


An old man going a lone highway, 
Came, at the evening cold and gray, 
To a chasm vast and deep and wide. 
The old man crossed in the twilight dim, 
The sullen stream had no fear for him; 
But he turned when safe on the other side 
And built a bridge to span the tide. 

"Old man," said a fellow pilgrim near, 
''You are wasting your strength with 
building here; 

Your journey will end with the ending day, 
You never again will pass this way; 
You've crossed the chasm, deep and wide, 
Why build this bridge at evening tide?" 

The builder lifted his old gray head; 
"Good friend, in the path I have come," 

he said, 
"There followed after me today 
Some youths whose feet must pass this way. 
This chasm that has been as naught to me 
To those dear youths may a pitfall be; 
They, too must cross in the twilight dim; 
Good friend, I am building this bridge 

for them!" 

-Anonymous 
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(IT"[iis book is a genealogy and family history compiled from material gathered, from 
r .,,l,!., many sources, during my search for my ancestors and relatives that spans a period of 
over twenty years. I became interested in genealogy in the fall of 1973, when I read an 
article in a local newspaper stating that Rhoda Cross Sunderland was going to teach a 
class in genealogy at the Joslyn Adult Center in Burbank. My wife Catherine was also 
interested in her genealogy and family history. Catherine and I took this course and at the 
same time we started searching for and compiling information of our relatives and 
ancestors. Catherine has a very interesting genealogy and family history, but that is 
another story -another book. 

After my retirement from the building and construction business in 1974, genealogy and 
family history research has been my main hobby. 

All of my immigrant ancestors came from Germany and all settled in Ohio. All except two 
at some time during their lives resided in Mercer County. Wendelin and Theresia Koch 
settled and remained in Darke County. I was born in Mercer County, and spent the early 
years of my life there and in Auglaize County. I knew the area well and personally knew 
many of my relatives who lived in the area at that time, which was a big help to me in my 
research. 

Over the years during my research I corresponded and visited with many relatives, friends 
and others who have contributed information to this genealogy and history. They are all 
cited and named in the footnotes and sources throughout this book. Their help was very 
much appreciated. To each and everyone of them my sincere thanks for your help. 

In the German language some vowels are modified by the addition of an umlaut. In the 
English language these vowels are translated by adding an E/e after the vowel. In this 
book the English translation is used. 

As my research progressed and I began finding more and more ancestors and relatives, a 
numbering system became a necessity in order to record them all in their proper places. It 
was then that I devised the system used in this book. 

"To err is human; to forgive divine." 
When errors are found, please be divine. 
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There are nine chapters, one for my ancestor chart and one for each of my immigrant 
ancestral families. Each family is recorded as follows. 

ANCESTORS IN GERMANY: These are identified by a number as they appear on my 
Ancestor Chart or Ahnentafel. (This is the standard numbering system for this type of 
chart). 

DESCENDANTS IN AMERICA: My ancestors have two numbers, their Ancestor Chart 
number followed by their identification number as explained below. 

The book has two parts. 

PART I The families on my fathers side: 

NIEKAMP 
KOCH 
BUEHLER 
STAMMEN 

- Nll000 
- KOl000 
- BUlO00 
- STlO00 

PART II The families on my mothers side: 

GIESEKE - Gll000 
DICKE - D11000 
SCHIERHOLT - SClO0O 
WRISSENBERG - WRlO00 

The Identification numbers start with the eldest immigrant ancestor. The letters are the 
first two letters of the surname or family name. The first number after the surname 
letters is the generation number counting forward from the immigrant ancestor. The next 
number is that persons identification number within that generation. 

In a marriage between two persons of the eight families recorded in this book each keeps 
his or her identification number when they marry. Otherwise: the wife takes her 
husbands's number which is followed by Wl if she is the first wife, W2 if she is his second 
wife etc.. The husband takes his wife's number which is followed by Hl if he is her first 
husband, H2 if he is her second husband etc .. Listed with these spouses are their parents 
when known. 

An asterisk * following a person's identification number indicates that this person marries 
and carries on as a family unit and is recorded in the next generation. Marriages or family 
units not researched and where there was little information found or available are not 
carried on to the next generation. 
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Ancestor Chart 

~n~~otor (hart 
of 

1. Mervin Lawrence NIEKAMP 
1912-

PARENTS 

2. Edward Joseph NIEKAMP 
1886- 1968 

GRANDPARENTS 

4. Henry A. NIEKAMP 
1854-1929 

6. John Frederick GIESEKE 
1860-1932 

GREAT-GRANDPARENTS 

8. John Gerd Frederich NIEKAMP 
1811-1894 

10. Ferdinand KOCH 
1815-1892 

12. Fredrich Conrad Wilhelm GIESEKE 
1834-1909 

14. Christian Friederich DICKE 
1838-1889 

2ND GREAT-GRANDPARENTS 

16. Johann Henrich NIEKAMP 
1756-1830 

18. Albert STAMMEN 
1794-1873 

20. Wendeln KOCH 
1783-1832 

22. Augustin BUEHLER 
1788-1879 

24. Johann Dietrich Conrad GIESEKE 
1794-1847 

26. Johann Christian SCHIERHOLT 
1800-1879 

3. Anna Dorothea GIESEKE 
1889-1969 

5. Catherine KOCH 
1855-1897 

7. Josephine Mathilda DICKE 
1864-1926 

9. Anna Catherine STAMMEN 
1824-1894 

11. Maria Anna BUEHLER 
1822-1894 

13. Anna Margareta SCHIERHOLT 
1836-1910 

15. Rebecca Dorothea WRISSENBERG 
1835-1899 

17. Catherina Margaretha MORMANN 
1770-1842 

19. Wilhelmina Lucia AENGENHEISTER 
1790-1870 

21. Theresia SCHEER 
1786-1864 

23. Katherina KOCH 
1795-1879 

25. Sophia Dorothea (Elenore) KRAAS 
1804-1873 

27. Anna Maria HESPE 
1798-1891 

28. Friedrich Wilhelm DICKE 
1808-

29. Ilsabe Maria Sophie Charlotte DOHRMANN 
1804-1841 

30. Johann Dietrich Heinrich WRISSENBERG 
1797-1846 

3RD GREAT-GRANDPARENTS 

32. NIEKAMP 
34. Johnn Bernard MORMANN 

Note! 34 & 35 probable. 
36. H. STAMMEN 

31. Margarethe Adelheid WACHENDORF 
1804-1888 

33. unknown 
35. Lucia Maria WESTENDORF 

37. unknown 
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Ancestor Chart 

38. von Gerardus ANGENHEISTER 
40. Franziskus Josephus KOCH 

1758-1814 
42. Franziskus Antonius SCHEHR 

1728-1807 
44. Nikolaus BUEHLER 

1746-1823 
46. Matthaus KOCH 

1759-1815 
48. Friedrich Wilhelm GIESECKE 

1752-1808 
50. Johann Christoph KRAAS 

1756-1828 
52. Johann Hinrich SCHIERHOLT 

1771-1836 
54. Johann Hinrich HESPE 

1741-
56. Johann Heinrich DICKE 

1782-1842 
58. Johann Friedrich DOHRMANN 

1765-1832 
60. Johann Dietrich WRISSENBERG/BOLTE 

1768-1846 
62. Johann Ludolph WACHENDORF 

1765-1846 

4TH GREAT-GRANDPARENTS 

64. NIEKAMP and collateral lines thru 71 unknown 
72. STAMMEN and collateral lines thru 79 unknown 
80. Joseph KOCH 

1719-1785 
82. Wendelin VOLZ 

1704-1785 
84. Johannes SCHEHR 

-1740 
86. Lorenz WIMMER 

1728-1786 
88. Nicolaus BUEHLER 

1707-1772 
90. WOELFEL 
92. Lorenz KOCH 

1733- 1801 
94. Mathias BUEHLER 

1721-1797 
96. Johann Heinrich GIESECKE 

1731-1803 
98. Johann Jurgen RUST 

1732-1808 
100. Johann Conrad KRAAS 

1732-
102. Johann Diedrich HARRENDORF 

1728-1797 
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39. Margareta STAMMEN 
41. Maria Elisabeth VOLZ 

1751-1828 
43. Maria Anna WIMMER 

1757-1831 
45. Theresia WOELFEL 

1764-beforel 823 
47. Maria Anna BUEHLER 

1768-1814 
49. Catherina Margarethe RUST 

1767-afterl 810 
51. Catherine Sophia Elenore HARRENDORF 

1763-1833 
53. Gesche Margarethe SUBE 

1777-
55. Catherine GEHRKE 

1754-
57. Marie Elisabeth WULF(F) 

1782-1845 
59. Catherine Sophie SPECKMANN 

1767-1848 
61. Anne Margarete Sophie SCHMIDT 

1766-1829 
63. Lucke Adelheid HARRIES 

1769-1812 

81. Barbara VOLZ 
1722-1792 

83. Gertrud BACK 
1711-1770 

85. A. Maria HARTER 

87. Anna Maria SCHMID(T) 
-1763 

89. Katherina LORENZ 
1721-1764 

91. unknown 
93. Susana BRAUN 

1730-1801 
95. Katherina KUENZEL 

1725-1773 
97. Anna Maria SUFFRIAN 

1729-1752 
99. Anna Maria THUERNAU 

1728-1813 
101. unknown 

103. Trine (Catherine) Engel SCHEELEN 
1733-1790 



104. Johann SCHIERHOLT 
1726-1789 

106. Christian Friedrich SUBE 
1743-1803 

108. Johann Hinrich HESPE 
110. GEHRKE 
112. Ernst Heinrich DICKE 

1743-1797 
114. Johan Dieterich WULF(F) 

