gem,  ’Le t  the Res t  o f  the Wor ld  Go
By , '  i t  was t ime for my depa r tu re .  As can be  s een  f rom the
foregoing ac t i v i t i e s  the  time had passed  fa r  too qu ick ly  t ha t
even ing .  Acco rd ing ly ,  t he  des i r ed  spin i n  the new au tomobi le
did no t  ma te r i a l i ze ,  bu t  in t he  course  of  my l eave - t ak ing  I
d i s cus sed  the  ac t i v i t i e s  o f  the Four th  o f  Ju ly ,  t h r ee  days
hence .  Th i s  day  would  be  a ga l a  event  a t  S t .  Henry for there
would  be a ba seba l l  game in  the  a f t e rnoon ,  a ha l l  dance in t he
even ing ,  a merry -go - ruund ,  a f e r r i  s -whee l  , consignment  boo ths ,
and many o the r  pa r t i c ipa t ing  a t t r ac t i ons  ava i l ab l e  to the  pub-
l i c  .
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A number of  my a s soc i a t e s  of  young t eache r s :  Dues ,
Weige l ,  and Dor s t en  and  h igh  school  s en io r s :  Be r tke ,  and Von-
de rhaa r  had o rgan ized  a ba seba l l  t e am in  1915  and inv i t ed  a
Delphos  t eam of s imi l a r  sk i l l  to p l ay  a t  S t .  Henry fo r  add i -
t i ona l  en t e r t a inmen t .  Having had ea r ly  t r a in ing  in  baseba l l
and  baske tba l l  a t  S t .  Jo seph ' s  Academy and  a t  Miami Un ive r s i t y ,
and  becoming r a the r  adept i n  bo th  spo r t s ,  I was  a seasoned  mem-
be r  i n  bo th  ac t i v i t i e s .  Obv ious ly  w i th  such a bus t l i ng  day  I
sugges t ed  t ha t  she  be my companion for the  evening if  no t  for
the  a f te rnoon  baseba l l  game .  Un l ike  mos t  young women, ne i t he r
in  sea rch  for  no to r i e ty  no r  to d i sp l ay  t he  s l i gh t e s t  sugges -
t ion  of p r ide ,  she  dec l ined  the  a f t e rnoon  appearance  bu t  wou ld
accompany me in the  evening .

The experience of  t he  t r ip  in the  new ca r  was  r e l i shed  by
us  w i th  much en thus iasm bu t  our  presence  i n  the dance ha l l  and
a t  the var ious  booths  c r ea t ed  a f l u r ry  among some young peop le .
Some young men of  the surrounding pa r i shes  who knew he r ,  a l so
aware  of her cha rm,  and  amiable method  o f  d i scouraging  a t t en -
t i on ,  were  g r imly  d i s tu rbed .  We admi t ted  on  our  homeward jou r -
ney  tha t  t h i s  a f f a i r  had caused s ide  g l ances ,  *a skew-and-a -
squn i t '  of  some young women and  men and were  convinced tha t
many rumors  would f l oa t  abou t  t he  coun t rys ide  the ensuing sum-
mer  •

However ,  the c l imax  of the  evening was  the  l eave - t ak ing
a t  her  home .  To add lu s t e r  to t he  f i r s t  ’ go ing -ou t ’  wh ich  I
w i shed  he r  to remember a lways ,  I purchased the one and the on ly
wel l -known box of candy ,  ’Whi tman ' s  Sample r . ’  Before leaving
the  ca r  I p resen ted  i t  to her  w i th  many compl iments  of  ou r
f i r s t  and many more  mee t ings  in the fu tu re .  Ve ry  cha rming ly
and exc i t i ng ly  she opened i t  to  o f f e r  me some  of t he  t i d -b i t s
bu t  to ou r  d i smay  we found one  l a rge  candy hunk  o f  sma l l  paper
cups  and  choco la t e .

Na tu ra l l y ,  there  was  an  unusua l  d i s cus s ion  o f  t h i s  p r e -
d i camen t  and more  t han  a f ew f ru s t r a t i ons  for  me .  My words ,
”1  pu rchased  th i s  from the  mos t  r e l i ab l e  d rugs to re  i n  F t .  Re-
cove ry ,  the  Huddle Drug ,  t h i s ,  I c anno t  unde r s t and .  The box
mus t  have  been  near  a warm ob jec t  i n  i t s  sh ipment  and I sha l l
see  Mr. Huddle tomorrow for  you wi l l  have  t he  bes t . ”  I t  wou ld
appear t ha t  t h i s  awkward inc iden t  would  c r ea t e  an embar rass ing
leave- tak ing  ( a  new experience for  bo th ) ,  bu t  qu i t e  to t he
con t ra ry ,  i t  ve i l ed  the s i t ua t i on .

I ,  w i th  a noncha l an t  a i r ,  her  hand in  mine ,  escor ted  he r
up the  g rave l  wa lk  w i th  much joking and  h i l a r i t y  about  consum-
ing  a so l id  block of mixed choco la t e s .  When reach ing  the door
I thanked he r  for  the ve ry  p l ea san t  even ing ,  squeezed her  hand
wi th  a so r t  o f  engaging ca re s s  and sa id ,  "My dear  Nterie, p l ea se
wr i t e  me when I may see you aga in  and  we wi l l ,  c e r t a in ly ,  en-
joy a new box of  Whi tman ' s . ”

As  expec ted ,  Mr .  Hudd le ,  was  equa l ly  embar rassed  upon
seeing the  box o f  d i s tu rbed  choco la t e s ,  now one so l id  large
p iece .  With  many apologies  to me fo r  we had been f r iends  o f
many yea r s ,  he  p re sen ted  me wi th  a new one in  exchange .
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Frank ly ,  wha t  had  happened wh ich  was  no t  r ea l i zed  un t i l
some mon ths  l a t e r ;  the ho t  summer sun tha t  Four t h  of Ju ly  a f t e r -
noon ,  s t r ik ing  the  door of the ca r ,  shie lding the  side pocket
in  wh ich  the box so snug ly  r e s t ed ,  performed the  shocking con-
ve r s ion  .

Continuing the s to ry  o f  t h i s  affair  i t  i s  need l e s s  to s ay
tha t  a l e t t e r  from her the day a f t e r  t ha t ,  * never -  to -be - fo r -
go t  t en ’  Four th  of  Ju ly ,  expressed her s incere thanks which she
c losed  wi th  these  words ,  "Oh Dea r :  You a r e  too kind to me and
how can I repay you fo r  your cou r t e sy  and your gene rous  and
s ign i f ican t  remembrance .  I can on ly  say  t ha t  we  mus t  have an -
o the r  t ry a t  the  ’due t , ’  and have more songs .  Your a f f ec t i on -
a t e  f r i end ,  Mar i e . "

Wi thou t  hes i t a t i on  I responded a few days  l a t e r  w i th ,
"My Swee tes t  Dear :  You a r e  in my memories  a lways ,  ye s t e rday ,
today ,  and tomorrow.  I ’m dreaming,  s t i l l  dreaming o f  my own
Mar i e .  ’’

Midway between the  warm days  o f  Ju ly  and the  cool autumn
days o f  September a cons t an t  f low o f  a f f ec t i ona t e  l e t t e r s  pa s -
sed  between us ,  expressing openness  and  warm hea r t ednes s .  Ac -
cording to the  con ten t s  of  the  l e t t e r s ,  i f  my memory does no t
mi s l ead  me,  they  were  wr i t t en  a day o r  two a f t e r  a v i s i t  to her
home or  a f t e r  an  evening a f f a i r  a t  a pa roch ia l  o r  ha l l  dance ,
o r  a f t e r  a motor  j aun t  i n  t he  coun t ry .  Our mee t ings ,  pe rhaps ,
two o r  t h ree  a month were even ings  of  g r ea t  mer r imen t  w i th
songs ,  mus ic  and danc ing .  The home a tmosphere  gave  u s  ample
t ime  to rehearse  t he  ’due t ’  wh i l e  t he  s ing ing  of  songs  o f  t he
F i r s t  World War c r ea t ed  exc i t ed  an ima t ion .

Many of  these  songs  a re  s t i l l  f avo r i t e s  of  today :  I ’ m
Always  Chas ing Ra inbows ,  There  a r e  Smi l e s ,  Keep the  Home F i r e s
Burning , I ’m. Forever  Blowing Bubbles  , Memor ies  , I ’m Sorry  I
Made You Cry , Le t  the  Res t  of  t he  Wor ld  Go by  and  o the r s .

I t  was  during t h i s  t ime tha t  she improved he r  piano tech-
nique under the d i rec t ion  of  the loca l  mus ic  teacher and  pe r -
formed amaz ing ly  we l l  i n  her  execution o f  a number of  s emi -
c l a s s i ca l  p i eces :  Melody in F ,  Sounds f rom the  Convent
Chapel  , The Ma iden ’ s  P raye r ,  and Sing Me the  Rosa ry .  I was
busy  wi th  the p ipe  organ  and new church mus i c  a t  the  new pa r i sh
pos i t i on  of  Sharpsburg,  and a t  the  same t ime  I p l ayed  and mem-
or i zed  two syncopated wa l t ze s ,  F lo r ine ,  and E i leen  and in -
t roduced some in t e r e s t i ng  due t  f l ou r i shes  o f  the Missouri  Wa l t z
wi th  t he  a s s i s t ance  of  her b ro the r ,  Theodore,  on  the v io l i n .

The mus ica l  magaz ine ,  E tude  , provided a few pipe organ
pieces  bu t  mos t  charming o f  a l l  was  an i s sue  t ha t  conta ined
two ex t r ao rd ina ry  t ender  love  songs  o f  s emi -c l a s s i ca l  qua l i t y ,
The Old ,  Old Love,  by R .  DeKoven, and Some Day I sha l l  Hear
You Ca l l i ng ,  by  Ar thu r  Ta t e .  These two were  ou r  f avo r i t e s .

On our  numerous au to  j aun t s  each took a pa r t i cu l a r  de-
l i gh t  i n  the  d r i f t l e s s  ch i t - cha t ,  much of  wh ich  was  non-
sens i ca l ,  t an t a l i z ing ,  and  c l eve r ,  mixed wi th  mind-doggl ing
and sk i l l f u l l y  compounded qu i zzes .  Our toge the rness  i n  the
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home was  more  i n  t e rms  o f  mus i c ,  s inging and p rac t i c ing  dance
s t eps  which were  typica l  of  t ha t  e r a .

Wi th  r e spec t  to our  mu tua l  a t t achmen t s  I c anno t  r eca l l
t ha t  t he re  had  been advances  f rom the  f i r s t  to s t a r t l e  o r  a l a rm
her .  We never  ta lked o f  love  when  toge the r ,  though a t  t imes  I
t r i ed  to win  my way in to  he r  g r aces  and in to  her  hea r t  w i th
mus ic  and song .  I t  was  t he  l a t t e r  which  al lowed me to mimic
some words w i th  appropr ia te  ge s tu re s ,  o r  w i th  the tone o f  vo i ce ,
the t i l t  of  the head ,  the  wink o f  an eye ,  w i th  o the r  f ac i a l  ex-
p re s s ions .  Mutual  a f fec t ion  appeared to s t ea l  upon us  by de-
g rees  for  both  were o f  such tender and loving age ,  and in t e r -
e s t ed  in the same pu r su i t s  of  mus i c ,  reading and s tudy ing .  To
he r ,  I was so young, so i n t e l l i gen t ,  so gene rous ,  so b rave  and
everything tha t  one would  des i r e  in a young man .  Na tu ra l l y ,
her  love ly  you th ,  beau ty ,  cha rm,  unse l f i shness ,  humblenes s ,
ea se  i n  communication and en thus i a sm,  won favor  w i th  me .  She
ca r r i ed  an  a i r  and manner t ha t  insp i red  a t t en t ion  and respec t
and  how could  I remember her  o the r  than the v i s ion  of  an ange l .
I r e a l i zed  on ly  a f t e r  her  death i n  examining the hundred o r
more l e t t e r s  when l ea f ing  from one in t ima te  message  to ano the r
tha t  th is  had been an exceedingly eventful  pe r iod  o f  our  l i ve s .

To bring i n to  focus  some of  the h igh l igh t s  and happenings
and  to unders t and  the i r  mean ing ,  i t  i s  necessa ry  to unwind the
ree l  t ha t  p i c tu re s  the  s to ry  o f  t h i s  memorable and momentous
in t e r lude .  A t  f i r s t  g l ance  i t  m igh t  appear t he  con ten t s  o f  ou r
l e t t e r s  were  mere ly  a con t inua t ion  o f  former f r i end ly  ch i t - cha t
and  ban te r ing  skirmishes  w i th  corresponding r e sponses .  ’Us
t rue  t ha t  much a t t en t ion  could  and  should  be concentra ted  on a
r e l a t i ve  happy,  exc i t i ng ,  and  s t imu la t i ng  companionsh ip  t ha t
had  been engendered by  these  occas iona l  even t fu l  mee t ings .
The l e t t e r s  of a few days  l a t e r  con ta ined  words express ing  a
mutua l  ca r e  and joy  t ha t  appeared to involve  u s  s lowly  and
pa t i en t ly .  S imul t aneous ly ,  we were  concerned wi th  the problem
of  the meaning o f  l i f e  and i t s  s ignif icance to e ach  o the r .
Ques t ions  and answers  were  o f  t h i s  na tu re ,  'Who am I”  What i s
he/she thinking o f  me? Am I r ea l l y  wor thy  o f  t h i s  f r i endsh ip? ’
As  I remember now,  both  of  u s  were trying to f ind  a cons i s t en t
meaning of  t h i s  companionship and the ever  growing a f fec t ion-
a t e  r e sponses .  In periods of  absence  we were  aware  of  t he  f ac t
t ha t  the image o f  one was  inde l ib ly  stamped upon the o the r  for
bo th  indulged in  the rever ies  of  v iv id  imag ina t ions .

Summer was  on i t s  way  ou t  and auto  j aun t s  and charmingly
home en t e r t a inmen t s  had  been our p leasures  the l a s t  months  of
1917 .  Near the beginning of  September one  of her l e t t e r s
r ead :

Sep t .  7 th ,  1917

My Dear Con:

Af t e r  r e t i r ing  l a s t  evening you were  in my dreams the  who le
n igh t  through to the  coming o f  dawn in  some Heavenly abode .
Would there  be another  t ime  o r  t imes ,  s imi l a r  to t ha t  o f  r e s t -
ing i n  your s t rong arms? I know tha t  there  w i l l  be  i f  I comply
to your  conradship and t ry  to fee l  wor thy  o f  you .  How can I
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refuse?

Always you r s ,

Marie
*******  *****************  ********

The conver sa t ion  o f  t he  previous  Sunday evening mus t  have
been  on educa t ion  and some compl imen ta ry  exp res s ions  o f  a f f ec -
t i on  for  my response  in a few days  were :

Sep t .  12 th ,  1917

My Sweet  Marie :

You too have  been in my dreams .  A t  t h i s  moment I s ee  those
p re t t y  eyes  of  you r s .  I do  no t  remember their color  bu t  I know
they re f l ec t  your many a t t r i bu t e s ,  of  unde r s t and ing ,  warmth,
and d ign i ty .  A ce r t a in  poet  has  s a id  the eyes  a r e  the windows
of  the soul  and  I have s een  the  s ince r i ty  i n  you r s .  Oh!  those
l ips  tha t  I have  never t a s t ed .  I dare  s ay  t ha t  I am no t  wor thy
o f  touching them .

Always you r s ,

Con
********************************

In my next  l e t t e r  I t r i ed  my hand a t  ve r se  i n  i t s  c lo s -
ing  :

Sep t .  15 th ,  1917

My Dea re s t  Queen:

I c e r t a in ly  enjoyed the  t ime  I spen t  w i th  you l a s t  even ing .  I
have  so much to wr i t e .  . . I can on ly  say

Your vo ice  i s  of  a me l low swee tnes s .
Your ha i r  o f  a l i gh t  brown hue ,
Your eyes  l ike  poo l s  o f  f i r e
That  reveal  a na ture  so t r ue .
Though your l ips  l ike  cher ry  b lossoms
That bu r s t  in t he  month of  May
Wi l l  be  plucked a s  b r igh t  red
Cher r i e s  w i th  ca re s se s  t oo ,
Dear  , when you say .

Yours ,

Con
**************  *********  *********

She ob jec ted  i n  no way to these  honeyed words  for  some
days  l a t e r  she  wro t e :
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Se tp .  20 th  1917

Dear  Lieber :

Upon reading your l e t t e r  I f i nd  your cheerful  hear t  overf lowing
wi th  gene rous  happy fee l ings  for  me . . . t r u ly  cheer fu l  and
hea r t  warming.  Your e igh t  l i ne s  of  poet ry  a r e  words  o f  t r i -
umph j sounds t ha t  awaken me eve ry  morning a t  down. Oh!  Dea r ,
I need  a b i t  more  t ime .  Wi th  deepes t  a f f ec t i on ,  I am your s  in
a l l  s i nce r i t y ,

Marie
-************** < ♦ ■*■«#***«■M * * * * * * * *

Frank ly ,  I f e l t  t ha t  one of  t he  mos t  i nd i r ec t  and cha l -
lenging  me thod  o f  express ing  my though t s  and f ee l i ngs  for  he r
wou ld  be  to cont inue  focusing on  ve r s i f i ca t i on ,  i t  being po in t -
ed w i thou t  con jec tu re  o r  su rmise .  Therefore ,  hoping my ly r i c s
migh t  echo many o f  her  t hough t s ,  t hough  I was  equa l ly  aware  o f
he r  d i f f i cu l ty  i n  repea t ing  them,  I f e l t  she  wou ld  respond in
cou r se  of  t ime .  The re  be ing  a s ea son  fo r  every purpose I ven -
tu red  a more  cou rageous ly  approach by  wr i t ing  her  a shor t  mes -
sage  aga in  i n  a few days :

Sep t ,  23 rd ,  1917

Deare s t  Love :

How sha l l  I s a lu t e  you? I can on ly  wr i t e .

Goodbye to the  one o f  my swee te s t  dreams
For she i s  the  one I l ove  i t  s eems .
If i t  i s  she  and I know i t  i s
I ’ l l  s end  her  the  swee tes t  k i s s .

Con .

Sep t .  27 th ,  1917

Dear Con :

How sha l l  I answer  t he  ques t i on  of  the swee tes t  token? Oh!
how d i f f i cu l t  i t  i s  to refuse  a conf ident ia l  f r i end .  Bu t ,
p r ay  g ive  me ample  t ime ,  won’ t  you .  Remember I t o ld  you some
mon ths  ago l i ke  the  Dream Gi r l ,  ' I  have  much p l ace  in my hea r t
’ t i s  t r ue ,  and  I am saving  a g r ea t  b ig  p l ace  fo r  you . ’  P l ea se
repea t  the four  l i ne s  a t  ou r  next mee t ing .  I wou ld  love  to
hea r  them from you pe r sona l ly .

Always you r s ,
Marie .

I t  wou ld  however be  a mistake to conclude t ha t  a l l  was
honey and  no spice for  I r e co l l ec t  there  was  evidence in t he
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content  of  ou r  l e t t e r s  tha t  anx ie ty ,  alarming confus ion ,  and
imag ina t ive  d i s t ru s t  appeared i n  the  minds  o f  bo th  of  u s  a t
t imes  i n  these  mon ths .

I dare no t  burden the  reader w i th  t he  wr i t t en  subs t ance
o f  these  ques t i onab le  messages  which  mi r ro red  p rob lema t i ca l  and
imaginary  ac t i ons .  The reader  migh t  specu la t e  a l i t t l e  r i va l ry
ex i s t ed  i n  t he  f i e ld ,  fo r  there  were  a number o f  de s i r ab l e
young t eache r s  who cou ld  no t  over look  such  a p l eas ing  and cov-
e t ab l e  companion wh i l e  o the r s ,  sons  of  business  men in  nearby
towns,  learned to know he r .  A la rming ly ,  t he  mos t  s t i r r ing  i nc i -
den t  and confronta t ion  was  t ha t  o f  a d i s t an t  cousin i n  C inc in -
na t i  who p resen ted  a po t en t i a l  f u l f i l lmen t  of  he r  burn ing  de -
s i r e ;  the con t inua t ion  of her  educa t ion .  As we learned ea r l i e r
t h i s  pa s s iona t e  craving o f  cont inued educat ion had been  upper-
mos t  in her mind and g rea t l y  magni f ied .  Real iz ing my academic
a t t a inmen t s ,  though l imi t ed ,  her l e t t e r s  and conversa t ions  ex-
p ressed  these  s en t imen t s ,  how could she  be wor thy  i f  she  were
unable  to reach tha t  l eve l?  Ye t ,  how could she go  to col lege
if she  remained in the country?

Encouragingly , a s  her  i nv i t a t i on  was  to r epea t  to her  t he
words  of  my l a s t  poem I was  a b i t  r e t i cen t  and  r e se rved  in the
conversa t ion  a t  th is  September Sunday mee t ing .  Immedia t e ly ,
upon my a r r i va l  she  r e l a t ed  w i th  much eagerness and en thus i a sm
about  the ac t i v i t i e s  o f  the week wi th  her  d i s t an t  cousin  f rom
Cinc inna t i  who was  v i s i t i ng  t he  f ami ly  and had sugges ted  the
poss ib i l i t y  o f  he r  a t t end ing  a co l l ege  in Cincinnat i  t h i s  f a l l .
She  r e l a t ed  t ha t  her  mother and  h i s  were  f i r s t  cous ins ,  knew
each  o the r  in teen-age yea r s  and  con t inued ,  i n t e rmi  t t ing ly  , a
f r i end ly  r e l a t i onsh ip  o f  cor respondence  and family mee t ings .
The cous in  fu r the r  in t imated she cou ld  live w i th  h i s  mo the r ,
w i th  happy home sur roundings  and thereby fu l f i l l  her  w i sh  for
a co l l ege  educa t ion .  Na tu ra l l y ,  her des i r e  was  g rea t l y  aug -
men ted  by  these  sugges t i ons  and the  inducement  he p re sen t ed .

Though on ly  a d i s t an t ly  r e l a t ed  cous in ,  one  I had  never
me t ,  her  desc r ip t ion  o f  h i s  manly qua l i t i e s ,  h i s  co l l ege  edu -
ca t ion  and the i r  p l ea san t  go ings -on  during the  week ,  c r ea t ed
doubtful  fu tu re  consequences  i n  my mind .  Wi th  a l i t t l e  r i va l ry
p re sen t ,  perhaps  imaginary,  I debated her  ac t ion  vehement ly  and
quest ioned her on the a t t i t ude  of  her pa ren t s .  She  had  not i n -
formed them o f  th i s  move,  t hus  ray aim was  to ge t  t he i r  r eac -
t ion  and upon my sugges t ion  they  were  app r i s ed ,  t he  r e su l t  o f
which was  unfavorable and the  conversat ion appeared s l i gh t ly
ru f f l ed  w i th  a number of  chi l l ing  moments  t he rea f t e r .

Continued conversa t ion  increased  the tension though pe r -
haps  I had p re s sed  ou r  love a f fa i r  too forceful  under the c i r -
cums tances ,  thereby conjur ing answers from her t ha t  were
s l i gh t ly  muddled due to t he  a tmosphe re .  I t  i s  to be  r ea l i zed
there  can be two ways ,  somet imes cont radic tory ,  i n  which the
hea r t  and mind respond to a mixed-up conve r sa t i on .  Cur ious ly
enough t ,  though her  r e sponses  were s imp le ,  and d i r ec t ,  they
ce r t a in ly  d rama t i zed  a con f l i c t  i n  my mind .  Wi th  some r e luc -
tancy  I bade her a good  n igh t  and p l ea san t  d r eam.

Many doubtful  ques t i ons  a rose  in my mind c rea t ing
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deba tab le  con jec tu re s .  Is her f r iendship  and love for  me,  i n -
deed ,  more  marked than for  o the r s  and wi l l  she even tua l ly  p re fe r
me? She had neve r  s a id ,  ”yes , ”  bu t  on the o the r  hand  she  had
never d i s t i nc t l y  and empha t i ca l l y  s a id  "No . "  Aga in ,  she  showed
unhappiness  when I reminded her  of  t ha t  f ac t  t ha t  I was  doub t -
fu l  of  he r  f ee l i ngs  for me .  My l e t t e r  to her  t he  next  day  ca r -
r i ed  a tone o f  modera t ion ,  ye t  I d id  no t  omit  a re fe rence  to
her  dubious a t t i t ude .  I t  read  a s  fo l l ows :

Oc t .  1 s t ,  1917

Dear  Mar i e :

I do no t  know how to add re s s  you s ince  t he  conve r sa t i on  of  l a s t
even ing .  I t  s eems  to me tha t  I have  presumed too much in t he
pas t .  I do no t  know how to t ake  you o r  how to explain your
though t s  and  f ee l i ngs .  Las t  n igh t  a f t e r  a r r iv ing  home I re -
viewed our  conve r sa t i on .  I am a t  s ea ,  d r i f t ing  somewhere and
do not know where .  You appear to be  p leased  wi th  ce r t a in  love
expressions o f  the  pas t  bu t  l a s t  n igh t  when I s a id ,  "Perhaps  I
might  r ece ive  your love  some day , "  your r e sponse ,  "Tha t ’ s  ask-
ing much wi th  some chance . "

P lea se  pardon me for  wr i t i ng  these  words  for  I am ce r t a in  your
mind was  e l sewhere  a t  the t ime  for I know your hea r t  would  re -
be l  a t  t he se  t hough t s .  I can never th ink  of  you hypoc r i t i ca l ly .
P l ea se  may I c lose  by say ing :

I beg your pardon i f  i t  be t rue
I ’ve  wr i t t en  something in su l t i ng  to you .
Al l  came from the  hea r t  t he se  f ee l i ngs  expressed
And hope the p r iv i l ege  a l l  wrongs to r ed re s s .

Yours i n  a l l  s i nce r i t y ,
Con .

I t  i s  too ea r ly  to r e l a t e  the ou tcome o f  t h i s  supposedly
formidab le  encounter  w i thou t  f i r s t  reading her  r e sponse .  Pre-
ma tu re ly ,  one  cou ld  specu la t e  on  the  outcome bu t  the  reader
can  t ake  hea r t  fo r  i t  i s  no t  too l a t e  to f ind  t he  answer  i n  her
prec ious  l e t t e r  t ha t  I r e ce ived  in a few days .  I t  had been
wr i t t en  two days  a f t e r  receiving mine and according to  he r  ve r -
sion she mus t  have  been g rea t l y  d i s tu rbed .

Apparen t ly  she a rose  a t  a ve ry  ea r ly  hour for  she could
no t  s leep t ha t  evening o r  the following one .  Taking a wa lk
about the  yard and  around the  house ,  s t r i v ing  to iden t i fy  t h i s
puzz l ing  anxie ty ,  she me t  he r  mother  who from exper ience was
aware  o f  t hese  youthful  pe rp l ex i t i e s .  A deep and abiding
unders tanding passed  between them for  her  mo the r  begged her to
be  pa t i en t  un t i l  she  could  unear th  the  meaning o f  i t  a l l .  The
second day wi th  g rea t l y  depressed  sp i r i t  she t r ied  to he lp  w i th
the  morning chores  of  the  house  bu t  of  no ava i l .  Phys i ca l l y ,
she could  no t  muster  enough energy to car ry  on .  Her thoughts
were  f l i t t i ng  from p i l l a r  to pos t  on the  deba tab le  idea o f  r eg -
i s t e r ing  a t  school  a s  sugges ted  by  her cousin  which r e su l t ed
in  nega t ive  responses  o f  mine and those  o f  he r  pa ren t s .  Our
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cont rovers ia l  d ia logue  o f  the evening and my misconveived de -
parture did not a l l ev i a t e  he r  d i scomfor t .  She had been able
a s  a teenager  to f ind pa r i sh  l i f e  u se fu l ,  s a t i s fy ing ,  and in -
t e l l ec tua l  and  now growing in to  womanhood i t  shou ld  provide  an
ou t l e t  for  her  ene rg ie s  and conso l a t i on .  The chu rch  and  school
were more than p l aces  to pas s  the t ime  for  they  had  of f  e red  her
soc i a l  and sp i r i tua l  rewards i n  the pas t .  Thus i n s t i nc t l y ,  to
a l l ev ia te  her  mental  d i s t r e s s ,  she accepted the  i nv i t a t i on
to a s s i s t  the  nuns  i n  a r ranging  a s t age  for  t he  coming par i sh
home- t a l en t  p l ay ,  'Murde r  Wi l l  Ou t , '  one  i n  which  she would  be
a prominent  cha rac t e r .

Hopeful ly  an t i c ipa t ing  a l e t t e r  from me wh ich  migh t  con-
ta in  chee r fu l  and consol ing words ,  t h i s  thought  and the  com-
rad  sh ip  of  the  nuns ,  caused  the  af te rnoon to pas s  qu i ck ly ,  t hus
eas ing  he r  mind t empora r i ly .  However,  she managed to  s l i p  away
f rom the  schoo l  i n  the l a t e  a f t e rnoon  and  wen t  s t r a igh t  to t he
pos t  o f f i ce  a s  f a s t  a s  her  aching f ee t  could ca r ry  he r .  She
no ted  upon en te r ing  the  Pos t  Off ice  t ha t  t he  5 o ’ c lock  t r a in
had  b rough t  a l e t t e r  wh ich  she  i n s t i nc t i ve ly  s e i zed .  Wi th  f i r e
on her cheeks ,  evoking a s ickening  sensat ion and ,  w i th  pant ing
b rea th  she rushed  home to  her room where  w i th  g rea t e r  men ta l
d i s tu rbance  and trembling hands  she  opened i t .

Fo r  a b r i e f  moment i t  would seem ra sh  to predict  t ha t
she  would no t  be  ab le  to mee t  the  c r i s i s  b r ave ly .  Indeed,  i t
i s  true t ha t  she fe l l  upon the bed  and  buried her  head mise r -
ab ly ,  in the  pages  o f  t he  l e t t e r  whi le  slow b i t t e r  t ea r s  ran
down he r  cheeks that splat tered upon the  i nk ,  pa r t l y  ob l i t e r -
ating the  s c r ip t .  How long she lay  there she  could  no t  remem-
be r  but  she  had  an i l lus ion of being l i f ted  up bodily and  ca r -
r i ed  away by someone s t rong ,  her l ove r .  She  saw him approach-
ing ,  bending ove r  he r .  k i s s ing  he r ,  and carrying her swif t ly
off to some place  t ha t  took a l l  her  bodi ly  wear iness  away .

With  a s t a r t  she  awoke and found the d isappear ing r ays
o f  the  s inking sun playing capers  w i th  the ob j ec t s  in t he  room.

It was  no secret  to t he  household t ha t  she  was  about the
house  for her  g randmother  and  the  mo the r  had seen her  walk ing
wi th  a r ap id  s t r i de ,  apparent ly  pe r tu rbed ,  up the g rave l  pa th
and in to  the house .  More s ign i f i can t  however ,  was  t he  f ac t
t ha t  she  d id  no t  appear a t  the supper t ab le  wh ich  r evea l ed  she
had  r ece ived  l e s s  than favorab le  news* The grandmo ther decided
to go  to her  room and upon en t e r ing  she  had  no d i f f i cu l ty  i n
recogniz ing  a d i s t r e s s ing  s i t ua t i on  and  an oppor tun i ty  to p ro -
j ec t  a good word  for me i f  need  be ,  t ha t  i s  i f  I had been the
’ an l age '  ( cause ) .  Noncha l an t ly ,  she s a t  on  t he  edge of the
bed ,  s t roking he r  d i sa r rayed  ha i r  w i th  a gen t l e  ca re s s  and wi th
a soothing vo ice  spoke about  the  problems of youth  . . . ’How
lovers  themse lves  o f t en  c r ea t e  pe t t y  fo l l i e s  t ha t  b reed  the i r
own d i f f i cu l t i e s  . . . Love does no t  have to do w i th  w i sdom,
experience,  or  reasoning but  i s  u sua l ly  af fec ted  by a w i l l -o f -
the -wisp  creat ion in the l and  of  you th . ’

I t  i s  to be  remembered tha t  grandmother had  kept school
for  the children in the a r ea  in her  f i r s t  yea r s  in Amer i ca .  A
proverb wr i t t en  on  the  blackboard i n  the  morning t augh t  the
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ch i ld ren  no t  only  a moral  lesson  for  the day bu t  i t  was  a l so  a
model fo r  penmanship exe rc i s e s .  She confronted w i th  t h i s  dra-
ma t i c  s i t ua t i on ,  b i t s  o f  wisdom f l a shed  fo r th  in her  mind  in
sp i t e  of the s ix ty  o r  more yea r s  s ince  teaching and wi th  a l i l t
in  her  vo ice  and the  magic  ca re s s  o f  he r  hand ,  she of fe red  two
sugges t ive  b i t s  o f  advice :  ’ ’Kur tz  i s t  der Schmer tz  and owig i s
d i e  F reude , ”  (br ief  i s  one ’ s  sorrow bu t  end le s s  i s  t he  j oy ) ,
and ,  ’’Die Rose  bl ixht  n i ch t  ohne  Dornen , ”  ( t he  rose  does no t
b loom wi thou t  t ho rns ) .

Desp i t e  the  f ac t  t ha t  t he  sky seemed to have  f a l l en  a few
hours  ago these  words  o f  the g randmothe r  and  the  cha t ty  d i a -
logue e r a sed  t he  t ea r s  from Mar i e ’ s  b lu r r ed  eyes  and  b rough t
co lo r  and a smi l e  to her  cheeks .  Assu r ing  grandmother  t ha t  she
wou ld  shed no more t ea r s  and  wi th  a dawning r ea l i za t i on  t ha t
bo th  could  have  been  a t  f au l t ,  she reso lved  to wr i t e  me tha t
even ing .  These  were her prec ious  words  t ha t  supplement  the
s to ry :

October 4 th ,  1917

Dea re s t  Fr iend:

Bel ieve  me you a r e  my dea re s t  f r iend . . . s u re ly  surpr ised  to
have  s a id  these  words • . . c e r t a in ly  my though t s  were absen t
to t hem.  You mus t  bel ieve me tha t  words spoken wi th  l ips  and
the hea r t  absen t  have no mean ing .  I s ince re ly  a sk  forg iveness
wi th  a l l  my hea r t  . . .  I am hea r t s i ck  and cannot r e t i r e  w i th -
ou t  f i r s t  apo log iz ing .  Goodness ,  how can I do t ha t ,  mee t ing
you persona l ly?  A l l  I can do i s  to wr i t e  through eyes  f i l l ed
wi th  heavy t ea r s .  My brow i s  burning and my cheeks  a r e  ho t
and f l u shed .  . . • k i s se s  o f  yours on them l ike the f i r s t
ones  some weeks  ago would  aga in  make me f ee l  so good . . .  I
sha l l  be ,  Oh!  so g l ad  to meet  you aga in  next  Sunday and  a l l  o f
th i s  w i l l  be  a th ing of t he  pas t .  You a re  mine and I am your
sweethear t  .

Marie .
*♦♦###♦#*#*♦**♦*♦«♦**♦*♦****«***

In re t rospec t  i t  i s  mos t  i n t r i gu ing  and  amaz ing  how o f t en
we a t t empted  to conform to each o the r ’ s  t h ink ing .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,
t he  r e su l t s  ended wi th  cha r i t ab l e  conso l a t i on  fo r  there  was  a l -
ways  a w i l l i ngnes s  to g ive  and take  w i th  gene rous  s a t i s f ac -
t i on .  Inva r i ab ly ,  t he se  qua l i t i e s  had  been expressed in  our
l e t t e r s  a f t e r  a con f ron t a t i on .  However to assume tha t  both  o f
us  were  no t  a shade r icher  i n  exper iences  and a shade wi se r
wou ld  be  a mis t ake  for  indeed ,  I ,  had lea rned  a lesson  in  p ru -
dence and  would exerc i se  more  d i sc re t ion  i n  un rave l l i ng  the
meaning of  some of  her  t hough t s  in the fu tu re  for  she a lways
expressed the w i sh  to be  a f r i end  to everyone .  Paradoxica l ly ,
some uneas iness  s t i l l  remained in my mind and pe rhaps  for  good
reason since l e s s  than ha l f  o f  the race  had been run .

I dec ided tha t  fu tu re  d i s cus s ions  of  the  cous in ’ s  ac t i -
v i t i e s  would be considered in the  l i gh t  of h i s  f ami ly ’ s  r e l a -
t i onsh ip .  S imu l t aneous ly ,  I had  to admit t ha t  the desc r ip t i on
of h im ,  h i s  v i s i t ,  and ac t i v i t i e s  o f  the  week could be  ques t ioned  .
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Though she had  r e l a t ed  them innocen t ly  and f r ee ly ,  w i th  un -
ques t ioned  s impl ic i ty  and muni f icent  f rankness .

There i s  no ga insay ing  tha t  I gave  s e r ious ,  ye t ,  s incere
thought  to a course of a c t i on  i n  the  fu tu re  in order  to c r ea t e
a g r ea t e r  degree of i n t e r e s t  and perhaps develop a love fo rme .
Ins t i nc t i ve ly ,  my mind rever ted  to va r ious  theor ies  of  human
behav ior  to which I had  been  exposed in  ce r t a in  academic
courses  a t  t he  Un ive r s i t y  i n  1914-1915 .  One axiom tha t  I had
used  in the  th ree  yea r s  of  teaching  to ga in  a t t en t ion  o f  the
pup i l s  was ,  ’The  g rea t e r  t he  degree o f  a t t en t ion  and  in t e r e s t
t ha t  one  could i n s t i l l  in  ano the r ,  t he  g rea t e r  would  be  t he
response  to a d i rec ted  consc iousness ,  t hus  a l e r t ed  consc iousness
would  influence the  thinking and act ion of t he  i nd iv idua l . ’
Why not  pu t  t h i s  theory to a t e s t  a t  t h i s  t ime? Why no t  u se  a
cont radic tory  method of love-making by combining the  pas t  a f -
f ec t i ona t e  messages  in my l e t t e r s  w i th  vague or  indiscr iminate
ges tu re s  of fr iendship in our  personal  meet ings?  I was we l l
aware of the f ac t  tha t  these  ac t s  should  be more  vague than
d i sc r imina te  and  to be  used  for  u l t ima te  favorable  r e su l t s .
Contempla t ing  t ha t  these  f r iendly  confronta t ions  would  c r ea t e
s i t ua t i ons  t ha t  were  no t  rea l  ( bu t  would ex i s t  in her imagina-
t ion  on ly ) ,  how could  I accompl ish  t h i s  w i thou t  her  becoming a -
ware  of  my mischief?  Indeed,  a f t e r  g iv ing  th i s  though t -ou t
scheme wi th  much de l ibe ra t i on ,  neve r the l e s s ,  being confronted
wi th  some misg iv ings  of  i t s  succes s  and  pos s ib l e  d i re  conse-
quences,  I ca r r i ed -ou t  the i dea .

I considered i t  a marked mer i t  i f  a t  f u tu re  mee t ings  I
wou ld  carry  ou t  my ac t s  o f  o ld - t ime  f r i endsh ip  o f  chummy sk i r -
mi shes ,  of  jabber  and p ra t t l e .  In t he  rendi t ion  of  songs  I
wou ld  cause  no exc i t emen t  w i th  ac t s  o f  genera l  pantomimes o f
my eyes ,  or  tone  o f  my vo ice .  Indeed, I was  of  the  opinion tha t
t h i s  method should not  appear a s  a d i r ec t  conf ron ta t ion .  Bu t
why r e l a t e  a l l  th is  w i th  an ep i logue  be fo re  the  s to ry .

Cur ious ly  enough ,  I r i sked  the  ou tcome  of t h i s  deba t ab l e
program the  next  Sunday evening •

When I a r r i ved  she  r an  down the  g rave l  pa th ,  through the
wicke t  ga t e  to the auto  a s  i t  came to a f a l t e r ing  ha l t  d i s re -
garding the pas  t unp lea san t  epi  sode . S l i gh t ly  b lushing wi th  em-
bar ras smen t  bu t  laughing exc i ted ly ,  she gave  me her  hand and
sa id ,  ”How g lad  I am to see you . ”  Equal ly  respons ive  I gave
her hand a decidedly affect ionate  handshake.

She had  the g rea t  charm of being lovab le ,  incapable  o f
being lukewarm and never a ha l f -hea r t ed  response to anyone .
My chi ldren  no t  knowing her  i n  her you th ,  I a t t emp ted  to ac -
qua in t  them of t h i s  t ende rnes s ,  gen t l enes s  and  wi l l i ng  kindness
a s  they grew to ma tu r i t y .  That  i s ,  i f ,  somet imes  they found her
words  or  sugges t ions  c rea ted  puzz l ing  s i t ua t i ons  w i th ,  pe rhaps ,
equa l ly  ques t ionab le  r e su l t s ,  t hey  should remember reading these
cho ice  words  i n  her l a s t  l e t t e r :  ”1  cannot i n su l t  anyone for
everyone i s  my f r i end .  Ib i s  g r ace  of  tenderness  I i nhe r i t ed
from my mothe r ,  thanks to he r .  I am to ld  t ha t  a l i fe  w i thou t
f r i ends  i s  a dreary one .  I t r u ly  can  say  I have  many f r iends
and how happy I am for t h i s . ”
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I am happy to reveal  the even ing ' s  conversat ion was w i th -
ou t  doubt very congenial and to a subs tan t i a l  degree a rambling
discourse on  the meaning of  love a t  an a rm ' s  l eng th .  I t  is  a
f ac t  t ha t  the  environment was  idea l  for a r ide  about the country-
s ide  a t  a sna i l ' s  pace and bribed by  a ful l  moon in  a s t a r l i t
sky i t  was  a pe r fec t  yet unplanned s i t ua t i on .  Wi thout  a d i s tu rb-
ing thought  of where we were going o r  the ever  t ick- tock of
passing t ime was  our experience .

I ca r r ied  ou t  my tan ta l iz ing  ac t .  I t  would  take l i t t l e
o r  no imaginat ion to assume tha t  two lovers would be  d i s -
couraged to show a b i t  o f  infect ious exci tement  o f  t enderness ,
a f r i end ly  t e t e - a - t e t e  wh i l e  ambling up and down over long
country g rave l  roads where  scarcely anyone pas sed .  She we l l
knew my ab i l i ty  of  one-arm driving in  the pas t  which a t  the
time was  an inducement for her to recl ine nearby and accept  the
l iberty o f  an occasional  peck on her cheek o r  a brush on her
ha i r .  Unlike my behavior in t he  pas t  there were  no such
goings-on tonight for the conversation was  a kind of  shadow-
boxing or  word-play o f  the meaning of love  and friendship.
There were many quest ionable gazes  during the double- ta lk
( sense  and nonsense ) ,  d iscuss ion which I sk i l l fu l ly  dodged wi th
a shif t  to the  bantering of  days gone by .

Upon arriving home wi th  l i t t l e  change, perhaps inwardly,
we walked quie t ly  and slowly up the narrow path  to the house
where  I made no a t t emp t  on leave- taking o the r  than to t r ea t  her
a s  a f r i end .  As the moon came ou t  from behind a cloud I saw a
puzzling expression on her face  and two tiny teardrops s lowly
appeared i n  the  corner of  her  eyes .  Thanking her for a very
merry evening o f  fun and f ro l ic  and squeezing her  hand tenderly
I bade her goodnight .

In sp i t e  o f  a l l  of  t h i s  joshing about love and f r iend-
sh ip ,  my l e t t e r  dated the  next day ,  carried reassurance of my
love  for  he r .  I wro te  a s  a man and told her  of  my in t ima te
l i f e  and my love .  How my pr ide  and personal  d ign i ty  was  i n -
volved  and  how proud I was  of  he r ;  one possess ing  such an array
o f  qua l i t i e s :  beau ty ,  t a l en t ,  charm,  and gen t l enes s .  Br i l -
l i an t ly ,  I wro te  these words :

Oc t .  9 th ,  1917

Dear r ie :

Considering the definit ion o f  love  and  friendship a s  defined
by  Webster  and  the various meanings we might  have  given them,
these  are my true s en t imen t s :

Sweetheart of  mine,  I 'm  dreaming,
Dreaming of you and your l ove ,
For i f  I should procure i t ,
I t  would be  Heaven above.

But  I ' l l  be  ever wa i t i ng ,
Waiting for you and your k i s s .
My reward w i l l  no t  be  vain g lo ry
But  the h ighes t  of heavenly b l i s s . Con .
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Her l e t t e r  a few days  l a t e r :

Oc t .  13 th ,  1917

Dear  Fr iend  Con:

Your charming l e t t e r  p l aced  me in  second Heaven .  . . . Love i s
one  th ing one  cannot  pu t  i n to  words ,  My Dea r !  I don ’ t  be l i eve
anyone can descr ibe  t he  emot ions  t ha t  surged th rough  my be ing  .
But Dear  Hea r t ,  I know tha t  no one  can  r evea l  t he  f ac t  o f  h i s
love  in a sweeter  way than  you have  i n  such meaningfu l  ve r se .
I have  memor ized  your beau t i fu l  love  song for  i t  ha s  g rea t
meaning for  me bu t  I mus t  keep you wa i t i ng  for  a r ea son .  I hope
to t e l l  you some t ime .  How soon? I do no t  know bu t  I am hop ing
i t  w i l l  be  soon .  You mus t  know tha t  i t  i s  a r ea l  ba t t l e  fo rme
when I read your endear ing  p romises  to b r igh t en  my fu tu re .  Do
be l i eve  me .

Your s ince re  f r i end ,

Mar i e
««*♦*■*»♦**♦****■»♦*♦»##*<» * « *«*»♦«

One can  su rmise  the re  were  some ex t r eme ly  impor t an t  ques -
t i ons  to be  so lved  by he r ,  for  many ba rbed  and  con f l i c t i ng
though t s  were d i s tu rb ing  he r .  On the  one s ide  o f  the  ba l ance
shee t  were these  i t ems  to  be  cons idered :  her  dec is ion  mus t  be
ce r t a in ,  not  p remature ly  made,  and  her youth  and in t e l l i gence
mus t  support the pos s ib i l i t y  o f  an educa t ion .  Other  cons ide r -
a t i ons  were  o f f s e t t i ng  t he se  a s  she pondered:  w i l l  I j eopar -
d i ze  t h i s  t rue  love  by wa i t i ng?  He,  go ing  in to  mi l i t a ry  s e r -
v i ce  t he  coming yea r ,  shou ld  I r i sk  my fu tu re  t rue  happiness
by a t tending  school?

Ye t ,  t he re  i s  l i t t l e  doubt  she  a t t empted  to answer  t he se
bothersome ques t i ons  of  f r i endsh ip  and  love  c l ea r ly  and wi th
hones ty .  In sp i t e  of my a r t fu l  dodging a t  t imes  i t  never de -
te r red  u s  i n  be ing  f r ank  wi th  each o the r ,  fo r  i t  was  t h i s  r i ch -
nes s  o f  r e spec t  t ha t  u l t ima te ly  so lved  our p rob lems .

The d i f f e rences  i n  my approach  had  an e f f ec t  on bo th  ou r
pe r sona l  r e l a t i ons  a s  we l l  a s  i n  mind  and hea r t .  By applying
even  g rea t e r  e loquence  i n  ve r s i f i ca t i on  I a s su red  he r  t ha t  my
fee l ings  for her had no t  changed .  Indeed ,  t ime  promoted  a
g rea t e r  consc iousness  o f  a needed companionship  for  happ ines s
r a the r  than  f r i endsh ip .

I t  was unde r s tood  tha t  I shou ld  ca l l  i n  two weeks  and
wi th  Hal loween  being around the  corner  she reminded me o f  i t
being the  ann ive r sa ry  o f  our  mos t  p l ea san t  yea r  o f  co r r e spon-
dence ,  t hus ,  a ce l eb ra t ion  was  in o rde r .  Halloween came wi th
i t s  gob l in s ,  pumpkins ,  c ider  and  donu t s  and wi th  i t  the s ing ing
of ’L i t t l e  Orphan Ann ie , ’  by  her young s i s t e r ,  Es the r .  Thanks-
g iv ing ,  a few weeks  l a t e r  b rought  a t ab l e  l i t e r a l l y  loaded wi th
good cheer  which  p re sen t ed  a p i c tu re  o f  country abundance.
These fami ly  ga the r ings  o f  common in t e r e s t s ,  conce rn ,  and a f -
f ec t i on ,  came and wen t  w i th  the  u sua l  f l i gh t  o f  t ime  and de -
mons t r a t ed  ce r t a in  pene t ra t ing  r ea l i t i e s  o f  t he i r  f ami ly  l i f e
to me .
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I t  appeared  t he  two weeks were  f a r  too long for  ne i t he r  o f
us  could  endure  the suspense ,  a l e t t e r  from each  c rossed  in
the i r  f l i gh t ,  t e l l i ng  more  o f  our  i n t ima te  t hough t s  and  d reams .
Aga in ,  s e r ious  cons ide ra t i on  had  been g iven  by each  to  t he
rea l i t y  of the impor tance  o f  one to the  o the r .  I t  i s  no t  su r -
pr i s ing  t ha t  on the  f i r s t  day  o f  t he  t h i rd  week  o f  November ,
t he  5 :00  o ' c lock  t r a in  brought  my sho r t  no t e .

November 20 th ,  1917

My Dear  Swee thea r t :

I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  i f  no t  imposs ib le  to refra in  f rom t e l l i ng
you how much I missed  you l a s t  even ing .  Somehow you were  i n  my
dreams  a l l  n igh t ,  not  r ea l i z ing  whe the r  I was  a s l eep  o r  awake .
Dear  Hea r t !  won ' t  you agree tha t  God saw f i t  to  g ive  u s  s imi -
l a r  t hough t s ,  de s i r e s ,  a ims ,  and  purposes to fu l f i l l  l i f e ' s
work? Bu t ,  Oh Mar i e !  t h i s  t hough t ,  w i l l  i t  be o r  no t  to be?
I t  wou ld  be  ha rd  to pa r t  from hea r t  to hea r t  f o r  we l i ved  and
loved and  d reamed .  Oh!  I t r i ed  to forge t  bu t  could  no t  suc -
ceed in e ras ing  the t hough t .

If you were  her  o r  I were  the re
I ' d  sha re  my joy ,  I do dec l a r e .
But  Dear Hea r t ,  w i th  u rgen t  tone
Your t rue  l ove ,  for  me a lone .

Con

Her p rec ious  l e t t e r  came a few days  l a t e r .

December 1 s t ,  1917

Dear  Swee thea r t :

Oh Dear  I how much I m i s s  you .  I t  seems  to me you do no t  r ea l -
i ze  t ha t  I r ea l l y  do .  How can you th ink tha t  t h i s  l i t t l e  g i r l
could fo rge t  the  many k indnesses  and  endearing promises?  So
p lease  remember I sha l l  a lways  ca l l  you a very dea r  f r i end  i f
no t  more .  If anyone were  to ask  me how of ten  I re read  your
l e t t e r s  and a l l  the o the r  dear ones  I could make no r ep ly .  I
r ehearse  your poems for  they  cons t an t ly  echo th rough  my mind ,
ho r a f te r  hou r ,  even in  my s l eep .  If you had to ld  me pe r -
sona l ly  t hose  dear s ay ings  you wro te  i n  your l e t t e r  I c e r t a in ly
cou ld  no t  have ref ra ined  f rom g iv ing  you my mos t  precious g i f  t ,
A KISS.  So a t  t h i s  moment I 'm  sending one  by  ma i l  to you a lone ,
Dea r .  Your t rue  l ove .

Mar i e

The sun  was  reaching i t s  l owes t  ebb tha t  b r i e f  December
Day ( ac tua l ly  i t  was  nea r  the  midd le  o f  t he  mon th ) ,  wh i l e  i t s
d imin i sh ing  g ray  r ays  were  ou t  o f  s i gh t  long before  i t  s e t .
There was  no ques t ion  t ha t  midwin t e r  had  s ank  heav i ly  i n to  the
s to rmy  p l a in s  of  Wes t - cen t r a l  Ohio  fo r  a l im i t l e s s  b l anke t  o f
snowclouds  was  b lo t t i ng  ou t  the  sky and in  a moment i t  h id  a l l
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s t a r s  and  the  fu l l  moon a s  we l l .  The w ind  came ou t  of the
Nor th -eas t ,  a lways  a forerunner  of  much snow,  ma te r i a l i z ing  i n
the  nex t  minu te  w i th  v io l en t  gus t s  of  w ind  tha t  we re  d r iv ing
f ine  powdery snow eve rywhere ,  i nc rea s ing  in  v io lence  dur ing  the
n igh t  .

The nex t  morning when v iewing  the  who le  count rys ide  a s
f a r  a s  the  eye  could s ee ,  t he re  was  a wh i t e ,  smoo th ,  spo t l e s s
ca rpe t  over sof t  swel l ing  knobs and  bumps in  the  weed le s s  f ro -
zen  f i e ld .  To the Nor th  o f  t he  house  the  young o rcha rd  of
naked f ru i t  t r ee s ,  l i ke  wooded g round ,  made a mo t ion l e s s  da rk
spo t  on t he  wh i t e  b lanket  beyond .  In the  d i s t ance ,  ac ross  the
road ,  one could d i s t i ngu i sh  heavy smoke barely v i s ib l e ,  cu r l ing
as  i t  a t t emp ted  to r i s e  from the chimneys of  grandf  a the r  Adam’ s
b r i ck  house .  The en t i r e  day was  a da rk ,  s t o rmy ,  gray-looking
one  and  the  sky  had a du l l ,  cold t i n t  which  appeared ,  pe r iod -
i ca l l y ,  be tween bl inding c louds of  t h i ck  heavy snow wh i r l s .

The cold was  excess ive  and  the  snowfall  increased wi th -
ou t  in te r rup t ion  t he  nex t  day which  h indered  me in t rave l ing
the  three  mi l e s  to my schoo l .  The descr ipt ion of  Whi t t i e r  in
’Snowbound ,*  could  never have  been  more r ea l .

"And when the  second morning shone ,
We looked upon a wor ld  unknown
on no th ing  we could ca l l  o r  own .

The f ami l i a r  s i gh t s  o f  ou r s ,
Took marve lous  shapes ;
S t r ange  domes and  tower s ,

Rose up where  s ty  o r  corncr ib  s tood ,
Or garden wa l l  o r  be l t  of  wood ;
A smooth wh i t e  mound the  b rushp i l e  showed,

A f ence l e s s  d r i f t  wha t  once  was  road

The b r id l e -pos t  an o ld  man sa t
w i th  l oose - f lung  coat  and  high cocked ha t . "

Fo r tuna t e ly  o r  un fo r tuna t e ly ,  a f reezing ra in  had f a l l en
the next  n igh t ,  covering the hidden landscape w i th  a coa t ing
of g l eaming ,  i c e -g l azed ,  sol id  su r face  of  snow.  I had no d i f -
f i cu l ty  in tramping ac ross  f ie lds  and woods, unhindered by
fences  to the  church and school three miles away .  There I
found a number o f  l ingering boys and g i r l s  awai t ing me .

There was  more to t h i s  snowfa l l  than a l l  the  odd-
shaped phan toms ,  the  whir l ing  and howling win t ry  w inds ,  and the
heaped-up d r i f t s  over  fences  and  roads .  My swee thea r t  had  t o
forego a Sunday n igh  t o f  p l ea su re  w i  t h  someone who was ve ry  dear
to he r .  A l e t t e r  wr i t t en  l a t e  i n  t he  evening ind ica ted  her  un-
happiness  .

