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The stage setting of this gentle yet moving
biographical sketch is the 20-mile square
area of West-Central Ohio. The three counties,
Mercer, Auglaize, and Darke, have many distinc-
tive scenes not found elsewhere. Scores of
beautiful. Gothic churches with lofty spires
dot the countryside. Dozens of religious
convents and countless log mission churches
erected from 1850 to 1875 by German and French
European settlers, religiously supported by
priests and nuns of the Society of the Precious
Blood were the percusor of this unusual environ-
ment. Despite the unmeasurable, large, more
complex economic change of life-style throughout
America the traditional religious practices and
the desire to live close to nature had been/is
the oasis of 2nd, 3rd, and current 4th generation.

An abbreviated map of this region gives the reader
a grasp of the geography of communities, homes,
roads, Indian trails and sites of exceptional
happenings  .

The volume of 325 pages presents a complete story
of one and one-half centuries. It deals with in-
volved interrelationships among principal charac-
ters of each family whose stock of unique strains
appear and reappear in on-going generations.
Eventually, the novel recalls the growth and ex-
periences of the childhood and teenage periods of
two young people in the 20th Century who were in-
fluenced by the forces of family traditions and
heritage.
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PREFACE

Ancestral Portraits, a detailed history of West-Central Ohio,

counties of Mercer, Auglaize, and Darke, came into focus after a

thorough research had been made of the accomplishment of todays de-

scendants of the ancestral families that migrated there in 1800.

We find hundreds of young men and women of the old German stock

having college degrees, filling important positions i n  education,

medicine, nurses in hospitals, industry, and salesmanship i n  a l l  parts

of our country.

We cannot disregard the spiritual atmosphere in this religious

oasis that had been initiated and is still nurtured by the priests

and sisters of the Society of the Precious Blood. They have left

their stamp upon both, young and old. Progressively, this particular

flavor has been inherited by al l  20th Century descendants, irrespec-

tive of their present location or profession.

Leaves, limbs and trunk, underpinned by ancestral roots, por-

tray this sequence; the trunk represents the ancestors born after

1800 to near the end of the Century, the l imbs, the generations born

about the turn of the Century, and the leaves refer to the young men

and women born the past 40 to 50 years. These represent all young

members who are equally supported by the ancestral roots.

It was the latter group who encouraged me to edit a second

edition of the genealogical sketch. Ancestral Portraits, of 1978.

Simultaneously, they said, i t  would encourage their children to learn

the experience of changeness in customs, culture, philosophy, and

religious nuances of the ancestors of the 19th Century world.

I t  is my wish to encourage contemporary young men and women,

descendants of the one hundred or more 19th Century settlers,, de-

scribed i n  this book, to expand this collection of Catholic local

history.

Ancestral Portraits is an accurate and excellent Source Book

to a l l  interested i n  the early history of West-Central Ohio for fur-

ther research. Permission, therefore, is granted to all to use any

genealogical data.

Looking a t  the historical development of Catholicism in Mercer

Country from your ancestral origin  will be a great delight for on-

going generations.

In no way should one discount the qualities of these progenitors.

Now, 150 years later, it is imperative to review their accomplish-

ments, and esteem the inheritance they passed on. What they sowed

in  hardship and toil, the descendants, now, are  reaping i n  untold

benefits.



Indeed, I shall write sensitively about their characteristics
and attributes  . I shall attempt to make this story come alive with-
out sacrificing historical authenticity.

Due to a lack of information, and available time and space, the
biographical sketch will concentrate on the happy and sad events re-
lated to the four ancestral families, the two principal characters,
and the children referred to in the prologue.

The story of leaves, limbs, and trunk of the ancestral families
was merely a thought of the writer fifty years ago. However, it was
the culmination of an idea of his wife, the mother of his children,
that gave meaning to it  many years later. It was she who chose a
particular drawer, a permanent file, for all personal diaries, scrap-
books, photographs, mementoes, letters, news items, and family
achievements. We realized in time the meaning of the varied person-
alities of ancestral families and friends who touched our lives.
Their accounts, pictures, keepsakes and death cards found a resting
place in the same location.

All articles and pictures had been assembled, chronologically,
in a family book, a volume 24 x 24 x 3 in dimensions. Indeed, one,
too voluminous to transfer from hand-to-hand. However, this became
a valuable source of unremembered experiences, activities, and mem-
orabilia.

The writing of this biographical sketch materialized after the
family moved from the city to a 100 acre farm, ten miles from Dayton,
in 1940. Our mutual object was to have our children experience the
meaning of rolling fields of yellowing wheat, and tasseled corn, bend-
ing to the rising sun and each fading in the breeze at  dusk. We
earnestly desired that the love for work and its dignity, encouraged
by us, would support a want for land, shaping their world, rooted in
American soil. This would provide a unique testament to a way of
life that has all but disappeared.

Moreover, it is fitting that the tradition and heritage of the
four ancestral groups should not be lost to succeeding generations
after they had learned about the members and their millieu as  related
on these pages.

It  was a European trip in 1954 that directed our attention to a
much needed knowledge of the European background of these four fami-
lies, thus providing clues to the identity of each family as a unit
and of the individuals who made it up.

These exploring trips were repeated more than a half-dozen
times in the next ten years. The final one in 1962. Each provided
more and more of the character strains of family stock. Fortunately,
the early lives of these families had been concentrated in middle
Europe, lived, and migrated to the New World in a space of
approximately a decade.

When we come to the end of this biographical sketch will the
stories of our ancestors end? Indeed, will they ever end. It is my
sincere desire that they will never end but be told and retold for
many generations by the members, somehow, somewhere, wherever they
may be.

vii



INTRODUCTION

A l i fe  s to ry  i s  no t  a b iography nor an  autobiography of
any one par t i cu la r  person o r  persons .  Bu t ,  in  a modif ied sense
i t  m igh t  qua l i f y  as  e i ther  o r  bo th .  Each can produce por t ra i t s
o f  the  persona l i t i es  o f  members o f  an  ances t ry  as  seen in the
l i v ing  thoughts ,  words and deeds ,  bo th  mater ia l l y  and sp i r i t -
ua l l y ,  tha t  in f luenced the  oncoming genera t ions .  I t  i s  a s tudy
o f  charac te r ,  an  ana lys is  of d is t ingu ished qua l i t i es  e i ther
good or  bad .  It descr ibes how persons ac ted  under cer ta in  con-
d i t ions ,  thus  i l luminat ing the times in which they l i ved .

The wr i t ing  of a b iography i s  a lways  t i ck l i sh  work and
par t i cu la r l y  when i t  i s  i l l us t ra t ing  hered i ty  f rom four ances-
t ra l  fami l ies .  In o ther  words ,  the  l i fe  of the pr inc ipal  l i v -
ing characters are wr i t ten  before they were bom.  My purpose
was to co l lec t  a l l  ava i lab le  and searchab le  de ta i l s  as  some-
one going in to  a fo res t ,  chooses  a huge t ree  and co l lec ts  leaves ,
l imbs ,  and roots o f  i t  as  they  had been inf luenced by envi ron-
ment .

The view in in te rp re t ing  these  ances t ra l  s to r ies  and
events  cou ld  be  f raught  w i th  benef i c ia l  o r  decept i ve  observa-
t ions .  Not  being a ph i losopher  o r  a humor is t ,  I have a t tempted
to be  cau t ious  in dep ic t ing  the qua l i t i es  o f  ind iv idua ls ,  and
how these  d i f fe ren t ia ted  from those o f  o thers  who had l ived
under  s im i la r  s i tua t ions  and env i ronment .

To p reserve  qua l i t i es  and accompl ishments  we are accus-
tomed to think of enduring monuments,  fash ioned from hard
mater ia ls .  In th is  s to ry  there  was  unear thed  a mine of source
mater ia l  in  the  form o f  le t te rs ,  wr i t ings ,  news i tems,  and
fami ly  documents  tha t  had  been par t l y  assembled  and  ava i lab le
in  a lmos t  a l l  i ns tances .  Conversa t ions  w i th  my grandparen ts ,
my paren ts ,  many l iv ing exper iences in  my you th  w i th  ances t ra l
re la t i ves ,  and accounts  g iven  by  my w i fe 's  paren ts  and her 100-
year  o ld  g randmother ,  provided a memory o f  reco l lec t ions which
became a good sor t ing  house as  t ime passed to separa te  the
wheat  from the  cha f f .  The s to red  grain I j o t ted  down on these
pages while the  chaf f  disappeared w i th  the  b reeze  o f  t ime.

As an  av id s tudent  o f  h istory I was  ab le  to  corre late
events  w i th  s ign i f i cant  and contemporary persons of cer ta in
ances to rs .  Fac ts  o f  the  memorabi l ia are suppor ted w i th  p ic -
turesque h is to r i ca l  exh ib i t ions o f  persona l i t i es  who had been
a par t  o f  the respec t i ve  ances t ra l  fami l ies .  These were  g round-
ed  by exhaus t i ve  research  w i th  an energet ic  des i re  for personal
and h is to r ica l  t ru th .

The thought  of searching the  h is to ry  o f  these  fami l ies
was  because the i r  pas t  h is to ry  was searchab le ,  bu t  no t  neces-
sar i l y  tha t  any  one o f  them was  g rea t ,  for who can def ine



h is to r i c  g rea tness?  The h is to ry  o f  a l l  fami l ies  a re ,  more o r
less ,  equa l l y  anc ien t  bu t  in  regard  to  g rea tness ,  in te rp re ta -
t ions  of the  h is to r i ca l  impac t  may change from one genera t ion
to ano ther .

Fami ly  h is to ry  i s  h is to ry  d ramat ized .  One cou ld  say
tha t  an obscure indiv idual  l i fe  i f  t ru th fu l l y  wr i t ten  cou ld
surpass  any romance.  I dare  say  w i th  g rea t  humbleness  tha t
the  ac t i v i t i es  th roughout  our  l i ves  were  t ru ly  romant ic ,  dar -
ing ,  a t  t imes displaying leadersh ip  and a h igh  degree of per -
severance .  In examin ing,  inves t iga t ing ,  and apprais ing the
accompl ishments  of a few ances to rs  who dep ic ted  the  above char -
ac te r i s t i cs ,  I am s ta lemated  on the  horns  of a d i lemma; was  i t
i nher i tance  o r  was i t  observed  examples? Wi thou t  t ry ing to
answer the qu i ry ,  I sha l l  specu la te  tha t  bo th :  inher i tance
and many im i ta t i ve  examples of equa l  or of  g rea te r  we igh t ,  de-
f in i te ly  impressed and  insp i red  the oncoming fami l ies  o f  the
20th  Century .

I sha l l  g ive  in  advance my readers  the  oppor tun i ty  of
gaz ing  in to  the  look ing-g lass  as  A l i ce  In Wonder land d id ,
thereby focus ing  the i r  a t ten t ion  on the  most  no t i ceab le  and
admi rab le  fea tu res  ascr ibed  to these  ances t ra l  progeni tor  s . They
had a des i re  to improve the i r  I xves  and  the  l i ves  of the on-

go ing  genera t ions  thereby amel io ra t ing  hardsh ips ,  acqu i r ing
f reedom,  and  persona l  l i be r ty ,  i r respec t i ve  of labor ious e f -
fo r ts  invo lved .

In wr i t ing  th is  b iograph ica l  ske tch ,  covering over  100
years ,  I have a t tempted  to recount the  joys ,  sor rows,  and  ac  -
ach ievements  of cer ta in  persona l i t i es .  I have examined,  ana-
lyzed ,  and in te rp re ted  the  forces o f  cer ta in  fami ly  t rad i t ions
and her i tage  which created a unique s t ra in  tha t  reoccurred and
endured f rom one genera t ion  to ano ther .  Conceding the  fac t
tha t  these  charac te r i s t i cs  migh t  have been pressured  by condi -
t ions ,  fore ign to me in  th is  las t  ha l f  o f  the  20 th  Century ,  I
have w i th  re f lec t i ve  judgment endeavored to por t ray  and c rea te
t rue  personal  qua l i t i es  of each .  Not as  s t i l ted  pen-po in t
imag inar ies  bu t  based on the i r  persona l i t i es  and happenings as
descr ibed  by my paren ts  and tw ice- to ld  s to r ies  re la ted  by  e l -
der ly  re la t i ves .

Much of the knowledge,  occupat ion ,  re l ig ion ,  and  events
o f  the German and French  se t t lements  in  the  twenty -mi le  square
area o f  Mercer , Aug la ize ,  and Darke count ies  has  been g leaned
from ear ly  h is to r ies  of th is  te r r i to ry .  This in fo rmat ion  has
been augmented  by  the h is to ry  o f  the  p r ies ts  and s is te rs  o f
the Soc ie ty  of the Precious B lood  who es tab l i shed  the i r  p ro -
v ince in th is  a rea  in  1843.  News i tems in the Diocesan C in -
c inna t i  Te legraph,  cur ren t  a t  the  t ime,  p rov ided a knowledge
of the  unique fa i th  o f  these  people  in  the la te  19 th  and  20 th
Centur ies  .
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PROLOGUE

In June 1924,  the  Catho l i c  Un ivers i t y  o f  Amer ica ,  Wash-
ing ton ,  D .C. ,  g ran ted  a compet i t i ve  four -year  Fe l lowsh ip  to a
young man, marr ied and the fa ther  of  two ch i ld ren .  Being a
marr ied s tudent  he occas ioned the  Un ivers i t y  to in i t ia te  a p re -
cedent  in grant ing the  award to a mar r ied  rec ip ien t ,  though
cont ra ry  to the ru le  at  the  t ime.

Af te r  two summers and three scho las t i c  years o f  educa-
t iona l  a t ta inments  a t  the  Un ivers i t y ,  he  and h is  w i fe  were
awarded,  s imu l taneous ly ,  the  degrees  o f  Doc to r  of  Phi losophy
and the  degree o f  Bache lo r  of Mus ic ,  respec t i ve ly ,  in June 1927.
Dign i ty  was added to th is  ausp ic ious  occas ion  by  the  p resence
of  the i r  immediate fami l ies ,  members  o f  the Un ivers i t y  Facu l ty ,
hundreds o f  d ign i ta r ies ,  and 350 cand idates  fo r  degrees .  One
cou ld  acc la im tha t  th is  event  had g rea t  persona l  in te res t  and
in t r ins ic  s ign i f i cance  fo r  the  fami ly  of Cons tan t ine  and Mar ie
(Nordenbrock)  Fecher ,  the  two pr inc ipa l  charac te rs ,  and the i r
two ch i ld ren ,  Mark and  Mary Margare t .

A t  the  appointed t ime the Capta in  o f  the commencement
exerc ises  announced the  names of these  two cand ida tes  to p re -
sen t  themse lves  fo r  the i r  respec t i ve  degrees .  Whereupon the
Mast  Reverend Michael  J .  Cur ley ,  Chance l lo r  of the  Un ivers i t y ,
ques t ioned the i r  th ree  ma jo r  p ro fessors :  Rev .  Dr .  Peter  Gu i l -
day ,  Rev .  Dr .  Wi l l iam Kerby ,  and Dr .  F rank  O 'Hara ,  as  to the
exce l lence  of the  academic work comple ted  by  the  cand ida tes .
Wi th  the  approval  o f  these p ro fessors  the  Archb ishop con fe r red
the  degrees  and addressing the assembly  he  sa id :  , rWe are ,  s im-
u l taneous ly ,  conferr ing degrees  to two s tudents ,  husband and
wi fe ,  to r  the  f i r s t  time in  the  h is to ry  of  the Un ivers i t y . "
The academic hoods were then p laced  upon the i r  shou lders  and
the  sc ro l l s  p resen ted .  The Archbishop cont inued: "These two
can,  w i th  r igh t fu l  p r ide ,  po in t  to the complet ion of  a vas t
labor o f  academic a t ta inments  under p ressured  cond i t ions  and
s i tua t ions  . ”

This accompl ishment  was  a remarkable example of  a young
man and young woman who had been l im i ted  in educat iona l  fac i l -
i t i es  in  the i r  younger  years ,  and now had  reached the i r  des i red
goa ls ;  the rec ip ients  o f  the h ighes t  academic degrees  of  tha t
day .
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CHAPTER I

THE FECIIER ANCESTRY

The cu lmina t ion  o f  th is  educa t iona l  accompl ishment  in  1927
had taken  p lace  approx imate ly  100 years  a f te r  Jacob Abraham and
Mar ia  (Fecher )  Adam, my grea t  g randparen ts ,  had migra ted  f rom
Croat ia  and  S lov in ia  to Aus t r ia ,  to Bavar ia  (Germany)  and la te r
in to  A lsace  Lorra ine a f te r  c ross ing  the  toine R iver .  I t  was  in
the  v ic in i t y  o f  Kar ls ruhe  where  they  boarded a sma l l  Rh ine  R iver
c ra f t  on  i t s  way  down the  r i ve r ,  loaded w i th  few migran ts  and
the  usua l  cargo of  goods .  A f te r  pass ing  the  o ld  feudal Un iver -
s i t y  o f  S t rassbourg  they landed a t  a po in t  near  Neuenk i rche ,  a
smal l  v i l lage on an  ad jacen t  cana l .  In i t  centered around a
smal l  chape l ,  the Shr ine o f  Not re  Dame,  were  a few unpa in ted
houses ,  r inged  w i th  high board  fences  of  rough lumber .

These two migran ts  were born in  la te  1700 when Middle
Europe was in g rea t  po l i t i ca l  and  soc ia l  d is tu rbance .  Napoleon
had conquered near ly  a l l  of Europe by  1810,  wiping away the  o ld
European map,  and ru l ing  a l l  acqu i red  te r r i to ry  by h is  chosen
de lega tes .  The Indus t r ia l  Revo lu t ion  in  Middle 1700 had been
brought  about  by new inven t ions ,  and steam-powered mach inery
tha t  c rea ted  a consciousness o f  pos i t ion ,  and d ign i ty  among the
new Midd le -C lass .  Pr inc ipa l l y ,  i t  was  the  leaders  o f  the  p ro -
fess iona l  g roups  tha t  b rought  d is turbance in Midd le  Europe,
eventua l l y  leading to  the  French Revo lu t ion  about  1800.  Ac-
cording to  h is to ry  Napoleon a t  the  end  o f  the  revo lu t ion  had
ga ined  comple te  con t ro l  of  F rance  and had annexed A lsace  Lor -
ra ine .  Immed ia te ly ,  he  c rea ted  a s ta te  of order  and secur i t y
in  th is  German te r r i to ry  by lower ing the  heavy  taxes o f  the
Midd le -C lass  tha t  had  been pa id ,  fo rmer ly ,  to the  EXikes and
Bishops .  By d iv id ing  the  nob i l i t y -owned te r r i to ry  among the
peasant ry ,  harmony and  peace to a degree  had been res to red .
For be t te r  t ranspor ta t ion  of  goods new roads  and a sys tem of
cana ls  connec ted  w i th  the  nav igab le  Rh ine  were  bu i l t .  However ,
g iv ing  the  peasant ry  a few acres  each  and to  ski l i ed  workmen of
h igher  wages  and  reduced taxes ,  d id  no t  sa t i s fy  a l l .  The
s t ra ined  re la t ions  con t inued to  ex is t  w i th  fo rmer  dukes and
lords o f  the  conquered  te r r i to r ies  o f  Europe.  They,  w i th  the i r
loya l  adheren ts  and combined a rmies ,  were successfu l  in recov-
er ing the i r  los t  possess ions  f rom Napoleon in  1815.  H is  d is -
as t rous  campaign in  Russ ia  in  1814 and  h is  de fea t  a t  Water loo
crushed h is  ambi t ions ,  dest royed h is  army and p laced  h im in
exi l  e .