17 57-before 1803 
116. Johann Albert DOHRMANN 

1737-1813 
118. Johann Friedrich SPECKMANN 

1743-1787 
120. Friedrich WRISSENBERG/BOLTE 

1746-1812 
122. Karsten SCHMIDT 

1735-1789 
124. Albert WACHENDORF 

1735-1800 
126. Johann HARRIES 

1743-1802 

5TH GREAT-GRANDPARENTS 

128. NIEKAMP and collateral lines thru 143 unknown 
144. STAMMEN and collateral lines thru 159 unknown 
160. Johnannes KOCH 
162. Wendelin VOLZ 
164. Joannes VOLZ 
166. Jacob BACK 
168. thru 171 unknown 
172. Lorenz WIMMER 
176. Mathias BUEHLER 
178. Martin LORENTZ 
180. thru 183 unknown 
184. Joannes KOCH 
186. Johan Jacob BRAUN 
188. Lorenz BUEHLER 
190. Joseph KUENZEL 
192. (Johann) Herman Heinrich GIESECKE 

1704-beforel 785 
194. Hans Christoph SUFFRIAN 

1700-
196. Hans Diederich RUST 

1703-
198. Diedrich THUERNAU 
200. Johann Heinrich KRAAS 
202. unknown 
204. Johann HARRENDORF 

1692-1757 
206. Diederich SCHEELEN 
208. Johann SCHIERHOLT aka HELMERS 

Ancestor Chart 

105. Imke Catherine MOHRMANN 
1732-1775 

107. Anna Maria RIP HEN 
1741-1812 

109. Anna Catherine STEINWEGS 
111. unknown 
113. Anna Margarethe Hedwig SIEMERING 

1748-1796 
115. Anna Marie Dorothee PRANGE 

1751-1795 
117. Catherine Magdalene HOBERG 

1731-1808 
119. Anna Sophia Margareta MEYER 

121. Maria Adelheid SAGITZ 
1745-1790 

123. Sophia Margarethe WOLTJE 
1735-1816 

125. Maria Sophie DANKLEFF 
1740-1772 

127. Anna Catherine BENSEN 
1743-1815 

161. Anna Maria BRAUN 
163. Barbara MOSER 
165. Katherina BECHTEL 
167. Katherina LEHMANN 

173. thru 175 unknown 
177. Anna Maria BECHLER 
179. A. Katherina WIEMER 

185. Katherina MAYER 
187. Anna Maria (BRAUN?) 
189. Anna Eva BURST 
191. Magdalena BRAUN 
193. Christina Elisabeth BREMER 

1709-1785 
195. Ilse Marie WILHELM(S) 

1692-1761 
197. Anna Magdalena WILHELM(S) 

1696-1764 
199. unknown 
201. unknown 
203. unknown 
205. Ilsa Margareta MUEGGE(NS) 

1687-
207. IlsabeAUHAGEN 
209. Catherina WUEBBENHORST 
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Ancestor Chart 

210. Luer MOHRMANN 
1683-1763 

212. Johnn Rudolph SUBE 
1702-1781 

214. Arend RIPHEN 
1712-1789 

216. thru 223 unknown 
224. Johann Henrich DICKE 

1711-1784 
226. Johann Heinrich SIEMERING 
228. Ludewig WULF(F) 

1721-1800 
230. Johan Ernst PRANGE 

1718-
232. Hinrich DOHRMANN 
234. Cord HOBERG 
236. Johann Hinrich SPECKMANN 
238 and 239. unknown 
240. Heinrich Otto BOLTE 

1709-1751 
242. Dietrich Valentine SAGITZ 

1705-1767 
244. Johann Henrich SCHMIDT 

1699-
246. Dietrich WOLTJE 
248. Johann WACHENDORF 

1689-1780 
250. Johann Heinrich DANKLEFF 

1713-1782 
252. Johann BOLLAND/HARRIES 

1703-1764 
254. Johann Heinrich BENSEN 

-beforel 768 

6TH GREAT-GRANDPARENTS 

256. NIEKAMP and collateral lines thru 287 unknown 
288. STAMMEN and collateral lines thru 319 unknown 
320. KOCH 
322. BRAUN Georg 
324. VOLZ Joannes 
326. Christian MOSER 
328. thru 351 unknown 
352. BUEHLER and collateral lines thru 383 unknown 
384. Johann Heinrich GIESECKE 

1672- 1752 
386. Franz BREMER 

1653-1733 
388. Diedrich SUFFRIAN 

1655-1729 
390. Hans WILHELM(S) 

1659-1686 
392. Cord Harm RUST 

1675-1727 
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211. Adelheid WUEBBENHORST 
1702-1757 

213. Anna Catherina KLEFFMANN 
1706-1747 

215. Margarethe 
afterl 741-beforel 756 

225. Anna MARIE KROEMER/YAEGER 
1707-

227. Marie Adelheit DECKING 
229. Margarete Adelheit STRUCKMANN 

1725-1796 
231. Anna Maria SCHROEDER 

233. unknown 
235. Adelheid PLATE(N) 
237. unknown 

241. Anna Adelheid WRISSENBERG 
1708-1765 

243. Anna Margarethe THALMANN 
1712-1774 

245. Anna Louise TOHLEN 

24 7. Anna Margarethe KAPPLEMANN 
249. Adelheite Sophie REMKE 

1701-1770 
251. Marie Sophie MEYER 

1713-1794 
253. Lucke Adelheid HARRIES 

1707-1760 
255. Adelheit MEYER 

1715-1800 

321. unknown 
323. unknown 
325. Barbara WIMMER 
327. Anna LORENZ 

385. Margarethe 
1680-1705 

387. Anna Catherine Marie GROTE 
1672-1745 

389. Ilsabe KOEFER (KOERVER) 
1668-1729 

391. Marie ROEVER 

393. Margarethe Marie BRANDT 



394. Same as 390. 
daughters No. 195 and No. 197 were sisters. 

396. thru 409 unknown 
410. Johann MUEGGE(NS) 
416. Dierk SCHIERHOLT 
418. thru 421 unknown 
422. Albert (Heinrich) WUEBBENHORST 
424. SUBE 
426. Cordt KLEFFMANN 
428. thru 447 unknown 
448. Henrich DICKE 

1688-
450. Hans Heinrich KROEMER 

1662-1728 
452. thru 455 unknown 
456. Henrich Ludolf (Lulff) WULF(F) 

1688-1756 
458. Cord Hinrich STRUCKMANN 
460. Johan PRANGE 
462. thru 4 79 unknown 
480. BOLTE 
482. Johann WRISSENBERG 

1676-1759 
484. Johann Valentine SAGITZ 

486. Ludeke THALMANN 
-1752 

488. Ludolff SCHMIDT 
490. thru 495 unknown 
496. Johann WACHENDORF 

1663-1742 
498. REMKE 
500. Johann DANKLEFF 

1680-1751 
502. Albert FOCKE 
504. Carsten BOLLAND 

1683-1734 
506. Johann HARRIES 

1644-1745 
508. Berend BENSEN 

1680-1722 
510. Johann Conrad MEYER 

1678-1738 

7TH GREAT-GRANDPARENTS 

512. NIE.KAMP and collateral lines thru 575 unknown 
576. STAMMEN and collateral lines thru 639 unknown 
640. KOCH and collateral lines thru 703 unknown 
704. BUEHLER and collateral lines thru 767 Unknown 

395. Same as 391. 

411. marie SCHEEL(N) 
417. unknown 

423. Immeke WOHLERS 
425. unknown 
427. Elisabeth 

449. Ilsa Margarete VAHLSING 
1691-

Ancestor Chart 

451. Anna Catherine Ilsabein YAEGER 
1682-1728 

457. Catherine Elisabeth HEYD MEYER 
1663-1773 

459. Anna Adelheit KRACKE 
461. Anna Catherine BAUERMANN 

481. unknown 
483. Margarethe 

1674-1749 
485. Mette 

1672-1742 
487. Anne HEUSMANN 

1677-1748 
489. Anne SCHMIDT 

497. Metta SCHNAUEN 
1658-1755 

499. unknown 
501. Alke MEYER 

1684-1733 
503. Wubke MEIER 
505. Anna Marie HAGEMANN 

1680-1755 
507. unknown 

509. Anne Catherine KULLENKAMP 
1684-1745 

511. Mette BECKER/NIEMAN 
1681-1756 

768. Jost GIESEKE 769. Anna Margarethe HILDEBRAND 
770. thru 773 unknown 
774. Hinrich GROTE 775. Elisabeth SUFFERIAN 

1647-1735 
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Ancestor Chart 

776. Hanss SUFFRIAN 
778. Hans KOERVER (KOEFER) 

780. and 781 unknown 
782. Johann ROEVER 
784. Albert RUST 

1638-1722 
786. thru 831 unknown 
832. thru 843 unknown 
844. Ahlert WUEBBENHORST 

-1702 
846. Wolert WOHLERS 
848. thru 895 unknown 
896. Henrich DICKE 

1645-1727 
898. Jobst Hinrich VAHLSING 

1667-1739 
900. KROEMER 
902. Hinrich YAEGER 
904. thru 1023 unknown 

8TH GREAT-GRANDPARENTS 

Only the following were found in this generation. 
1556. Johann KOERVER (KOEFER) 
1558. Jurgen WILLIE 
1570. Diedrich KUCKUCK 
1792. Arnds DICKE 
1794. Heinrich VAHLSING 

1625-1695 
1796. Marten VAHLSING 
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777. unknown 
779. Ilse WILLIE 

1649-

783. unknown 
785. Ilseborn KUCKUCK 

1646-1717 

845. Alheit ENKEMANN 

847. Heilke 

897. Anna VAHLSING 
1662-1736 

899. Anna Margaret MINDEMANN 
1665-1739 

901. unknown 
903. unknown 

1571. Anna Catherina SUHR 



Chapter Two 
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Niekamp 

ESSEN 
IOLDENBURGJ 

OLDENBURG • BREMEN 

OS NA BRUCK 
RUHRGEBIET 

The community of Essen in Oldenberg. 
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Niekamp 

Hickamp 1familr ll?omclanb 

tr\ur Immigrant Niekamp ancestors came from Essen in Oldenburg, (today Lower 
'C./ Saxony or Niederschsen), Germany. The family of Johann Henrich Niekamp and his 
wife Catherina Margareta Mormann are the first and only Niekamps recorded in the 
Churchbooks of St. Bartholomaus Catholic Church in Essen at that time. The first entry is 
the baptism of their fifth child Anna Marie Catherina on 26 Sep 1807. They came into the 
area then, sometime between 1800 and 1807.The surnames Niekamp and Mormann are 
both indigenous to the area therefore the ancestors of these families probably came from 
places not far from Essen. 