Dec .  17 th ,  1917

Dea re s t  F r i end :

You know Dea r  I j u s t  c an*  t concen t r a t e  my mind on  any th ing  to -
n igh t .  T f ee l  so ve ry  d i sappo in ted  s ince  you could  not  be  w i th
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me.  When considering the  snow-covered roads  and wea the r ,  I
shou ld  have known the  d i f f i cu l ty  in coming.  Papa t ea sed  me o f
disappointment  bu t  he was  a good pa l  a l l  even ing ,  for  I sang
and played the songs  for h im .  Oh Dea r  I How I w i sh  our  mee t ings
were  l i ke  o f  o ld .  How you would look in to  my eyes which t o ld
me so much of  your love  and how you would cover my cheeks  and
ha i r  w i th  k i s se s .  Are  you coming Chr i s tmas  evening? I do hope
so .  You mus t  come for I ’m  cer ta in  i f  you do no t  my Chr i s tmas
wi l l  be  wor se  than eve r .  I w i sh  I had  a l i f e s i ze  p i c tu re  of
you .  P l ea se ,  g ive  me one  for  my g i f t  for I cou ld  i n  sp i r i t
see  your personal  se l f  a t  a l l  t imes .  Sending you a who le  l o t
more  love  than  ever  be fo re ,  Your Dear  Ntarie .

For near ly  a week men and boys ,  shod wi th  buckskins  ( f e l t -
boo t s  reaching to the knee ) ,  heads  p ro t ec t ed  w i th  homekni t caps  ,
and hands w i th  sheepskin g loves ,  shoveled  snow and c lea red  the
roadway for one-way t r ave l  between wa l l s  o f  d r i f t ed  snow, a l -
lowing wagons ,  s leds or  perhaps  an auto  to t ravel  a few miles
on adjoining roads .  An occasional  c l ea red  t u rn -ou t ,  was  cu t
in to  an ad j acen t  bank for pa s s ing .  These h i l a r ious  days were
t ru ly  hol idays  for  young and  o ld  which demons t ra ted  an  im-
p re s s ive  community sp i r i t  t ha t  was  g rea t l y  emphas ized  by  the
joyous ca l l s  f rom wives  and daugh te r s  a s  the shovelers  passed
the i r  f a rm houses ,  "Won’t  you come in  and warm up wi th  a s t eam-
ing cup o f  cof fee?”  Dozens  o f  piping ho t  mugs of  coffee and
sugar  and oa tmea l  cookies were  consumed wi th  mus t  gus to .  I n -
va r i ab ly ,  a f t e r  a day ’ s  shoveling w i th  f a rm chores  comple ted ,
t he se  young fo lks  covered w i th  b l anke t s  in straw-bedded bob-
s l eds  would  r ace  to d i s t an t  v i l l ages  w i th  ga l lop ing  and f ro s t -
covered ho r se s ,  wh i l e  s l e ighbe l l s  and dwindl ing screams o f  ex-
h i l e r a t i ons  could be hea rd ,  breaking the s t i l l ne s s  of t he  even-
ing . Such were  the days  o f  o ld  o f  f a l l en  snow,  o f  bobs l eds ,  o f
s l e igh  r i de s  and  country  dances  wh ich  t he  p re sen t  gene ra t i on
wi l l  never  exper ience .

The roads having been pa r t l y  c leared  she  had  no doubt
tha t  I would be ab l e  to v i s i t  her  on Chr i s tmas ,  un l e s s  a huge
coverinn o f  new snow shou ld  f a l l  w i th in  the  week .  Th i s  she
dare  no t  con templa t e .

When I a ro se  on Chr i s tmas  morning the  sun was  j u s t  dawn-
ing over  the l eve l  f i e ld s  of snow, the  air was  f r e sh ,  the sky
c loud le s s ,  and a l l  was  indesc r ibab ly  beau t i fu l .  My f i r s t  du ty
tha t  day was  to perform the o rgan i s t  and choir  ac t i v i t i e s  of
Chr i s tmas  Day a t  10 :00  a t  t he  Sharpsburg chu rch .

Inescapedly,  I was  compelled to view th is  Holy day  a s  my
la s t  opportuni ty  for a des i r ab le  Chris tmas  program because  o f
po ten t i a l  army serv ices  the  coming yea r ,  t hus  I devoted  much
effor t  to i t s  performance.  The adu l t  church choi r  and four
pup i l s  performed a joyful ,  ho ly ,  and unexpected program o f
Chr i s tmas  hymns and the rendi t ion  of  a spr igh t ly  arrangement of
the  Glor ia  and  Credo for t he  occas ion .  We were  h ighly  compl i -
mented  by  the many pa r i shoner s  who appeared to echo our  ga i e ty
and sp i r i t .  The v i l l age r s  doffed the i r  ha t s  and u t t e r ed  hea r ty
good  wishes  o f  the season a s  they pas sed .
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Af te r  the l a t e  a f t e rnoon  re l ig ious  se rv ices  I was on my
way to her  home bu t  r a the r  exc i t ed  w i th  the thought t ha t  t h i s
could be  an occas ion  long to be  remembered .

Her l a s t  l e t t e r  reminded me of  the f ac t  t ha t  i t  c a r r i ed
ve ry  de f in i t e  and encouraging love  express ions ,  bordering on
an ever-deeping se r iousness  of more t han  f r i endsh ip ,  wh ich  a s -
sured me tha t  subs t an t i a l  p rogress  had  been made .

Wi th  l i t t l e  e f fo r t  one  could  specu la te  t ha t  I ,  w i th  my
recent  photo  and her  f avo r i t e  box o f  candy,  t i ed  up w i th  r i b -
bon and bow,  tucked under  my a rm,  approached the  house  w i th  ex-
treme confidence in my expec t a t i ons .  With in  a minute  we found

our se lves  i n  t he  f ron t room a lone .  S imul taneous ly ,  gaz ing  in to
her  upturned f ace ,  whisper ing so f t l y  to her  of  her  con tag ious
en thus i a sm,  her  rare beau ty  and unfa l te r ing  s t ead fa s tnes s ,  I
presented the box  of 'Whi tman’ s  Sanpie r ’  w i th  t h i s  a t t ached
love  no t e :

’ ’ Jus t  t he  same Old  Chr i s tmas  Gree t ing ,
Just  t he  same g rea t  w i sh  I s end ,
Jus t  t he  same o ld  message  speaking
Love tha t  l oves  un to  t he  end . ”

Affording her  t ime to r ead  the no t e ,  I ,  w i th  ba t ed  b rea th
sa id ,  ”Oh Mar i e !  you a r e  my dream g i r l  bu t  won ' t  you be  my t rue
swee thea r t  f o r  l i f e?”  Wi thou t  he s i t a t i on  she p l aced  her a rms
about  my neck ,  my arms enc i r c l ed  he r  wa i s t  and  drawing  her  to
me,  each f e l t  t he  warm l i p s  of su r r ende r ,  thereby en t ru s t i ng  to
each  o the r  the t enderness  o f  t he  age -o ld  commi tmen t ,  " I  Love
You .”  Not un t i l  I r e l ea sed  her  d id  she  r ea l i ze  wha t  t h i s  mean t
bu t  she  was  happy for  she  s a id ,  "Don ' t  take  t h i s  dream away
f rom me .”

There  i s  a s t rong pos s ib i l i t y  t ha t  we embraced  wi th
warmth ,  gen t l enes s ,  na tu ra lnes s ,  and  d ign i ty  many t imes  t ha t
Chr i s tmas  n igh t  bu t  t he  evening  was  f a r  too sho r t .  I t  was  a
memorable  one bu t  l i t t l e  d id  we r ea l i ze  t he re  wou ld  no t  be  an -
o the r  Chr i s tmas  evening fo r  two long years  fo r  I was  to spend
the  nex t  Chr i s tmas  ho l idays  i n  t he  a rmy ,  f a r  f rom he r .

Ths  u sua l  love  l e t t e r  was  wr i t t en  by  each  the  next  day ,
revea l ing  t he  p l ea san t  hour s  and p ledg ing  ou r  f i de l i t y  and
t ru s twor th ines s  fo r  l i f e .  That  of  the  26 th  o f  mine  car r ied
th i s  love  message :

Dec .  26 th ,  1917

My Own True Love :

Something prec ious  was  g iven  me l a s t  evening when you to ld  me
how much you ca red .  Those  t h r ee  mean ing fu l  words ,  ' I  l ove
you , ’  s ea l ed  w i th  a k i s s  ha s  made me ve ry ,  very  happy . . . .
May I s ay  i n  c lo s ing .

How happy T am tha t  I can  s ay ,
My love  was  answered yes t e rday .
I t ' s  a b l e s s ing  shared I am proud to own
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’T i s  the  g rea t e s t  happiness o f  every  home .
As  one  poet  s a id  to ano the r :  ’ ’This  l e t t e r  so gay  wi th  f l ower s
to s ay ,  I ’ l l  be  a s  t r ue  to thee a s  honey to t he  honey bee .
Yours forever , Con .
»«»«»««««»«»»««»««««««#««««««»«#

Her l e t t e r  which  c r i s s - c ros sed  mine  r ead :

Dec .  26 th ,  1917

My Dear Love r :

You know those  th ree  s imp le  words .  ’ I  love you ’  revea led  a mes -
sage  o f  g r ea t  meaning to wh ich  has  p l aced  me beyond th i s  wor ld .
I some t imes  t h ink ,  ye t  i n  my t eens ,  pe rhaps ,  I may have  been
f r ivo lous  in r evea l ing  my in t ima te  t hough t s  and  des i r e s  fo r  I
am no t  wor thy  o f  a l l  t h i s .  How sha l l  i t  be  pos s ib l e  t ha t  I be
wor thy  o f  your g rea t  love?  What i s  go ing  to happen i f  I c anno t
be  a r ea l  companion to  you? The though t  o f  ever  being equa l
to you dep re s se s  me bu t  I am encouraged  wi th  t he  t hough t  t ha t
we  a r e  s t i l l  young and have  many yea r s  to l eve l  ou r  hopes  and
des i r e s .  I am t rying my u tmos t  to be  wor thy  o f  you .  May I be
your  t rue  l ove  a lways?

Mar i e .

The year  came to an end wi th  l i t t l e  l o s s  o f  snow,  and  the
roads ,  up -h i l l  and down for  mi l e s  a round ,  we re  covered w i th  a
th i ck  bed of  icy-packed s lopes .  In sp i t e  of  the f ac t  t ha t

winds pel ted reve le r s  w i th  snow and s l ee t ,  causing ruddy cheeks
and  numb f inger s  for both  young and  o ld ,  they took advantage
o f  t h i s  season of  i dea l  bob - s le ighing  .

The f i r s t  week o f  the New Year was  ushered i n  w i th  hu r -
r i cane  winds  of  bl inding snow s to rms  o f  raging win t ry  b l a s t s . ,
more  severe  than  those  of  a few weeks  ea r l i e r .  Win te r  had
se t t l ed  i n  January  1918 over  t ha t  pa r t  o f  Ohio w i th  much more
snow and  sub-ze ro  t empera tu re .  The roads ,  on ly  r i bbon- l i ke
t roughs  of  heaped-up wa l l s  of  d r i f t ed  snow were no longer  pas -
sab l e  for  the  angry winds  f i l l ed  them yet  h ighe r  w i th  the
loose ,  l i gh t ,  powdered snow tha t  swept  merc i l e s s  from surround-
ing f i e ld s .  Even a r ea s su r ing  day ,  handicapped by  a f i ck l e  sun
and  s l i gh t ly  subsided wind ,  g iv ing  l e s s  than  a temporary  b rea  t h
to ea r th  and  sky ,  cou ld  con t r i bu t e  no more than a l eaden  g ray
co lo r  t o  the  su r round ings .

Thi  s was  bu t  a c a lm  before  t he  s to rm for t he  dawn o f  the
nex t  day  produced more h igh wind  rows o f  g l azed  snow,  p i l ed
h ighe r  and  h ighe r  be tween  houses  and  ba rns .  There  was  l i t t l e
t r ave l ing  on many days  t ha t  month  o the r  than wi th  ho r se s  and
bob-s l eds  wh i l e  some b rave  farmers  invaded the  s to rm and a t -
tempted  to f i n i sh  ce r t a in  f a rm chores  o r  go to a nearby  v i l -
l age  fo r  household e s sen t i a l s .  A l l  were  happy to remain  a t
homes ,  Fa the r s  feeding and wa te r ing  the  s tock  and  ca r t i ng  wood
and kindling to a nearby she l te red  nook wh i l e  Mother s  and
Daugh te r s  bus ied  themse lves  w i th  the  everyday routine of  the
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home. Ce r t a in ly ,  very few ventured i n to  the  coun t ry  except  t he
merrymakers  who were  f ea r l e s s  i n  cha l l eng ing  the f ro s t -b i t t en
a i r  and mi r ro r - l i ke  i ce .  They wi th  ample energy  o f  sp i r i t ,  and
wi th  much s t amping ,  and ges t i cu l a t i ng  had no d i f f i cu l ty  i n  r e -
leas ing  t he  numbness  and co ldness  a f t e r  hour s  of  ska t ing .

Lucki ly ,  the two-week Chr i s tmas  vaca t ion  was extended an -
o the r  week a l lowing  me to remain home un t i l  the middle o f  Jan-
ua ry .  On the  f i r s t  day o f  t ha t  week ,  daring and undaun ted  and
armed wi th  a new se t  o f  au to -cha ins ,  I s t a r t ed  for  t he  pa r i sh
church and schoo l .  L i t t l e  d id  I r ea l i ze  t ha t  a f ew road a r ea s
had  no t  been c lea red  of  t he  new blown snow o f  the  preceding
day .  Fo r tuna t e ly  w i th  the a id  o f  a few Fa the r s ,  some schoo l
boys  and a ne ighbor ’ s  ho r se ,  the  Bu ick  came to r e s t  i n  an  ad-
j acen t  shed nea r  the schoo l  where  i t  remained for  nea r ly  a
month  .

Th i s  c r ea t ed  a s i t ua t i on  t ha t  compelled me to remain i n
the  v i l l age  for  three  weeks ,  bu t  having no d i f f i cu l ty  i n  lodg-
ing  w i th  an  e lde r ly  coup le  nea rby ,  I was  comfor t ab ly  housed ,
f ea the red  ( t i ck )  unde r  and  over  in an an t ique  canopied bed .
S ince  t he  v i l l age r s  had  ga rdens  and  sma l l  meadows fo r  an imal s
I was  we l l  fed  w i th  h i cko ry -  smoked mea t s ,  home canned vege t a -
b l e s ,  and  ample  he lp ings  o f  homemade b read  and newly  churned
bu t t e r .  I nc iden ta l l y .  I was  ab l e  to pu rchase  neces sa ry  wea r ing
appare l  and o the r  pe r sona l  neces s i t i e s  a t  the  l oca l  Zenz s to re
fo r  t h i s  temporary  s t ay .

To th i s  d i squ ie t ing  s i t ua t i on ,  my swee thea r t ,  a lways
hopeful  of course  for  a change  in wea the r ,  responded wi th  cour-
age ,  f r anknes s ,  and  commi tmen t .  For near ly  a month we had
se t t l ed  w i th  some degree to our  r egu la r  rou t ine .  I was  busy
wi th  t he  school and  church ac t i v i t i e s  wh i l e  she  managed the
many household chores o f  t he  la rge  growing f ami ly .  The i l l ne s s
o f  he r  mother  caused the  t a sks  of cooking,  wash ing ,  mending and
o the r  househo ld  chores to f a l l  upon the slender shoulders  of
one ,  going on  20 yea r s .

Her week ly  l e t t e r s ,  r e l a t i ng  her  progress  in mus i c ,  p l ay -
ing and  singing the  o ld  love  songs ,  and viewing my p i c tu re ,
awakened happy memories  o f  pa s t  days  which  apparent ly  s tood  her
in good s t ead .

Occas iona l ly ,  words  o f  d i scouragement  c r ep t  i n to  her
week ly  messages .

January 23rd,  1918

Lonesome Even ing ,  Dear Lover :

I was  over joyed  to r ead  some o f  your  hea r t - s ay ings  aga in .  Oh!
how I long for  your p re sence ,  Dea r i e .  I c e r t a in ly  pas s  t he
t ime  a t  n igh t  dreaming o f  you .  I c an ’ t  wa i t  to have  a« io ther
con f iden t i a l  cha t  w i th  you wh ich  has  not  been  ou r  p l ea su re  for
a mon th .  You are the on ly  pe r son  tha t  I c an  sha re  my joy  and
sorrow and I t r u ly  f ee l  t ha t  I can  t ake  more than ha l f  of
you r s .  I sha l l  a lways  remember the t rue  k i s s  wh ich  sea led  each
o the r ' s  t r u s t  and f i de l i t y .  May I s ay ,
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You a re  mine  and  I am yours  they say
So l e t  i t  be  and  f ee l  r i gh t  gay .
In d r eams ,  dear  l ove r ,  I ’m  wi th  you
Caresses  many,  fond an t rue .

Mar i e .
<#♦**«*♦♦«♦*♦»*♦»♦*■»♦*♦*♦♦♦**♦**

Luckily,  a t  the end of  the  f i r s t  week of  February a t e a -
cher a s soc i a t e ,  living in t he  a rea  o f  S t .  Henry had  been com-
muting by ho r se  and  buggy on week-ends .  He proposed a t r ip
near  my home on the  Saturday be fo re  the  11 th  o f  February ,  and  a
Monday morning r e tu rn .

This  kind ac t  o f  h i s  uncovered a plan which a l lowed me
to see  my t rue  love on her  twen t ie th  b i r thday

To accomplish t h i s  I t r ave l ed  by  ho r se  and  cu t t e r  ( a  two
sea t ed  s l e igh ) ,  to her  home tha t  Sunday even ing ,  w i th  my Unc le
John’ s  w in t e r  equipment ,  cons i s t i ng  o f  a cu t t e r  o f  mo t l ey  red
and b l ack  upho l s t e ry ,  a buffa lo  woo l - l i ned  lap- robe  for  warmth  ,
and a pony wi th  be l l s  to go w i th  i t .  There i s  a s t rong pos -
s ib i l i t y  t ha t  I was  ex t r eme ly  p roud ,  (no  shade of  swagge r ) ,  o f
th i s  seasonab ly  colorful  d i sp l ay  when arr iv ing a t  the pa r i sh
church  to perform the  r egu la r  Sunday’ s  du t i e s  t ha t  morn ing .

I proceeded l a t e r  i n  t he  a f t e rnoon  to her  home wi th  t h i s
p l ea sed  enviable  equ ipage ,  a t  t he  same t ime p ro t ec t i ng  myse l f
w i th  a pa l e  g reen  and wh i t e  wool  s ca r f  w i th  a matching  ’Z ip -
f e lmu tze ,  ' (  t a s se l ed  cap ) .

The win t e r  was  more k ind  tha t  day  than ever  before  for
the  sun  was  t empted  to l i nge r  i n  t he  c loud le s s  sky  the  who le
day th rough .  I t ,  w i th  i t s  wa rmth ,  i r r i t a t ed  the d r i f t s  to t he
poin t  o f  some weeping a t  midday .  In a few hour s  the mon th -o ld
leaden sky turned to a w in t ry  b lue .  As  I approached the v i l -
l age  of  Burke t t sv i l l e  l ean  shadows o f  the  af ternoon were  i n
con t ro l ,  announcing tha t  darkness would come qu ick ly .  The
warm disappearing crimson and  golden rays  of  t he  sun could  no
longer  hinder the approaching s t i l l ,  w in t ry  ic iness  o f  t he
n igh t .  The sun had se t  and twi l ight  dimmed to da rknes s .  The
leaden clouds o f  the af ternoon had c leared  bu t  beams  of a h id -
den  bu t  r i s ing  moon g l i t t e r ed  and danced on ba re  branches  t ha t
were  s t i l l  encased in  i ce  by the f reez ing  r a in .

Subsequen t ly ,  I caught  s i gh t  of  the fu l l  moon wi th  i t s
l a rge  round face  r i s ing  ou t  o f  the  ea s t e rn  sky .  I t  w i th  i t s
g low and the growing s t a r l i t  sky wou ld  make th i s  n igh t  a mem-
orab l e  s l e igh  r ide  through the f ro s ty  moonl ight  fo r  the two o f
us ,  our  f i r s t .

I ,  when approaching he r  home en te red  the winding l ane ,
pas sed  by the  house ,  which brought  her  to the window and in a
minu te  to the  doo r .  The ch i l l i ne s s  of t he  l inger ing tw i l i gh t
a l lowed her  to remain there  b r i e f ly  and wi th  a swooping wave
of her  a rm,  ind ica t ing  a ge s tu re  o f  g r ee t i ng ,  she  c lo sed  the
door and awai ted  my a r r i va l .  I t  i s  r ea l l y  unde r s t andab le  t he
mee t ing  was  a warm and  l i ve ly  one  a s  she  w ihou t  embarrassment
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al lowed he r se l f  to be  drawn fo r  t he  long awa i t ed  ca ress  o f  a f -
f ec t i on  and a prec ious  k i s s .

Here a t  l a s t  af ter  more  than a month we v iewed each  o the r
a s  we had  d reamed ;  she ,  t he  young l ady  mos t  beau t i fu l  and de-
s i r ab l e ,  and I ,  the young man b r i l l i an t  and  man ly  bes t .

Wi th in  a sho r t  t ime  the  d inner  which  had been prepared
for  her  b i r t hday  was  served a l lowing a t rue  cozy  a tmosphere  to
deve lop  among the  fami ly  - inc lud ing  the  aged g randmother .

The conve r sa t i on  dur ing the  mea l  va r i ed  a s  each  member
d i scus sed  the  experiences o f  t he  pas t  mon th .  There  were  f ami ly
inc iden t s  t ha t  were r i ch  w i th  l augh te r ,  o the r s  of  muff led  mi r th
and some wi th  o ld - f a sh ioned  sen t imen t  t ha t  displayed a marked
int imacy of  the members .  The d inner  hour passed f a r  too qu ick ly
and when the la rge  b i r thday  cake ,  decora ted  w i th  twenty candles
was  p resen ted  to he r ,  a l l  sang ’Happy B i r thday , ’  c losing w i th
many hardy cheers  and good wi shes  for  more years  of  hea l th  and
b le s s ings .

Na tu ra l l y ,  a t t en t ion  was  focused  on a r ide  i n  the cu t t e r
by  Marie whose w i sh  had been af f i rmed by a l l .  Terminat ing the
b i r t hday  meal  w i th  ice  cream and a wedge o f  the  da in ty  cake a l l
we re  prepared to see u s  off i n  the except ional  t r app ings .
Wi th in  minu tes  we were  comfortably s e t t l ed  i n  the cu t t e r ,
snug ly  she l t e r ed  by the buf fa lo  robe and  wi th  s l e ighbe l l s  j i ng -
l i ng ,  four hands awav ing ,  and wi th  many ’goodbyes ’  echoing f rom
the  house  we pu l l ed  ou t  o f  the snow-covered l ane .  She c rea ted
an  image o f  cap t iva t ing  swee tnes s  w i th  the l ight-brown fox fur
draped about  her  shou lde r ,  and the  l i gh t  yellow chapeau ha l f -
h id ing  her  head  of  so f t  f i e ry  cu r l s  t ha t  were p lay ing  sec re t s
wi th  her  eyes .

We made no e f fo r t  to urge  t he  pony beyond a s low t ro t
when  passing through the v i l l age  for  we were now t rave l ing  down
an  end le s s  wh i t e  road ,  unhindered by  any  t r ave l e r  or  veh i c l e ,
to some dream c i ty .

The dwindling dusk  o f  t he  c r i sp  February n igh t  wrapped
i t s e l f  about  us producing an a tmosphere  o f  caref ree  en joyment ,
scarce ly  moving , hardly  speaking .

The pony,  relaxing h i s  pace  of a t r o t  to t ha t  o f  a wa lk ,
pas sed  mi le  a f te r  mile through disar ranged pa r t i t i oned  d r i f t s .
He was  apparently conscious o f  the pa r t  he p layed  in  t h i s  un -
usua l  f i r s t  and  l a s t  s l e igh  ride of ou r s .

The s t a r s ,  impe rcep t ib ly ,  added some b r igh tnes s  bu t  the
moon wi th  i t s  l i gh t  p layed  shadows on the heaped-up d r i f t s  and
wind-swept  f i e ld s ,  producing an ever  changing se t t i ng  and c r e -
a t i ng  a new p ic ture  a t  every  moment .  Even the  w in t e r -base
t rees  displayed a beau t i fu l  pa t t e rn  i n  t he  forked tops o f  t he
ba r r en  t r ee s ,  thereby forming a framework about the  moon tha t
could  be poss ib le  only  on a n ight  l ike  t h i s .  There  was some-
thing a lmos t  magica l  about  the  combinat ion o f  t h i s  dramatic
s i l houe t t e .
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I ,  completely unmindful o f  the real i ty  of  t ime ,  when
turning to my Sweetheart  w i th  the l igh t  brown cu r l s  and moon-
l i t  f ace ,  captured a v i s ion  of beau ty ,  of ' s uch  a s igh t  on such
a n igh t ,  a s  I never  before experienced, I was  touched to ex-
press  my most  inner f ee l i ngs  and thoughts  by  s ay ing ,  "Oh Mar ie !
the 'Gem, '  l e t  u s  s ing the  gem for i t  i s  our d r eam."  She i n
a l t o  and I i n  tenor  sang a s  never be fo re ,  'Le t  the  Res t  of  the
World Go By . '

"With someone l ike  you ,  a pal good and t rue ,
I ' d  l ike  to leave i t  a l l  behind and go  and
f ind ,
Some p lace  t ha t ' s  known to God a lone ,
JUst a spot to c a l l  our  own.
We ' l l  f ind perfect  peace ,  where j oys  never
cease
Out  there beneath  t he  kindly sky

We sang this  no t  once bu t  a number of  t imes including the
many o the r  love songs ,  the  words of which meant  so much to u s .
I t  would be  most  interest ing to have verbatum the  conversat ion
o f  tha t  evening,  bu t  obviously ,  w i th  the singing and watching
the  moon and s ta rs  the hours ro l led  by ,  thus l i t t le  o f  i t  could
be recal led.

Notwithstanding the many de l igh t fu l  sunshine motor  t r i p s ,
r ich br ight ly  colored walks  to the woods ,  and designed cover t
t r ips  on the dark road to the v i l l age ,  th i s  was ou r  t reasured
one ,  a never- to-be-forgot ten journey. Maybe i t  was  the n igh t ,
the  moon,  the s le igh  like a char iot  o f  the Gods done up in
b lack  and r ed ,  or  the pony,  no doub t ,  a l l  added to th is  roman-
t i c  se t t ing

As I come to the end  o f  this  story of our  memorable
s l e igh  r i de ,  pe rhaps ,  I have made the  moonlight too so f t ,  the
s t a r s  too b r igh t ,  and have pain ted  the  disappearing sunse t  w i th
a magic  b rush ,  dipped too heav i ly  i n  crimson and go ld  makeup.

I f ind tha t  i t  i s  a memory,  mos t  uniquely beau t i fu l ,  and
s ign i f i can t ,  a re t rospect  o f  more than sixty years  ago .

The run o f  the moon kept i n  tune w i th  u s ,  a l te rna t ing
from l i gh t  to dark when gl iding behind the f l ee t ing  clouds as
i t  moved over the s t a r - s tudded  sky .  I t  was  s t i l l  w i th  u s  when
we en te red  the lane  o f  he r  home.  Though the hour was  no t  too
l a t e ,  my journey home would be much longer  than by  au to .  I
begged to be  excused and promised to ca l l  on  February 22nd ,
Washing ton ' s  Bi r thday.  Th i s  t r ip  had been discussed wi th  a
possible all-day v i s i t  to a d i s t an t  town if  weather  would pe r -
mi t .

I accompanied her  to the house ,  presented the Whi tman ' s
Sampler a s  a smal l  birthday g i f t  and bade her a regretful  bu t
winning goodnight .  With a heavy hea r t ,  and g l i s ten ing  tears
in  her eyes ,  she placed her  arms about my neck and wi th  an im-
pressive and sweet k i s s ,  s a id ,  "This  i s  my Valent ine  g i f t . "
Simul taneous ly ,  bending ove r ,  I brushed the tea rs  away wi th
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k i s se s  and  sa id ,

"Oh Swee thear t  m ine ,  Swee tes t  Va len t ine ,
I ' l l  never fo rge t  you ,  never for  a l l  t ime . ”

And so ended the mos t  g lo r ious  s l e igh  r i de  which  was  never
aga in  in ac t ion  bu t  many t imes  i n  sp i r i t .

A g l ance  a t  the  da t e s  o f  the nex t  two l e t t e r s :  mine  the
12 th  and he r ' s  the 14 th ,  revea led  t he  con ten t s  i n  t e rms  of  our
experiences of  t he  previous Sunday which expressed unden iab ly ,
messages  of  t r u s t  and f i de l i t y ,  I continued my va len t ine  mes -
sage  a t  the c lo se  o f  the l e t t e r ,

"Oh  Sweethear t  m ine ,  Sweetes t  Va len t ine ,
I j u s t  c an ' t  forge t  you ,  never for a l l  t ime .
But  I ' l l  a lways remember your sent iments  so t rue
Which bring unmeasurable joy  and thoughts  of  you.
Oh ,  bu t  you ' r e  grand and your though t s  sublime.
Your charac te r  so noble which complete ly  entwines
The soul  o f  your Lover w i th  the soul  of the Loved .
God g ran t  i t  never cease s ,  t h i s  confidence of t r u s t .
But  a lways remember,  I 'm  yours all the t ime .
P lease  don ' t  f o rge t  me,  Deares t  Va len t ine . ”

Con .

She in tu rn  f avored  me wi th  a beau t i fu l  and f i t t i ng
b i r t hday  g ree t i ng  w i th  t h i s  ve r se :

" I t ' s  loaded wi th  hea r ty  good  wi shes
Thi s  l e t t e r  I am wr i t ing  to you ,
And thanks  for your f avo r s  so many
and  a l l  the  dear t h ings  t ha t  you do .
They are more t han  I can reckon
Though I sha l l  t ry  a l l  days  o f  the yea r ,
May joy  be  your po r t i on  fo reve r ,
My bes t  B i r thday  Wish  to you Dea r . ”

Marie
#***♦*♦#*♦**♦»*****♦***#**♦«*■*«*

Beginning the l a s t  half of  the  month of  February t he
win t ry  landscape changed cons tan t ly  by  the da i ly  waxing o f  t he
sun ' s  wa rmth ,  though s l i gh t ly  re ta rded  by the f r i g id  winds  a t
n igh t .  During the f i r s t  week after  the 15 th  t he  month-ear ly
spring rains impelled by angry winds  brought  increased  ba lmy
weather which could have been displaced by more  f r ig id  snow,
bu t  fo r tuna t e ly ,  the  North-wind had turned t a i l ,  t hus  the warm
ra ins  wi th in  a week caused  roads to be  completely void of  snow
whi l e  mounta ins  o f  dirty -gray s idewa l l s  crumbled in to  no th ing -
ness  .

I t  was  th i s  kind of day tha t  g ree ted  u s  on Wash ing ton ' s
Bi r thday  - 1918 ,  a s  the  ea r ly  morning punching f ro s t  s t i l l  hov-
ered i n  the  a i r  t ha t  had  pa in t ed  the  weeds  and fences  a l l  g r ay
wi th  hoa r f ro s t .  Al though here and the re  i t  had disappeared
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where  the sun had touched those tha t  had turned their faces in
i t s  direct ion.

Bo l s t e r ed  by he r  eage rnes s ,  though no t  surpr i s ing ly  so ,
we  decided to go  West  and  pas s  through the v i l lage  o f  Sharps-
burg (Zenz C i ty ) ,  and tarry a whi le  at  the church and school
where I was employed. I t  mus t  be  recognized tha t  many unan-
swered questions per ta ining to t he  coming events of  the next
twelve  months were f l i t t i ng  through our  minds ,  s ince the level
of t rue friendship had deepened in to  l ove .  We were  apprehen-
s ive  and dared not  predict  the  fu tu re  since I had pas sed  my 21s t
b i r t hday  and would r eg i s t e r  for  mi l i t a ry  service w i th in  a few
weeks .  For conso l a t i on  and sp i r i t ua l  d i rec t ion  we made a
p raye r fu l  v i s i t  to t he  church s ince  I was  conf ron ted  w i th
church and  school commitments for the  coming yea r .  Nei ther  o f
us  could disregard the meaning of a complete separation for a
ve ry  questionable per iod ,  and an ove r sea ' s  duty in the war
zone .

Marr iage indeed was no t  considered by e i ther  of  u s  be-
cause of our  youth and responsibi l i ty ,  al though many young men
and women applied t h i s  alibi before  the i r  date o f  induction.

Af t e r  a demonstration on the  pipe organ and a teacher -
pupil  one-scene ac t  in the schoolroom, we Were on our way to
the s i t e  o f  the ba t t l e  of Fa l l en  Timbers, F t .  Recovery. Pas s -
ing the beaut i fu l  shaft  dedicated to the fallen soldiers ,  we
approached the rep l ica  o f  the  o ld  fo r t  w i th  i t s  inner  b lock-
houses  which were  completely surrounded by a ten-foot  wa l l  o f
sharpened,  s ix- inch,  rounded sapling s t akes .  A v i s i t  to t he
Huddle Drug S tore  loca ted  on the ma in  and on ly  bus iness  s t ree t
in the town was  cer ta in ly  i n  o rde r .  When I introduced he r
to the  owner, she bantered i n  a pleasing and lovely manner, " I
am so happy to mee t  you because  he re  i s  where my sweetest  Sweet
ge t s  a l l  of  h i s  sweets for me . "  I t  was not surprising to learn
tha t  Mr .  Huddle presented her w i th  a box of her favor i t e  candy,
Whi tman ' s  Sample r .

Within a comparative short  t ime we  were on  our  way toward
the  sma l l  v i l l age  o f  S t .  An thony ,  f i ve  mi les  t o  t he  Nor th .
Stopping a t  the farm home nea r  t he  one-room school  where  I had
pas sed  my two years  of  apprenticeship a s  a t eacher ,  Mr .  and
Mrs .  Schroer and their three  sons were delighted to meet my
bes t  g i r l  and have a v i s i t .  Having been considered one  of  the
fami ly  for two yea r s ,  they unhes i t a t i ng ly  r e l a t ed  during the
luncheon many s tor ies  of  my teaching,  as  an idol  o f  the g i r l s ,
and the  envy o f  the boys .

I t  i s  no t  su rpr i s ing  t ha t  the next  s t op  was  t he  S t .  An-
thony  v i l l age ,  where  I had been organ is t  and choi rmas te r  fo r
two yea r s .  Our u l t ima te  destination was the Limber l o s t  Swamp,
the southern tip of which  was about ten miles to the northwest
of  th is  small  v i l lage .  As we motored leisurely along toward
th i s  area our conversation was  cen te red  on the love  s to ry ,
'G i r l  o f  the Limber l o s t ,  ' I a s  Freckles  and she a s  the 'Dream
Gir l  of the L imber lo s t , ’  ( t he  two important  charac ters  o f  t h i s
novel  of Gene St ra t ton  po r t e r ) .  One might imply tha t  each of
u s  had been in f luenced  by th i s  love  s to ry ,  which c r ea t ed  a
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fr iendship tha t  gradual ly  evolved in to  l ove .

Continuing our  journey we pas sed  through the sma l l  v i l -
l age  of New Cordon,  a spring -flooded area  on the  Wabash l iver
and  in  another  t en  minutes  we a r r ived  a t  the 14 room log house
o f  Mrs .  Po r t e r ,  a museum near  Geneva,  Indiana .

Here a t  l a s t  was  the spo t  which held  our a t t en t ion  and
in t e r e s t  for  the remainder o f  the  day since th i s  was  the s e t -
t ing  of  Mrs .  Po r t e r ’ s  nove l s ,  character iz ing three s t rong and
involved pe r sonages :  The Harves t e r ,  F reck l e s ,  and the Gir l  o f
the  Limber l o s t .  The 14  room home had  been her  pa rad i se  a t  the
Limber l o s t  Swamp for many yea r s ,  bu t  now i t  was  a l iv ing  museum
of  her  specimen o f  b i rd s ,  f l ower s ,  p l an t s ,  i n sec t s ,  mo ths ,  and
o the r  beau t i e s  o f  na tu re  which had been the  so le  i nhab i t an t s  o f
the  swamp.

Due to inroads o f  c iv i l i z a t i on  and much to t he  d i sgrace
o f  so -ca l l ed  p rog re s s ,  t hese  na tu ra l  beau t i e s  o f  the  Limber los t
were  l o s t  to mankind and  compelled Mrs .  Por te r  to move to a
t e r r i t o ry  f a r the r  North  nea r  Rome C i ty .

The g rea t  swamp which included the  Limber los t  a rea  cover-
ing near ly  f i ve  count ies  in Nor the rn  Indiana, had been  g radua l ly
des t royed and  f e l l  prey to commercial ism through the  inroads of
lumbermen, oi lmen and f a rmer s .  Mrs .  Po r t e r  a t t emp ted  to en -
kindle  the  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t he  people to conserve the beau ty  of
r a r e  i n sec t s ,  b i rd s ,  f lowers  and trees by  using true human ex-
periences of  persons i n  her  novel of  F reckies , G i r l  o f  the
Limber los t  and Moths  o f  t he  L imber los t .

We were  pr ivi leged to mee t  the caretaker who r e l a t ed  t he
s to ry  o f  the  des t ruct ion o f  the  Limberlost  w i th in  the l a s t  15
yea r s .  I t  appeared t ha t  l ong ,  never-ending d i t ches  had been
dredged to d ra in  and c lear  the area  to convert the l and  in to
on ion ,  ce lery  and sugarbeet  f i e ld s .  New roads had been cu t
through the  woods and f i e ld s  w i th  a b r idge  here and  the re ,
wh i l e  many o i l  we l l s  do t t ed  the count rys ide  for  mi l e s  a round .

This  des t ruc t ion  had  d i s tu rbed  Mrs .  Po r t e r  to a g r ea t  de-
g ree  for a l l  o f  t h i s  was  once a paradise  o f  r a r e  beau t i e s  o f
na tu re .  Therefore,  to p rese rve  them for  fu tu re  pos t e r i t y  she
es t ab l i shed  the  museum containing drawings o f  hundreds o f
f l ower s ,  b i rd s ,  and mo ths  t ha t  had  inhabited th i s  swamp.

The wa l l s  o f  the cabin were  l i t e r a l l y  covered w i th  p i c -
tu r e s  o f  every moth common to the L imber los t ,  l i f e - l i ke  i n
every de t a i l  and pa in t ed  in wa te rco lo r s .  The gem of her  i l l u s -
t r a t i ons  were  her  pa in t i ngs  in volume Maths o f  t he  L imber -
lo s t  . Although a l l  of her  novels  were p ro fuse ly  i l l u s t r a t ed
wi th  the beau t i e s  o f  na tu re  on the f l y - l eaves  of  a l l  her  books .
She de l i ca t e ly  wove these  marve l s  o f  na ture  i n to  the l i f e
s to r i e s  o f  ‘F reck l e s , ’  and the  o the r  two cha rac t e r s .  The
beau ty  o f  her p ro l i f i c  wr i t i ngs  was  her  ab i l i t y  to u se  r ea l
l iving people a s  her charac te r s  and have them do the  th ings
they r ea l l y  did, and to say  th ings  t ha t  were r ea l l y  s a id .

Reading about the childhood and teenage problems of Mrs .
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Porter and her sterling qualities of the characters in her love
stories, naturally, Marie was deeply impressed with the educa-
tional difficulties of this young writer in her youth. There
appeared to be a parallel in the lives of these two for each
had a background of simple, unselfish living, no luxurious home
but an inheritance of a clean mind, honest heart, ambitious
soul and intelligence. JUst as Mrs. Porter was able to fulfill
her ambitions in writing by her own efforts with serious odds,
so too, Marie, eventually fulfilled her ambition of a musical
education. As I view the past fifty years she had the knack of
applying her talents in many activities not only in the arts
but also in all intellectual and moral pursuits, the results of
which are echoed by her five children. Her philosophy w as one
of love of God, love of neighbor, and love of the arts.

Late in the afternoon, going South, identified as the
main road since route numbered roads were unknown, we found
ourselves within a short time in the long shadows of the Jay
Restaurant in Portland, Indiana.

The occasion of having our first meal together alone in
a simple environment, completely unknown to those about us,
not discounting our endearing conversation, it created a
most delightful and happy hour. Yet, she could not forget to
remind me of the difference in education which plagued her no
end. She was ever ready to face difficulties squarely, and
straightway find a satisfactory solution according to her
thinking which had created much sadness as one learns later.
When the question of my leaving for military service was cited
she indicated unhappiness and was scared at the very thought,
anticipating many lonesome weekends. However, in conformity
with some misleading expressions, it appeared she harbored the
idea that this period might provide her the opportunity of at-
tending college. Recalling our conversation I am unable to say
which had been more pronounced, the choice of food o r  the ser-
ious discussion of our mutual problems.

When leaving the restaurant we found the sun had long
since disappeared while a golden afterglow throbbed in the
West with all street gas lights turned up, indicating a fare-
well by this half -lit village.

It is to be remembered that winter was still in control
and on that late afternoon the last rays of the sun must have
faded fairly away for a sharp stinging breeze began to whistle
through the swaying naked trees . The night sky was moonless
and almost starless for the only lights visible were those of
distant farm homes, miles apart, until we reached the village
of Ft. Recovery where the houses and lights were in proximity.
After passing through this sleepy town on the Wabash the one
thought of ours was to travel the five miles quickly to her
home, relax in the front room, cushioned in each others arms
on the settee and discuss the many pleasant experiences of that
eventful day.

In reviewing the period from the month of March to that
of August, I find it was more than marking the passing o f  time.
It is true the next three months of school proceeded orderly
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wi th  the c losing of  the school  year  a t  the end  o f  Nfey.

Whispering of  the coming school p icn ic  s t a r t ed  months  be -
fo re  the event  by  bo th  pupi ls  and grown-ups ,  for  a l l  an t i c i -
pa ted  and specu la t ed  on  the happenings o f  tha t  day.  Some would
be  s ad  wh i l e  o the r s  exci ted  and happy,  bu t  in any event  i t
wou ld  provide conversa t ion  o f  the v i l l age  for  t he  long ho t  sum-
mer days .  The school picnic  of  a rura l  school i s  a mina ture
one-day  loca l  country f a i r ,  a community p ro j ec t ,  i n  which a l l
pa r t i c ipa t ed ,  thus making i t  a ga l a  one .  All were  hoping and
praying the ra in  would not  make a po in t  o f  showing i t s e l f  on
tha t  day .

I invi ted hferie to a t t end  the  p i cn i c ,  u sua l ly  he ld  a day
o r  two a f t e r  books ,  penc i l s ,  and paper had been ca r t ed  home to
r e s t ,  haphazardly,  in s i lence  i n  some corner ,  un t i l  the f i r s t
days of  September .

Needless  to say t he  f ive-member school  board had no d i f -
f i cu l ty  in finding a choice a r ea ,  f r ee  from t a l l  g r a s s  and un-
derbrush,  and wi th in  wa lk ing  d i s t ance  of the v i l l age .  Fa the r s
had been de lega ted  to supply ropes for  swings ,  g ra in  sacks  for
va r ious  jumping con te s t s ,  sma l l  bags  of  po ta toes  and peanuts  fo r
re lay  r aces .  Ba t s ,  ba l l s ,  andg loves ,  ( a  usua l  con tes t ing  ba i l -
game between f a the r s  and the  young men), we re  in evidence about
the  rough baseba l l  diamond.  One should no t  over look  the three-
legged r ace ,  the  100 yard  dash ,  the  sack race  and the games o f
marbles and r i ng - to s s  in which boys and g i r l s  o f  a l l  ages  would
pa r t i c ipa t e .  Scampering about were dogs w i th  an occas iona l
brawl  of  loud ye lp ing .  They were the  tag-a longs  o f  the  boys
and  g i r l s  and cons i s t ed  o f :  po in t e r s ,  pubs ,  coon and r abb i t
hounds ,  r a t  t e r r i e r s ,  a l l  s l an t ing  to the mongrel  s i de .  Mr .
Bean ,  the  owner of  the woods provided ’Squ i r r e ly ,*  a l i t t l e  o ld
rag o f  a pony wi th  a shaggy mane and a long ru s ty  t a i l  f u l l  o f
bu r r s .  There was  no ques t i on  t ha t  ’Squirrely had been the joy
o f  the younger members ,  boys  and g i r l s ,  s ince the owner had  a r -
ranged a turn  for  each .  The mo the r s ,  days i n  advance ,  had
the i r  p lans  we l l  o rganized  in providing an abundance o f  food ,
b reads ,  p i e s ,  cakes and cook ies .  This had been ass igned to
those  mothers  who were known fo r  thei r  culinary excel lence .

There were chickens to be d re s sed ,  drawn, fr ied and
cooled for  the  f ea s t  wh i l e  a l l  an t ic ipa ted  an ample amount of
ham,  the country s t ap l e .  The country gardens  were to provide
beans ,  po t a toes ,  onions,  bee t s ,  and other  vege t ab l e s ,  e i t he r
from home-canned jars  o f  l a s t  year o r  freshly picked ones  from
the spring ga rdens .  The men constructed temporary t ab l e s ,
yards long from raw coarse  lumber a s  evidenced by the ske le ton
const ruct ion undernea th .  On th i s  day we f ind the arranged
boards  o f  oak groaning under  an  abundance of  wholesome country-
f a r e ,  carrying l i t e r a l ly  a wea l th  of good cheer and a day o f
endless contentment  for a l l .  There were  wh i t e ,  brown,  and rye
breads  o f  a l l  k inds ,  the f avor i t e  of  which was  the  rye t ha t  had
been baked in  an outdoor br ick  oven .  P l a t t e r s  o f  heaped-up
chicken were  order ly  arranged down the  endless  t ab le  to g ive
even the younges t ,  his/her share of  the choice  morse l s .  Gen-
e rous ly  sprinkled about were  the coun t l e s s  bowls o f  co le s l aw,
g reen  beans ,  pickled bee t s  and po t a toe  s a l ads ,  t a s t e fu l l y
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of f se t  by colorful ,  ha lved ,  boiled eggs  w i th  dev i l ed  yo lks ,
nes t l i ng  comfortably in their beds .  Ib g ive  ample just ice to
a l l  sweet- tooth  daint ies :  cakes of  dark brown, devilsfood,  sun
sunshine l i gh t  and f ro s t ed  l ike diamond pyramids were  p romi-
nen t ly  d i sp layed  a s  we l l  a s  cookies of every desc r ip t i on :  from
smal l  oa tmea l  ones  to the la rge  crunchy sugar coa ted  ca r t -
whee l s .

On each  end o f  the table were  two,  new we l l - scoured ,  ga l -
van ized  tubs  f i l l ed  to the b r im wi th  homemade l emonade .  R id -
ing serenely on the surface of each  were b i t s  o f  lemon pee l  and
an oblong cake o f  i c e  tha t  had been recent ly  removed from i t s
sawdust bed i n  the v i l l age  i cehouse .  For the  benefit  of all a
new shiny tincup was  chained to the handle ,  providing a cooloff
s i zz l e r  for  al l  who needed to s lake a parched th roa t .

Not a l l  par t ic ipa ted  i n  the events  of the  day  for there
were the aged who were inclined to be  permanently exhausted and
the sh i f t l e s s  individuals who had nothing - to-dO .

Near the long community t ab l e ,  s i t t i ng  in a semi-circular
array i n  the shade of a g rea t  oak or  a beech t ree  were a few
men talking l i s t l e s s ly  over  the parish goss ip  o r  telling never
ending s to r ies  of the smar tness  and c leverness  o f  a grandson
or  daugh te r .  The non-  ta lkat ive were those emit t ing sma l l
whiffs o f  tobacco smoke from their corncob pipes ,  reflecting
quest ionably on th i s  idle t a lk .  Othe r s ,  lounging, s i t t i ng ,  or
squa t t i ng  in groups of two o r  th ree  were  su f f i c i en t ly  i n t e r e s t -
ed  i n  moving f rom t ime- to - t ime  about t he  t r ees  to avoid  t he
summer sun .

The dinner produced g rea t  h i l a r i t y ,  though noise less  a t
t imes ,  a l l  had keen appet i tes  fo r  one remembers t ha t  the t a s t e
of one choice  food ,  s l iver  o f  cake,  a wedge o f  pie o r  swee t -
mea t  provokes another  and  by the  end of the day the  tables  had
been devoid o f  a l l  food .

Al l  pa r t i c ipan t s :  ch i ld ren ,  mo the r s ,  f a the r s ,  and ne igh-
bo r s  broke up the  pa r ty  a t  sundown and re tu rned  to the i r  homes
and declard  t h i s  year -end  picnic  had been one of  the  g rea t e s t .

The excitement of  the  school  picnic over  the month of
June progressed rapidly i n to  July and too soon to the end o f
Augus t  which brought  happenings of d i r e  and foreboding even t s ,
fearful ly  and terribly affect ing our very l ives for  the next
twelve mon ths .

In the days after  our v i s i t  to Limberlost ,  Mar ie ' s  one
thought  was  the improvement of he r  educa t ion  and i t  became a
compelling influence,  dominating her very soul af ter  learning
the  l i f e  of the 'B i rd  Woman, 1 Gene S t r a t t on  ftorter. This fever
increased to such an extent tha t  i t  became an obsession w i th
piercing personal concern. Temporarily, she found no time, o r
ignored time for  serious consideration and deliberation,  to the
extent tha t  she was  tempted to g ive  up her home, her l ove r ,
and  a l l  th ings  t ha t  had been dear to he r .

While current a t t en t ion  should have been centered
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predominant ly on my induct ion i n to  mi l i t  ary service  , i nc red ib ly ,
the  immediate  po in t  under sonsidera  tion on those  July days  was
a po t en t i a l  d i s rup t ion  of t he  cour t sh ip  and of ou r  l ove .

I had  regis tered  for mil i tary se rv ice  on June 3rd and
expected  to be  inducted the f i r s t  week  of September .

In t r u th ,  a s  I reread our l e t t e r s ,  (wr i t t en  sixty yeai
ago ) ,  reveal ing these  expanding pe rp lex i t i e s  confront ing u s ,
t he  even tua l  consequences could have  been  much more  s e r ious
than I had v i sua l ized  a t  the t ime .  The  con ten t s  of our  l e t -
t e r s ,  t hough t s ,  i deas ,  a c t s ,  and des i r e s  wr i t t en  i n  a puzz l ing
and con t r ad i c to ry  f a sh ion ,  provide a mi r ro r  of  wha t  had t r ans -
p i red  in the two mon ths  o f  Ju ly  and  Augus t .

Her l e t t e r  da t ed  June 25  t h  r eads :

My Dear Lover :

You see I no t  only  t h ink  of  you a s  my lover  I s ay  i t  r i gh t  ou t
loud .  You wi l l  be  somewhat surpr i sed  to hear t ha t  I am pre-
paring to a t t end  summer schoo l  a t  No t re  Dame. Reg i s t r a t ion  i s
on June 29 th  w i th  the t e rm ending Augus t  10 th  wh ich  should be
many days  before you go to the Army. I g rea t ly  de t e s t  to be
barred of your company fo r  a long per iod o f  six weeks ,  bu t ,
you know I have the g rea t e s t  de s i r e  to a t tend school and in -
tend to r eg i s t e r  for the f a l l  t e rm .  Dea r ,  you ju s t  won’d  da re
to leave for  camp before I r e tu rn .  Perhaps you can arrange a
v i s i t  to South Bend and return t oge the r .  Remember, I must  see
you once  more before F r iday*  I beg to remain a s  eve r  your
sweethear t  ,

Anna Marie

It appea r s ,  based  on our  conversa t ion  a few days  l a t e r ,
t ha t  a l e t t e r  from her d i s t an t  cousin  i n  Cincinnat i  had  been
dis turb ing  her  in the  month  o f  June for i t  con ta ined  sugges -
t ions  made by  h im l ike the previous  yea r  to en ro l l  i n  a co l -
l ege  i n  C inc inna t i .  Obvious ly ,  a l e t t e r  to h im  in l a t e  June
contained the message  t ha t  she  wou ld  a t t end  No t r e  Dame for t he
summer and r eg i s t e r  fo r  the  f a l l  te rm since her  pa ren t s  had
recognized  her  ma tu r i t y  and des i r e  and  were f i nanc i a l l y  in a
pos i t ion  to a s s i s t .

When ca l l ing  a t  he r  home on Thursday evening I was  mind-
fu l ,  immed ia t e ly ,  of a l ack  of knowledge of  ce r t a in  f ac t s  when
she informed me she had  changed her  mind and in tended  to v i s i t
the fo lk s  in C inc inna t i ,  her  mo the r ’ s  cous in ,  to explore the
poss ib i l i ty  of  fu r the r  educat ion  i n  t ha t  c i t y .  Being aware of
Mar i e ’ s  goodwi l l  toward everyone wi th  chari ty fo r  a l l ,  I was  a
b i t  f ea r fu l  t ha t  she could be mi s l ed .  The pas t  quest ionable
ac t s  and words of her cousin o f  l a s t  year  a s  re la ted  by her
had progress ively  af fec ted  me and caused d i s t ru s t  w i th  respect
to h i s  i n t en t ions*  S imul t aneous ly ,  I was  consc ious  of the f ac t
that  Mar i e ,  innocen t ly ,  would be  incl ined to g ive  a good ac -
count  of h im  in  defe rence  to h i s  mother  who was  a f avo r i t e  o f
the  family.
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The conve r sa t i on  r e l a t i ng  t o  t he  deba tab le  ques t i ons  o f
a t t end ing  a co l l ege  i n  C inc inna t i  and  a po t en t i a l  v i s i t  we re
sugges t i ons  of  h i s ,  s imi l a r i t y ,  to t hose  of a year  ago .  They
c rea t ed  d i f f i cu l t i e s  tha t  could not  be  min imized  o r  i gno red ,
resul t ing i n  an  emphat ic  negat ion on  my pa r t .  These obs t ac l e s
were  no t  so lved  tha t  even ing ,  causing a ve ry  unse t t l ed  r e l a -
t ionship wi th  heartbreaking po t en t i a l s  a s  revealed in he r  l e t -
t e r  of July 1 s t :

Dear Con:

Wish  you could be  wi th  me r ight  now so t ha t  I could te l l  you
how I feel  over  the part ing o f  l a s t  even ing .  I c e r t a in ly  would
wa lk  a mi l e ,  do anything to erase  the memories o f  l a s t  n igh t .
P l ea se ,  may I t e l l  you w i th  a b ig ,  'No! '  that  I am no t  going to
Cincinnat i  bu t  w i l l  s t ay  w i th  you a s  much as I c an .  How I wish
I cou ld  have  told you th i s  l a s t  n igh t ,  there would have been
le s s  tears  and no heartbreaking pa r t i ng .

Love from your l i t t l e  g i r l ,
Marie .*♦♦*********»*♦****-»«<**♦♦***»**

Not accepting his  invi ta t ion  for  a v i s i t  w i th  his  mother
she was  j u s t i f i ed  in writ ing them tha t  she would remain home
s ince  I would be  leaving for  mi l i t a ry  service in a few weeks .

Being ignorant  of subsequent  happenings in t he  next week,
I wrote  her a shor t  no t e ,  invi t ing  her and her  brother Ted to
at tend a farewell  party for my brother  Norbert on July 10th
since he  would be  leaving for  mi l i t a ry  service on the 13 th .