Upon the  complet ion of  the  second t rea ty  o f  V ienna A lsace
remained French te r r i to ry  bu t  a l l  o ther  boundar ies  in Europe
were  aga in  changed which brought  about  po l i t i ca l ,  soc ia l ,  eco-
nomic ,  and  re l ig ious  changes in the  l i ves  of  the  peop le .  Under
th is  t rea ty  a l l  the  German s ta tes  were  b rought  under a German
Confederacy  wh i le  the  te r r i to r ies  o f  lower Aus t r ia  and the
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Balkans  were  le f t  under independent Bohemian Dukes as  had ex-
is ted  before the revo lu t ion .  The Church cont inued to suffer
much under  these  pe t ty  ru le rs  for the Hierarchy was ,  more o r
less ,  the handmaid and cor re la t i ves  o f  the s ta te .  The dukes
appointed and  paid the  sa la r ies  of the  bishops of the i r  cho ice ,
du t ies  o f  whom were to teach people obedience to these p r inces ,
w i th  no cho ice  o f  freedom of ac t ion  o r  en joyment .  The rul ing
c lass  had de te rmined to ho ld  to the o ld  order o f  the pas t  w i th
con t inued res t r i c t ion ,  in te r fe r ing  w i th ,  the  Church by con t ro l -
l ing  the educat ion  of the  c lergy  and tha t  of  the  ch i ld ren .

Many land less  peasant ry ,  fa rmers  of a few hec ta res ,  inde-
pendent tradesmen and profess ional  men became d issa t i s f ied  w i th
these  arduous res t ra in ts  and  migra ted  to upper Aus t r ia  and in to
the  newly  formed German Confederacy  o f  Bavar ia ,  Baden,  and
Pruss ia .  A lsace  had a heavy  German Catho l i c  populat ion a long
the  Rhine which encouraged many migran ts  to c ross  over  a f te r
en te r ing  Bavar ia .

Wi th  such  adverse  cond i t ions  in the  Ba lkans ,  fami l ies
ab le  to ob ta in  a few go ld  sovereigns from c lo th ing  and  hidden
nooks ,  loaded the i r  few househo ld  be long ings  on two -wheel car ts
and trundled off  to the Nor th  and West .  For Jacob Abraham and
Mar ia ,  the  on ly  daughter  of a middle-c lass fami ly  by name o f
Fecher ,  (pronounced F-a-ch-er  in  the German language) ,  less
e f fo r t  was requ i red than for o thers  to leave the homeland.  The
Fecher ances t ry  had been fan  makers  in  the 18 th  Century but  the
Napoleonic unres t  had  d is rup ted  a l l  t rade in the  Ba lkans and
lower Aus t r ia ,  forcing th is  smal l  handicraf t  shop to c lose .

According to  the h is to ry  of the  fan -making indus t ry  the
use  o f  fans  had  become fash ionab le  among the  lad ies  of the
Cour t  before the 16 th  Century and had been gradua l l y  introduced
among the  midd le -c lass .  In the 17 th  and 18 th  Centur ies the use
of fans  had spread a l l  over  Europe,  Spain to France ,  and to
lower and  eastern  Europe.  Indeed,  by the  ear ly  par t  o f  the 18 th
Century i t  was ev iden t  tha t  the use  of fans  was general  among
men and women o f  the  midd le -c lass .  The handicraf t ing  o f  the
folding fan had become very soph is t i ca ted  in th is  century s ince
the fan was  made up o f  a dozen o r  more b lades  o f  wood,  i vo ry ,
o r  mother -o f -pear l ,  an inch  apar t ,  and  a t tached to a ha l f -
c i rc le  of s i l k ,  lace ,  woven mater ia l  o r  paper .  The chosen
mater ia l  wss r i ch ly  decora ted  w i th  p ic tu resque events ,  a r t  ob-
jec ts ,  o r  o ther  charac te r i s t i cs  w i th  go ld ,  s i l ve r ,  o r  o ther
colored pa in ts .  The fan  when opened to a ha l f  - c i rc le  dep ic ted
i ts  beauty  and  charac te rs  i t  represented .  When fo lded  i t  made
a nea t  s lender  ob jec t ,  one inch wide and  ten  to  twelve inches
in leng th .  The cos t  of  fans  in  the  18 th  Century  var ied f rom a
few pounds to f i f t y  o r  more ,  depending upon the  mater ia l  and
amount o f  handicra f t  invo lved .

Jacob was no t  a landowner o r  a peasant  bu t  a t ravel ing
t radesman moving h is  sma l l  s tock  o f  backpack goods ;  shawls ,
fans ,  per fumes,  dress mater ia ls ,  and  var ious  household i tems -
from v i l l age  to v i l l age  for  weeks  on end ,  scarce ly  seeing h is
Maria more than a few t imes a month .  The g i r lhood of Maria
must  have been p leasant l y  t in ted  w i th  a s l igh t  touch o f  a r i s -
tocracy which was  re f lec ted  la te r  in  the  rearing o f  her fami ly .
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She must  have been a lady o f  enduring gen t leness  and  b ravery ,
never complaining of Jacob ’s  absence o r  h is  dea l ings .  I t  was
Jacob,  who a f te r  a long journey in  upper Aus t r ia  upon encount -
ering more d i f f i cu l t ies  in  t rade and t rave l ,  broached the sub-
j’ect o f  m ig ra t ing .  "Nferia" he sa id :  ’’Let us  leave and t rave l
North and West  to Bavar ia where my t rade might  be  be t te r .  Both
of us  can speak and wr i te  the German language and a lso  recog-
n ize  var ious  d ia lec ts . ”  Together they p lanned the  next  j*ourney
to the Nor th ,  she to accompany and he lp  him w i th  h is  t rade .
They bade her  paren ts  and  re la t i ves  goodbye,  and  w i th  a scanty
s to re  of personal  possess ions  and  h is  usual  s tock  of goods they
s ta r ted  for  po in ts  unknown. L i t t l e  were  they aware o f  the  fac t
tha t  they  were  beginn ing the  l i fe  s to ry  o f  ances t ra l  h is to ry  of
more than 150  years  .

In t rave l ing  about Belgrade Jugoslav ia  and  in  Hungary ,  I
l ea rned  tha t  the fami ly name o f  Fecher i s  s t i l l  i n  ex is tence
but  wr i t ten  now as  Faher .  The two combinat ion le t te rs ,  "ch , ”
was  no t  needed in  the many d ia lec ts  tha t  ex is ted  in  the  lower
Ba lkans .  In t ime the "c"  had been dropped,  re ta in ing the "h"
wh i le  in Aus t r ia ,  and in  Germany the  fami ly  name remained
Fecher  o r  F icher ,  meaning fan .

A f te r  a week o f  t rave l  by  a s imp le  mode of t ranspor ta t ion
and the hawking of h is  wares  the two came to the  c i t y  o f  Gra tz ,
Aus t r ia .  Another  week o r  more by  way o f  the Sa lzbad River  they
ente red  Sa lzburg .  Coming nearer  and nearer  to Bavar is  i t  was
but  a few more weeks they found good t rade in  and about  Munich
where  they remained for many months .

On March 30 ,  1823,  there  came a g rea t  event  in the l i ves
o f  Jacob and Mar ia ;  a son was  born in  the area of Baden-Baden,
Landgericht (coun t ry  cour t )  o f  Mi ldenburg ,  Kingdom of Bavar ia .
This was  the i r  f i r s t  ch i ld  and was g iven  the name o f  John.
Real iz ing  tha t  a fami ly  name should be permanent ly  es tab l i shed
for  the son and  for  fu tu re  ch i ld ren  born to them,  here was  an
oppor tun i ty  to des igna te  e i ther  the fami ly  name Adam, the
fa ther ’s ,  o r  Fecher ,  the mother ’s .  Usage of the  mother ’s  fam-
i l y  name had been in vogue among the nob i l i t y  and occas iona l ly
by the  midd le -c lass  in Middle Europe.  I t  was Mar ia  who made
the suggest ion  to  use  Fecher  as  the surname by say ing ,  "Le t  us
name him John Adam Fecher and  have  a l l  fu tu re  chi ldren so
named. ”  Jacob agreed and the son was  bap t i zed  as  John Adam
Fecher  according to  the bap t i sma l  records ,  thereby re ta in ing
the  two names John Adam, as  h is  two Chr is t ian  names.  No cour t
ac t ion  and  no fo rma l i t y  was needed.

Jacob and Maria had made a respectab le  cho ice o f  surname,
thereby  c rea t ing  a des i rab le  fami ly  a tmosphere  and env i ronment
tha t  came in  good s tead  in a l l  the i r  fu tu re  bus iness  adventu res
and soc ia l  dea l ings .  The fami ly  name was  known by  a l l  as
Fecher  in  the Munich a rea  and John Adam as  the  son o f  Jacob and
Mar ia  Fecher .

Jacob con t inued w i th  h is  chosen t rade in  the Duchy of
Baden,  a sma l l  province be tween Bavar ia  on the East  and the
Rhine River on the  West ,  the  province o f  which was  ru led  by  the
King of Bavar ia ,  King Ludwig I .  Jacob ca l led  on merchants  in
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v i l l ages  and in  c i t ies  o f  S tu t tgar t ,  Kar l ruhe ,  and in  c i t ies  as

fa r  nor th  as He ide lberg .  By changing h is  method of t rades (no

more backpack ing) ,  deal ing d i rec t l y  w i th  we l l  es tab l i shed  mer -

chants  in popu la t ion  a reas ,  the  new market ing methods  caused

h im to  improve h is  s tock of goods  tha t  were  now in demand by

these  merchants .  In addi t ion to  a l i ve ly  bus iness  of househo ld

necess i t ies  there  were demands for luxur ious a r t i c les  of pewter ,

s i l ve r ,  porce la in ,  and  semi -prec ious  s tones o f  aga te .  For cen-

tu r ies  the deposit  o f  aga te  had  been known and marked about

Idar  -Ober s te in ,  a ha l f -days  journey from He ide lberg .  The  t rade

in semi -prec ious  s tones had  been c rea ted  by  loca l  sk i l led

cra f tsmen in  the 18 th  and  19 th  Centur ies ,  reach ing a peak t rade

af te r  1800.  I t  was  no t  by  chance tha t  these s tones  found the i r

way  in to  hands of t radesmen,  bu t  the  up-coming midd le -c lass

crea ted  a demand for  them.

In sp i te  of improved t rade  and the g rea te r  demand for

cer ta in  a r t i c les ,  improved means  of t rave l ,  and  inc reased c l i -

en te l ,  there  were problems to be  solved by  Jacob and Mar ia .

The es tab l i shment  o f  the  German Confederat ion o f  the  po l i t i ca l

s ta tes  o f  Bavar ia ,  Baden, and  Pruss ia ,  had no t  so lved  the ex is t -

ing po l i t i ca l ,  economic,  and re l ig ious  d i f f i cu l t ies  w i th in

the i r  borders .  L i t t l e  cou ld  be accompl ished by the ru lers  of

the three prov inces w i thou t  the  consent  of a l l  th ree .  The grow-

ing middle -c lass  o f  p ro fess iona l  men,  merchants ,  and tradesmen

were demanding less  taxation wh i le  members o f  the gu i lds  and

factory workers  needed higher wages .  The g rea te r  inc rease  in

popu la t ion  and the migra t ion  o f  peasants  to the  c i t ies  for em-

ployment brought  inc reased problems o f  hous ing ,  wate r  supply ,

hea l th  and d ra inage.  These d i f f i cu l t ies  had been par t l y  so lved

in France and A lsace  by Napoleon a f te r  1800,  but w i th  h is  de-

fea t  a t  Water loo ,  the French Monarchy had  been re ins ta ted  under

Louis WITT who was merely a ru l ing f igurehead.  The common

people now were  represented by  the one  House of Leg is la tu re

wh ich  guaranteed more r igh ts ,  g rea te r  en joyment ,  f reedom,  and

less  taxes  for  them.

The unse t t led  condi t ions in the  German te r r i to ry  had  a f -

fec ted  Jacob and i feria, thus  encouraging them to  search for a

more s tab le  pa t te rn  of home l i fe .  Having had t rave l ing  exper i -

ences  from the  homeland and Mar ia ,  w i th  an  educat ion of more

than tha t  o f  the average midd le -c lass  soc ie ty ,  they  were  spur -

red to c ross  the  Rhine and  en ter  A lsace ,  Jacob had  been ad-

v ised  to c ross  over  by a number o f  h is  c l ien ts  wh i le  t rave l ing

th rough Baden.  They sa id ,  "Go over  the  Rhine in to  A lsace  where

you w i l l  f i nd  many shr ines  and churches ,  acqu i re  a few hec ta res ,

l i ve  in a nearby v i l l age  and  car ry  on your usual  t rade . "

I t  i s  to  be  rememberd tha t  Napoleon had  annexed A lsace  to

France before 1800 and d iv ided land-ho ld ings  among the  peasants ,

thereby depriving Bishops and Dukes o f  the i r  te r r i to r ies .  The

Pro tes tan t  Revo lu t ion  had l i t t l e  o r  no in f luence in A lsace  fo r

Shr ines ,  fami l ia r  s igns o f  in tense  Catho l i c i t y ,  do t ted  the land

along the  Rh ine .  One t rave l ing  in  the  area around St rassburg ,

w i l l  f ind ac t i ve  shr ines  in  the v i l l ages  o f  Mar ienheim,

Roshe im,  S t .  Od i le ,  Benfe l t ,  and Darnbach.  Large churches a re

v is ib le  in  nearby v i l l ages  of Mtit  tern ho i t2  , H i l senhe im.  and

Wi t te rnhe im.  About f i f t y  m i les  south of St rassburg i s  the
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town o f  Se les  ta t  wh ich  had housed the  cas t le  and former home o f
a duke ,  bu t  now accomodates the  prov inc ia l  government  center  o f
admin is t ra t ion  which co l lec ts  taxes f rom the  surrounding a rea .

I t  was  in the  v i l l age  of Neuenki rche,  known as  the  Shr ine
of  Notre Game, f i f teen mi les  from Se les ta t  and two mi les f rom
Wi t te rnhe im,  tha t  Jacob and Mar ia  decided to es tab l i sh  a per -
manent home.  A few months  before 1825 a second ch i ld ,  a daugh-
te r  was bom and bap t i zed ,  Josephine Mar ia  Fecher .  Over a
per iod  o f  the next  ten years  f ive  more  children came in to  the
fami ly :  Mary in 1829,  Joseph Alexander in  1830,  Eva Barbara in
1831,  John Ph i l l i p  in  1833 and Walburga  in  1835.

V iewing  perspec t i ve ly  the  nex t  20 years many changes w i th
respec t  to soc ia l ,  educat iona l  and  language innovat ions had
af fec ted  th is  fami ly .  Though no t  ser ious ly  and no t  sudden ly ,
the  paren ts  rea l i zed  tha t  the  cons tan t  in f luence o f  French en-
vironment ( the i r  e thn ic  background be ing  German) cou ld  c rea te
cer ta in  d isadvantages  for the  growing  fami ly .  The ch i ld ren  had
at tended schoo l  in  the la rger  v i l l age  of  Wi t te rnhe im taught  by
German s is te rs  bu t  la te r  rep laced by  French  teachers .  The Ger -
man b ishops  and p r ies ts ,  p rov id ing  re l ig ious  serv ices  a t  the
shr ines  and  churches ,  were g radua l l y  rep laced  by the  French
h ie ra rchy .  I t  i s  remarkable tha t  w i th  a l l  the  in f luence of  the
French,  John Adam, b ro thers  and  s is te rs  were ab le  to and con-
t inued to wr i te  and  speak the  German language cor rec t l y  and
f luen t l y .  The reproduced copy o f  John Adam’s  d ia ry  of  1860 i s
an example  o f  h is  German sc r ip t  , s ty le  and knowledge o f  the
language .

I ,  in  my you th ,  had many v is i t s  a f te r  1900 w i th  g rand-
fa ther  and his s is te rs ,  and  the i r  growing fami l ies ,  was  as ton-
ished  a t  the i r  sk i l l fu l  usage o f  the  German language.  My
grandparents  and  h is  s is te rs  wou ld  converse in the  German lan-
guage on ly  and had d i f f i cu l t y  in speaking Eng l i sh .  In rea l i t y ,
the on ly  means of  communicat ion between these ances t ra l  fami -
l ies  was  by  conversat ion and le t te rs  in  German.  F rom the en-
erge t i c  d isp lay  o f  fami ly  un i ty  and conduc t  o f  th is  ances t ra l
fami ly ,  one must  infer  tha t  the  paren ts ,  Jacob and Mar ia ,  o r
a t  leas t  she ,  had had a des i rab le  soc ia l  assoc ia t ion  in  her
g i r lhood,  and  had  been educa ted  beyond the  mark p rov ided  by  the
common schoo l  of  the  midd le -c lass  in her  na t i ve  land o f  Croa t ia .

In a few years  John Adam grew to be an ac t i ve ,  use fu l ,
and  se l f - re l ian t  young man,  car ry ing  many respons ib i l i  tes  and
he lp ing  the  mother  w i th  the  growing fami ly .  Jacob,  the  fa ther ,
con t inued h is  ac t i v i t y  as  a success fu l  t radesman,  and  in t ime
purchased a few hec ta res  in  the  a rea  and  a house  in  the  v i l l age
o f  Neuenk i rche  . John Adam loved  to work ,  and  d isp layed  a l i fe
long in te res t  in  cu l t i va t ing  and  harves t ing  the  few hec ta res
o f  g ra in ,  loca ted  a ha l f -m i le  from' the  v i l l age .  Other  fami l ies
o f  the  v i l l age ,  perhaps  a dozen,  owned some cu l t i va ted  land
nearby ,  a house  and  garden p lo t ,  a cow T a few p igs  and ch ickens ,
thus  p rov id ing  the i r  da i l y  essen t ia ls .  An es  tab l i shed  procedure
a t  tha t  t ime and s t i l l  in  ex is tence ,  i s  the  coopera t i ve  e f fo r ts
o f  the  ne ighbors  in  the  c rad l ing ,  b ind ing ,  and  shocking of  the
r ipened sheaves  of  wheat  and  bar ley .  John Adam was ab le  to cu t
a swath  w i th  the  c rad le -scy the  as  bo ld  as  anyone wh i le  his two
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s is te rs  knew the  exact k ind  and amount of straw to b ind  the

loose  cu t  grain in to sheaves .  Of course ,  the s is te rs  fol lowed

wel l  behind h im,  ou t  of  harm of the swinging scy the.  They,

stooping and w i th  the i r  b reasts  and a rms,  would ca tch  the swath

of g ra in  where he had cas t  i t .  Now tucking the s t raw t ight ly

together w i th  a wisp of rye s t raw,  the  binding rye-straw rope

was brought around and tw is ted as  a knee pressure was appl ied;

and lo ,  a good ly ,  t i gh t l y  bound sheaf was ready to se t  up in  a

shock.

I t  was the brother who teased h is  s is ters  a t  t imes,  say-

ing ,  "Some day we w i l l  go  to America where good land i s  p len t i -

ful and grow many acres of wheat  which can be cut  wi th a con-

t rapt ion,  ca l led a mowing machine. You wi l l  never be  ab le  to

keep pace w i th  me in tying the cut g ra in . ”  John Adam had heard

about the  McCormick reaper with the  revolving paddle-wheel

which forced the standing straw into a moving s ick le .  History

recounts that  hundreds of acres o f  wheat ,  bar ley ,  and rye were

being cu t  by  this reaper in Pennsylvania and Virginia by 1845.