Essen's business interests lie chiefly in agriculture. The surrounding area is nearly all 
farmland. Total land area within the community is about 25,000 acres; by comparsion it is 
just a little larger than Marion Township, Mercer County, Ohio, where the Fred Niekamp 
family settled. About 21,000 acres is farmland, 1800 acres woodland, 700 acres residential, 
100 acres marshland, 90 acres industrial, and the rest is vacant or waste land. 

People were already living in the area of Essen, in the early Stone Age and during the 
Bronze and Iron Age. Findings dug up and excavations of the burial mounds attest to this. 
The village was founded in the year 968; at this time they built a Basilica to honor the 
holy Pankratius. Sometime between the years 1175-86 Simon,-Graf von Teklenburg 
founded the Benedictine Monastery in Essen. It burned down in 1194 and was rebuilt in 
Malgarten about 20 to 25 miles south of Essen towards Osnabruck. In the year 1286 is 
the first mention of a court of law in Essen. 

In the year 1570 the community became Lutheran. A fire in 1601 destroyed the church and 
school; only the church was rebuilt. In 1613 the last Lutheran pastor Johann Molan was 
relieved of his duties, and Catholicism was introduced by Dr. Hartmann. 

During the Thirty Years War (1618-1648) the community was almost completely 
destroyed, twenty farms were devastated, poverty and illnesses reigned. In 1651 there are 
only 685 residents in the once prosperous community; in that same year they changed the 
patron name of the church from St. Pankratius to St. Bartholomaus. After the end of the 
thirty years war the little community started to pull together and prosper again. In 1703 
the count was already 3000 residents. Essen continues to grow; the population in 1982 was 
6742 residents. 
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Niekamp 

Second Great-Grandparents 

16 Johann Henrich NIEKAMP, 1 first known Niekamp in Essen, Oldenburg. Ger. 
b- Oct 1756 
d- 20 Jun 1830, Essen, age 73 yrs. 8 mo. (D2) 
m- ca 1795, marriage record not found in Essen. 

17 Catharina Margaretha MORMANN, probably the dau. of Johann Bernard 
MORMANN and Lucia Maria WESTENDORF 
b- ca 1770 
d- 14 Feb 1842, Essen, age 72yrs. (D5) 

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE 

1. Johann Henrich (no descendants found) 
b- ca 1796 
d- 19 Jun 1848, Essen, age 52 yrs. (D6) 
m- 18 May 1824, Essen, Maria Adelheid DIEKMANN (Ml) 

2. Margarethe 
b- ca 1796 
m- 24 Apr 1828, Essen, Johann Henrich Niemann (M2) 
d- 6 Jun 1839, Essen, age 43 yrs. (D4) 

3. Elisabeth 
b-
m- 9 Nov 1830, Essen, Henrich FINKE (M4) 
d-

4. Johann (see following pages for descendants) 
b- ca 1800 
m- 8 Jun 1830, Essen, Maria Adelheid KESSEN (M3) 
d- 4 Dec 1835, Essen, age 35 yrs. (D3) 

5. Anna Marie Catherina 
b- 26 Sep 1807, Essen, (Bl) 
d-

8 6. Johann Gerd Frederick, my great-grandfather (Nll000) and immigrant 
ancestor, to the U.S.A. ca 1833. 
b- 9 Apr 1811, Essen, (B2) 

7. Maria Anna 
b- 26 Oct 1815, Essen, (B3) 
d- 28 Nov 1816, Essen, (Dl) 

1. All information on the Niekamp Family Ancestors in Germany, is from the church books of St. Bartholomaus Catholic 
Church, Essen, in Oldenburg, Ger .. The first Niekamp entry in the church books is the birth of Anna Maria Catherina on 26 
Sep 1807. The family must have lived elsewhere before then. Because the births of the first four children are not recorded in 
the church books at Essen, the marriage and death records were used to compile this family chart. Always it is recorded that 
they were the children of Johann Henrich Niekamp and Catherina Mormann. The translated copies of these records are on the 
pages following the family group charts. Marriages= (M+ number) Births/Baptisms= (B+ number) Deaths= (D+ number) 
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Johann NIEKAMP, son of Johann Henrich NIEKAMP and Catherina Margaretha 
MORMANN 
b- ca 1800 
d- 4 Dec 1835, Essen, age 35 yrs. married. (D3) 
m- 8 Jun 1830, Essen, (M3) 

Niekamp 

Maria Adelheid KESSEN, dau of Johann Herman KESSEN and Catherina BORCHERS 
b-
d-

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE 

1. Maria Catherina 
b- 16 Dec 1831, Essen, (B4) 
d-

2. Johann Heinrich 
b- 27 Nov 1834, Essen, (B5) 
d-
m- 1) Catherine Elisabeth BOCKHORST, (M5) 
m- 2) Bernadine Elisabeth "Lisette" CLAUS, (M6) 
m- 3) Name unknown 
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Niekamp 

Johann Heinrich NIEKAMP, son of Johann NIEKAMP and Maria Adelheid KESSEN 
b- 27 Nov 1834, Essen, (B5) 
d- after 1908 
m- 1) 16 May 1861, Essen, (M5) 

Catherina Elisabeth "Lisette" BOCKHORST, dau of Heinrich BOCKHORST and 
Elisabeth RUMP 
b- 24 May 1836, Ferlage near Essen, (B6) 
d- 2 Jun 1879, Essen, (D9) 

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE 
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Al. Gerhard Anton, to the U.S.A. arrived Baltimore, MD, 18 Mar 1885, on the vessel 
America (See Addenda Al). 
b- 2 Sep 1862, (B7) 
d-
m- 11 May 1887, Maria UN GRUHN St. Rose Catholic Church, Mercer Co., OH, 
d- 27 Nov 1921, Lott, TX. 

2. Johann Heinrich 
b- 17 Apr 1864, (B8) 
d- 1879, age 15 years. 

A3. Johann Gerhard (George), to the U.S.A. arrived Baltimore, MD, 10 Jul 1886, on 
the vessel Herman (See Addenda A3.) 
b- 26 Jan 1866, (B9) 
d- 1950, Dayton, OH 
m- wife's name unknown 

4. Johann Diedrich 
b- 2 Sep 1868, (BlO) 
d- 26 Jun 1876, (DB) 

5. Maria Caroline 
b- 16 Apr 1871, (Bll) 
d-

6. Unnamed boy-, 
b- 26 Feb 1873, (B12) 
d- 26 Feb 1873, (D7) 

7. Peter Theodor August 
b- 16 Nov 1874, (B13) 
d- 16 Nov 1887, (Dl0) 

AB. Catherine Elisabeth "Lisette" to the U.S.A., 1885 with her brother Gerhard 
Anton (See Addenda A8). 
b- 23 Jun 1876, (B14) 
d- Sidney, OH ? 
m- John SHERMAN, Sidney, OH 

A9. Bernard Clemens, to Canada in 1928 (See Addenda A9). 
b- 30 Jun 1877, (B15) 
d- 30 Apr 1962, Humboldt, Sask, Can. 
m- 17 May 1907, Maria SCHLOMER 



Niekamp 

Johann Heinrich NIEKAMP, son of Johann NIEKAMP and Maria Adelheid KESSEN 
b- 27 Nov 1834, Essen, (B5) 
d- after 1908 
m- 2) 18 May 1880, Essen, (M6) 

Bernadine Elisabeth ("Lisette") CLAUS 
b- 22 Aug 1853 
d-

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE 

1. Bernadine Josephine, she was a Catholic nun. 
b- 30 Apr 1881, (B16) 
d- after WWII 

2. Johann Joseph 
b- 27 Mar 1884, (Bl 7) 
d- after 1952 
m- Margarete 
Johann Joseph remained in Germany, he had two sons who were in the German 
army, both died in Russia during WWII. 

3. Johann Heinrich (Bernard) 
b- 17 Jul 1886, (B18) 
d- after 1952 
Never Married 
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~ickamp famnr 1~~orb 3nformation 

Records of the NIEKAMP FAMILY extracted from the church books of St. Bartholomaus 
Catholic Church, Essen, in Oldenburg, Ger., some by a friend in Essen of Bernard 
Niekamp, Annaheim, Sask., Can., Bernard sent me copies in 1978; by Gerda Haffner who 
searched the church books at the church in Essen in Feb. 1984, and sent additional 
information; and in Apr and May 1984, I searched the L.D.S. Micorfilm copies numbers 
0920171 & 0920172 of these same records. Family History Library, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Marriages-Volume 9, 1811-1853 
(Ml) 

50/10-Married 18 May 1824, Johann Henrich NIEKAMP, son of Johann Henrich 
NIEKAMP and Catharina MORMANN, with Maria Adelheid DIEKMANN, dau. of the 
deceased Christopher DIEKMANN and Maria Christina BROKHAGEN. 

(M2) 

68/04-Married 24 Apr 1828, Johann Henrich NIEMANN, son of Christian NIEMANN and 
Elisabeth WITTE with Margarethe NIEKAMP, dau of Johann Henrich NIEKAMP and 
Catharina MORMANN. Heuerleute (Hired People), at Essen. (Zeugen) Witnesses Bernard 
NIEMANN and Elisabeth NIEKAMP. 

(M3) 

79/18-Married 8 Jun 1830, Johann NIEKAMP, son of Johann Henrich NIEKAMP and 
Catharina MORMANN, with Maria Adelheid KESSEN, dau. of the deceased Johann 
Herman KESSEN and Catharina BORCHERS, Heuerlinge (Hired person) at Essen. 
(Zeugen) Witnesses Gerd NIEKAMP and Elisabeth WITTE. 

(M4) 

81/23-Married 9 Nov 1830, Henrich FINKE, Widower, with Elisabeth NIEKAMP, dau of 
deceased Henrich NIEKAMP and Catharina MORMANN. (Zeugen) Witnesses Ludwig 
POPPE and Bernhardina NIEKAMP, at Essen. 