A surpr i s ing  and unexpected arrival j o l t ed  me from plea-
san t  reflections tha t  evening ,  a s  a young man o f  22 yea r s ,
dressed somewhat colorful with j acke t ,  ve s t ,  pan ts  and white
shoes ,  emerged f rom the car  a s  she  and he r  b ro the r  stopped in
the farm yard.  He was o f  medium he igh t ,  s l im wi th  sleepy pa l -
l id  eyes and a shal low complexion. As I approached with d i s -
cret ion and misg iv ing ,  she s a id ,  "Th i s  i s  my cousin from Cin-
cinnati o f  whom I spoke about a t  various t imes.  He has  been
v i s i t i ng  the family the pas t  few days and I urged him to come
and meet  you . "  His p l ea san t  boyishness reflected an i l l - a t -
ea se  composure when we were in t roduced .

A confronta t ion ,  caus ing more embarrassment ,  had been
crea ted  by his  p resence  which  added further to the crackup o f
our fr iendly r e l a t i onsh ip .  A t  the time she was  unaware o f
and i t  would be  unfair  to consider  t h i s  confronta t ion a s  a de-l i be ra t e  ac t  o f  he r s .  In char i ty ,  I might  say he r  ac t s  tha t
evening due to embarrassment were ques t ionable ,  though inno-
cen t  .

The excitement a t  the barn brought t he  four  o f  us to the
dance  f loor whereupon he  asked her for  a dance and which she
accepted in order  to r e l i eve  him o f  his  discomfort and d iscom-
posure s ince  his dress  o f  formal apparel was  a marked cont ras tto t ha t  o f  the g roup .  To show cour tesy  to both  and after  two
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or  three in terrupted dances  I approached and reques ted  the next
number ,  and a s  he stepped a s ide  she  read i ly  accep ted .  Scarce ly
a s t ep  o r  two had been taken by us  when I p rompt ly  expressed
my dubious opinion of he r  cous in ,  I s a id ,  ’’When recal l ing the
d i f f i cu l ty  a t  our  l a s t  meet ing and  your response I am surprised
to see h im here . in  my opinion the  r e su l t s  of h i s  presence adds
more  to our confus ion .  You should not have  had  him come wi th -
ou t  some explanation i n  advance  for  I ques t ion  h i s  v i s i t  a t
your home and h i s  presence  he re  t on igh t .  I have  l i t t l e  respec t
for h im when cons ider ing  h i s  ac t i ons  o f  l a s t  yea r , "

I r ea l i zed  a t  once  t he se  words were  perhaps  too forceful
and personal  and should no t  have  been  spoken.  Her outward  be -
hav io r  and d i spos i t ion  took  a r i gh t - abou t  turn  o f  r i g id i t y .
Her rep ly ,  "You a r e  no t  j e a lous  a r e  you? He i s  on ly  a cous in . "
At  t ha t  moment the dance came to an end and we walked  over  to
him and her  b ro ther  Ted.

Country fiddlers a l low l i t t l e  time between numbers and
within a few seconds the  two were  on  the  f l oo r .  Her b ro ther
Ted and  I saw no more of  them for  some time and Ted seeing the
s iu t a t i on ,  sa id  to me, ”1  brought  my v io l in  a long ,  l e t  u s  have
a try a t  the Missouri  Wa l t z  and a S t rauss  wa l t z  a t  the house . " ’
He had an excellent mus ica l  ea r  and could harmonize the  v io l i n
wi th  the  piano we l l .
T

Af t e r  an hour Marie and her cousin came ,  nonchant lan t ly  ,
i n to  the house  and upon enter ing the  room she  s a id ,  "We were
s t ro l l i ng  up and down the roadway and upon hear ing t he  piano and
v io l in  a s  we pas sed ,  we were  cer ta in  to find you he re . "  Ted
and  I con t inued  the r end i t ion  o f  more numbers a f t e r  wh ich  the
fou r  of  u s  j o ined  in a song - f e s t  which  a l l ev i a t ed  some o f  the
f ru s t r a t i ons  t ha t  had been  c r ea t ed  on t he  dance f loo r .  The
clock t icked  minu te -a f t e r  -minute  and  the  hour o f  departure  a r -
r ived  *

When leaving the pa r lo r  I whispered - unheard by o the r s  -
" I  am taking you home . "  She rep l i ed  i n  a s imi la r  t one ,  "Oh!
a re  you? I th ink I ’ l l  go  home a s  I c ame . "  Not to make a s cene
I u she red  he r  to t he  k i t chen  to mee t  my mother and sa id ,  " I 'm
taking Mar i e  home and wi l l  see you l a t e r . "  Wi th  t h i s  s i t ua t i on
conf ron t ing  he r  she  complied t ac i t l y  and sa id  to he r  b ro the r
Ted .  upon reaching the  farm ya rd ,  " I  am going home wi th  Con , "

Rea l iz ing  t he  tr ip wou ld  be  f a r  too shor t  and a l so  g ive
l i t t l e  time to express my though t s ,  I th rew,  t ac t ,  t hough t fu l -
nes s ,  and d i s c r e t i on  to the wind for I f e l t  I had no th ing  more
to lose  when considering her r ecen t  behavior .  Upon our de-
pa r tu re ,  wi th in  seconds ,  ye s ,  immediate ly ,  I vo iced  my opinion
of his  presence and h i s  mo t ives .  "F- t i r ie ,  I am ve ry  disap-
poin ted  and very confused about h i s  sudden v i s i t .  I am o f  the
opinion tha t  you wro te  him or h i s  mother  tha t  you would  be  un-
able to v i s i t  them,  thus his  immediate ca l l . "  She  made a ha l t -
i ng ly  r ep ly ,  " I  f e l t  t h i s  was  necessa ry  bu t  I did no t  a sk  him
to v i s i t  u s . "  "Tha t  I am well  aware o f , "  was  my reply and con-
t i nued ,  "Bu t  wha t  a r e  h i s  mo t ives  for  h i s  sudden appearance?
I s ense  he  has  u l t e r io r  ones  over  and  above f h i s  supposedly
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dubious in te res t  i n  furthering your educa t ion .  He would be
happy to have you near h im,  thereby hoping you w i l l  find an a f -fec t ion  fo r  him and enjoy the c i t y  env i ronmen t . "  To th is  she
gave  no answer bu t  (produced an  implied smile  . In a conf i den t i a l
tone I s a id ,  "Mar i e ,  you know his mother bu t  you have no know-
ledge o f  h i s  habits  or h i s  character  and why jeopardize your
future when you know so l i t t l e  about  h im?  According to your
words  he  i s  a t  home wi th  h i s  mother  and has  no pa r t i cu la r  em-ployment i n  spite of his  college deg ree .  Knowing your goodwil l ,
sympathy, k indness  and s ince r i t y  toward a l l ,  I am fearful  you
are being influenced with h i s  sugges t ions  and tha t  you a r e
yielding to overwhelming conf idence  due to t he  pas t  f r i end ly
re l a t i ons  o f  t he  two f ami l i e s .  You are playing a k ind  o f  rou-
l e t t e ,  wagering our open and  tender  love  so dec l a r ed  by  bo th  of
u s ,  aga ins t  his  promises  o f  hopeful  and wishful  t h ink ing . "

In sp i t e  of  my conf iden t ia l  ye t  pointed conversat ion she
defended h i s  ac t ions  and found no f au l t  w i th  t he i r  doings  of
the evening.  Arriving a t  her  home she  immediately opened the
car door  and depar ted  w i th  th i s  cha l l enge ,  "We a re  taking the
train to Celina tomorrow and I sha l l  learn more  about  h im ,
Goodbye ! "  and ran quickly to the house .

Perhaps any lover finding himself  in my posi t ion and con-sidering her  manner of departure would have  wr i t t en  a s  I had
in my le t te r  of the 11 th ,  the day af ter  the barndance:

July 11 th ,  1918

Oh Dea r !  I do no t  know if I shou ld  have wr i t t en
a l l  of t h i s .  Under the circumstances you could
have been a b i t  nervous in introducing your c i t y
cousin to the country cu l ture ,  the beau ty  of  which
he i s  ignorant and can never understand.  Your
indifference to the g roup ,  the act  o f  ignoring me
the entire  evening, your ina t tent ion to correct
ref lect ion o f  h i s  sugges t i ons ,  and your sl inky
departure,  I mus t  wr i t e ,  QUITS.  I cannot play
the ro l l  of Flunky o r  be  a crutch when needed .
I am ready to throw in the  sponge .  I do not  know
how to think o f  you ,  Mar i e .  In your l e t t e r s  you
te l l  me of  your love and how much I mean to  you,
ye t ,  you a r e  ready to throw a l l  to the wind.
At some o f  our meetings you had been so lovingly
good and trustworthy and now these  s t r ange  ac t s
of yours  since he has  come in to  the p i c tu re .
There  i s  no b i t t e rnes s  in my wri t ing  t h i s ,  j u s t
sadness ,  nonetheless i t  has a way of  a quiet
deepening despair .  I s  t h i s  immaturity and a r e
you too young and do you need more time? Kby I
sugges t  that  we forget  about  the pas t ,  forget
about him, and no t  see each o ther  fo r  many weeks.
Goodbye, bu t  I ' l l  be  praying for  you a lways .

Con.»«****«#«««««**»*««  »«**«**  «*«**
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After  reading my l e t t e r  of the 11th she immediately pen-
ci led a reply and her message  was one of confusion, bewilder-
ment and despair .  It appears a conflict had been crea ted  with
her parents when she informed them of her in tent ions  to a t t end
a col lege in Cincinnati and to room wi th  h i s  mother .  They were
wel l  aware of  the fact  tha t  these were  his  suggestions and a t
the  same time they recognized poss ib le  potent ia l  d i f f i cu l t i e s .
When reading her reply I could  apprec ia te  her  s i tua t ion  a s  be -
ing on the horns of a d i lemma;  h i s  pleading and sugges t ions ,
( she  no t  men ta l ly  able to judge o r  unwi l l ing  to eva lua t e  his
in s ince r i t y ) ,  fo r  a col lege educat ion,  versus  the definite neg-
at ive  decision of  her parents .  Apparently, much confusion must
have  been p resen t  a t  her  home during these days since the t r ip
to Oalina as planned by him was postponed for a day ,  but  de-
spite the pa ren t s '  ob jec t ions  i t  was taken the next  day on  F r i -
day.

Tliis was her shor t  and indec i s ive  le t ter  o f  the 13 th :

July 13 th ,  1918

Dear Friend:

The mys te ry  confronting me th is  en t i r e  week since
Monday, i s  a s  ye t  incomprehensible and  th i s  l i t t l e
g i r l ’ s  hear t  i s  who l ly  overpowered,  no t  knowing how
fas t  to bea t .  I 'm  trying my u tmos t  to ignore your
l a s t  l e t t e r  and wi l l  not answer your ques t i ons .  If
I leave home,  w i l l  send a message .  If no t ,  you may
cal l  for a short time Sunday evening . If I come to
a decision i t  wi l l  be  necessary  to s ee  you no mat ter
how I dec ide .  May God bless you and your acts  now
and forever is  my daily prayer .

As ever ,
Marie .

»*»*»****#  ■«■*** *****************

The termination of th is  courtship appeared unescapably
clear .  Never the less ,  her  decision to see me once  more ,  i r res-
pec t ive  of  her  future move ,  carried some degree of encourage-
men t ,  bu t  who would venture an opinion on  the r e su l t s  o f  th i s
mixed-up bag of  perp lex i t i es?  One might adopt the posi t ion  a l l
was  over of  t h i s  sho r t  and very loving cour t sh ip .  Ye t ,  how could
anyone appreciate o r  specula te  on t he  outcome not knowing a l l
the  de t a i l s ,  the  in t imate  love messages ,  existing compassion,
and tolerance displayed by each in the past? These mutual
cha rac t e r i s t i c s  had demonstrated how involved the  two o f  u s
had become .

I t  i s  no t  surprising tha t  a message  of her leaving home
had  no t  been sen t ,  bu t  under the c i rcumstances  I was ignorant
of pa s t  events  in her  home and those  t ha t  had  taken p lace  on
the  trip to Cel ina ,  Thus there  were  doubts and misgivings  f ac -
ing me a s  I ,  he s i t a t i ng ly ,  ye t  b r ave ly  cal led t ha t  Sunday eve-
n ing .  A meeting had to take p l ace .

She came to mee t  me as I entered the farmyard, extended
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her  hand qu i e t l y ,  l ov ing ly ,  and inv i t ed  me to t he  house .  The
dim view o f  our  recent  deba t ab l e  re la t ions  and her  ques t ionable
message  s t i l l  harbored mi sg iv ings ,  for by  a l l  odds  the g rav i ty
showed dead-center .

The consoling seque l  of th is  episodic affa i r  was ,  i f  a t
t he  t ime I behaved wi th  exemplar r e s t r a in t ,  I must  admit she
conducted he r se l f  wi th  exemplar discretion under very powerful
emot ions .  For he r  . there  were to be  no more s ec re t s  about the
mat te r  for she  l o s t  no t ime  in  tel l ing me a l l  t ha t  had happened
when we entered  the house .  As  f a r  a s  anything tha t  had been
wi thhe ld  there was none .  Perhaps she shou ld  have been more r e -
veal ing  and should have  g iven  more thought  and de l ibera t ion  to
h i s  ques t i onab le  sugges t i ons ,  and the poss ib le  consequences  be -
fo re  a l l  had  come to a climax,.

As we entered  the f ron t  room,  she wi th  tear- f i l led  eyes ,
cameo-l ike  up turned  f ace ,  cream pa l lo r  o f  her  so f t  c l ea r  sk in
wi th  f l u shed  cheeks and  psychologica l ly  d is turbed sa id ,  ’’The
ac t s  d i sp l ayed  by me and wha t  I s a id  are my complete  respons i -
b i l i t y .  The cont rad ic tory  s i t ua t i on  i n  which I found myse l f
on  Fr iday  crept  up on  me by degrees ,  day by day ,  through the
c l eve rnes s  o f  my cousin  who emphasized a t  f i r s t  the poss ib i l i t y
o f  ob ta in ing  a col lege degree  (no t  ava i l ab l e  i n  her  rural en -
v i ronment ) .  S imu l t aneous ly ,  he p rogres s ive ly  exaggera ted  the
idea  o f  the  convenience o f  h i s  mo the r ’ s  home wh i l e  in s choo l ,
whereby I wou ld  en joy  the  f e l lowsh ip  o f  r e l a t i ve s .  His con-
f ron t a t i on  w i th  my pa ren t s  on  Thursday caused h im to p re s su re
me to fo rge t  home and my r e l a t i ons  w i th  you .  Truly Con, you
mus t  be l ieve  me .”

Af t e r  gaining her  s e l f - con t ro l  she  con t inued :  "My mind
was  completely void  o f  any entanglements s ince my one  thought
was t ha t  he i s  a d i s t an t  cous in  and our companionable r e l a -
tionship wou ld  be  s imilar  to younger yea r s .  I cannot jus t i fy
my ac t s  a t  your home and my sudden departure bu t  I was  deeply
per tu rbed ,  giving no t hough t  to your advice bu t  thinking only
of the former family re la t ionsh ip  we had  had wi th  the widowed
mother  and  her  two sons .  Perhaps my immaturi ty  denied me the
thought  o f  the f ac t  t ha t  matur i ty  and responsibl i ty  had en-
t e red  ou r  l i ve s .  I t  might  appear con t rad ic to ry ,  bu t  i n i t i a l l y ,
the  tr ip to Celina was h i s  sugges t ion  which ma te r i a l i zed  on
Fr iday .  I was  t ru ly  innocent  of h i s  ar t ful  and ins id ious  idea
which  he  proposed in order  to serve - -h i s -  -or iginal  pur--pur-
pose  o f  - -h i s  — vi s - - i t . ”

At  t h i s  junc ture  her  voice  broke comple t e ly ,  compelling
her  to move to a cha i r ,  burying her  hands fo r  some minu tes .
Allowing her to ga in  her composure  and to concen t r a t e  - - she  con-
t i nued :  "The deba tab le  conversa t ion  between h im and my mother
on Thursday and  aga in  in the  evening wi th  both  ray pa ren t s  and
the  pa r i sh  priest  who had  been  inv i t ed  to pa r t i c ipa t e ,  con t in -
ued  wi th  no de f in i t e  so lu t i on ,  ye s ,  a very  doubt fu l  one .  Not
r ea l i z ing  h i s  mo t ives , !  was  neu t r a l  bu t  b i a sed ,  and a t  the same
t ime  mindful of t he  f ac t  t ha t  t h i s  char i tab le  ac t  o f  the
widowed mother  would repay  to some ex ten t  my pa ren t ’ s  a s s i s t -
ance  to her a t  the  time o f  he r  husband’ s  dea th  nearly twenty
years  ago . ”
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My d i r ec t  conf ron ta t ion  w i th  my pa ren t s  t ha t  day and  eve -
ning unnerved my mother who in t u rn  asked me to share  her  room
for the n igh t .  My dear Con!  I have  no explanat ion for my ob-
s t i na t e  conduct ,  including the  tr ip t o  Cel ina  the  next morn ing ,
o the r  than youthful  immatu r i t y  and a fu r t i ve  a t t emp t  t o  remedy
an unfavorab le ,  educat ional  s i t ua t i on  tha t  had been beyond my
con t ro l .  My mind mus t  have  been completely de tached  from the
log ic  of  my hear t  in fo rge t t ing  the  pas t ,  s t a r t i ng  anew,  by g iv -
ing no thought  o f  fu ture  consequences .  There i s  no denying
tha t  this  did comprise a deep sense  o f  d i s sa t i s f ac t ion  and  an
a tmosphe re  o f  foreboding in  my mind . ”

There was  a d i s t i nc t  pause  i n  he r  na r r a t i on  ( a t  no t ime
d id  I a t t emp t  to i n t e r rup t  her  i n  her  f rank accusa t ions ) ,  and
wi thou t  hes i t a t i on  and wi th  more composure she cont inued:  "Up-
on  boarding the near ly  empty coach on i t s  way to Ce l ina ,  he ,
immediate ly ,  in a more ser ious  tone r e fe r red  to my opportuni ty
of relat ing to a more  beau t i fu l  l i f e  in the c i ty  i f  I would
choose  to have  i t .  He sa id ,  "By remaining in the  coun t ry  a
co l l ege  degree s imilar  to h i s ,  wou ld  never  be mine i r r e spec t ive
o f  whom I shou ld  love and marry.  Your pa ren t s  will  be  opposed
to this thought  bu t  in time they wi l l  be  reconci led  and you ,
knowing my mothe r  and her  k indness ,  she w i l l  be  a r ea l  mo the r
to you .  We wi l l  be  l i v ing  toge the r  i n  the  c i t y ,  you wi l l  have
your education and there  w i l l  be  no more s laving on the f a rm."

’’This was h i s  f i r s t  d i rect  a t t emp t  to d i s  turb my re l a t ions
wi th  you ,  hoping tha t  h i s  innuendo wou ld  ge t  my reac t ion  and
suppor t  when considering my standby ea r l i e r  on  the educat ional
p roposa l .  As a v i s ion ,  Con ,  your contrast ing behav io r  and  p re -
caut ionary  words  f l a shed  a s e r i e s  o f  future menta l  r eg re t s ;
hear tbreaks  tha t  would a f f ec t  me ,  my family ,  and especia l ly
you .  I me.de no comment t o  h i s  ove r tu re s  bu t  deep in  ray hea r t
the answer to h i s  revolt ing words was a de f in i t e ,  No!"

Mar i e '  s Home

The one  o ' c lock  t r a in ,  Sou th ,  car r ied  two very d i sgus t ing
and  disappointed pe r sons .  D i s s imi l a r  i n  cha rac t e r  and  e f f ec t ;
fo r  the  one  a menta l ly  d isgus t ing  conduc t ,  and  a d i sappo in t ing
loss  in wager ing  the one- t rump card o f  ho ld ing-ou t  an  educa t iona l
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wish - fu l f i l lmen t .  The o the r ,  she ,  r ea l i z ing  her  i nab i l i t y  to
recogn ize  h i s  cove tousnes s ,  conce i t ,  sham,  and d i shones t  cha r -
ac t e r ,  d i s tu rbed  and ne t t l ed  her  d i sgus t i ng ly ,  ’How can I ex-
p l a in  t h i s  to my pa ren t s  and my one  t rue  f r i end? ’

In respec t  to h i s  mo the r ,  Nferie f e l t  a r equ i remen t  o f  her
pa ren t s  wou ld  be  to t r ea t  him c iv i l  wh i l e  a t  t he i r  home .

Upon a r r i v ing  home she  apo log ized  and  r e l a t ed  to her
mothe r  and  g randmothe r ,  of  t he  dece i t fu l  happenings on t he
t r i p .  The f a the r  hea r ing  o f  i t  l a t e r ,  asked h im  to leave on
the  morning t r a in .  Thus ,  w i th  s adnes s ,  ended the  f r iendly  f am-
i ly  r e l a t i ons  of  the  pas t  twen ty  yea r s .

Th i s  s imp le  and hones t  acknowledgement  dep ic t ed  her  s t e r -
l ing  cha rac t e r ,  never  weak  in  t he  face  of  d i f f i cu l ty  even unde r
surmountable  ones .  In tu rn  i t  r e f l ec t ed  a t rue  b lue  cha rac t e r
wi th  a hea r t  o f  go ld .  The crux o f  t he  p rob lem,  t he  pos s ib i l i t y
of  an educat ion for  h i s  l ove ,  wh ich ,  when i t  came to t he  ’n i t -
t y -g r i t t y ’  she  had  none for  h im .

I t  wou ld  be a ma t t e r  of  ext reme in t e r e s t  fo r  one  to spec-
u l a t e  on the cou r se  o f  ac t i on  t ha t  I had  taken a f t e r  hear ing
th i s  hones t ,  ma t t e r -o f - f ac t  s e l f  -conf ess ion  . Being confronted
wi th  such  con t r ad i c to ry  s i t ua t i ons  I came to t he  conc lus ion
tha t  ca r e l e s snes s  and incompetence  o f  you th  was  no t  su f f i -
c i en t ly  compell ing to fo rg ive  and fo rge t  a t  t he  moment .  Al so
o the r  , many t roublesome and  embarrass ing  ques t i ons  shou ld  be
asked and  answered .  Thus ,  I d i sgu i sed  a f ac i a l  expression of
b l ank  seve r i t y :  no smi l e ,  a c louded brow,  compressed l i p s ,  a
shrug of  t he  shou lde r ,  and the  nodding of my head  wi th  these
words ,  ”So t ha t  i s  your s to ry . ”

At t he  ou t se t  there  was  a need for  dialogue bu t  d i a logue
demanded r ecogn i t i on  o f  a l l  f ac t s ,  and  I was  no t  p repa red  to
acknowledge a l l  i n  the l i gh t  o f  he r  mys t e r ious  and ve ry  d i s -
tu rb ing  behav io r  the  pas t  days  wh ich ,  no doub t ,  was  due to her
you th  and immatu r i t y .  Even wi th  d i a logue  a t  t h i s  t ime  the  pa t -
t e rn  o f  d i a logue  wou ld  have  been  l i ke  t he  pa t t e rn  of a c r azy
qu i l t .  Every th ing  was  cha r ry ,  a l l u s ive ,  w i th  vague  in f e r ences ,
fo r  a l l  had  happened so suddenly and  swi f t l y .  In r e t ro spec t ,
t he re  were  many emot iona l  a spec t s  a t  t h i s  mee t ing .  The par t ing
was  t ense  for  t he  d i  scuss ion  had  touched to  a g r ea t  degree on  one
sens i t i ve  point  wh ich  was ,  my ’No’  to her  repeated ques t i on ,
’ ’Wi l l  you fo rge t  and  fo rg ive  t h i s  compounded and  complex a f f a i r
of  mine?”

My reac t ion  mus t  have  c rea ted  much menta l  d i s tu rbance ,
a l a rm,  and cons t e rna t ion  which  had been g rea t l y  increased  a f t e r
rece iv ing  my cha l l eng ing  l e t t e r  o f  July 16 th :

July 16 th ,  1918

Wel l  Mar i e :  I do no t  know how to s a lu t e  you bu t  on ly  a s
a f r i end  in  the fu tu re .  In sp i t e  of  your  r epea t ed  r e sponses ,
’’Why no t?”  my answer i s  ” I t  c an ’ t  be  the  same a s  in the  pas t .
Obvious ly  a s imp le ,  ‘No! ’ .  As I t o ld  you l a s t  evening I am
te r r ib ly  tempted to en l i s t  w i th  a t eacher  a s soc i a t e  i n  t he
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Mar ines ,  thus  f i gh t  two ba t t l e s  a t  t he  same t ime ;  t ha t  o f  l ove
and the  universa l  wa r .  I sha l l  be  ove r  Wednesday evening and
te l l  you of  my fu tu re  p l ans  and my fu tu re  r e l a t i ons  w i th  you .
P ray  for me ,  won’ t  you p l ea se  t ha t  I may choose a r igh t .  Good-
bye ,  Swee thea r t .

Con .
**************#*******«*********

Our fu tu re  cou r se  o f  ac t i on  can  be  r ead i ly  r ecogn ized
s ince  our l e t t e r s  and pe r sona l  d i s cus s ions  p roved  tha t  ou r
sense  of  good judgement  s t i l l  p r eva i l ed ,  and tha t  bo th  of u s
were  eager  to  ca r ry-on  d i a logue  and con t inue  pe r iod i c  pe r sona l
encoun te r s .

A t  t imes  t he re  were  f ru s t r a t i ng  and embar ra s s ing  s i t ua -
t i ons .  None the l e s s ,  t hese  mind-boggl ing que r i e s  never  c r ea t ed
an  a f f a i r  t ha t  had  been chased  to  the  po in t  o f  no - r e tu rn  s ince
we knew tha t  one  mee t ing  cou ld  no t  r e so lve  the  p red i camen t  and
d i f f i cu l ty .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,  t he  few pe r sona l  con f ron t a t i ons  p ro -
v ided  oppor tun i ty  fo r  bo th  to  unburden in t ima te  t hough t s ,
i deas ,  and  des i r e s  t ha t  on ly  wr i t t en  words  in  a l e t t e r  cou ld
carry .

Late  in  Ju ly  a f t e r  a Sunday mee t ing  a t  her home I r e -
sponded wi th  t h i s  l e t t e r :

July 29 th ,  1918

Hel lo  Dea r  F r i end :

The conve r sa t i on  o f  l a s t  evening  did  once  more g ive  ample
food fo r  cons ide ra t i on  and  med i t a t i on .  But v i ewing  your p re -
sen t  s t a t e  o f  mind ,  I ,  a s  a gen t l eman ,  dare no t  in f luence  you
fo r  you a lone  mus t  f i nd  where  your r ea l  happiness l i e s ,  neve r -
the l e s s ,  I cou ld  g ive  so l ace  and sugges t i ons .  I da r e  s ay  t ha t
ou r  f ee l i ngs ,  t hough t s ,  i dea l s ,  and  t a l en t s  a r e  s imi l a r ,  i n -
c lud ing  ou r  mus i ca l  ab i l i t i e s ,  and  the se  a t t r i bu t e s  a r e  e s sen -
t i a l  to t rue  harmony and  per fec t  companionship ,  bu t  w i thou t  a
sac r i f i c i a l ,  ever-endur ing LOVE these  a r e  mean ing le s s  to me .

When I s a id  to you l a s t  evening tha t  your f ee l i ngs  were
no t  t r ue  love  you were  t e r r i b ly  pa ined .  I c an  on ly  quo te  from
the  Harves t e r  , to  t he  G i r l  o f  t he  Limber l o s t  . "Your  ac t i ons
a re  on ly  lov ing  ca re s se s  of a t en  -year  o ld  g i r l  to  a b ro the r
you admi re . "  You too ,  t h ink  much of  me and ha t e  to  l o se  me and
the  l o s s  would be  t ha t  of  a b ro the r ,  bu t  for me i t  mus t  be  t rue
LOVE.

Somehow, I am g l ad  t ha t  I c an  leave for  camp fo r  i t  w i l l
g ive  u s  t ime  to  decide the  fu tu re .  Now, Honey Dea r !  won’ t  you
p lease  look  a t  the  b r igh t  s ide  o f  my depa r tu re  for  camp .  I t
w i l l  make me sad to  be  away fo r  many mon ths  w i th  ove r sea ' s
du ty ,  but  both o f  u s  mus t  t r y  to be  happy in the  i n t e r im  fo r
i t  w i l l  g ive  u s  t ime to  dec ide  ou r  fu tu re .

So Long , Con .
i t - *************#*********##******

The ra t iona l  of  the  con ten t  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  was  to a rouse
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her a t t en t ion  and  in t e r e s t  i n  my beha l f  by having her  specula te
on the con ten t  of my l e t t e r  and to no te  her  personal  reac t ion
to my cont rad ic tory  imp l i ca t i ons ,  which were  bo th  nega t ive  and
pos i t i ve  bu t  supported by the  i nc remen t  of  t ime .

This  l e t t e r  of July 29 th  which had been sen t  a few weeks
be fo re  I wou ld  be ca l l ed  i n to  mi l i t a ry  service proved a mos t
s tunn ing  devise  a s  one reads  her  rep ly  some days  l a t e r .  One
i s  tempted to read  and reread i t  for  i t s  content  l ay  naked her
inner -mos t  t hough t s  l ike  t he  cu t t i ng  o f  a knife  b l ade .

Appa ren t ly ,  for  many n igh t s  s l eep  wou ld  not  come to he r .
Her mind mus t  have  spun round-and-round in  a wh i r l  of  specula-
t i ons ,  r e su l t i ng  i n  ques t i ons  wh ich  were  l ike  s t inging ba rbs
in  her consc iousness .  Poor  consc iousnes s !  I t  bo re  t he  s t r a in s
for  a n igh t ,  ano the r  day  and n igh t ,  and another  n igh t ,  s t rug-
g l ing  and th r ea t en ing  to b reak  a t  t imes ,  in t e a r s  bu t  confront -
ed a lways  w i th  t he se  ques t i ons :  Why d id  I c r ea t e  t h i s  s i t ua -
t ion?  Was my des i r e  for  an educat ion  so impor tan t  a s  to jeo-
pa rd i ze  the love  o f  one who had  become very dear  to me and  to
sac r i f i ce  my fu tu re  happiness?  I s  i t  a l r eady  too l a t e  to make
amends ,  t o  j u s t i fy  my inab i l i t y  to dec ide  w i thou t  he ques t i on -
ing my f ide l i t y ,  l oya l ty  and  my love? I had  been t ru th fu l ,
neve r the l e s s ,  i t  had  been t e r r i b ly  d i s t r e s s ing  for  him to l i s -
ten to my s to ry?  Wi l l  he  t ry  to unde r s t and  my d i f f i cu l ty  a t
t he  t ime  because  o f  men ta l  p r e s su re s  and s t r a in?

Aga in ,  she  could no t  s leep  the  th i rd  n igh t ,  ge t t i ng
so f t l y  ou t  o f  bed in  the s t i l l ne s s  of  the  n igh t  (w i sh ing  no t
to d i s tu rb  anyone ) ,  she  wandered  to t he  window,  leaning her
a rms  upon the  s i l l  and f ind ing  the a i r  peaceful  and s t i l l  and
wi th  much t rep ida t ion  and  fear fu l  misg iv ings  she began th i s
l e t t e r  :

Augus t  2nd ,  1918

My Dea re s t  F r i end :

As I wa tch  the sky, the  n igh t  i s  coming down and the f i r s t
s t a r s  appear  through b reaks  among the c louds .  Th i s  i s  a sad
hour  because  of doub t ,  m i s t ru s t  and  fear  of another  lone ly
n igh t  to come .  What sha l l  I do? What sha l l  I wr i t e?  What I
wr i t e  now may seem a con t r ad ic t ion  of my ac t s  o f  a few days  ago
bu t  they  were  ac t s  of  i ndec i s ion ,  b l i nd  d i s i l l u s ionmen t  o f
mixed f ee l i ngs ,  and  I apo log ize  for  words  spoken from my l ips
and  no t  from my hea r t .  Some t imes ,  c e r t a in  i n s t ances  occur  du r -
ing ou r  l i ve s  t ha t  prompts  u s  to do some very foo l i sh  t h ings .
In j u s t i ce  to you and  myse l f  I g l anced  through my o ld  s c rap -
book ,  a year  o ld  and f ind  t he re in  many ,  ye s ,  hundreds o f  t r ue -
hea r t f e l t  f ee l i ngs  (expressed  i n  words ) ,  I had  for  on ly  one
pe r son ,  namely  you .  A l l  t he se  were  wr i t t en  from my hea r t .

One canno t  wr i t e  on  the  hea r t  of  ano the r  wha t  you do no t
f ee l  you r se l f ,  nor  can you r e f l ec t  any th ing  o the r  than  the
love  one  has  p l an t ed  in t he  l ove r ' s  hea r t .  My Dear Con!  when
you say you a r e  ready to g ive  a l l  t ha t  you des i r e  i n  r e tu rn ,
t hen  you know tha t  I am in  love w i th  you .

My though t s  go back to t ha t  f i r s t  evening when  you and I
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f i r s t  me t ,  then  to the  l e t t e r  o f  Va len t ine ' s  Day, 1917 ,  when I
a sked  you to d i scont inue  our p l ea san t  correspondence t ha t  I
could  not  ca r ry -ou t .  How can I f o rge t  the summer n igh t  of  l a s t
JUly - your f i r s t  v i s i t  to my home and  my pa ren t s?  Tbrn by
many conf l i c t ing  thoughts  I dec ided tha t  you were a r ea l  f r i end ,
oh !  so d i f f e r en t  than o the r s  I had met  and knew.  Ihe Chr i s tmas
of j u s t  a few months  ago when we pledged our love and loya l ty ,
t he re  was  no hypocrisy i n  tha t  f i r s t  k iss  fo r  i t  came true a s
an arrow from my hea r t .  Now th i s  dreadful  n igh tmare ,  a bad
dream which I hope i s  no t  t rue  when I awake .  P l ea se ,  do no t
a sk  me to wr i t e  again o r  be your sweethear t  un l e s s  you a r e  ce r -
ta in  you can respect  me a s  i f  th is  dreadful affair  had no t  oc -
cur red .

Con ,  Dear F r i end ,  i f  in the fu tu re  you should ever  br ing
sorrow o r  pain I sha l l  t ry  to remember the hou r s  o f  the  h ighes t
and  mos t  perfec t  happiness  t ha t  you gave  me .

Oh!  how f r equen t ly  you to ld  me you would never  cease ou r
cour tsh ip  and I be l ieve  t ha t  and  do ye t ,  my t rus tworthy f r i end .
I beg t o  be  g ran t ed  t ha t  t i ny  por t ion  o f  your big kind hea r t
t ha t  i f  ye t  a f r i end ,  I w i sh  to be  your mos t  loved one .  In a l l
s i nce r i t y .

Marie .
*#**♦♦*♦*##*♦■»*#*«♦**##♦#«*•»*♦**

L i t t l e  of  i nc iden ta l  in format ion  o f  these  ques t ionab le
days  can be  g l eaned  from the pages  o f  ou r  l a s t  l e t t e r s ,  bu t ,
when i t  i s  a l l  s a id  and done the  fu l l  s to ry  cannot  be t o ld  be -
cause  o f  the  lack  o f  many de t a i l s  no longer in my memory.  Non-
the l e s s ,  the number of  mee t ings  and  the  l e t t e r s  po in t  to t he
fac t  t ha t  no th ing  could have  been  more heal ing than these  pe r -
sonal  con tac t s  in br inging  to a cl imax a l l  the  cu r r en t s  o f  con-
f l i c t ,  d i sun i ty ,  weakness ,  g rowth ,  and s t r eng th .  Very s ign i f i -
can t  was  the  f ac t  we a t t empted  to come to g r ips  w i th  the t a sk
o f  c lar i fying the po in t s  t ha t  c rea ted  the ques t iona lbe  con t r a -
d ic tory  s i t ua t i on .

The p la in  f ac t  of the ma t t e r  was  tha t  no easy  so lu t ion
was  ava i l ab l e ,  though bo th  were  determined to so lve  i t ,  in
sp i t e  of  the f ac t  t ha t  a t  t imes  painful  and disconcer t ing prob-
lems  o f  love  ensued .  The p red icament  in which she found he r -
se l f  was  her  admi t ted  respons ib i l i ty  which  she  so genuinely ex-
p re s sed  i n  her  l e t t e r  o f  Augus t  2nd .  Tru ly ,  t h i s  l e t t e r  was  a
mas te rp iece ,  fo r  i t  a s  o the r  messages  of  he r s ,  gave  a f r e sh  and
va luab le  g l impse  o f  her  hones ty  and s incer i ty  a s  a pe r son .

Assess ing  a l l  p ros  and cons  we became aware t ha t  a per iod
o f  t o t a l  separat ion would be  an advan tage  for  bo th .  We decided
tha t  our l a s t  meet ing  would  be a l a t e  Sunday a f te rnoon ,  Sep-
tember 4 th ,  the  day before  I was  to t ake  the t r a in  for camp.
I t  was  p lanned  to be a sho r t  per iod of l e ave - t ak ing ,  warm and
f r i end ly  w i th  observable  j*oy and  sadnes s .  I t  was  the  k ind tha t
c rea ted  a pe r f ec t  understanding between us  which helped the
f ina l  f a r ewe l l .

As I came in to  the  f a rmyard ,  stopped the ca r ,  and ad -
vanced  to the house ,  she came toward me wi th  an armful of o ld
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fashioned ga rden  flowers which included a long stemmed rose
which  she  p l aced  in  my l ape l  and upon meeting me she  c r i ed ,
"You a re  going away,  and I wan t  you to remember me in t h i s  man-
ner when you a r e  away . "  Her t ea r s  b l inded he r ,  glancing toward
me wi th  embarrassment ,  she brushed them f rom he r  cheeks .  In-
deed,  a t  t h i s  i n s t an t  I f e l t  t he  ground had been  cu t  under my
fee t  fo r  I was  so  f r augh t  w i th  confl ic t ing emot ions  a s  never
be fo re ,  compelling me to t u rn  and look away momenta r i ly .  She
was  the  f i r s t  to speak and hes i t a t i ng ly  s a id :  "Now tha t  you
are  going tomorrow the  very thought  makes me afraid for  some-
how i t  takes a l l  my courage to hear of your go ing ,  now more
than anything that has  ever happened before .  Having learned
to know you so we l l ,  your de l igh t fu l  companionship and the  many
hours of  enjoyment this pa s t  yea r ,  wha t  sha l l  I do for  t he  many
months  ahead? But you wi l l  wr i t e  me won’ t  you? Wr i t e  me every
o the r  day and t e l l  me abou t  Army l i f e ,  what  you a r e  doing ,  wha t
you a re  thinking,  about every th ing ,  for t ha t  w i l l  mean g rea t
happiness and personal  con ten tmen t .  Bu t ,  Oh!  how I sha l l  miss
you . "  Con t inu ing ,  "You wi l l  l e t  me wr i t e  to you o r  I w i l l
d i e . "

I t ook  her hands in bo th  of  mine and pressed  them t en -
derly and a t  the same time kiss ing her t ea rs  from her eyes ,  I
c lo sed  my eyes  t i gh t ly  in o rde r  to p re s s  back the  t ea r s  well ing
up under my brown eye l a shes .  S imul taneous ly  r e luc t an t ly ,  and
wi th  a f i rm s t ep ,  I turned to the  car  to go ,  bu t  a f t e r  a s t ep
or two I r ea l i zed  t h i s  was  no t  t he  conduct  o f  a s incere  and
loya l  kn igh t .  Retracing the few s t eps  I enc i r c l ed  her  wea ry
body ,  fondly ca ress ing  he r  I made i t  c rys ta l  c l ea r  t ha t  Sep -
tember Sunday,  1918 ,  t ha t  I had g rea t  admira t ion  and r e spec t
for  her and tha t  she was  my on ly  t rue  friend and a lso  the  most
loved  one .

Entering t he  car  and wi th  a fond f a rewe l l  I d rove  away
wi th  an occas iona l  t ea r  ro l l ing  down my cheeks ,  wh i l e  she
s t a r t ed  s lowly  toward t he  house ,  crying b i t t e r l y ,  for  deep down
in her hear t  she  had a fee l ing  tha t  i t  would be a long t ime be -
fo re  she  would see me aga in .

Of a l l  the even t s  in our  l ives  the war service  was  prob-
ably t he  mos t  dec is ive  o f  a l l  f ac to r s  in c lear ing up our kno t ty
problems.  The next twelve months  experiences provided anchor-
age for many of  l i f e ’ s  problems o f  the fu tu re .

Army l ife  enabled me to see myself  i n  re la t ion  to o the r
men and those  of the opposite sex .  Like so many o ther  men I
was  to s sed  in to  a pool of humans of  good and bad cha rac te r i s -
t i c s :  r ac i a l ,  phys ica l ,  menta l  and mora l .  Mora l ly ,  a t  t imes
I was confronted w i th  l i fe  s i t ua t i ons ,  aggravated by bo th  Army
assoc i a t e s  and camp pa r t i s ans ,  a l l  o f  which demanded in s t an t
dec i s ions .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,  I found my early spi r i tual  t ra ining
effec t ive ly  supporting me to mee t  these rea l  ba t t l e s  of  l i f e  to
the  ’n th ’  degree .

For her a c e r t a in  amount of  sol i tude  was he r  refuge i n
the  f i r s t  days o f  my mi l i t a ry  service  which  prompted her to
take  ea r ly  morning wa lks ,  and wi th  the  support of  the sun*  s
warmth ,  she a t tempted to i gno re  and expel a l l  the dreadful
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thoughts  o f  the  l a s t  two mon ths .  Self-examination by  contem-
plat ing on our pas t  musical  and insp i ra t iona l  mee t ings ,  a l -
lowed her  to probe the meaning of  l i f e  and encouraged her to
p ro jec t  her  thoughts into the innermost  and sec re t  depths  o f
her  soul by  asking herse l f  the meaning of  love ,  how to i n t e r -
p re t  i t  or  i f  God had c rea ted  a lover  for  he r .  Her  prayers
were answered in due time wi th  an immutable  dec is ion  tha t  p ro -
vided her  much consolat ion during the  next  twelve mon ths .

The days o f  September phased  in to  October a s  the  go lden
wea the r  con t inued  in to  a l ingering Indian  Summer, which was  en-
hanced a t  dusk  by the ha l f  sunken sun a s  i t  dipped in t he  wes t -
ern sky ,  r ad ia t ing  s t r eaks  o f  amber ,  b lue ,  purp le ,  and t i n t s
o f  r ich  r ed .  She took long wa lks  i n  the open f i e ld s  and  near -
by  woods w i th  her  two young s i s t e r s ,  Be rnade t t e  and  Es the r
s ince  conversa t ion  w i th  them wou ld  re l ieve  he r  mind and o f f se t
t he  da i l y  monotonous rou t ine  o f  the  day and a t  the  same t ime
s t r eng then  her  by med i t a t i ng  upon the  p l ea san t  happenings o f
the  yea r .  Perhaps  the  roost e f fec t ive  ins t rument  a t  the t ime ,
wi th  rewarding and bene f i c i a l  r e su l t s ,  was reading the  con ten t
o f  my weekly l e t t e r s  w i th  t hem.  I t  was  her  l i t t l e  s i s t e r ,
Es the r ,  who assu red  her  peace  w i th  t he se  words ,  “He wi l l  come
back to you for he t o ld  me so s ec re t l y . ”  Being encouraged by
the  members of the  fami ly  and the  dai ly  v i s i t  to  the  nearby
church she exper ienced comfort and solace ,  a l l  of  which con-
ve rged  to one focal po in t  of  peace  w i th  reassur ing t ru s t .

Advancing the clock to the th i rd  qua r t e r  o f  the  20th  Cen-
tu ry ,  s ix ty  years  l a t e r ,  the  reader  might wish to examine the
con ten t s  of  the many l e t t e r s  t ha t  had  passed from the  soldier
boy to the g i r l  he  l e f t  beh ind ,  and ,  v i ce -ve r sa ,  those  from the
lone ly  ye t  cheerful  g i r l  t o  h im who was  domiciled a t  va r ious
po in t s  i n  the U .S .A .

The time of sharing memories  and  acquiring a knowledge
o f  the  wr i t t en  messages  o f  each in  the  next  twelve mon ths ,  por-
t raying unde r s t and ing ,  wa rmth ,  and inspiring conf idence ,  i s
now the  r eade r s*  p r iv i l ege .

Dozens  and dozens  o f  l e t t e r s  recording my Army l i f e  ac -
t i v i t i e s  a s  we l l  a s  the  da i l y  thoughts  o f  the one so dear  to
me wi l l  be t he  framework o f  t h i s  cont inued  b iog raphy .  The
wr i t i ng  and perhaps the  reading of  them were ted ious  a t  t imes
because  of r epe t i t i ons ,  bu t  the  saving g race  was  t ha t  I was
ab le  to l ace  the  mos t  s t a id  happenings of the day wi th  i n -
s igh t s  o f  pe r sona l i t i e s  and  humorous s i t ua t i ons  wh ich  I hoped
wou ld  b r igh t en  the long wakeful  days  of  one  I could  no t  fo rge t .
L i t t l e  did I r ea l i ze  a t  t he  t ime  tha t  these p rec ious  messages ,
so l i c i t ous ly  p re se rved ,  from des t ruc t i on  o r  l o s s ,  by  he r ,  now
more than  a ha l f - cen tu ry  ago ,  were  to be p ro tec t ed  by her  ch i l -
dren  for  a l l  oncoming gene ra t i ons .

224



CHAPTER VI I

CHRONOLOGY OF WORLD WAR I

Upon arriving a t  Ce l ina ,  the  County Sea t ,  on t he  morning
of  September 5 th ,  I found more than a score of old f r i ends ,  a l -
so army inductees who had  assembled for the trip to Camp Sher-
man ,  Ch i l l i co the ,  Ohio. This group was  the coun ty ' s  semi-
annual cont ingent  reporting for  army duty  . The so -ca l l ed  ' t r oop -
t r a in '  after a two -hour run arr ived in pay ton ,  and s idet racked
for two hours ,  al lowed one to purchase pos t ca rds  and s tamps  in
an ad j acen t  s t o r e .

Another two-hour run  on the  B & O Rai l road  wi th  no more
de l ay  brought  u s  near  the  western edge of the  camp, known a s
the  De ten t ion  Camp where we were  to be  quarantined fo r  a week
and rece ive  t he  necessary  i nocu la t i ons .  A t  t h i s  po in t  an army
of f i ce r  took command, marched us ,  four by fou r ,  army squad
node,  over a d r i l l  f i e ld  to the Supply Depot .  The personnel
there  a t tempted to i s sue  weargng apparel according to respec-
t i ve  s i ze s ,  also bed  l i nens ,  mess  k i t s ,  and to i l e t  a r t i c l e s .
Due to con t r a s t i ng  phys i ca l  cha rac t e r i s t i c s  t he re  was  much
swapping o f  shoes ,  b r eeches ,  j a cke t s ,  r a in  and overcoa t s  be -
tween the  men .  Urban Fox ,  a personal  friend from Co ldwa te r ,
s i x  f ee t ,  two inches t a l l ,  traded h i s  very short woolen ove r -
coat  fo r  ray e longa ted  one  t ha t  covered  me f rom my head  to the
top of my shoes .  Wi th in  an  hour a l l  had been i s sued  the  ne -
ces sa ry  equipment,  whereupon e igh t  men were ass igned to temp-
o ra ry  army t en t s  o f  ground f loor  w i th  eight cha i r s ,  bunks,  and
ma t t r e s se s .  With ample time to prepare the bunk for inspect ion
( su i t ca se  ou t  o f  s igh t  under the bunk) ,  we ,  he s i t an t ly  ant ici-
pa t ed  the f i r s t  army meal in t he  respective messha l l .

The f i r s t  day came to an end wi th  the bugle call of
'Taps '  a t  10 :00  P .M.  My f i r s t  opportunity to wr i t e  Marie was
the evening of September 6 th .

Camp Sherman
Detent ion Camp
32nd D iv .  CO. 8
September 6 th

Hel lo  My Dear :

This  i s  my f i r s t  l e t t e r  to you a f t e r  we par ted  when your hea r t
was  so full o f  s adnes s .  I ma i l ed  a few cards in Dayton which I
hope you have  rece ived .  Reviewing the leave taking I f ee l  t ha t
both  o f  u s  w i l l  be firmer in our dec i s ion ,  happier ,  and con f i -
dent  when we find our true l ove .  I want  you to know that  I
f i rmly believe the s incere  affection for each wi l l  grow in  th is
per iod  o f  absence .  You,  no doub t ,  a r e  a l so  experiencing
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s imi l a r  s en t imen t s  w i th  u tmos t  confidence i n  t he  fu tu re .  I am
very  anxious t o  have a long l e t t e r  from you te l l ing  me your
though t s ,  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  home and chu rch .  We are  loca ted  i n  t he
qua ran t ine  a r ea ,  ass igned  to the above d iv is ion  and company, and
housed in  t en t s ,  e igh t  to each wi th  a chair and a bunk .  Three
o f  my a s soc i a t e s  a re  from Co ldwa te r :  Sch ind le r ,  VonderHaar  , and
Fox which  c r ea t e s  a p l ea san t  env i ronmen t .  We had  one  day o f
army l i f e  ye s t e rday :  r eve i l l e  a t  5 :30  A .M, ,  d r i l l  f rom 7 :30  to
11 :00  wi th  b rea th ing  exerc i ses  and  ca l i s t hen i c s  i n  the  a f t e rnoon .
I r e l i sh  the change of  l i f e  bu t  miss  you ever  so much .  Wi l l
t ake  an  ap t i t ude  t e s t  for pos s ib l e  promotion next  week .

Your bes t  f r i end ,
Con.

Wi th in  a day she r ece ived  ray l e t t e r ,  which she  could
hard ly  wa i t  to answer .

Sep t .  Sth

My Dear L i t t l e  Soldier  Boy:

How happy I was to r ead  of  your l ove ,  devot ion ,  and t rus t  in
the  fu tu re .  I can '  t. refrain f rom te l l ing you the  many t imes  I
r epea t  the words of  our o ld  love  songs .  They charm me fo r  i t  i s
then  tha t  you are nea r  me a s  i n  days  o f  o ld .  You must  be l i eve
me when I s ay  t ha t  I am t ruly  in love w i th  you .  I am proud tha t
you  a r e  a so l i de r  boy and tha t  army routine agrees  with you and
surrounded by  f r i ends .  I hope the sho t s  won ' t  make you tumble .
( I  hea r  they  a r e  s eve re . )  You wi l l  make a good score  on the
ap t i t ude  t e s t ,  I know.

Your l i t t l e  g i r l ,  Mar i e
*<#<*♦*****♦***■#♦**

Sep t .  11 th

Dear  L i t t l e  G i r l :

Don’ t  bo  ho r r i f i ed  a t  t h i s  wre tched  pape r ,  I c an ’ t  f ind  any
o the r  on wh ich  to answer your love  l e t t e r  o f  a few days  ago .  I
am wr i t i ng  t h i s  from Tent No.  9 .  The  d i r t  f l oo r  i s  s l i gh t ly
sticky due to t he  week-old r a in s .  The bunk i s  my cha i r  whi le
the  smal l  su i tcase  i s  my desk  w i th  a sho r t  ta l low candle  a t  the
corner fo r  my l i gh t .  My Mercer  County pa l s  and the  o the r s  a re
in bed .  I mus t  hurry for  l i gh t s  a re  ou t  a t  t en ,  ’Taps . ’  May I
con fe s s ,  a whisper  for  your ea r ,  t ha t  a t  t imes  I feel t e r r i b ly
lonesome and dep re s sed .  To crown i t  a l l  i t  i s  s t i l l  raining
whi l e  t he  ch i l l iness  pene t r a t e s  my very  bones which does  not
improve my du l l  headache and overa l l  t i redness  o f  body and
mind.  Perhaps symptoms o f  t he  ’F lu . ’  To reach the  company ' s
washhouse  some b locks  away one  takes a muddy,  winding wa lk  o f
p l anks  s ing le  f i l e ,  and  in  the r a in .  Goodbye,  bu t  j u s t  a s  I am
f in i sh ing  th i s  l e t t e r  I ’m ra the r  d i s t rubed  in case you may con-
c lude  t ha t  I ' ve  go t  t he  ’b lues , ’  bu t  I f ee l  i t  i s  the F lu .  I
a s su re  you tha t  a l l  w i l l  be  we l l  i n  a few days .  I have heard
(a  rumor ) ,  t ha t  many un ive r s i t i e s  have  o rgan ized  through the
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government ,  ' S tuden t s  Army Training Corps .*  Perhaps  i f  I am
successful  in the t e s t  I sha l l  be  able  to a t t end  an Ohio co l -
l ege .

Yours ,  Con
********************************

Sep t .  15 th

My deares t  Friend Con:

Th i s  i s  Sunday evening.  I mus t  wr i t e  you for  I m i s s  you ever
so much . . . .  I am ha l f  dreaming tha t  you a r e  holding me
t igh t  in t ha t  l a s t  c a re s s  and  hea r  your l a s t  words  o f  a s su rance  ,
" I ' l l  be wa i t i ng  fo r  you . . . .  If I could  on ly  see t ha t  l ove -
l i gh t  in your eyes . . . .  I c an ' t  wa i t  un t i l  I s ee  you aga in .
My baby s i s t e r  and  I remember you  eve ry  n igh t  in ou r  p r aye r s .
You have  my love ,

t terie .
********************************

Sep t .  17 th

My Good Ange l :

Thank you again for  thinking of me and your encouraging l e t t e r ,
e spec i a l l y  the  prayers  and  your dear  sweet s i s t e r .  I deeply
apprecia te  the s t r eng th  you have  g iven  me in your l a s t  l e t t e r
wh ich  reached  me when my sp i r i t s  were l ow .  I r epea t ,  i t  he lps
me to carry-on and some day to have you ,  My Only  Love .  God
keep you and be o f  good  cheer  un t i l  I r e tu rn .  Don ' t  worry you
may be  sure t ha t  I remember you a lways ,  you a re  a t  the  top and
the  f i r s t  o f  my in t en t ions .  Af t e r  t he  s t rugg le  I ' l l  be  seeing
you in  perfec t  harmony . . . .  be  assured  fo reve r .  Wi th  much
love ,

Con .
******  **************************

Sep t .  19 th

My One Insp i ra t ion :

A thousand  thanks  for your ve ry  in sp i r ing  message .  I ,  too
wish  t ha t  we were  near  each  o the r  so t ha t  I cou ld  hea r  wha t
you wr i t e  for  I s ee  men ta l l y  the  s ince r i t y  in your eyes and
hea r t .  Since we a r e  so fa r  apa r t  t he  pen i s  t he  only  means  by
which  we  can express  our t hough t s .  I t  i s  too slow bu t  i t  ha s
i t s  good  po in t s  fo r  i t  fo rces  our i n t ima te  t hough t s  into p re -
c i se  words .  I t  f i xes  ou r  f ee l i ngs  more  so l id ly  than speech
which  we  might  he s i t a t e  to express in words  , Rereading wha t  I
have  wr i t t en ,  i t  confronts me,  cha l lenges  me,  bu t  he lps  me in
a very personal  way  of  see ing  myself  in my r e l a t i ons  w i th  you.

Your t rue  l i t t l e  g i r l ,  Mar i e .
************  ******
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Sep t .  21s t

Dear  Honey:

About  your persona l  concern don ’ t  worry about whe the r  your
l i f e  i s  wor thwh i l e ,  about  i t s  d i s appo in tmen t s ,  wha t  i t  w i l l
ho ld  tomorrow or whe the r  o r  no t  you a r e  d i r ec t l y  engaged in
some se rv i ce  a s  a nu r se ,  you a r e  doing much for  a l l  o f  u s  by
remaining home.  We need g i r l s  l i ke  you a t  t he  homefront  to
c rea t e  conf idence  i n  ou r se lves .  I beg of  you when you f ee l
s ad  and  a lmos t  pa ra lyzed  renew your t ru s t  in me and my l a s t
words .  P l ea se ,  won ' t  you be  ready for  a de f in i t e  ' ye s '  when I
come back  to you .