A few years la te r  the dream of John Adam mater ia l ized for

the fami ly migrated to America,  bu t  the  use  of the non-mechani-

ca l ,  man-powered cradle scythe continued many years for him,

as  many acres  o f  the  wi ld  forest land had to be  tamed for cu l -

t ivat ion in Oh io .

By coincidence many drawing forces were  pu l l i ng  Europeans

to the shores o f  the  New Wor ld .  Due to  pers is ten t  rumors of

g rea te r  oppor tun i t ies  in  land ownersh ip ,  r i ches ,  and  freedom o f

ac t ion in  Amer ica,  migrat ion increased a hundredfold in the

19th  Century .  One cannot  exclude the pol i t ica l ,  and soc ia l  un-

res t  in  Europe and the  des i re  of rel ig ious freedom, both  Cath-

o l i cs  and Reformers,  as  important mot ives for th is  huge migra-

t ion .

I t  was in the  year 1839 that  Father Francis de Sales

Brunner establ ished a branch of m iss ionar ies ,  (The Society of

the Precious B lood) ,  in Loewenberg, Switzerland, w i th  a few

pr ies ts  and lay brothers who had been sheltered in  the o ld  cas t le

belonging to his mother ,  Anna Marie Brunner. She had formed a

nucleus of women rel igious who kept Eucharistic v ig i lance ,  day

and n igh t ,  in the chapel .  This g roup ,  in rea l i t y ,  was the o r i -

gin of the Congregation of the Precious Blood S is te rs .  Natur -

a l l y ,  Fa ther  Brunner,  her son ,  was the  spir i tual  leader and a t

her  death in  1836,  she appointed S is ter  Clara Meisen Super ior,

approved ear l ie r  by Father Brunner.  The Bishop of Strassburg

noted  the neg lec t  o f  certa in shrines in Alsace due to the ab-

sence o f  German speaking p r ies ts ,  inv i ted Father Brunner to

send a few of h is  members to care for  the Shr ine o f  S t .  Odi le

in 1841.  By 1843 reformers had gained control o f  cer ta in can-

tons and compel led the Soc ie ty  to leave Swi tzer land.  Father

Brunner,  real iz ing the g rea t  need for more of h is  German speak-

ing missionar ies in the v i l l ages  along the Rh ine ,  pe t i t i oned

the  Bishop to estab l ish a new home for  the Society a t  the  Shr ine,

Shr ine o f  Drei  Aehren ,  A lsace ,  a few miles from Se les ta t .

This Shr ine,  too ,  had been neglected,  though,  much more was

des i red by this small band o f  p r ies ts ,  i t  was a home.  By their

e f fo r ts  the  buildings were res to red  to l ivable quar te rs  and the
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l oca t ion  became an idea l  one ,  a t  leas t  temporar i ly ,  for  the
Prec ious  B lood miss ionar ies  who prov ided  the re l ig ious  serv ices
and miss ion  exerc ises  fo r  the  neg lec ted  German Catho l i cs  in a
w ide  a rea  a round Se les ta t  . Two s is te rs  admin is te red  to the
temporal  needs  o f  the few pr ies ts .  In the  in te r im Fa ther
Brunner  had been in correspondence w i th  B ishop Purcel l  i n  Cin-
c inna t i  fo r  he contempla ted a more permanent home in  the  New
Wor ld  for the development and expansion of  h is  soc ie ty  o f  m is -
s ionar ies .  Eventua l l y ,  i t  was  h is  ambi t ion  to have  s is te rs  a id
the  p r ies ts  in th is  re l ig ious  work .  H is  con tac t  w i th  the
Bishop of  C inc innat i  had  been meager but  f ru i t fu l *  Though
Bishop Purce l l  had l i t t l e  knowledge o f  the po ten t ia ls  of th is
l i t t l e  g roup o f  m iss ionar ies ,  he d id  inv i te  Fa ther  Brunner to
send a few German pr ies ts  to meet  the  needs o f  the  German Cath-
o l i c  immigrants in  h is  d iocese .  Wi th in  a year there  was an  u r -
gen t  appeal by the  bishop for more p r ies ts  to admin is te r  to the
many German se t t le rs  in  the Nor thwes t -Cent ra l  par t  of  Oh io .

Wi th  such encouraging news Fa ther  Brunner  w i th  seven
pr ies ts  and seven lay  b ro thers ,  (p r ies t l y  cand ida tes) ,  s ta r ted
for  the New Wor ld  in October  1843,  and  landed a t  the Por t  of
New Or leans .  Proceeding by  boa t  up the  Miss iss ipp i ,  they  a r -
r i ved  in  C inc inna t i  on the  las t  day o f  the year and were  g ree t -
ed  by the  Bishop who lodged them and supp l ied  much in fo rmat ion
and adv ice  concern ing cond i t ions  of the  Church in  the  Nor thern
area .  He sugges ted  they occupy the  o ld  Redemtor is ts  M iss ion
of  S t .  A lphonse,  (now abandoned) ,  bu t  near  a v i l l age ,  the  p re -
sen t  town o f  Norwa lk .  This ear ly  m iss ion  p lace  ad jacen t  to a
se t t lement  wou ld  be  a more des i rab le  p lace  to bu i ld  a permanent
home .

Going up the  Ohio R iver  on January 2nd ,  they  passed smal l
f l ou r i sh ing  towns of  Por tsmouth ,  S teubenv i l l e ,  and  embarked a t
Wel lsv i l l e .  Their t rek  wes tward  th rough heavy  fo res ts  was  made
by  la rge  fa rm wagons over  near ly  impassab le  roads  toward Can-
ton and a r r i ved  in the  smal l  v i l l age  of  Mass i l l on  on  January
12 th .  Another  week b rought  them to S t .  A lphonse.  The  f i r s t
two weeks were devo ted  to the  sur round ings  in c rea t ing  a b i t  of
comfor t ,  s ince  there  were  no fu rn ish ings ,  bu t  the  young cand i -
da tes ,  having sk i l l s  in woodwork ing ,  w i th  an  abundance o f  hard
woods ,  fash ioned w i th in  a week  rough bu t  s tu rdy  cha i rs ,  tab les ,
and  beds teads .  Fa ther  Brunner w i th  h is  ass is tan t  began to  o r -
gan ize  the  te r r i to ry  fo r  miss ion  work .  In Ju ly  of  1844,  the
s is te rs  from Swi tzer land  a r r i ved  a f te r  a long t rek  and were
housed in  a log house tha t  had been abandoned a few years  ear -
l ie r .

Covering the a rea  to the West ,  two of the  miss ion  p r ies ts
were informed o f  two o ld  miss ion  se t t lements  a t  T i f f i n  and
Thompson,  about  20  miles West  o f  S t .  A lphonse.  I t  appeared a
pr ies t  had been ass igned by  the  Bishop to cover  th is  area some
years  ear l ie r  who had a lso  v is i ted  miss ions  of  o ther  German
Catho l i c  cen te rs  about  the  sparse ly  a rea  in Aug la ize ,  Shelby
and Mercer  Count ies*  Nd permanent  p r ies t  had  been ass igned to
conduct  re l ig ious  serv ices  except  a t  M ins te r ,  on  the cana l .
According to d iocesan records a log  church  had been bu i l t  i n
1834 w i th  a Fa ther  Bar te ls ,  now,  as  permanent  pas to r  admin is -
ter ing to over  400 fami l ies ,  aggregat ing  2000 adu l ts ,  inc lud ing
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children who were  taught  in  the v i l l age  schoo l .

Due to the  scarc i t y  o f  p r ies ts  and the fa i l i ng  hea l th  of

Fa ther  Bar te ls ,  Fa ther  Brunner was adv ised  by Bishop Purce l l  to

consider  es tab l i sh ing  a permanent p lace  for the  Congregat ion o f

p r ies ts  and s is te rs  o f  the Prec ious  Blood in  th is  concent ra ted

area o f  German Cathol ic  se t t le rs .  This was  accompl ished a few

years  a f te r  Fa ther  Navarron who had re l ig ious  serv ices  fo r  the

French se t t le rs  a t  Versa i l l es ,  ins is ten t l y  reques ted  fo r  German

pr ies ts  to come in to  the  area Nor th  and West o f  M ins te r .

Wi th  the many de ta i l s  confront ing Fa ther  Brunner in ad-

min is ter ing the  a f fa i rs  o f  a re l ig ious  congregat ion , he ,  a f ter

the  death o f  h is  mother  had de legated  a l l  f inancia l  respons i -
b i l i t i es  to the  Mother  Superior o f  S is te rs  who was  to p rov ide

the  temporal needs of bo th ,  p r ies ts  and s is te rs .  I t  is to be

noted  tha t  for  many years  f inances were in  the hands o f  the

Nbther Super ior ,  who,  w i th  the  adv ice o f  Fa ther  Brunner and

succeeding p rov inc ia ls ,  d i rec ted ,  superv ised,  and con t ro l led

a l l  expendi tures re la t i ve  to the needs o f  the combined soc ie ty

o f  p r ies ts  and s is te rs  in  Amer ica.  Wi th  the  cooperat ion o f  the

two,  Mother Superior and Fa ther  Brunner,  a major  program o f  ex-

pansion in the building of convents ,  a dozen o r  more ,  th rough-

ou t  Mercer Cbunty came in to  being from 1850 to 1860.

I t  had been the des i re  of Father Brunner as  we l l  as  h is

mother to carry on the miss ion  work through the es tab l i shment

o f  homes (miss ions) ,  wh ich  wou ld  prov ide l ivable quar te rs  for

p r ies ts  and s is te rs  in  cen te rs  where  immigrants  had se t t led .

Today ,  former ly  miss ion cen te rs ,  par ishes  from two to f ive

mi les apar t ,  w i th  beaut i fu l  churches and h igh  be l l  towers can

be v iewed in  a l l  d i rec t ions  in  th is  county .

Groups o f  s is te rs  were cons tan t l y  migrat ing to America to

ass is t  the p r ies ts  and by  1845,  upon the  sa le  of Mother  Brun-

ner ' s  Cas t le ,  a l l  had been housed in  the  New Wor ld .  Ten o r

more s is te rs  under a Jfinor Superior were  ass igned to each con-

ven t  to care  for  the  chape l ,  ou tbu i ld ings ,  land ,  and the  schoo l -

ing o f  ch i ld ren and  to p rov ide  the tempora l  needs o f  two or

more  p r ies ts  ass igned to  the  miss ion  a rea  who l i ved  in  a sma l l

log house  in  the  v ic in i t y  of the chape l .

However ,  w i th  the rapid popu la t ion  g rowth  o f  bo th ,
p r ies ts  and s is te rs ,  f i nanc ia l  con f l i c ts  a rose  wh ich  encouraged

both  to form independent  o rgan iza t ions  of se l f -government .
Through the combined e f fo r ts  o f  Mother  Kunigunda, her  ass is tan t

and Mother  Ludovica and Fa ther  Henry Drees ,  Prov inc ia l  o f  the

Fathers ,  a separa t ion ,  bo th  in  government  and  in  p roper ty  nad

been accomplished in  September 1889.

At this t ime i t  i s  necessary  to d i rect  our a t ten t ion  to

the huge wave o f  immigrants,  bo th ,  French and  German who came

to American in the  midd le  of the 19 th  Century .  An ear ly  h is -

to ry ,  news i tems in  the Cinc innat i  Telegraph provided much in -

format ion on  German and French fami l ies  from Alsace who migra-

ted  to  Darke Cbunty (Versa i l l es  a rea) ,  as  ear ly  as  1833 by

names of Bernard ,  Gr i l l i o t ,  Marcha l  and o thers .  They were  fo r -

tuna te  to have the i r  own French p r ies t ,  Fa ther  Navarron
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appointed by  Bishop Purce l l  to prov ide re l ig ious  serv ices in
the three French v i l l ages  of Frenchtown,  Versa i l l es  and F t .
Loraraie (a  mixed French and German e t t lement ) .  The par ish o f
S t .  Michael a t  F t .  Loramie,  founded in 1838 . was  admin is tered by
Father  Wi l l i am B igo t  a f te r  1874.  Communicat ing w i th  2nd ,  and
3rd genera t ions  he wro te  a de ta i led  h is to ry  of the  se t t l i ng  and
development of th is  communi ty .

However ,  the  g rea tes t  concent ra t ion  o f  immigran ts  mater i -
a l i zed  in  Mercer  and Aug la ize  count ies  a f te r  1850,  which in
tu rn  demanded more and more miss ion  cen te rs  and personnel  in
providing re l ig ious  serv ices  to the se t t le rs  and the  educat ion
o f  the i r  ch i ld ren .  Fa ther  Brunner and in f luen t ia l  s i s te rs  made
enumerab le  journeys  to  Germany and nearby p rov inces ,  encourag-
ing young men and women to en te r  the  communi ty  as  po ten t ia l
cand ida tes ,  f inanc ing a l l  expenses .  A pr ime example of Old
Wor ld  rec ru i tment  was  in  1847,  when i t s  membership was  expand-
ed  by  40  young women and 8 young men as  a g roup ,  f inanced by
the  Soc ie ty  to cons ider  a re l ig ious  career .  Th is  i s  no t  to say
tha t  the  sons and daughters  o f  the se t t le rs  had  no t  swel led i t s
ranks  subs tan t ia l l y .  In my research  s tudy  o f  the h is to ry  o f
the  o r ig in ,  g rowth ,  and ded ica t ion  of re l ig ious  communi t ies ,  i t
was found tha t  the  ear ly  m ig ran t  fami l ies  w i th  la rge  fami l ies
had a g rea t  in te res t  in  the  we l fa re  and  development o f  the
Soc ie ty  by  provid ing mater ia l  a id  and encouraged the i r  ch i ld ren
to th is  l i fe  o f  ded ica t ion .  The ros te r  o f  membership o f  bo th
communi t ies p resents  persons  w i th  fami l ia r  names of o r ig ina l
se t t le rs .  These of the  1s t ,  2nd ,  and 3rd genera t ions  were  and
are now leaders in  the two congregat ions .

Throughout the  years  f rom 1843 to 1850,  Fa ther  Brunner
was  in cons tan t  touch  w i th  h is  four  members who had  remained a t
the  o ld  home in  Drei  Aehren ,  A lsace .  These four  cont inued to
ho ld  re l ig ious  serv ices  and miss ions  in  the  German v i l l ages .
Wi th  l i t t l e  specu la t ion  one  can  a r r i ve  a t  the  conc lus ion  tha t
the  fami ly  of Jacob Abraham had learned  o f  and had v is i ted  the
Precious Blood p r ies ts  a t  the Shr ine .  Wi thou t  doubt ,  John Adam
and h is  s is te rs  a t tended the miss ions  in  and about  Se les ta t  and
learned much about  the  New Wor ld  and the German and French se t -
t lements  in Mercer  and Darke Count ies .  The genuineness of th is
asser t ion  i s  we l l  es tab l i shed  in  the  memoirs o f  Fa ther  Brunner ,
housed a t  S t .  Char les Seminary ,  Car thagena,  Oh io .  Here we f ind
many le t te rs  from him to h is  members in  A lsace and they in tu rn
in formed him o f  the many fami l ies
County .  We quote  from one,  "Dear
young peop le ,  yes ,  who le  fami l ies
leav ing  w i thou t  Baren ts ,  fo r  your

who were migrat ing to Mercer
Fa ther  Brunner,  Many o f  our
o f  young men and women, a re
count ry ,  who need your d i r -

ec t ion  and help, a l l
l i ne  of a long le t t

ood  p rac t i c ing  Ca tho l i cs .  " The opening
Father  Brunner to  h is  comrades was ,

"There  a re  g rea t  oppor tun i t ies  here  for our  Soc ie ty  and  fo r  a l l
Ca tho l i cs  who w ish  to come to  America for there  i s  much ava i l -
ab le  land  and  very  cheap.  A se t t le r  can eas i l y  purchase enough
acreage to ma in ta in  two cows or  more and  a horse o r  two for
cu l t i va t ion .  Anyone can  t rave l  f rom Havre ,  Bremen,  o r  Amster -
dam on a f re igh te r  for $20 by  providing h is  own food on  the
boa t . **

Many Europeans in  A lsace ,  Bavar ia ,  and Pruss ia  scraped
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toge ther  the i r  meager  resources ,  t raveled by  f re ighter  to Amer-

ica in  the las t  ha l f  o f  the 19 th  Century and  were  prepared to

l i ve  in  the  ho ld  of the  ship w i th  l i t t l e  food.  This was indeed

try ing for  them for the i r  beds  were narrow bunks,  somet imes two

and three t ie rs  h igh ,  one above the o ther ,  and a t tached to the

inner  wa l l  o f  the  boa t ,  wh i le  wooden benches provided sea ts ,

a t tached on  the  ou te r  wa l l .  Dreams o f  be t te r  l i v ing  in  the  New

Wor ld  gave  them courage to go  on .

Migran ts  , i n  learning from, le t te rs  and campaign propa-

ganda about  the r iches in  Amer ica,  were  subject  to o ther  means
of informat ion tha t  were  ava i lab le  in the  form o f  t ravel  books ,

and  a r t i c les  in newspapers in  Rh ine land  and  Bavar ia  . People

were beseeched by European agents  in  the  homeland to  take ad-

vantage of land of f ices in  New York and Ba l t imore  who would

prov ide a id  in  acqu i r ing  new homes.  For over  a ha l f -cen tu ry
these land o f f i ces  had been es tab l i shed ,  inducing and advising
immigrants  to se t t le  in  Ohio when land ing ,  where  they  could  buy

famr land  of huge fo res ts  a t  $1 .00  per  acre o r  purchase a sma l l

house in v i l l ages  along the canal for  less  than $100.  Gener -

a l l y ,  a se t t le r  would buy o r  make a down payment w i th  a land

of f ice a f f i l i a ted  w i th  one  in Cincinnati  tha t  tvould provide

ownership papers to the family upon a r r i va l .  These ear ly  land
purchases made in  New York o r  Bal t imore opened up ways of spec-

u la t ion ,  and c rea ted  sharpers  who f i l ched  the unaware,  occa-

s iona l l y .

News of migrant  fami l ies  going to America were  con t inu-

ous ly  coming to the a t ten t ion  o f  the Fecher  fami ly .  This c re-

a ted  a cons tan t  p iece of con ver sa t  in in  la te  1847 and w in te r

and spring o f  T848,  which u l t imate ly  mater ia l i zed  in  the i r

going to the  New Wor ld .

Jbhn Adam, Josephine,  and Mary over  20 years  o f  age ,  Eva

Barbara 17 ,  and Joseph A lex  18 ,  were mature  persons and had the

ab i l i t y  to earn a l iv ing anywhere and  under a l l  s i tua t ions .

The exact  mot iva t ion  for depar tu re  and the consent  of the  par -

en ts  i s  c louded by incomple te  fac ts ,  bu t  there  shou ld  be  no

doubting o f  the  fac t  tha t  the  courage,  resourcefu lness and ages

o f  the  mature  ch i ld ren ,  even tua l l y ,  ga ined  the consent  of the

paren ts  before  the  end of spr ing .  There were ,  however ,  many

debatab le  ques t ions  and con t ingenc ies  to be  considered and to

be met .  Should the en t i re  family m ig ra te?  If the ch i ldren

on ly ,  who shou ld  remain w i th  the paren ts  who were  now p f  midd le

age w i th  less  ambi t ion  and s t reng th  to con t inue  as  in  the  pas t?