Marriages-Volume ?, 1854-1900 
(M5) 

Married on May 16, 1861, Johann Heinrich Niekamp, age 25, son of Johann NIEKAMP 
and Adeleid KESSEN, at Gosling by Essen. with Elisabeth BOCKHORST, age 25, dau. of 
Heinrich BOCKHORST and Elisabeth RUMP. 

(M6) 

Married May 18 1880, Widower Johann Heinrich NIEKAMP, born 27 Nov 1834, son of 
Johann NIEKAMP and Maria Adelheid KESSEN, with Maria Bernadine Lisette CLAUS, 
born Aug 22, 1853, dau. of Johann Gerd CLAUS and Maria Elisabeth SEVERIN. 
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Births/Baptisms-Volume 5, 1758-1811 
(Bl) 

Pg. 337- Baptized 26 Sep 1807, Anna Maria Catherina, Parents: Johann Henrich 
NIEKAMP and Catharina Margaretha MORMANN, Godparents: Anna Maria MORMANN 
wife of grosse NIPPER, Johann Henrich NIPPER. 

(B2) 

Pg. 356-Volume 5, 1758-1811, also in Volume 8, 1811-1846, 03/25-Born 9 Apr 1811, 
Baptized 11 Apr 1811, Johann Gerd Fridericus, Parents: Johann Henrich NIEKAMP and 
Catharina Margaretha MORMANN, Heuermann (hired man) at Zeller grosse NIPPER1

• 

Godparents: Bernard Fridericus BERTLING and Helena HEYENHORST (born 
SCHILMOLLER). 

Volume 8, 1811-1846 
(B3) 

Pg. 45/90-Baptized 26 Nov 1815, Maria Anna, Parents: Johann Henrich NIEKAMP and 
Maria Anna MORMANN2 by grosse NIPPER zu Ostessen (Eastessen). Godparents: Maria 
Anna KRUSE by grosse NIPPER and Henrich and Arnold grosse NIPPER. 

(B4) 

Pg.?-Baptized 18 Dec 1831, Maria Catharina, Parents: Johann NIEKAMP and Maria 
Adelheid KESSEN, Heuerlinge (Hired Person) at Essen. Godparents: Maria Catherina 
WITTE and Henrich NIEKAMP 

(B5) 

Pg. 230/83-Born 27, Baptized 29 Nov 1834, Johann Henrich, Parents: Johann NIEKAMP 
and Maria Adelheid KESSEN, Godparents: Herman KESSEN and Elisabeth FINKE, born 
NIEKAMP. 

(B6) 

Pg.,?-Born 24 May 1836, Baptized 26 May 1836, Catherine Elisabeth, Parents: Heinrich 
BOCKHORST and Elisabeth RUMP, workers at Ferlage 

Births/Baptisms, Volume?, 1847-1887 
(B7) 

2-4 Sep 1862, Gerhard Anton NIEKAMP, Parents: Heinrich NIEKAMP and Lisette 
BOCKHORST at Beisse in Herbergen. 

(BB) 

17-19 Apr 1864 Johann Heinrich NIEKAMP, Parents: Heinrich NIEKAMP and Lisette 
Bockhorst, at Hemmen, Sandloh 

1. A Zeller was a peasant who farmed a relatively large amount of land. In this case the Zeller was grosse NIPPER and the 
husband of Anna Marie MORMANN, it is believed that Anna Marie and Catherina Margareta MORMANN wife of Johann 
Henrich NIEKAMP were sisters, and therefore Johann Henrich was employed on the farm of his brother-in-law grosse 
NIPPER. 

2. This is obviously an error instead of Maria Anna MORMANN it should be Catherina Margareta MORMANN. 
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(B9) 
26-27 Jan 1866, Johann Gerhard NIEKAMP, Parents: Johann Heinrich NIEKAMP and 
Lisette BOCKHORST at Hemmen, Sandloh. 

(BlO) 
2-6 Sep 1868, Johann Diedrich NIEKAMP, Parents: Johann Heinrich NIEKAMP and 
Lisette BOCKHORST. 

(Bll) 

16-19 Apr 1871, Maria Caroline NIEKAMP, Parents: Johann Heinrich NIEKAMP and 
Lisette BOCKHORST, at Sandloh. 

(B12) 
26 Feb 1873, born and baptized an unnamed boy born dead. 

(B13) 
16-19 Nov 1874, Peter Theodor August NIEKAMP, Parents: Johann Heinrich NIEKAMP 
and Lisette BOCKHORST. 

(B14) 
23-? Jun 1876, Catherine Lisette NIEKAMP, Parents: Johann Heinrich NIEKAMP and 
Lisette BOCKHORST. 

(B15) 
30-31 Jun 1877, Bernard Clemens NIEKAMP, Parents: Johann Heinrich NIEKAMP and 
Lisette BOCKHORST, in Sandloh. 

(B16) 
30 April May 1881, Bernadine Josephine NIEKAMP, Parents: Johann Heinrich NIEKAMP 
and Bernadine CLAUS, at Brocklage in Osteressen (Eastessen). 

(B17) 
27-29 Mar 1884, Johann Joseph NIEKAMP, Parents: Johann Heinrich NIEKAMP and 
Bernadine CLAUS, at Brocklage in Osteressen (Eastessen). 

(B18) 
17-19 Jul 1886, Johann Heinrich NIEKAMP, Parents: Johann Heinrich NIEKAMP and 
Bernadine CLAUS, at Brocklage in Osteressen (Eastessen). 

Deaths/Burials, 1811-1855 
(D1) 

25-84-Died 28 Nov 1816, Maria Anna dau. of Johann Henrich NIEKAMP and Catherina 
MORMANN 

(D2) 

90-76-Died 20 Jun 1830, Johann Henrich NIEKAMP, by Essen, armer Heuerling (poor 
hired person), age 73 years, 8 months. 
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(D3) 

121-88-Died 4 Dec 1835, Johann NIEKAMP, Heuerling auf dem Ostendorf bey Essen, age 
35 years, married. 
(D4) 

145-42-Died 6 Jul 1839, Margareth NIEMANN born NIEKAMP, Essen, age 43 years, mar­
ried. 

(D5) 

168-25-Died 14 Feb 1842, Maria Margaretha NIEKAMP, born MORMANN, arm (poor) in 
Essen, widowed, age 72 years. 

(D6) 

229-66-Died 19 Jun 1848 Henrich NIEKAMP, Heuermann bey Essen, age 52 years, mar­
ried. 

Deaths/Burials, 1856-1888 
(D7) 

26 Feb 1873, unnamed boy, baptized, son of Heinrich NIEKAMP and wife Lisette born 
BOCKHORST. 

(D8) 

26 Jun 1876, Johann Diedrich NIEKAMP, son of Heinrich NIEKAMP and wife Lisette, 
born BOCKHORST. 

(D9) 

2 Jun 1879, Wife of Johann Heinrich NIEKAMP, Lisette, born BOCKHORST 

(DlO) 
16 Nov 1887 Peter Theodor August NIEKAMP, son of Heinrich NIEKAMP And wife 
Lisette born BOCKHORST. 
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rlieltamp jamih? in ~merica 

�~� mmigrant ancestor Johan Gerd Frederick Niekamp was born in or near Essen in the 
�~� Grandduchy of Oldenburg, Germany, on 9 Apr 1811, the son of Johann Henrich 
Niekamp and Catherine Margarethe Mormann; he was baptized 11 Apr 1811 in St. 
Bartholomaus Catholic Church in Essen. 

In 1833 at age 22 he came to America, a ship's passenger record of him has not been found, 
but I believe he came through the port of Baltimore. He went first to Cincinnati, Ohio 
where he stayed a short time, then to Tippecanoe, founded in 1840 (the name was later 
changed to Tipp City), where he assisted in hauling logs for the first houses built there. 

He was married to Catherine Maria Niehauss on 3 Mar 1840 by Rev. Damian Juncker in 
Emmanuel Catholic Church, Dayton, Ohio. After their marriage they resided in Monroe 
Township, Miami County. In the same year on 10 Aug 1840 he became a naturalized 
citizen of the United States. They had three sons John, Joseph and Clemmens when they 
moved to Mercer County, Ohio in 1848. 

On 19 Feb 1848 Frederick bought from Samuel and Elisa Gray, for the sum of $600.00, 80 
acres of land, and on 27 May from Cornelius and Lavina Stocker, for the sum of $300.00, 
40 adjoining acres, both located in Sec. 10, in Marion Township, Mercer County. There is a 
family legend, that he traded a surrey (a light carriage) for one of these parcels, there is 
no mention of this in the deeds, but might have been a part of the bargain. This was all 
wilderness at that time except for seven acres that had been cleared. 

He built first a log house with a loft which he replaced in 1872 with a large 2 story brick 
residence. They were one of the first German families to settle in Marion Township. 
Frederick was one of the few in the township at that time who could speak English, and 
frequently accompanied German neighbors when they went to Celina to settle legal or 
business matters. 

A daughter Mary was born on 27 Jul 1849. Three years later on 26 Sep 1852 wife and 
mother Catherine died. The record at St. John Catholic Church, Maria Stein, reads "Maria 
Catherina Niecamp died with the Sacraments on Sep. 26, 1852". She was buried in St. 
John Church Cemetery. 

The following year on 19 Apr 1853 Frederick and Anna Catherine Stammen were married 
by the Rev. Aloysius Schelbert in St. John Catholic Church. She was the daughter of Albert 
and Wilhelmina Stammen and immigrated with her parents from Germany in 1850. The 
Stammen family went directly to Mercer County where they settled on a parcel of land 
Albert bought on 2 Jul 1850; it was adjoining to and just across the road from the 
Niekamp farm. 

Frederick and Anna Catherine were pioneer members of St. Sebastian Parish, and helped 
build the first two churches, the first in 1852/53, and the second, larger church in 1878, 
both were built on the same site, on the six acres of land which was donated to John 
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Purcell, the Archbishop of Cincinnati by Anna Catherine's parents. 