I ’ l l  be  wa i t i ng ,  Con .

Sep t .  23 rd

My Dear Love Far Away:

I am unab le  to t e l l  you of  t he  ext reme p l ea su re  I have when
I rece ive  my da i ly  news f rom you del ivered by  my dea r  l i t t l e
s i s t e r .  I j u s t  mus t  d i e  i f  a day should come when these  cease .
I found myse l f  i n  d reamland  l a s t  n igh t  j 'ust you and  I in  ou r
own l i t t l e  home wi th  a p iano  of cou r se  and one  rocke r .  My head
lay  on your shoulder  where I found r ea l  so lace  and  t rue  com-
fo r t .  Wr i t i ng  these  words  b r ings  t ea r s  and  many happy mem-
or i e s .  P l ea se  pardon me bu t  you  asked me to t e l l  you o f  my
hidden though t s .  What more  can I s ay  bu t ,  'Th rough  sorrow and
pa in  wherever  you a r e ,  your image  sha l l  remain  w i th in  my hea r t ,
Swee thea r t  . '

Marie .
* ♦ «♦*#*♦**♦♦♦< » * ♦ ♦ # *♦«*♦*♦

The long days  o f  fading au tumn and  ea r ly  weeks  o f  Oc to -
be r  provided  an  exce l l en t  season for  s e r ious  and  r e f l ec t i ve
th ink ing .  Pe r iod i ca l l y ,  I was  s end ing  her  cop ie s  o f  popu la r
songs  and more  d i f f i cu l t  mus i ca l  c l a s s i c s  thereby encouraging
he r  t o  develop her  mus i ca l  t a l en t s ,  which  i n s t ruc t i ve ly  could
l e s sen  t he  monotony .  My l e t t e r s  were  very pe r sona l ,  r e l a t i ng
my exper iences  i n  t he  t en t ,  d r i l l f i e ld ,  K .P .  i n  the  messha l l ,
and hosp i t a l  du t i e s .  She  was  g rea t l y  insp i red  and  consc ious ly
proud o f  my g rade  o f  the  army ap t i tude  examinat ion taken the
th i rd  week .  Success  in t h i s  mu l t i f ace t  t e s t  qua l i f i ed  me a s  a
candida te  for the Of f i ce r s ’  Training School ,  promotion to co r -
poral  and a t ransfer  to a special  group of t en .  My gene ra l
theme  in a l l  my l e t t e r s  was  to c r ea t e  a g r ea t e r  i n t e r e s t  in my
work and to en l i s t  her  des i re  for  a f u tu re  l i f e  o f  happiness
wi th  me upon d i scha rge .

The month o f  September  to the end  o f  the  year o f  1918 ,
wi l l  be remembered in  the Un i t ed  S t a t e s  a s  the pe r iod  of t he
d read fu l  As i a t i c  F lu .  Many thousands  succumbed to  t h i s  d i s -
ea se .  Camp Sherman experienced the impact  of  i t  perhaps  to
a g r ea t e r  degree than any o the r  cen t e r  due  to wea the r  condi-
t i ons ,  overcrowding ,  and the  lack  o f  proper housing and medi -
ca l  f ac i l i t i e s .
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The new rec ru i t s  from Mercer County en te red  t he  De ten t ion
Camp on September  5 th  under ve ry  abnormal wea the r  condi t ions
and l ack  o f  personal f ac i l i t i e s  . By the  end o f  September half
o f  t he  cont ingent  was  s i ck  w i th  t he  f l u  and bed - f a s t .  Due to
a l a ck  of  hosp i t a l  f ac i l i t i e s  and medical  care four  of  the
e igh t  men in  my t en t  d i ed .  Three young men from the group:
Rummel and  Rinder  o f  Sharpsburg i n  lent  8 ,  and Over ton  of  Maria
S te in  had died and  were  bu r i ed  in the i r  respec t ive  pa r i shes .
Many rumors  o f  t he  s eve r i t y  o f  the  f l u  epidemic caused  se r ious
concern o f  my hea l th  wh ich  caused  much anxiety a t  t he  two
homes .

My l e t t e r  o f  September  23  informed her  o f  t he  r e su l t s  o f
the  ap t i tude  t e s t .

S ep temb er  2 3rd

My One True Love:

Thanks a mill ion for  your though t s  and the  dream wh ich  I know
wi l l  come t rue  if  you say ,  ’Yes . ’  I have good news for  you .
The r e su l t s  o f  t he  army t e s t  o f :  qu i ck  thinking,  accura te  pe r -
cept ion  of  spoken and wr i t t en  words ,  memory and in t e l l i gence
produced a g r ade  of  ’A '  . I was informed by the Captain o f  our
company tha t  t en  of the company o f  500 men would  be  candidates
for the Of f i ce r s*  Training Corps .  You see my th ree  years  o f
teaching and your  company r ea l l y  sharpened my xv i t s .  There i s
a pos s ib i l i t y  o f  at tending a un ivers i ty  under the  SATC program
in  p l ace  of the  Of f ice r s '  Corps .  I have  a s l i gh t  touch of the
f lu  or  something bu t  no t  s e r ious .  Ibday was  the  f i r s t  day  of
ins t ruc t ion  fo r  the new c l a s s  of  t en ,  called ’Sergean t  Candi -
da t e s . ’  Each had  the oppor tuni ty  o f  dri l l ing men in  mi l i ta ry
fo rma t ion ,  f i r s t  a s  a squad  o f  e igh t ,  l a t e r  a p l a toon  o f  100 .
Fo r tuna t e ly ,  a l l  wen t  we l l  w i thou t  any embarrassment a t  a fence
o r  wa l l .  In the  af ternoon we had  ins t ruc t ion  i n  an informal
manner i n  i n f an t ry  l og i s t i c s ,  solving cer ta in  mi l i ta ry  prob-
l ems  and methods  in handl ing  new rec ru i t s .  Frankly, I would
ra the r  a t t end  SATC a t  Ohio  S t a t e  s ince  the  cap t a in  informed us
tha t  i t  wou ld  be  in t roduced the re ,  s t a r t i ng  the  second semester
in  1919 .
More information l a t e r ,  my love .  Con .
********************************

0c t . 2nd

Dear  Swee thea r t :

May I s a lu t e  you thus  for  you are my t rue  one .  F i r s t  I wan t
to t e l l  you how proud and thri l led I am to hear of  your g rade ,
'A* . Fa ther  and  mother  were  very  i n t e r e s t ed  in hear ing about
i t  and they hoped tha t  you could  go to Ohio S t a t e .  I have a
l i t t l e  s ec re t ,  hidden in  my hea r t ,  j u s t  for you .  Maybe,  j u s t
maybe,  we  together  could a t t end  the school while you a r e  in
se rv i ce .

Good night  your own,  Mar i e .
*******************************
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October 4 th  turned ou t  to be  a day o f  decis ion fo r  he r .
In r ea l i t y  i t  was  the c los ing  of an important  chapter  i n  her
l i f e  fo r  she f e l t  t ha t  she  had  reached the  mi l e s tone  of  ma tu r -
i t y .  Wi th  a fe rven t  prayer  o f  hope and thanksgiving she  was
prepared to fu l f i l l  a momentous dec is ion ,  unequ ivoca l ly .  In
her l e t t e r  o f  October 5 th  she re fer red  to a certain s i t ua t i on
that  had confronted her  the  preceding Sunday, giving no de -
t a i l s .  I was completely unaware of  the p l ace  and t ime of  the
even t .

[ha t  the reader might  share some knowledge o f  th i s  s i g -
n i f i can t  decis ion in her  l i f e  i t  i s  necessary to advance the
hands  of  the  c lock for nea r ly  a yea r .  The complete  s tory  was
to ld  to me a t  our  f i r s t  mee t ing  af ter  my d i scha rge .

I t  appears  t ha t  a report  had  reached Mercer County t ha t
I had contracted a severe  case  o f  the f lu  and  was  confined to
the  base  hosp i t a l .  S ince  four had  d i ed  in Tent  t h i s  shock-
ing rumor could  have r e su l t ed  f rom the  content  of l e t t e r s  from
en l i s t ed  men of  the coun ty .

The pe r s i s t en t  rumor induced Mar ie  to v i s i t  my pa ren t s
and fami ly  on Sunday,  October 4 th ,  to render comfort and to
discount  i t s  accuracy s ince  I had  no t  informed them o f  any pas t
ser ious  symptoms.  For a l levia t ion  and  consola t ion  the  en t i r e
fami ly  v i s i t ed  the miniature  Lourde ' s  Gro t to  ( a  repl ica  o f  the
one in  F rance ) ,  which had been cons t ruc ted  by the  po t en t i a l
army recrui ts  o f  the par i sh  the yea r  previous .  It was  ad ja -
cen t  to the v i l l age  church and within  a s t one ’ s  throw of my
home.  This afternoon the  family he ld  a memorable pe r iod  o f
med i t a t i on  and suppl ica t ion to the Blessed Vi rg in ,  asking her
to p ro tec t  their soldier  boys ;  Norber t  and me,  and bring them
back safe and we l l .

She r e l a t ed  tha t  on t h i s  solemn occas ion ,  perhaps a m i s -
apprehension, someone had  quest ioned her  f i de l i t y  and  loya l ty
to her soldier  boy .  When re l a t ing  t h i s  episode to me l a t e r
she  vouched tha t  she was  men ta l ly  conscious  o f  hear ing t he
ques t ion ,  ’ ’Wil l  you be  true to him always?”  To someone ,  some-
where  I unconsciously answered,  "Yes ,  fo reve r  and  eve r . "  Con-
sider ing t h i s  a solemn p ledge  o f  l oya l ty  and love for her  so l -
d ier  boy tha t  had  been in i t i a t ed  by  some sp i r i t ua l  f o r ce ,  she
he ld  i t  a s  a s ac red  vow for  l i f e ,  to  be her own sec re t  and r e -
vea l  i t  to me upon my r e tu rn .

Af t e r  re turning from the  g ro t to  she and  my fa the r  s en t  a
t e l eg ram to  the  Commanding Officer a t  the camp ,  inqu i r ing  a -
bou t  my phys ica l  cond i t i on .  Subsequen t ly ,  a r ep ly  from him
advised them tha t  I had  been  o f f -du ty  for  a few days  bu t  was
now phys i ca l l y  ab le  to a s s i s t  in the  hosp i t a l .  All we re  happy
to hear the encouraging news which  induced her  to wr i t e  me tha t
eve ning .
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October S th

Dear  of Dea res t :

If  you hear  from the  Cbmroanding Officer about a telegram do
no t  be  a la rmed for  we were  wor r i ed  about you .  A wi re  f rom him
informed us  t ha t  you had been  i l l  bu t  ava i lab le  fo r  du ty  in the
hosp i t a l .  I hope that  you are feeling much be t t e r  when this
l e t t e r  reaches you .  I missed  you so much l a s t  evening and what
t e r r i b l e  t hough t s  I had o f  your i l l ne s s .  Dear Hea r t ,  I w i sh  i t
were  1919  and once  again I could see my one  true l ove .  I r ea l -
i ze  now more than ever tha t  being separated for  a period has
been  good  for bo th .  Bu t  t h i s  pas t  month has been mi se rab l e .
I t  was  a rea l  t e s t  for me which  was  so lved  by an  experience
today ,  October  4 th .  You wi l l  probably be  eager  to hear  about
i t  bu t  p l ea se  wa i t  unt i l  you come home to s tay  for I w i l l  t e l l
you a l l .  I know pos i t i ve ly  t ha t  I love  you on ly  and  never
doubt  my fond love I have for  you .

Yours,  now and fo reve r ,  Mar i e ,
■it-***********************-*#*****

My answer to her  encouraging l e t t e r :

Oc t .  7 th

My Loyal Sweethear t :

Your love ly  words  have  t o ld  me a l l  and someday I shal l  hear
them from your l i p s  bu t  reading them t e l l s  me o f  your kindness
and char i tab leness  for a l l .  Both of u s  have discovered t ha t
t he  wri t ten words helps  us to reveal to each other what i s  in
ou r  hea r t s .  I deeply  share t he  enjoyment o f  your experiences
and the  hidden secret  o f  t he  4 th .  I f e e l  t ha t  our love i s  ever
more precious and last ing .

Always,  yours,
*♦*******♦*********»*»****■»***»

Her response was  apprehensive ye t  hopeful and op t imi s t i c .
October  9 th

My One True Love:

We were happy to read t ha t  the quarant ine had been l i f t ed  a t
the  camp and tha t  the  YMCA and Chapel i s  now ava i lab le  for a i l
so ld ie rs .  We are worried about your dut ies  a t  the hospi ta l  bu t
available medicine i s  encouraging . Do be  careful for  everday
we read o f  men from surrounding pa r i shes  dy ing  in  France  and
a t  Camp Sherman. TWo o f  your fr iends of Sharpsburg,  one my
cousin,  were buried yes t e rday ,  the ceremony of which I a t tend-
ed .  Have you heard f rom your bro ther  Norbert? i t  i s  now more
than a month since your folks have heard  from him, causing
g rea t  d i s t r e s s  for  your mothe r .  I do no t  think you wi l l  see
France (what a p i t y ,  don ' t  t e l l ) ,  bu t  how much be t t e r  to take
a 'Honeymoon ' .  You need a be t te r  ha l f  - t ha t ' s  me ,  Mar i e
■******■»■»**«»**»*»**■»■*«****»»»**
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Fortunately  the l e t t e r  I wro te  her  while  i n  quarantine
had  been mailed i n  which I informed her t ha t  I had recovered
from the 'F lu '  and that there  was a poss ib i l i ty  of  accompanying
the  body o f  Fred Overton of Maria S t e in ,  one o f  the e igh t  in
Tent F9 ,  to his  home par i sh  fo r  bu r i a l ,  since I had been asked
to ident i fy  the body a t  the  morgue .  But to my dismay,  head-
quar ters  modified the or ig inal  provis ions a few days  l a t e r
stating that commissioned army off icers  only were  e l ig ib le  to
escor t  bod ie s .  I n  r e t rospec t  t h i s  was my one and only oppor-
tunity o f  v i s i t i ng  my home in my army sojourn.

This was  her  l e t t e r  of  October 11 th :

Dear Old Pal :

So sorry t ha t  you were unable  to accompany the  body of F red
Overton o f  your tent  and whom you identif ied a t  the morgue.
Th i s  would have  been an opportunity o f  a pa s s  fo r  a few days .
Many of  t he  loca l  boys have rece ived  fur loughs  on weekends .
Ins tead  for  me I can on ly  en t e r t a in  w i shes .  I w i sh  you w i l l  be
on your way home when th i s  reaches  you ,  wish  I could go on
gua rd  w i th  you i f  t ha t  be  your l o t ,  o r  be  w i th  you  in  the
ki tchen and he lp  you.  I w i sh  t ha t  you would be  on  the 9 :00  o ' -
c lock t r a in  tonight and sing and p l ay  as of  o ld .  I w i sh  we
could  go motoring tonight i f  only a m i l e .  I w i sh ,  I w i sh ,  I
wish  I were in your  arms r igh t  now.  True b lue  a s  eve r ,

Mar i e .
********************************

Piecing toge ther  the many choice remarks o f  renewed love
in  her  l e t t e r s  I r ecogn ized  an emerging t rus t  and  affect ion fo r
me .  However, I a l so  real ized tha t  t he  absence o f  many more
months could create sadness ,  lonel iness ,  and u t t e r  discourage-
men t  t ha t  could  t e s t  our resolut ions and determined ob j ec t i ve .

The most  s ta r t l ing  news of  a l l ,  t ruly very sad and d i s -
couraging,  was my unexpected t ransfer  to Buffalo s ince  she had
an t ic ipa ted  an ear ly  d i scharge  s ince  t he  headlines o f  a l l  the
papers  carried the poss ib le  sur render  o f  Germany wi th in  a few
days .

I had been informed by  the Company Clerk  a t  Camp Sherman
tha t  my t ransfer  would be October 20 th ,  and due  to t he  en -
couraging news of an immediate or near sur render  of Germany,
the Officers Training Cbrps o f  the Infantry had been cancel led
a t  the Camp, thus  effecting my in s t an t  transfer to the Off icers
Motor  Transport  Corps w i th  headquar ters  in Buf fa lo .  Th i s
transfer caused  me to lose all my fr iends i n  the Mercer County
con t ingen t ,  who remained in  t he  Infantry a t  the camp. For -
tunate ly  they were  discharged in early 1919 .

The Of f i ce r s  Motor Corps was  a con t ingen t ,  newly formed
and s t a f fed  by men from Texas who had  been in the t r anspor ta -
t ion divis ion the pas t  two yea r s .  Thousands of  cars  and trucks
had been manufactured for the government to be shipped over -
sea s  bu t  w i th  t he  prospect  o f  peace  these  veh i c l e s  we re  to be
moved to some cen t ra l  point or depot for  s torage and la te r
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disposed .

The  new t r anspo r t a t i on  corps  was  lodged in  the one wing
of  t he  Buffalo Armory in  t he  cen t e r  o f  the c i t y ,  thereby pro-
v id ing  many advan tages  of c iv i l i an  l i f e  for  me .  The per iod
from November to the f i r s t  o f  t he  year  was  a ve ry  p l ea san t  one
s ince  the  rou t ine  o f  da i l y  l i f e  was  much like t ha t  o f  a s t uden t ,
l e s s  t he  t a sk  of  pe r iod ic  t e s t s  o r  month ly  examina t ions .  A
cour se  o f  au to  mechan ics  and  superv isory  t ra ining a t  the P ierce
Arrow Au to  Company, domici led a t  Buf f a lo ,  had  been  scheduled
eve ry  morning for  a mon th .  The P ie rce  Arrow Company in 1918
was  t he  roya l  au to  company in  Amer ica  in the manufac tu r ing  o f
a qua l i t y  car  w i th  i n t e rna t iona l  p r e s t i ge  and on  pa r  and  p r i ce
wi th  the Engl i sh  Ro l l s  Royce .  The afternoon and evening
per iods  were  ou r  own wi th  the  exception of  per iodic  supervis ion
o f  the  changing of  the gua rd  a round  the armory.  How fo r tuna t e
for  me,  t h i s  was my f i r s t  oppor tun i ty  to a t t end  s t age  shows and
mus ica l s  of  high cal iber  t ha t  were only  ava i l ab le  in the l a rge r
c i t i e s :  Buffa lo ,  New York C i ty ,  Ph i l ade lph ia ,  Ba l t imore  o r
Washington •

The younger genera t ion  o f  today who have a l l  the  advan-
t ages  of  t r ave l  and educa t iona l  f ac i l i t e s  a r e  unable  to r ea l i ze
the t remendous in f luence  the a r t s ,  mus i c ,  cu l tu r a l  exh ib i t s ,
and con tac t s  w i th  educa tors  had had on my l i f e .  A l l  these  fo s -
te red  g rea t e r  academic pur su i t s  a few years  l a t e r .

Being in  the downtown area w i th  a Red Cross  Boo th ,  one -
ha l f  b lock  f rom the  bui ld ing we had the  s a t i s f ac t i on  of  an ap-
pe t i z ing  cup o f  coffee o r  choco la te  w i th  donuts  ga lo re  for  the
ask ing ,  day o r  n igh t .  Hand-kni t  swea t e r s ,  socks ,  g loves  and
pos t age  s t amps  were  ava i l ab l e ,  i f  needed .

The armory a t  the t ime was  the on ly  and impor tan t  civic
cen t e r  of t h i s  l a rge  c i t y  thus  providing a cen te r  fo r  l a rge
government  and  c iv i c  en t e r t a inmen t s .  Independent c iv ic  cen t e r s
and  spo r t s  a r ena ’ s  were on ly  i deas  i n  the  minds o f  the  c i t y
f a the r s  a t  t ha t  t ime .

A home- l ike  a tmosphere  was  a p r iv i lege  and  an enjoyment
on  Ha l loween ,  Thanksg iv ing ,  Chr i s tmas ,  and New Years  fo r  me and
an  a s soc i a t e  so ld ie r  boy .  On two occas ions  we were  i nv i t ed  to
a f e s t i ve  dinner and  en t e r t a inmen t  on  Thanksgiving and Chr i s t -
mas a t  the  home o f  Mr.  and Mrs .  Jank of  Buf fa lo .

The two daugh te r s ,  Ha t t i e  and He len ,  brother  Ed ,  and the
fa the r  and mo the r  provided an unprecedented hosp i t a l i t y  from
ea r ly  morning to a l a t e  hour of t he  n igh t .  A warm and in t ima te
f r i endsh ip  developed wi th  th is  f ami ly  for  i t  was  a t  the i r  home
tha t  my swee thear t  and I honeymooned a year  l a t e r .

My s t ay  i n  Buffalo allowed s ide  t r i p s  to Niagara Fa l l s ,
v i s i t i ng  country d i s t r i c t s  and  v i l l ages  in Canada ,  lake jou r -
neys  on s t eamer s  and viewing the  canal  l ocks .  Indeed,  t hese  ex-
per iences  were  very pe r sona l  to me, g iv ing  me the  oppor tuni ty
of impar t ing  much informat ion to the  pupi l s  i n  the  l i t t l e  red
schoolhouse  upon my d i scha rge .
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My f i r s t  l e t t e r  to her  a f t e r  the t r ans fe r  was  on October
25 th :

M.T .C .  573
Buffalo  Armory
New York

My dear L i t t l e  g i r l :

Th i s  l e t t e r  w i l l  be  a d i sappoin tment  bu t  I ma i l ed  cards  from
var ious  c i t i e s :  Columbus,  C leve l and ,  and Er i e  w i th  some of t he
de t a i l s  o f  my t r ans fe r .  The company c l e rk  informed me some
days  in advance in s ec re t ,  t hus  I was  unable  t o  g ive  any in -
fo rma t ion  un t i l  o rders  had been  r ece ived .  This  co rps ,  cons i s t -
ing o f  experienced o f f i ce r s  o f  two yea r s ,  and  a few men f rom
Indiana and myse l f ,  have  been  ass igned  to t h i s  newly-formed
organ iza t i on ;  Of f i ce r s ’  Moto r  Transpor t  Corps ,  address  a s
above .  A t  t h i s  moment I am b i l l e t ed  r a the r  comfor tab ly  w i th
a l l  modern conveniences on  the t h i rd  f loor o f  t he  armory in
downtown Buf fa lo .  My on ly  complaint  i s  t ha t  no t  one of  my Ohio
f r i ends  i s  w i th  me and  now I ’m  so f a r  f rom you .  The fu tu re  i s
uncer ta in  for the mos t  con t rad ic to ry  rumors and wi ldes t  ya rns
f loa t  abou t .  I be l i eve  t ha t  we wi l l  remain i n  the U .S .A ,  and
a id  in t he  d isposal  o f  su rp lus  army ca r s  and t rucks .  S ince  we
have been i s sued  ove r sea ’ s  equipment i t  i s  pos s ib l e  t ha t  we
migh t  take a t r ip  to Europe and re l i eve  the t r anspo r t  corps a t
the f ron t .  But don ' t  wor ry ,  the  wors t  i s  over  and wi th  a l l  the
news of  peace  I may be  home soon .  The c i t y  i s  ce l eb ra t ing  w i th
many pa rades ,  paper s t r eamers  everywhere over  bu i ld ings  and
s t r ee t s .  There w i l l  be  a Vic to ry  dance in the armory ton igh t ,
though peace  has  no t  been o f f i c i a l l y  dec l a r ed .  I s end  you
peace and my fond love ,

Con .
*♦♦♦*♦****♦♦*♦*♦*♦<♦♦»*«♦«*■»«*«*

Her l e t t e r  o f  the  27th  ca r r i ed  d i sappo in tment  and hea r t -
b reak ing  sen t imen t s  bu t  a l so  p ra i s ewor thy  and encouraging
words :

My Dear So ld i e r  Boy:

You know I f ee l  proud tha t  you a re  w i th  the  co lo r s  and  i t  was
rea l l y  p rov iden t i a l  t ha t  you were  ca l l ed .  Perhaps you wi l l  no t
be l i eve  t h i s  bu t  i t  i s  t r ue  I wou ld  have  ceased ou r  cou r t sh ip
for  a pe r iod .  To do t h i s  wou ld  have been mi se rab l e  for  me and
I know fo r  you bu t  t hese  l a s t  two months  have  been wre tched  and
d i shea r t en ing .  Wi thou t  your lovely  l e t t e r s  I wou ld  have  d i ed .
I knew tha t  I loved you dea r ly  bu t  s ince our pa r t i ng  on Sep-
tember  and  my experience o f  October  4 th ,  peace  and happiness  i s
mine  and  wi l l  be  yours forever upon your r e tu rn .

Yours ,  and forever Mar ie
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November 1 s t

My dear Swee thea r t  :

I t  makes me sad  to hear o f  your unhappiness and  the thought  of
being so far from you.  I sha l l  cont inue  to wri te  ever  day if
time permits ,  but  delivery may be  very irregular  i f  we should
be moving f rom place to p l ace .  To help you in moments of sad-
ness and despair I am mailing you a few new popular songs  and
my p ic tu re .  This  will  remind you of ray true l ove ,  p lace  i t  be -
fo re  you and a sk  i t  o f t en ,  "Will  you always be  mine forever and
eve r?”  I t  wi l l  respond, "Yes,  fo reve r  and eve r . ”

Con .
*«*»*■»*»*-*********♦***«***■**<*■»*

Eager to t e l l  her o f  my new du t i e s ,  of  the new course in
auto  mechanics a t  the Pierce Arrow Company,  and the many ad -
van tages  o f  be ing  in  Buf fa lo ,  I wro t e  he r  t he  nex t  day ,  Novem-
ber 2nd:

My Own Love:

I mus t  wr i t e  you tha t  our new army l ife  i s  more p l ea san t ;  a
s tudent  l i f e  w i th  a college course  i n  auto  mechan ics  a t  t he
Pierce  Arrow Company. A two and one -ha l f  hour session i s  he ld
in  t he  morning thereby giving me the  afternoon and evening
f r ee .  I sha l l  have  the opportuni ty to a t t end  cu l tu r a l  a c t i v i -
t i e s ,  c i t y  bui ld ings  and a r t  exh ib i t s ,  Niagara  Fa l l s ,  and  ad-
j acen t  Canadian v i l l ages .  I in tend to take advan tage  o f  a l l
new experiences and r e l a t e  them to you in  the next  f i f ty  years
i f  you wi l l  al low me .  There i s  no doubt in my mind tha t  you
wi l l  be  my one  and loya l  l i s t ene r .  Remember,  I am a lways  eage r
to read  your lovely  messages .

Sincerely you r s ,

Con.
***««**«»**«*»**«*»**«**«*****•*

Having had no l e t t e r  from her for a number of days  I
wrote her  again  on  November 4 th  re la t ing  my t r i p s  to Niagara ,
the r ide  on a Lake S t eamer ,  Canadian v i s i t ,  and the  celebrat ion
in  Buffalo.

My Dear :

I am eage r ly  awaiting your l e t t e r s ,  no doubt ,  my t rans fe r  has
caused the  de l ay .  I in tend  to v i s i t  the R .R .  S t a t i on  today and
find t he  sho r t e s t  way home i f  a furlough i s  g r an t ed .  The Ibp
Sergeant  informs me tha t  th i s  i s  possible i f  no order for a
de f in i t e  movement  of  vehicles  i s  g iven .  Just  returned from a
morning session a t  Pierce  Arrow and intend to ma i l  you a few
new songs  t oday .  Tomorrow af ternoon to N iaga ra ,  Canada and
perhaps a r ide on a Lake S teamer .  Some day we  sha l l  have  a
r i de  on one  o f  t he se .  The big ha l l  o f  the armory i s  being pre-
pared  for a c iv ic  affa i r ,  the decora t ion  o f  which w i l l  be  he ld
for  the Thanksgiving f e s t i va l .  The headlines i n  the paper
s t a t e s  peace, w i l l  be dec la red  on November 11 th  a t  11 :00  A.M.
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I de s i r e  a l l  your love  my Dea r ,
Con .

********************************

November 8 t h

Dear  (bn:

I was  g rea t l y  surprised to rece ive  the  new mus ic  bu t  above a l l
t he  p rec ious  l e t t e r  i n s ide .  You a re  so kind bu t  do no t  send
me more for I cannot  apprecia te  them when you a re  no t  here  to
sing t hem.  Dear me,  t hose  Sunday n igh t s  o f  long ago were  r ea l
t reasures  which I rea l ly  did no t  apprecia te  and value  a s  I
shou ld  have .  Imagine » I heard  from the dead - l e t t e r  of f ice  i n
Canada ,  s t a t ing  t ha t  a ca rd  was  t he re  for  me i f  I wou ld  send
them 2p . Now Gon I would  neve r  leave anything in  the  dead-
l e t t e r  f i l e  from you and so I ma i led  them 2d and  am now b roke .
Try to ge t  a furlough for  Chr i s tmas ,  I need  to see you .

Truest  b lue ,
Marie .

***********  ***************  ******

Simul taneous ly ,  w i th  the  days  o f  the l a s t  two weeks  o f
November came a change  o f  du t i e s  of  t he  company. F i f t y  o r  more
Pie rce  Arrow ca r s  and t rucks  were  to be  t ransported ac ros s  New
York S t a t e  t o  A lbany ,  down the  Hudson River  road and  th rough
New York C i ty .  They would be  t r anspo r t ed  by way o f  l a rge  ferry
boa t s  to the  Jersey side and on  to  Wi lming ton ,  Ph i l ade lph ia ,
and  Ba l t imore ,  to Camp Ho lab i rd .  S ince  peace  had been  dec l a r ed
on  November 11 th  t he re  wou ld  be  no more  sh ipmen t s  o f  ma te r i a l s
to Europe s ince  Camp Holab i rd  had  been  the  shipping po in t  du r -
ing t he  war ,  i t  now became the  s to r age  area i n  the  Eas t  fo r  a l l
government army veh ic l e s ,  manufac tu red  and  con t r ac t ed  w i th  the
motor  i ndus t ry .

Our f i r s t  convoy of  veh i c l e s  to Ba l t imore  on November
15 th  was  an occas ion o f  ex t reme sa t i s f ac t i on  to me fo r  i t  p ro -
v ided  an ent ree  to men of commissioned s t a tus ,  including the
capta in .  The Top Sergean t  o f  the company, whose  duty was  to
lead  and d i r ec t  the convoy of  veh i c l e s ,  recommended me to t he
cap ta in  to be  h i s  f i r s t  a s s i s t an t .  Surp r i s ing ly ,  a f te r  the
f i r s t  day ,  due to o ther  de t a i l s  o f  h i s  o f f i ce ,  he asked  me to
cont inue  to gu ide  the convoy wi th  h i s  t ruck,  sub j ec t  however ,
to the d i r ec t i ve s  of  the  Captain and Sergeant  who were leading
the  t ruck  t r a in  wi th  a Pierce Arrow Car .  A dozen o r  more con-
voys  from Buffalo were t r anspor ted  in t he  next two mon ths  through
hamle t s ,  towns ,  and c i t i e s  of  New York S t a t e  a s  we l l  as  from
Bos ton ,  Br idgepor t ,  A l l en town ,  and  o the r  eastern c i t i e s  to
Ba l t imore .  This  was  our  l o t  for  the  next two mon ths ,  w i th
per iod ic  v i s i t s  to ou r  headquar ters  i n  Buffa lo .

Experiencing the se  t r i p s  was  my good for tune  for they
gave  me f i r s t -hand  knowledge o f  t he  people ,  the i r  cu l tu r e ,  and
hab i t s  a s  we l l  a s  the geograph ica l  and h i s to r i ca l  a tmosphere
o f  the  Eas t e rn  c i t i e s .  I d id  no t  over look  any occas ion tha t

2 36



C
r
a
n
k
i
n
g
-
u
p

C
a
m
p
 
H
o
l
i
b
i
r
d

L
i
b
e
r
t
y
 
T
r
u
c
k

C
h
o
w
 
T
i
m
e

T
h
e
 
A
r
m
o
r
e
d
 W
h
i
t
e

C
a
r



provided p leasure  and  knowledge o f  t he  c i t i e s :  New York,  Bos -
ton ,  Ph i l ade lph i a ,  Ba l t imore  and Wash ing ton .  Inva r i ab ly ,  1
wou ld  a s soc i a t e  my book knowledge wi th  the  r ea l  ob j ec t s  of  i n -
t e r e s t :  Niagara  Fa l l s ,  Canad ian  t r i p s ,  F ive - f inge r  Lakes ,
cana l  sys t em o f  New York and  Pennsy lvan ia ,  Hudson R ive r ,
Gran t ’ s  Tomb, Woolwor th  bu i ld ing ,  S t a tue  of  L ibe r ty ,  Bos ton
Commons, Ocean s t eamer s  and  h i s to r i ca l  po in t s  in Ph i l ade lph i a .
I d id  no t  ove r look :  Liber ty  Be l l ,  Ca rpen te r ’ s  Ha l l ,  Be t sy
Ross s ’ s  home,  Independence Ha l l ,  and many o the r  h i s to r i ca l  Rev -
o lu t iona ry  s e t t i ngs .  My t r i p  to Wash ing ton  was  a th ree -day
fur lough in  con junc t ion  w i th  a v i s i t  to my Unc le ,  Rev. Wi l l i am
Lenna r t z ,  a Holy Cross p r i e s t ,  p rofessor  a t  the  Ca tho l i c  Uni -
ve r s i t y  o f  America and Prov inc ia l  of  the  India Miss ion  Semi-
na ry .  The ances t r a l  h i s to ry  o f  the  Lennartz f ami ly  had re-
ferred previously ,  to t he  s to ry  o f  t he  Bengal  Mis s ions  t ha t  had
been in i t i a t ed  by  Fa the r  Lennar tz  in 1917 .  The revenues  f rom
hi s  l ec tu re s  and the  Benga le se  Magaz ine  provided funds  for  t he
miss ion  cen t e r s  and the  educat ion o f  young men,  preparing for
th i s  ded ica t ion .  His g r ea t  des i re  was  to be  a miss ionary  in
India wh ich  he never r ea l i zed  due to an eye i n ju ry .  Subse-
quent ly  Father  Ma th i a s  w i th  the a id  of Mother  Dengal and the
Medica l  Miss ion  S i s t e r  continued h i s  work.

The sum to t a l  of a l l  my t r ave l s  and army experience i n -
creased my th i r s t  for more  knowledge which I was  able to s a t -
i s fy  a few years l a t e r .

My f i r s t  l e t t e r  describing my change of  mi l i t a ry  rou t ine
to ac tua l  t r anspor ta t ion  o f  army veh ic l e s  was  on  November 15 th .

Nov . 15 th

My Dea r :

I received th r ee  o f  your  de layed  l e t t e r s  and one  from Fa the r
Wi l l ,  de l ivered before  s t a r t i ng  our  f i r s t  convoy o f  t rucks  and
ca r s  for  Ba l t imore .  lhe F i r s t  Se rgean t  and I ,  a s  h i s  a s s i s t -
an t ,  l ed  t he  t r a in  o f  50  veh ic l e s  to L ima,  New York, a d i s t ance
o f  60 mi l e s .  Early in t he  a f t e rnoon  of  the f i r s t  day the  Se r -
gean t  asked  me to r e l i eve  him and con t inue  dr iv ing  wh ich  be -
came my t a sk  fo r  the r ema inde r  o f  t he  t r i p .  He and  the  Cap-
t a in  were  leading in a P i e r ce  Arrow ca r .  On the  second day we
passed  through Auburn ,  a round  the  F ive - f inge r  Lakes ,  to U t i ca ,
and on  to Amsterdam wh ich  gave  u s  a f i r s t  view o f  t he  Ca t sk i l l s
f rom a d i s t ance .  There were  many sma l l  v i l l ages  nes t l ed  in t he
foo th i l l s .  The road wound up and down and around the  h i l l s ,
bordered w i th  i n t e r e s t i ng  rock fo rma t ions .  There i s  l i t t l e  top
so i l  bu t  good  dai ry  country and many o rcha rds .  Wi th  many sma l l
ho t e l s  and inns  we could spend a week’  s vacat ion in t h i s  s cen i c
area a f t e r  my d i scha rge .  Today,  t he  th i rd  day ,  we went over
the  Ca t  sk i l l s  to Albany, saw the beau t i fu l  Hudson,  c rossed  ove r
and  down the  Eas t  s i de .  You wi l l  f o rge t  a l l  about unhappiness
when seeing the  typical  Du tch  houses ,  qua in t ,  beau t i fu l ly
pa in t ed  w i th  f lower des igns  and sma l l  vege t ab l e  ga rdens  i n  the
f ron t .  Th i s  i s  S leepy Hollow country and  one  can see the Du tch
ances t ry  i n  the country and  v i l l ages .  Some day I shal l  t e l l
you about  i t  and read  t he  ’Legend  of  Sleepy Hol low.  1
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These  l a s t  two days have been  tough - f rom 4 :30  A.M.  to 7 :00
P .M.  w i th  beds o f  army b l anke t s  on  wooden f l oo r s  i n  a po l i ce
o r  f i r ehouse .  During the  day  we s topped for beans ,  e t c .  a long
the  h ighway and  d inne r  a t  7 :00  i n  a publ ic  bu i ld ing .  The snow
and i ce  i n  t he  moun ta in s  made ou r  t r ave l  very hazardous  and  i t
was  necessa ry  a t  t imes  to u se  fence  r a i l s  or b r ances  o f  t r ee s
in  f ron t  o f  the  r ea r  whee l s  to maneuver the  curved  h i l l s .  I n
sp i t e  of  these  d i f f i cu l t i e s  I would  no t  have mi s sed  any  pa r t
o f  t he  t r ip  to da t e .  But I do miss  you and how g rand  i t  wou ld
be i f  we could have  j u s t  a minute  t oge the r .  We have a long
fu tu re  ahead  wi th  mus i c .  Make th i s  your col lege  yea r  un t i l  I
come home.

Always you r s ,

Con .
#****♦*#♦•»***#****♦*»«*«*♦*♦*♦#»

November 25 th

Dea r  Los t  Soldier  Boy:

I have been thinking about you so ve ry ,  ve ry  much these  three
days .  I cou ld  not  imag ine  where you are s ince  no l e t t e r  ha s
come my way  fo r  th ree  days .  I t r y  to overcome the  thouoht  o f
ge t t i ng  a l e t t e r  from you every  day .  I am aware  o f  da i l y  moves ,
bu t  i t  i s  so good to hear  from you .  I wou ld  love to hea r  your
vo ice  aga in .  Ju s t  to have  you he re  on Chr i s tmas  wou ld  be the
g rea t e s t  g i f t  o f  a l l .  I th ink you wi l l  be home soon for  many
boys o f  the  county are be ing  discharged a t  Camp Sherman.  You
wro te  about jo in ing  the  SATC in  a un ive r s i t y ,  bu t ,  p l ea se  come
home f i r s t .  Perhaps  we can en te r  the  same schoo l .  I wro t e  you
a long l e t t e r  Sunday evening for  I was  so d readfu l ly  lonesome
and b lue .  I cannot  t e l l  how eage r  I am to see  you aga in .  I
am not  wor thy  o f  you bu t  I love  you so much,  Dea r .  I ma i l ed
you a box o f  ea t s  for Thanksg iv ing .  Please  come home.

Marie .

Af te r  de l iver ing  the convoy o f  50 t rucks and ca r s  in Ba l -
t imore  we re turned  immediately to Buffalo  by t r a in  and  spent
Thanksgiving the re .  I t  was  on th is  occas ion tha t  a buddy f rom
Indianapol is  and I had the de l i gh t fu l  v i s i t  w i th  the  f ami ly  of
Jank .  The cont ingent  remained in Buffa lo  un t i l  the New Year
wh ich  gave  me the  opportuni ty o f  describing in  g rea t e r  de t a i l
t he  exper iences  I had  i n  New York Ci ty  and down the  Eas t e rn
coas t  to Ba l t imore .  Upon arr iving in Buf fa lo ,  three o f  her
de layed  l e t t e r s  were g iven  me to wh ich  I responded wi th  my
le t t e r  of  t he  26 th .

Dear  Lonesome One :

We a r r ived  in Camp Holabird yes te rday  bu t  re turned by  t r a in  to
Buffalo  on a n igh t  coach ,  no bed accomoda t ions ,  a r r iv ing  l a t e
th i s  morn ing .  But to my joy in sp i t e  o f  a s l eep l e s s  n igh t ,
t h ree  o f  your l e t t e r s  were  awa i t ing  me .  I wro t e  my l a s t  l e t t e r
i n  Newburgh,  General  Wash ing ton ’ s  Headquar te r s  in the
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Revolu t ionary  War .  Coming down the  Hudson highway we  had a
g l impse  o f  t he  River  a t  t imes above  New York Ci ty  and saw the
l a rge  f l ee t  o f  ba t t l e sh ips  and des t roye r s ,  U .S .A .  I had  a
beau t i fu l  v iew of the  sky l ine  of t he  c i t y .  Cross ing over  on a
l a rge  f e r ry  boa t  we lodged in Newark for the n igh t .

S ince  we were  to remain here  for a few days  a ’ pa s s '  a l -
lowed me to see some of the  s igh t s  of New York: Woolworth
Bui ld ing ,  F i f t h  Avenue,  S t .  Pa t r i ck ' s  Church ,  Wa l l  S t r ee t ,  e t c .
I a l so  a t t ended  a marve lous  i ce  show a t  the Ice Pa l ace .  Then  on
to Ph i l ade lph i a ,  arriving t he re  on  Saturday g iv ing  us  a day i n
tha t  c i t y  on Sunday. We had mea l s  and bed  for two n ights  in
the  K .  of  C .  Ha l l ,  adjacent  to t he  Ca thed ra l .  I v i s i t ed  a s  many
of  the h i s to r ica l  bu i ld ings  a s  pos s ib l e ,  the exper iences  o f
which I wil l  r e l a t e  to you ,  hopefully soon,  and t ake  away a l l
o f  your s adnes s .  On to Wi lming ton ,  Tren ton ,  on  Monday, pe r -
mi t t ing  u s  to lodge in a sma l l  armory in E lk ton ,  Maryland.  Oh I
how I w i sh  I could r e l i eve  you o f  your s adnes s .  Have your b ro -
ther  Ited t ake  you to a dance  a t  S t .  Henry and v i s i t  Marcy,  oc -
ca s iona l ly .  Do a t tend  some pa r t i e s  in the  pa r i sh  be fore  and
a f t e r  the  Chris tmas  ho l idays .  I am a f r a id  your sadness w i l l
cause  you i l l  hea l th  and  develop a serious s i cknes s .  What  a
blow tha t  wou ld  be to your  so ld i e r .

I love you,  Con .
« # » «******#*#*-*«*  »*♦**«*«■******#

She ,  r ea l i z ing  the  danger o f  i l l - hea l th  f rom cont inuous
anxie ty  and worry  adopted  a measu re  o f  improved sp i r i t  and con-
t en tmen t .  She ,  en ter ta in ing  the pos s ib i l i t y  o f  my Chr i s tmas
fu r lough ,  was  determined to renew he r  p ledge  o f  loya l ty  and
f ide l i t y  on  the  ann ive r sa ry  and prove her love  fo r  me .  In
sp i t e  of  adverse  c i r cums tances  and  no Christmas fu r lough  the
New Year brought  her  encouragement and new hopes .  Her former
sp i r i t  of fun and f ro l i c  cou ld  be  observed  in her  l e t t e r s  which
had been inf luenced  by my poss ib l e  d i scha rge ,  t he  pass ing  o f
t ime ,  and the peaceful  ending o f  t he  war .  Her l e t t e r  o f  Decem-
be r  15 th  appeared to be car ry ing  a no t e  o f  hope .

From Your Bad L i t t l e  G i r l :

Jus t  mailed my Christmas ca rds ,  one  to you wi th  a 'Mer ry
Chr i s tmas '  on i t  for  I am keeping a l l  my love for  you on tha t
day ,  our  anniversary of l ove .  I ’ l l  no t  g ive  up hope un t i l  the
l a s t  t rain pu l l s  in t ha t  even ing .  I am no longer  praying for
peace bu t  have Santa  pu t  you  in  my stocking tha t  even ing .  I
am no longer crying o r  lonesome bu t  reviewing a l l  the  p leasant
memories of the  pas t  yea r ,  e ras ing  those  o f  Ju ly  and Augus t ,
fo rever .  My des i r e  fo r  an  education caused  the se  heartbreak-
ing days .  These  months  of  separa t ion  have g iven  me a new look
on  l i f e  and I now r ea l i ze  how much I need you for  my happiness .
We are bo th  young and wi l l  f ind  a way o f  acquir ing an educa-
t ion .

Always you r s ,
Marie .

#■##***#*»*#******#***** *********
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December 20th

My Dea r ,  Stni le  and Read :

I am afraid t h i s  shor t  no t e  w i l l  be  a d isappointment  bu t  smile
and remember the beau t i fu l  Chr i s tmas  of  l a s t  year when we
p ledged  our l oya l ty  and love  to each o the r .  Le t  u s  r epea t  i t
i n  s i lence on this day .  I cannot be w i th  you .  No fu r loughs  due
to the unce r t a in ty  of  our t r ave l s .  All our  dreams have been
sha t t e r ed  bu t  every c loud has  a s i lver  l i n ing .  I b r ing  you
lo t s  of good  cheer  and a renewed k i s s  by  way of  San ta .

Yours a lways ,
Con

********************************

Two Days  before  Chr i s tmas

Dear Absent Love r :

Th i s  i s  t he  22nd ,  week  of  ou r  For ty-hour  Devo t ion  and  I have
been in  church  mos t  o f  t he  day ,  p l ead ing  for  a fu r lough  fo r  I
wan t  you so much to renew my loya l ty  and love to you .  I a t -
tended se rv i ce s  ton igh t  and spoke to Joe Kaup and Ed Rummel who
have  been  d ischarged  from Chmp Sher idan .  I t  was  good  to see
them and we resur rec ted  some o ld  happenings  o f  pa s t  days bu t  I
wan t  you .  A merry Chris t inas  to you and a t rue  b lue  k i s s .  I
was  unab le  to f in i sh  t h i s  l e t t e r  un t i l  t oday ,  t he  20 th ,  f o r  I
had  the  f l u  and some k ind  o f  hea r t  a i lmen t .  I am weak f rom a
lack  o f  food  bu t  now on the  mend .  Oh Dea r !  I shou ld  have  a l l
t h i s  on  my 20 th  yea r ,  so unhappy and no Chr i s tmas .  A l l  t h i s
wi l l  end happi ly ,  I know Dear ,  bu t  i t  i s  a s  ha rd  a s  s t one  to
wa i t  so long ,  bu t  I promise I ’ l l  be  more  cheerful  in t he  New
Year .

Much love ,

Marie
********************************

January 3 rd ,  1919

A Ki s s  For  You:

Wel l  honey rece ived  the bes t  message  eve r ,  a t rue  k iss  from you
on our ann ive r sa ry .  Your love message  g ives  me cou rage .  Do
repea t  them in every l e t t e r  un t i l  you see me .  Many o f  my l e t -
t e r s  have  been  desc r ip t ive  mat te r  of the country and c i t i e s  I
have  v i s i t ed ,  pe rhaps  no t  too many honied words  bu t  you can
read  my love between the  l i ne s .  I imagined you a t  my s ide  and
be  a s su red ,  we toge the r  w i l l  be  repeating these  exper iences .
I am so sorry to hea r  abou t  your i l l ne s s  bu t  t ha t  you a r e  now
on  the  mend .  You mus t  be  more  cheerful  in t h i s  New Year fo r
some day soon your wor r i e s  w i l l  be  ove r .  I t hank  you for  youi
p raye r s  and  ou r  B le s sed  Lady wi l l  b r ing  me back safe to you .
Now Dea r ,  do not cry o r  wor ry ,  I am a l i ve ,  t he  war i s  ove r ,
and  t ime wi l l  br ing me to you .  I am happy tha t  you can  kn i t
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but  do no t  fo rge t  your mus i c .  Sing and p l ay  the  o ld  and new
melod ies .  I am in  Al l en town ,  Pennsylvania  s ince  our  company
wi l l  move the  large army t rucks ,  ’Whi t e  and L ibe r ty*  ( s ee  en
closed p i c tu re ) ,  to Ba l t imore .  We are  a t  p r e sen t  lodged in  t he
horsebarn a t  the  fa i rg rounds .  Here i s  where the g rea t  t r o t t e r ,
’Dan Pa t ch*  made h i s  record o f  1 :55 .  This  t r ip  gave  u s  an ex-
c i t i ng  view of the Susquehanna R ive r ,  Wi lkesBar re ,  h igh  moun-
t a in s ,  t unne l s ,  w i th  heaps  of  coal  and coal  mines everywhere .
We passed  through ’Pennsylvania  Dutch*  country o f  spic and  span
fa rms  and v i l l ages .  I do not  know when I ’ l l  ge t  the d i scha rge
bu t ,  ”1*11  be  Loving you Always” .  You have  the melody ,  and you
are  my swee thea r t .

Con .

I t  was  near t he  end  o f  February when the  headqua r t e r s  o f
Mator Transport  Corps M.T .C .  573  was  t r ans fe r red  to Kea rney ,
New Jersey ,  ad jacent  to New York C i ty  ac ross  t he  Hudson R ive r .
The doughboys had  been re tu rn ing  by  the  thousands  f rom Europe
dur ing  the  f i r s t  mon ths  o f  1919 w i th  many ’he ro ’  pa rades  down
5 th  Avenue .  I t  was  a l so  t rue  t ha t  my f r i ends  a t  Camp Sherman
were  being d i scha rged ,  news o f  which  provided ample  t ea r s  and
hea r t aches  for  my swee thea r t .  I t  appeared t ha t  the  Transpor-
t a t i on  Corps would  be  t he  l a s t  dismembered un i t .  I t  was  e s sen -
t i a l  for  a l l  a rmy  veh ic l e s  to be s tored  i n  ce r t a in  depo t s .

Because  o f  my educa t ion  and ab i l i t y  a s  a t yp i s t ,  t he  Cap-
t a in  had  me p romoted  a s  a s s i s t an t  Se rgean t  in t he  Qua r t e rmas -
t e r ’ s  Corps .  In addi t ion  to the  du t i e s  o f  company c l e rk  I was
respons ib le  for  company ca r s ,  equipment ,  food and da i ly  neces -
s i t i e s  o f  the company.

The next  three mon ths  a l lowed me more f reedom of a c t i on
and the  ab i l i t y  to schedule  my t ime  when off  du ty .  Th i s  i s  no t
to say  there was  a d imin i shed  performance o f  func t ions .  Ac tu -
a l l y  more ,  bu t  a l l  were de f in i t e ly  scheduled by the Cap ta in .
I had  no d i f f i cu l ty  i n  receiving a pa s s  to New York C i ty ,
v i s i t i ng  Wal l  S t r ee t ,  F i f th  Avenue ,  Times Square ,  the  S t a tue
of L ibe r ty ,  S t .  Pa t r i ck ’ s  Ca thed ra l ,  Nfecy’s and to view the
many parades  o f  re turning so ld i e r s .  These exper iences  were
t ru ly  exci t ing  and ve ry  educa t iona l .

Occas iona l ly ,  t he  Mess Sergeant  and I would ferry  ove r
to Gove rno r ’ s  I s l and  wi th  a one-hal f  ton Dodge and p ick  up
suppl ies  for  ou r  group of  about  30. A l l  mar r i ed  men had  been
d i scha rged .  As t ime approached,  t he  beginning o f  May, the  Mess
Sergeant  had  been  d ischarged  and  ou r  company d i sman t l ed  to a
group o f  15 :  The Cap ta in ,  a few mechan ic s ,  and a few ’Non-
coms .*  Th i s  brought  me the  promot ion  o f  Sergean t  o f  Supp l i e s
and of f ice  c l e rk .

The du t i e s  o f  mine  for  March and Apri l  had  been va r i ed :
wr i t i ng  and f i l i ng  o f  da i l y  r epo r t s  to headquar te r s  o f  a l l  a c -
t i v i t i e s  o f  the company, t he  movement o f  ca r s  and  t rucks ,  and
the  report ing of  a l l  company supp l i e s .  During the l a s t  two
weeks of  May I completed the  d i s cha rge  papers  o f  t he  remaining
members  o f  the  company, fo rmu la t ed  my own d i scha rge  pape r s ,
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which was  s igned by  the Captain providing my t ransportat ion to
Camp Sherman. I arrived a t  th is  Camp on Nfey 25 th ,  the person-ne l  o f  which completed a l l  f i na l  papers  and provided me wi th
new army equipment, back pay ,  transportation to my home and
a Ce r t i f i c a t e  o f  D i scha rge .

I t  was  on March 5 th  when I had the f i r s t  opportunity of
wri t ing Mar i e  from Camp Kearney, New Je r sey .

M.T .C .  573
Camp Kearney
New Jersey

Dear Li t t le  G i r l :

I am wr i t ing  you on my th i rd  s t age  o f  army service as  a s s i s t an tto the  Supply Sergeant  and Chief Company C le rk .  Ihe en t i r e
company has  been transferred to Kearney s ince  a l l  our ac t i v i -
t i e s  wi l l  be  in the Eas t .  It appears tha t  we are approaching,nearer and  nea re r ,  to the day o f  dismantling t he  company s ince
the t ransfer  has  reduced our group to approximately ha l f .  Iam known a s  t he  Ac t ing  Se rgean t  and Chief  Company Clerk.  Th i s
promotion c rea tes  more duties  in t he  off ice  only bu t  defini tely
scheduled by the Cap ta in .  This wi l l  a l low me g rea t e r  freedom
of  ac t ion  and,  no doubt ,  more v i s i t s  to New York C i ty ,  i t  being
within f i f t een  minutes by ferry  across the r i ve r .  Of cou r se ,
th i s  new detai l  cannot  go on fo reve r .  The pas t  year  in t he
army and your absence has had merit  for they have brought defi-
n i t e  dec is ions .  this has been a l ife o f  adventure and f reedomfrom care tha t  must  end soon .  You know there i s  no need for
roe to t e l l  you tha t  our love  has  grown f rom a w i the r ing  sprout
into a mighty oak .  Our l e t t e r s  have  declared over and over tha t
that  you were born for  me and I for you which we wi l l  rea l ize

when we meet aga in .  May the Almighty  protec t  u s  always and our
love ,  never to be  marred by the smalles t  of  doub t .

Con .♦ *♦*»*<*****■***«***■»■»******■*«***

For tuna te ly  wi th  renewed sp i r i t ,  rubric accepted the d i s -couraging news o f  ' no  fur lough '  and accepted  my advice to be
her o ld  self o f  bygone days ,  a t t end  pa r t i e s ,  and renew com-
panionship of  o ld  f r i ends .  Her l e t t e r  of  March 7th carried
messages  o f  he r  fo rmer  d ispos i t ion  and persona l i ty  o f  w i t t y
remarks ,  merr iment  and j ' o l l i t y .  However,  equa l ly  mixed wi ththese  were en t r ea t i ng  remarkable  messages  o f  he r  love  for me .

March 7th

My Dear Absent  Teacher:

On Sunday night  I p l ay  t he  p iano ,  I mean I play a t  i t  some-times and think I 'm  in the I I  g rade  a t  p resen t .  Don ' t  you
think I am progressing r a the r  rapidly? I had  a good  teacher on
Sunday nights long ago bu t  the  'Be ing '  disappeared and nevercame back .  I pa id  my f ee  and I c an ' t  understand why he e loped .
I curl  my tosse led  ha i r ,  wea r  sunbeam smi les ,  t e l l  him o f t en ,'Gee  you are cute 1 g ive  h im chicken ,  p i e ,  o l i ve s  and cream,
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our men who was k i l l ed ,  crushed between h i s  truck and a loose
rai l road ca r .  There will  be  a t  least  a dozen or  more  reports
to be wr i t t en  to headquar te rs .