I t  was f i r s t  sugges ted  tha t  the  young son ,  John Ph i l l i p ,  15
years o f  age ,  and  the daughter ,  Wa lburga ,  remain w i th  the  par -

en ts .  In the end  i t  was  decided tha t  John shou ld  have  the same

oppor tuni ty  as  the  o thers ,  for he and his o lder b ro ther ,  Joseph,

were in t imate  pa ls  and cou ld  be  of ass is tance  to each o ther  in

the New wor ld .  Wi th  th is  momentous decision made,  the paren ts

w i th  Walburga reso lved to leave the home and smal l  farm a t

Neuenkirche and re tu rn  to Munich.

In March the two p roper t ies ,  inc lud ing household ar t ides  ,

were  so ld  to neighbors and personal  e f fec ts ,  c lo th ing ,  and

keepsakes were  the i r  on ly  va luab les  upon leave- tak ing  . The
fami ly  was  in  a pos i t ion  now to car ry  ou t  the venture since the
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young people were to go  to America and the  parents and Walburga

to  Mun ich .  Munich in  the meantime had inc reased in popu la t ion ,

finance and t rade,  industry and transportat ion which e levated

i t  to one of the important cities in Middle-Europe .

It was  the f irst day of April 1848, tha t  the family took

leave  on  a smal l  r iver  c ra f t  up the Rhine R iver .  The paren ts

and Walburga disembarked near  Kar ls ruhe  and  began tracing the

s teps  taken 25 years ear l ie r .  Wi th  a f ina l  farewel l  to the

children, never to see them aga in ,  they went ashore  while the

group o f  young people remained on the  boat to Amsterdam. Due

to the  l imi ted amount of money (go ld ) ,  for  this venture of par -
en ts  and ch i ld ren ,  John Adam ins is ted  tha t  the paren ts  keep the

major  por t ion of i t  and the children take a suf f ic ient  amount

for passage,  food,  and lodging in Amsterdam and in New York.

The paren ts ,  w i th  mixed emot ions o f  sadness,  joy and hope,  gave

each of the ch i ld ren  $10  in  go ld .  I t  was  sugges ted  tha t  i t  be

div ided among th ree ,  concealed in the i r  clothing for  sa fe -
keeping unti l  they  reached New York.

Now, a t  las t ,  was  the  beginning o f  the fu l f i l lment  of
their  American d ream.  According to the meager diary of John

Adam, i t  s ta ted  tha t  they  embarked a t  Amsterdam on Apri l  12 th ,
and a r r i ved  in  New York harbor on May 28 th ,  1848 experiencing

no striking d i f f icu l t ies on the voyage.  They did not  contract
fo r  land  in Oh io  upon landing , perhaps due to  the  scarc i t y  o f
money,  bu t  journeyed by a s low t ra in ( the  newly constructed
Baltimore and Ohio Ra i l road) ,  to Lebanon Oounty ,  Pennsylvania.

The group o f  s ix ,  applying themselves di l igent ly to avai lab le
farm work in the area near Har r isburg ,  found i t  poss ib le  to

move on to Bal t imore in two years .

They found l i t t l e  diff iculty in  crossing the Appalachian

Mountains over  the B .  & O.  Rai l road to their  desired dest ina-

t ion ,  (C inc inna t i ,  Oh io ) ,  ar r iv ing there  in  Apri l  1850 .  The

ambit ion o f  the group was to reach Mercer County ,  the area de-

scribed in  Fa ther  Brunner ' s  le t te rs ,  and to purchase farm land
for the i r  fu tu re  home and secur i ty .

However, th is  was no t  the ambi t ion  of Joseph A lex ,  now

20 years  o ld ,  and his b ro ther  John, 17 .  The country was not

for them and they  remained  in  Ba l t imore ,  where  they  found em-
ployment  w i th  the  Ci ty  Passenger Green Line cars o f  which were

drawn by horses from s t ree t  to  s t ree t ,  a l ike ly  job for Joseph

who became a dr iver o f  the horses  fo r  more than th i r t y  years ,

and  became the  occupat ion o f  his son upon his re t i rement .

Since no communication o r  con tac t  by the members of the fami ly
had  been ma in ta ined  w i th  the  two b ro thers ,  Ph i l l ip  Fecher ,

g rea t  grandson o f  Joseph, l i v ing  in  the  Baltimore area in i t ia-
ted an  inqui ry  of the Fecher Ancest ry  in Ohio upon reading a

pub l i shed  a r t i c le  in  the  Catho l i c  Fami ly D iges t ,  wr i t ten  by

Ju l ie  Mar ie  Fecher ,  my daughter ,  in  1049.

THE NEW HOME

Upon arriving in Cincinnati , John Adam eager ly inquired

about  a Land Of f i ce  tha t  could g ive  h im informat ion on  land in
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northern Ohio.  He was  informed that  large t racts  o f  land had

been gran ted  to so ld ie rs  and the i r  he i rs  in payment  o f  m i l i ta ry

serv ices  wh i le  o ther  t rac ts  had been so ld  to land con t rac to rs

early in 1800.  If he wished to buy land in  Mercer County i t

could be  obta ined from pr iva te  owners only in the a rea .  Land-

owners,  mainly pol i t ic ians and fr iends o f  inf luence, had pur-

chased vas t  s t re tches  of fo res t  land from the Land Off ice in

C inc inna t i ,  f i f t y  o r  more  years  ear l ie r ,  and in  the  meant ime,

so ld  smal le r  t rac ts  to se t t le rs ,  known as  Yankees, from Conn-

ec t i cu t ,  New York, Pennsy lvania ,  and Virginia who were  eager  to

explore new f ront iers  beyond the mounta ins .

Or ig ina l  Land Gran t  in  Oh io

James Madison, President o f  the  Uni ted S ta tes  o f  America.

To A l l  To Whom These Presents  Sha l l  Come Gree t ing ,
Know Ye, That  "John Doe" having deposited in the Treasury a

Cer t i f i ca te  o f  the Register o f  the Land Office a t  Cinc innat i ,

whereby i t  appears that ful l  payment has been made for Section

. . . . Township Range

. . . . , o f  the land lying between the Old Indian Boundary

Line and Lake Er ie of the Virginia Reservat ion,  so ld under the

d i rec t ion  o f  the Register o f  the  Land Office a t  Cincinnati  by

v i r tue o f  the r igh t  of premption g ran ted  by law to certain per -

sons who have contracted w i th  John Doe o r  his assoc ia tes ,  THERE

IF GRANTED, by  the Uni ted S ta tes ,  in  pursuance o f  the  Act  o f

Congress in that  case prov ided,  unto the said (name o f  Pur-

chaser) Sect ion o f  land above described: TO

HAVE AND TO HOLD the  sa id  sect ion o f  land w i th  a l l  appur te -

nances,  unto the sa id  Purchaser ,  h is  he i rs  and ass igns  forever .

SEAL In TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have caused these  le t te rs

OF to be  made Paten t ,  and the Seal of the  General

OHIO Land Off ice to be  hereunto  a f f i xed .

GIVEN under my Hand a t  the  C i ty  of Washington,  the
20th day o f  July in the Year of Our Lord ,  1812,
and o f  the Independence o f  the United S ta tes  o f

Amer ica ,  the 34 th .

BY THE PRESIDENT: James Madison
(signed )

Edward T i f f i n ,  Conscr ip t  of  General Land Off ice
(s igned)

Af ter  learning about the poss ib i l i t ies  of purchasing land

in Mercer County,  John Adam inquired w i th  respect to the where-

about o f  and method o f  t ravel  to the  county seat  o f  Cel ina.  In

reading his d ia ry  in the o r ig ina l  sc r ip t  we f ind  these  words ,

"My grea tes t  desire was to come to good o ld  Mercer County. "  The

area around Ce l ina ,  the county  sea t ,  was accessib le by a canal

boat  up the Ohio Lake Erie Canal .  Th is  waterway had been

bu i l t  from Cincinnat i  to Lake Erie in 1841, with Minster as  a

canal por t  , 20 mi les Eas t  of Ce l ina . The canal  had  been the

only means o f  transportat ion into nor thern Ohio except  by
horseback through dense fo res ts  o r  by  canoe up the  Great  Miami

River to Dayton on ly .  I t  connected Cinc innat i  w i th  smal l

towns and v i l l ages  o f  Germantown, Middletown, Day ton ,  P iqua,
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Ft .  Lo ramie ,  (o ld  Indian v i l l age  and la te r  a U .S .  For t ) ,  Min-
s te r ,  New Bremen, Defiance and on  to  To ledo.  This one and  on ly
impor tant  means  of  t ranspor ta t ion  and communication a l lowed
t rave l  as  we l l  as  the sh ipment  o f  g ra in ,  woo l ,  meat ,  and  simple
farm too ls ,  an ima ls ,  e tc . ,  f rom the  fa rms to the  count ry  towns
and v i l l ages  along the rou te .

Adam and h is  s is te rs  took passage on a f la t -boa t  to
nor thern  Ohio by way of  the  Ohio  Erie Canal  one  ear ly  Apr i l
morn ing.  Hie horse-drawn f la t -boa t  g l ided  smooth ly  away,  load-
ed w i th  p leasure-seekers ,  t radesmen,  merchants  f rom the  upper
lake  a rea ,  produce buyers and a few immigran ts .  A f te r  pass ing
through the  smal l  v i l l ages  o f  Hami l ton  and  Middletown the  f i r s t
day .  i t  a r r i ved  in  Day ton ,  a smal l  c i t y  o f  about 15 ,000  on the
second.  in the  las t  hour o f  semi -darkness , the  emerg ing  n igh t
l i fe  a long the  cana l  had i t s  enchantment .  Cool b reezes  swept
over  the  boa t  but  subs ided as  the  boa t  en tered  the  deep fo res t
cover ing each bank .  As  the  s ta rs  came ou t ,  myr iads  o f  f i re -
f l i es  on e i ther  s ide  im i ta ted  the i r  spark le .  The boa t  car r ied
a b r i l l i an t  lan te rn  in the  bow wh ich  d ispersed a c i rc le  o f  ye l -
low l igh t  on the watery  t rack  ahead.

In Dayton much cargo was  unloaded and loaded to and f rom
water - leve l  warehouses ,  loca ted  between Second and F i f th
s t ree ts  on bo th  banks o f  the cana l .  Many tradesmen and drum-
mers  in the evening and ear ly  morning hours  be fo re  depar tu re
ca l led  on  local cus tomers  who were  ava i lab le  for t rade .  Smal l
ho te ls ;  the Beck le ,  Ph i l l ips  and rooming houses  provided n igh t
lodging fo r  many passengers ,  wh i le  Adam and h is  s is te rs  w i th  a
few o ther  passengers ,  who were compel led to p rac t i ce  f ruga l i t y ,
remained on the boa t  for the  n igh t .  The next morning the boa t
p roceeded slowly Nor th ,  occas iona l l y ,  e levated to  h igher  land
by 20 o r  more  locks .  I t  was  apparent  to Adam tha t  th is  area
was excel lent  farm land ,  now covered w i th  heavy  fores t  and ex-
tended a long  bo th  s ides  o f  the  l i l y - in fes ted  cana l .  Here and
there ,  a c lear ing  for  an  i so la ted  v i l l age ,  a fa rm,  o r  jus t  a
house .  Eventua l l y ,  i t  passed th rough the  v i l lage  of P iqua  (an
Indian v i l l age) ,  and  the French  se t t lement  of  For t  Loramie, By
ear ly  evening the  prosperous v i l l age  o f  M ins te r ,  the  des t ina-
t ion of the four ,  came in to  v iew.  The day ’s  exper ience o f
Adam, seeing the  vas tness  and r i ches  o f  na tu re ,  a roused in  h im
a consc iousness  o f  th is  count ry ’s  wea l th  as  we l l  as  h is  new re -
la t ion  to i t .  This emot ion  became progress ive ly  in tense ,  com-
p le te ly  overwhelming h im as  he  approached the  l i t t l e  v i l l age .

For  them,  es tab l i sh ing  a p rosperous  fa rm homestead in the
v i rg in  fo res t  of  Mercer County ,  perhaps  a day 's  journey  f rom
th is  busy  l i t t l e  cana l  por t ,  developed in to  more  than a v is ion .
Thus ended the  long journey  and menta l  angu ish  on reaching th is
goal  wh i le  p rayer  and hope suppor ted them,  a lways  conf ident  tha t
Providence would d i rec t  them proper ly .

Mins ter  and i t s  twin v i l l age  o f  New Bremen, two mi les  to
the Nor th ,  had a lso  been se t t led  by Germans.  The p ioneers  o f
New Bremen o f  s taunch  Lutheran s tock  had  migra ted  f rom Nor th -
ern Germany,  whi le  those  o f  M ins te r  were  f rom middle and lower
Germany where  the re l ig ion  remained Catho l i c .  In sp i te  o f  the
two denominat iona l  re l ig ious d i f fe rences ,  soc ia l  and t rade
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re la t ions  o f  these two se t t lements  had been most  amiable and

have cont inued so throughout the years .

Except ional hard woods of ash ,  h ickory ,  and oak  in  th is

area fos tered domest ic  manufactur ing of s t i r rups  , bar re l  s taves  ,

whee ls  and  wooden handles in  bo th  v i l l ages  in the 19 th  Century .

Wi th  the in t roduc t ion  of sheep in  wes te rn  Oh io ,  New Bremen be-

came an  important  cen te r  in  the processing of wool from the raw
sta te  to  the spinning and  manufactur ing o f  c lo th  and b lanke ts .

This indus t ry  con t inued far  in to  the  20 th  Century and  eventu -

a l l y  expanded to S t .  Marys .  Many o f  the  present  generat ion

have had the  p r i v i lege  of s leep ing under the  we l l -known St .
Mary ’s  b lanke ts .  Inc iden ta l l y ,  every bed in  our  farm home has

a woo len-ba t  cover le t  wh i le  a l l  the f loors  are covered w i th
woolen rug-carpe ts ,  p roduc ts  o f  p rocessed f leece from our  own
sheep and  loomed a t  New Bremen in 1940.

Mins ter  appeared to be a g rea t  trade cen te r  in  the  p ro -
cess ing  o f  farm products of meat  and g ra in .  Old p r in ts ,  penci l

ske tches ,  and pa in t ings  of th is  era depict  g ra in  e leva to rs ,
meat  and h ide processing p lan ts .  Centered near  the landing
whar f  on bo th  s ides  of the  canal  were shops o f  wagonmakers ,

b lacksmi ths  and o ther  hand ic ra f ts ,  cater ing to  the se t t le rs ,
thus  providing a r t i c les  necessary  for  simple co lon ia l  l i v ing .

Transportat ion in  and about  these  canal V i l l ages  was  by car t ,

high-wheel farm wagons,  o r  on horseback .

The next morn ing,  approaching the whar f ,  Jbhn Adam no ted

tha t  a few farmers of the  surrounding and par t l y  c leared  bush

country  were urging their  s tu rdy  teams o f  farm horses  to move a

l i t t l e  fas te r  w i th  the h igh-whee led ,  narrow-gauged wagons to -

ward  the g ra in  e leva to r .  Adjacent  to and  combined w i th  i t  was
a water  -d r iven powered f lour  mi l l  which could be  seen above

the  t ree tops .  Both  were loca ted  on the bank of the cana l .  He ,

ambl ing ,  toward them and shading h is  eyes  from the  morning sun ,

s ta red  in  open-mouth d isbel ie f  a t  the  f ran t i c  ac t i v i t y  around

and about  th is  cen t ra l  po in t  of  t rade .  I t  i s  to be remembered
tha t  a l l  bus ines  w i th  the  surrounding count ry  was  focused in

bu i ld ings  and shops about  the  canal  dock.  Gr izz led  bearded
farmers in coarse homespun woo lens  were  unloading loose ly -

woven gra in  sacks  of wheat  and  rye a t  the e leva to r  and  mi l l .
O thers  were ro l l ing mina tu re  bar re ls  o f  mo lasses  and  honey and

large hogs-heads of sa l t  pork onto  the whar f .  He became aware
o f  sh ipments o f  smal l  l i ve  p igs ,  ca lves ,  and chickens in  wea-

ther  bea ten  c ra tes  to go  to dea le rs  in  towns and v i l l ages  up
and down the cana l .  Wi th in  an hour droves o f  ca t t le  and hogs ,

from the  surrounding count ry  , herded by  a number o f  men.  boys ,

and  dogs were cor ra l led  in to  a fence enc losure  ad jacen t  to the
s laughte rhouse .  These an ima ls  had been purchased in  the area

by a ca t t le  and  hog buyer  ear l ie r  in the  week and by  coopera-

t ive  e f fo r ts  of se l lers and the  buyer  the animals were  moved
as  a unit  to the  stockyard for  s laughte r .  The open,  wooded,

and unfenced country must have c rea ted  many prob lems for those

par t ic ipa t ing  in  th is  roundup.  Wi th in  a day o r  two the  pro-

cessed products  o f  these an ima ls  w i th  o ther  fa rm produc ts

-would f ind  the i r  way by 'canal boat to the markets o f  the grow-

ing towns along the  waterway .
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Occas iona l l y ,  a coup le ,  man and w i fe ,  wou ld  pass  by in  a
dog -car t  o r  buckboard ,  car t ing boxes of  drawn and dressed car -
casses  of  pork ,  lamb,  o r  ch ickens .  They were  eager  to bar te r
w i th  a loca l  merchant  for  s tap les ,  boo ts ,  o r  shoes .  Perhaps,
more f ruga l  than o thers ,  th is  coup le  an t i c ipa ted  an add i t iona l
monetary  re tu rn  o f  p ro f i t  due  to  the  ex t ra  ef for t  expended.

At  the  land ing ,  no t  one bu t  two cana l  boa ts  were  wa i t ing
to  be loaded.  Sacks o f  newly  g round f lour ,  d ressed hams,  s ides
o f  bee f ,  and  a var ie ty  o f  wooden fo rk ,  hoe ,  and plow hand les
were  moved in to  the  ho ld  o f  the  boa t .  Adam v isua l i zed  the
grea t  moment o f  good l iv ing fo r  fa rmers  had a r r i ved  in th is
par t  o f  Ohio and hopefu l ,  he an t i c ipa ted  to share  in i t s  bounty .

I t  was  on  th is  very  morning when Adam was imagining and
dreaming of  a be t te r  l i fe tha t  he met  and learned to know a
young man,  Maxmil l ian Se i tz ,  standing near  the  mi l l .  Max was
a very  approachable young man of  23  years ,  l i v ing  w i th  h is  par -
en ts  and  family near  Mar ia S te in ,  s ix  mi les  wes t  o f  M ins te r .
His parents w i th  o ther  German fami l ies  had migrated f rom Ger -
many 10 years  before  in to  th is  dense fo res t  . Max could we l l
remember const ruc t ing  a log house  and a th ree-s ided  shed for  a
few an ima ls  in  the  mids t  of  a sma l l  c leared ,  s tump- in fes ted
p lo  t o f  g round .