To Frederick and Anna Catherine were born ten children, five died young and five lived to 
maturity. Henry A. (my grandfather) was the first born, then a daughter Philomena, and 
three sons Gerhard, Peter and Frank. In February 1880, Frederick's son Clemmens and 
his wife Maria Catherine Lindhaus died, leaving two children Frank Jr. and Anna both 
under five years of age. The grandparents then took them into their home and raised them 
as their own. 

All the children continued to live on the farm with their parents until each in turn married 
and made their homes on nearby or neighboring farms. Their son Peter married Frances 
Bertke on 25 Sep 1883, the young couple made their home on the farm with Peter's 
parents. On 6 May 1887 Frederick deeded the farm to Peter, and the parents continued to 
live there with them, being well taken care of by Peter and Frances. Frederick and Anna 
Catherine both died in 1894, she on May 19 and he three months later on August 18; they 
are buried in St. Sebastian Cemetery. 

MY GRANDPARENTS 

My grandparents Henry A. Niekamp and Catherine Koch were married on 5 Nov 1878. 
They made their home on an 80 acre farm that Henry's father had bought on 7 Mar 1876 
from John and Mary Benke, this was the E 1/2 of the SE 1/4 of Sec. 3, in Franklin 
Township, Mercer County. On 10 Mar 1879 Henry and Catherine bought this farm from 
his parents. Seven children were born to them here. They were members of St.Sebastian 
Church, where all the children were baptized. On 24 Jun 1897 wife and mother Catherine 
died, leaving her husband with seven children from one to seventeen years of age. She is 
buried in St. Sebastian Cemetery. Henry then married Katherine Plasenthal a widow with 
three children. The Niekamp and Plasenthal children then lived with their parents in the 
one household on the farm, at least to June 1900 when the U.S. census was taken. In it, 
all are listed except Katherine's oldest daughter Matilda. It is not known where she was 
living at the time. She later went to California where she married Frank Cordosa, they 
made their home on a ranch at La Grange, CA. Her sister Clara also went to California, 
nothing more is known about her. It is believed both girls were nurses. Their brother 
Frank married and resided in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Sometime in 1903 after St. Sebastian Church burned down, Precious Blood Parish was 
established in the village of Chickasaw. A hall had been built several years earlier, which 
was later converted to a chapel for prayer and an occasional Mass during weekdays only. 
The folks of Chickasaw were still obliged to attend Mass on Sundays at St. Sebastian. After 
the fire, Archbishop Elder of Cincinnati granted permission for a church in Chickasaw. The 
chapel was then enlarged and became Precious Blood Church; it served the people of the 
village and some of the surrounding rural area. Father Antonius Dick C.PP.S., the first 
pastor, appointed Henry Niekamp, Joseph Seitz, Gerhard Schroeder and John Will to be 
the first wardens. From its very beginning the Henry Niekamp family were members of this 
church. I should mention here that a beautiful brick church was built at St. Sebastian to 
replace the one that burned down in 1903. Both parishes still exist today. 
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Henry and Katherine retired from the farm - probably sometime in 1909 and moved to a 
small farm of five acres at Chickasaw. They were living there in May 1910 when the 
census was taken; listed are the parents, Henry's son Hugo, and Katherine's daughter 
Clara. About this same time Henry's son Louis rented the farm from his father; he and his 
sister Mary were living there at the time of the census in April 1910. 

After the family moved to Chickasaw, Henry was involved in the village government; he 
was elected first to the council, then clerk, and then treasurer, serving in all from 1909 to 
1922. 

They made their home on this small farm until both died, Katherine at home on 23 Jan 
1929, and Henry on 20 April 1929, in a hospital in Dayton, Ohio, after one of his legs had 
to be amputated because of infection from a wound he suffered to his ankle while climbing 
a rail fence. Both are buried in Precious Blood Cemetery, Chickasaw. 

MY PARENTS 

Edward "Ed" Niekamp and Dorothea "Dora" Gieseke, my parents, were married on 26 Nov 
1910. In religion Dora was Lutheran and Ed was Catholic when they married. Several 
years later, after taking instructions from Father Kuenle, Dora converted to the Catholic 
faith. He gave her a memento card on which he wrote. 

In remembrance of your First Holy Communion, received, Nov. 29, 1913, in the 
Church of the Most Precious Blood, Chickasaw, Ohio. - Charles W. Kuenle, Pastor. 

After their marriage they made their home at 46 Main St. in Chickasaw. The house 
belonged to Dora's Uncle Willie Gieseke, Uncle Willie made his home with them. In 
January 1913 he decided to go to New Orleans for the Mardi Gras celebration. He only got 
as far as Montgomery, Alabama where he became ill on the train; he was taken off and put 
in a hospital where he died. Ed then went to Montgomery to claim his body and 
accompany it back to New Bremen, Ohio, where burial took place. Ed and Dora then came 
into possession of the home on Main St. 

Ed was a blacksmith. He learned his trade while working for Joe Dorsten, the local 
blacksmith in Chickasaw. During the time that he served his apprenticeship he lived with 
Mr. and Mrs. Dorsten whose home was next to the blacksmith shop. At about the same 
time Ed and Dora were married, he started his own blacksmith shop in Chickasaw. This 
shop was only a few blocks from their home. Ed served on the village council from Nov 
1912 until 1916. Sometime in 1916 they sold the house and the blacksmith shop in 
Chickasaw. 

Ed and Dora with their children Mervin, Arnold and Leona then moved to St. Marys, 
where Ed worked for a local blacksmith. They lived in St. Marys for only about a year, 
then moved to New Bremen where they lived with Dora's parents in their home on the 
"Southend". Their fourth child Vernon was born here on 21 Sep 1917, the only one in the 
family not born in Mercer County. Ed worked at the handle factory which was located 
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nearby. In the Spring of 1918 they moved to an apartment in Barth's Flat on North Main 
Street. This building (demolished in 1983) was located across the street from the 
Luelleman House, which today is The New Bremen Historic Association Museum. In the 
Spring of 1919 they moved once again in New Bremen to a house on Walnut Street just 
north of Second Street. At the time Ed was working for the Auglaize Hoist and Body 
Company which was only a few blocks from their home. 

In the late summer of 1919 they moved back to Mercer County, onto the farm then owned 
by Dora's uncle Christian Gieseke, the same farm that Dora lived on with her parents for 
several years from about 1907 to the Fall of 1910, and just across the road from the farm 
on which she was born. Their children attended the Liberty School located a half mile 
away to the north. This was the same school that years before Dora and her siblings 
attended. They now again were members of Precious Blood Catholic Church in Chickasaw, 
which was two and a half miles distant. Their fifth child Wilmer was born on this farm on 
14 Sep 1922. 

In the Fall of 1923 the family moved to the Fred Meyer farm in Auglaize County, located 
at the southeast corner of Clover Four Road and Greenville Road (today State Highway 
364). They now belonged to Holy Rosary Parish in St. Marys where they attended church 
services. Their children now attended the Westside School, located about a mile and a half 
to the south. They lived on this farm ten years. 

In the Fall of 1933 they moved to the Williams farm northwest of St. Marys. In the Fall of 
1937 they gave up farming and sold at public auction all their livestock, farm machinery, 
and chattles. They retired from the farm and moved to St. Marys. Ed worked for several 
businesses in town and also for a while for the city of St. Marys. 

Later on they moved to Marysville, Ohio, where they lived with their son Wilmer and his 
wife Mary. In 1947 Wilmer drove his car to California accompanied by his parents Ed and 
Dora. Mary had some health problems at that time, so she remained in Ohio. They stayed 
for a while with their son Mervin and family in Glendale. Wilmer bought a house at 610 E. 
Palm Avenue, Burbank. His wife Mary then came from Ohio. Ed and Dora made their 
home with them. In 1951 Mervin and Catherine bought and moved into a house at 832 E. 
Providencia Ave. Burbank. A little later that year they bought a lot with two houses on it 
at 707 E. Providencia Avenue. Ed and Dora then made their home in one of them. For the 
rest of their lives they lived in this home. Ed worked with his son Mervin in construction 
until his retirement. 

Their children all came to California from Ohio between the years 1935 and 1964. Arnold 
came first in 1935; Mervin came in 1936; Wilmer and Mary, as mentioned above came 
1947; Vernon, Dot and daughter Linda came in 1948; Leona, Bill and sons Bob and Steve 
came in 1964, their daughter Nancy came in 1962 two years prior to her parents, they 
made their home in Lompoc. Ed and Dora were thankful and happy, that in the last years 
of their lives, they could enjoy having all their children and their families live close by. 
Ed and Dora both died in Burbank, Ed on 13 Feb 1968, and Dora on 3 Feb 1969, both are 
buried in San Fernando Mission Cemetery. 
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MY UNCLES AND AUNTS 

Anthony "Tony" and Mary Niekamp, resided in Chickasaw for a number of years after they 
were married. In 1905 he was appointed to the village council and served at least one 
term. Four sons were born to them there. Sometime after their fourth and youngest son 
Eugene drowned in a well or cistern the family moved to Minster, Ohio. Two daughters 
were born to them there. 

William "Bill" and Rosa Niekamp, were married in Chickasaw and resided there all their 
lives. Their home was on the west side of the village just south of the Chickasaw Grain 
and Milling Company, where he was employed. In later years he was sexton of Precious 
Blood Church and Cemetery. He served a number of terms on the village council between 
the years 1912 and 1938. In March 1952 they sold several acres of their land to the 
Community Athletic Association for the use of the community ball park. 

Louis "Lou" Niekamp, stayed on and took over the farm from his father Henry after his 
father retired and moved to Chickasaw. After Louis and Rose were married, they made 
their home on this farm until 1923. They then moved one mile east to the Anthony Rentz 
farm, the birthplace of Rose. They lived on this farm until Louis died in 1962. Rose and 
her daughter Georgiana then moved into a new home on Mulberry St. 
in Chickasaw. 