The company re turned today which means about  a day and a half
o f  c le r ica l  work to record number and  type  o f  a l l  veh ic les ,
gaso l ine  used  and a l l  other  expenses .  Tomorrow, I w i l l  go for
supplies to Governor ' s  Is land which i s  near  the  S ta tue  of Lib-
e r ty .  Perhaps see  more of  New York before I am d ischarged .
Goodbye, and wi l l  see you soon.

Con
***************#»**-*»******#*#**

May 20th

Dear  Honey Bunch:

The  pas t  week I have been completing discharge papers for  a l l
members o f  the company. So here I am on the eve o f  leaving
M.T .C .  573  and o ld  f r iends.  Al l  are now discharged to the l a s t
man which i s  myself .  I w i l l  be  on my way to Camp Sherman for
discharge about  the 25 th .  Wil l  wr i te  o r  call you from the re .
I must  c lose  this l a s t  army le t ter  wi th  a b i t  of ou r  o ld t ime
ver sif i cation :

"Oh!  wha t  a wonderful day I ' ve  not seen  i n  years
For there  wil l  be  many caresses  and never more t ea r s .
P lace  your tiny arms around me Honey and ho ld  me t ight
I ' d  l i ke  to be  your supporting man and never ou t  of s i gh t .
Your love i s  my love and a lways w i l l  be mine.
P l ea se ,  never f r e t  o r  p ine ,  i t  never wi l l  decl ine
Therefore,  ho ld  t ight  my dea r  the l ove  t ha t  i s  forever t h ine . "

This i s  the prayer  o f  your returning soldier boy .

Con

Receiving my l a s t  l e t t e r  from Gamp Kearney, frbrie a t  l a s t
r ea l i zed  the t ru th  o f  an ea r ly  d ischarge  which opened her mind
and hea r t  w i th  ant ic ipat ion to this period of  spr ing .  I t  was
May, the apple t r ees  were in b loom,  the spring garden  was  a
carpet o f  g reen ,  the bright  leaves  on the  maples and the flow-
ering shrubs were a l ive  w i th  robins ,  ca rd ina l s ,  b lue  b i rd s  and
o the r s ,  twittering and dart ing abou t .  The sof t  fleecy c louds
hovered over the blue sky creat ing a g lor ious  day and al l  f u -
tu r e  days for  he r .  The l e t t e r  informed her  o f  my discharge  in
a few days ,  whereby I would complete my own service-record for
the  yea r ,  signed by the Captain who would provide money for my
transporta t ion to Camp Sherman.
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CHAPTER VI I I

RETURN TO CIVILIAN LIFE

According to my recol lect ion I arr ived a t  Camp Sherman
about May 22nd for  t he  necessary proceedings for  f ina l  d i s -
cha rge ,  phys i ca l  examination f i na l  pay ,  and an i s sue  o f  a new
army uniform. In sp i t e  of the  new army ou t f i t  I purchased a
c iv i l i an  su i t  w i th  be l t ed  coat  ( the  style a t  that t ime) ,  sh i r t ,
t i e ,  and shoes  in Ch i l l i co the ,  and wi red  her tha t  I would be
in  Greenvil le on Sunday af te rnoon,  May 29 th .  The e l ec t r i c  in -
ter-urban ca r ,  running d i rec t ly  from Dayton to Greenv i l l e
brought  me to the S t .  James Hotel in the ea r ly  afternoon o f
th i s  memorable spring day .  Cue to a punctured au to  t i r e  (an
experience no t  new in the days when t i res  were poorly con
s t ruc t ed ) ,  Mar ie ,  wi th  my sister and b ro the r ,  a r r ived about an
hour l a t e .

At l a s t ,  happily, we  were in a strong embrace and in -
s t an t ly  our l ips me t .  Und i sgu i sed ,  she committed herse l f  to
the kiss of gent leness  and  na tu ra lness ,  s imul taneously ,  i n i t i -
a t ing a mutual s igh  o f  brea th less  joy ,  hoping never to end ,
she whispered ,  " I  was  dreaming o f  this  a l l  year ,  do no t  take
th i s  dream away f rom me . "  The pas s ing  year was a millenium
that  had been f i l l ed  many times wi th  many doubts  and hea r t -
breaking moments .  This o f  course ,  would be  na tura l  in view of
the questionable and confused leave-taking tha t  September of
l a s t  year .  The departure a t  that t ime  was no uncomplicated
ma t t e r  and we knew that  i t  would requi re  a certain amount o f
g ive -and- t ake .  The many hundreds of l e t t e r s ,  cr iss-cross ing
from East  to West  plainly demonstra ted that each of u s  was more
eager to g ive  than t ake .  The circumstances of  absence and the
constant  postponement o f  my discharge created temporary f rus -
t r a t i ons  that created the crucible o f  a pure s t ee l  of l ove .

The trip to her home was one  f i l l ed  wi th  j oy ,  happiness ,
open-hear tedness ,  and absence of a l l  formal i t ies  and bashful -
nes s .  In due time I was aga in  united w i th  the  members of her
family who considered me a s  one  o f  them and demons t ra ted  t he i r
affect ion w i th  an abundance o f  hosp i t a l i t y  and love .  Wi th  much
pr ide  her  six-year old s i s t e r ,  Es the r ,  was  my cons tan t  com-
panion and r e l a t ed  about  her privilege of  carrying the many
hundreds o f  l e t t e r s  f rom and to the local  pos t  o f f i ce .  She did
not  f a i l  to t e l l  of  the many happy hours  she and her dear  s i s -
ter spent toge ther  upon the  receipt  o f  one ,  but  a l so  the sad-
nes s  i n  the absence o f  an an t i c ipa t ed  message.

After a two-hour v i s i t  Marie accompanied u s  to my home,
Where equa l  exci tement ,  enthusiasm,  and love was  shown by my
fami ly .  Seeing me was  a g r ea t  r e l i e f  for  my mother who sa id ,
" I f ,  on ly ,  your brother Norbert would be w i th  u s ,  I would be  so
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happy .”  Fo r  a l l  pa s t  homecomings never before  d id  my presence
c rea t e  so much happiness  and pe r sona l  a f fec t ion  among a l l  mem-
be r s  in t he i r  we lcome .  As fo r  Mar i e  she  was  r ad i an t  a t  the
d inne r  t ha t  even ing ,  her  h igh  sp i r i t s  infected a l l  members - a t
the t ab l e .  The l i s t en ing  and r e l a t i ng  of  the  exper iences  o f
the  pas t  year  o f  each member comple ted  the  happiness  of t h i s
memorable  even t .  The t a lk  o f  the fami ly  members  ran a s  u sua l
on  ru ra l  t op i c s  and even t s  t ha t  had been re l a t ed  d i r ec t l y  to
our  absence .  Mother  spoke of  her d isappoin tment  and  anxiety  o f
Norbe r t '  s whereabouts  s ince  they had  had  no message  f rom h im
af t e r  he  had  been cal led to t he  f ront  i n  the f i r s t  days o f  No-
vember .  My f a the r  and bro ther  Alber t  reviewed the f a l l  and win-
te r  farmwork and chores w i thou t  t he  help of u s .  S i s t e r  Z i t a
spoke o f  the  many mee t ings  w i th  Nfercy and Marie and the many
le t t e r s  wr i t t en  to me,  accompanied by  packages of  goodies .  in-
deed .  my younger b ro the r s  to ld  of  thei r  many v i s i t s  to Ntarie's
home and  the i r  school  expe r i ences .  The incident  o f  the p i l -
g r image  to the  pa r i sh  g ro t to  by the group on  October  4 th ,  and
the  w i r e  t o  the Commanding Off icer  a t  Camp Sherman by  Marie  and
my f a the r ,  were  r e l a t ed  minu te ly  and d i s t i nc t l y .  This  was  a
deeper  ma t t e r  for Nfcrie than  o the r s  r ea l i zed .  She ,  r a i s ing  her
eyes ,  gaz ing  sea rch ing ly  i n to  mine s a id ,  "Oh!  wha t  a memorable
day  tha t  was  for  me . ”

Af t e r  a pe r iod  o f  ca lm  r e f l ec t i on  on  the  happenings of
t he  yea r ,  Mar ie  in t roduced a new sub jec t  for cons ide ra t ion .
She ,  being fu l l y  consc ious  of  the  f ac t  t ha t  I had been happy
and  fu l l y  occup ied  w i th  ru ra l  school  and pa r i sh  ac t i v i t i e s  in
the  pas t  w i shed  to l ea rn  whe the r  o r  no t  my army and c i t y  ex-
pe r i ences  had  changed my ideas  o f  country env i ronmen t .  Open-
ing up the top ic  she s a id ,  "Con,  you have seen many s t age  p l ays
in  t he  Eas t ,  do you f ind  t ha t  the p l aye r s  have g iven  you a d i f -
f e r en t  p i c tu re  o f  c i t y  wor ld l i ne s s  o f  l i f e  than t h i s  count ry
env i ronmen t  o f  peacefu l  l i v ing?”  How would I answer? What
could I s ay?  My r e sponse ,  " I  d id  enjoy l eg i t ima te  s t age  p l ea -
sures  i n  a sense  and was  momen ta r i l y  g ra t e fu l  for the  oppor-
tuni ty  of  seeing them bu t  med i t a t i ng  l a t e r  upon l i f e*s  prob-
lems one recognizes  the underlying sham and hypocr isy  of i t
a l l . "

Nferie leaned back in her  cha i r  and medi ta ted  upon these
words  of  mine  wh ich  appeared to be o f  i n t ense  concern to he r .
She had  d iscovered  wha t  she  wanted  t o  know and i t  made he r
happy,  for  I was  s t i l l  the  coun t ry  teacher  and would  cont inue
to f ind  s a t i s f ac t i on  in my occupa t ion  w i th  probable  fu tu re  ad -
d i t i ona l  academic work .  I con t inued ,  " I t  appears  t ha t  one en -
joys  t he  whole a f fa i r  o f  c i t y  en te r ta inment  and super f ic ia l
cu l tu r e  a t  the  t ime bu t  su sp i c ious ly  d i s sa t i s f i ed  w i th  i t  the
nex t  moment .  One day wou ld  be  much l i ke  ano the r .  Something
new one  day wou ld  gene ra l l y  be  r epea t ed  the next  wh i l e  the  on -
lookers  a lways  hope and expect i t  would  be  d i f f e ren t  t omor row.”

Late r  t ha t  evening my b ro the r  A lbe r t  r e tu rned  us  to he r
home where  I remained for  the  n igh t .

Mar i e ' s  conversa t ion  o f  w i t  and humor a t  my home was  t he
pro logue  of  her  conduct w i th  me tha t  even ing .  Our en t i r e  even-
ing  was  devo ted  to dreams in p rog re s s ,  confined wi th  mi r th  and
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gravity bat mutually respected. This being our first meeting
and alone together since that eventful leave-taking in Septem-
ber, she triumphantly related the story of October 4th, which
to her was both psyche and spiritual. Propitious happenings
during our courtship, though sometimes discouraging, she was
convinced that the message was truly a revelation to give her
peace and happiness for life.

The immediate hours of laughter and tears, conscious and
insensitive dreams, romance and love had been pressured by the
ever tick-tock of the clock, which at last instinctively
brought us to the realization that it was no longer a late hour
but an early morning one.

Fortunately, the ground-work for this eventful evening
had been planned by me months in advance. Instinctively, I
sensed the true meaning of her love in all her letters and the
eventful incident of October 4th. Yes, I surmised that her
thoughts of apparent insurmountable kno t ty-po in t s of education,
and the status of being a respectful wife of one other than a
country teacher had been completely dislodged.

I had the opportunity of selecting a small brilliant cut
diamond, set in platinum, while in the New York area. Though
it was only a fraction of a carat (my army dollars were few
and far between pay days), I was impressed with its delicacy,
a daintiness so like her tastes.

Before retiring to our respective rooms for a few hours
of sleep at this early morning hour, and before the stars dis-
appeared and the sun inched itself above the horizon, shedding
its warm rays over the earth, I presented a tiny, velvet cov-
ered, lily-shaped box to her, the content of which was hidden
by a snap-lock covering. As gallant as any knight of old,
opening the case, removing the tiny object, simultaneously,
taking her hand and gazing into her tear-filled eyes I said,
"Will you, my true love and only sweetheart, allow me with this
tiny object to ring you forever and ever to the one who i s  not
worthy of you but desires to face all of life's problems with
you?" She, with quickened pulse and cheerful heart responded
in the softest audible voice, "Your words have been in the
secret recesses of my heart these many months. You have sat-
isfied my aching heart and completed my happiness for life."

Being unaware of the ever-beat of the clock, the night
had faded hard in the diffused light of the morning sun.
Caught in the ecstasy of our memories, we were insensitive of
the golden sunrise of that last day of May, but were compen-
sated, hundredfold, by the joys of those bewitching hours, vi-
talized by expressions of deep loyalty, faith, and love for
each other.

In view of the swiftly passing days into early June, yet
it had only been a week or two since my discharge, I became
disturbed in attempting to find a teaching position for the
coming year for not one was available. I was not too optimis-
tic in finding one since contracts for teaching and organist
positions had been completed in March. Surprisingly, a one
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room country s choo l ,  e a s t  o f  Mins t e r ,  was  s t i l l  ava i l ab l e .
Regre t t ab ly  bu t  w i thou t  choice  I accep ted  the pos i t i on ,  ( one
s imi l a r  to my f i r s t  year  o f  teaching  experiences i n  1915) .  I n
r ea l i t y  t h i s  would en t a i l  lodging wi th  a family nea r  the s choo l
each week ,  and permit  me to v i s i t  my home and NBr ie ' s  on week-
ends .  She ,  above a l l ,  f e l t  the heav iness  of ano ther  yea r  o f
many winter  n igh t s  wi thout  her  be loved in her  Dream Cas t l e .

Her bro ther  Ted had been  marr ied in l a t e  June .  She a s  a
b r ide ’ s  maid and a s s i s t i ng  w i th  t he  necessary  wedding p repa ra -
t i ons ,  though joyful  fo r  o the r s ,  added more to her  complexi-
t i e s .  The even t fu l  days  o f  f e s t i v i t i e s ,  exci tement  and g ree t -
i ngs  came and wen t .  There was  no mi s t ake  about t he  f ac t  t ha t
her  pa r t i c ipa t i on  i n  t h i s  a f f a i r  and  my l ack  o f  a pa r i sh  t each -
ing pos i t i on ,  undeniably  r e f l ec t ed  much d i scouragement  and
c rea t ed  grave doubts  for  u s  of having our wedding wi th in  the
year .

My homecoming had no t  changed her  morning rou t ine  o f
v i s i t i ng  the  nearby chu rch .  In obedience to he r  na tu ra l  i n -
s t i nc t  o f  relying on Providence to br ing he r  so ld i e r  boy home
she  was  predetermined to f ind  conso la t i on  and a pos s ib l e  so lu -
t ion to t he  i n s t an t  and p re s s ing  new d i f f i cu l ty  by a t t end ing
da i ly  mass .  I t  had  been the church tha t  f i l l ed  t he  empt iness
in he r  hea r t  the many mon ths ,  thus  she  l o s t  no confidence i n  the
fac t  t ha t  t he  Hand of  Providence  wou ld  provide  a mean ingfu l
year ahead .

I t  was  a clear  and b r i l l i an t  morning in ea r ly  Ju ly .  The
sun ' s  rays spread ac ros s  the sky in  a fan- l ike  a r ray  o f  sot  t
colors  wi th  t iny cu r l s  of  c louds ,  looking l ike the ha i r  of  an-
ge l s  spreading themselves  ou t  like a fan of  ever-changing co l -
o r s  and becoming more pa l e  a s  the sun rose  in t he  sky .  I t  was
ju s t  such a day when the very atmosphere was charged wi th  an -
t i c ipa t ive  b l e s s ings .  Indeed upon leav ing  the church she was
hopeful  ye t  b r ea th l e s s  and  doub t fu l .

I t  s eems  a lmos t  incred ib le  t ha t  on t h i s  morning a t t end -
ing the  ea r ly  service  w i th  a dozen v i l l age r s  was  a s choo lma te
o f  he r s  whom she had  no t  seen for  many mon ths .  Ro th  had com-
p le t ed  the  g rades  a t  Burke t t sv i l l e .  He had a t t ended  the same
academy wi th  me for  t h ree  yea r s ,  conpleted the t eache r ' s
cou r se ,  and had  had two yea r s  o f  teaching in a one  room ru ra l
school  be fo re  enter ing mi l i t a ry  s e rv i ce .

He and  Mar ie  reached the  s teps  lead ing  from the church
a t  the  same time and immedia te ly  began a conversa t ion  on the
happenings  o f  the  pas t  yea r .  I t  i s  t r ue  t ha t  he had  a shy
ra the r  e f femina te  so r t  o f  cha rac t e r  and  wi th  some f a l t e r i ng  he
informed her  he had  con t r ac t ed  for  t he  teaching  and  o rgan i s t
pos i t ion  a t  Ca r thagena  in March for  the  coming yea r .  Wi th  an
odd  kind o f  g igg l e  ( a  f ami l i a r  hab i t  o f  h i s ,  known by a l l ) ,  he
sa id  hes i t a t i ng ly  and uncomfor tab ly ,  "Th i s  i s  my f i r s t  a t t emp t
to d i rec t  a choir  and to p lay  a pipe o rgan .  The idea of  having
a t eache r ' s  house  and no t  marr ied g ives  me the creeps  and a
sk i t t i sh  f ee l i ng . "

One might  ca l l  i t  one o f  her  d i s tu rb ing ly  b r i l l i an t  ac t s  ,

252



for  wi thin  moments ,  w i th  b lue  i r resis t ibly twinkling eyes and  a
f a in t  con templa t ive  smi l e ,  she  responded,  "Con has  r ecen t ly re -
turned from Camp Sherman and has  been unsuccess fu l  in f inding
a pa r i sh  posi t ion  since a l l  contracts had  been completed ear-
lier in the yea r .  He was offered a one room rural  school near
Mins te r  which he wi l l  accept i f  no o ther  i s  ava i l ab l e . "  She,
approaching a s tep  nearer w i th  a more expressive tone of vo i ce ,
conveying a personal in te res t  i n  h i s  behalf ,  s a id ,  "You know
there i s  a possible  opportunity and an advantage for  you by ex-
changing posi t ions  with Con for  one yea r ,  which would al low you
to prepare for a future o rgan i s t  pos i t ion .  Ih i s ,  I know he
would gladly consider and I would be deeply g ra t e fu l  to you for
th i s  subs t i t u t i on ,  i t  wou ld  fu l f i l l  our  g r ea t  des i re  to be
married t h i s  yea r . "

She wi th  equal ca lm continued, "By your doing this you
do not  feel  t ha t  we ought  to wait longer to be  married?" This
so r t  of  dimin t ive  plea brought  an i n s t an t  response and a f t e r
ser ious  r e f l ec t i on ,  he s a id ,  "Yes ,  I sha l l  be happy to have
Con take my schoo l .  You we l l  know tha t  I have had the g rea t -
e s t  respec t  and  admiration fo r  you through our school  yea r s .
Con and I had a c lo se  associa t ion  a s  co l lege  chums,  though he
had l e s s  diff icul ty  wi th  books and was  very effect ive a s  an
o rgan i s t .  I sha l l  contact  the president  o f  the Carthagena
School Board today and have them accept my res ignat ion  and in -
form them of Con ' s  qua l i f i ca t i ons . "

My good fr iend and I carr ied ou t  the necessary de t a i l s  of
the t r ans fe r .  Wi th in  a week  the Carthagena School Board com-
p le ted  the agreement of $125 per month for the school yea r .
Simultaneously t he  school board a t  Minster eager to f ind an ac-
ceptable teacher agreed  to the t r ans fe r .  I t  i s  to be no t ed
tha t  my wel l -wishing a s soc ia t e  taught for  one yea r  on ly ,  d is -
continued teaching and accepted a posi t ion with the State Board
of Parole of Ohio .

In the month o f  June ray b ro the r ,  Norbe r t ,  had returned
safe and well  from overseas ,  discharged a t  Camp Sherman ,  and
decorated wi th  a 'S i lve r  S t a r '  for bravery under fire a t  the
f ron t .  According to the personal account o f  Sg t .  Francis  Clark
o f  Xenia ,  Ohio ,  h i s  immediate non-commissioned o f f i ce r ,  my bro-
ther  vo lun tee red  to carry a s ec re t  message f rom h i s  platoon to
another  under f i r e  on November 5 ,  191 B .

Seven American divis ions  had concentrated a t  Sedan,  a
large German Bridgehead located a t  the coterminous point of
Be lg ium,  France and Germany.  He del ivered the message w i thou t
harm and  was c i ted  by h i s  Commanding Officer fo r  bravery wi th
an  entry i n  h i s  mi l i tary  se rv ice  records  to be  awarded the
'S i l ve r  Meda l . '

Of a l l  the  exc i t emen t  reverbera t ing  to every corner o f
the  Nordenbrock home none exceeded tha t  of the news o f  the
coming wedd ing .  Cheer fu lness  and happiness r e f l ec t ed  the  a t t i -
tude of every member, from the youngest  of s ix  years  to the
e lder ly  grandmother  of ninety.

Preparing for the impending day: the how , when and
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where ,  demanded more than o rd ina ry  considera t ion and se r ious
though t  by  u s  s ince  the new school  year  was  to beg in  i n  two
mon ths .

Despi te  the  f ac t  Marie  had  r ecen t ly  experienced the  many
de ta i l s  confronting a b r ide ,  e s sen t i a l s ,  o the r  t han  the  con-
vent ional  and e s t ab l i shed  procedures ,  many had  to be  modi f i ed ,
including the  s ign i f icance  and  the  solemnity o f  the occas ion .
Knowing the importance o f  such e s sen t i a l s  she  had these  i n t r i -
cac i e s  quickly  and immedia te ly  solved by  say ing ,  "My wedding
wi l l  be  a very  simple p rocedure ;  one  b r ide ’ s  ma id ;  bo th  b r ide
and maid  w i l l  appear in navy-blue  su i t s ;  ( a  d is turbing and
unheard  o f  b r ide ’ s  ra iment  in the country a t  that  t ime) ,  the
wedding f ea s t  w i l l  be  on October 1 s t ,  h igh  noon a t  my home;
and to be  preceded by  a solemn mass  w i th  Fa the r  Wi l l ,  the un-
c l e ,  a s  ce l eb ran t .  Fa the r  Schwei tzer  the loca l  pa s to r ,  and
Fa ther  Schwei terman,  Rector  o f  the nea rby  Novi t ia te  a s  a s s i s t -
an t s . ’ ’  Her one  concern and des i re  was  my approval of these i n -
nova t ions ,  and I read i ly  agreed  to a l l .

Wi th  t he  wedding day on  October  1 s t  i t  took a s t i n t  of
brushclear ing  for me to so lve  my many en t ang lemen t s :  the open-
in  o f  the  pa r i sh  schoo l  on September 15 th ;  an o rgan i s t  sub-
s t i t u t e  for the  two Sundays '  ; the me thod  and f inancing o f  t he
a f f a i r ;  and schedul ing  the honeymoon t r i p  to Niagara  Fa l l s .
Insurmountab le  a s  i t  appeared w i th  no recourse  o f  s a l a ry  from
teaching no t  ye t  ea rned ,  I was  ab l e  to so lve  each  wi th  men ta l
ag i l i t y  and r e sou rce fu lnes s .  The school  board  a l lowed the
school  term to beg in  on September 15 th ,  w i th  one month  o f  s a l -
a ry  i n  advance  and  a two-week vaca t ion  for the ch i ld r en .  The
pas to r ,  Fa the r  Boni face  Russ ,  former  Seminary rec to r  a t  the
ad jacen t  i n s t i t u t i on  implied t ha t  the pa r i shone r s  shou ld  have
no d i f f i cu l ty  i n  the i r  devo t ions  w i thou t  an organ fo r  two Sun-
days .

We planned a l e ave - t ak ing  immedia te ly  a f t e r  t he  wedding
dinner  to boa rd  t he  L .E .  & W. Rai l road a t  Cd ldwate r  fo r  Cleve-
land .  By taking an overn igh t  Lake S t eamer  in ear ly  evening
we  wou ld  a r r i ve  in Buf fa lo  i n  ea r ly  morn ing .  I had  no t  fo r -
go t ten  the generous  and hosp i t ab l e  f ami ly  o f  Mr .  and Mrs .  Jank ,
two daughters  Ha t t i e  and Helen  and brother  who had welcomed
the  two sold ier  boys on Thanksgiving and Chris tmas wh i l e  in
mil i tary se rv ice  a half year  ago .  They ,  upon receiving my mes-
sage  were  de l ighted  and honored and extended an  i nv i t a t i on  to
spend our honeymoon a t  t he i r  home .

The month o f  July had  sl ipped by too quickly and the
f i r s t  days  o f  Augus t  reminded us  the re  were  many wedding de -
t a i l s  to be  comple t ed .  The l a s t  two weeks  i n  Ju ly  provided
suf f i c i en t  t ime  for the  pa r t i c ipan t s  in the ceremony to ac -
knowledge the i r  de s i r e  and en thus i a sm to sha re  in our  happi -
nes s .  Announcements  had  been p r in t ed  promptly and were  i n  t he
mai l  by  mid -Augus t .  Wi th in  due time bo th  of u s  had chosen ap-
propr ia te  wear ing  apparel  for  the ceremony a s  we l l  a s  the  so -
ca l l ed  ' go ing  away '  a t t i r e .  The  r i t ua l  being a double-r ing
one ,  we chose  ye l low-go ld  companion r i ngs ,  ( p l a t i num was  too
expens ive ) ,  the  ou t e r  c i r c l e  o f  each  was  e t ched  wi th  a da in ty
f l eu r -de - l i s ,  (bo th  r ings  a r e  now he i r looms of  the f ami ly )  .
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For her  wedding g i f t  i t  was the  des i re  of her  pa ren t s  to
provide the necessary household  i t ems  and furn ish ings  for the
home .  These inc luded:  a we l l - s tocked  k i t chen ;  t ab l e ,  cha i r s ,
e t c .  for  the dining room;  furn ish ings  for  the par lor  including
the p i ano ;  and a complete bedroom su i t e .  Many of t hese  des i r -
able a r t i c l e s  are t r easured  by  my chi ldren and a r e  hei r looms in
the  14 room,  150 year  o ld  house on the  f a rm.

I remembered her  w i th  a t oo l ed  l ea the r  handbag of o r i en -
t a l  de s ign ,  i t s  secre t  compartment enhanced  wi th  twen ty ,  crisp
$20  b i l l s  to be  he r ' s  fo r  the  t r i p .  She  in turn gave  me a s  a
keepsake ,  a go ld  s t i ck  p in  topped wi th  a min ia tu re  pea r l .

I t  was  h ighly  un l ike ly  for  u s  w i th  a l l  t he  ou t l ay  o f
money to i nves t  more t han  the  minimum in a second-hand  au to -
mob i l e .  This  effected t he  pu rchase  of  a 1915 runabout  ’ T’
Ford wh ich  so lved  ou r  t r anspo r t a t i on  problems fo r  t he  nex t  two
years  .

The  end  o f  the two weeks  o f  s choo l  u she red  i n  t he  two
weeks  of  ex tended  vaca t ion  to t he  g rea t  de l i gh t  o f  the pup i l s
bu t  perhaps  t o  t he  d i s ag reeab lenes s  of  t he  pa ren t s .  However,
i t  gave  t he  pup i l s  t he  oppor tuni ty  o f  learning f i r s t -hand  the
pe r sona l i t y  o f  the teacher  and  many complimentary  remarks o f
my method of t each ing  and  d i sc ip l ine  had d r i f t ed  back  to the
pa ren t s .  More than  f i f t y  years  l a t e r ,  pup i l s  who had acqu i r ed
p ro fe s s iona l  s t a tu s ,  r e l a t ed  t ha t  the  two-week vaca t ion  was  a
t an t a l i z ing  one  for  they  had  anxiously  an t ic ipa ted  the  resump-
t ion of  school  ac t i v i t i e s  a t  the time to l ea rn  more  about  t he
new teacher  and  h i s  b r ide .

I had purchased a dozen  laying -hens a few weeks  ea r l i e r
which provided dai ly chores for  one o f  the  pupils  in my ab-
sence .  I t  had  been allo t ed  to one who in t ime chose  a r e l i -
g ious  ded i ca t i on ,  Fa the r  Har tke ,  But  my cho ice  at the t ime  was
mildly con tes ted  by  a number of o the r  boys in the  neighborhood.
Th i s  problem I so lved  by  hav ing  a l l  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  the  cho re .

The f i r s t  day o f  October was  ushered  i n  by the  wea the r -
man wi th  an overcas t  sky .  Shor t ly  be fo re  the ceremony a t  the
loca l  chu rch ,  two b locks  d i s t an t  from the  homes t ead ,  a s to rm
arose ,  b r ing ing  b l ack  c louds  and to r r en t s  o f  rain t ha t  sud -
den ly  and  speed i ly  d i s appea red ,  a l lowing  the wedding pa r ty ,
r e l a t i ve s  and  f r i ends  t o  p roceed  to the chu rch .

One need  no t  r e l a t e  t ha t  the  sma l l  church was  f i l l ed  to
capac i ty :  Mar i e ’ s  immed ia t e  f ami ly  o f  t en ,  f i ve  s i s t e r s  and
s ix  b ro the r s ,  three  of wh ich  were mar r i ed  w i th  growing f ami -
l i e s ;  my o lde r  s i s t e r  w i th  a young f ami ly ;  another  s i s t e r  Z i t a
the  b r ide ’ s  ma id ;  my f ive  b ro the r s ;  dozens  o f  cous in s  and
f r i ends ;  and many pa r i shone r s  had  crowded the sma l l  frame church
church ,  a l lowing  standing room on ly .

Her f a the r ,  Mr. Nordenbrock,  t a l l ,  s t a t e ly ,  and p roud ,
e sco r t ed  her  down the a i s l e ,  and upon presen t ing  her  to me a
t iny teardrop slowly disappeared down h i s  cheek .  I t  was an
auspicious ye t  momentous occasion for  the v i l l age ;  a solemn
wedding ceremony o f  t h ree  p r i e s t s ,  the  l ikeness  of  wh ich  had
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neve r  been experienced In  t h i s  rural community.  The usua l  and
impor tan t  vows o f  l oya l ty  and f ide l i ty  were spoken and p ledged
wi th  the r i tua l  of  a ring so l emni ty .  The solemn mass followed
immedia te ly ,  c lo sed  wi th  t he  p r i e s t ly  bless ing over  the couple
and to a l l ,  attending the  mass .

A t  the end of this crowning ceremony, to eve ryone ' s  su r -
p r i s e ,  t he  sun was l az i l y  peeking through the clouds and no
ra in .  The wedding pa r ty  was taken by  au to  to Mar i e ' s  home.
Other s ,  mainly children and teenagers preferred to s t ro l l  ( l e i -
su re ly ,  chatt ing wi th  cousins and friends whom they had no t
seen for  weeks .  The pa r i shone r s ,  mos t ly  young f r i ends ,  de-
pa r t ed  as they came in parades  i n  automobiles,  car r iages  and
hor se s .  There was much h i l a r i t y ,  blowing of  ho rns ,  smacking o f
wh ips ,  and c la t t e r ing  o f  hoo f s ,  thereby c rea t ing  a b i t  o f  con-
sternat ion among the saunter ing  teenagers ,  causing them to edge
nearer  and  nearer  to the  g rass -covered  sloping roadside to duck
the du l l  colored splashes  from pa r t l y  f i l led ru t s .

Without  any surprising lack  of urgency a l l  assembled in
a short  t ime a t  the house and the spacious yard .  The honored
and  inv i t ed  p r i e s t s  were  brought  immedia te ly  by t he  second
automobile and within a few minu te s  the wedding pa r ty ,  d i s t i n -
guished gues t s ,  and parents  were  s ea t ed  about  t he  huge e lon-
ga t ed  t ab le  wh i l e  a t oas t  o f  a dozen l i ne s  was  rendered by
Mar i e ' s  young s i s t e r ,  Es the r .  According to her version some
years  l a t e r  she had  been thoroughly t ra ined for  weeks  in memo-
r i z ing  and  rec i t ing  these  l i ne s  by the good  s i s t e r s  o f  the
par ish  .

During the  hour  o r  more o f  sumptous f ea s t i ng ,  i n t e r -
spersed  w i th  warm and a f f ec t i ona t e  conversat ion,  punctured i n -
termit tent ly  with a pun o r  s to ry  by Fa the r  Wi l l ,  new and  darker
c louds  o f  an  approaching storm appea red .  The ra in  came down
in  torrents  bu t  in sp i t e  of  the downpour we  were compelled to
meet the  t rain schedule a t  Ooldwater .

With the  bless ings  of  the  paren ts  and the often repeated
comments o f  Unc le  Wi l l ,  " I  have t ied  a t igh t  knot and i t  can
never be  broken, now sa i l  away on  the magic carpet into t he  wide
blue  younder . "  We s ta r ted  fo r  the s ta t ion  a t  Coldwater about
15 mi les  t o  t he  Nor th .

L i t t l e  did we r ea l i ze  tha t  a possible ca tas t rophic ,  em-
ba r ra s s ing  s i tua t ion  was  in the o f f i ng .  I t  ma te r i a l i zed  i n  a t en
mile run in t he  downpour w i th  the Apperson automobile,  in-
credib ly ,  i t  died a sudden dea th ,  and wi th  a l l  the  wheedling
o f  words and wielding o f  too ls  i t  was  dead beyond immediate
revival  .

Af te r  an eterni ty  o f  l apsed  time another  car appeared
carrying Dr .  Charles Sul l ivan ,  the  loca l  young M.D. ,  who had
recen t ly  a r r ived  to  p rac t i ce  medicine i n  the  community.  He
truly  was  the angel  and s incere  f r iend for  l i f e .  He ,  rea l iz ing
our  d i f f i cu l ty  i n  a t tempting to ca tch  the train i n  Coldwater
wi th  on ly  a few minu te s  ava i l ab l e ,  t r ans fe r r ed  the baggage and
occupants to his  ca r .  P ray ing ,  and wi th  a few minutes  of  bor-
rowed time we had  hopes to make the scheduled t r a in  t ime.  But
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a l l  was  in vain ,  the t r a in  was pulling away as we approached
and on  i t s  way to Celina ten mi l e s  distant . Unimpressed by
this  almost insurmountable predicament the young M.D. ex-
claimed: "We wi l l  go to Celina and catch i t . "  The ’Po t  of
Gold,  1 a t  the end  of  the rainbow ma te r i a l i zed  for  u s  for  only
by  seconds we boarded the train j u s t  as the sun s l an t ed  i t s
rays  through the  disappearing shower .  A t  las t  we were  sa i l ing
truly on the magic carpet into the  b r igh t  sunlit sky .

I t  wasn ’ t  un t i l  we were comfortably sea ted  and able to
cap ture  our second b rea th  tha t  we rea l i zed  th i s  hec t i c ,  l a s t
minute  episode.  I t  was  a blessing in d isguise  and avoided more
than a few embarrasments s ince  the boa t  had  a two-day sai l ing
schedu le ,  leaving Cleveland in  ea r ly  evening and  a r r iv ing  in
Buffalo  the next morning.  How for tuna te  t ha t  the f i r s t  leg o f
th i s  lovely  honeymoon t r ip  was in no way  marred .  We an t i c i -
pa t ed  t ha t  a l l  fu ture  even t s  would fa l l  i n to  thei r  proper s lo t s ,
like t he  par t s  o f  a j i g - saw  puzz l e .

The t r a in  trip of  four hours provided us  w i th  much day -
dreaming,  some ac t iv i ty  and much t a lk ,  most ly  chi t -chat  and
t i t t l e - t a t t l e  about the experiences of  the morning and o f  the
ensuing boa t  t r i p .  Our ch i t - cha t  was  more than smal l  talk a t
t imes .  She ,  22 years, and I ,  23 ,  were  aware o f  g r ea t e r  respon-
sibi l i ty to each other  and po ten t i a l l y  to a growing family
which we anticipated and des i red .  Jokingly, but wi th  gravi ty
and s incer i ty ,  each sa id  to the o the r ,  " I f  by chance we need to
a rgue ,  l e t  u s  argue about  how each o f  us can outdo the o the r  in
love ,  and how we can promote more f reedom,  hope ,  and desi re  for
each o the r . "  Perhaps i t  was an  inspi ra t ion  when I s a id ,  "We are
s t i l l  young and have the world before  u s  for g rea te r  ca ree rs .
We, in time, can acquire college deg rees . "  Her r ep ly ,  "Nothing
could be  more exciting. I in t imated th is  in my l e t t e r  to you
a t  Camp Sherman in October  when you were awarded the promo-
t ion . "

Wi th  respect  to our discussion of  t he  overnight boa t  t r ip ,
t r i p ,  I vouched tha t  i f  t he  lake would be  bumpy i t  would be
miserable fo r  me, fo r  I always had diff icul ty  r id ing  whirling
gadge t s  a t  amusement pa rks .  She  brushed a l l  these  d i shea r t en -
ing u t t e r ances  a s ide  and  sa id ,  "Th i s  i s  my f i r s t  t r ip  on  a
boa t ,  i t  being my honeymoon, one w i th  a man l ike you whom I
dea r ly  l ove ,  i t  w i l l  be  the l ove l i e s t  trip o f  my l i f e . "

With much o f  the kind of  cha t t e r  l i t t l e  d id  we rea l i ze
the awareness  of  pass ing  t ime .  The afternoon br igh tness  g rad -
ua l ly  faded in to  a hazy  background of  passing l andscape .  Ro l l -
ing h i l l s  on  the  r i gh t  and  f l a t  d i sappear ing  p l a in s  on  t he  l e f t
w i th  l a rge  homes near t he  edge  o f  the  lake  s i l l oue t t ed  the
lengthened shadows. This  western suburb of Cleveland o f  wea l -
thy homes surrounded by trees of multicolored waves  of r eds ,
browns, yel lows,  orange and go ld  provided everchanging gorgeous
scenery w i th  every click of the car  whee l .  In a few minutes
we  noted the f a s t  approaching train was  passing through house-
l ined s t r ee t s ,  thus  drawing nearer and nearer  to the inner
c i t y .  Within seconds the cars passed through myriads o f  short
and long tunnels while the  fading daylight cast  shadows in the
dimly l i gh t ed  car ,  per iodical ly .  Unexpectedly,  t he  train came
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to a s luggish  jog and wi th  a sudden jo l t  came to a shaking
ha l t ,  near ly  throwing us  ou t  of ou r  s ea t s .

The two sui tcases  wh ich  I car r ied  when leaving the  Coach
increased  in  weight correspondingly wi th  each measured s t ep
from the coach to Grand Cen t r a l .  Luck i ly ,  we  had no d i f f icul ty
in locating a taxi-cab a t  the s ta t ion  (dozens  were  for  h i r e ) ,
and wi th in  a ha l f  -hour we and our l im i t ed  baggage were t r ans -
po r t ed  w i th in  a s t one ' s  throw of the l a rge  lake  s t eamer ,  now
t i ed  up a t  the wha r f .

There was  much commot ion  and  f eve r i sh  exc i tement  a l l
abou t ,  c a rgoes  o f  va r ious  t ypes ,  shapes ,  and we igh t s  which
were  shoved o r  ro l l ed  i n to  the ship by a mo t l ey ,  rough look ing ,
tough  cus tomer  c rew.  The ' r ous t - a -bou t s ,  ’ had an ou tward  ap -
pea rance  of  the same hue from thei r  shoes  to the top o f  the i r
heads .  Iheir coffee co lored  ches t s ,  necks ,  and faces  matched
the i r  dus t  covered dark  brown c lo thes .  Those  w i th  shoes ,  san-
da l s ,  o r  ba re  f ee t ,  appearing to be  shod a l i ke ,  were care fu l ly
loading the ho ld  wi th  boxes ,  ba l e s ,  ba r r e l l s ,  ag r i cu l tu r a l  im-
p l emen t s ,  brooms,  baby -ca r r i ages ,  bags  and ,  a s  one  passenger
remarked,  "Heaven on ly  knows wha t  t hey ' l l  r o l l  on nex t , ”

The gangplank was a l ready  in p l ace  to welcome the pas -
sengers  who were  to take the  night  j aun t .  When entering the
f i r s t  deck a l l  gues t s  were  ass igned  and ushered  to the i r  r e -
spec t ive  s t a t e rooms .  The accomodat ions ,  according to Mar i e ’ s
ve r s ion ,  was  truly a superb hote l  on wa te r .  The s t a t e room,
though sma l l ,  had su i t ab l e  appurtenances including a three-
quarter  wide bed .

With  fog horn b lowing ,  be l l s  clanking and much shou t ing ,
the s teamer began i t s  journey right on the hour of  eight  o ’ -
c lock .  We were l e s s  than comfortably s e t t l ed  i n  our room when
the sh ip ’ s  gong announced wi th  resounding tone t ha t  dinner was
being served in  the d in ingroom;  a g l a s s - enc losu re  on t he  second
deck overlooking the wide  span o f  wa te r .  We took a few turns
around the  upper deck ,  known a s  the promenade deck ,  and found
the October  cr isp and pure air  had  produced an appet i te  f i t  for
the occas ion .  I t  was a sumptuous mea l ,  cons is t ing  o f  s ix
courses  o f  va r ious  kinds o f  f i sh  and prepared w i th  cu l inary
a r t .  This was our f i r s t  communicable meal and a lone .  Tru ly ,
w i thou t  ques t i on ,  we a s su red  each o ther  our l i f e  would be one  of
mer r imen t ,  i n t imacy ,  inner  warmth ,  hope ,  l i gh t ,  and  g race .

The  pass ing  of  t ime  for  u s  was  non-ex i s t ing ,  bu t  to the
wor ld  the  sky had so f t ened  down to dul l -p inkish  tones  and  the
s t a r s  began to appear. The moon rose  ea r ly  tha t  evening and
sp read  i t s  l i gh t  ove r  t he  lake t ha t  so f t ened  the red  and  g reen
l igh t s  on  the  shore  some d i s t ance  away,  as  we  ended the mea l .
Though l a t e ,  the men were  s t i l l  lowering delayed cases and
boxes from the  deck to t he  open ha t ch .  We watched in s i l ence
un t i l  a ma te  directed u s  to the deck above since the  ship would
be on i t s  way sho r t l y .

The s teamer hugged the  half-mile  d i s t an t  shore l ine  i n  t he
f i r s t  hou r ,  thereby providing the passengers  w i th  many unusual
landscapes ,  bird ca l l s ,  and far-off mus ica l  s t r a in s .  Even as
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darkness approached we spied many out-of- the-way homes along
the sho re ,  nes t led  among t a l l  cedars, throwing their s i lhou-
e t t e s  against  the d i s t an t  hor izon,  A heavy bel l  was  ringing in
some mones ta ry  a s  i t s  dul l  booming came and wen t  w i th  t he
b reeze .  Other church be l l s  w i th  the i r  qu i e t  t ones ,  l ike  a song
directed our a t tent ion to other adjacent bui ldings whose dim
l igh t  f a in t ly  radiated i l lus ive  images through the stained-
g l a s s  windows that  produced the soft s t i l lness  of  the oncoming
n igh t .  Occasionally t he  lonely wail o f  a train whis t l e  could
be  heard,  deep in the d i s t an t  fo r e s t .  As  we  approached near
Erie a d i s t an t  town clock boomed out  the hour o f  t en .

In time the evening tapered off  and waves began to rol l ,
and tore a t  the  r a i l i ngs ,  whipping spray across the bow.  We
grabbed the ra i l ing  on the bridge to keep our posi t ion for  the
seawaves increased in s i ze  and in no t ime the bucking and lur-
ching ship had  d i f f icul ty  i n  staying on course wi th  tons  o f
water  crashing in to  i t s  po r t  bow.  We were  to ld  t h i s  was  no t  an
uncommon journey on  the lake bu t  i t  was  o f  sufficient s eve r i t y
to encourage a l l  to find the i r  s ta te room for  a welcome r e sp i t e ,
o r  r ea l ly  was i t  a s  the s to rm increased.

For  u s ,  a new day had dawned the next morning and wi th  a
l imi t ed  amount  of  daylight entering the por tho le ,  i t  i s  under-
standable t ha t  we had no perception o f  t ime .  There appeared
to  be  much excitement a l l  about and around the  sh ip  and the
p i e r .  With unusual  has te  i n  preparing for  the day, which  for
us  would be  one  o f  the be s t  ye t  to come, we  scampered to the
outer  deck and wi th  a qu ick  look-around no ted  the hurry and
bus t l e  o f  the crew as t he  steamer was  being t ied  f irmly to the
whar f .  TO us  this meant Buffalo, the end o f  our f i r s t  sa i l ing
excursion .

Buffalo was  a thriving,  prosperous po r t ,  warehouses were
everywhere along the docks .  The many incoming and outgoing
boa t s ,  large and small l ined the harbor ,  greeting the c i ty  w i th
screaming steam si rens ,  wh i s t l e s  and be l l s .

The reception a t  the Jank ' s  home was truly a homecoming
experience, a warm grasp of  friendship welcomed me and the
b r ide  wi th  a motherly warmhear ted  k iss  by Mrs .  Jank. She and
the g i r l s ,  Ha t t i e  and Helen,  prepared  a welcome tha t  was  to
un i t e  o ld  f r i ends .  Yes ,  more  than cheer fu lness ,  for i t  was  a
hosp i t a l i ty  tha t  had  been unreservedly expressed by the entire
family.  Mutual g ree t ings  were  the order o f  the day ,  i n t e r -
spersed  w i th  song ,  dancing,  and recounting fr iendly family ex-
capades of  mine the pas t  Thanksgiving and Chr i s tmas .  Rather
than  concentrate  on  a mid-day meal af ter  a hearty b reak fas t ,
t he re  was  snacking from the ki tchen sideboard un t i l  the ear ly
evening mea l .  The evening entertainment was devoted to many
contesting f ea t s  o f  checkers ,  enumerable chance movements  on a
gameboard,  and a card game o f  ' hea r t s , '  to a very l a t e  hou r .
However, we discovered we were  not  only among dear f r iends bu t
tha t  Buffalo was  a good p l ace  to spend the f i r s t  week of  our
honeymoon s ince  I had remembered many famil iar  s treet  and
bu i ld ings .

The th ree  g i r l s  and I made a one-day min i -v i s i t  in and
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around the la rge  civic center and armory. Simultaneously,  I
r e l a t ed  many of  the p l easan t  even t s  I experienced a year ago:
encounters w i th  so ld i e r s ;  civic mee t ings  and dances i n  the  dec-
o ra t ed  armory;  Thanksgiving and Chr i s tmas  a t  t he i r  home;  t he
so l id  tious catering of the Red Cross  in providing doughnuts
and coffee, ( t he  Red Cross  hu t  was  sti l l  in operation for  the
soldier boys ) .  I did no t  omit telling about the del ightful
mus i ca l s ,  Vaudevi l le  and s tageplays  in the adjacent p layhouses .
With  no additional encouragement from me and certainly no re -
fu sa l ,  by then ,  three hours  o f  comic thea t r i ca l  numbers o f  dia-
logue ,  pantomime, , songs,  dancing and acrobatic performances
were enjoyed by us  in one of the time-honored prototypes .

Another day was pleasantly was t ed  i n  the  smar t  shopping
downtown a rea ,  by viewing richly decorated s to r e  windows o f  men
and women’s  specialty shops o f  d res ses ,  fur coa t s  and jewelry .
While  rambling and browsing through the crowded s t r ee t s  we  d i s -
covered a reputab le  photographic s tud io .  I t s  exhibits en-
couraged us to make an appointment for  the following day ,  the
re su l t  of  wh ich  was the completion of  a desirable wedding p i c -
ture o f  a youthful ,  ene rge t i c ,  and love ly  likeness o f  each .

How could one quest ion to see the s igh t s  o f  Niagara  Fa l l s ,
the honeymoon lovenest  o f  thousands of couples for more  than a
century? Therefore a day la te r  we a t t empted  the desirable
t r i p ,  experiencing an event  tha t  was  more than viewing tons of
wa te r ,  roaring haphazardly over  a huge  rocky prec ip ice  into the
deep canyon be low.  The mos t  exc i t i ng ,  ye t ,  venturesome affair
was  the wa lk  under the min ia tu re ,  'Maiden Fa l l s , '  approximately
f i f t y  fee t  wide which had  been created by the disintegrat ion
o f  a small por t ion of the enormous rocky overhang in years
gone -by .

Clad i n  o i l y ,  water-repellant rubber su i t  and hood,  we
were directed by a guide  to approach the  area under the minia-
ture fa l ls  by descending a hundred o r  more f ee t  to a ledge be -
low.  Truly i t  was a magnificent shower a s  the water  cascaded
over our heads in to  the abyss below.

Equally fascinat ing was the boat trip, 'Ma id  of the
Mis t , '  in the gorge which carried u s  within a calculated d i s -
tance near the onrushing , tumbling wate r s  through the va r i e -
ga ted  colored  mi s t ,  pa r t i a l l y  obscuring the huge rocks a t  the
base  o f  the f a l l s .  This  was a scene  o f  great  beauty for the
waters  ref lec ted no t  one o r  two bu t  three perfec t  bands  of
rainbow co lo r s .  However,  one should not  discount the boa t r ide ,
a one-mile  j aun t ,  down and up ,  the gorge which provided a view
of  an abysmal canyon of  two weathered ,  rock-l ined wa l l s  tha t
had  been cut and gauged over  many cen tu r i e s .

The end  o f  the f i r s t  week came far too quickly in our
round of  var ied ac t i v i t i e s ,  ending the  week wi th  a tour through
the Pierce Arrow works ,  and a complete day ' s  v i s i t  with the
Tank family.

The honeymoon leave- taking was  a d i f f icu l t  one ,  for we
had experienced the warmth of  a hospitable family of g r ea t
s impl ic i ty ,  accessible personal i ty ,  and one  t o t a l l y  iden t i f i ed
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wi th  an everyday routine of needful  pursui ts .  As a ma t t e r  o f
f ac t  a promise of  Hattie and Helen to v i s i t  Ohio the next sum-
mer w i th  their  pa ren t s ,  i f  pos s ib l e ,  was  jus t  the refreshing
element to c r ea t e  a sunny atmosphere and dry the unashamed tears
tha t  appeared a l l  a round.

Leaving Sunday by  train we traveled to Notre  Dame to
v i s i t  Uncle Wi l l ,  Father Lenna r t z ,  whom we promised to v i s i t
during the two -week vaca t ion .  For tunate ly ,  he had been t rans-
ferred from the Holy Cross Seminary in Washington to the Junior
Seminary a t  Notre  Dame a s  Headmaster in September.

We, viewing this school for the f i rs t  t ime, beholding the
go ld - l ea f  -covered chapel dome and the bui ld ings  surrounding
the famous Notre Dame Quadrangle,  observed a p ic ture  of excep-
t ional  symmetry .  This co l lege ,  though small  in s tudent  body,
was  known far and wide  for i t s  l akes ,  buildings, caucus, foot-
ba l l ,  and excellent scholarship.

Indeed, unlike the experiences of  the previous week
among the simple and wholesome folks in Buffalo,  we were com-
pe l l ed  to adjust  i n s t an t ly  to d iverse  c i rcumstances ,  a t a sk
no t  too d i f f i cu l t ,  s ince we had  experienced many ad jus tmen t s
the pas t  yea r .  However,  in our la ter  educational pursui ts  we
were subjected to a greater  degree of  change in  fulfilling an
ins tan t  decision-complex which we  carr ied ou t  succes s fu l ly .
This g r ea t l y  influenced our  fu tu re  course of  l i f e .

Of note was  the inv i ta t ion  to v i s i t  and dine with the
Pres iden t ,  his a s s i s t an t ,  and Fa ther  Wi l l ,  which provided a
mos t  ins t ruc t ive  and de l igh t fu l  evening .

Simul taneously ,  these few days gave u s  the opportunity
to v i s i t  friends of my uncle :  Fa ther  Ward,  the nove l i s t ;
Fa ther  Cunningham, a c lassmate who concelebrated a t  the F i r s t
Mass  of Unc le  Wi l l ;  and the Reg i s t r a r .  The l a t t e r ,  when learn-
ing of fferie's correspondence the year p rev ious ,  was eager  to
comment on  var ious  courses of s t udy .  The influence of these
persons no doubt had a bearing on our fu tu re  pursuit in aca-
demic work. I t  could hardly be  expected tha t  much in t e r e s t  on
immediate academic participation could be  considered tha t  even-
ing for our immediate ac t iv i ty  would be the duties  of a newly
es tabl ished married couple and my combined dut ies  of  a parish
teacher and o rgan i s t .  We approached these anticipated obliga-
tions wi th  confidence, courage and enjoyment within the next
few days ,  arriving at  Carthagena on October 15 th .
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CHAPTER IX

THE CONCLUDING CHAPTER , 1920-1965

It i s  appropriate to review at this turning point in
time, the progress of these forebearers who had produced conve-
niences and comforts.

There are few or none living today who can remember when
there was no transportation by steam. Lines of railway cars
could be seen in almost every square mile of civilization in
1920, while today all are disappearing rapidly. A century ago
electric communication was not an idea in the mind of man.
Now there are millions of electric wires, and they too, are be-
ing replaced by wireless communication to the furtherest parts
of the earth. The telephone was a toy and seldom found in
rural areas before 1910. Now, its use is universal and it
seems as if it has always been in existence.

It required a month or more for our ancestors to cross
the ocean, now one spans it in a few hours by airplane. A cen-
tury ago most of our ancestors had to work at spinning and
weaving cotton and wool to keep themselves and the rest of
their neighbors in clothing. In contrast, steam spindles and
electric looms have so improved in effectiveness that good
clothing is no longer a luxury. Lamps of any kind were almost
unknown until the turn of the century, for log cabins were usu-
ally lighted with tallow candles and bee’s wax, though our an-
cestors, fifty years earlier, burned a wick in a little vessel
containing grease, tallow, or wax.

We of the 20th Century when carefully considering and
reflecting on today's conveniences, note, that the comforts,
luxuries, indeed, the necessities we enjoy today had been dis-
covered or invented after 1920. We wonder how our ancestors
managed to exist without a few of the wonders which we consider
essentials today.

The twenty odd years between 1900 and 1920 were a period
of slow growth and change but which accelerated greatly after
World War I. The electric self-starter and headlights on auto-
mobiles became indispensable while trucks and rubber-shod trac-
tors followed subsequently.

As there were no enclosed cars, grandmother wore a linen
duster and broad-brimmed straw hat, tied with a huge veil with
bows under the chin, and father - a cap and coveralls.

Grandfather used a straight -edged razor which he sharp-
ened on a leather strap and by 1905 men’s beards went out but
the mustache remained for another ten years. The family sang
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around the  o rgan  o r  p iano  in  t he  pa r lo r .  By 1905 ,  the  morning-
g lo ry  horn  and cy l ind r i ca l  record Edison phonograph became a
r ea l i t y  wh i l e  t he  nickelodeon,  admission 5£ , b l a s t ed  i t s  we l -
come mus ic  down the  main  s t ree t  o f  t he  v i l l age .

For  years  t hese  i t ems  had  been peace fu l ly  residing in
some junk  o r  second-hand  s to re ,  known a s  wh i t e  e l ephan t s  t ha t
had  been  dumped a t  housec l ean ing  t ime  to make way for the  newer
fu rn i tu r e  and  labor-saving  app l i ances .  These a r e  the  co l l ec -
to r ' s  i t ems  o f  today .