A t  th is  po in t  in  t ime i t  m igh t  be  we l l  to review cur ren t
ideas  o f  ear ly  co lon ia l  l iv ing wh ich  had been based on h is to r i -
ca l  co lon ia l  s i tes  in the  Eas t .  Immediate ly  one wou ld  be ap-
pr ised  of  the fac t  tha t  the  l i ves  o f  these  ear ly  se t t le rs  was
very  d i f fe ren t  and f i l l ed  w i th  many hardsh ips .  What  the average
reader  had seen was merely the  cream o f  co lon ia l  l i fe ,  de-
p ic t ing  fo lks o f  wea l th  w i th  s ta rched l inen  and  t r i  cornered
hats ,  ch ippenda le  fu rn i tu re ,  four -pos te r  beds ,  qu i l l  pens ,  e tc .
Our  fo re fa thers ,  the  ear ly  se t t le rs ,  wh ich  inc luded Max,  Adam,
and ne ighbors  were  t ry ing to  wres t  a L iv ing f rom the  land
wi th  c rude ,  back-break ing  agr icu l tu ra l  methods and too ls ,  re -
l y ing  heav i l y  on w i ld  foods  fo r  the i r  tab les .  In sp i te  o f  the
r ich  b lack  so i l ,  w i thou t  crop fe r t i l i za t ion  and  ro ta t ion ,  and
peppered w i th  s tumps i t  was  a Hercu l ian  e f fo r t  to p rov ide  su f -
f i c ien t  essen t ia ls  in  the  f i r s t  years  o f  f ron t ie r  L i fe .  Mos t
g round-break ing  was  done by c iumsy ,  wooden,  i ron- t ipped pLows
pu l ied  by  horses ,  and  the  fa rmer  by  bending over  a hoe  and rake
from sun-up to sun-down prepared  an inadequate  seedbed wh ich
was sown w i th  hand-cas t  seed o f  wheat ,  rye ,  o r  barLey  a few
weeks La te r .  What  were  the  resu l ts  a t  the  end o f  the  season?
Gra in ,  lack ing  in amount and qua l i t y ,  would be  harves ted ,  cu t
by  hand w i th  a s ick le  o r  scy the  and th reshed w i th  f la i l s  on a
c lo th  o r  wooden f loor .

In sp i te  of  these  many hardsh ips ,  Max ’s  family had over -
came some o f  these  d i f f i cu l t ies  for  w i th in  a per iod  of  ten  years
they had  c leared p lo ts  fo r  f ru i t  t rees  and vegetab les ,  and some
t i l l ab le  ac reage for  wheat ,  bar ley ,  and rye .  Ihe fami ly  had
domest ica ted  w i ld  bees ,  purchased a p lough,  a high -wheel  farm
wagon,  two horses ,  some ca t t le  and a f lock  o f  sheep and ch ickens .

Max came to Mins te r  fo r  the  g r ind ing  of g ra in  in to  f lour ,
and wh i le  wa i t ing  h is  turn on  th is  ear ly  morning he spied th is
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young man of s im i la r  age who appeared to be  a s t ranger  in  the
v i l l age .  Wi th  the usual  home-spun brand o f  f ra te rn iza t ion  and
a re f lec t i ve  smi le  he brought  in to  p lay  a conversa t ion  tha t
might  be  o f  in te res t  to th is  new acquaintance:  " I  am Max,
l iv ing w i th  my paren ts  and fami ly  on some c leared land ,  West ,
about  ha l fway to Ce l ina . ”  Adam upon hear ing the name Ce l ina ,
the  county  sea t  o f  Land Records ,  was  aroused w i th  cur ios i t y  and
in te res t ,  for here he thought i s  someone who can help us .  Max,
w i th  more t ime to pass ,  and Adam, g rea t l y  concerned about land
and want ing  to learn  more o f  o ther  German se t t le rs ,  began a
l i ve ly  conversa t ion .  Max re la ted  the  exper iences o f  the Se i tz
fami ly  of the pas t  ten years as  we l l  as  the abundance o f  land
ava i lab le  a t  less than $10 per  ac re .  He did not  neg lec t  to  te l l
h im how the bui ld ing of the cana l  had improved the i r  everyday
rou t ine  of making a comfor tab le  l i v ing .  He sa id  i t  had opened
a b r i sk  exchange of t rade between the p ioneers  and the  fami l ies
o f  the  v i l l ages  and towns a long the cana l .  Adam told o f  h is
exper iences in  A lsace  and the i r  recent  journey to the New Wor ld .
He sa id ,  ”My one  ambit ion i s  to have a few acres  in Mercer
County  for we had been informed by German pr ies ts  in  A lsace
tha t  the i r  Soc ie ty  had es tab l i shed  a new home in th is  te r r i -
to ry . "  "My three s is te rs , "  he con t inued,  "came w i th  me and are
now v is i t ing  the  church . "  Ihe conversat ion cont inued on many
topics re la ted  to the l i fe  in  the  w i lderness ,  thus  creating a
f r iend ly ,  soc iab le ,  and congenial  re la t ionsh ip .

Adam, des i red to have Max meet  his s is te rs ,  for addit ional
conversat ions wou ld  g ive  them the opportunity o f  gaining more
information about th is  vas t  fo res t  country and a t  the same t ime

find a way to Ce l ina .  For tuna te ly ,  he  sp ied h is  s is te rs  coming
from the  church ,  wh ich  was  loca ted  a shor t  d is tance  beyond the
mi l l ,  and ca l l ing  and  waving to them he  and Max met  them mid-
way .  Af ter  a very simple and informal g ree t ing ,  Max sa id ,
"Your  b ro ther  to ld me about  your paren ts  in Europe and how a l l
of  you wish to f ind  a home among German Cathol ic  fami l ies .  My

home is  about  ha l f -way to Ce l ina . "  Stopp ing,  w i th  a b i t  of  em-
bar rassment  he con t inued:  "My fa ther  and mother  wou ld  be de-
l igh ted  to have the four of you s tay  a t  our home for a day o r
two,  and in  the meant ime your b ro ther  and  I cou ld  learn of land

for sa le  from ne ighbors ,  p r ies ts  and s is te rs  who l i ve  nearby .
We could make a t r ip  to Ce l ina  to the  Recorder ' s  Of f ice  in a
day  o r  two . ”  The s is te rs  appeared puzz led  a t  f i r s t ,  bu t  a f te r
hear ing  Adam's  vers ion of how the i r  dreams migh t  come t rue ,
they  agreed to pass  the evening a t  Max 's  home.

Now w i th  the  fu l l  consent  of the  s is te rs ,  Adam and Max
p i led  and t ied  the i r  be long ings  on to  the  rough wagon bed wh i le
a l l  found s l igh t l y  be t te r  than  uncomfortable sea ts  on the sacks
o f  m i l led  g ra in .  They s low ly  proceded th rough the  dense fo res t
o f  stumps and bogs ,  gaz ing in ten t l y  a t  the pa th  o f  th in ,  t i red ,
wagon -wheel ru ts  tha t  scarred deeply in the b lack  muck .  Af ter
an hour o f  a jo l t i ng  wagon r ide ,  pass ing a few c lear ings ,  har -
boring s imple log houses and animal she l te rs  o f  fami l ies by
name of M i l le r ,  Mescher ,  Bruegmann,  and o thers ,  they came to
the  open clearing of the Se i tz ' s  home.  Max’s  paren ts ,  two bro-

thers  and three s is te rs  were exci ted to have German speaking
v is i to rs  from the i r  homeland.
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The one and one-ha l f  s to ry  log house w i th  an overhaning
porch a t  the one en t rance ,  a ber ry  v ine cover ing i t s  s ides ,
shaded w i th  la rge  over-hanging t rees ,  a garden p lo t  to  the  le f t
w i th  a few s tumps,  c rea ted  a background o f  th is  comfortable
home.  I t  was  t ru ly  a landmark in this sparce ly  se t t led  a rea .
Of f  to the r igh t ,  less  than 100 s teps  was the  s tab le  and corra l  ,
wh i le  in  the  deep beyond,  the  par t l y  c leared  acreage showed tha t
some impress ion had been made upon th is  w i ld  land .  In rea l i t y ,
th is  occasion was  the g rea tes t  and most  welcome s igh t  for the
four s ince  leav ing  their  home many weeks ago .

The en t i re  fami ly  re f lec ted  the persona l i ty  o f  ISfex. The
fa ther ,  very f r iend ly ,  was  fu l l  of l i f e  w i th  a tw ink le  in h is
eye .  The mother ,  sma l l ,  wr ink led  w i th  snow-whi te ha i r  and
dancing b lue  eyes ,  had a sof t  and qu ie t  fac ia l  express ion .
Adam and h is  s is te rs  fe l t  comple te ly  a t  ease .  They t ru ly  l iked
peop le  of th is  a t t i tude  who showed a f r iend l iness  in a l l  the i r
dea l ings .  A f te r  a very unabashed,  s imple  meet ing w i th  mos t
we lcome ges tu res  by  the fami ly  to  share  the i r  hosp i ta l i t y ,  a l l
en te red  th is  humble home wh ich  re f lec ted  the  c lean l iness  and
t id iness  o f  na tu re  i t se l f . .

The centered door b rought  them to the  lower f loor  wh ich
prov ided a cheer fu l  combinat ion o f  bo th  l i v ing  and  dining room.
The wa l l s  of l ogs ,  na tu ra l l y  in  ear th -co lo r  o f  b rown,  mir rowed
the natura l  o f  wa lnu t ,  A huge s tone f i rep lace  domina ted  the
le f t  wa l l ,  and adjacent  to i t  in  the  far  corner  was  a rough
hewn tab le .  At the  r ight  wa l l  appeared the  a t t i c -ascend ing
ladder .  Between the  two was  a deep homemade s la t  lounge,  res t -
ing on  i t s  four shor t  legs ,  near ly  hidden by  the  sk in  of a b lack
bear .  The ladderback sp l i t  h ickory  rocker to the  le f t  o f  the
f i rep lace  p rov ided  a warm cozy resp i te  fo r  the  mother .  No t  to
fo rge t ,  however,  tha t  a number of  awkard,  i l l -p ropor t ioned
sp l i t -bo t tom cha i rs  and th ree- legged s too ls  completed the s im-
p le  furn ish ings. ,  The who le  thing was  done in  ear ly  c lu t te r  bu t
very  homey and comfor tab le .  I t  reminded one  of  an in -door  ou t -
door e f fec t .  The wa l l s  were  l ined w i th  skins o f  fox ,  m ink ,  and
muskra t ,  wh i le  the  rough board  f loor  was  amply covered  w i th
coarse fu rs  of  marmot ,  sk ins o f  deer ,  and  one of  bear .

A no te  o f  g rea te r  a f fec t ion  developed in  time by  a l l ,  i n -
c lud ing  Max ’s  younger  b ro thers  and s is te rs  who in i t ia l l y  ap-
peared  shy  and  i l l  a t  ease .  The younger ch i ld ren ,  open-mouthed
and round-eyed,  were  awed to an  unusua l  qu ie t  as  they  l i s tened
to the  sa i l i ng  exper iences o f  the v is i to rs .  Rea l l y ,  a l l  bus ied
themse lves  w i th  more than  id le  ta lk  by  re la t ing  the i r  ac t i v i -
t ies ,  thereby  learn ing  more o f  each  o thers ’  l i ves  tha t  a f te r -
noon and even ing  .

The shor t  a f te rnoon was  spent about  the  house ,  sheds ,  and
nearby garden and o rchard .  The even ing mea l  of  home grown veg-
e tab les .  cured ham,  johhny-cake w i th  honey ,  and canned b lack-
ber r ies ,  was  the f i r s t  wholesome meal  for the four v is i to rs  fo r
many months  and na tu ra l l y  was  the  sub jec t  of  many thankful ex -
p ress ions .  Before the  fa ther  and mother  had completed the
fami ly ’s  exper ience of  f ron t ie r  l i fe ,  yes ,  one  migh t  say tha t
w i th in  a twinkle o f  an  eye ,  the shadows had deepened into tw i -
l i gh t  and the sun  had hidden i t se l f  back  o f  ta l l  t rees .  The
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hush o f  l i gh t  had descended from the  c lear  sky .  A l l  about  them
the  dark l i ne  o f  the fo res t  rose aga ins t  an orange-covered sky .
The f i r s t  fa in t  g leam of a few s ta rs  broke out  in the darkening
heaven in the depth of which the b r igh tes t  s ta rs  began to ap-
pear as  points  o f  s i lvery dar ts ,  and twinkling diamonds. The
a i r  had the balm of ear ly  summer and the  ground was  dry and
warm •

That evening the fa ther  cont inued to re la te  the problems
of  the ear ly  se t t le rs  in  tha t  par t  of  Ohio . S ince there  were
no waterways o r  navigable r i ve rs ,  se t t le rs  had d i f f icu l ty  in
making a l i v ing because of the lack o f  t ranspor ta t ion .  The
cos t  o f  t ransport ing farm products  over land  as  we l l  as  buying
the  s imple  farm too ls  absorbed a l l  the  p ro f i t s  in buying and
se l l ing  .

" I t  had  been d i f ferent  the pas t  few years , "  he sa id .
, rWheat wh ich  had  been se l l i ng  for 20c a bushe l  was  now over
$1 .00 .  Sa l t  pork a t  $1 .24  a bar re l  a few years  ago i s  now se l l -
ing  from $7  to  $8  in  Dayton and C inc inna t i .  Wi th  the inc rease
in va lue  for food products  and o ther  essent ia ls  for people in
v i l l ages  and towns,  and  the need for fa rm too ls  and count ry
s tap les ,  many a l l i ed  bus inesses  mushroomed along the  Miami-Er ie
cana l .  This  new waterway had connected Cent ra l  Ohio w i th  Lake
Erie and C inc inna t i ,  and  in i t ia ted  an e ra  o f  growth and p ros-
per i t y ,  thus  be t te r  l i v ing for a l l  who were  near  the  canal  and
those  w i th in  a radius o f  20 mi les . "  S imu l taneous ly ,  more cana l
sys tems,  more ex tens ive  in  charac te r  had been and  were  be ing
bu i l t  in a l l  par ts  of New York S ta te ,  connect ing Buf fa lo  w i th
Albany which inc reased Lake Er ie  t ra f f ic  and brought  p rosper i t y
to Western  Oh io .  Products o f  the farm were  f inding the i r  way
not  on ly  in to  Cleve land,  Bu f fa lo ,  and eastern  c i t ies  o f  Albany
and New York, bu t  were being shipped into the trading cen te rs
of Europe.

Af te r  the father to ld  about  the g rea t  fu tu re  in s to re  for
these  new f r iends ,  Max re la ted  what  he  had heard o f  the  hard-
sh ips  in the bu i ld ing  o f  the  cana l .  He was  aware tha t  h is
school ing had been l imi ted to a few months  in  the  w in te r ,  bu t
tha t  he would a lways  remember what  h is  teacher had  re la ted
about the  advantage o f  the  cana l ,  who sa id ,  "The bui lding of
the  cana l  w i l l  be  remembered as  one of the g rea t  moments in
Ohio h is to ry . "  He cont inued the cana l  s to ry  fa r  in to  the even-
ing .  Occas iona l l y ,  the fa ther  o r  mother  would add  the i r  ve r -
s ions as  re la ted  by the se t t le rs .

I t  appears tha t  the  f i r s t  spadefu l  of  ear th  was  dug about
1830 a t  M idd le town,  the  midpoint  between C inc innat i  and  Day ton .
The d igg ing was  to proceed toward both  ends a t  the same t ime.
I t  was  some years  la te r  a f te r  the s t re tch  o f  d i tch  was  com-
p le ted  and in  use  tha t  the  cana l  was  con t inued nor th  to New
Bremen in 1838,  and  on to Lake Erie by  1845.  The work  o f  d ig -
g ing  the  cana l  was  a g igan t i c  and back-break ing task  fo r  men
and beas ts ,  ( there  was  no heavy cons t ruc t ion  mach inery ) .  A l l
the  work  had  to be  done by men working w i th  long -handled
shove ls ,  and horses and mu les  who pu l led  the loose d i r t  w i th
la rge  wooden scoops ,  ca l led  s l ipsc rapers .  The diggers were
most ly  fa rmers  who l i v  d along the proposed canal  rou te  and
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German and I r i sh  young men who had immigrated to Ohio upon
hear ing o f  the need for workers  on  the  cana l .  The canal usu-
a l l y  fo l lowed a d i t ch ,  swamp, o r  low- ly ing a rea ,  the dampness
from which caused many men to become i l l  w i th  fever  and cholera
in summer.  The men worked in teams o f  20  o r  30 and w i th  the
aid of scoops wou ld  cont inue to dig un t i l  a so l id  bo t tom of
ear th  would be  reached.  A l l  loose d i r t ,  mud, and f rozen ground
wou ld  be  p i led  on e i ther  s ide  of the canal  to form i t s  banks .
Diver t ing the water  in  the spring and summer,  and  the moving o f
the f rozen ground in  the w in te r ,  s lowed the building of the
cana l  to many years .  The canal  channe l  was  usua l l y  four fee t
deep,  about  40 fee t  wide a t  the  top to  25 o r  more fee t  a t  the
bot tom.  On the  s ide o f  the cana l ,  a 10  foo t  w ide bank  served
as  a ’ 'Towpath , '• for the mu les  o r  horses  tha t  pu l led  the boa t  up
and down the  waterway .  Rea l  problems con f ron ted  the cons t ruc -
t ion of the cana l  over  h i l l s  and  va l leys  where  locks  had to  be
cons t ruc ted  to ra ise  o r  lower the  water  leve l  in the  cana l .  A
lock i s  usua l l y  90 fee t  long and a t  leas t  15 fee t  deep accord-
ing to the he igh t  o f  the  h i l l  to be  c rossed.  A t  each end o f  a
lock  i s  a wooden ga te  to be  c losed  o r  opened to f i l l  o r  empty
the  lock .  "Don ' t  they  have d i f f i cu l t y  in keeping su f f i c ien t
water  to do th is  in  a dry  summer when water  i s  scarce?"  ch imed
in one  of the s is te rs .  The fa ther  then to ld about the  la rge
swamp eas t  of Ce l ina which had been dammed and the smal le r  one
not  far  f rom Mins te r ,  thereby creat ing large s to rage  lakes to
feed  water  in to  the  canal when needed.  The one a t  Cel ina had
been a huge swamp of la rge  t rees ,  covering over  10 ,000  acres ,
ten mi les  long and f ive mi les  w ide ,  extending from Cel ina to
the banks o f  the canal  a t  S t .  Mary ’s .  The la rge  t rees  had been
used to bu i ld  the banks and dams surrounding the swamp to con-
ta in  the water  during the rainy season.