Aunt Mary Niekamp, stayed on and helped her brother 
Louis on the farm, until his marriage in October 1910. She 
then went to Dayton, Ohio where she was employed as 
housekeeper by John H. Patterson founder of The 
National Cash Register Company in Dayton. In October 
1916 Father Menge became pastor of Precious Blood 
parish in Chickasaw, Ohio, and Aunt Mary became his 
housekeeper. She remained with Father Menge during his 
later assignments at Cincinati and St. 
Marys, Ohio until her death. Mary Niekamp 

Gustave "Gust" Niekamp, served in the army in WWI; after the 
war he went to Dayton, Ohio. He was employed at Frigidaire. In 
1936 he married Gertrude "Gert" Stahl; they lived all their married lives in Dayton. He 
continued to work for Frigidaire, and after being employed by that firm for more than 
thirty years, retired from there in Jan. 1959. 

Hugo and Leona Niekamp, after their marriage in Cincinati, lived the rest of their lives in 
Dayton, Ohio. He, like his brother Gust, retired from Frigidaire after being employed there 
for more than thirty years. 
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llieltamp famih? l3eocen6anto in ~merica 

(8) Nll000- Johan Gerd Frederick NIEKAMP, son of Johann Henrich NIEKAMP and 
Catherina Margaretha MORMANN. 
b- 9 Apr 1811 Essen, Oldenberg, Ger.1 

d- 18 Aug 1894 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH 
bur- St. Sebastian Cemetery 
m- 1) 3 Mar 1840 by Rev. Henry Damian Juncker, Emmanuel Catholic Church, Dayton, OH2

•
3 

Nll000Wl- Catherine Maria NIEHAUSS 
b- Dayton, OH 
d- 26 Sep 1852 Marion Twp., Mercer Co., OH4 

bur- St. John Cemetery, Maria Stein, Mercer Co., OH4 

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE5 

1. John Henry 
b- 18 Jan 1841 Tipp City, Miami Co., OH 

2. Joseph 
b- 1843 Tipp City, Miami Co., OH 
d- ca 1865 (Cincinnati, OH?) 

3. Clemmens 
b- 1 Nov 1845 Tipp City, Miami Co., OH 

4. Mary 
b- 27 Jul 1849 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH 

1. Church book No.8, Pg.3, No.25, St. Bartholomaus Catholic Church, Essen, Oldenburg, Ger. 
2. Marriage license, Probate Court, Montgomery Co., OH, 29 Feb 1840. 
3. Marriage record, Emmanuel Catholic Church, Dayton, OH. Research by Thomas F. Niekamp. 
4. Death/burial records St. John Catholic Church, Maria Stein, OH. research by Thomas F. Niekamp. 
5. A Family Portrait 1979, By Thomas F. Niekamp 

Also: 1840 U.S. census, Monroe Twp., Miami Co., OH. M704, Roll 415, pg. 97 

NI2001* 

NI2002 

NI2003* 

NI2004* 
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(8) NU000- Johan Gerd Frederick NIEKAMP, son of Johann Henrich NIEKAMP and 
Catherina Margaretha MORMANN. 
b- 9 Apr 1811 Essen, Oldenberg, Ger.1 

d- 18 Aug 1894 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH5 

bur- St. Sebastian Cemetery6 
m- 2) 19 Apr 1853 by Rev. Aloysius Schelbert, St. John's Catholic Church, Maria Stein, OH2

•
3 

(9) ST2003-Anna Catherine STAMMEN, dau. of Albert STl000 
b- Oct 1824 (Rhineland, Ger. or Holland ?)4 

d- 19 May 1894 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH5 

bur- St.Sebastian Cemetery.6 

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE 
All born at St.Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH7

•
8 

1. Henry A. 
b- 24 May 1854 

2. Philomena 
b- 15 Mar 1856 

3. Gerhard 
b- 22 May 1857 

4 Peter 
b- 10 Feb 1859 

5. Frank 
b- 28 Feb 1864 

6. Elizabeth 
b- date unknown, died young 

7. Catherine 
b- date unknown, died young 

8. Julia 
b- date unknown, died young 

9. Theodore 
b- date unknown, died young 

10. Unnamed child, died an infant 

The five children that died young are all buried in St. Sebastian Cemetery. 

1. Church book No. 8, Pg. 3, No. 25, St Bartholomaus Catholic Church, Essen, Oldenburg, Ger. 
2. Marriage records of Mercer Co., OH, The State Library, Columbus, OH 
3. Copy, Certificate of Marriage, St. John Catholic Church, Maria Stein, OH 

(4) NI2005* 

NI2006* 

NI2007* 

NI2008* 

Nl2009* 

NI2010 

NI2011 

NI2012 

NI2013 

NI2014 

4. Stammen family emigrated from Kappellen, near Geldern, Rineland, Ger. Her birth record was not found there, her death 
certificate indicates she was born in Holland. For more information see Stammen Family. 
5. Certified copy of death record, Mercer County Probate Court, Celina, OH. 
6. Visit to cemetery, I have photo of gravestone. 
7. Scrantons History of Mercer County Ohio 1907, Pg. 441, Mercer County Ohio History 1978, Pg. 812. 
8. A Family Portrait 1979, by Thomas F. Niekamp. 

Also: 1850 U.S. census, Marion Twp., Mercer Co., OH, pg. 441, fam. 50; 1860 U.S. census Marion Twp., Mercer Co., OH, pg. 86, 
dwl. 600, fam. 605; 1870 U.S. census, Marion Twp., Mercer Co., OH, pg. 3, dwl. 16; 1880 U.S. census, Marion Twp., Mercer Co., 
OH, pgs. 20-21, dwl. 150, fam. 152. 
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Niekamp 

John Gerd Frederick Niekamp 

The original Niekamp farmstead in Mercer County. It has been in the Niekamp 
family since 1848. 
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Niekamp 

Copy of the deed for the first land Frederick Niekamp 
bought in Mercer County, 19 Feb. 1848. 
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Copy of the deed for the second parcel of land Frederick 
Niekamp bought in Mercer County, 27 May 1848. 

Niekamp 
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Niekamp 

Jes/amen/ 

gn I.he name of I.he :JJenevolenl Jal.her of all 9,' Jrecl%'damp of r:'5ebaslian, Yl(ercer Counly, Ohio, 
do ma.ke and pubhs.h l.h.rs my fas/ wifl and /es/amen/. 

.9/em 1 sf. g give lo my son :JJe/er, all my personal properly such as .house.hole/ goods, furnilure, no/es 
and money lo be .h.rs forever. Jfe .however mus/ pay I.he following reruesls: 

.9/em 2nd. !lf .rs my w.rffl.hal my son :JJe/er, s.haflpay_ lo my son :/ohn 'J.hree .hundred andlweniy//ve 
cfoffars, w.rl.houl inleresl, in lwo years after my deal/;, as .b.rs fuff par/ of in.her.rlance. 

!lfem .3rd. !lf .rs my wifl I.ha/ my son :JJeler, shall pay lo my daug.hler Yl(aria 'J.hree .hundred and 
'Jweniy//ve cfoffars, w.rl.houl inleresl, in lwo years after my deal/;, as her fuff parl of my in.her.rlance. 

!l!em 4/.h. !l! .rs my w.rff I.ha/ my son :Pe/er, shall pay lo my_ son Jfenry 'Jwo .hundred ancl'Jweniy//ve 
cfoflars, w.rl.houl inleresf, in lwo years after my deal/;, as .h.rs fuff par/ of inher.rlance. 

!l!em 5/.h. !lf .rs my w.rff I.ha/ my son :Pe/er, s.hafl pay lo my daug.hler :JJ.h.rlomena 'J.hree .hundred cfof.. 
lars, w.rl.houf inleresl, in lwo years after my deal/;, as her fuff par/ ofin.her.rlance. 

!l!em 6/h. !lf .rs my w.1/f i.hal my son :JJeier, s.haffpay lo my_ son 9er.harcl'Jwo .hundred ancl'Jweniy//ve 
cfoffars, w.rl.houl inleresl, in lwo years after my deal/;, ash.rs fuff par/ of in.her.rlance. 

!l!em 7/.h. !lf .rs my w.rff l.hal my son :Pe/er, s.haffpay lo my son Jran.k Jive .hundred cloflars, w.rl.houf 
inleresl, in lwo years after my deal/;, as .h.rs fuff par/ of fi'.rs in.her.rlance. 

!l!em !Sib. .9f .rs my w.rff l.hal my son :JJe/er, s.haffpay lo Jran.k, (son of my son Clemens, deceasec/) One 
.hundred and fen cfoffars, w.rl.houl inleresl, in l.hree years after my deal/;, as .h.rs fuff par/ of inher.rlance. 

!l!em 91.h. !l! .rs my w.rff I.ha/ my son :Pe/er, s.haff pay lo 7/nna, ( daug.hler of my son Clemens, 
deceasec/) One h'undred and fen cfoffars, w.rf.houl inleresl, in l.hree years after my deal/;, as her fuff 
par/ of in.her.rlance. 

!lfem 10/.h. !lf .rs my w.rlfl.hal my son :Pe/er, shalfpay lo 9er.harc/, son of my son :/ohn, 'Jwen!y~jive 
cloflars, w.rl.houl inleresf, in lwo years after my deal/;, as .h.rs fuff par/ ofinher.rlance . 

.9/em 111.h. !lf .rs my w.rffl.hal my son :Pe/er, s.haffpay lo 7/nlon, son of my son Jlenry, 'Jwen!y~five cfof.. 
fars, w.rlhoul inleresl, in lwo years after my deal/;, ash.rs full par/ of in.her.rlance. 

!l!em 121.h. !lf .rs my w.rff I.ha/ my son :JJe/er, shall pay lo :/osep.h, son of my daughler :JJJ;.rfomena, 
'Jwen!y~five cfoffars, w.rlhoul inleresl, in lwo years after my deal/;, ash.rs fuffparl of in.her.rlance. 

!l!em 1 :Jl.h. !lf .rs my wifl I.ha/ my son :JJeler, shall pay lo D?osa, daughler of my son 9erhard, 'Jwen!y~ 
five cfoffars, w.rf.houl inleresl, in lwo years after my deal/;, as her fuff par/ ofinher.rfance. 