Thousands o f  men and women dese rve  ment ion  who have  con-
t r i bu t ed  p rominen t ly  to l i t e r a tu re ,  s t a t e smansh ip ,  s c i ence ,
and o the r  f i e ld s  o f  e f fo r t  and  endeavor ,  no t  omi t t i ng  i nven -
to r s ,  poe t s ,  o r a to r s ,  pa in t e r s ,  mus i ca l  composers ,  phys i c i ans
and  phys i c i s t s .  May we  no t  an t i c ipa t e  and p red i c t  t ha t  t he  de -
scendan t s  o f  t h i s  gene ra t i on ,  ( t he  leaves o f  the ances t r a l
t ree) ,  w i l l  ach ieve  and con t r i bu t e  to the p rospe r i ty  o f  mankind
in the 21s t  Century?

In the pas :  eight chapters  I have a t t emp ted  to g ive  i n -
s igh t s  i n to  the t hough t s ,  con t r i bu t ions ,  s ac r i f i ce s ,  and f ru i t s
of  t he  ac t i v i t i e s  o f  many ded ica t ed  people o f  the 19 th  and the
f i r s t  qua r t e r  o f  the 20 th  Cen tu ry .  These people had  the w i l l
and  the  de t e rmina t ion  to shape tae pa t t e rn  o f  t he i r  environment
and to tame the  wi ld  l and .  Perhaps t he se  ances to r s  were  not
in t e l l ec tua l s  i f  one  cons iders  i n t e l l i gence  a s  a va s t  s t o re -
house  o f  f ac t s  . But  thei r  accomplishments  had  demons t ra ted
leadersh ip ,  unusua l  ab i l i t i e s ,  and  a ded ica t ion  to change ,
thereby improving the  env i ronmen t  o f  the t imes .  By the i r  s e l f -
sacr i f ic ing devo t ion  they bes towed  t ang ib l e  and permanent
va lues  on  t he i r  immedia t e  descendan t s  and the i r  20 th  Century
o f f sp r ings  .
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1920-1929  INTERVAL

The f i r s t  year a t  Car thagena  t 1920-1921 ,  was  one of  g r ea t
happines for  u s  due to t he  soc i ab i l i t y  o f  t he  pa r i shone r s  which
cou ld  no t  be  matched by any g roup .

Mar i e  de f t l y  wove, unconsc ious ly ,  a pa t t e rn  of homespun
qua l i t i e s  o f  opennes s ,  understanding, and se l f l e s snes s  among
the mothe r s  wh i l e  the younger women focused  the i r  a t t en t ion  on
her  a t t i r e ,  g r ac iousnes s ,  a f f ec t i on ,  and p l ea s ing  pe r sona l i t y .
On the o the r  hand ,  I had  l i t t l e  d i f f icu l ty  i n  s a t i s fy ing  the
pa ren t s  whose  ch i ld ren  were  my f i r s t  conce rn .

By applying,  e f f ec t i ve ly ,  t he  teaching sk i l l s  i n  r ead ing ,
wr i t i ng ,  and ar i thmetic  i n  the  lower g rades ,  and a s imilar
prof ic iency  in t he  upper ,  I thereby  e l imina t ed  many d i sc ip l i -
nary  problejns,  which assured  pa ren t s  the  school  was  meet ing
the i r  wan t s .  An a r t  course  o f  simple d imensions:  l e t t e r i ng
p la t e ,  penci l  ske t ch ing ,  pe r spec t ive  d rawing ,  and the u se  o f
wa '  r co lors  was t he  r egu la r  F r iday  a f te rnoon  rou t ine .  I em-
phas i zed  mus i c  and singing to the  ex t en t  of  developing school
programs  fo r  Thanksgiving and Chr i s tma:  ijn L r calniu*- ■ t s  which
c rea t ed  g rea t  community sp i r i t  w i th  a spi l lover  into adjoining
pa r i shes .  These f e s t i ve  programs were  community af fa i rs  w i th
young and o ld  pa r t i c ipa t i ng  in t he  ove ra l l  decora t ion  o f  the
schoo l room,  cons t ruc t ion  o f  a s t age ,  moving of the p i ano ,  and
completion of many o the r  de t a i l s .  TWo to three  evenings were
devo ted  to t he se  r end i t i ons  by s choo l  pupils  and teenagers  who
by the i r  par t ic ipa t ion ,  assured the at tendance o f  ru r a l  f ami l i e s
from many mi l e s  a round ,  f i l l i ng  the  schoo l room to capac i ty  each
n igh t  .

Var ious  approaches were  pos s ib l e  i n  c rea t ing  goodwi l l ,
bu t  t he  bes t  chance of  succes s  was  an unders tanding  of  the ex-
i s t i ng  cu l tu r e  o f  the peop le .  We had  been born and reared  i n
th i s  env i ronmen t ,  and wi th  a deg ree  o f  ref inement,  we applied
i t  a cco rd ing ly .

We were t he  rec ip ien t s  o f  many personal  favors  and  g i f t s
of  ru ra l  hosp i t a l i t y :  f r e sh ly  baked  good ie s ;  pork and bee f
p roduc t s  a t  butchering t ime ;  personal  se rv ices  o f  many k inds ;
and ,  family home en t e r t a inmen t s  o f  winter  s l e igh  r ides  and lo -
ca l  dances .  Since  there  was no r e s iden t  par i sh  p r i e s t ,  (Fa the r
Boniface Russ ,  r e t i r ed  provinc ia l  of the nearby seminary ,  p ro -
vided the daily re l ig ious  serv ices  a t  the  chu rch ) ,  these  peop le
of i nna t e  gene ros i ty  were inc l ined  to g ive  of t he i r  abundance
and  kindness to the  second p re s t i g ious  individual  o f  the  pa r -
i sh ,  t he  t eache r .  Being af fec ted  by their  extreme kindness
and goodwil l ,  da i l y ,  we experienced one  of t he  mos t  joyous ,
con ten ted ,  and cheerful  year of our  l i f e .

This s t y l e  o f  an a l l -yea r  honeymoon which continued in
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the second and th i rd  year teaching stint a t  Ca r thagena ,  was
t ru ly  conducive to a fu tu re  happy married l i f e .

What ha s  been wr i t t en ,  though b r i e f ,  goes  a long way  to -
ward  providing much o f  ou r  community pa r t i c ipa t i on  in these
yea r s .  Because o f  ou r  focus  on  pa r i sh  involvement  the f i r s t
year  one migh t  consider t ha t  our nup t i a l  and domes t i c  t r an -
qu i l i t y  of  mar r i ed  l i f e  had  been sac r i f i ced .  On the  con t r a ry ,
s t r ange  bu t  t r ue ,  the  preoccupa t ion  and shared r e spons ib i l i -
t i e s  of  t he se  community p ro j ec t s  and ac t i v i t i e s  b rought  a t o -
ge the rnes s  of  g r ea t e r  r e spec t  for  each o the r .

The f i r s t  year of  teaching came to an end near  the c lo se
o f  May wi th  th ree  mon ths  of vaca t ion  to the beginning of Sep-
t ember .  The pa r i sh  had  no t  been r emis s  i n  provid ing  a sma l l
ga rden  p lo t  ad jacent  to the r en t - f r ee  t eache r ’ s  house ,  t he re -
by  enabl ing  u s  to p l an t  an ea r ly  spring vege tab le  ga rden  for
the  summer and win t e r .

Mar i e ’  s ga rden  experiences had  been  ex t ens ive  under  t he
tu t e l age  o f  her  mo the r  fo r  i n  her  home:  g reen  beans ,  peas ,  t o -
ma toes ,  e t c . ,  had been  measured  in  bushe l s  by he r  mother  to
supply the  needs  of  a growing f ami ly ,  summer and  win t e r .  Hun-
dreds of  g l a s s  j a r s  f i l l ed  w i th  f r e sh  vege t ab l e s  had  been sub-
j ec t ed  to a s t eam p roces s ,  ( t he  idea  o f  frozen foods  had no t
been bo rn ) ,  and arranged on yards  and  yards of  she lv ing  in the
cool  ce l l a r .  Na tu ra l l y ,  she  did t he  same on a ve ry  l imi ted
sca le  .

Amidst  these  garden tasks  I pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  baseba l l  t ha t
summer a s  a member of t he  ‘Ce l ina  Red Caps ’  w i th  a h igh  de-
g ree  of  success and had a success fu l  baske tba l l  program the
fo l lowing win t e r  s ea son .  There was  a de l igh t fu l  and p l ea san t
week’ s  v i s i t  of  Ha t t i e  and  Helen  Jank of  Buf fa lo .  Th i s  oc -
cas ion  b rough t  a t r ip  to Cincinnat i  aboard a r iverboat  down the
Ohio River  to Coney I s l and .  An advanced l e t t e r  had been ma i l ed
to t he  cous ins  i n  C inc inna t i  to mee t  t hem,  i f  pos s ib l e  a t  t h i s
fun - r e so r t .  Th i s  f ac t  was  ou r  idea  to r e so lve  the  p rovoca t ive
conf ron ta t i on  wh ich  had taken p l ace  two years  be fo re .  No shade
of doubt  remained  in  ou r  minds t ha t  g igan t i c  s t r i de s  had been
made in  renewing pas t  amicab le  r e l a t i ons  w i th  the  mo the r .

The in t roduc t ion  o f  cu l tu r a l  i nnova t ions  o f  a r t ,  mus ic
and s imp le  d rama t i c s  in t he  f i r s t  yea r  had  sparked the  ambi-
t i ons  o f  many pup i l s .  S imul taneous ly ,  i t  c r ea t ed  a des i r e  o f
pa ren t s  i n  having  thei r  ch i ld ren  lea rn  t he  rud iments  o f  mus i c
and p iano  p l ay ing .  A ha l f -dozen  o r  more  pa ren t s  expressed t he
wi sh  o f  a mus i ca l  i n s t rumen t ,  a p i ano ,  i n  the  home.  Therefore,
to mee t  the needs o f  t hese  f ami l i e s  I con tac ted  Mr .  Bernard ,
Manager o f  the  Co ldwa te r  Ba ldwin  Agency .  His  e f fo r t s  r e su l t ed
in  p l ac ing  seven ‘E l l i ng ton ’  p i anos  ( second  to t he  Baldwin
Grand)  t ha t  summer .  I ron i ca l l y ,  to ou r  su rp r i s e ,  my a s s i s t -
ance i n  th i s  endeavor ne t t ed  a monetary  re tu rn  f a r  in excess
o f  my yea r ’ s  teaching sa l a ry .  This  add i t i ona l  income,  sub-
s t an t i a l l y  inc reased  ou r  s av ings  accoun t .

The a roused  in t e r e s t  i n  music  created a l a rge  c l a s s
of  s tudents  i n  Diano the second year  who were eager  to learn
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t he  rud iments  and technique o f  p i ano  p l ay ing .  Mar ie  in a s s i s t -
ing me r ece ived  the  bene f i t  o f  shar ing  her  e l emen ta ry  mus ica l
knowledge wi th  ch i ldren  which  p l an t ed  the  germ o f  an en l a rged
po ten t i a l  mus i ca l  background for  he r .  Even tua l ly ,  she  r ece ived  a
Bache lor  of  Music at  the  Ca tho l i c  Un ive r s i t y  in 1927 ,  two mus i -
ca l  s cho la r sh ips  i n  Europe ,  Pa r i s  and Le ipz ig ,  and a Masters
in  Mus ic  Educa t ion  from the  Cinc inna t i  Conserva tory  of  Mus ic
in  1964 .

Wi th  r e spec t  to our me thods  in t each ing ,  bo th  of  us be-
l ieved  the  mos t  e f f ec t i ve  way in  imparting knowledge was  based
on  f r i endsh ip  and s tuden t  conf idence ,  I was fo r tuna t e  in hav -
ing had training in p rog re s s ive  t each ing  methods  a t  Miami Un i -
ve r s i t y  i n  1915 ,  wh i l e  many teachers  in ru ra l  a r ea s  had had  no
oppor tun i ty  o f  pedagog ica l  t r a in ing  p rev ious  to t he  new educa -
t iona l  l eg i s l a t i on  i n  Ohio of 1914 .  Whether  or  no t ,  i f ,  i ndeed ,
g rea t e r  eva lua t ion  on  the  new p rog re s s ive  methods a t  t ha t  t ime
ough t  to be  deba t ab l e .  I t  i s  very  refreshing to rece ive  favor -
ab le  op in ions  f rom these  pup i l s  f i f t y  yea r s  l a t e r .

My teaching procedures and me thods  a t t r ac t ed  the a t t en -
t ion  of  the  school  boa rd .  Yes, my methodology  had  exh ib i t ed  a
bas i c  foundat ion i n  r ead ing ,  (combinat ion of  phone t i c s  w i th
p ic tu res  and words ) ,  and in a r i t hme t i c ,  ( a  j o in t  p roces s  of  ad -
d i t i on  and sub t r ac t i on ,  a s  we l l  a s  tha t  of  mu l t ip l i ca t ion  and
d iv i s ion ) ,  among the  f i r s t  g r ade r s .  Aware to a g r ea t e r  degree
were  the  pupi l s  i n  the  upper g r ades  of  the  changed a tmosphere
in  t he  schoolroom due to the i r  pa r t i c ipa t ion  i n  a r t ,  music  and
per iod ic  school  p rograms .  I ,  d i sca rded  the  o ld  au tho r i t a t i ve
theory t ha t  had  been and cu r ren t ly  prac t iced  by many t eache r s
in  t he  a r ea  by  in t roduc ing  pupi l  pa r t i c ipa t i on  i n  school  ac t i v i -
t i e s ,  bo th  ins ide  and  on  the  p l ayg round .  My inc reased  know-
ledge o f  h i s to ry  and geography from extended a rmy  t r ave l s  and
mi l i t a ry  exper iences ,  implemented  the  sub j ec t  ma t t e r  o f  t he se
cou r se s ,  t hus  c rea t ing  i n t e r e s t i ng  hours  o f  teaching  a s  we l l  a s
sharpening pup i l s '  appe t i t e s  fo r  more comprehensive advanced
da t a  .

It i s  not  surpris ing t ha t  a pronounced de t e rmina t ion  o f
r e t a in ing  my teaching se rv i ce s  for  fu tu re  years  had emerged in
the  pa r i sh .  A mos t  favorab le  impression had  been  made upon
pup i l s ,  t he i r  pa ren t s ,  and  the  members  o f  t he  school  boa rd ,
t hus  increas ing  my sa l a ry  by  10% g rea t e r  than t he  go ing  sa l a ry
o f  o the r  t e ache r s  the  second yea r .

H i s to ry  i s  no t  t he  f ac t s  o f  t he  pas t  on ly  bu t  more t ru ly
the  tools  t ha t  shape the presen t  and  the  fu tu re  wh ich  we  po in t -
ed ly  demonstrated by the  act ion taken by us  a t  the end  o f  t he
th i rd  year .  De f t l y  weaving the  background o f  t he  pas t  three
years  w i th  the po t en t i a l  pos s ib i l i t i e s  of the fu tu re ,  we  came
to the conclusion tha t  a courageous s tep  mus t  be taken,  here
and  now, if  we were  to r each  our  goa l  of  qua l i t y  educa t ion .

Many young people do no th ing  about po t en t i a l l y  ava i l ab l e
oppor tun i t i e s  wha t soeve r ,  and  appear to have  no v i s iona ry  cap-
ab i l i t i e s  s ince  they a r e  mere ly  i n t e r e s t ed  in performing the
requ i red  da i ly  rou t ine .
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On the  contrary many f ac to r s  were urg ing  us  to mee t  t he
cha l l enge  o f  fu r the r  educa t ion .  There fore ,  a f t e r  ba lanc ing  a l l
' p ro s  and cons '  we decided tha t  a ' b r eak ’  from rura l  teaching
caree r  shou ld  be  carried ou t  a t  the end of  t he  th i rd  yea r .

Perhaps one  of the  more i n f luen t i a l  con t r ibu t ing  f ac to r s
tha t  spurred  u s  to change  our fu tu re  l i f e - s ty l e  was  the pe r io -
d ic  pe r sona l  v i s i t s  and con tac t s  of  indiv iduals  who had  had ad-
vanced educa t ion  w i th  promising ca ree r s .  Obv ious ly ,  the p r iv i -
lege of  a s soc ia t ing  w i th  s emina r i ans  and p ro fesso r s  a t  the
Prec ious  B lood  Seminary ,  ad j acen t  to our  home,  was  an unmixed
b le s s ing .  We were inf luenced by  c lergy pe r sona l i t i e s :  Fa the r
Boni face  Russ ,  former Rector  and now the  l oca l  pas to r  o f  the
pa r i sh ;  Fa the r  Othmar  Knapke,  Rec to r :  and ,  Fa ther  Wagne r ,  p ro -
f e s so r ,  (my ma th  t eacher  a t  the  academy)  Having  been  g radua t e s
o f  the Ca tho l i c  Un ive r s i t y  in Wash ing ton ,  each  was  o f  t he  op in -
ion  t ha t  my fu tu re  ac t i v i t y  shou ld  be  in the  advance academic
f i e ld  and to pursue t ha t  phase  p re sen t ly .

A de l igh t fu l  con t r a s t  to the v i s i t s  of t he  p ro fe s so r s
were  the  pe r iod ic  drop- ins  of s t uden t s ,  ( s emina r i ans ) ,  o ld  col -
lege  chums of  mine a t  t he  academy,  1911-1914 ,  w i th  whom I a t -
tended c l a s se s  in l a t i n ,  g r eek ,  ma th ,  mus i c ,  eng l i sh ,  e t c . ,  and
who accorded me much encouragement .

The f ina l  decis ion w i th  r e spec t  to th i s  change revolved
around  the  ques t ion  o f  f inancing the academic p ro j ec t .  But  with
a p rospec t ive  v i ew ,  we  had p lanned the groundwork we l l .  The
sa l a r i e s  of  the l a s t  two years of t eaching  had been g rea t l y  en-
hanced by my earnings i n  t he  market ing of  p i anos .

To assure  a subs t an t i a l  backlog o f  sav ings  I cont rac ted
as  a pa r t - t ime  l i f e  i n su rance  so l i c i to r  fo r  the county  w i th  the
45 -yea r  o ld  Royal  Mutua l  Life Insu rance  Company of  Des  Moines ,
Iowa ,  under  t he  superv is ion  o f  the S t a t e  Off ice  of  John S t aud t ,
Genera l  Agen t ,  and  h i s  b ro the r ,  Clem S taud t  o f  Can ton ,  Oh io ,  in
the  summer of  the  second yea r .

Viewing the idea  o f  a t eacher  a s  a pa r t - t imer  in 1920  was
no t  fo r e ign  to the  marke t ing  of  l i f e  insurance s ince  o the r
semi -p ro fe s s iona l  g roups :  a t t o rneys ,  a ccoun tan t s ,  r ea l t o r s ,
e t c .  had  been  u t i l i z ing  l i f e  insurance  so l i c i t i ng  a s  a com-
p l imen ta ry  se rv ice  to t he i r  no rma l  ac t i v i t y .  Life Insurance  a s
a p ro fe s s ion  d id  no t  s ee  t he  l i gh t  o f  day un t i l  1928  when the
Col lege  o f  Char te red  L i fe  Underwr i t e r s  had been  o rgan ized  and
cha r t e r ed  to g ran t  the degree o f  C .LJJ .  Also  a ha l t ing  act ion
by  many l i f e  insurance  agen t s  and the  gene ra l  publ ic  de layed i t
ove r  20  yea r s .  The per iod  a f t e r  1960 ,  demons t ra ted  t ha t  a
C .L .U ,  deg ree  was  an impor t an t  a t t a inmen t  i n  planning a l i f e
insurance  program for  a f ami ly  and so lve  the  complex p rob lems
of  bus ines s .  Today ,  w i th  more  than 30 ,000  members holding the
deg ree  and more  than 50 ,000  s tuden ts  preparing for  i t ,  the ho -
r izon of nrof e s s iona l  l i f e  underwrit ing i s  b r igh t  and c l ea r .
I t  i s  in great  demand by  the insuring publ ic .

The concept  of  l i f e  insurance a s  a p ro fe s s ion  was bu t  an
evolving idea  i n  the minds o f  a few col lege  p ro fesso r s  in 1920 :
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Dr .  Gr i f f in  M. Lovelace ,  John A .  S t evenson ,  and Dr .  Solomon S .
Huebner .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,  my con tac t  w i th  t he se  three  teachers  was
in 1921  a t  t he  Carnegie  Itech in P i t t sbu rgh  which sponsored a
course in Li fe  Insurance Fundamentals  and Salesmanship .  I t  was
through the  inf luence o f  Clem S taud t  t ha t  I was  inv i t ed  to a t -
tend the Carnegie School ,  f inanced  by the S taudt  Agency .  U l -
t ima te ly ,  t he  College o f  Chartered Life Underwr i t e r s  was  au th -
o r i zed  in Philadelphia to g ran t  degrees in 1928 .

Clem S taud t  had recognized ray capab i l i t i e s .  He and  Mrs .
S t aud t ,  were eager  to e s t ab l i sh  a c lo se  fr iendship and inv i t ed
us  several  t imes  to the i r  home before  the end  o f  the school
yea r .  Indeed,  a l i f e - long  acquain tanceship  had been e s t ab -
l i shed  wi th  the  f ami ly ,  thereby providing Mrs .  Staudt  ( a  reg**
i s t e r ed  nu r se ) ,  the  oppor tun i ty  of  cont r ibu t ing  much needed in -
fo rma t ion  on p rena t a l  and  pos tna t a l  c a r e  of  our  f i r s t  baby ,
Mark .  Her kindness  dese rves  h igh  p ra i s e  and our s ince re
thanks  .

For one  to conclude t ha t  the  pe r sona l  contac t  w i th  t he
three  p ro fe s so r s  and a t t end ing  the i r  l ec tu res  was  merely  a pa s -
s ing  i n t e rva l  o f  t ime wou ld  be  a g ros s  mi s in t e rp re t a t i on .  On
the con t r a ry ,  thei r  i n f luence  had  a powerful  and cont ro l l ing
pu l l  i n  support ing my re tu rn  to co l l ege ,  w i th  a major i n  eco-
nomics ,  thereby combining academic co l l ege  teaching wi th  the
advancement of l i f e  underwrit ing profess ion  a s  my fu tu re
career  •

I t  was  w i th  some r e luc t ancy  and wi th  deep r eg re t s  I i n -
formed the school board i n  March o f  1922  ( a  few days a f t e r  the
b i r t h  of  our  f i r s t  born ,  Mark ) ,  of our decis ion to r e tu rn  to
college for  fu r the r  s tudy a t  the  c lose  o f  the yea r .  The impact
of  this  news on the  board members and majori ty of  par ishoners
was  dec idedly  displeasing and  d i scourag ing .  From the i r  po in t
o f  v i ew ,  the loss  to the  community and to the  ch i ldren  would
be a d i s a s t e r ,  now tha t  they  had been  subject  to numerous inno-
va t ive  soc i a l  and community funct ions  and the loss  o f  p rogres -
s ive  methods  of  the th ree  R’ s .

As  might  be  expected ex t rao rd ina ry  monetary inducements
were  offered by the school boa rd  for  u s  to recons ider  the s t ep .
Bu t  we were  fu l l y  convinced the  t ime had come for  u s  to b reak
dec i s ive ly  w i th  the  pas t  and to r ide  again  i n to  the  'B lue  Yon-
der  . "

I would  be  r emis s  i f  I f a i l ed  to ca l l  a t t en t ion  to t he
goodwi l l  and benevolence o f  t he  pup i l s .  They p resen ted  u s  w i th
a very  personal  g i f t  ( an  hei r loom in  ou r  home) ,  upon ou r  de-
pa r tu re .

Our future  l i v ing ,  w i th  no income impl ied  s ac r i f i ce s ,  of
cou r se ,  for  i t  would en t a i l  a l i f e - s ty l e  change .  Bu t ,  s ince  the
crux of  the dec i s ion  revolved abou t  a s ac r i f i ce  w i th  a f avo ra -
b l e  end r e su l t  we were  prepared to mee t  the cha l l enge .

Not fo r  a moment should one  consider  ou r  momentous  change
o f  l i f e - s ty l e  to be  a 'C rack -b ra in '  upsho t .  In March o f  t he
yea r ,  for  fu r the r  col lege work,  I r eques ted  the  Regis t ra r  o f
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Miami Univers i ty  a t  Oxford, Oh io ,  to eva lua t e  my three  years
of academic work a t  S t .  Jo seph ’ s  and  the  one-year normal t r a in -
ing a t  Miami .  Wi th in  a week th i s  message ,  the University would
allow me 13 credi t s  o f  h igh  school un i t s  and 20 hour s  of  co l -
lege c r ed i t s ,  applicable to a bache lo r ' s  degree  in economics .
Being a more mature s tuden t ,  knowledgeable ,  and wi th  a balanced
judgment and responsibil i  t y  and wi th  Mar i e ' s  cha l l eng ing  and
adven tu resome  sp i r i t ,  I concluded the  r equ i red  addi t iona l  aca -
demic work for the  complet ion o f  the A .B .  degree in economics
could be  accomplished in two summers and two fu l l  academic
yea r s .  A t  the same time we were relying heavily on ou r  abil i ty
to adjust  quickly and correct ly to change ,  i f  r equ i red .

The succeeding two years  and  the  unforseen  addi t ional
three years  o f  g r adua t e  work,  indeed,  were  a s  exci t ing  a s  they
were cons t ruc t ive .

The schoo l  te rm at Carthagena came to an end in  the l a s t
week  in  May wh ich  had  been he igh t ened  wi th  a year -end  p i cn i c .
A school  souvenier w i th  an a t t ached  mina tu re  p ic ture  o f  t he
teacher  and  the names of a l l  pupils inscribed wi th in  was given
to each ,  thus ameliorating t o  some degree the going-away g loom.

The f i r s t  week of June ushered  i n  many ac t i v i t i e s  neces -
sary  in the renewal of co l lege  l i f e :  a house o r  three -room
apar tment  had to be  l ea sed ;  the trucking and storing of  excess
household  fu rn i sh ings ,  and ,  the  moving o f  the f ami ly  and neces -
sary personal  and household a r t i c l e s  for a two-year s t i n t  a t
Miami Un ive r s i t y ,  Oxford,  Oh io ,

For tuna te ly ,  a one-half  double o f  three rooms located  a
few blocks f rom the universi ty,  and owned and occupied by  th ree
maiden s i s t e r s ,  the Fal lons,  was  ava i lab le ,  who reques ted  a
ve ry  sma l l  nominal r en t a l .  Mar i e ' s  pa ren t s ,  Mr .  and  Mrs .  Nor-
denbrock,  overwhelmingly,  endorsed our ac t ions .  Vo lun ta r i l y
providing the  necessary  s to r age  space for  our excess furni ture
in  their large farmhouse, while her b ro the r ,  Ted ,  whose  bus i -
nes s  was  household  fu rn i sh ings ,  t r ans fe r r ed  the p iano  and o the r
essen t i a l  objects  to the three-room apar tment .

The summer semester  began the second week of Juneandwi th
the three-day break a t  July 4 th ,  Marie  and the four-month old
son ,  Mark ,  came to the new home .

I had  a discouraging thought of our s tay a t  the ren ted
apar tment ,  par t ly  in consequence o f  the ages of the  maiden-
l ad i e s  and their inexperiences of the  behavior o f  a smal lbaby ,
bu t  Mar i e ' s  cont ras t ing  viewpoint was  more  op t imi s t i c .  She upon
hearing my desc r ip t ion  o f  the th ree  s i s t e r s :  Mary ,  Ann and
Lizz i e ,  combined wi th  an inna te  woman ' s  intuition, vouched
there would be  no d i f f icu l ty  and tha t  Mark would c r ea t e  a r e -
sponsive and harmonious family atmosphere.

Mary, the e ldes t ,  a nea t  person of sma l l  s t a tu re  and  a
shock o f  perfec t  wh i t e  ha i r ,  cove r ing  a pa l e  f ace ,  was  a lways
immaculately d re s sed .  She appeared to have a f ra i l  cons t i tu-
t ion  for her  face  showed fine de l i ca t e  wrinkles and forehead
as  carved lines of  wear iness  on her  cheeks .  Her age of 60
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yea r s  o f f s e t  th i s  w i th  the  beau ty  of  her  f ac i a l  express ion ,
wh i l e  her  d i s ab i l i t i e s  we re  s ec re t l y  ve i l ed  w i th  a cons tan t
smi l e  and  k ind encouraging words .  Her hea l th  condi t ion r e -
qui red  her to remain a t  the  home and i t s  care  wh i l e  the  two
o the r  s i s t e r s  we re  employed in  the  services  of  so ror i ty  and
f r a t e rn i t y  houses .

Indeed on  th i s  beau t i fu l  sunsh ine  July day  upon ar r iv ing
a t  the one -ha l f  double ,  ( t he  new home in Oxfo rd ) ,  hopeful ly  en -
t e r t a ing  the  w i sh  i t  was  t o  be  our  home for the next two yea r s ,
we me t  Mary who was  eager  to g r ee t  the mother  and the  new baby,
for both  had  been b r i e f ly ,  ye t  c l ea r ly  described by me .

Nferie w i thou t  he s i t a t i on  offered  baby Mark to Mary who
was  a t  the s ide  o f  the ca r ,  ges tur ing  to a s s i s t .  Obvious ly ,
a l e r t ed  to the signif icance o f  the surrounding,  Mark gave  a
good account  o f  himself  by re turning h i s  four -month  o ld  smi l e
in  response to he r ’ s  and se i zed  he r  ou t s t r e t ched  hands s imu l -
t aneous ly .  Not su rp r i s ing ly ,  in the  same b rea th  he became the
dar l ing  of  Mary who ,  one year  l a t e r ,  w i th  much p r ide ,  p re -
sen t ed  him to the  judges  i n  a 4 th -o f - Ju ly  baby con te s t  a s  a
model youngs t e r .  A t  t ha t  t ime he captured f i r s t  p r i ze  which
gave  us  undeserved pub l i c i t y ,  bu t  to hterk, i t  was  a t en -do l l a r
go ld  p i ece  and  h i s  p ic ture  i n  many s to re f ron t s  of  th i s  sma l l
town .

Wi th in  an hour Ann a r r ived  home wi th  p leasurab le  expect-
a t i on  to g ree t  t he  new baby  who ca r r i ed  the I r i sh  name o f  Pa t -
r i ck  a l so .  She  was  t a l l e r  than  her  s i s t e r s ,  a b r igh t ,  dark-
eyed ,  rawboned individual/  a t r i angu la r ly  shaped f ace  w i th
s l i gh t ly  sunken cheeks,  and th ick  s i l ve r  hair  pa r t ed  i n  the
midd le ,  drawn t i gh t ly  over the  ea r s .  These fea tu res  were
h igh ly  modif ied by  a curved mouth  t ha t  seemed to be  a lways
smi l ing  and eve r - ready  to spring an I r i sh  j’oke on he r se l f  w i th
an accompaning ’ J ack - in - the -box’ ,  head movement .  I t  was  Ann
who ca r r i ed  the  coa l  bucke t  and did the  necessa ry  t inkering
about the house .

L izz i e ,  preparing t he  dai ly  evening meal  for  the boys a t
a f r a t e rn i t y  house ,  came in a f t e r  dusk  bu t  no l e s s  i n t e r e s t ed
in  t he  new-found f r iends  and espec ia l ly  to know more about t h i s
German- I r ish  boy a s  she  termed h im.  She ,  the  younges t ,  middle-
aged wi th  s t reaked  gray  ha i r ,  short  in s t a tu re ,  youthfu l ,
plump cheeks o f  dusty  f r eck l e s ,  s l ende r ,  b l ack  eye brows tha t
covered l a rge  pebble-eyes .  and a mouth  given to t rembl ing ,  de -
p i c t ed  a rare I r i sh  beau ty  o f  unl imi ted k indness .  She moved
about w i th  a s l i gh t  l imp due to a crippled ankle and her
f r i end ly  disposition and humor caused  her  to be known a s  t he
’Swee thea r t  o f  Sigma Ch i .*

During th i s  s t r e t ch  of  two years  our s ty le  of l iving
changed in a number of  ways .  We kept the  car  s ince  there  wou ld
be  need of  i t  fo r  an occas iona l  trip, s t o red  in a nearby ne igh -
bo r ’ s  ba rn  w i thou t  cha rge .  Many economies had been in t roduced
by  e l imina t ing  the  purchase  of  newspapers ,  magaz ines ,  mov ie s ,
and o the r  en t e r t a inmen t s  s i nce  t he  Un ive r s i t y  o f fe red  a cu l -
t u r a l  program o f  a ha l f -dozen  o r  more numbers during the  yea r ,
f r ee  of cha rge .  We were  cons t an t ly  economizing in the  purchase
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of food but  never sacrif ic ing qua l i ty .  The meats  were the
cheaper cu t s ,  and the eggs ,  but t er ,  mi lk  and vegetables  were
purchased a t  the fanner ' s  market a t  a d i scount .  Marie had an
ingenious way o f  preparing a l l  foods,  and her soups and dishes
were always who le some ,  nutr i t i ous ,  and pa la tab le ,  the  ar t  of
which  she inheri ted and acquired in her  home. In the making o f
c lothes  for herse l f  and t-terk no one  could equal  her or ig inal i ty
of des ign and wi th  the  a id  o f  a 'Por tab le  S inger , '  her a t t i re
was  fau l t l e s s  and  tha t  of  Mark ' s ,  dainty and cute .

In re trospec t ,  we were  never conscious of  sacrificing e s -
sen t ia l  needs .  In terms o f  today ,  some might view this a s  a
period of poverty or sacr i f i ce ,  but  we never considered i t  in
that  manner since our  pas t  experiences had been of simple rural
l i v ing ;  a frugality w i th  which we were  truly acquainted.  I
must  admit the desired goal  of  completing my undergraduate work
in two years was  a guiding factor in a l l  of our ac t iv i t i e s .

The sweep of  events  o f  the summers and the two years re -
vo lved  mainly around college ac t iv i t i e s .  Dr .  Edgar A .  Brandon,
senior Dean of  the Liberal Arts  Col lege ,  and Dr .  Edwin S .  Todd,
Dean of  the Economics Department,  provided fruitful and honest
advise  in scheduling the necessary required course .  Dr .  Bran-
don was  a ta l l  and upright  f i gure ,  enveloped in a c learly
brushed semi-swal low-ta i l  coat w i th  a s ingle  fresh  white rose
o f  de l i ca te  fragrance rest ing daily in h is  l ape l .  His  broad
shoulders ,  supported a head not rea l ly  massive but  d i s t inc t ive ,
topped wi th  crew-cut ,  gray i sh  -auburn hair that  gave him a d i s -
tinct mi l i tary  appearance. This bearing was  further accentu-
ated by h is  trimmed mustache and shor t  prim goatee .  He, o f
ruddy complexion, having passed  three score years ,  showed no
trace  o f  mature age in sp i t e  o f  h i s  l i fe- long devot ion to s tu -
dents  in their  academic pursu i t s .

One viewing Dr .  Tbdd for the f i r s t  time would  consider
him a l eg i s la t ive  representative o f  the s ta te ,  carrying marked
dignity  and s e l f - re spec t .  He was  o f  medium he ight  but  a block-
i sh ,  black ha t ,  topping h is  gray  sprinkled hair made him appear
ta l l er .  Though 60 years o f  age  he had a fa ir  smooth skin w i th
a few tiny l ines on his  forehead,  whi le  h i s  narrow b lack ,  per -
fect  bow-t ie  had no dif f iculty  in hiding the  small  dimpled
chin .  He was a walking enthusiast  and i t  appeared h is  rhythmic-
a l ly  swinging arms with t ightly clenched hands extending be -
yond the highly starched cuffs ,  was h i s  method of  maintaining
his youthful v igor .  Dr .  Ibdd had the g i f t  of  remembering the
names of s tudents  which established quick intimacy and t rus t -
worth iness .  Simultaneously, his  academic prerequisites and my
matur i ty ,  generated a feeling of  immediate friendship, e f fect -
ing many personal favors  in my beha l f ,  one of which was  h i s
striking l e t t er  o f  recommendation for the  four-year fellowship
award.

Both Dr .  Brandon and Dr .  Ibdd, knowing of  my academic
background, teaching experiences and military training,  sug-
ges ted  I focus  my at tent ion  on a l l  prerequis i te  courses in the
f i r s t  twelve weeks o f  summer and the f i r s t  semester of the com-
ing year .
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With  a l l  my inven t ive ,  dar ing ,  and imag ina t ive  support  of
mi l i t a ry  and academic exper iences ,  I ,  pa in fu l ly ,  r ea l i zed  the
summer program was  more  than wi sh fu l  thinking,  s ince  I was sho r t
of  precious  av i l ab l e  t ime  in comple t ing  the  r equ i r ed  a s s ignmen t s
o f  f reshman Eng l i sh ,  and Ma thema t i c s .  Bo th  had  been condensed
in two six-week pe r iods ,  chal lenging me to t he  u tmos t .  One
speci f ic  example of  d i f f i cu l ty  was  the  da i l y  wr i t i ng  o f  a theme
in  Engl ish  composi t ion for i t  had  to comply w i th  the pa r t i cu -
l a r s  o f :  a nove l ;  a f a i ry  t a l e ;  a mys t e ry  s to ry ;  a my th ;  o r
any  k ind o f  na r r a t i ve  t ha t  had  been ass igned  fo r  t he  day .  I t
i s  on ly  f a i r  to po in t  ou t  t ha t  my f i r s t  a t t emp t  a t  F re shman
Engl i sh  i n  the  f i r s t  week leaned  heav i ly  on  t he  ’unsa t i s f ac -
to ry .  *

A few conferences a t  t he  end  o f  t he  week  wi th  t he  p ro -
fessor  when learning o f  my l imi ted  l anguage  background  adv i sed
me to seek the  a id  of a t u to r ,  Bergen Evans ,  who was  an  a s s i s t -
an t  i n  the  Engl ish  Depa r tmen t .  Af t e r  a c e r t a in  number o f  con-
su l t a t i ons  w i th  h im on the wr i t i ng  of  e s says  the re  began to
emerge ce r t a in  obse rvab le  approaches and  in  h i s  t echn ique  wh ich
were  very advantageous  r e su l t i ng  in a g rade  o f  ”B” a t  t he  end
of s ix  weeks .  Dr .  Evans i s  recognized today a s  a w ide ly  ac -
cla imed In te rna t iona l  Engl i sh  s cho la r .

Inva r i ab ly ,  my usua l  topic of conversa t ion  w i th  torie
when edit ing monographs and books on my hea l th  r e sea rch  p ro -
j ec t s  of s i s t e r s  and p r i e s t s  in 1960 ,  would r e l a t e  to t he se
ser ious  d i f f i cu l t i e s  of  my freshman engl i sh  i n  t he  summer o f
1922 .  I mus t  admit  t ha t  w i th  the coaching o f  Dr .  Evans and the
as s i s t ance  o f  Mar ie  who had a ve ry  imag ina t ive  mind wi th  a f l ow
of ready words ,  brought  me a s a t i s f ac to ry  and success fu l  g r ade .

Beginning in September the  Engl i sh  course  for  j un io r s ,
’Amer ican  and Eng l i sh  L i t e r a tu re ,*  was  a we lcome  r e l i e f  and a
de l igh t fu l  con t r a s t  to the  never-ending rou t ine  of theme wr i t -
ing .

Being a keen s tuden t  o f  ma thema t i c s  inc luding  accoun t ing ,
s t a t i s t i c s  and inves tmen t .  Dr .  Todd encouraged me to jo in  t he
Co l l ege  Commercial  Club for  the two yea r s .  Wi th  a background
of mus i c  and s ing ing ,  I d id  no t  d i s r ega rd  t he  advan tages  o f
be ing  a member of the Glee  Club and  the Fes t i va l  Chorus s ince
these  two o rgan iza t i ons  provided two annual  t ou r s  dur inq t he
Chr i s tmas  ho l idays  in g iv ing  conce r t s .  A l l  sponsored by  co l lege
alumni  groups i n  t he  p r inc ipa l  c i t i e s  o f  Oh io .

I r ea l i zed  a f t e r  a few weeks  in pursuing the  course  o f
’P r inc ip l e s  of  Economics ' ,  I had the  ab i l i t y  to apply economic
theory in i t s  p rac t i ca l  u se  in everday bus ines s  p rob lems ,  the
sk i l l  o f  which was  due to my pas t  experiences and  ma tu r i t y .
This had  no t  gone unnoticed by Dr .  Ibdd for he suggested I de -
vo te  addi t iona l  voluntary hours  i n  the next  year  to do some r e -
sea rch  in the f i e ld  of  t axa t ion  i n  Oh io .  Fol lowing h i s  adv ice
in  exploring the  complicated taxat ion l eg i s l a t i on  o f  Li fe  In-
surance Companies i n  Ohio,  I wro t e  a thes i s  of  my f indings  and
conclusions and earned a Bachelor i n  Economics w i th  Honors a t
g radua t ion  .
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Cer t a in ly ,  i t  i s  not  p rema tu re  to a s se s s  the  ac t i v i t i e s
of  t he  mother  of  Mark during t he  summer and schoo l  yea r s  i n
Oxford.  Her des i r e  of  engaging in  and enjoying col lege l i f e
had  been her  mos t  p rec ious  yearning since 1918 .  There fore ,  to
r ecap tu re  t he  ob j ec t i ve s  o f  wha t  had  been denied her  ( t h rough
no f au l t  o f  her  own) ,  she  en ro l l ed  i n  September for  two courses  ,
p i ano  in s t rumen ta t i on  and  theory  under  Dr .  C .  W. Towner a t  Ox-
ford  Col lege  for  women. Th i s  i n s t i t u t i on  was  a sma l l  renowned
ins t i t u t i on  o f  many yea r s ,  ad jacen t  to Miami Un ive r s i t y  Campus .

I t  i s  wor th  r e l a t i ng  t ha t  she had a ' p lu s ’  to s t a r t  w i th
when in i t i a t i ng  t h i s  p rog ram.  A number o f  f ac to r s  had con t r i -
buted to her  qua l i f i ed  succes s ;  t he  des i r e  for  a mus ica l  edu-
ca t ion ;  an unbounding en thus i a sm;  and an  unusua l  memory.

To carry  ou t  the  mus i ca l  p rogram i t  was  supremely impor-
t an t  to co r re la te  her  t ime schedule  w i th  t ha t  o f  t he  baby .
Fo r tuna t e ly ,  perhaps  co inc iden ta l l y ,  the  behav ior  of  Mark a t
the f i r s t  mee t ing  w i th  Mary and the  continued happy responses
o f  bo th ,  ( h i s  time was  her  t ime) ,  t he i r  r e l a t i onsh ip  had  de -
veloped in to  an i n t ima  t e  comradeship . He unconscious ly  and un -
knowingly c r ea t ed  t he  p re r equ i s i t e  of  ava i l ab l e  t ime  for  the
development  of  h i s  Mothe r ' s  mus i ca l  educa t ion .

In sp i t e  o f  adequa te  t ime  for  preparing my a s s ignmen t s
the re  were  mid - semes t e r  t e s t s  and f i na l  examinat ions  to be  me t .
I remember t he  mid-semes te r  t e s t  i n  March o f  the f i r s t  year
more than o the r s ,  perhaps due to t he  en t r ance  o f  sp r ing .  I
a ro se  ea r ly  on t h i s  pa r t i cu l a r  morning about  5 :00  A .M.  ( a  f ea -
s ib l e  t ime  for  reviewing the  s emes t e r ' s  work ) ,  s i nce  Win te r
had  been  on  i t s  way  and  the  roa r  of  March winds  were  no more
heard i n  the  toss ing  nearby t r ee s .  Along  the  s t i l l  brown
boughs ,  a f a in t  ve i l - l i ke  g reennes s  r an .  I no ted  the warm a i r
was  so f t  and  soothing for  spring was  j u s t  around the  co rne r .
The wa te r ,  we l l i ng  ou t  of  soaked ea r th ,  t r ickled  down the  s ide
of t he  s t r ee t  gu t t e r .  Bees were  ne i t he r  ab road  nor t he  red o f
the  apple buds  showed s igns  of  sp r ing ,  bu t  the  h igh  song o f
the  t h rush  poured fo r th  h i s  song wh ich  was  conducive  to t he
review of my pas t  s emes t e r  a s s ignmen t s .  All  was  qu i e t  and
p leasan t  a t  t h i s  ea r ly  hour  which in te rms  o f  col lege g rades
was  ve ry  rewarding .

The second summer was a mos t  s a t i s f ac to ry  and  p l ea san t
one  fo r  u s  and  a l so  t he  Fa l lon  S i s t e r s .  I t  provided a b r ea th -
ing spe l l  of  two weeks w i th  a change o f  a tmosphere  from the
regu la r  col lege  rou t ine .  There  were  s t i l l  summer hours  for me
to acqui re  bu t  w i th  a l l  the  required core courses  completed I
was  ab l e  to choose cu l tu r a l  sub j ec t s  of  my liking i n  the two
summer s emes t e r s .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,  I had  ano the r  s t roke  of  good
luck  in  fu l f i l l i ng  my language  r equ i r emen t s .  Dr .  Handsch in ,
German bo rn ,  and my major language p ro fe s so r ,  r ea l i z ing  ray
knowledge and ab i l i t y  to converse and  t r ans l a t e  German, ad -
vised me to t r ans l a t e  ce r t a in  technica l  German books  for  ad -
vance  examina t ion .  This  I d id  succes s fu l ly  and upon comple-
t i on  provided many add i t i ona l  c r ed i t s ,  known a s  'Hour s  in Ab-
sen t i a . '  These covered t he  de f i c i ency  of  my two un i t s  o f  h igh
school  and add i t i ona l  co l l ege  c r ed i t s .

275



The second summer,  Mark no l onge r  an  i n f an t ,  ne and one -
ha l f  years  o ld ) ,  he  was  eager  to explore  a l l  avenues to s a t i s fy
h i s  cu r io s i t y .  His  da i l y  con tac t s  w i th  Mary and her  encourag -
ing r e sponses ,  no t  d i s coun t ing  those  o f  her s i s t e r s ,  exh ib i t ed
ce r t a in  s t r i k ing  cha rac t e r i s t i c s .  Mary a l luded to these  i n  t he
the  Baby Con te s t  which  had  no t  been  unnot iced  by  the th ree
judges  on t he  4 th .  H i s  phys i ca l  h i s to ry  from b i r t h  to t he  day

was  ably  desc r ibed  by Mary and wi th  an  idea l  he igh t  and  we igh t
r eco rd  a t  the  t ime ,  he  ’S to l e  t he  Show, '  and was  dec l a r ed  t he
'P r i ze  Baby , '  among a dozen con te s t an t s .  Much pub l i c i t y  had
been  g iven  to the  occas ion  by the  loca l  pape r ,  bu t  mos t  de s i r -
ab l e  was  the  award o f  a $10  Go ld  p i ece  wh ich  was  h i s  cher i shed
possess ion  to 1935 .  I ,  w i th  much hes i t ance ,  r e tu rned  i t  to t he
Treasury by order  of  P res iden t  Rooseve l t  wh ich  was  the g rea t e s t
' Faux  pas '  o f  the cen tu ry .

The de l i gh t fu l  even t  o f  the 4 th  was  the beginning  o f  many
p leasan t  even t s  t ha t  summer s ince  the  Fa l lons  considered u s  a
pa r t  of the f ami ly  and cordia l ly  gree ted  by the i r  r e l a t i ve s  and
f r i ends .  The i r  country I r i sh  cous in s ,  l iv ing near  Col lege  Cor -
ne r ,  provided many Sunday v i s i t s  i n  t he i r  woods and an occa -
s iona l  excurs ion  to the  nearby  Hues ton  Woods, concluding each
a f f a i r  w i th  a p i cn i c  snack .  Hies ton Woods a t  the  t ime covered
many acres  of t a l l  t r ee s ,  c eda r s ,  underb rush ,  blackberry bushes ,
a l so  l a rge  g l ac i a l  bou lde r s ,  and a sha l low ,  s tony -bo t tom creek
o f  mina tu re  Wate r f a l l s  t ha t  fo l lowed a winding deep r av ine  of
so l id  rock .  Today Hues ton  Woods i s  a na t i ona l  pa rk  and  a
famous vaca t ion  spot  i n  Sou th -wes te rn  Oh io .

These ea r ly  summer v i s i  c s  opened up l a t e r  j aun t s  to t h i s
spot  for  b lackber ry  p i ck ing  which  y ie lded  many qua r t s  o f  j u i cy
dese r t s .  These ,  w i th  cans  of  cher r ies  and peaches ,  picked
from trees i n  t he  backyard,  provided a welcome addi t ion  to mea l s .

The eve r  f l ee t ing  t ime  o f  the  two summer s e s s ion  b rough t
me to t he  s t a tu s  of  a senior  s t uden t  a t  t he  beg inn ing  o f  t he
second yea r .  Th i s  a t t a inmen t  t ho rough ly  supp l ied  t he  des i r ed
sa t i s f ac t i on  of r ea l i z ing  t he  goa l  of g radua t ing  in June .  We
no longer  needed to i nch  ou r  way in t he  pu r su i t  o f  a temporary
l i f e - s ty l e  t ha t  had  been p rac t i ced  t he  pas t  two yea r s .  Mar i e
con t inued  mus ica l  courses  w i th  Dr .  Tbwner a t  the Oxford Co l l ege
for Women which b rough t  he r  to the second s t ep  o r  rung o f  her
mus i ca l  ladder  a t  the  end  o f  the yea r  .

In r e t ro spec t  the many experiences o f  the  second summer
did not  f a i l  to reveal  mi sg iv ings  of  two doubtful  even t s  t ha t
were to culminate  before  the  end of  t he  yea r .  The ve ry  thought
of  one and i t s  suspense had a depress ing ef fec t  s ince  word o f
her  f a the r ' s  terminal  i l l ne s s  had been  rece ived  in Ju ly  w i th
dea th  occurr ing i n  November .

There i s  l i t t l e  to r e l a t e  about  the  ac t i v i t i e s  o f  the
mon ths  of  ‘September and  October ,  excep t ,  we were  seduously busy
wi th  t a sks  about the  house  preparing for  the w in t e r :  r igging
the  coa l  base -burne r ;  a r ranging  fo r  another  bed  for my b ro the r ,
Sy lves t e r ,  who wou ld  a t t end  the McGuffy High School  ( a  model
school  fo r  t e ache r  t r a in ing  a t  the  Un ive r s i t y ) ;  and the purchase
o f  an add i t i ona l  youth  bed  for  Mark .  Ye t ,  t hese  t a sks  w i th  my
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college work were only a par t  of the s to ry .  Yes,  in addition to
these  there was  a pe r iod  o f  wai t  and suspense in t he  f i r s t
weeks  of Oc tobe r .

The second event was one o f  joy and happiness,  thounh
carrying wi th  i t  menta l  suspense and uncer ta in ty .  i t  ended
bl issful ly  a dark-haired g i r l  came into the  wor ld  on  October
13 th .  Due to t he  absence o f  a hosp i ta l  in Oxford there was  the
added responsibil i ty of a p r ena t a l  trip to Mercy Hospital  a t
Hamil ton ,  Oh io ,  15 mi l e s  away .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,  the hour for t he
trip to t he  hospital  came a t  10 :00  P .M. ,  October 12 th ,  and the
new a r r iva l  appeared abou t  4 :00  A.M.  the next morning.  Th i s
co l l ege  pioneering adven tu re  brought  u s  ou r  daughter ,  Mary Mar-
ga re t ,  one o f  our most  cher ished members of  the  family  who i s
now known a s  S i s t e r  Marie JUl i e ,  a member o f  the Ursu l ine  S i s -
t e r s .

The Chr i s tmas  ho l idays  were  in the  o f f i ng ,  ind ica t ing
autumn had g iven  p lace  to win te r  w i th  a l ight  b lanke t  o f  pow-
dery  snow during the n igh t ,  disappearing i n  the day ' s  t hawing ,
wi th  repea ted  freezing and thawing.  The roofs of t he  houses
displayed pa r t l y  their na tura l  color bu t  were  of fse t  by  white
contrasting f ie lds  in the sloping roof channels .  Hie morning
sun formed huge icicles a t  the eaves which appeared l a t e r  in
the morning .

Four days  previous to the beginning o f  the Chr i s tmas  hol-
idays by leaving Oxford i n  ear ly  morning we arrived a t  her
Mothe r ' s  home in Burke t t sv i l l e  in mid-af ternoon,  the second
vis i t  to her  home since the f a the r ' s  dea th .

In those days ,  night driving was seldom a t tempted  s ince
the f i r s t  low -wat t  head l igh t  bu lbs  were about a s  e f f ec t i ve  a s
the  glow of a lone f i r e f ly .  Occupants  in an open car  were  a t
t he  mercy of w ind ,  rain,  and snow in  sp i te  of some p ro t ec t i on
from removable and  rehanging canvas  cu r t a in s  wi th  i s i ng l a s s
peepholes  for  l i gh t  and v i s ib i l i t y .  Accordingly,  the two
bab ie s ,  enveloped in .  woolen snow su i t s  and caps w i th  a heavy
auto robe ,  tucked around and  under the four of  u s ,  ( au to
hear ters  were unknown),  we began the t r i p .

Passing the college bu i ld ings  on High S t eee t ,  a l l  i n  emp-
t ine s s ,  we  came in to  the v i l l age  o f  Dar r town,  a d i s t ance  o f
e igh t  mi l e s  to t he  Eas t .  A few mi l e s  North We entered a s imi -
lar  v i l l age  o f  Seven-Mile (home o f  Governor Cox) ,  and then on  to
Camden, arriving in Eaton within an hour .  Ihe wintry  sun rays
had no t  added much hea t  to the coldness of the day bu t  the
t ravel  had been  p leasant  s ince  the bab ies  were happy and we
noted tha t  ha l f  of the d i s tance  had been covered to our de s t i -
nation .

A resp i t e  for  the babies was in order  thereby providing
food and warmth,  resul t ing i n  renewing their pleasant  disposi-
tions which assured  us we  shou ld  arrive a t  her home in the l a t e
afternoon .

The house  was al l  ablaze w i th  l ights  since the  dark
dreary sky brought dusk a t  an ear ly  hou r .  The NOrdenbrock
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household had lo s t  some of  i t s  charm af te r  the dea th  of  the
fa the r  bu t  t ha t  did not  d iscourage t he  Mother ,  Henry ,  Ca r l ,  and
the two s i s t e r s  in g iv ing  us a hea r ty  welcome and recept ion by
disp lay ing  deep emot ion and a f f ec t i on .  This  c r ea t ed  excep t ion-
a l  marked exc i t emen t  e spec i a l l y  be tween  Es ther  and  two-year  o ld
Mark .

Upon entering we  were  re l ieved of ou r  heavy woolens  and
other wraps which we deposi ted in the  rooms above to be our
apartment during the s t ay .  i'ferk and Miry Margaret  remained
downs ta i r s  w i th  the g randmothe r ,  and a f t e r  eye ing  the  sur round-
ings  and the  new face of  g randmo ther ,  unhes i t a t i ng ly  approached
her which brought her enjoyment . Memories of p leasant  incidents
in the life of  her growing family,  spontaneously and re t ros -
pec t ive ly ,  momentarily passed  before he r ,  adding more to her
happ iness  .

Chr is tmas  was a new experience fo r  Mark, noting the two
f i l led stockings at  the f i replace,  he found a stuffed r abb i t ,
ho rn ,  s tory  books ,  an o range ,  apple ,  and some sweets ,  l i kewise
a teddy bear and a r a t t l e  i n  h i s  s i s t e r ' s .

Within a Week the big grandfather c lock  ticked off  many
shor t  hours  o f  t he  six days ,  bringing the  magic  hour of New
Year ' s  Midn igh t ,  which took us  by su rp r i se .  The church be l l s
began to ring, the  siren a t  the  f i r e  s ta t ion blew loud and
sh r i l l ,  and the New Year of 1924  was  born .  For u s ,  i t  was t he
beginning o f  a year t ha t  b rought  us ful f i l lment  of  unbe l i eve -
able dreams .