The fa ther  whose knowledge o f  money was more  ex tens ive ,
con t inued w i th  in fo rmat ion  on  the  f inanc ing and bui lding of the
cana l .  The go ing-wage o f  a man for  a fu l l  day ’s  work  on the
canal  was  30£ per  day w i th  lodging and mea ls .  Many se t t le rs ,
who w ished to remain and es tab l i sh  homes in the  a rea ,  were more
in te res ted  in  acquir ing fa rm land  and agreed to take farm acre-
age for the i r  work .  In examining the e thnic or ig in  o f  many fam-
i l i tes  in  Mercer  and Darke Count ies  one  f inds farms of French
and I r i sh  owners ,  in te rspersed  w i th  those  o f  the Germans.
Set t le rs  came by  the  thousands in to  the  ad jacen t  a rea  of the
cana l ,  se t t l i ng  in  the v i l l ages  o f  T roy ,  P iqua ,  Midd le town,
and a t  the  same t ime inc reas ing  the  popu la t ion  of Dayton and
Cinc inna t i .  A l l  a reas  experienced g rea t  growth in  popu la t ion
and wea l th ,  inc lud ing  a g rea te r  demand for  the fo res t  covered
farm land .  Land va lues  went  from a do l la r  an  acre  to $10 fo r
mi les ,  Eas t  and West  o f  the  cana l .  Homes and bus iness  s i tes
in the  v i l l ages  and towns were  in  g rea t  demand These g lowing
accounts ,  descr ib ing the pas t  and the  poss ib i l i t i es  of the  fu -
tu re ,  c rea ted  dreams o f  p rosperous homesteads  in the minds o f
John Adam and h is  s is te rs .  The dreams ac tua l l y  mater ia l i zed
far beyond the i r  expec ta t ions .  Max exla imed exc i ted ly ,  "We
wi l l  t rave l  over  the  bu i l t -up  t ree and d i r t  road on  the sou th
side o f  the Ce l ina  Reservoi r  on our  journey to Ce l ina . "

The mother  much in te res ted  in re l ig ious  fac i l i t i es  ex-
p ressed her ideas  o f  Catho l ic i ty  in  the te r r i to ry  by say ing ,
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’’The re l ig ious  ac t i v i t i es  o f  the  Prec ious Blood p r ies ts  and
s is te rs  in  Mercer  County  today ,  as  we l l  as  in the fu tu re ,  i s
very  hopefu l .  I t  i s  t rue tha t  there had been l i t t l e  re l ig ious
ac t i v i t y  before  1835 in  an about  M ins te r  and on ly  once per
month serv ices  were he ld  in  a home in  Mins te r  by  Fa ther  Hor ts -
man who came down from a German se t t lement  around T i f f in .  A
log church had been erec ted  in  1834 and had a permanent pas to r
a f te r  1835. ”

I t  can be  sa id  this par t  o f  Oh io  was  no t  open to European
immigran ts  before 1800.  Those who had come ear l ie r  in to  wes t -
ern Ohio were  p ro tes tan t  se t t le rs  from the  eas te rn  co lon ies  of
V i rg in ia  and Pennsy lvan ia ,  who were  con t inuous ly  pushing in to  the
f ron t ie r  land of Kentucky ,  Tennessee and lower Oh io .  Because
of  the con f l i c t  w i th  the Miami and Delaware Ind ians ,  whose te r -
r i to ry  had  been encroached,  the Un i ted  S ta tes  Government  bu i l t
a number  of fo r ts  in  m id  and la te  1700 in  wes te rn  Oh io :  For t
Loramie , For t  Recovery and For t  De f iance  to the  Nor th  and For t
Greenv i l l e  to the South .  In 1795,  Mad Anthony Wayne was de le -
ga ted  to take command and con t ro l  the  Ohio count ry .  Th is  he  ac-
compl ished by de fea t ing  the  war r io rs  in  the  a rea  of the Wabash
River  near  For t  Recovery .  He fo rced  the  Chiefs  to  s ign the
Trea ty  o f  Greenv i l l e ,  es tab l i sh ing  the  southern boundary  l i ne ,
known as  the  Ind ian  Boundary L ine .  This l ine  extended from
For t  Recovery Eas t ,  pass ing the home of my b i r thp lace ,  and on
to  For t  Loramie .  A rough bu t  open fo res t  m i l i ta ry  road was
cons t ruc ted  by the  government  f rom one fo r t  to the o ther  wh ich
la te r  opened up the  wes te rn  a rea  w i th  the  cana l  por t  of  M ins te r
fo r  t rade .  A l though the power o f  the Indian warr iors  had been
severe ly  cr ippled in  1795,  i t  was  no t  un t i l  a f te r  a ser ies  o f
t rea t ies ,  the las t  in  1818,  tha t  th is  par t  of  Ohio was sa fe  for
se t t lement  .

Max, knowing the  re l ig ious  development the pas t  few
years  from informat ion he had  rece ived  f rom pr ies ts  and the
Mother  Super ior  a t  Mar ia -S te in ,  ass is ted  h is  mother  by  say ing ,
”Due to increased protect ion aga ins t  the Ind ians and  the ava i l -
ab le  employment in  bu i ld ing the  canal a number of French fami-
l ies  in 1835 had se t t led  about  th ree  mi les  wes t  of For t  Lora-
mie ,  the  p resent  v i l l ages  o f  Russ ia  and  Versa i l l es  in Darke
County .  The sp i r i tua l  needs o f  these French immigran ts  were
admin is te red  under Bishop Purce l l . ”  I descr ibed th is  se t t le -
ment  ear l ie r  and tha t  Fa ther  Navarron had  come to Amer ica about
1837 and  gave generous ly  o f  h is  t ime and e f fo r t  no t  on ly  to the
French fami l ies  bu t  a lso  journeyed per iod ica l l y  nor th  to the
German se t t le rs  un t i l  the  a r r i va l  of the Prec ious  Blood p r ies ts  .
As  has  been s ta ted  the  ear ly  h is to ry  o f  For t  Loramie  se t t le -
ment  i s  ex tens ive ly  t rea ted  in a book The Annua ls  of S t .
M ichae l ' s  Par ish ,  pub l i shed  in  German in  1907 by  Rev .  Wi l l i am
V. B igo t .  Fa ther  B igo t  had  been pas to r  of the  par ish  shor t l y
a f te r  the  th i rd  quar te r  of 1800.  He was ab le  to ga in  much
knowledge of the  p ioneer  years  o f  F t .  Loramie f rom the  second
and th i rd  genera t ions  o f  the  o r ig ina l  immigran ts .

Max being a young man o f  marr iageab le  age a lso  had  dreams
of a homestead and  fami ly  in  th is  bush  count ry  and w ished to
make ano ther  po in t  by  say ing ,  ”We, the  young people of today
shou ld  f ind  no d i f f i cu l t y  in set t l ing  on land w i th in  10 to 20
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mi les ,  have  re l ig ious  serv ices a t  leas t  every o ther  Sunday and
have our  ch i ld ren  educa ted  by the s is te rs  a t  the i r  convents . ”
Leaving the  group temporar i l y ,  he rummaged about  and unear thed
a p iece o f  wrapping paper and  w i th  a wh i t t led  ha l f - leng th  pen-
c i l  began to ske tch  a crude map of the w i lderness  w i th in  the  20
mi le  area as  he  remembered i t .

To provide a simple p ic tu re  o f  the present  and fu tu re
poss ib i l i t i es  of Ca tho l i c i t y  he drew a box-l ike image o f  the
chape l ,  s i s te rs ’  convent ,  school ,  and orphanage. The mother
in te r jec ted  here by say ing,  ’’The summer of 1848 and 1849 was
one o f  untold hardships for  the se t t le rs  in wes te rn  Oh io .  Many
households in  the  surrounding count ry  disappeared f rom the rav-
ages  o f  cho le ra .  Minster  appeared to have carr ied the b run t  o f
the  scourge .  Near ly  three hundred v ic t ims  had been numbered
and in  some ins tances  en t i re  fami l ies  had been ex te rmina ted .
Many homeless ch i ld ren in th is  v i l l age ,  as  we l l  as  those o f  a
dozen o ther  German se t t lements ,  found not  on ly  succor  bu t  had
re ins ta tement  o f  fami ly l i fe  under the mother ly  care  of the
good s is te rs . ”

Tracing a sketchy w i lderness ,  l i near  rou te  to the West ,
and ind ica t ing  h is  home by a do t ,  he cont inued for 15 m i les
West ,  to  the  second s is te r ’ s  convent ,  housing about  a dozen
s is te rs ,  and  a log chape l ,  known as  S t .  Joseph ’s  Center .  The
s is te rs  had  purchased th is  p lo t  of  100 ac res ,  ad jacent  to the
Wabash R iver ,  and recen t l y  cons t ruc ted  a school  and a house for
two p r ies ts  who he ld  re l ig ious  serv ices ,  per iod ica l l y ,  for  the
sca t te red  fami l ies  in a f i ve  mi le  a rea .  Many German Catho l i c
fami l ies  had se t t led  near  S t .  Joseph ’s ,  i t  being near  the  o ld  fo r t
of  F t .  Recovery .  Retrac ing h is  l i ne  o f  d i rect ion he  located the
th i rd  newly  cons t ruc ted  un i t ,  a s is te rs '  convent  w i th  a chapel
and adjacent  home for  a p r ies t  o r  two .  This had been named
Greenwood, (Gruenenwald)  because o f  the  beaut i fu l  g reen environ-
ment  . The near-by Maria Stein convent was  a we l l  es tab l i shed
re l ig ious center  o f  subs tan t ia l  b r i ck  bu i ld ings ,  and was  not
on ly  the  Motherhouse o f  the s is te rs  bu t  a lso  the  Seminary fo r
the training o f  p r ies ts .

Mary,  s is te r  of Adam, a lso  o f  marr iageab le  age and per -
haps in te res ted  in  the  fu ture of a po ten t ia l  fami ly ,  studying
the  face of l tex, exc la imed,  "But  w i l l  there be  su f f i c ien t
p r ies ts  to provide re l ig ious serv ices  for the many fami l ies
iso la ted  and sca t te red  over  these many mi les?”  Max was qu ick
to respond,  "Jus t  las t  year  th ree  young men,  mature  German s tu -
den ts ,  Homburger,  Kunkier and  Schwei tzer ,  were ordained here a t
Maria Stein by B ishop Purce l l ,  and  w i th in  a year o r  two Pe te r
Wi lhe lmi  and Wi l l i ba ld  Wi l l i  w i l l  be  o rda ined . ”

I t  appeared tha t  the  Se i tz  fami ly  knew much about  the o r -
gan iza t ion  of the s is te rs  and  the  du t ies  and  func t ions  o f  the
pr ies ts :  the  s is te rs  p rov ided the  re l ig ious  and secu la r  edu-
ca t ion  o f  the ch i ld ren ,  wh i le  the  p r ies ts  who had had European
t ra in ing  were  to ins t ruc t  and  p repare  young pr ies t l y  cand ida tes ,
and  b ro thers  for  o rd ina t ion  . In add i t ion  to  the  re l ig ious
dut ies  a t  the  convent cen te rs ,  the p r ies ts  were to provide re -
l ig ious  serv ices ,  once each month ,  to  the many ou t l y ing  se t t le -
ments  in the  a rea .  The s is te rs ,  near ly  200 s t rong ,  and
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apport ioned to the var ious  convents ,  were  d i rec ted  by  a leader
who in turn was  subject to the MDther Superior a t  the Mother
House.  S is te rs ,  o ther  than teachers ,  car ing for the chores on
the fa rm,  found the i r  tasks  very ted ious ,  hard pu t ,  and long
su f fe r ing .  Thei r  work inc luded the care of the l i ve  s tock ,
stor ing hay and g ra in  for feed in the  w in te r ,  harves t ing  p roduce ,
vegetab les  and  o ther  essent ia l  foods for the  re fec to ry ,  and
prov ide laundry services fo r  a l l .

B ro thers ,  seminar ies  and p r ies ts  performed re l ig ious  ser-
v ices  a t  Mar ia  S te in  and nearby smal l  se t t lements .  C lo th ing ,
re l ig ious  a r t i c les ,  and  t rave l  were  prov ided by the s is te rs  who
in rea l i t y  cont ro l led the  purse s t r ings  and the asse ts  o f  the
two soc ie t ies .  The two groups o f  re l ig ious  were  we l l  o rgan ized  ,
very re l ig ious ,  and based on the  o ld  monas t i c  ru les  o f  monas-
te r ies  in  Europe.  The s is te rs  in t roduced a perpe tua 1 v ig i lance ,
day and n igh t ,  be fo re  the B lessed Sacrament .  Th is  re l ig ious
sp i r i tua l  p rac t i ce  has  cont inued now for more than  100 years
and is  a consc ien t ious  exerc ise o f  the  Order .

Since the  Se i tz  home was  a shor t  d is tance  f rom the  cen-
ten» Max had been of much ass is tance  to the  s is te rs  in a id ing
them in  the i r  farm work ,  thereby c reat ing  a very f r iendly a t -
mosphere w i th  the Super io r .  She in formed h im o f  land dea l ings
occas iona l ly  and tha t  she and Father  Brunner in tended to pur -
chase a 550 ac re  farm from a Mr. Himmelgam, located about ha l f -
way between the l i t t l e  miss ion  center  of S t .  Henry and the  cen-
ter  o f  S t .  Joseph.  As usua l ,  she in t imated  to h im tha t  a
school  and convent ,  housing a t  leas t  50 s is te rs ,  would be  under
construct ion w i th in  a year  i f  purchased.

The Mother  Super ior ,  appointed by Mother  Brunner and her
son to f inance the Soc ie ty ,  was  a rugged ind iv idua l ,  exper-
iencing many hardships in the o ld  wor ld .  She,  aiding Mother
Brunner in the f inancing o f  the household a t  the o ld  cas t le  and
the  encounters  w i th  the  Swiss  Government ,  helped her  in  meet ing
the  prob lems in  the w i lderness .  I t  i s  hard ly  a g rea t  surpr ise
tha t  she as  a horse-woman in  her  you th ,  now, t ravel ing f rom
convent to convent ,  speaking w i th  the o ld  and new se t t le rs ,
wou ld  f ind her ac t i v i t i es  less  than a hardsh ip .  She gave con-
s iderab le  a t ten t ion  to the recen t l y  reg is tered Catho l i c  German
fami l ies  who were  purchasing la rge  t rac ts  of 80 o r  more acres
in the  w i ld  count ry  of Mercer and  Aug la ize  count ies .

I t  shou ld  be no ted  tha t  p r ies ts  a t  Maria S te in  were  con-
duc t ing  re l ig ious  serv ices ,  month ly ,  in  the  smal l  se t t lements
o f  S t .  Rose,  Casse l la ,  and  S t .  Henry ,  bu t  w i th  the  in f lux  o f
Catho l i c  fami l ies  West ,  Nor th ,  and South o f  S t .  Henry,  Fa ther
Brunner and  the  Mother  Super io r ,  saw the need for ano ther  con-
vent  cen te r ,  schoo l ,  and perhaps a seminary  in the a rea  o f  the
proposed new purchase .

Acres of ro l l ing , heavy wooded land were  being purchased
from $5  to $20 per acre from the f ron t ie rsmen of Pennsy lvan ia ,
V i rg in ia  and Kentucky by Catho l ic  German immigran ts .  The o ld
pioneer se t t le rs  came here a f te r  the Indian t rea ty ,  c lear ing a
smal l  space only and construct ing hard ly  a l i vab le  log hu t .  I t
i s  no t  surpr is ing to f ind these adventurous men w i th  a few go ld
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do l la rs  to move on and explore new f ron t ie rs  far ther  wes t .  The
grea t  fo res ts  o f  oak ,  wa lnu t ,  buckeye ,  sycamore,  h ickory ,  bu t -
ternut  and many o ther  t rees  spread from western  Pennsylvania
through Ohio to Indiana and I l l ino is .  I t  was claimed tha t  a
squ i r re l  cou ld  travel from the Appalachian Mountains to I l l inois
wi thout  leaving the  t ree tops .

Hundreds o f  European immigrants in  the  la t te r  hal f  o f  the
19th  Century  purchased th is  f ront ier  land  from these hardy p io -
neers ,  cut the  fo res t ,  burned them,  and used what  t imber  was
necessary to bu i ld  the i r  log homes and sheds .  If the land was
wet  they drained,  ditched and d iked.  I f  the  land was strewn
wi th  boulders,  the farmer and h is  fami ly ,  in t ime,  ga thered  the
stones from the f ie lds on "s tone  boa ts , "  dragged them to a
fence row thus marking off  h is  f ie lds .  These s tone- fence  ru ins
record the  endless to i l  of these  immigrants. Droughts,  hur r i -
canes,  f loods ,  ear ly  and la te  f ros ts ,  dust  s to rms,  p lagues o f
c r icke ts ,  grasshoppers ,  and locus ts ,  low pr i ces ,  smal l  gra in
re tu rns ,  and Indian conf l i c ts  sometimes checked but never s top-
ped the wes te rn  movement in to Ohio,  Indiana,  and  I l l i no is
country .

Max cont inued to re la te  h is  conversat ion wi th the Mother
Superior s ince  i t  was  only recent ly  tha t  Father  Brunner had met
Mr.  Himmelgarn a t  h is  homestead and of the po ten t ia l  sa le .  To
encourage a sa le ,  Fa ther  Brunner had informed Mr. Himmelgarn,
i f  purchased,  he  would name i t  ' Himmelgar ten Convent , '  for he
was p leased w i th  the loca t ion  o f  the  many c leared  acres ,  gar -
den ,  orchard and the  two log cab ins .  Subsequent ly ,  he  invi ted
the Mother Superior to v is i t  the a rea .

I t  appears that she had no d i f f icu l ty  on her recent
journey to S t .  Josephs Center in  locat ing the farm and meet ing
Mr.  Himmelgarn. He to ld her of h is  pas t  years ,  had found con-
ten tment  in the so l i tude  o f  na tu re  bu t  d is l iked to be hemmed-
in by more ne ighbors .  In fac t ,  he thought h is  house was haunt-
ed ,  and,  now tha t  he  was beyond the prime o f  l i fe ,  he in t imated
that if deeded to the Society i t  would be  more o f  a g i f t  than
a purchase .

Mr.  Himmelgarn had known Mr .  Egar,  a neighbor ,  ha l f  a
mile South in the bush and owner of 40 ac res  on the bank of the
Wabash R iver .  In pas t  conversation w i th  Mr.  Egar he learned
tha t  he had been a br icklayer in h is  youth in Connect icu t ,  knew
the p rocess  o f  burning clay in to hard  b r i cks ,  and re la ted  the
fact tha t  the cons is tency  of the c lay  a t  the River wou ld  be
excel lent  mater ia l  for the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  b r i ck  bu i ld ings .
The Mother Superior sa id  tha t  she was de l igh ted  in hearing th is
from Mr. Himmelgarn for she and Fa ther  Brunner cou ld  now an t i -
c ipate in  building a substant ia l  br ick convent in  the fu tu re ,
when purchased.  Mr .  Himmelgarn had also sugges ted  to  the s is -
te r  tha t  th is  par t l y  c leared  40  acres of Mr. Egar would be  a
su i tab le  homestead fo r  an  immigran t  fami ly  s ince he had los t
h is  wi fe recent ly  and  would be  w i l l i ng  to sel l  i t .  I t  can be
said tha t  Max retold th is  conversat ion o f  h is ,  w i th  much em-
phasis and  at the same time suggested tha t  they v is i t  the  farm
of  Mr.  Egar .
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For  the  fami ly  and  v is i to rs  t ime s tood  s t i l l  and the  once
la rge  log in  the  f i rep lace  was  a bed  o f  glO'Wing red coa ls ,  fas t
wh i ten ing .  Max found two huge knots o f  oak  and upon heaving
them in to  the la rge  s tone open hear th  for  an a l l  n igh t ' s  com-
fo r t ,  sa id  to h is  fa ther ,  ’’Would i t  be  we l l  for John Adam and
me to inves t iga te  th is  acreage of Mr. Egar?"  "Yes , "  repl ied
the fa ther .  "Do so be fo re  going to Ce l ina . "  I t  was  agreed the
two young men wou ld  s ta r t  fo r  th is  p lace  in the morning s ince
i ts  locat ion was most  des i rab le ,  being ad jacent  and near  the
new convent i f  the 550 acre farm be  purchased by the  p r ies ts
and s is te rs .

The moment approached to f ind  lodging for the  addi t ional
four .  In sp i te  of the crowded and l imi ted ava i lab le  f loor
space ,  a l l  found a way o f  sharing a p lace for the n igh t .  For -
tuna te ly ,  the  v is i to rs  had not d iscarded essent ia l  bed cover-
ings  o f  s imp le  woolen b lanke ts  and cover le ts ,  thus  prov id ing
both ,  mat t resses  and cover ings  for  some on the f i r s t  f loor  to
be  shared w i th  o thers  on the  a t t i c  f loor  above .  The mother ,
moving about ,  mindfu l  of  the comfort of  a l l ,  went  to bed on the
lounge near  midn igh t .  Rol l ing herse l f  in temporary bed c lo thes
she went  to s leep jus t  as  the  las t  b i t  of  candle f l ickered b lue  ,
deep in i t s  b rass  socke t ,  sending up a fas t - fad ing  w isp  o f
smoke .