!l!em 14/.h. !lf .rs my w.rff lhal my son :Pe/er, shaffpay lo Clemens, .h.rs son, 'Jweniy~five cfoffars, w.rl.houl 
inleresl, in lwo years after my deal/;, as .h.rs fuff par/ ofin.her.rfance. 

!l!em 15/h. !lf .rs my wifl Iha/ my son :JJeler shall pay al[ my /us/ debls, such as funeral expenses, and 
olher expenses. gcfo hereby revo.ke all former w.rlfs by me made. gn leslimony hereof, g have .hereunlo 
sel my hand and seal, l.h.rs U clay of Yl(ay, I <J94. 

. ;A~mr· 

�~� 
r:'5.rjned and ac.knowledgecf by said Jrecl%e.kamp as .h.rs fas/ wifl and /es/amen!, in our presence, and 
s.rjnecl by us in .h.rs presence. �~�~� 

�~�/�4�~�~� 

The above is a transcript, copied verbatim, from a photocopy of the original will of Fred Niekamp, 
that is on file, in the office of the Probate Court, Mercer County Court House, Celina, Ohio. 

30 



Gravestone of Katharina A. Niekamp in 
St. Sebastian Cemetary 

Gravestone of J.G. Frederick Niekamp in 
St. Sebastian Cemetary 

Niekamp 

31 



. Niekamp 

NI2001- John Henry NIEKAMP, son of Frederick Nil00O 
b- 18 Jan 1841 Tipp City, Miami Co., OH 
d- 14 Jul 1904 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH1 

bur- St.Sebastian Cemetery1 

m- 1) 24 Apr 1866 St. Sebastian Catholic Church, Mercer Co., OH1
•
5 

NI2001Wl-Anna DABBELT, dau. of Johann Bernard DABBELT and Maria Sybilla 
POETTER 
b- 20 Jun 1845 Ascheberg, Westphalia, Ger.2 

d- 9 Jul 1881 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH1
•
4 

bur- St. Sebastian Cemetery1 

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE 
All born at St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH1

•
2 

1. Catherine 
b- 29 Jan 1867 
d- 10 Oct 1950 Coldwater, Mercer Co., OH 
m- 1) Henry (John) SEVERT1

•
2 

m- 2) Peter WEBER2 

m- 3) Joseph PIEKENBROCK3 

2. Gerhard John 
b- 31 Jan 1869 

3 Frances 
b- 3 Aug 1872 
d- 3 Jul 1945 Coldwater, Mercer Co., OH 
m- 22 Apr 1896 Gerhard WOLTERS1

•
2 

4. Regina Mary 
b- 20 Oct 1874 
d- 5 Nov 1876 St Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH4 

1. A Family Portrait 1979, by Thomas F. Niekamp. 
2. Mercer County Ohio History 1978, Pgs. 785-786 
3. Ibid, Pg. 814 
4. Death records, Mercer County Probate Court, Celina, OH 
5. Ibid, Marriage records 

NI3001 

NI3002* 

NI3003 

NI3004 

Also: 1870 U.S. census, Franklin Twp., Mercer Co., OH, pg. 22, dwl., 176; 1880 U.S. census, Franklin 'l\vp., Mercer Co., OH, pg. 
8, fam. 68. 

32 



NI2001-John Henry NIEKAMP,1 son of Frederick Nll000 
b- 18 Jan 1841 Tipp City, Miami Co., OH 
d- 14 Jul 1904 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH 
bur- St Sebastian Cemetery 

Niekamp 

m- 2) 17 Jan 1882 by Fr. Erhardt Glueck C.PP.S, St. Sebastian Catholic Church, Mercer 
Co.,OH 

NI2001 W2- Catherine BORGERT 
b- 4Apr 1856 
d- 25 Feb 1892 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH 
bur- St. Sebastian Cemetery 

Fred Niekamp with his son John 
and family, seated: John Niekamp, 
his second wife Catherine Borgert, 

baby Ben Herman born 17 Nov 
1883, standing: Frances, Catherine, 

Fred Niekamp, Gerhard John. 
Photo circa 1884. 

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE 
All born at St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH 

1. Ben Herman 
b- 17 Nov 1883 
d- 10 Aug 1929 Dayton, OH 
Never Married 

2. Albert Henry 
b- 5Aug 1885 
d- 7 Sep 1897 

3. Aloysious 
b- 5 Mar 1888 
d- 20 May 1945 North Star, Darke Co. OH 
m- 1) Frances RINDLER 

4. Henry 
b- 15 Dec 1889 
d- 2 Apr 1970 MI 
m- Emma DEPPEN 

5. Andrew J. 
b- 14 Sep 1891 

1. All information on this family is from A Family Portrait 1979, by Thomas F. Niekamp 

Nl3005 

Nl3006 

N13007 

Nl3008 

Nl3009* 
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NI2003- Clemmens NIEKAMP, son of Frederick Nll000 
b- 1 Nov 1845 Tipp City, Miami Co., OH 
d- 12 Feb 1880 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH3 

bur- St. Sebastian Cemetery 
m- 21 Nov 1872 by Fr. Francis Buechel C.PP.S, St. Sebastian Catholic Church, Mercer Co., 
OHl 

NI2003Wl- Maria Catherine LINDHAUS, dau. of Bernard LINDHAUS 
b- 27 Sep 18532 

d- 20 Feb 1880 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co. OH3 

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE 
Both born at St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH2 

1. FrankJr. 
b- 6 Aug 1875 

2. Anna 
b- 20 Aug 1878 

1. Marriage records, Mercer County Probate Court, Celina OH. 
2. Mercer County Ohio History 1978, Pg. 812. 
3. Death records, Mercer County Probate Court, Celina, OH. 
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NI2004Hl- Rudolf KLOSTERMANN, son of Henry KLOSTERMANN and Mary 
RULLMAN 
b- 28 Sep 1848 Cincinnati, OH1

•
3 

d- 3 Aug 1934 
m-

NI2004- Mary NIEKAMP, dau. of Frederick Nll000 
b- 27 Jul 1849 St. Sebastion, Mercer Co., OH2

·
3 

d- 28 Nov 1931 Guadalupe, Mercer Co., OH2
•
3 

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE 
All born Franklin Twp. Mercer Co., OH1

•
3 

1. Samuel 
b- date unknown, died young 

2. Catherine 
b- date unknown, died young 

3. Anna 
b- 1871 
d-
m- John KROEGER 

4. Henry 
b- 6 Sep 1872 
d- 13 Mar 1966 
m- Nov 1898 Anna WILKER 
b- 20 May 1879, d- 10 Nov 1955 

5. Edward 
b- Apr 1877 
d-
m-

6. William 
b- 15 Dec 1878 
d-
m-

7. Louis 
b- Jun 1885 

8. Mary 
b- 25 Feb 1889 

9. Aloys 
b- 22 Aug 1891 
d- 25 Mar 19934 

m- 27 Sep 1922 Agnes GILLIG 4 

1. Mercer County Ohio History 1978, Pg. 249 
2. Funeral prayer card. 

Niekamp 

N13012 

Nl3013 

Nl3014 

N13015 

N13016 

Nl3017 

Nl3018* 

Nl3019* 

Nl3020 

3. Family charts compiled by Thomas F. Niekamp from his research of the Niekamp families, he sent me copies in 1976-1977. 
4. Obituary, The Evening Leader, St. Marys, OH, 26 Mar 1993. 

Also: 1900 U.S. census, Franklin Twp., Mercer Co., OH, pg. B7, dwl. 143, fam. 145; 1910 U.S. census, Franklin Twp., Mercer 
Co., OH, sheet 3, dwl. 57, fam. 51. 
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(4) NI2005- Henry A. NIEKAMP, son of Frederick Nil000 
b- 24 May 1854 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH 
d- 20 Apr 1929 Dayton, OH2

•
6 

bur- 23 Apr 1929 Precious Blood Cemetery, Chickasaw, Mercer Co., OH4 

m- 1) 5 Nov 1878 by Rev. Peter Kuhnmuench, C.PP.S, St. Sebastian Catholic Church, Mercer 
Co., OH1 

(5) KO3009- Catherine KOCH, dau. of Ferdinand KO2003 
b- 10 Sep 1855 Marion Twp., Mercer Co., OH 
d- 24 Jun 1897 Franklin Twp., Mercer Co., OH3 

bur- St. Sebastian Cemetery4 

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE 
All born Franklin Twp. Mercer Co., OH5

•
6 

1. JohnAnthony 
b- 20 Jun 1880 

2. William F. 
b- 4 Feb 1882 

3. Louis 
b- 4 Jul 1884 

4. Edward Joseph 
b- 3 Oct 1886 

5. MaryAnn 
b- 7 Jan 1889 
d- 4 Jan 1933 Cincinnati, OH2

·
6 

bur- 7 Jan 1933 Precious Blood Cemetery, 
Chickasaw, Mercer Co., OH 
Never married 

6. Gustave 
b- 6 Feb 1894 

7. Hugo P. 
b- 11 Jun 1896 

1. Marriage records, Mercer County Probate Court, Celina, OH. 
2. Copy, Certificate of Death, Division of Vital Statistics, Department of Health, Columbus, OH. 

NI3021 * 

NI3022* 

NI3023* 

(2) NI3024* 

NI3025 

NI3026* 

NI3027* 

3, Certified copy of death record, Mercer County Probate Court, Celina, OH. Record No.9, cause of death childbirth, age 41 yrs. 
9 mos, 14 days. 
4. Visits to cemeteries, I have photos of gravestones 
5, Birth records, Mercer County Probate Court, Celina, OH. 
6, Family records and my personal knowledge. 

Also: 1880 U.S. census, Franklin Twp., Mercer Co., OH, pg. 10, fam. 83; 1900 U.S. census, Franklin Twp., Mercer Co., OH, pg. 
B13, dwl. 257, fam. 259; 1910 U.S. census, Chickasaw, Marion Twp., Mercer Co., OH, sheet?, dwl. ?, fam.? 
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(4) NI2005- Henry A. NIEKAMP, son of Frederick Nll000 
m- 2) date not known, at Maria Stein, OH 

NI2005W2-Katherine (BENKE) PLASENTHAL, a widow 
b- 25 Oct 1855 Maria Stein, OH1 

d- 23 Jan 1929 Chickasaw, OH1
•
2 

bur- Precious Blood Cemetery, Chickasaw 

NO CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE 

Henry A. Niekamp and 
his second wife 

Katherine. 