The end of  January w i th  t he  f ina l  examinations of  the
f i r s t  semester  completed,  and meeting a l l  the  r equ i rement s ,  I
was  w i th in  16  hou r s  o f  my co l l ege  A .B .  goa l .

The hand o f  providence o r  was  i t  a woman ' s  in tu i t ion  t ha t
di rec ted  the a t t en t ion  of Mar i e ' s  to a news i t em in the Knights
o f  Cblurnbus magaz ine ,  i t  r e ad :

GRADUATE FELLOWSHIPS ARE OFFERED TO SCHOLARS

A four-year fe l lowship w i l l  be  awarded to 15 college g rad -
uates with Bache lo r ' s  Degrees in the United S t a t e s  for the
year 1924-25 wi th  a three-year  r enewa l .  Academic require-
ments  are to be me t  in B ig l i sh ,  Sc ience ,  His to ry ,  Ma th ,
and one Foreign Language. The h ighes t  g rades  in these  sub-
j ec t s  of the f i r s t  15 s cho la r s  w i l l  qual i fy  them for t he
award.  A l e t t e r  o f  recommendation from an o f f i ce r  o f  the
Universi ty should be  submitted a t  the  t ime.

Mar i e ' s  f i r s t  response  was ,  "You must  have a try a t  t h i s
for I know you w i l l  be  one o f  the 15 who wi l l  qua l i fy .  It
would be  breath-taking to l i ve  in Washington for  fou r  yea r s ,
you  would  have  a Doc to ra t e  degree ,  and I could  con t inue  my
music a t  the S i s t e r s '  Co l l ege  which i s  a f f i l i a ted  w i th  the Uni -
ve r s i t y ,  and a t  the same time rece ive  a Bachelor of  Music  De-
g ree .  Imagine,  a l l  o f  u s ,  including the chi ldren,  would  be  ex-
posed to the culture o f  the Capi ta l  for four yea r s . "  Hes i t a t -
ingly ,  I s a id ,  "Do you really think tha t  I could be  one  o f
them?" What was  her response? "You cer ta in ly  can be  and I

278



shal l  wr i t e  for an application today,  and you in the meant ime
inform Dr .  Todd o f  the fellowship, and have him write a l e t t e r
o f  r ecommenda t ion . ”

Within a week the application had been received,  com-
p le ted ,  and a le t te r  o f  recommendation from Dr .  Todd wi th  a
persona l  no te  from President Hughes was re turned  to Washington ,
D .C .  A le t t e r  from Monsignor Edwin Pace ,  Director of Studies
a t  the Ca tho l i c  Un ive r s i t y  informed President Hughes  t he  appli-
ca t i on  had been accepted ,  the examinat ion ques t i ons  of  the f ive
sub jec t s  would  be  in h i s  off ice  and would  be  taken under his
observation on  May 1s t  w i th  a l l  questions and answers to be r e -
turned to the office of  Monsignor Pace .

Le t t e r  of  recommendation from Dr .  'Ibdd:

School of Economics
Miami Univers i ty
Oxford, Ohio
March 29 th ,  1924

The Director o f  Studies
Cathol ic  Un ive r s i t y  of  America
Wa shing ton , D .C .

Mr .  C .  J .  Fecher i s  a senior in our  Univers i ty  School  of Bus-
ines s .  During his career  he has  maintained a record of Phi
Be ta  Kappa. He was kep t  ou t  o f  Phi Be t a  mere ly  th rough  a t ech-
ni cality .
As a s t uden t ,  Mr. Fecher i s  above reproach .  I regard' him a s  a
man of fine abil i ty,  good judgment ,  ref inement and open minded-
nes s .  He i s  one of a few whom I gladly recommend for g r adua t e
work.  He i s  we l l  qualif ied and has  performed some research
work the  pas t  year  fo r  which the Unive r s i ty  w i l l  award him the
Degree  o f  Bachelor  o f  Ar t s  i n  Economics w i th  Honor in June .

S ince re ly ,
Edwin S .  Todd, PhD, Dean

Even t s  were f a s t  c los ing- in  on our s tay  in Oxford.  I had
been  exposed to t he  examinat ion  ques t i ons  for t he  s cho la r sh ip
award  in  t he  o f f i ce  o f  Pres iden t  Hughes on  May 1s t ,  w i th  a l l
papers  prompt ly  r e tu rned  to  Wash ing ton .  The fa rewel l  par ty  o f
the senior graduat ion  c l a s s ,  sponsored by the President  and
Faculty o f  the Univers i ty  was  conducted a t  the  Gym in May.

President  Hughes ,  had  met  Marie a t  va r ious  functions dur-
ing t he  two yea r s ,  no t ing  her  ma tu r i ty  and charm,  and ou r  com-
bined  s t a tu s  a t  the co l l ege ,  inv i ted  her  a s  a special  gues t .
Th i s  affair was  one o f  t he  year ly  h igh l igh t s  and for Marie i t
was  one o f  her  g r ea t e s t  i n  college ac t i v i t y .

Upon the  announcement by  the Captain o f  the  ba l l  f o r  the
Grand March,  Pres ident  Hughes i nv i t ed  her  to be  h i s  pa r tne r  in
leading the group around the c i rcular  dance f l oo r .  I ,  i n  turn,
had  the honor o f  escorting Mrs .  Hughes .
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Commencement exercises we re  held i n  t he  f i r s t  week  o f
June,  receiving the degree 'Bache lo r  o f  Ar t s ,  Honor i n  Eco-
nomics . '  I extended thanks to many who had  been instrumental
i n  the success  of th is  endeavor .  F i r s t ,  unques t i onab ly ,  to my
dear wife  who had given much aid and encouragement.  Ne i the r
could  I neglect  expressing my appreciation to the Fa l lon  S i s t e r s ,
my p ro fe s so r s ,  and the many f r i ends  who had supported u s  a t  a l l
t imes .

On June 9 th ,  I received the message o f  my succes of  the
award o f  the four -year Fel lowship:

Office of the Director
Ca tho l i c  Un ive r s i t y
Washington ,  D .C .

Mr .  Cons t an t ine  J .  Fecher
222  N. Main Street
Oxford,  Ohio

Dea r  S i r :

I t ake  p leasure  i n  informing you tha t  you were success fu l  in
the examinations for  the K .  o f  C .  Fel lowship held  May 1s t ,
1924 .
I sha l l  send you for  your s ignature ,  t he  form of agreement
which  i s  the bas i s  of  tenure for  s cho la r sh ip .

Very  truly you r s ,
(Msgr . )  Edwin A .  pace
Director o f  Studies

Before leaving Oxford I informed President  Hughes  of ray
success  i n  the contes t  for the Fellowship,  which brought  h i s
congratulatory l e t t e r :

Oxford, Ohio
June 30 th ,  1924

Dear Mr.  Fecher:

I was  grea t ly  p leased to have  your no t e  tel l ing me o f  t he
award .  I w i sh  you a g r ea t  deal  o f  happ iness  in t h i s  work and
feel  certain tha t  you wi l l  acqui t  yourself  wi th  d i s t inc t ion .
Please  give my kindest  regards  to Mrs .  Fecher whom I was ve ry
happy to meet aga in  a t  our pa r ty .  I hope you wi l l  f i nd  your
yea r s  in Washington,  de l i gh t fu l  and p ro f i t ab l e .
With a l l  my bes t  w i shes ,  I am,

Sincerely your s ,

R .  M. Hughes ,  President

The agreement  o f  my scho la r sh ip  tenure a t  the Ca tho l i c
Univers i ty  inc luded  tu i t i on ,  inc iden ta l  fees  and  board and
lodging in  Graduate  Hall for  a period o f  10 months for  four
scho las t i c  yea r s .  The qua l i f i ca t ion  of  a married s tuden t  fo r
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t he  Fellowship had not  confronted  the Un ive r s i t y  in the pas t ,
and the news i t em in  the K.  of C .  Journal contained no reference
to  t h i s  s t a tu s  for e l i g ib i l i t y .  I t  was  my duty to inform Msgr .
Pace immediately o f  my par t icular  s i tua t ion ,  a marr ied  student
wi th  a f ami ly .  I ,  there fore  sugges t ed  a c a sh  allowance for t he
10  mon ths  o f  each year ,  a su i t ab l e  subs t i t u t e  for  the board
and lodging in Graduate Hal l .

His  reply contained star t l ing and discouraging news for
i t  s t a t ed  t ha t  the Rec tor ,  Bishop Shahan and he were of  the
opinion tha t  no exception could be  made s ince  Graduate Hall had
been bu i l t  f o r  the accomodation of  t he se  scholars .

It i s  safe to assume tha t  we were prepared to meet  th i s
s i t ua t i on .  Having rece ived  s t r eng th  and inspi ra t ion  from o the r
p ioneer ing  exper iences  w i th  favorable  dec i s ions ,  Mar i e  and I ,
enumerated a l l  the p lu se s  in our f avo r  a s  we l l  a s  those in be -
hal f  of  the Univers i ty .  In my reply  to Msgr .  Pace we d id  no t
f a i l  to emphasize matur i ty ,  recognized ab i l i t y ,  and my mil i tary
se rv i ce s  for addi t iona l  support .

Psychologically,  t he  K .  o f  C .  award had  created a person-
sona l  ambition of  g r ea t e r  advancement for  me,  including tha t
o f  professorship i n  the f i e ld  o f  economics .  For Marie,  she
v i sua l i zed  the degree of Bachelor o f  Music  in the next years
a t  t he  S i s t e r s  Co l l ege .  There fo re  bo th  were  ca t apu l t ed  i n to  a
po t en t i a l  pos i t ion  o f  f ru i t fu l  cont inuat ion o f  academic work ,
which we hoped would no t  be  den ied .  My response,  carrying sup-
po r t i ve  ye t  reasonable cons ide ra t ions  for thei r  favorable de -
c i s ion ,  ma te r i a l i zed  in a most  gra t i fy ing  terminat ion.  The
l e t t e r  of  July 24th f rom Msgr .  Pace carried the message of  four
more  years  of specia l iza t ion  in Economics.

Wash ing ton ,  D .C .
July 25 ,  1924

Mr .  Constantine J. Fecher
222 N .  Main S t r ee t
Oxford, Ohio

Dear S i r :

In  reply to your le t te r  of July 11 th ,  I wr i t e  to say t ha t  your
s t a t emen t s  have been submit ted  to the  Rector  of the Univers i ty .
He ins t ruc ted  me to inform you tha t  in view o f  the spec ia l  cir-
cumstances  and the considera t ions  which you presented ,  an ex-
ception to t he  usua l  p r ac t i ce  wi l l  be made in your f avo r .  A
cash  al lowance wi l l  be  g iven  you in monthly ins ta l lments  for
10 mon ths  of each scho la s t i c  yea r .

Very truly yours ,
( Msgr . ) Edwain A. Pace
Direc tor  of Studies

We remained in Oxford un t i l  l a t e  in June ,  and a f te r  s e l -
l ing  our limited secondhand furniture to neighbors ,  moving the
piano and a few personal  be longings  we  were  prepared to v i s i t
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her mother .

Cur t ime for l eave- tak ing  arr ived the next day which
prompted a few t ea r s  among a l l ,  bu t  fo r  the  Fa l lon  S i s t e r s ,  t he
depar tu re  o f  Mark was  a downright pa in fu l  one  fo r  he  had  been
the i r  cons tan t  companion the  two yea r s .  Wi th  many promises  o f
re tu rn ing  v i s i t s  (fulfi l led a f te r  our sojourn and re turn  from
Wash ing ton ) ,  we began a p leasant  journey to t he  Nor th .  We were
cons t an t ly  reminding ou r se lves  o f  ou r  good fortune in launching
the program wh ich  we se t  in mo t ion two years  be fo re  . By r eca l l -
ing and recount ing the many exper iences  t ha t  had  been  rewarding
and benef i c i a l  i n  tha t  pe r iod  we were  reminded o f  the f ac t  tha t
perhaps we had reached our goal  of the  half-way mark in adding
substant ia l ly  to our academic storehouse,  ce r t a in ly  we enlarged
our acquaintance w i th  college personnel.

The two months  of Augus t  and September ,  t ravel ing among
our  r e l a t i ve s  and f r iends  i n  the  20 mi l e s  squa re  area provided
the renewal of o ld  acquaintances and necessary relaxation for
the four o f  u s .  My pa ren t s  enjoyed our periodic v i s i t s  who
do ted  much love  and  a f f ec t i on  upon the bab i e s .  Sca rce ly  know-
ing them,  an absence for another four years  would cause  them
much lonel iness .  We had the opportunity of sandwiching a v i s i t
w i th  my mar r i ed  s i s t e r  and  b ro the r  and a few n igh t ' s  v i s i t  w i th
Aunt Rose Lennarts  a t  the o ld  homestead .  Whenever circumstan-
ces  pe rmi t t ed ,  a ha l f -day  v i s i t  w i th  my Unc le  John and Aunt
Anna was  our ob l iga t ion  who had  been my benefactor  on many oc -
cas ions .  Visi t ing t he  fami l ies  o f  he r  three s i s t e r s  added l i t -
t l e  time for serious medi ta t ion  bu t  were days o f  rea l  p l ea su re ,
r eca l l i ng  f ami ly  even t s  o f  the pas t  and the  more r ecen t  ones  of
t*ie pa s t  two yea r s .

The four chi ldren in the  fami ly  of  each s i s t e r ,  cen te red
their a t t en t ion  upon Mark and  h i s  n ine-month  o ld  s i s t e r .  The
conversa t ion  a t  these  fami ly  ga the r ings  were  cha t ty ,  c a sua l ,
o f t en  ung rammat i ca l ,  ou t  i t  r ep re sen t ed  b i t s  o f  l ud ic rous
even t s  o f  an ave rage  Amer ican  f ami ly ,  i n t e rming led  w i th  warmth
and much love .

Three days were  spent w i th  them a t  threshing time on  the
fa rm and three family homecoming picnics wi th  a ga la  one a t  the
Nordenbrock homestead before the summer ended.

We had  hoped to visit  f ami l i e s  in the three par i shes  of
my f i r s t  rural teaching ac t i v i t i e s  but  time did no t  pe rmi t ,
t hus ,  we were l imited to t ha t  o f  Carthagena on ly .  I t  was  d i f -
f icu l t  to choose  the famil ies  to be  visi ted for  so many remem-
bered us  as bride and  groom of 1919 ,  the recipients of  their
gene ros i t y .  News of our presence quickly spread among the
pa ren t s  and the children who upon our approach would s ay ,  "We
were  to ld  tha t  you w i l l  be  back wi th  u s .  Why not?" Meet ing
these  f ami l i e s  reminded us  of t he i r  gene ros i t y ,  goodwi l l ,  and
hea r ty  we lcome  o f  t he  pas t  which t hey  aga in  d i sp layed  upon th i s
v i s i t .  For u s  these  p leasant  renewals  c rea ted  poignant and
moving experiences,

A third area t ha t  we dared no t  overlook tha t  summer was
the  personnel  o f  S t .  Cha r l e s  Seminary,  t he  i n s t i  t u t i on  ad j acen t
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to t he  l i t t l e  . t eacher '  s house  a t  Car thagena .  Ihe s emina r i ans ,
o ld  a s soc i a t e s ,  were  w ide ly  exci ted  to hea r  about the Fe l low-
ship Award.  Each had a hidden wish  t ha t  some day he could a t -
t end  tha t  ins t i tu t ion  since Father  Wagner ,  Father  Kenkel (a
s tuden t  of l a s t  yea r ) ,  and Father  Knapke, current provinc ia l ,
had  been exposed to the philosophy of  that g r ea t  i n s t i t u t i on .
My v i s i t  w i th  these  three professors  was  very  important  in
learning f i r s t -hand  information o f  this famous ins t i tu t ion ;
academic order ,  form, po l i c ies ,  and location of  the school  and
the  surrounding environment .

My in su rance  con t r ac t  w i th  the Staudt  Agency ,  a f f i l i a t ed
wi th  the Royal  Mutua l  Li fe  In su rance  o f  Des Moines ,  had been
continued the pas t  two years wh i l e  at  Oxford.  In reviewing the
record I had been able to underwrite $50,000 o f  l i f e  insurance
during the  pe r iod .  The commission o f  t h i s  product ion supple-
mented our diminishing savings  account but  also allowed us to
ca lcula te  temporarily, our probable monetary reserve a t  the end
o f  the two yea r s .  We had g iven  l i t t l e  thought  to the  f inanc ia l
involvement en ta i l ed  in meeting monetary requirements of a
growing family in the future  un t i l  I was  granted the Four -year
Fellowship. By taking s tock  o f  savings in July 1924 ,  we  found
tha t  by  cont inued f rugal i ty  we could mee t  the  family budget  a t
Leas t  for one yea r .

Throughout the summer months o f  1924 an additional
amount of l i f e  underwri t ing o f  $50 ,000  had been obta ined  in the
rural  area o f  Mercer County .  Genuinely supported by  this  added
increment  our  thoughts  we re  highly b r igh tened  for  a very  suc-
cess fu l  and de l igh t fu l  year i n  Washington i f  we  continued our
usual  p r ac t i ce  o f  economy.

I t  was  no t  easy for u s  to convince  grandmother Norden-
brock  tha t  our trip to Washington ,  a distance of  600 mi l e s ,
should  be made by automobile rather  than by r a i l .  People in
the  Centra l  S t a t e s  knew of  the one road to the Eas t e rn  United
S ta t e s ,  the  Nat iona l  Road .  This  c ros sed  Centra l  Ohio by way
of Cblumbus ,  to Wheeling,  over  the Ohio River and on to Wash-
ington after crossing the Appalachian  Moun ta in s .  Roads had no
rou te  number s ,  c r ea t i ng  no d i f f i cu l ty  i n  the coun t ry ,  bu t  com-
p l i ca t i ons  were  many when enter ing  a c i ty  w i th  no mark ings tha t
pointed no de f in i t e  direct ion to the h ighway.

Traveling in the twent ies ,  a s  I remember the  events  of
our f ive-day journey,  could have been a l i t t l e  l e s s  than a ma t -
ter o f  su rv iva l ,  o r  at l eas t  we could have experienced a break-
down wi th  a week of  detainment somewhere i n  the mounta ins .

We were unaware of overnight accomodations confronting
us  i n  the early twenties fo r  t he  hodge-podge of so -ca l l ed
'Cab ins '  l oca t ed  on the ou t sk i r t s  of a town, and equipped with
secondhand V-shaped bed sp r ings .  These came into service  a f t e r
1930 .  Viewing the twen t i e s ,  many o f  the landmarks by which we
were  haphazardly guided through towns have long s ince  passed
from the s cene .  Today we see few o r  no s igns ,  'Rooms for
Ren t '  along the highways, although i t  was common for  home-
owners  along the searchable ,  hard- to-f ind routes a t  tha t  t ime,
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to offer such accomodations from 50£ to $1 .00  per n igh t  for
lodging .

tourists tody upon the termination of an au to  jaunt  a r e
t empted  to s ay ,  "We s t ayed  in such a lovely  mo te l  l a s t  n igh t .
Do s top  there sometime, i t  i s  an AAA recommendat ion.”

After a number of days of  packing essen t ia l  c lo th ing ,
win t e r  and  summer wear ,  necessary  domestic ar t icles  for l ight
housekeeping and personal a r t i c l e s  i n  a large s ix -by-s ix  foo t
box ,  we shipped the  con ten t s  by f r e igh t  to the Wash ing ton  de-
po t .  A day l a t e r  we were prepared t o  begin our journey on
October 1 s t ,  the  f i f th  anniversary  o f  our wedd ing .  I t  was
truly a d i f f i cu l t  task to bid f a r ewe l l ,  and a hea r tb reak ing
one  for  her  mother  who had obta ined much so lace  t ha t  summer o f
ou r  presence  and pa r t i cu la r ly  tha t  o f  the children. Leave-
taking had  to be  faced and as a ma t t e r -o f - f ac t  pa r t ing  has  been
and st i l l  i s  a pa r t  o f  the l i ve s  of  humans.

At 20 to 25 miles per hour ,  w i th  no impatience,  and a l -
lowing sufficient time for a midday break, the f i r s t  day ' s
journey was pleasant and comfortable .  We ar r ived beyond Colum-
bus  for  the f i r s t  n igh t ' s  l odg ing ,  and near Wheeling for  t he
second .  Due to a de fec t i ve  spr ing  in the auto  t imer ,  ( i gn i t i on
ro t a ry ) ,  we  were delayed a complete day in  at tempting the
Uniontown Mountain,  the f i r s t  wes te rn  range  o f  the Appalachian
Moun ta in s .  Af te r  many unsuccessful  t r i a l s  the defect ive spr ing
was  found and replaced and we cont inued our journey l a t e  in the
afternoon. Within a short  t ime we rea l i zed  we were  in the
mountains and with night  approaching rapidly, we decided to
continue toward Bradock, 20 mi les  beyond, though the night was
ink black beyond the head l igh t s .  No tourist  s ign appeared any-
where  i n  th is  town,  thus  compel l ing  u s  to continue in to  an un -
known r eg ion .

Luckily, a mile o r  two beyond we spied a s i gn  'Overnight
Gues t s '  ; a count ry  frame and log house  o f  four  rooms ,  two up
and  two down, an accomodat ion o f  which we were  happy to accep t .
Having had  no subs t an t i a l  mea l  s ince  noon ,  the middle-aged wi f  e
after learning th i s ,  ins i s ted  to prepare a country s a l ad ,  mea t ,
and bread which we a t e  w i th  gus to .  Our darl ings were we l l  be -
haved  and recognized the s i t ua t i on .

After  a breakfast  o f  f l ap - j acks  and sausage ,  ( t he  hospi-
t a l i t y  o f  t he se  s imple  f a rm fo lks  was  indeed p ra i s ewor thy ) ,  we
were  o f f ,  up ,  and through the  mountains  fo r  a hundred mi l e s ,
and af ter  pass ing through three long tunnels  we a r r ived  in
F ros tbu rg .  The fifth day brought  u s  to the Northwest  Sec t ion
of Washington where we d i l i gen t ly  inquired our way to the
Ca tho l i c  Universi ty  which was  located i n  Brookland ( a  suburb) ,
in the Northeas t  sect ion.

We had no difficulty in arriving there in the early
a f t e rnoon ,  thus  allowing us  time to no t e  the l a rge  complex o f
th i s  i n s t i t u t i on  and dozens o f  re l igious houses a f t i l i a t edwi th
i t ,  including the S i s t e r s  Co l l ege .  We were for tunate  i n  f ind -
ing two furnished rooms for a week within a few b locks  of  the
school and the small business b lock o f  Brookland.
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My v i s i t  w i th  F r .  Kenkle a t  S t .  Charles Seminary during

the  summer had been  extremely impor tan t  for he provided me wi th

the name and address o f  his major  p ro fe s so r .  Dr .  Frank O 'Hara ,

Dean of the  School o f  Economics,  who in r ea l i t y  would be  my

gradua te  major professor  for my doctora te .  F r .  Kenkle had r e -

ce ived  t i is  degree in June o f  1924 and es tabl ished a very  c lose

re la t ionship  w i th  the proressor  and his  w i l e ,  Mrs .  O 'Hara ,  an

Engl i sh  t eacher .  Wi th  l i t t l e  effort  and inquiry, I no t ed  the i r

home was less than  two blocks from our rented rooms.  Therefore

a telephone ca l l  the next morning brought an ins tant  and en-

couraging response to v i s i t  him a s  soon as i t  was  convenient .

Dr .  and Mrs .  O 'Hara  displayed the warmth and graciousness

of Mid-eastern hospi ta l i ty ,  for both had been born and reared

in that  a tmosphere .  Upon entering their home they were eager

to learn about my pas t  ac t iv i t ies  and my f amily since Dr  . Kenkle

had informed them of our coming . Before the day ended I had

been rel ieved by them of many f rus t ra t ions  and poss ib le  ques-

t i onab le  suppositions and wi th  respect  to other  de t a i l s .  A

house  with three rooms on the second floor had been loca ted  and

leased  for a year of Mr .  Duff icy,  the Grand Knight of  the Wash-

ing ton  Chapter of the K .  of C .  Dr .  O’Hara  and I mutua l ly

agreed  my major s tudy should be  in Economics, a f i r s t  minor in

h i s to ry  and a second minor in sociology; While  a tentative re -

search  topic for my doc to ra te  t he s i s  had been d i s cus sed .  S im-

u l t aneous ly ,  I recognized qual i t ies  o f  g rac iousness ,  amiability

and sell  -giving o f  Mrs .  O 'Hara  who voluntar i ly  offered a homey

atmosphere for my fami ly .

In assessing th is  f i r s t  and many subsequent meet ings w i th

these  newly- found  f r i ends  many coun t l e s s  and  mean ing fu l  bene -

f ac t i ons  had  been given us  during ou r  s t ay  in Wash ing ton ;  a

pa ra l l e l i sm  o f  pa ren t a l  r e l a t i onsh ip .  We had to admit we had

a p lus  to s t a r t  w i th  on t he  journey o f  t h i s  Wel l -n igh  i l l u s ion -

ary dream of ou r s .

Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  we had a rude awakening. Af ter  a few weeks

We real ized tha t  al l  living expenses were 25% higher than in

Ohio.  Eggs were $1 .00  a dozen ,  mi lk  a t  25g a qua r t  and com-

parab le  h igher  p r i ce s  fo r  o the r  e s sen t i a l  f oods .  Housing was

scarce  bu t  we  were  fo r tuna t e  in having the second- f loor  double

a t  a nominal r en t a l ,  though a mile f rom the  Univers i ty  this

requi red  the extra cos t  of  an au tomob i l e .

To pursue  our goa l s  similar to tha t  of the pas t  two years

we were compelled to ride the cres t  of the wave of  economy.

The three rooms and smal l  e f f i c i ency  kitchen wi th  the

purchase of a second-hand t ab l e ,  three cha i r s ,  a l a rge  and two

youth beds ,  and a dresser  w i th  a 12x12  looking-glass  on the

top ,  provided l i vab l e  qua r t e r s .  Ou t  s team er-  trunk , carrying my

su i t s  and her  da in ty  wear ing  appare l  in sh ipmen t ,  was  roost con-

venien t  fo r  t he  extra  wardrobe in the apar tment .

Dr .  Frank  O 'Hara ,  bro ther  of Bishop Edwin O 'Hara  was  an

ar res t ing  f i gu re ,  t a l l ,  l e an ,  we l l  bu i l t  w i th  broad shou lde r s ,

aqu i l ine  nose ,  sapphire blue eyes and  a fu l l  cloud o f  smoky-

g ray  ha i r .  In h i s  work  a s  a teacher  he fulf i l led the axiomatic
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expression pe r f ec t l y ,  'To  be  able to l ead  o the r s  a man mus t  bewi l l ing  to go  forward a lone . ’  His  academic training had  beencompleted a t  the Univers i ty  o f  Be r l i n ,  receiving h i s  doc to ra t ein  1904 .

Mrs .  O’Hara ’ s  wa rmth  and gen ia l  kindness o f  her  na tu reshone through her eyes l ike the b r igh tnes s  of an open l i gh t edwindow.  The tone  of  her vo i ce  o f  s imp l i c i t y ,  g r ace ,  and na t -ura lness  was  a pa r t  of he r  bu t  nothing was  mc3re s t r ik ing  i n  ac-cen tua t ing  her  countenance than when she  f l a shed  a quirk  o fIr ish w i t  w i th  the  accompanying l i f e  of  her eye l id s .  She  hadbeen educated a t  the Univers i ty  of Minnesota w i th  a Mis t e r  i nEng l i sh .

The f acu l ty  personnel  of  t he  Ca tho l i c  Un ive r s i t y  rankedwi th  those  of  Harvard, Ya le  and  o the r  d i s t i ngu i shed  in s t i t u -t i ons  o f  l e a rn ing .  In te rms  of  Ca tho l i c  ph i lo sophy ,  Ca tho l i csoc i a l  approach in economic l i f e ,  and the app l ica t ion  o f  moral-i t y  to soc io log ica l  p rob lems  ( i f  one can d i s t i ngu i sh  betweenCatholic  economic and soc i a l  thought  and tha t  of  the  s ecu l a r  andma te r i a l i s t i c ) ,  i t  mus t  be  admi t t ed  Rev .  Dr .  John A .  Ryan andRev .  Dr .  Wi l l i am J .  Kerby must  be  considered ’F i r s t  ' in  theirrespec t ive  d i s c ip l i ne s .  S imu l t aneous ly ,  Rev .  Dr .  Peter  Gu i ldaywas the ou ts tanding  h i s to r i an  of t he  day who was  in g rea t  de -mand a s  a lec turer  throughout the United S t a t e s .  His l ec tu resconstantly s t ressed t he  f ac t  tha t  the cause of  t rue  l i be r ty  a sadvocated by our f i r s t  P re s iden t ,  George Wash ing ton ,  had beenadvanced to a g rea te r  degree by the  Ca tho l ic  Church in Marylandthan by  any  o the r  o rgan iza t i on .  P res iden t  Washington admi t tedtha t  philosophical  thinking had been g rea t ly  influenced a t  thetime by Cardinal  Gibbons .  He ,  as Pres ident ,  s t ead fa s t l ypreached to h i s  a s soc i a t e s  in congress tha t  the cardinal  p r in -ciples of  L i f e ,  L ibe r ty ,  and the Pu r su i t  of Happiness shou ldbe  the foundat ion  s tones  of the cons t i t u t i on .

Dr .  Gu i lday ’  s works  a re  many and monumenta l  and s t i l lconsidered a s  f i r s t -hand  source  ma te r i a l  for h i s to ry  schola rs .I t  was  my good  fortune to have  had  Dr .  O’Hara  and these  threemen di rect ing me in my g radua t e  work .  Wi thou t  exaggerat ion Imus t  s ay  the i r  combined inf luence  (me ta -psych i s i s )  , p a t t e rnedray conduct ;  mora l ly ,  economica l ly  and academica l ly ,  th roughoutmy l i f e .  The re  i s  l i t t l e  doubt  i t  was  a pa r t  of  th i s  ove ra l lindoc t r ina t ion  tha t  supported me in  ray research in t he  f i e ldof hea l th  and  demography o f  Ca tho l i c  Rel ig ious  S i s t e rhoods  fo rthe next  f i f t y  yea r s .

My f i r s t  year o f  g r adua t e  ac t i v i t y  was  devo ted  exc lus ive -ly  to t he  required  courses  in my major s t udy ,  economics ,  andthe  two mino r s ,  h i s to ry  and soc io logy  wh ich  allowed me to d i s -cuss  da i ly ,  research projec ts  fo r  my doc to ra t e  d i s se r t a t i on .In the  f ina l  ana lys i s  my ideas  s l an t ed  toward a hea l th  researchprojec t  o f  American Re l ig ious  S i s te rhoods  s ince  my four  ad-v i so r s  as  we l l  a s  the moral  support o f  the Rec to r ,  BishopShahan ,  were  in sweeping accord  w i th  the  proposed topic chosen .Underlying the considerat ions i n  the se lect ion o f  a very deba t -able and unknown sub jec t ,  there were  manifold reasons for  th ischoice :  1 )  my knowledge o f  Life Insurance Underwrit ing and  i t sa l l i ed  f i e ld  of  hea l th ;  2 )  my acquaintance  w i th  two widely
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known l i f e  insurance  ac tua r i e s .  Dr .  Hoffman of the Prudential

and Dr .  Dublin of the Met ropo l i t an ;  3 )  the easy  access  to com-

pa ra t i ve  da t a  i n  the Bureau of Census under Dr .  Dav i s ,  Chief

S t a t i s t i c i an ;  4}  po t en t i a l  support o f  the  s i s t e r  personnel  a t

the S i s t e r s '  Co l l ege ;  5 )  t he  Ca tho l i c  Univers i ty  a s  the idea l

cen te r  for t he  research of hea l t h  of  the re l ig ious  which had

been con t rovers ia l  for yea r s ;  and 6 )  the a s s i s t ance  o f  pro-

g re s s ive  s i s t e r  s t uden t s  a t  the S i s t e r s  Co l l ege .

A young medical doc to r ,  Anna Denga l ,  had  received per-

miss ion  a t  the time to begin a new foundation of  s i s t e r s ,  known

as  Medical Miss ion  S i s t e r s .  Her en thus iasm in organizing a r e -

l ig ious  community, combining r e l ig ious  l i f e  wi th  the p rac t i ce

o f  medicine a ' F i r s t ' ,  had provided additional support.  Her

endeavor has  grown to an internat ional  community o f  700 women

re l ig ious  in the pas t  50 yea r s .

Having met Fa ther  Ma th i a s ,  the successor o f  my uncle,

Fa the r  Wi l l i am Lennar t z ,  a s  p rov inc i a l  of  t he  Holy  Cross  Mis -

s ion  Seminary in Washington,  he advised me to v i s i t  Dr .  Dengal

fo r  he r  sugges t ions  i n  t h i s  r e sea rch .  Af t e r  d iscuss ing  my topic

a t  some l eng th  w i th  her  we lea rned  ce r t a in  phases  o f  our hea l th

ac t iv i t i e s  wou ld  be i n t e r r e l a t ed ,  s imu l t aneous ly  encouraging roe

to a g r ea t e r  degree in conducting i t .

Unconfi rmed l i t e r a tu re ,  be fo re  1925 ,  descr ibing the  un-

wholesome l iv ing environment o f  re l ig ious ,  monks and nuns ,

b rough t  a nega t ive  response f rom hea l th  au tho r i t i e s  i n  bo th

Europe and Amer i ca .  A sc i en t i l i c  s tudy  on th is  debatable  po in t

induced newspapers  and  magaz ines  to g ive  wide  pub l i c i t y  to t he

proposed s tudy ,  c rea t ing  an i n t e rna t iona l  top ic  fo r  pro and con

d i scuss ion  .

Having decided on  the subject i t  was my du ty  to explore

a l l  avenues  o f  h i s to r i ca l  background o f  hea l th  of  r e l i g ious  in

Europe s ince  none had  been made in  Amer ica .  Di l igen t  and  me t i c -

u lous  research in the  Library o f  Congress  and the Surgeon Gen-

e ra l ' s  on hea l th  studies o f  monks and nuns,  made in France by

Deparc ieux and in Germany by Corne t ,  f l a t l y  contradicted the

hea l th  repor ts  t ha t  had  c i r cu l a t ed  prev ious ly  i n  medica l  jour-

na l s  in Canada and in the United S t a t e s .

Equa l ly  important  in developing the  t he s i s  was  to formu-

l a t e  a method o f  procur ing the neces sa ry  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  f rom

re l ig ious  communit ies  who might be  wil l ing to co-opera te  i n  the

p ro j ec t .  Obviously ,  the mos t  succes s fu l  method of s t imula t ing

the  i n t e r e s t  and co-operation of a Mother  Supe r io r  would be

through a r e fe r ra l  from her r ep resen ta t ive  member s tuden t  a t

t he  S i s t e r s ’  Ool lege  and  a recommendat ion from the Rec to r  o f  the

Un ive r s i t y .  The v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  b i r t h s ,  occupa t ions ,

dea ths  and cause  o f  dea th ,  i f  deceased,  of  each member was on

record a t  the Community House  for  safe-keeping but  not  for pub-

l i c  i n spec t ion .

The Rector  being mos t  co -ope ra t i ve  had urged  the s i s t e r

members  a t  the  col lege  to con tac t  t he i r  Mother  Superiors to

par t ic ipa te  in t h i s  important study. Accordingly, the metho-

do logy  o f  ga ther ing  t he  da t a  was  ve ry  succes s fu l ,  yielding
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r e su l t s  f a r  beyond ray expec ta t ions  and those of my p ro fe s so r s .

Wi th  a reasonable  amount o f  qualified da t a  on  35 ,000  members ,

l iving and deceased for  the  25 year pe r iod ,  1900-1924 ,  ava i l -

ab l e ,  a meaningful  research  p ro j ec t  was  i n - s igh t ,  thus  assur -

ing me u l t ima te  success i n  reaching my goa l .

Our fami ly  l i fe  a t  t he  home o f  Mr.  and  Mrs .  Dufficy was

a dup l i ca t i on  of wa rmth ,  f r i endsh ip ,  and cu l tu r a l  environment

which  we  had enjoyed a t  the Fa l lon  S i s t e r s .  lhe ho l idays  o f

Thanksgiving and Chris tmas  carr ied the tradit ional  I r i sh  cus -

toms wi th  the  old-fashioned Eng l i sh  Plum pudding of f laming

tongues  of f i r e ,  served wi th  hard sauce  a t  the Chr i s tmas  d in-

ne r .

Mrs .  Duf f i cy ,  though born in I r e l and ,  spent her  ea r ly

adolescent  days  a s  a nu r se  in Buckingham Pa lace  in London.

Her f igure  was  t a l l  w i th  ch ise led  and po l i shed  f ea tu re s  o f  typ-

i ca l  I r i sh  s t amp .  Her head o f  coal  black ha i r ,  b lue  eyes ,

beaut i ful  wh i t e  skin and lovely hands accentuated her comeli-

nes s .  As a mother  of two boys ,  ages  10 and 12 ,  her  loveliness

s t i l l  car r ied  the beau ty  o f  her you th .  She ,  l i ke  Mrs .  O 'Hara ,

had the I r i sh  accent w i th  the same l i l t  o f  voice and l i f t  o f

the eyel ids  when rec i t ing  one of her w i t t y  verb iage .  Mark ,

th ree  years  o ld  and Mary Marga re t ,  one and  one-ha l f  yea r s ,  were

a pa r t  of  the Dufficy fami ly  before the end o f  the  year .

As the clock ticked off the hour s  and days the end of

January 1924 ,  the beginning o f  t he  second semes te r ,  a p leasant

and surpr i s ing  sugges t ion  was  p re sen t ed  to Mar i e  by  Mrs .  Duf -

f i cy .  She ,  having learned o f  Mar i e ' s  mus ica l  background and

her des i re  to a t t a in  a degree in mus ic ,  urged her  to enroll a t

the S i s t e r s  Co l l ege  in t he  second  semes t e r .  lb Marie the mean-

ing o f  th i s  s t ep  would be  more than an  enrollment and a degree

for she  was  aware of  the f ac t  t ha t  i f  Ca tho l ic  laywomen were

to  s t and ,  shoulder to shou lde r ,  w i th  men in the fu tu re ,  t he i r

need fo r  knowledge in pa r t i cu l a r  d isc ip l ines  would be equa l ly

as  impor tan t .  Unques t ionably ,  she  f e l t  a pos i t i ve  contr ibut ion

could  be  made by her in mus i c ,  whereupon she  enrol led ,  ye t  no t

overlooking the u l t ima te  goa l  of  a deg ree .  Ibis was  again the

renewal  of  he r  l i f e - l ong  dream o f  an educa t ion  and i t  appeared,

the pa r t s  of the j i g saw puzz l e  were  s t i l l  fal l ing i n to  t he i r

proper s lo t s .

Being aware of ou r  dwindling bank account and the deba t -

able question o f  the extra  academic expenses involved in  pur -

suing a cou r se  i n  mus i c ,  we decided in  f avo r  of  undertaking i t

since we had had f inancia l  challenges in the pas t  which had

been so lved .  How could we ignore th i s  fo r tu i tous ,  yet  never

unpredictable at tainment which to her  was another s tep  fo r -

ward?

Her response  in meeting the extra expenses was ,  " I  wi l l

economize in the  ki tchen,  apply a s  a p ianis t  fo r  a few hours

in the even ing ,  three n igh t s  per week ,  a t  t he  loca l  'Movie

House , ’  ( s t i l l  p i c tu re s ) . "  This was  a few blocks  down the

s t r ee t .  She ,  no doub t ,  had  planned this  in advance for she ob-

ta ined  the posi t ion immedia te ly ,  f o r  a per iod of six mon ths .

In sp i t e  of  our th r i f t  and careful  management t he  do l l a r
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indicator pointed to ’O '  on June 1 s t ,  1925 .

Academically,  t he  f i r s t  year ended harmoniously in Junefo r  I comple ted  the required  credi t  hours  in soc io logy wi th  an -o the r  year to be  devoted to h i s to ry  and two more to economics .My t ime schedule  for  a l l  reading r equ i r emen t s  was  we l l  p l annedfor the  next two years ,  thereby allowing ample time in co l l ec t -ing a l l  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c a l  da t a ,  w i th  ana lys i s  and in t e rp re t a -t i on ,  not overlooking the  wr i t ing  of the t he s i s .  The two ac-tua r i e s  and  Dr .  Davis  o f  t he  Bureau o f  Census  gave  me amplesupport for comparative da ta  and professional adv ice .
Our f i nanc i a l  s t a tu s  encouraged  me to renew my r e l a t i onswi th  the  S taud t  Agency in Canton ,  Oh io ,  who were  eage r  to r e -new my con t r ac t  w i th  Hoyal  Union Mutual  and to forward  thebus iness  through the  o f f i ce .

My previous experiences in salesmanhip and knowledge o fl i f e  i n su rance  wi th  many po ten t i a l  c l i en t s  among f acu l ty  mem-be r s ,  s tudents ,  school employees and local  business  men ,  e f -fec ted  the wri t ing o f  ove r  $100 ,000  l i f e  insurance during thevacation summer of 1925 .

The p i c tu re  t ha t  emerged a t  the beginning o f  the secondscho la s t i c  year  was  mos t  encouraging and  promising . F inanc i a l l y ,we  found my l i f e  underwri t ing during the  summer had  p l aced  ou r  f i -nanc ia l  s t a tu s  i n  ba l ance  and  was fu r the r  augmented by  an a s s i s t an tteach ing  fe l lowsh ip  in economics  a t  $ l ,Q00fo r  the  year,  and a s ec -re ta rysh ip  a t  t he  K.  of C .  Evening Law School a t  $125  per  month  .

The sav ings  account w i th  current income allowed us tomee t  a l l  t u i t i on  expenses a t  t he  S i s t e r s  Co l l ege ,  p r iva t e  l e s -sons i n  piano and p ipeorgan for  Marie a s  we l l  a s  a l l  expensestha t  would be  involved in completing my thes i s .  It was  con-ven ien t  t o  r en t  an apar tment  w i th in  walking dis tance o f  theschool  and employ a g i r l ,  pa r t - t ime  to ca re  for the  ch i ld r en .Since  there was  a need for  a more dependable au to ,  we ba r -te red  t he  o ld  bu ick  fo r  a dodge o f  l e s se r  v in t age .

When considering my progress  on  the  hea l th  research o fs i s t e r s ,  I found, approximate ly  one -ha l f  of t he  neces sa ry  v i t a ls t a t i s t i c s  had  been r ece ived ,  an t i c ipa t i ng  the o the r  ha l f  be-fo re  the end o f  the  yea r .

Since internat ional  i n t e r e s t  had been emanated by thiss tudy,  contacts  had been made wi th  t he  Registrar -General ofEngland,  and hea l th  au tho r i t i e s  in France,  Germany and I t a lyto convey c red ib i l i t y  to the s tudy .  Due to advanced schedu l -ing of  these  f ac to r s  and the professional  adv iceo f  Dr .  Hoffmanand Dr .  Dublin fo r  the  completion of my r e sea rch ,  the doctor-a t e  appeared to be  available in June 1927 .  In addi t ion tothese important  advantages I had the  able  a s s i s t ance  o f  theBureau o f  Census under Dr .  Davis and the  personnel  of the Con-g re s s iona l  Library and the  Surgeon Gne ra l ' s  Of f i ce ,  bo th  domi-c i l ed  in Wash ing ton .

With g rea t  courage  and confidence we approached the
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second  academic yea r ,  unhes i t a t i ng ly ,  r ea l i z ing  t ha t  by  minu te -

ly scheduling our time we could  achieve our goa l  in the next

two yea r s .  If an  unfprseen technica l i ty  should a r i s e  bo th  of

us  had  the ab i l i t y  to mee t  ins tan t  emergencies w i th  i n s t an t

ac t i ons  .

The Reg i s t ra r  a t  t he  Un ive r s i t y ,  having recognized  the

pas t  ins t ruc t ions  of Dr .  Tbwner of  Oxford Col lege s a id  Marie

could fu l f i l l  a l l  the requirements for t he  degree ,  Bachelor  o f

Mus ice ,  in t he  next  two yea r s .  She w i th  her  life-long f r iend

and a s soc i a t e ,  S i s t e r  M. fferguerite o f  the Ursu l ine  S i s t e r s ,

had  pa r t i c ipa t ed  i n  t he  same c l a s se s ,  unde r  t he  t u t e l age  o f  r e -

nowned music professors ;  Dr .  Mrs .  Ward,  P rofessor  Henneman and

Malcolm Boyce .  They rece ived  the  Degree o f  Bachelor of  Music

in  1927  in  the presence o f  our  2\ yea r  o ld  daugh te r ,  Mary  Mar -

ga re t ,  now s i s t e r  Mar i e  Ju l i e ,  who SO yea r s  l a t e r  i s  a member

o f  t he  Brescia Music Faculty w i th  S i s t e r  Margue r i t e .

The respect ive  s i s t e r  communit ies  co-opera ted  and had

forwarded a l l  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  by June 1926 for  the requi re-

ments  of  my doctora te ,  thus wi th  the help of the two ac tua r ies

and  the  Bureau o f  Census  i n  the l a s t  scholas t ic  yea r ,  the da t a

had  been ana lyzed ,  i n t e rp re t ed ,  and compared wi th  the  na t iona l

census o f  white  women in  the Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,

Six important  mor ta l i ty  and l i fe  expectancy t ab l e s  were

formulated for two occupational  groups o f  s i s t e r s ,  t e ache r s

and non- teachers . In analyzing the  death r a t e  we found the

s i s t e r s  had a lower overal l  death r a t e  and a two-year  longer

l i f e  expectancy a s  compared to t he  wh i t e  women. In spi te  of

these  advantages the s i s t e r s  had an excessive high death r a t e

from tube rcu los i s .  Fu r the r  ana lys i s  indica ted  t he  teaching

s i s t e r s ,  proport ionaly 60% of the  s i s t e r  popu la t ion ,  had  con-

s i s t en t ly  h ighe r  dea th  r a t e s  a t  a l l  ages  than the  non- teachers  .

My thes i s ,  the f inal  report of  my r e sea rch ,  was ed i t ed  i n

hook  fo rm,  The Longev i ty  o f  Members o f  Ca tho l i c  Re l ig ious

S i s t e rhoods .  1900-1924 .  Of t he  one  thousand cop ie s  p r in t ed ,

500 were  ma i l ed  to a l l  s i s t e r  communi t i e s  i n  t he  Un i t ed  S t a t e s

and  400 presented  to the  Univers i ty  for d i s t r ibu t ion  t o  Uni -

ve r s i t y  Librar ies  throughout  the United Sta tes  and Europe .

Nationwide publ ic i ty  had  been g iven  to  the  hea l th  f i nd ings ;  a

f ea tu re  a r t i c l e  was  p re sen t ed  i n  Time Magazine  bo th  in European

and American i s sues ,  whi le  ed i to r s  o f  Amer i ca ,  Commonweal ,

Columbia and Bruce Publishing Company were l av i sh  i n  their

p ra i se  of th is  original research p ro j ec t  and considered i t  a

' F i r s t '  i n  the United S t a t e s .

Unti l  t h i s  research had been completed and the final re -

su l t s  publ i shed ,  s t a t i s t i c i ans ,  hea l th  au tho r i t i e s ,  a s  we l l  a s

the  Ca tho l ic  hierarchy and the s i s t e r  communit ies  had been in

doubt of t he  true heal th s t a tu s  o f  re l igious members .  In un-

covering the excessive tubercu los i s  death  ra te  of  the young

teaching s i s t e r s ,  a pos i t i ve  con t r ibu t ion  had been made in the

f i e ld  of  hea l th ,  simultaneously, expanding the ma te r i a l  and

sp i r i t ua l  we l f a r e  o f  the chu rch .  This  cont r ibut ion  was  appar -

ent ly  evident  when I ,  a s  a gues t  speaker,  was inv i t ed  to pre-

sent  my f indings  to the Catholic Educational Assoc i a t i on  o f
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Teachers  in the summer,  t he reby  a l e r t i ng  t he  Mother  Supe r io r sand  the  teaching s i s t e r s  to t he  s cou rge  of t ube rcu los i s .

Wi th in  the  next decade the ma jo r  communi t ies  e rec ted  e f -f i c i en t ly  equipped hosp i t a l s ,  s ana to r iums ,  i n f i rmar i e s ,  andre s t  homes for  the  s i ck  members .  Obvious ly  these  improvedhea l th  f ac i l i t i e s  w i th  more  r i g id  p re - en t r ance  phys ica l  r equ i r e -men t s  p lus  t he  ove ra l l  improvement i n  med ic ine  brought t ube r -cu los i s  under  con t ro l  a s  we l l  a s  t he  comple te  e l imina t ion  o f  i tamong the  young teaching s i s t e r s  by 1940 .

lb have  wr i t t en  o the r  than a l l  t he se  fas t -moving  exper-i ences  o f  our f i ve  years  in co l l ege  one  might  have  mis in te r -p re t ed  t he  ’why '  and ’whe re fo re ’  o f  t he  con ten t s  i n  t he  Pro-logue .  Inev i t ab ly ,  the  comple t ion  o f  t h i s  Epilogue championsthe  t o t a l i t y  of  r ea l  t h ings  and even t s ,  A t  t he  same t ime ,  p ro -viding the  atmosphere t ha t  i t  had g iven  a s  descr ibed  in thePrologue .

Coun t l e s s  de t a i l s  had  to be  completed p rev ious  to the  dayo f  commencement .  Our f i r s t  duty  was to inform ou r  r e spec t ivefami l i e s  upon ach iev ing  ou r  des i r ed  goa l s  w i th  a pe r sona l  i nv i -t a t i on  to be  p re sen t .  Reward ing  and  bene f i c i a l  was  t he  newsof  ou r  g r adua t ion  wh ich  c r ea t ed  ex t reme  happ iness  fo r  theMothe r  o f  Mar i e .  A lmos t  unconsc ious ly ,  t hough  pa r t l y  i n  con-sequence  o f  t he  f ac t  t ha t  he r  daugh te r  had been denied  t h i sgoa l  in he r  you th ,  she  r e so lved  to g race  t he  occas ion  wi th  he rp re sence .  She  had  an t i c ipa t ed  t h i s  happy and  p l ea su rab l e  t r i pfor  many mon ths  s ince  i t  wou ld  g ive  the  added opportuni ty  o fseeing Mark and Mary Margaret  (now 3 years  o lde r ) ,  and to ce l -eb ra t e  the  momentous af fa i r  w i th  u s .

Though a per iod  o f  th ree  yea r s  i s  sho r t  in one ’ s  l i f e -time when considering the pass ing  of t ime ,  the g randmother  hadexperienced many days  of  lone l iness  and worry in the  pe r iod .Agr icu l tu re  had  been in  doldrum since 1925 ,  u l t ima te ly ,  a l l  i n -dus t ry  and  bus iness  experienced the  Depression Era of  1929 .

In r ecogn i t i on  of an  unusua l  even t  in the  h i s to ry  o f  anyun ive r s i ty  a t  t he  time - -conf  err ing s imul taneously  degrees  to ahusband and wife - - the  Washington Sunday Star  a r r anged  fo r  ap i c tu re  i n  i t s  Sunday I s sue  tha t  was  spread  ac ros s  the  f ron tcover  o f  i t s  Photogravure  Sect ion  w i th  th is  cap t ion :  Mr . andMrs .  Cons t an t ine  Feche r ,  bo th  o f  whom rece ived  deg rees  a t  t heCa tho l i c  Un ive r s i t y  on June  15 th .  Mr .  Feche r ,  t ha t  o f  Doc to ro f  Ph i lo sophy  and  Mrs F eche r ,  Bache lo r  of Mus i c .  They have  twoch i ld ren  .

Grandmother  Nbrdenbrock’ s v i s i t  to Wash ing ton  gave  u s  t heoppor tun i ty  o f  fu l f i l l i ng  many o f  he r  dreams in  seeing theCap i to l  C i ty .  Dr .  and  Mrs .  O 'Hara  provided her  comfort  anden te r t a inmen t  i n  the i r  home for t he  week .  In add i t ion  to aPotomac  River  j aun t  t o  Mt .  Vernon ,  we v i s i t ed  t he  Cap i to l ,Whi t e  House ,  Ar t  Cen te r s ,  and  o the r  h i s to r i ca l  p l aces .

Af t e r  a g ra t i fy ing  and  love ly  week in Wash ing ton ,  t he re -by fu l f i l l i ng  her  l i f e - l ong  dreams o f  the  Capi tol  Ci ty ,  she  wasprepared to r e tu rn  by  t r a in  to Oh io .
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The tine had a r r ived  when we were compel led  t o  say 'Fa re -

we l l*  t o  ou r  many d i s t ingu i shed  and in t ima te  f r i ends  fo r  t h i s

l eave t ak ing  demanded recogn i t ion  o f  t he i r  many f avo r s ,  and  ou r

p ledge  o f  future v i s i t s .

To continue my hea l th  research of  rel igious was  more than

a promise  to my major p ro fesso r s  s ince  t hey  were  o f  the opinion

tha t  i t  was  a ' F i r s t*  i n  Amer ica  and  ce r t a in ly  demanded fu r -

the r  s t udy .  I cont inued and expanded the  research  the nex t  50

years .

The many s i s t e r  and  c le rgy  friends who had beenour  c lass

a s soc i a t e s  a t  the  un ive r s i ty  che r i shed  the idea  t ha t  ou r  sons

and  daugh te r s  mus t  a t t end  the i r  academy a t  a l a t e r  da t e ,  s ince

a so r t  of pa ren t a l  r e l a t ionsh ip  had  been es t ab l i shed  wi th  tork

and Mary Margare t .  A la te r  obse rva t ion ,  ten or  more  years

hence ,  confirms the  fu l f i l lmen t  o f  t he se  t en t a t i ve  p romises .

Our f i r s t  t r ip  to Ohio, a week l a t e r ,  was an enjoyable

one  in  an enc losed  Dodge Coupe of l a t e  mode l ,  more horsepower.

I t  had many personal t ravel  conven iences .  The journey of

three  days was  a time o f  sharing our memories o f  the pas t  three

yea r s .  We had  ga ined  s t a tu re ,  now more ma tu re ,  possess ing

many unusual exper iences  t ha t  i n sp i r ed  hopeful  d r eams .  We were

now prepared t o  make ou r  mark  in l i fe ,  i n s t i l l ed  w i th  a f a i t h ,

we could  p rov ide  t he  qua l i t i e s  of a good life fo r  ou r  ch i ld ren .

Returning to the Ohio County a f t e r  a personal  absence o f

f ive  yea r s  we  found many th ings  unchanged  and some d i s t i nc t l y

changed Perhaps the  mos t  r emarkab le  f ac t ,  yet  no t  su rpr i s ing

was  the  f inanc ia l  l o s s  of  t he  two Nordenbrock fa rms  . D imin i sh -

ing returns had  been r egu la r  s ince  the  dea th  o f  t he  f a the r  in

1923 .  The  economy in  t he  U .S .  worsened  in  a l l  i ndus t ry ,  i n -

cluding f inance  af ter  1925 ,  u l t ima te ly  ending in  the 1929  de -

pression .

Frus t ra t ions  in one ' s  l i fe  can easi ly lead to unwise and

of t en  harmful so lu t ions ,  i r respec t ive  of the f i e ld  i n  which

cross-purposes occu r .  Innovations in Ca tho l ic  r e l ig ious  p rac -

t i ce s  before 1965 could  no t  be challenged by  laymen o r  t he

c l e rgy .  Concepts  were  e i t he r  b l ack  o r  wh i t e  and  neve r  had  a

vagueness o f  spir i tual  pe rcep t ion .