The poss ib i l i t y  o f  remaining w i th  the  fami ly  for a few
days was  h igh ly  encouraging to the four  s ince  the th ree  g i r l s
could v is i t  the  nearby Mar ia S te in  Convent wh i le  Max and  Adam
would  be  on  the i r  journey in  the morn ing .

The next  morning the  sun broke the horizon w i th  an ocean
of red ,  predict ing a poss ib le  ra iny  day .  However,  w i th in  an
hour the low - ly ing fog disappeared and the  wes t  wind blew the
rain c louds  to the Eas t .  Max sa id  tha t  they  could expect days
l i ke  th is  a t  th is  t ime o f  the  year .  The fami ly  agreed tha t  the
young men should be  on the i r  way a f te r  a breakfast  o f  corn-
cakes,  honey ,  and cured ham.

The sun was now in fu l l  v iew,  spreading i t s  warmth and
creat ing a pungent odor ,  charac te r i s t i c  o f  decadent wood.
Leaving the home and pass ing  the convent bu i ld ings ,  they t rav -
eled South over  a rough fo res t  road ,  bu t  we l l  ru t ted ,  toward
St .  John,  a quar ter-mi  le  away .  Turning West  they  con t inued on
a s im i la r  g rass  -covered rough t ra i l  wh ich  led them to  S t .  Rose ,
two mi les  to the  r igh t .  In the s t re tch  o f  the f i r s t  m i le ,  deep
in the fo res t ,  though rods from each o ther ,  homesteads to  Drees  ,
Got temol le r ,  Lang,  and  Lochtefe ld  had been po in ted ou t  to Adam.
In a neat  bu t  smal l  c lear ing  was the  v i l l age ,  cons is t ing o f  a
few log houses ,  surrounding a log church w i th  a slender wa lnu t
s teep le .  In another  two mi les ,  pass ing  homesteads  o f  Har t ing ,
S te lzer  and  Wi r tz ,  they  en te red  an unplanned c lear ing o f  an
acre  o r  more which cons is ted ,  in add i t ion  to a sma l l  l og  church ,
c lus te rs  o f  log houses ,  a b lacksmi th  and wagon -maker ’ s shop ,
and a smal l  g rocery .  I t  had  been named 'Casse l la , '  f rom the
German Cappe l la .  (The german scr ip o f  the le t te r  ’p '  was wr i t -
ten  s im i la r l y  ‘ to  the le t te r  ’ s ’ . )

Approx imate ly  one-ha l f  m i le  South  o f  th is  sma l l  se t t lement
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was the Convent o f  'Gruenewald '  , so named by Father Brunner in
memory o f  a pi lgr image shrine in A lsace .  I t  was bui l t  of red
brick in a dense, green fo res t ,  truly describing the  name i t
was  g iven .  Const ruct ion of the bu i ld ings  had not been com-
p le ted but after 1851,  i t  housed three p r ies ts  and many s isters
who recently came to America a f ter  abandoning the Loewehberg
Cast le  in  Swi tzer land .

Af ter  passing beyond these p laces  they star ted in a west -
er ly  d i rect ion,  over  a sor t  o f  z ig -zag ,  unbroken t ra i l ,  a
h ide-and-seek ,  s top-and-go a f fa i r ,  comple te ly  overgrown w i th
weed t rees.  Obs t ruc t ing  their pa th  were o ld  dead t ree  trunks and
stumps.  Due to the none-use of th is  one-time footpath to S t .
Henry they  encountered d i f f i cu l t  t rave l  in  keeping on  the t ra i l
bu t  w i th  ffax's f ron t ie r  exper iences they  came to the  v i l l age  o f
S t .  Henry w i th in  an hour .  The o ld  mi l i ta ry  road ( Ind ian  Bound-
ary L ine) ,  had been carry ing l im i ted  t ranspor ta t ion o f  farm
produce and an ima ls  from the  Western  a rea  to  the  canal por t  of
Minster  .

S t .  Henry had been la id ou t  in lo ts  in 1837,  by Romer
Bro thers ,  Beckman and Bruns .  The Romer Brothers had es tab-
l ished a log trading post about  1838,  carting merchandise and
dry grocer ies from Cincinnati to th is  area and bar te red for
fu rs  and  farm produce among the se t t le rs .  Transpor ta t ion  be-
fore the complet ion of the Er ie  Canal had been by horse and
wagon.  The Romer Clan owned many acres  of unc leared ,  heavy
forest land in  a l l  d irect ions about the v i l lage of S t .  Henry.
Bruns had bu i l t  the second cabin in  the v i l lage,  acqui red many
acres  of fo res t land  and a lso had  a thriving business as  a black-
smith and wagon maker.  Henry Beckman, in  addi t ion to owning
land,  operated a store of grocer ies ,  books, no t ions ,  medic ine,
and had an agency for sewing machines. Two smal l  log s tores,
owned by Mi l le r  and Bany provided additional market ing and bar -
tering services for  the se t t le rs .

The miss ion had been es tab l i shed by the Precious B lood
Soc ie ty  wh ich  was v is i ted  once  a month by a p r ies t  from the
Gruenewald Convent a f te r  1851,  w i th  per iod ic  re l ig ious serv ices
in  the  log church .

In the ha l f  -hour o f  goss ip  w i th  the se t t le rs ,  Max and
Adam learned of the locat ion of the homesteads o f  another Romer
family and Borgerding homestead to the South and were informed
tha t  a couple by the name o f  Franz Moorman came to the  area
recent l y  by way o f  the  canal  from Cincinnat i  and  had  purchased
acreage near  the two fami l ies .

Adam and Max now headed West on a more worn ,  two-wheeled
wagon t ra i l .  As they  passed the log house  and shed o f  S taugh le r ,
Max turned to Adam and sa id ,  "We are on our way to the center
of S t .  Joseph and in another two mi les  we should pass  the  home-
s tead  o f  Mr .  H immelgarn. ”  Af ter  jogging down th is  stump-free,
narrow-gauge road for  some t ime they sp ied the two log houses ,
garden,  orchard  and cu l t i va ted land that the Mother Super ior
re fer red to as  the  fu tu re  home of the  Himmelgarten Convent .

Adjacent  to the log hou ses of Mr . Himmelgarn a quest ionable
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path  to the  South toward the r i ve r  came in to  v iew.  I t  ap-
peared to be  an obso le te  and unbroken foot and horse  t ra i l .  I t
must  have been an o ld  Ind ian  pa th  many moons ago tha t  led to
the Ind ian Boundary Line a m i le  beyond.  A rough mi l i ta ry  road
cut  through the  fo res t  by sold iers before  1800 ind ica ted  the
Line and a lso  provided a marching rou te  fo r  the so ld ie rs  going
from Fort Recovery to Fbr t  Lo ramie.

Max and Adam seeing th is  pa th ,  veered  to the  le f t  and fo l -
lowed i t ,  now near ly  hidden w i th  v ines  and smal l  b rush .  They
z ig -zagged r ight  and le f t ,  dodging the uncut  t rees .  The t ra i l
d i rected them through patches o f  may-app les ,  making a so l id
carpet  in the woods .  Nearby were  dense ly  popu la ted thorned
blackberry shrubs tha t  were shoot ing up wh i te  b lossoms and pa le
green ber r ies .  The b r igh t  sun-s t reaked fo l iage o f  oak  and
beach overhead colored the  carpe t  w i th  a b lanket  o f  va r iga ted
greens .  Bo thmen became consc ious of the nearness  of Mr.  Egar ' s
fa rm.  S imu l taneous ly ,  a second observa t ion  to  the r igh t  ou t -
l ined  a t ree-c leared  pa tch  and  log house of f  in the deep fo res t
o f  ta l l  wa lnu ts  and oaks ,  hard ly  a quar te r  o f  a m i le  from the
r iverbank.  Cont inuing the i r  journey to  the  r iver  a t ree less
h i l l ock  of gen t l y  s loping s ides on  the  r iverbank came in to  v iew
on the i r  r igh t .  On i t  were  a ha l f -dozen g rave  markers ,  ind i -
ca t ing  i t  to be  a p ioneer g raveyard ,  the res t ing  p lace  o f  the
deceased members of an ear l ie r  p ioneer  fami ly .

A much deserved res t  a t  midday for both r iders  and horses
gave them the oppor tun i ty  of examining the g raves tones .  One
heaped-up s i te ,  g rass less ,  covered w i th  leaves  o f  the fo res t
had  a yel low b looming rose  s tock  a t  i t s  head.  Gaz ing about
they had no d i f f i cu l t y  in no t ing  a we l l -bea ten  pa th  toward Mr.
Egar ' s  homestead which they fo l lowed.  Each r ider  on foo t ,
guiding h is  horse  down the pa th  o f  overhanging fo l iage ,  ap-
peared anxious to loca te  the home o f  Mr. Egar which cons is ted
o f  a log house and a nearby shed.

Walking laboriously down th is  mys te r ious ,  b rush- l ined
t ra i l  they came to the  homestead w i th in  a few minu tes ,  loca ted
on a s tump-c leared acre ,  enclosed and comple te ly  surrounded by
a fence of sp l i t  sap l ings .  Following a pa th  tha t  enc i rc led the
c leared and fenced- in  yard ,  they  found a d im inu t i ve  one-and-
one-ha l f  s to ry  log house .  I t s  d is t inc t i ve  rus t i c  appearance of
grey-wea thered ,  hand-hewn, adzed logs ,  chinked w i th  dark  b lack
c lay ,  was  enhanced by many la rge  t rees  surrounding i t .  From a
huge s tone  ch imney a t  one end cur led  a fa in t  g ray  of f ragran t
wood smoke,  wh i le  a ra ised  porch  a t  the  en t rance  o f  the  one
centered door boas ted  a few,  sma l l ,  sp l i t -bo t tom cha i rs ,  se t  a t
random. On the le f t  o f  the c lear ing  adjoining an an ima l  enc lo -
sure ,  s tood a th ree-s ided  log shed for an ima ls .  As  they  ap-
proached,  now la te  in  the  morn ing ,  they  spied an  e lder ly  man,
(bare foo t ) ,  wear ing  a homespun,  rough ly  tex tu red  b louse  w i th  an
open neck and  ro l led-up  s leeves .  His th inning ha i r ,  shaggy
beard ,  ha l f -c losed  eyes and  lea thery  deep ly  e tched face ,  re -
minded one  tha t  na tu re  had  taken i t s  to l l  of  hacking -down brush
and weed t rees ,  not  to fo rge t  the  end less  grubbing o f  roo ts  in
cu l t i va t ing  a few acres  for wheat ,  rye ,  oa ts  and  hay .  These
men ia l  tasks  .b r ie f  l y  , summed-up the cause  o f  phys ica l  charac-
te r i s t i cs  o f  many f ron t ie rsmen.
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Mr.  Owen Egar, an or ig ina l  set t ler  from Connect icut ,  came by
way of Pennsylvania,  V i rg in ia ,  and Kentucky in to  the va l ley  o f
the Wabash about 1820.  Years of the flooded waters of the
Wabash, covering hundreds o f  ac res ,  le f t  their mark of huge
fo res ts  of oak ,  beech,  walnut ,  and elm upon this va l ley .

Upon the i r  approach Max and  Adam, were  surpr ised to  no te
the ca lmness of his manner  in bidding them welcome.  To him
they were f r iends ,  sharing the dif f icult ies which he had re-
cen t l y  exper ienced.  Not surpr is ingly he w i th  a thick gu t tu ra l
voice sa id ,  " I t  i s  k ind o f  you to v is i t  me now that my wife i s
no longer  w i th  me.  I bur ied  her in the  new grave  on the h i l l . ”
Max in a no te  o f  sympathy sa id ,  "Yes ,  we saw the new grave  and
wish to express our condo lence . "  He cont inued, "A Cathol ic
s is te r ,  who may purchase the farm o f  Mr. Himmelgarn informed us
tha t  you were in terested in  going back to Connect icu t . "  Gazing
in ten t l y  in to  space,  Mr .  Egar mused,  " I  have loved th is  coun-
t ry  and  working wi th na tu re ,  bu t ,  now being alone and 60  years
o ld ,  I should go East  and  l ive w i th  my son .  Yes ,  I am in te res t -
ed in sell ing my hal f  -c leared farm,  my an imals  and farm too ls . "

After scanning the acreage of c leared leve l  land and the
thick untouched fores t  of 20 ac res ,  terminating a t  the bank o f
the Wabash,  Max and Adam returned to the  house wi th in an hour .
Passing the shed and corral they no ted  tha t  he owned two hor-
ses ,  a few ca t t le ,  a ha l f -dozen sheep,  and some chickens and
p igs .  The view to the left o f  the log house pictured a matured
orchard o f  app le  and peach t rees already in b loom wi th  a few
random colonies o f  bees  underneath. The garden, adjacent  to
the house on the r igh t ,  newly spaded for spring p lan t ing ,  com-
p le ted the se t t ing  o f  a desirable vine-covered log s t ruc tu re .
Entering through the centered heavy door-jamb they came into
the  lower f loor  and noted the  stone f i replace and l imited
household appurtenances.  The only interior l ight in  the cab in ,
summer and w in te r ,  came through a window on  the r ight  and the
open door .  Angl ing in to  the room they brushed their heads
aga ins t  herbs and on ions,  hanging from the low log beams.  The
rough furnishings cons is ted  o f  a p la in wood table with a h inged
bench o f  rough-  sawn oak ,  worn in  p laces  to a dark b lack  and
hacked w i th  a kni fe and  hobnai led boo ts .  A couple o f  s too ls ,
wooden baske t ,  oaken water  bucke t ,  and  cooking u tens i l s  con-
cluded the few essent ia ls .  The ladder-l ike narrow stairway led
to  the  middle of the  ra f te red  a t t i c  above wh ich  was  d iv ided in -
to two rooms . The one , the  sleeping room , con tained a low
wooden bed roped w i th  unmeasured,  bu lg ing ,  huge kno ts  along
each supporting beam,  and a sp l i t  bo t tom chair nearby .  A few
rounded pegs ,  protruding from the  chinked log wa l l ,  provided
studs for quick ly  cast -of f  c lo th ing .  The second room was a
ca tch-a l l  and g ra in -s to rage  one ,  thus  protect ing the precious
seed and food from destroy ing rodents .

Max and Adam, twist ing their  bulky frames and w i th  back-
ward s teps ,  descended the narrow, rough,  unpatted s ta i r - t reads
to the lower f loor .

The ent rance door and  one  on ly ,  was protected by a s t raw-
covered pole-extension porch,  thereby providing a pleasant spot
for an  afternoon of well-deserved repose,  as  well as  an exterior
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cover ing aga ins t  ra in  and  snow.  The th ree  1 s i t t i ng  on the edge
of the  s l igh t l y  e leva ted  porch,  legs dangl ing w i th  an occas ion-
a l  swinging mot ion,  and conven ient ly  she l te red  from the  b laz ing
sun,  enjoyed a p leasant  hour  in re la t ing  their  personal  exper -
iences  .

Unquest ionably , Adam was eager to learn of the pioneer
experiences o f  Mr. Egar in his ear ly  years o f  t ravel  from the
Eas t ,  a l l  t rans la ted in to  German by Max. I t  appeared the p io -
neers a f te r  coming into Kentucky fo l lowed the  o ld  t ra i l  o f
Daniel Boone to C inc innat i ,  wh ich  a t  tha t  t ime was  a town of
25 ,000  o r  more .  The wel l - in formed Land Off ice in  Cincinnati
had dea l t  in the se l l ing o f  la rge  t rac ts  of land o f  indef in i te
boundar ies ,  guaranteed by  wr i t s  and s igned by  Pres ident  Madison
The nor thern Ohio ter r i to ry  which included Cel ina , came under
the area tha t  l ies between the  Ind ian Boundary Line and Lake
Er ie .  Specu la t ive  land agents  were  ins t rumenta l  in sel l ing
smal l  and la rge  acreage to ear ly  eas te rn  se t t le rs  in  Mercer and
near-by count ies .  For tuna te ly ,  Mr .  Egar  had been ab le  to pur -
chase h is  smal l  acreage o f  40 acres  from an owner o f  a sec t ion
o f  land  ly ing on  the nor th  s ide  o f  the  Wabash.  He sa id  he had
purchased the  horses from Indians and had no d i f f i cu l t y  in ob-
ta in ing  seeds ,  po ta toes  and corn for p lan t ing  from, fr iendly
Indians who had been a l lowed to cont inue squat t ing  on  unse t t led
or  unoccupied w i lderness .  Wi th  the a id  o f  some Indians he was
ab le  to bu i ld  a crude she l te r  for protect ion and l i ved  through
the  f i r s t  year  from garden produce and meat  o f  wi ld  game tha t
roamed a l l  about .

Mr.  Egar  was  we l l  acqu ian ted  w i th  the  mi l i ta ry  road on
the  Indian boundary Line as  we l l  as  the  meaning o f  i t  before
1800.  He sa id  tha t  in  sp i te  o f  the extens ion of the boundary
fu r ther  to the  Nor th ,  l imit ing the  te r r i to ry  o f  the Ind ians,
f r iendly  re la t ions  between them and the se t t le rs  existed and
many o f  them cont inued to l i ve  in  the a rea .  The o ld  mi l i ta ry
road was a half-mi le South o f  the  Wabash River and passab le  for
wagons except in the  ear ly  spring when water  wou ld  cover a bog
area o f  cranberries about s ix  m i les  Eas t .  A be t te r  es tab l i shed
corduroy road of sapl ings had been bu i l t  by  the  government
which cont inued toward Minster  and F t .  Loramie.  The improve-
ment o f  the road a l lowed him and o ther  se t t le rs ,  a t  cer ta in
per iods  o f  the year ,  to purchase  l i ve  animals and to bar te r
w i th  o ther  pioneers and bus inesses  near the canal a rea .  Max,
having l i ved  in the semi -c leared  f ron t ie r  the pas t  ten years
rea l i zed  these conveniences and  how cer ta in  improvements had
bet te red  the l i ves  of the immigrants in the wes te rn  part  o f
Ohio .

Mr.  Egar ,  a f te r  hear ing  the  exper iences o f  Adam in  A l -
sace ,  h is  journey from Europe and h is  in te res t  in acqui r ing
land for a permanent home, became very en thus ias t i c  in con t rac t -
ing a land  dea l  w i th  h im.  Upon fur ther  inquiry the  v is i to rs
learned tha t  Mr. Egar would consider  $20  per acre fo r  th is
par t l y  c leared  fa rm,  inc lud ing  the  house  and shed.  Max a f te r
a qu ie t  German conversat ion w i th  Adam sa id  to Mr.  Egar ,  "What
a homey p lace you have made here  in the bush ,  Adam, my f r iend ,
says tha t  he and h is  th ree  s is te rs  cou ld  be happy here  thereby
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fulf i l l ing the i r  dreams , and would cont inue to improve what
you have begun. "  Adam interrupted Max by  say ing ,  "Bu t ,  we need
an ima ls  and farm too ls  and we are  no t  ab le  f inanc ia l l y  to pur -
chase the land and o ther  farm necess i t ies  a t  tha t  p r i ce . "  Mr.
Egar ,  recognizing the thoughts of Adam, giv ing a qu ick  sidelong
glance a t  both sa id ,  "To return to Connecticut I need  the money
and shou ld  have fu l l  payment s ince  I have no re la t i ves  here .
Perhaps your fami ly ,  Max, cou ld  help them."