A r e l i g ious  difference had  emana ted  in t he  thought and

prac t ice  of one  family member, wi th  my pa ren t s ,  a condi t ion that

would no t  have arisen for ty  years l a t e r ,  following the  Declar -

a t ion  of Vat ican  I I .  Wise or  unwise ,  my small family group

chose  to be neu t r a l ,  thereby a t t empt ing  to equate the differ-

ences bu t  wi thout  success ,  a l though a harmonious rapport had

been  c r ea t ed  w i th  each pa r ty .  The d i f f e rences  had no t  been

solved for  many yea r s ,  causing many anxious moments of  sorrow

fo r  the members  of  the  f ami ly .  U l t ima te ly ,  t he  re l ig ious  i n -

novat ions and  time r e so lved  the  t r auma .

Armed wi th  the inspiration of  professional ism,  i n i t i a t ed

by the  three col lege  p ro fe s so r s :  Dr .  Huebner ,  Dr .  Lovelace

and Dr .  S t evenson ,  and wi th  the po ten t i a l s  of the  Col lege o f

Char tered  Life Underwriter,  I had no o the r  a l ternat ive bu t  to
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devo te  my l i f e  to t he  profession of l i f e  underwr i t ing .  I wasamply p repa red  academica l ly  to t each  and app ly  t he  d imens ionsof profess iona l  l i fe  underwriting to a l l  phases  of  t axa t ion ,f i nance ,  bus ines s  ownersh ip ,  s t a t i s t i c a l  ana lys i s  and  hea l thproblems .

Devoting the  summer mon ths  and the  remaining pa r t  o f  t heyear  1927 ,  to l i f e  underwriting for the  Royal Union--now nolonger  mutual  since i t  had been converted to a s t ock  company —I r ea l i zed  my fu tu re  ca ree r  i n  t he  insurance  i ndus t ry  wou ld  de -mand a l i f e  i n su rance  company of long experience and pu re lymutua l  in cha rac t e r .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,  I chose  t he  New York LifeInsurance  Company o f  New York,  founded in  1842  which had  bo th ,a career  and  re t i rement  contract  for  i t s  r epresen ta t ives .

The posi t ion  of teaching and es tabl i sh ing  a home in agrowing c i ty  was  not overlooked by us .  The ra t iona l  o f  t hesetwo components encouraged us  to choose Day ton ,  Ohio, to be  ourfu tu re  home s ince  the two important  and dec i s ive  fac tors  i nthis  choice  were  the potent ia l  bus ines s  and indus t r i a l  growtho f  t ha t  c i t y ,  and  the  pos s ib i l i t y  of teaching C .L .U .  courses  a tt he  Unive r s i ty  of  Day ton .  Thus ,  I could prepare s tuden t s  fo rthe  degree  o f  Chartered Life Underwr i t e r  and s t imula te  a de-s i r e  for  profess ional ism among them.

A 20-year  con t rac t  w i th  r e t i r ement  pr ivi leges  was  en te r -ed  w i th  New York Life on  February 23 ,  1920  which  in r ea l i t ywas  t he  beg inn ing  o f  a 50 -yea r  l i fe- long course of  action w i ththa t  company. S imu l t aneous ly ,  the teaching  o f  C .L .U .  coursess t  the Un ive r s i t y  ma te r i a l i zed  a few yea r s  l a te r  a f t e r  I r e -ceivied t he  degree  of  C .L .U .  f rom the Col lege  of  Char te red  LifeUnde rwr i t e r  i n  1931 .

The yea r  1929 ended wi th  more than dramatic ac t i on  forthe  Depression- -cove  r ing  more  than  a ha l f -dozen  yea r s— exer t edmore  i n t ense  f l uc tua t ions  of  upswings  and downturns  on  ce r t a inbus ines se s  a s  compared to o the r s .  Life Insurance  Underwr i t ingusua l ly  ca r r i e s  a lag of, t h r ee  t o  four  years wh ich  was  a de f -i n i t e  advantage for me in  the next  f ive years .

We were  b les sed  w i th  a son ,  Con John J r .  on December 31,1928 .  His mo the r  was of  the  opinion tha t  one  o f  her sonsshould carry my Chr is t ian  name in honor of my accomplishments .

My Life Insurance production of over  $200,000 qualifiedme for  our f i r s t  New York Life Ibp Club Convention, held a tBr ia rc l i f f  Lodge on  the  Hudson R ive r .  This  was  our f i r s t  bus -ines s  con tac t  with Home Office Personnel ,  to be remembered a l -ways  for i t  encouraged me to r epea t ,  annua l ly ,  th is  two weekcompulsory vacat ion period by qual i fying fo r  t he  conven t ionannually fo r  t he  next th i r ty  yea r s .

Our bank account j u s t i f i ed  an  inves tment  i n  a new DodgeCar in February 1929 ,  S imul taneous ly  we were encouraged to con-t r ac t  for a home in Oakwood in Ju ly  of t ha t  same  yea r .
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1930-1939  In t e rva l

The decade ,  1930-1939 ,  u she red  in t he  Grea t  Depression o f

1929  l i ke  a l i on  i n  i t s  wake ,  l eav ing  widesp read  bankrup tcy  i n

banking  and  indus t ry ,  de s t roy ing  soc i a l  commi tmen t s  and  c r e -

a t ing  un to ld  suf fer ing  among the e lde r ly ,  Dayton had been  the

c rad l e  of  Bui ld ing  and  Loan Assoc i a t i ons ,  ou t  of a t o t a l  o f  21 ,

on ly  s even  were  able t o  coun te rac t  t he  po l i t i c a l ,  l ega l  and

f inanc i a l  shys t e r s  who, fo r  f i nanc i a l  ga in ,  w i shed  to  des t roy

these  o rgan iza t i ons .  Th i s  i s  no t  to s ay  the t rue  p ro fe s s iona l

members gave  t he i r  b l e s s ings  t o  t he se  double-deal ing s chemes .

Indeed ,  t r u s twor thy  members were  p rogres s ive ly  a t t empt ing  to

de fea t  the ac t i ons  of  t hese  man ipu la to r s .

In examining my record  o f  l i f e  underwrit ing I f ind  1935

was  t he  mos t  depressing yea r ,  wh ich ,  no doub t ,  had been due  to

severe  unemployment and d iminish ing  cu r r en t  income of  t he  ma-

jo r i t y .  This  depress ing s i t ua t i on  had  been fu r the r  agg rava t ed

by  the  gove rnmen t ,  evoking a mora to r ium of a l l  withdrawal  s f rom

saving  accoun t s  and l i f e  insurance va lues .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,  I had

been in  a pos i t i on  to r each  the goa l  of  $200 ,000  o f  wr i t t en

bus ines s  annua l ly ,  including 1935  t thereby  qua l i fy ing  fo r  t en

club convent ions  for t he  1930-39 pe r iod .  These mee t ings  had

been sponsored by  New York L i f e  i n  va r ious  s ec t i ons  o f  the

Un i t ed  S t a t e s  and  Canada :  Quebec ,  Ban i f f ,  Los  Ange le s ,  Co lo r -

ado  Sp r ings ,  Miami ,  e t c .

Due to  i nc rea sed  economic g rowth  gene ra l l y ,  i n f l a t i on  and

new bus ines s  e s t ab l i shmen t s  i n  t he  l a s t  years  of  t h i s  pe r iod ,

c lub  r equ i r emen t s  had  been inc reased  to $400,000 o f  wr i t t en

bus ines s  annua l ly .  S imu l t aneous ly ,  my bus ines s  s t a tu s  i n  t he

community  had  been p rog re s s ive ly  enhanced ,  e s t ab l i sh ing  i t  on

a p ro fe s s iona l  ba s i s  by rece iv ing  the  C .L .U .  Degree  f rom the

College o f  Char t e red  Life  Unde rwr i t e r s  in 1931. A l so  community

p re s t i ge  by  in t roducing  C .L .U .  cou r se s  a t  t he  Un ive r s i t y  o f

Day ton  in  1932 .  I canno t  d i s coun t  t he  impor t ance  o f  a t t end ing

these  club convent ions  for  t hey  were  gea red  to soc i a l ,  a ca -

demic and  p ro fe s s iona l  ma t t e r s  and  conduc ted  in con junc t ion

wi th  Home Office Personne l  fo r  two weeks o f  p ro fe s s iona l  o r i en -

t a t i on  .

Acco rd ing ly ,  when reviewing the  enumerable  amen i t i e s  r e -

ce ived ,  fo s t e r ing  pe r sona l  and  permanent  f r iendsh ips  na t i on -

wide ,  crea t ing va luab le  con tac t s  w i th  Home Of f i ce  men ,  and  a s -

suring a knowledge of  the  techniques of  thei r  depa r tmen t s ,  we ,

indeed cou ld  no t  be r emis s  i n  neglec t ing  ou r  indebtedness  to

a l l  who supported u s  i n  achieving  the se  goa l s .

Highly un l ike ly ,  t he re  wou ld  be l e s s  ac t i v i t y  i n  the

f i e ld  of  mus i c  by Mar ie  who had been so c l ea r ly  i nvo lved ,  l i f e

long ,  i n  t h i s  endeavor .  As ton i sh ing ly  and su rp r i s ing ly ,  t he

b i r t h  o f  a new baby ,  a go lden -ha i r ed ,  b lue -eyed  g i r l ,  Ju l i e

Mar i e ,  born 1930 ,  did not  de t e r  t he  mother  i n  o rgan iz ing  her

f i r s t  ch i l d r ens ’  mus i c  c l a s s  — two o f  her  own and four  i n  t he

neighborhood-  in May 1932 .
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Receiving the  degree in music  in 1927  was  on ly  a p re ludeto more  o f  he r  accompl i shments  and honors  in t h i s  f i e ld .  Shehad  been awarded an  e igh t  -week mus i ca l  scholarship  t o  the  Par i sConservatory i n  France 1933 ,  and  one  to the Royal  Conservatoryin  Leipzig 1935 ,  by t he  Progress ive  Musical  Organizat ion o fS t .  Lou i s .  In France there  were personal  con tac t s  w i th  threein t e rna t iona l  t e ache r s ;  Al f red  Cor to t ,  Wanda Landowski , andNadea Bou lange r ,  wh i l e  the  Conserva tory  a t  Leipzig provided:Rober t  Teichmeller ,  and Gi se l a  Tiedke who were  equally no t ab l e .
Wi th  the background o f  European t r a in ing ,  the DaytonRadio s t a t i on ,  WHIG in  September 1935 inv i ted  her to a r rangefo r  a 30-minute ,  9 :00  A.M.  Junior Musical Appreciation T .V .Show, u t i l i zng  her  pup i l s  a s  demons t ra to r s ,  one o f  which wasour  four -year  o ld  daugh te r ,  Ju l ie  Mar i e .  Wi th in  t he  next  f iveyea r s ,  Julie Marie  w i th  addit ional  tu tor ing  from FlorenceTrumbull o f  Ch icago ,  performed a two-piano rec i t a l  of  Mozar tSona t a  in G Majo r  in C inc inna t i  Music Hall wi th  her  t e ache r .
The administration a t  the University o f  Dayton did notover look  the poss ib i l i ty  of introducing some cultural coursesin  193B,  one  of which  was  a major i n  mus i c ,  d i r ec t ed  by Mrs .Fecher  . One o f  her  pup i l s ,  Richard Skapik wi th  addi t iona lt r a in ing  a t  t he  Ju l iard  School o f  Mus ic  developed a s  a concertp i an i s t  a few years  l a t e r .

Our  two col lege-born chi ldren had reached h igh  schoolage ;  Mark enter ing S t .  Jo seph ' s  Academy a f t e r  a year a t  Day tonCa thed ra l  La t in  Schoo l ,  and  I'fary Marga re t ,  t he  Academy a t  MapleMount ,  Ken tucky .  Both  o f  these  i n s t i t u t i ons  were being con-ducted  by  our  former a s soc i a t e s  and  f r iends  a t  Ca tho l i c  Uni -ve r s i t y .  Cons tan t  communication w i th  them in the i n t e rmi t t en tyea r s  a ided  us  i n  remembering ou r  promises  wh ich  had  been  madea decade  ea r l i e r .

During the l a s t  half  of  th i s  period,  September 23 ,  1936 ,our  youngest  son ,  Roger James was  bo rn .  The preceding summermonths  represen ted  no challenge for  Marie and ,  indeed  no t  forme since Hotel  Cornado, Cal i fornia ,  was  the des igna ted  spotfor the  yea r ' s  Club Convent ion.  This  coincidence of  even t sencouraged  us  to enjoy an au to  trip to the Wes t  by  way o f  Yel-lows tone ,  the Columbia R ive r  Highway,  w i th  a week a t  Pa rad i seVa l l ey  on Mt .  Ran ie r .  Ihe t r ip  down the California coas t  a l -lowed us  to v i s i t  many Mis s ion  Cen te r s ,  even tua l ly  a r r i v ing  a tt he  Club Convention in ear ly  September .

1940-1949  In te rva l

Af t e r  a t t a in ing  ce r t a in  goa l s  in l i fe  we  a t t empted  amove ,  one t ha t  i s  the  ambition o f  many;  the  undertaking of  achange  in  our l i f e - s ty l e .  We had  neve r  l o s t  ou r  l ove  for  t heland tha t  we had  known in  ou r  you th .  There were  ce r t a in  ruralv i s ions  t ha t  our ances to r s  had  in s t i l l ed  which  we could  no tfo rge t :  respect  fo r  t r ee s ,  t h ings  w i ld  and f r ee ,  the na tu ra lbeau ty  of  t he  morning sun ,  t he  evening  sunse t ,  and the  s t a r sin  t he  sky .
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To accomplish th i s  and to renew the  p leasan t  experienceso f  t h i s  ea r ly  rural  living we  purchased  a 100 acre  farm on  Swi-ga r t  Road ,  10  mi l e s  from downtown Day ton .  Th i s  proved to be  ami l e s tone  i n  t he  l i f e  o f  ou r  f ami ly  s ince  t h i s  fo rward  s t epcombined conven iences  and  se rv i ce s  o f  urban l iv ing  w i th  s imp le ,na tu ra l ,  and  God-crea ted  env i ronment .

The farm had  guarded an o ld  red-brick and s tone fa rm-house  of t en  rooms,  bu i l t  i n  1845 ,  had s tood  p roud ly  for 100yea r s ,  and  was  prepared t o  provide she l t e r  for  ano the r  cen tu rywi th  a l i t t l e  addi t iona l  loving ca re .  A number of  po t en t i a lbuye r s ,  appa ren t ly ,  we re  o f  the opinion i t  would  neve r  be l ivedin  again since i t  had been abandoned for  s eve ra l  yea r s .  Notso ,  were  our thoughts  and those  who could  reca l l  many childhoodmemories of  p l ea san t  happenings w i th in  i t s  wa l l s .  These twocontingencies assured us an  unconditional purchase  to the  cha -grin of o the r  would-be  purchasers .

The o ld  house  was  innocent  o f  wir ing  a s  i t  was o f  plumb-ing and  cen t r a l  hea t i ng .  Fo r tuna t e ly ,  the  o r ig ina l  she l l  o f13"  wa l l s  had  never  been d i s tu rbed ,  allowing us  t o  i n s t a l l  a l lrequ i rements  for  comfor t ,  and  a t  t he  same t ime adhere  to s im-p le ,  s t r a igh t - l i ne  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  de s ign ,  i n s ide  and ou t .Luck i ly ,  r u r a l  e l ec t r i f i c a t i on  reached the a r ea  in 1940 ,  t husproviding us w i th  the u se  o f  e l ec t r i c i t y ,  a s t oke r  coal  fu r -nace ,  and an  i dea l  plumbing a r r angemen t ,  suppor ted by  f ree  run-n ing  spring wa te r  i n  a ba semen t  room.  In  u t i l i z ing  an i n f in i t enumber o f  boa rd - f ee t  o f  wa lnu t  lumber f rom g ra in  b in s  and  bamsiding fo r  room pane l ing ,  re f in ish ing  o ld  a sh  f l oo r s ,  and  open -ing unused  f i rp l aces ,  we comple ted  the  e s sen t i a l  f ac i l i t i e s .
A combinat ion music  and fami ly  room 16  x 32 ,  sp l i t - l eve l ,ca thed ra l  de s ign  was  added in  1944  (our  25 th  wedding ann ive r -sa ry ) .  Wa l l s  we re  bu i l t  of  foundat ion  s tones  f rom the  o ldba rn .The upper s t ruc tu re  y ie lded  the  room ' s  hand-hewn cei l ing beamsandwa l l  panel ing , wh i l e  t imbe r s  from ho r se  s t a l l s  provided  thejambs and doo r s .  This room acquired a most  sophis t ica ted a i rw i th  i t s  two en t r i e s  o f  three  descending s t eps  to the  marblef loo r  be low,  i t s  huge f i r ep l ace ,  and la rge  bay window.  Alsowas  enhanced by the s a lvaged  marb le  f rom the  o ld  ' S t r and  Cin -ema' in Day ton .

The era of living on the farm and  i t s  encompassing ac-t i v i t i e s  e t ched  a specif ic  impact  on  each member o f  the f ami ly .For the  reader to fu l ly  comprehend the  meaning o f  th i s  changeof l i fe-s tyle  upon a l l  members, permit each to respond.  Mark :
Having had the  opportunity o f  renovating and a s s i s t i ngin  minor cons t ruc t ion  of  the house  and f a rm,  performingta sks  t ha t  demanded punctua l  and  culminating adherence ,ca re  o f  l i ve s tock ,  manipula t ing  farm too ls  and o the ra s s ignmen t s ,  demons t r a t ed  to me the d igni ty  o f  workwhich in turn spurred me to fol low the  profession o fsu rge ry .  A Fel lowship  a t  Roswe l l  Memorial and one a tLahey C l in i c  i n  Bos ton  gave  me the  oppor tun i ty  o f  a s s i s t -ing  i n  i n t r i ca t e  su rg i ca l  c a se s ,  one  o f  which  was  t ha tof  Sir  Anthony Eden o f  Eng land .  Even tua l ly ,  I qua l i f i edas  a member o f  the Diplomat Board of  Surgeons and  a
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Fel low o f  t he  Co l l ege  o f  Su rgeons .  Tbday,  my sons and
daugh te r s  have  the oppor tun i ty  o f  experiencing a s imi l a r
l i f e - s ty l e  on  a 250 acre farm nea r  Knoxv i l l e ,  Tennes see .

Mary Marga re t  - (S i s t e r  Mar i e  Ju l i e ,  Ur su l ine  S i s t e r )

Pe r sona l ly ,  I have  l i t t l e  to con t r i bu t e  to the  meaning
of  l i f e  on  t h i s  f a rm s ince  t he  t ime  of  i t s  pu rchase  co -
c ided  wi th  t ha t  o f  my commi tment  a s  a member to t he
Ursu l ine  S i s t e rhood  in  1941  . However ,  t he  one  yea r  on
the  farm provided an  i dea l  environment  fo r  me in  con-
t empla t i on ,  r e f l ec t i on ,  and  concen t r a t i on  on sp i r i t ua l
t h ings ,  inheren t  i n  t he  ded ica t ed  profess ion  I was  about
to cons ide r .  Cons t an t ly  and  equa l ly  impres s ive ,  I had
exper ienced the  meaningful  l i f e - s ty l e  o f  Ken tucky  rura l
people  i n  my con tac t s  w i th  t hem.  Th i s  per iod  was  ve ry  mark -

l ed  a s  a mus i c  teacher  and pa r i sh  o rgan i s t .  Af t e r  the
Dec la ra t i on  o f  Vat ican  I I ,  a l lowing s i s t e r s  more  s e l f -
exp re s s ion ,  I had the  oppor tun i ty  o f  spending many days
on th i s  f a rm annua l ly ,  and  have no ted  i t s  bene f i c i a l
and conducive e l emen t s  of  r e l ax ing  labors  o f  love among
the  fami ly  members including members  o f  t he  second gen -
e ra t i on ,  who a r e  now enjoying farm l i f e

Con John J r :

Moving to t he  f a rm a t  age  12  I no t ed  how ru ra l ,  co-
ope ra t i ve  fami ly  ac t i v i t y  tended to s t r eng then  fami ly
bonds .  These down- to -ea r th  f a rm experience gave  me a
sense  of  independence add  se l f - r e l i ance ,  wh i l e  a t  t he
same t ime  a l l  were tempered by  f ami ly  soc i a l  so l i da r i t y ,
t hus  demons t r a t ing  t he  o ld  ax iom:  a l l  fo r  one and  one
fo r  a l l .  How did ru ra l  l i v ing  i n f luence  me a s  an  adu l t ?
Many ru ra l  problems demanded r e sou rce fu l  and  qu i ck -
th ink ing  dec i s ions  t ha t  p r epa red  me to u t i l i z e  s imi l a r
t echn iques  i n  t oday ’ s  den t i s t ry  and  in  f inanc ing  va r ious
bu i ld ing  p ro j ec t s  w i thou t  s t r e s s  o r  s t r a in .  There had
been no obs t ac l e s  w i th  r e spec t  to i so l a t i on i sm,  no
sca rc i t y  o f  soc ia l  and  cu l tu r a l  con tac t s  and  l ack  of
educa t iona l  f ac i l i t i e s .  Ease  o f  communica t ion ,  t r ans -
po r t a t i on ,  and  f i nanc i a l  r e sou rces  o f  f ami ly  p rov ided
the  bene f i t s  o r  urban l iv ing  even  to a g r ea t e r  degree
in  t h i s  env i ronmen t .  I wou ld  be  remiss  i f  I f a i l ed  to
po in t  ou t  t ha t  I can  perform more qu ick ly  and e f f i c i en t ly
chal lenging cases  of  r econs t ruc t ive  den t i s t ry  due to
th i s  ea r ly  t raining in mechanical  dev i ce s .  I r ece ived
the D .D .S .  degree from Marque t t e  Univers i ty  i n  1954 .

Roger  James:

When asked wha t  mo t iva t ed  me to devo te  my t ime  and
energy  l a t e r  to ma in t enance  o f  f ac i l i t i e s  and bu i ld -
ings ,  budget ing  and f inancing o f  two co l leges :  Ca l -
umet  of Chicago and  S t .  Norbe r t ’ s  a t  Green Bay ,  t he
under ly ing impe tus  r ea l l y  da t e s  back to my you th  a f t e r
age  4 on  t he  farm when I had  c lo se  dai ly  contac t  w i th
the  f ami ly  t o  comple te  t he  s imple  da i l y  chores a s s igned ,
and  to t he  academic a tmosphe re  o f  mus i c  and  a r t ,  f inance
and  bus ines s  w i th  Fa the r  and  Mothe r .
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I can c lo se  my eyes  now and  see  eve ry  move o f  f a the r  and
mothe r  i n  shaping the  100-yea r  o ld  b r i ck  s t ruc tu re  w i th
the  add i t i ona l  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  c a thed ra l  mus i c  room,  to
conform to t he i r  idea  of  a l i v ing  museum of comfor t ,
cu l tu r e  and  t r ad i t i on .  This  ph i losophy was  g rea t l y  aug -
men ted  by a Chicago f r i end  of Mothe r ’ s  ( a  maiden  lady o f
50 yea r s ) ,  who a f t e r  v iewing the env i ronmen ta l  po t en t i -
a l i t i e s  o f  t h i s  ru r a l  s e t t i ng  s a id ,  ’ ’This  i s  t he  i dea l
p l ace  for  a l l  of my f a the r ’ s  an t iques  ( s to r ed  for  the
pas t  20 yea r s ) ,  a s  my cont r ibu t ion  to your endeavor ,  i f
you wi l l  a ccep t  t hem.”  This  uncommon offer  was  a r e -
markab le  one  i n  an odd way bu t  she  was  mindfu l  of t he
fac t  t ha t  he r  k indness  was  p rov id ing  her an  exce l l en t
g ra t i f i c a t i on  i n  fu l f i l l i ng  her  f a the r ’ s  w i shes ,  s imu l -
t aneous ly ,  bestowing her personal  keepsakes  upon a dea r
f r i end ,  (my mothe r ) ,  whom she  dea r ly  l oved .  As  long a s
I c an  r emember ,  I da r e  s ay  w i th  g rea t  humi l i t y ,  t ha t
mo the r ' s  pe r sona l i t y  a t t r ac t ed  many s ince re  l i f e - long
f r i ends  who remembered he r  w i th  personal  e f f ec t s  t h rough-
ou t  he r  l i f e .

When I was  14 yea r s  o ld  I had  t he  des i re  to p repa re  for
the  min i s t ry  wh ich  I comple t ed  i n  1962 .  Due to many r e -
l i g ious  i nnova t ions  a f t e r  Va t i can  I I ,  I dec ided  to combine
re l i g ious  e f fo r t s  w i th  f i nanc i a l  p rob l ems  o f  co l l eges
d i r ec t ed  by  r e l i g ious  communi t i e s .  Economies  and  you th fu l
t r a in ing  f rom my pa ren t s ,  supp lemented  by academic  cou r se s
in  bus ines s  and  admin i s t r a t i on  were  the de t e rminan t s  t ha t
a ided  me in  so lv ing  some of t he  f i nanc i a l  cha l l enges  of
these  co l l eges .  The degree  of  Ph .D  in Bus ines s  Admin i s -
t r a t i on  was  g ran t ed  me a t  Ind iana  Un ive r s i t y  i n  1970 .

Ju l i e  Mar ie  (Feche r )  Z ink ,  (w i f e  of  Wi l l i am H . Zink , D . D . S . )

I cons ide r  the change  of  environment  i n  my ea r ly  l i f e
f rom urban to ru ra l ,  a mos t  s ign i f i can t  f ac to r .  I t
f o s t e r ed  a genuine ea r thy  s t a t e  of  l iv ing  t ha t  p romoted
unique f r eedom for  t hough t  and  ac t i v i t i e s .  Th i s  f r ee -
dom once  found  express ion  when I was  a f reshman in  co l l ege .
The ' f a rm  move '  was  t he  sub j ec t  o f  an e s say  wh ich  r e -
ce ived  recogni t ion  and  l a t e r  mer i t t ed  pub l i ca t i on  -

Where  Seven Hea r t s  a r e  Young and  Gay ,  Fami ly  D iges t ,
April  1949 .

. . . I t  was  t he  tu rn ing  po in t  of  ou r  l i ve s .  Jus t
yes t e rday  we  had  packed  eve ry th ing  from the  b ig  g rand
piano  to t he  red t r i cyc l e  in t he  mass ive  moving van .
We were  moving to t he  coun t ry  to be  ' c i t y  f a rmer s '  . . .
. . . He who owns the l and  b rea thes  t he  a i r  of  a f r ee
man .  Through indus t ry  and  th r i f t  our  ac re s  have  be -
come fo r  t he  en t i r e  f ami ly  a sac red  he r i t age .  They
a re  t he  corners tone  of  ou r  freedom and the  gua ran t ee
o f  many th ings ;  s ecu r i t y ,  a l ove  o f  na tu re  and  respec t
fo r  t he  g i f t s  o f  God ,  a t r ue  phi losophy o f  work ,  and
fo remos t ,  f ami ly  un i ty .

Now th ree  decades  l a t e r ,  one  o f  our  f i ve  g i r l s ,  t he  10
yea r  o ld  knows the  same exh i l a r a t i on  o f  l i v ing  c lo se  to
na tu re ,  t he  mag ic  o f  i t s  changes ,  and  the  demands i t  makes
on a l l  c r ea tu re s  for  su rv iva l .  Her twink l ing  brown eyes
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t e l l s  u s  she  r e l i shes  t h i s  ' f a rm  ven tu re ' .

In 1964  the  happenings  of p rov idence  combined wi th  t he
t r i cks  o f  Fa t e  prompted the Z ink  fami ly  to l i ve  on  t he
homes t ead ,  a f t e r  my Mathe r ’ s  dea th .  We f ind  ourse lves
now wi th  ano the r  gene ra t i on ' s  ' l i f e  s t o ry ’  on  t he  same
s t age .  Th i s  t ime  we add  one  devoted  g rand fa the r ,  ano the r
se t  o f  loving pa ren t s ,  and  f ive  daugh te r s .  Ibday'  s a c t s
a r e  a new scene ,  bu t  we  draw heav i ly  on the  same bas i c
phi losophies  t ha t  were e tched  in t he  l i ve s  o f  those pro-
t rayed  he re in ;  devot ion to f ami ly ,  l ove  o f  ne ighbor ,  and
dedica t ion  to making the  wor ld  a b i t  be t t e r  because  we
have touched i t .

A g raves tone  o f  John McCla in ,  t he  o r ig ina l  owner o f  the
land in 1812 r e s t s  by the  ga rden ' s  p icket  fence  and under
hal f -grown l i l a c  s ap l ings .  I t  i s  inscr ibed thus :

Here l i e s  the remains  o f  John McLane,
who died October  21s t ,  1848 ,  aged
e igh ty - th ree  years  and e leven mon ths .

Let no one d i s tu rb  my humble  co t ,  nor
break my peaceful  r e s t ,

Ti l l  corrupt  ea r th  shal l  be  no more ,  and
sa in t s  be  con t inuous ly  b l e s t .

R . I .P ,  John McCla in ,  for  we  have  found the same  b l e s sed
so l i t ude  he re  amid the  tu rmoi l  of  l i f e ' s  da i l y  p rob lems .  We,
too ,  w i l l  fo l low you to humble  r e s t ,  and o the r  gene ra t i ons  w i l l
t ake  the  fo re f ron t  on  t h i s  s ame  s t age  w i th  a new se t  o f  p rops .

Wi th  t h i s  background of t hough t  o f  each member one can
specu la t e  on  t he i r  f u tu re  ac t i v i t i e s  and  accompl i shmen t s  wh ich
had  been  va r i ed  and  mirrored i n  t he  1940-1949  in t e rva l .  Omi t -
t ing  t he  chrono log ica l  pos i t i on  o f  each happening I w i l l  refer
to each a s  i t  occurred i n  t he  pa r t i cu l a r  decade .

My pa r t - t ime  teach ing  a t  t he  Un ive r s i t y  w i th  Li fe  Unde r -
wr i t i ng  had  been  academica l ly  f ru i t fu l ,  economically ve ry  p ro f -
i t ab l e  and ve ry  rewarding,  qual i fy ing fo r  ten c lub  convent ions
a t  ve ry  des i rab le  vaca t ion  spo t s :  Sun Va l l ey ,  Mackinack I s -
l and ,  Sulphur Sp r ings ,  Palm Spr ings ,  e t c .

On February 23 ,  1948 ,  (my 20 th  anniversary  w i th  New York
Li f e ) ,  in  recognit ion of  my cont r ibut ion  to t he  Company and to
the  'Cha r t e red  Life Underwri t ing Profess ion; '  t he  Company p re -
sen ted  me wi th  a go ld  wa tch ,  a 'L i f e  Club Membersh ip*  r i ng ,
and  a t es t imonia l  dinner a t  the  Home Of f i ce .  On th i s  occas ion
I informed the Company of  another  t en  yea r s  of underwr i t ing
ac t iv i t y  .

Mar i e ,  res igning a f te r  two years  a t  the Univers i ty  of
Day ton ,  e s t ab l i shed  mus i c  c l a s se s  a t  t he  E .D .  Smi th  E lemen ta ry
School  i n  Oakwood,  and  two groups  o f  p r iva t e  mus i c  s tuden t s  a t
Wr igh t -Pa t t e r son  Air  Force Base ;  Wives  of  Army Of f i ce r s ,  and
one  of  the ch i ld r en .  She ,  w i th  more ma tu r i t y ,  mus i ca l  exper i -
ences  i n  Europe and  Na t iona l  Mus ica l  con tac t s ,  had  made he r
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greatest contribution to musical excellence in this decade.
Pages in the large Family Book carries many printed musical
programs of her students who had executed works of Chopin,
Beethoven, Mozart and other composers. It was in this decade
that her daughter, Julie, at the age of 10, performed the
Mozart Sonata at the Cincinnati Music Hall.

10 0ebn:n|
SSMI'idl

.aay 25, 1956.

Thank you so much for your letter. I was

delighted to hear from you again. I saw (Jattell
quite recently in Bigland and was asking him about

you. He told me wiiat a success you have been

making of your new task.

I send you every good wi i. If you ever

come to this country, I hope that you will let me
know.

Er. Mark P. Fecher, M.D.

Letter  from Sir  Anthony Eden
Prime Minister of England
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Upon comple t ing  h i s  med ica l  t r a in ing  a t  S t .  Louis  Med ica l
Schoo l ,  ou r  son  Mark mar r i ed  a f i ne  he lpma te ,  Lorraine Seboeck
of  S t .  Lou i s ,  served ove r seas  du ty  fo r  a year  i n  Japan where
the i r  daugh te r ,  Margare t  Ann ,  was  bo rn .  Upon d i scha rge ,  he  and
Lor ra ine  ( she  was  prepared to go  t o  the end  o f  the  lane  w i th
h im) ,  spen t  f i ve  yea r s  i n  g radua t e  work in vascu la r  and cance r
su rge ry ,  a s  a Fel low a t  Roswel l  Cancer Resea rch  In s t i t u t e ,  and
a year  a t  t he  famous Lahey C l in i c  in Bos ton .  Because  o f  the
e f f i c i en t  Lahey Surgery ,  S i r  Anthony Eden ,  Prime Min i s t e r  o f
Eng land ,  des igna ted  t h i s  C l in i c  to perform h i s  pa r t i cu l a r  com-
plex  surgery i n  Bos ton .  Dr .  Richard  Cat  t e l l ,  C l in ic  Head
Surgeon a t  Lahey,  and Mark,  h i s  F i r s t  Ass i s t an t ,  comple ted  t h i s
succes s fu l  spec i a l i za t i on .

Academic work in  co l l ege ,  h igh  s choo l ,  and e l emen ta ry
chal lenged the  o the r  fou r .  S i s t e r  Mar i e  Jul ie  ( an  Ursu l ine
s i s t e r ) ,  s imi l a r  to her mo the r ,  t augh t  p r iva te  mus ic  g roups  and
he ld  the  pos i t ion  of o rgan i s t  and cho i r  d i rec tor  i n  rura l  Ken-
tucky pa r i shes .  Con J r .  completed four h igh school  yea r s  a t
S t .  Jo seph ’ s  Academy and  four years  pre-med a t  t he  Un ive r s i t y
o f  Dayton .  Ju l ie  Mar i e  commuted to Julienne High School  fo r
the required  yea r s .  Her h igh schola rsh ip  and ex t r a  cu r r i cu l a r
ac t i v i t i e s  obtained the  honor of 'A l l  julienne G i r l* ,  in he r
senior  yea r .  Her col lege yea r s  were  spent  a t  Mt .  S t .  Joseph on
the  Oh io ,  receiving a B .S .  in Educat ion in 1951 .  Roger a t  age
12  d id  one year  a t  Cathedra l  Lat in  School i n  Dayton and  th ree
succeeding years  a t  Brunerdale  Academy a t  Can ton ,  Oh io .

1950-1959 In t e rva l

Obv ious ly ,  w i th  a loya l  c l i en t e l e ,  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  bus ines s
in su rance  and  p rog rams ,  I con t inued  Life Unde rwr i t i ng ,  co -o r -
d ina t ing  i t  w i th  the  teaching of  C .L .U .  cou r se s  t o  p rospec t ive
agen t s  and  s tuden t s  a t  t he  Un ive r s i t y .

Club convent ions  con t inued  to  be  ou r  annual  de s se r t  and
a t  t he  1951  Club I was  e l ec t ed  by the  F i e ld  Unde rwr i t e r s ,  Na -
t i ona l  P res iden t  o f  t he  Agen t s '  Adv i so ry  Counc i l .  For th i s  p ro -
f e s s iona l  s e rv i ce  wh ich  inc luded  the  idea  o f  wr i t i ng  non-
medica l  i n su rance - - !  t s f i r s t - - t he  Company rewarded me gene rous -
ly .  The succeeding yea r  I was  a l l o t t ed  a two-page adve r t i s i ng
spread in  Look and Life magaz ines  i n  1953 ,  d i sp l ay ing ,  p i c to r i -
a l l y  t he  import  of  l i f g  in su rance  a s  i t  a f f ec t ed  one  o f  my
idea l  family c l i en t s ,  Mr. and Mrs .  Ralph Guess  o f  Day ton ,  Oh io .

I did no t  disregard my obl iga t ion  i n  fu r the r ing  the cause
o f  improved hea l th  among the s i s t e rhoods .  In the  in te r im o f
20 or  more years  a f te r  the completion of  the  f i r s t  hea l t h  r e -
search  of  s i s t e r s  I kept  cons tan t  communicat ion w i th  many Sup-
e r io r s  by mai l  and  personal  v i s i t s  in providing hea l th  i n fo r -
ma t ion .  Ca tho l i c  magazines  and  d iocesan  papers con t inuous ly
pub l i sh ing  r e su l t s  of t he  1927  hea l th  r e sea rch .  Wi th  cons t an t
u rg ing  of  the  Off ice  of  Conference of Major  Supe r io r  o f  women,
many communi t i e s  were  prepared to co -ope ra t e  i n  a second hea l th
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from 1900-1926. Being the first of
its kind, it was widely received by
sisterhoods and was influential in
encouraging certain changes in pro-
cedures to promote better health
habits and lengthen life expect-
ancy. 1957 saw publication of a se-
cond study by Dr. Fecher covering
90,000 nuns. In June of 1960 be re-
ceived the University of Dayton
alumni award of $500. This, plus
other grants, enabled him (with
Mrs. Fecher) to spend several
months of his 1962 sabbatical leave
in Europe extending his researches
to include clergy here and abroad.

People’s health has been a cen-
tral concern with the Fecher sons.
Dr. Mark attended Saint Joseph’s
from 1935 to 1940, later received
degrees from the University of
Dayton and St. Louis medical, did
army medical duty in Japan, then
continued special surgery residen-
cies in several hospitals over the
country for some years, finishing
with a fellowship in surgery at
Boston’s fumed Lahey clinic. He is
now a general surgeon in Knox-

ville, Tennessee, specialising in vas-
cular and cancer surgery; a fellow
of the American College of Sur-
geons, and dipl ornate of the Amer-
ican Board of Surgeons. Dr. Mark
and wife have five children.

Dr. Con Fecher, Jr., spent four
high school years at St. Joseph's,
1942-46, went on through the Uni-
versity of Dayton, thence to Mar-
quette dental school, and into Air
Force dental duty in Korea. He Is
now practicing in Dayton, Ohio, in
special reconstructive dentistry;
has a wife and son. Father Roger
Fecher, C.PP.S., attended Saint Jo-
seph’s from 1953 to 1955, was or-
dained in 1962, and is now study-
ing physics at the University of
Chicago.

The Old Grad of 1914 has two
daughters. Sister Marie Julie is an
Ursuline nun with a Master’s de-
gree in music from De Paul univer-
sity. The younger daughter, Julie,
is a graduate of Julienne in Day-
ton and has a B.A. degree from
Mount Saint Joseph on the Ohio,

The Fecher Foursome may not
exactly be on organized crew, but
they are an unusually organic
group of Saint Joe alumni —* a
father and three sons — and a
distinguished set in that all went
on from their Alma Mater to grad-
uate schools to become profes-
sional leaders.

Con J. Fecher of Fort Recovery,
Ohio, studied at Saint Joseph's aca-
demy and Junior college from 1911
to 1914, then became an Ohio ele-
mentary school teacher, saw duty
in World War I, married in 1919,
and returned again to teaching. In
1922-24 he completed requirements
for an A.B. from Miami university;
then, with the aid of a four-year
fellowship, pursued graduate stud-
ies at the Catholic university of
America. When in 1927 he got his
Ph.D. in economics and Mrs. Fech-
er a Bachelor of Music degree, they
made front-page news in the pa-
pers of the national capital as the
University’s first graduating cou-
ple. During thirty years as an un-
derwriter with New York Life, in
1931 Con became a charter mem-
ber of the College of Life Under-
writers and a special consultant of
the company. After 1935 he was
also a part-time instructor at the
University of Dayton; following
his retirement from active insur-
ance business he has been more
completely engaged and in 1962
was appointed professor of eco-
nomics.

An SJC Family
Of Professionals

Dr. Fecher’s 1927 dissertation
was a statistical research into
health, morbidity, and mortality of
nuns; it involved 25,000 case stud-
ies of nuns in the United States



Foundat ion ,  1964-1968 .

I d i scont inued  teach ing  a t  t he  Un ive r s i t y  and  devo ted  a l l

my e f fo r t s  to t h i s  p ro j ec t .  Completing the r e sea rch  in 1968  I

ed i t ed  the  f i nd ings  i n  ' Pape rback '  f o rm,  Envi ronment  and

Cancer  .

Due to the  i l l ne s s  and comple te  incapaci ty  of  Dr .  N ix ,

t he  New Or l eans  Office was  unab le  to  func t ion  a f te r  1968 .

S i s t e r  Mary Dan ie l ,  Execut ive  D i r ec to r ,  and the  members  of  t he

Execu t ive  Board  of  LCWR of Wash ing ton ,  decided to con t inue  the

cancer  r e sea rch  fo r  ano the r  f i ve  yea r s  (1969-1974) .  The i r

o f f i ce  a s sumed  some o f  t he  du t i e s ,  formerly  a s s igned  to  t he

New Or l eans  Of f i ce  wh i l e  a l l  medica l  r epo r t s ,  au tops i e s  and

dea th  ce r t i f i c a t e s  were forwarded d i r ec t l y  to my o f f i ce  i n

Day ton .  These  were  med ica l l y  eva lua t ed  by Drs  . S igismund

Pe l l e r  and Mark Feche r .  w i thou t  cos t .

Wi th  more  than  two hundred  communi t ies  of  s i s t e r s  co -

ope ra t i ng .  ou r  combined e f fo r t s  b rough t  the t en -yea r  cance r

r e sea rch  to  a success fu l  conc lus ion  in  1974 ,  The r e su l t s  o f

th i s  p ro j ec t ,  combined wi th  a 50 -yea r  h i s to ry  o f  t he  improved

hea l th  of  s i s t e r s  and the i r  i nc rea sed  longev i ty  was  ed i t ed  i n

book  fo rm,  L i f e -S ty l e  and  Demography .  1975 .  Approximate ly

2 ,000  copies  have  been d i s t r i bu t ed  among in t e r e s t ed  pe r sons

and in s t i t u t i ons  in  the  Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,  Canada ,  and  Europe .

In the  50 -yea r  pe r iod  o f  my hea l th  r e sea rch  I me t  many

d i s t i ngu i shed  persons  who  con t r ibu t ed  much to t h i s  s c i en t i f i c

endeavor .  Wi th  g rea t  humi l i t y  may I s ay  X was honored on  four

occas ions*  The Facu l ty  Award in  1960  by the  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Day-

ton*. chosen  K .  of  C .  Man-of  - t he -  Year by  t he  Kn igh t s  o f  Colum-

bus ,*  made an  Honorary C i t i zen  o f  the  C i ty  of New Or l eans ,  1964 ;

and awarded the  Va t i can  I I  Commemorat ive  Meda l ,  bes towed  by

Pope Pau l  VI  i n  1966 .

The s t r i k ing  mer i t  of  my cont r ibu t ion  to mankind empha-

s i zed  the f ac t  t ha t  t he  conse rva t ive  l i f e - s ty l e  o f  t he  s i s t e r s

the  pas t  ha l f - cen tu ry ,  had inc reased  the i r  l eng th  o f  l i f e  by

fou r  yea r s  a s  compared to o the r  wh i t e  women and  tha t  the type

and  s i t e s  o f  cancer  d i f f e r ed  subs t an t i a l l y  w i th  a r a t e  25% l e s s

than  bo th  mar r i ed  and unmar r i ed  women .

Mar i e ' s  appa ren t  r ecove ry  f rom the  ma l ignancy  ushe red  i n

a no t e  o f  op t imi sm and  extreme hopefu lness  i n  the  l a s t  f i ve -yea r

in t e rva l .  She  had pas sed  the  5 th  year  and then  the  10 th  yea r

wi thou t  t he  r eoccu r r ence  of  t he  t e rmina l  i l l ne s s .  The po t en t i a l

b r igh t  fu tu re  encouraged  us  to t ake  a number o f  European tou r s ,

t he  l a s t  o f  which was  a t h r ee  mon th  sojourn i n  F rance ,  Spa in ,

and  Po r tuga l ,  c e l eb ra t i ng  he r  64 th  b i r t hday  on  the  'New France

S teamsh ip ’  in Feb rua ry  1962 .

Pa radox ica l l y ,  t he  t en -yea r  cu re  theory based  on  accep t -

ab l e  p remises  had  some except ions  s ince  reoccuring symptoms o f

he r  former i l l ne s s  su r f aced  a few weeks a f t e r  ou r  European  r e -

tu rn .  We were  aga in ,  conf ron ted  w i th  the  fo rmer  momentous

t r ag i c  p l i gh t .
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With  the  bes t  medica l  adv ice  and  applied therapy  a l l  ap -
peared  f ru i t l e s s .  Fu l ly  aware  of i t s  terminal  a spec t ,  she be -
gan a personal  therapy of min d-over -body by enrol l ing for  t he
g radua t e  course  i n  Mas te r  of  Mus ic  Degree a t  the Cincinnati
Conservatory  o f  Mssic  wh ich  she determined to complete  in a
g iven  t ime .  This e f for t  o f  dogged perseverance was  he r  be s t
the rapy ,  extending her  l i fe  for an addit ional  two years ,  t he re -
by qualifying her for  the degree  i n  1964 ,  a few mon ths  be fo re
her  dea th .

Dea th  i s  i nev i t ab l e  a f t e r  b i r t h ,  bu t  dea th  i s  mere ly  t he
end of  mor t a l  man wh i l e  t he  sp i r i t  c a r r i e s  on .  Her sons  and
daugh te r s ,  gene ra t ion  a f t e r  gene ra t i on ,  w i l l  examine  and eva l -
ua t e  the  t i n i e s t  f ragments  tha t  made up the mosa ic  o f  her  l i f e .
We hope the i r  l i ves  w i l l  be fu l l e r  and r icher  a s  they gaze  up-
on and acini r e  her handiwork o f  need le -po in t  and f i ne  qu i l t i ng
which  mer i t ed  many Ohio Blue  R ibbons -  These  ma te r i a l  accom-
p l i shmen t s ,  and  he r  men ta l  and  sp i r i t ua l  a t t r i bu t e s  enuncia ted
in  t h i s  b iog raphy ,  w i l l  be  t he  cho ice s t  he i r looms o f  fu tu re
genera t ions  .

I n  c los ing  I am u rged  to wr i t e  t ha t  her  measure  o f  suc -
ces s  was  no t  s e l f - e s t eem,  no r  popu la r i t y ,  bu t  a measure  o f
goodness .  Her unaf fec ted  66  years  o f  l i v ing  con t inued  to show
the  f ami ly  how to l i ve  so t ha t  a l  t he  end o f  l i f e  a l l  can have
wha t  each  has  g iven .
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COM J .  & MARIE (KORDDiBROCK) FECHER FAMILY

Julie & Wil l iam Zink.-.ark & Lorraine J

William H.  I l lWilliam H.  I l l

S r .  Marie Julie

There se
Mary Rose
Margaret
Pe te r
Frances
Irene

Margaret
David
Stephen
Michae l
Mary 3eth

Con J .  J r .  & Al ice Roger & AnneMarkDiane,

Al i son
Les l i eKing

Miche l e 0 Firs t  Generat ion
0 Second Generation
. Third Generation

Family Events After 1964

1965 - Farm Initiation, Julie and William Zink
and Family

1966 - Death of Peter Zink
1968 - Birth of Irene Zink
1971 - Marriage of Roger and Anne Rohlof
1971 - Death of Alice (Focke) Fecher
1972 - Birth of Alison Fecher
1973 - Marriage of Margaret Fecher to

William H. Stadtlander Jr.
1973 - National Honor Scholarship to Therese Zink
1973 - Marriage of Con Jr. to Diane Merrit
1974 - Birth of Leslie Fecher
1975 - National Honor Scholarship to Mary Rose Zink
1977 - Phi Beta Kappa Award to Therese Zink
1977 - Birth of William H. Stadtlander III
1978 - Marriage of Michael and Cindy Connor
1979 - Marriage of Mark and Ellen Rill
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Music, 177,183,186
Music Bachelor, 291
Music Master, 311
Mirabella, Sr., 148
Moorman Ancestry, 168-169
_____Thomas, 168
_____Zachariah, 168

Wilson, 168
Alda Blanche, 168

Moorman, M.G. Family, 169
Maria, 169
Ffanz, 169
Li setta, 169

_____August, 169
Theodore, 169

_____Henry, 169
Bernard, 169

_____Mary, 169
Anna, 169,182

_ _ _ _Frank, 170
_____Gregory, Rev. , 170

Rosina, Sr., 166

Napoleon, 2, 269
Navarron, Rev., 9
Neuenkirchen, 2,12
New Bremen, 15-16
New Orleans, 8
Newburgh, 239
Niagara, 235,262
Nix, James, Dr., 309-310
Notheis, Rev., 150
Notre Dame, 2, 106,212,263
New York City, 11,13,233
New York Life Ins., 295-312
Nordenbrock, Joseph Family
_____Tobias, 152-156
_____Carl, 152

Joseph, 154-155,158
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Nordenbrock, Joseph Family
(continued)
____Margaretha, 154,159
_____Johanna, 159,164
_____Mary, 159,164
_____Anna, 159,164
Nordenbrock, Anton Family

Anton, 34,153,164-172,
182,192,256
Anna, 152,165-172,182,192,
276,283,292

_____Frances, 171
_____Elizabeth, 172
_____Antoinette, 134,171
_____Joseph, 133-135,171,181
_____Theodore, 171, 184, 214
_____A. Marie xi, 134,145-312
_____Henry, 171,250
_____Carl, 171-259
_____Gregory, 171,250
_____Bernadette, 171,182

Esther, 171,182,224,248

Oesnabruck, 153
O’Hara, Frank Dr., xi, 285-292

Mrs., 282,292
Oil Wells, 57
Officers, Army Corps, 228-228
Oldenburg, Duke, 157,162,169
Oldenburg, City, 153ml62,169
Organ, 127,129
Oxford, City, 136-140,157,270
Oxford College, 275

Pan-American Bldg., 245
Penn Dutch, 72,142
Petigrew, Rev., 133
Philothea, 50,179
Philadelphia, 233-250
Picnic, 210,271
Pierce Arrow, 233-238
Pierce, Monk, 138
Portland, 209
Pope Leo XIII, 153
Pope Paul VI, 310
Porter, J. Straton, 149,207
Post, Henry, Rev., 150
_____Clara, Sr., 150
_____Mary, Sr., 150

Anna, Sr., 150
Precious Blood, 7,29,32,50,95
Prologue xi
Prussia, 3,5,68

Purcell, Bishop, 7,25,169
Pursley, Bishop, 133

Quatia, Sr., 54,62

References, 313
Recreation, 99,102,104
Relic Chapel, 63
Religious Activity, 26,43,51,95
Rentz, 2,44,62
Reservoir, Celina, 34

Loramie, 34
Reuter, 165
Ring, Diamond, 250
Ro(e)mer, 29,50,163,164
Rohlof, 312
Roudebusch, 139
Ryan, John, Rev., 286
Russ, Boniface, Rev., 255,266-269

Saint Alphonse, 8
_____Anthony, 50,140,147,152,207

Charles Seminary, 10
Henry, 26,29,50,137,169,
185,240
Joseph Parish, 25-29,55,70

_____Joseph College 130,297
_____John, 28,50,62
_____Marys, 17

Patrick, 242
Peter , 50

_____Rose , 28,50
_____Wendelin, 49,52,57,64,72,85

Xavier, 64
Saloon, 78
Salem Heights, 63
Salzburg, 4
S.A.T.C., 226
Salesman, 98
Sauer, 138,169
Scapik, 297
Schaeper, 133
School, 88,98,100,140,143,165
Schroer, 140,142
Schindler, 226
Schweitzer, Rev., 25, 172,255
Schwieterman, 34,255
Sedalis, 64,71
Seboeck, 3,306
Sears Roebuck, 127
Selestadt, 7
Sergeant, 242-248
Shelby County, 8
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Telephone, 96
Tent #9, 226
Thanksgiving, 10,233-235
Threshing, 121-132,149
Thompson , 8
Tiffin City, 8
Time Mag., 291
Times Square, 242
Timborous, Lenore, 72
Todd, R., 273-275
Towner, Dr., 275-276
Treasury, 245
Trenton, 240
Trumbull, Ms, 297
Tunney, 55
Typhoid, 46
Timmerman, Henry, 163
_____Dorothea, 152,163-166
_____Veronica, 166
_____Stella, 166

Pauline, 166

Union City, 59,116
Univ. Dayton, 295-310

Virginia State, 168
Valentine, 174,205,222
Vallandigham, 55
Venison, 48
Versailles City, 9
Violin, 162
Vogelmann, Rev., 85
VonderHarr, 140,226

Wabash River, 32
Wagenhauser Family, 1,62
_____Joseph, 1,62

Walburga, 1,62
Wagner, Rev., 133,269,283
Wall Street, 242
Waltz, Rev., 133
War, Civil, 55
war. World I, 219,225-247
Wattles, 50
Ward, Prof. Ms., 291
Water Witch, 119
Washington Trip, 283-285
Washington, City, 238-240,245

285-293
Weaver Family, 74

John, 74
Susan, 74

Sherman, Camp, 225
Shrines, 5
Sheep, 17
Sharpsburg, 50,150,177,229,231
Shirack, Dr., 67,72,112,245
Sickness, 112
Siemer Liesetta, 169
Silver Star, 254
Sisters Health, 82,286,291,293,

306-308
Sisters College, 279
Skating, 110
Sleigh, 203
Sleepy Hollow, 239
Slovinia, 2
Snyder, 70
Sonderman, 76
Songs, 147,176,186
Social Activity, 43
Statue Liberty, 242
Store, 90-92
Stanley, 99
Staudt, 269,283,290
Staughler, 29
Stelzer, 23
Straasburg, 2,5
Stephenson, Dr., 270,294
Stadtlander, Wm.H., 312
Stradivari, 162
Sudhoff, 70
Sullivan, Dr., 257
Sunday Activity, 92,105
Susquehanna, 242
Stachler, Peter, 44
_____Elizabet h, 44

Henry, 48-50
Seitz, Matthais, 18-20

Mary, 18-20
_____Max, 18-33, 38-40

Maria, 62
_____Therese, 62
_____Joseph Ben, 1
_____John August, 1

Mathias, 1
Steinbrunner , H. Family, 73

Henry, 73,83
Therese, 73,83
Julitta, Sr., 83
Jerome, Rev., 83

Teacher's Cert., 141
Teaching, 88-98,129,140-143
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Weaver Family
(continued)
_____Sarah, 72-74,79

Marie, 74
Jacob, 74,76

_____Dan, 74,76
Catherine, 74

Weigel, 185
Washington Birthday Trip, 206-209
Wedding, 256-258
Wellman, 144
Weis, Christina, 67

Lizzie, 67
Tom, 67

Whitman Sampler, 188,205
West Indies, 168
White House, 245
Wilhelmi, Rev., 25
Willibald, 25
Wilmington City, 236-240
Wilksbarre City, 242
Winter, Mary, 34
Winter Storm, 37,197-205
Wirtz, 28,34
Witmer, Joseph, 72

Mary, 67,72
Wolfe, 55
Woolworth, 240

Xenia, City, 168,252

Zenz Store, 112-113,130,150
Zink, Wm.H., 302,309,312

Julie M., 276,302,309,
297-311,312
Therese, 312
Mary Rose, 312
Margaret, 312
Frances, 312
Irene, 312
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