In the discussion tha t  fol lowed between Adam and Max i t
was  decided tha t  the problem o f  purchasing the land  oould be
so lved since Adam and h is  s is te rs  had s l igh t l y  more than the
purchase p r i ce .  Max wi th  hes i ta t ion  sa id ,  "Mr .  Ega , I be l ieve
my father and mother w i l l  help w i th  tools and animals or pro-
vide the money to purchase yours . "

Mr .  Egar was wel l  aware of the fact that  th is  was a rare
opporunity o f  disposing a l l  of  h is  be long ings,  and a f te r
thoughtful del iberat ion, decided that  $100 would be a fair
pr ice for his o ther  possess ions i f  Adam would buy the  40  acres
a t  $20 per ac re .  Wi th scarce ly  any more ta lk  and d icker ing on
the  p r i ce  o f  animals and too ls ,  i t  was  dec ided tha t  the three
wou ld  meet  a t  Cel ina on the  morrow a t  noon to  complete the  deed
for  the purchase o f  land .  Max, being more a t  home w i th  and
knowing the ways of se t t le rs ,  ended the conversat ion by say ing,
"We w i l l  see you in  Celina tomorrow and g ive  you the money for
the  fa rm.  Tbnight we w i l l  g ive  the family the de ta i l s  of  the
day and have my fa ther  and mother  decide about the an ima ls . "

Once they were on the homeward journey they u rged  the
horses  to a t ro t  in  o rder  to  reach  the homestead ear ly  in the
evening . Need less  to say they were saddle-sore and  hungry up-
on a r r i va l ,  bu t  very  exci ted to  re la te  the  conversat ion o f  the
day .

During the evening mea l ,  the  members o f  each fami ly  ac-
quired a deeper respect for each o ther ,  thus  developing a mutual
in te res t  in the welfare of a l l .  The father, learning more
about the f inancial abi l i ty of  the four ,  proposed a so lu t ion .
He sa id ,  "Suppose Adam and tax,  jo in t l y ,  buy the land, each
have a hal f  in te res t  w i th  the  r igh t  o f  Adam to purchase the
o ther  ha l f  (a t  the same pr ice per  ac re ) ,  when f inancia l ly  ab le ,
and buy the animals and tools as  s ta ted  by Mr .  Egar and own
them ou t r igh t . "  This  was a very  sat is fac tory  arrangement,  thus
providing ext ra  money for the four to begin the new home.  The
Se i tz  fami ly had  no diff iculty in f inancing Max 's  in terest  in
the land .

The fol lowing morning, a beaut i fu l  summer day in  July
1850,  the  two t rave led  nor th  on  a passab le  road wh ich  f ron ted
the  Shr ine  and  the o ld  homestead,  d i rect ing them toward a fo rm-
er  Indian v i l l age  of Chickasaw. Going for a shor t  d is tance,
they turned le f t  and then r igh t  which brought them to a rough
cut  trail of  deep,  ru t ted  t racks in to  the  deep fo res t  which
in fac t  was an a lmost  impenetrable w i lderness .  In a hal f  hour
they approached the  o ld  v i l l age  o f  Ch ickasaw,  now,  no longer  of
Ind ian wigwams, bu t  la id  ou t  in square lo ts .  There were a few
log hu ts  in te rspersed among Indian wigwams. As they passed
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these Ind ian ten ts ,  Indian women, ta l l ,  w i th  sharp bronze fea-
tures and dark eyes ,  looking p re t ty  in their br ight ly  str iped
b lanke ts ,  stepped ou t ,  seeking the cause o f  barking dogs .

A few German fanners had homesteads surrounded by  very
heavy fores t  in the four d i rec t ions  of th is  v i l l age .  Tb the
Eas t ,  South and  West were  the  fami l ies  o f  Kreusch,  Ka iser  and
Greesup whi le  the fami ly  o f  Rentz  had loca ted  about  a m i le
Nor th  .

Leaving th is  se t t lement  they  t raveled for  hours  w i thou t
much change in the  type o f  road o r  the w i lderness .  In cu t t ing
th is  t ra i l  westward toward Cel ina the ear ly  se t t le rs  had  been
ob l iged  to chop undergrowth and  fe l l  t rees  to move horses and
wagons and sl ip scrappers for  the cons t ruc t ion  of the  reservo i r .
Deer in  herds o f  f i f ty  o r  more ,  unafra id  o f  man could be seen
in those days .  Max and Adam a f te r  pass ing homesteads o f
Schwieterman and Klos terman, approached the  vi l lage of Monte-
zuma,  simi lar in s ize  to Chickasaw. I t  con ta ined  the  homes o f
a few migrant famil ies by the name o f  Long,  Burge and o thers
from Kentucky,  Southern Ohio and Virginia who had p lo t ted  this
smal l  former Indian se t t lement  in  1835.  A Mr .  Win te r  se t t led
here in 1836 and bu i l t  a large two -s to ry  log house ,  a kind o f
overn ight  refuge for lodging and dr ink .  I t  had been sa id  tha t
i t  was  a favor i te stopping p lace  for a number o f  prominent
Indian Chiefs who had been we l l  known in  Ohio h is to ry :  Arm-
s t rong,  Johnnycake and O ldhouse.  Mr.  Win te r ’ s  daughter ,  Mary ,
had no fear  o f  Indians,  was fami l ia r  w i th  the  Indian d ia lec t
and spoke i t  more readi ly than her mother  tongue.

Leaving this v i l l age  they  con t inued to sk i r t  the sou th  and
west  bank o f  the  Cel ina reservoir  . For  an  hour they to i led along a
two -mile s t re tch ,  going from low to higher areas where the road
bordered a number o f  sma l l ,  c leared  pa tch- f ie lds  containing a
log house w i th  a lean- to  pole shed open to the  sou ths ide .  The
lean- to  was the  s tab le  for  an ima ls  tha t  were  she l te red  by  a
po le-covered f loor above ,  heaped high w i th  feed for the w in te r .
This kind o f  cons t ruc t ion ,  house w i th  lean- to  shed was  doing a
double du ty  by providing food and she l te r  for the animals and
add i t iona l  p ro tec t ion  and  warmth fo r  the fami ly in the w in te r .
Jus t  a few yards  to  the r igh t  was  a narrow s t r ip  of cu l t i va ted
land w i th  markings of yel low s tubb les  where wheat  had  grown .
To the  le f t  of  the house were grooves of up turned dark so i l ,
in ter laced w i th  smal l  stumps which indicated the area o f  vege-
tables for the fami ly .  German Cathol ic  fami l ies  of .Wirtz and
Bi l lerman, had migrated here ear l ie r .  In spi te o f  many d i f f i -
cu l t ies  of bogs and puddles o f  water  these German se t t le rs
found high spots  o f  dry leve l  land for thei r  homes.  Each fami-
l y  l iving a goodly distance from the o ther ,  were keen to meet
Adam, one  from the old count ry .  The gr izz ly-ha i red,  sunburnt
faces of the men re f lec ted good manners ,  a good nature  and an
agreeab le  dispostion for work and ready to meet  the chal lenges
of f ront ier  l i fe .

Stagger ing and lurching , the horses eventual ly  b rought
the r iders  to the higher road on  the wes t  s ide of the  water .
The view from the man-bui l t  bank road was t ree less  w i th  a vas t
expansion of water  o f  near ly  inundated t ree  stumps on  the r igh t
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whi le  on the le f t  there was a gradual descending slope from the
corduroyed roadbed to a fading dark jung le  of t rees beyond.
Traveling here was more desirable on th is  s l igh t ly  improved
hard roadway allowing Max and Adam to quicken their horses to a
t ro t ,  arriving in Celina about  noon.

For  Adam, vis i t ing a county courthouse in the new wor ld,
was  a new experience. Cel ina had been founded in 1834 by a Mr .
Ri ley from the East who named i t  af ter  a town in New York S ta te  ,
Sa l ina  . In 1850 Celina contained 150 lo ts :  hal f  o f  which were
occupied by homes;  a ha l f -dozen log s to res ;  a ho te l ,  E l l i s
House;  a newspaper o f f i ce ,  Western S tandard ;  a physician Dr .
Hayes ;  a smal l  sawmill owned by Mr .  R i ley ;  a br ickyard managed
by  two negroes ,  and a ja i l  and cour thouse.

The old log cour thouse,  20 x 24 ,  o f  1835 had been re -
p laced by a la rger  one o f  frame in  1849.  Whi le the outs ide
st ructure and f i rs t  and second f loors  were complete, workmen
were s t i l l  f inishing the four rooms in  the basement.  The bui ld-
ing was simple in s t ruc tu re  bu t  contained o f f i ces  fo r  the
necessary  admin is t ra t ion  o f  a coun ty :  a room for the t reasurer
and the recorder ;  o f f i ce  of the judge and the cour t ;  o f f ice  of
the sheriff which entered in to  the ja i l ,  and of f ices on the
second f loor for minor off ic ials .

The land dea l  w i th  Mr.  Egar was drafted in  the office o f
the a t to rney ,  Mr .  LeBlond, and af ter  the payment o f  $800 in
go ld  to Mr .  Egar by Max and Adam jo in t ly ,  the t ransact ion was
completed and each now had a hal f  - in te res t  in the 40 acres .
Mr.  Egar and Adam agreed on the purchase pr ice  of $100 for the
o ther  possess ions .

The recording o f  the sale in the Book of Records of land
dea ls  and the  payment of property tax  were experiences tha t  re-
mained stamped in the mind o f  Adam. It can be said tha t  he had
many s imi lar  land  transact ions and o ther  f inancial deals in the
next f ifty years .

As  might be  expected, Mr. Egar was eager to have John
Adam and h is  s is te rs  take possess ion  of h is  p roper ty  immediate-
l y .  The next day  w i th  the  help of Max the  four moved the i r
persona l  be long ings and househo ld  and  k i tchen accessor ies  loan-
ed  by Mrs .  Sei tz  to  the i r  f i rs t  log house in Amer ica .  I t  was
Max who ass is ted  them in  every  ins tance  to make them comfort-
ab le  in the new surroundings.  Wi th in  a few days Max made i t
poss ib le  for Mr. Egar to t rave l  to Minster and embark on a
canal boa t  to Lake Er ie .  Crossing the  lake to Buffa lo and on
a New York Canal to Albany, he eventua l l y  reached h is  dest ina-
t ion in Connect icut .

I t  comes as no surprise tha t  Max was more than a v is i to r
the f i rs t  summer.  Simultaneously,  he  provided them wi th  much
needed advice in solving some of the problems o f  front ier l i fe ,
and i t  appeared that  he paid more than ample and fair  a t tent ion
to Adam's  s is te r ,  Mary, who in no way discouraged h is  cour t -
ship cour tesy.

Midsummer had ar r ived and some of the growing season for
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vegetab les  had been spent .  For tunate ly ,  the  garden spot ,
though s t i l l  aggrava ted  by  shor t ,  tough sucker-sprouts and t ree
roo ts ,  provided food for  the f i r s t  year .  The p lo t  o f  r i ch ,
black d i r t  w i th  ample rain and sunshine produced an  abundance
of  green beans ,  le t tuce ,  bee ts ,  car ro ts  and potatoes for them.
The heads o f  cabbage and o ther  slow growing vegetab les  had been
provided by the Se i tz  fami ly  and other ne ighbors . Al l  se t t le rs ,
having s imi la r  experiences and common problems in providing
food in the f i r s t  years ,  were  eager to ass is t  and contr ibute
essent ia ls .  Adam, w i th  the ass is tance  o f  Max p lanted corn ,
pumpkins and sugarcane in the f i r s t  week o f  July which matured
su f f i c ien t l y  in  the unusual warm, sunny days of September and
in  the delayed f ros t  weeks  o f  Oc tober .  That summer the two
constructed a roo t  ce l la r  wh ich  abut ted  the  ou ts ide  wa l l  of  the
log house a t  the rear .  I t s  construct ion was  a heaped-up mound
of  ear th  and  s t raw,  cone-shaped,  to  a he ight  o f  seven feet  a t
the  peak .  Ex terna l ly ,  i t  appeared to be  a roofed dugout  w i th
s lan t ing  s t raw-covered s ides  tha t  ended a t  the  front in  a neat
framework entrance, which was  p ro tec ted  by  an i ron  -clamped
heavy wooden door of three inch sap l ings .  The in te r io r  o f  i t
had  su f f i c ien t  f loo r  space for the  s to rage  of garden produce
and a t  the  top were  overhanging po les  for cured meats  in the
win te r .

The Se i tz  fami ly  was  the leader in providing add i t iona l
food s tu f fs ,  household i tems,  and in  organiz ing soc ia l  ga ther -
ings  to make the f i r s t  w in te r  a comfor table one  fo r  them.
Socia l  l i fe  on the f ron t ie r  i s  something to be  des i red  which
was suppl ied p r inc ipa l l y  in  the fa l l  and winter  months  by  them-
se lves ,  German people had  considered soc ia l  ga ther ings  o f  s ing-
ing and dancing as  par t  o f  a v i l lage community l i fe ,  and these
se t t le rs  and the i r  teenagers were  determined to car ry  on  the
European t radi t ion and cu l tu re  in  Amer ica .  In the years  before
and a f te r  1850 the  farm home in the  bush  country o f  Mercer  Coun-
ty was  a lmost  a se l f -con ta ined  un i t ,  foster ing and  contr ibut ing
to the  soc ia l  and  re l ig ious l i fe  of the community.

Adam and his s is te rs  for the  f i r s t  year consumed very
l i t t l e  beyond what  had been produced in the garden and  on  the
cu l t i va ted  acres .  The l iv ing there fore  was  s im i la r  to  the l i v -
ing in  the  o ld  world w i th  the  except ion o f  much w i ld  l i fe ,
roaming about  the fores t  o f  wi ld  tu rkeys ,  game b i rds ,  rabb i ts ,
and an occasional  deer tha t  suppl ied the  meat .  Wheat ,  rye ,  and
bar ley  seeds were cas t  b roads ide  in the  spring and c rad led  in
the fa l l ,  a method o f  harves t ing  wh ich  a l lowed less  than an
acre to be  cut  in  a day .

Shove ls ,  hoes ,  s ick les ,  a mat tock ,  scy the ,  and a wooden
hay  rake were  the essent ia l  cu l t i va t ion  too ls .  For tuna te ly ,
many se t t le rs  were  ab le  to supplement these  simple too ls  w i th
a horse-drawn,  wooden,  i ron- t ipped p low,  and a log d rag .  The
l i ves tock ,  few in  number,  purchased w i th in  the  year ,  ranged
f ree ly  in  the  bush ,  unhindered,  bu t  occas iona l l y  they wou ld
find a b reak through to the growing c rops .  Mogs, the  usual  cu l -
p r i t s ,  were tough c r i t te rs  for they  were  w i ld ,  ha l f  the  s ize  o f
today 's  b reeds ,  longer in  legs  and snout ,  and narrow in the
sp ine ,  thus  ca l led  ' razor -backs ' .  Even though being a nu isance ,
and roaming in swarms l i ke  rodents ,  they were an  important
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source o f  meat .  Wi th in  the year  a conf ined razorback ,  fa t tened

on nu ts  and  corn ,  was  bu tchered  for the  fol lowing w in te r  by

Adam. A few sheep were sheared  the next spr ing and  provided
raw wool for w in te r  p rocess ing .  The p rocess  o f  wash ing ,  card-

ing ,  and  spinning was car r ied  on  in  the home by the  s is te rs

w i th  the  ass is tance  o f  Max who had the  knowhow and in addi t ion
supp l ied  the spinning wheel  and  the  loom.  In re t rospec t ,  the

f i rs t  few w in te rs  in the new home were  con ten ted  ones in sp i te

o f  some unforeseen hardsh ips  and  low tempera tures .

In the second month of the  next  winter  tw i l i gh t  fe l l
ear l y  over  the f rozen uncu l t i va ted  p lo ts  on many February days ,

causing dozens o f  crows w ings  flapping low,  and heading s t ra igh t

toward she l te red  southern exposures for warmth  af ter  having had

the i r  f i l l  of co rn .  An occas iona l  so l i ta ry  caw was the  sound

of  one tha t  f lew from one fence rai l  to another ,  ind i f ferent  to

the co ld .  Per iod ica l l y ,  a f lu t te r  o f  la rks  would i ssue  fo r th

from bushes  o f  May ground-apples tha t  covered the nearby fo res t

w i th  a pa le  yel low carpe t .  On many days sunse t  radiance
st reaked across  the open land ,  nowhere a yel low sunbeam g l i t -

te red  on an ob jec t ,  and  a so l i tude  of c louds s t re tched around
the  ear th ,  thus bringing on darkness before i t s  t ime.

It was  the las t  day o f  February when s lee t ;  na tu re 's  way

of revea l ing  a threatening s to rm,  had  a le r ted  man and beas t  of

foreboding and d is t ress .  Rain had  been fa l l i ng  s tead i l y ,  each

drop freezing where i t  fe l l ,  adding ice on  i ce .  Shel tered t ree

l imbs and i ce - f re igh ted  ber ry  bushes  hung as  low as  the window

s i l l .  Through the  chinks o f  the log shed,  rain penet ra ted  to
the s ta l l s  of  horses  and ca t t le  and an ima ls ,  backs were  f lacked

wi th  snow and i ce  specks ,  bu t  were me l ted  by body hea t ,  caus ing

dewdrops to  hang from- the i r  h ides  of newly covered ha i r .  Bu t

be fo re  the  two -day  storm had aba ted ,  na tu re  had enwrapped the

ear th ,  beaut i fu l  yet te r r ib le ,  fo r  i t  had turned a l l  i n to  a

g lasshouse.  Fixed in  a b r i t t l e  mass  the v io len t  w ind ,  bend ing ,

swaying and  breaking the boughs ,  c rea ted  booming no ises  in the

woods ,  far  and w ide ,  th roughout  the  n igh t .  The next  morning
showed the des t ruc t ion  o f  many t rees  everywhere .

I t  goes  w i thou t  saying tha t  fo r  Mary ,  s is te r  of  Adam, and

Max, th is  was an impor tan t  per iod of thei r  young l i ves .  Both
had the oppor tuni ty  o f  studying the persona l  charac te r i s t i cs  o f

each .  Max was t ru ly  in love w i th  one that  radiated humi l i ty ,

modes ty ,  se l f -assurance ,  and  reserve o ther  than coyness .  Mary

gained a knowledge o f  >fcx T s character  and  capabi l i t ies in the

home and on  the  fa rm.  His ten years of f ront ier  l i fe shaped a

companionable ,  a f fec t iona te  and sympathe t ic  persona l i t y  w i th  an

abundance of p rac t i ca l  knowledge, sk i l l ,  and in te l l igence fo r

f ron t ie r  l i v ing .

I t  comes as  no surprise tha t  the Se i tz  Family encouraged

neighbors and  f r iends  to inv i te  the four to a butcher ing o r
corn-husk ing par ty ,  s imu l taneous ly  a l lowing the s is te rs  to learn

the  a r t  of  qu i l t i ng  and kn i t t ing .  Not  unusua l ,  a f te r  one of

these a f fa i rs  a l l  would en joy  a la te  evening supper of f resh
pork ,  canned farm produce ,  c ider ,  and  even i ce  cream i f  i ce

cou ld  be  had from a nearby pond or  c reek .  A square dance ,
ca l led  a "hoe-down"  would be  announced thereaf te r  by a ' ca l le r *
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