CHILDREN OF WIFE'S PREVIOUS MARRIAGE2 

1. Matilda PLASENTAL 
b-
d- La Grange, CA 
m- Frank CORDOSA 

2. Frank PLASENTAL 
b-Aug 1887 
d-

3. Clara PLASENTAL 
b- Jul 1889 
d- Los Angeles, CA 

1. Funeral prayer card 
2. My personal knowledge 

Niekamp 

Also: 1900 U.S. census, Franklin Twp., Mercer Co., OH, pg. B13, dwl. 257, fam. 259; 1910 U.S. census, Chickasaw, Marion Twp., 
Mercer Co., OH 
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38 

The Henry Niekamp home 
in Chickasaw, photo taken 

in 1983. 

Gravestone of Katherine Koch Niekamp, 
Henry's first wife in St. Sebastian 
Cemetary. 

The Henry Niekamp 
farmstead in Franklin Twp., 
Mercer County 

Gravestone of Henry Niekamp and his second wife Katherine. 



Niekamp 

NI2006Hl- John B. RONNEBAUM, son of Heinrich Johann RONNEBAUM and Clara 
FRILLING1 

b- 8 Dec 1853 Cincinnati, OH2 

d- 8 Feb 1939 Franklin Twp., Mercer Co., OH 
bur- Precious Blood Cemetery, Chickasaw, Mercer Co., OH 
m- ca 1878 

NI2006- Philomena NIEKAMP, dau. of Frederick Nil000 
b- 15 Mar 1856 St Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH 
d- 21 Jun 1925 Franklin Twp. Mercer Co., OH2 

bur- Precious Blood Cemetery, Chickasaw, Mercer Co., OH 

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE 
All born Franklin Twp., Mercer Co., OH2 

1. Henry 
b- May 1879 
d- 1910 
(Never married?) 

2. Joseph 
b- 20 Jan 1881 
d- 3 Jul 1945 
Never married 

3. Mathais 
b- 29 Feb 1884 

4. Philomena 
b- 2 Oct 1889 
d- 25 Oct 1949 

1. Chickasaw, Ohio Sesquicentennial 1838-1988, Pg.216 

NI3028 

NI3029 

NI3030* 

NI3031 

2. Family charts compiled by Thomas F. Niekamp, St. Henry, OH, from his research of the Niekamp families. He sent me copies 
1976-1977. 

Also: 1880 U.S. census, Franklin Twp., Mercer Co., OH, pg. 10, dwl. 87, fam. 87. 1900 U.S. census, Franklin Twp., Mercer Co., 
OH, pg. Al4, dwl. 261, fam. 262. 
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NI2007- Gerhard NIEKAMP, son of Frederick Nil000 
b- 22 May 1857 St Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH 
d- 10 Feb 19221 

m- 17 May 1881 by Rev. Erhardt Glueck C.PP.S., St. Sebastian Catholic Church, Mercer 
Co., OH2 

NI2007Wl- Elizabeth MESTAMAKER, dau. of Joseph MESTAMAKER and Denigh 
SCHULTE3 

b- 5 Jun 18591 

d- 18 Apr 19441 

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE 
All born in Franklin Twp., Mercer Co., OH1 

1. Rose 
b- 3 Apr 1882 

2. Joseph 
b- 2 Feb 1885 

3. August R. 
b- 17 Sep 1887 

4. Julius 
b- 11 Mar 1891 

5. Bernard 
b- 27 Nov 1893 

NI3032* 

NI3033* 

NI3034* 

NI3035* 

NI3036* 

I.Family charts compiled by Thomas F. Niekamp, St. Henry, OH from his research of the Niekamp families. He sent me copies 
1976-1977. 
2. Marriage records, Mercer County Probate Court, Celina, OH. 
3. Record of Mercer and Van Wert Counties, Ohio 1896, Pg.434, Reproduction by Unigraphics Inc., 1971 

Also: 1900 U.S. census, Franklin Twp., Mercer Co., OH, pg. B13, dwl. 255, fam. 257; 1910 U.S. census, Franklin Twp., Mercer 
Co., OH, sheet 3, dwl. 44, fam. 44 

40 



Niekamp 

NI2008- Peter NIEKAMP, son of Frederick Nil000 
b- 10 Feb 1859 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH 
d- 30 Aug 1942 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH1

•
3 

bur- Precious Blood Cemetery, Chickasaw, Mercer Co., OH1 

m- 25 Sep 1883 by Rev. Albert Voag C.PP.S., St. Sebastian Catholic Church,2 

NI2008Wl- Frances BERTKE, dau. of Bernard BERTKE and Liberata KUNKLER3 

b- 28 Dec 1865 Mercer Co., OH1 

d- 17 Mar 1960 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH1
•
3 

bur- Precious Blood Cemetery, Chickasaw, Mercer Co., OH1 

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE All born at St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH1 

1. Clemmens Nl3037 
b- 7 Mar 1885 
d- 28 Jan 1972 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH1 

Never married 
2. Catherine N13038 

b- 15 Sep 1886 
d- 14 Feb 1963 Cincinnati, OH4 

Never married 
3. Fred Nl3039 

b- 1 Jan 1889 
d-
m- Mary SCHULER, b- 20 Apr 1898, d- 24 Sep 1930 

4. Matilda Nl3040 
b- 6 Jun 1891 
d-
m- 8 Sep 1914 Clem HEITKAMP 

5. Liberata Nl3041 
b- 8 Sep 1893 
d- 5 Sep 1983 Coldwater, OH.s 
bur- 8 Sep 1983 Precious Blood Cemetery, Chickasaw, Mercer Co., OHs 
m- 24 Apr 1917 Frank C. EYINK, Precious Blood Catholic Church, Chickasaw, 
Mercer Co., OHs 

6. Eta Tasilla N13042 
b- 25 Jan 1896 
d- 17 Sep 1897 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH 
bur- St. Sebastian Cemetery 

7. Leo Nl3043 
b- 4 Aug 18981

•
6 

d- 24 Jan 1975 St Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH6 

bur- St. Sebastian Cemetery 
m- 11 May 1927 Mary HUBER6 

8. Regina N13044 
b-
d-
Never Married 

9. Richard 
b-
d-
m- Helen WENNING 

N13045 

1. Family charts compiled by Thomas F. Niekamp, St. Henry, OH. from his research of the Niekamp families. He sent me copies 
1976-1977 
2. Marriage records, Mercer County Probate Court, Celina, OH. 
3. Mercer County Ohio History 1978, Pg. 812. 
4. Obituary, The Evening Leader, St. Marys, OH, 15 Feb 1963 
5. Obituary, unidentified newspaper clipping. 
6. Chickasaw Ohio Sesquincentenial 1838-1988, Pg. 206. 

ALSO: 1900 U.S. census, Marion Twp., Mercer Co., OH, pg. A9, dwl.134, fam. 134; 1910 U.S. census, Marion Twp., Mercer Co., 
OH, sheet 9B, dwl. 150, fam. 151. 
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NI2009- Frank NIEKAMP, son of Frederick Nil000 
b- 28 Feb 1864 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH 
d- 30 May 1946 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH1 

bur- St. Sebastian Cemetery 
m- ca 1896 

NI2009Wl-Elizabeth KLOSTERMAN, dau. of Henry KLOSTERMAN and Mary 
MESTERMAKER2 

b- 17 Feb 18731 

d- 16 Aug 19271 

bur- St. Sebastian Cemetery 

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE 
All born at St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH1

•
2 

1. Alferd 
b- 20 Jun 1899 

2. Gregor 
b- date unknown, died young 

3. Charles 
b- 14 Sep 1902 
d- 30 Apr 1953 
m-

4. Josephine 
b- 19 Aug 1905 
d- 3 Mar 1966 
m- Norbert OSTERHOLT 

5. Roman 
b- 7 Jun 1906 
d- 13 Apr 1972 
m- OSTERHOLT 

6. Olive 
b-
m-Al HOMAN 

7. Albert 
b- 30 Jun 19103 

d- 20 Mar 19923 

m- 27 May 1934 Florentine LINK 3 

8. Johanna 
b-
m- Carl FELDHAKE 

9. Florian 
b-

NI3046* 

NI3047 

NI3048 

NI3048 

NI3050 

NI3051 · 

NI3052 

NI3053 

NI3054 

1. Family charts compiled by Thomas F. Niekamp, St. Henry, OH, from his research of the Niekamp families. He sent me copies 
1976-1977. 
2. Mercer County Ohio History 1978, Pg. 811. 
3. Obituary, The Evening Leader, St. Marys, OH, 21 Mar 1992. 

Also: 1900 U.S. census, Marion Twp., Mercer Co., OH, pg. B9, dwl. 162, fam. 162; 1910 U.S. census, 
Marion Twp., Mercer Co., OH, sheet? , dwl. 125, fam. 143. 
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N13002-Gerhard John NIEKAMP, son of John NI2001 
b- 31 Jan 1869 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH 
d- 23 Sep 1950 Coldwater, Mercer Co., OH1 

m- 22 Apr 18962 

N13002Wl-Philomena BROEKER 
b- Aug 1873 in Germany, came to U.S. in 1895. 
d-

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE 

1. George (Rev. Fr. George Niekamp C.PP.S.) 
b- 30 Mar 1897 St.Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH 
d- 2 Dec 1969 Coldwater, OH3 

bur- St. Charles Seminary Cemetery, 
Carthagena, Mercer Co., OH 

Niekamp 

NI4001 

George entered the Precious Blood Order, C.PP.S. in 1911, he was ordained a priest 
21 May 1925.3 

2. Harmon 
b- Jan 1900 
d- before 1910 

3. Child died young 
4. Helena M. 

b- 6 Sep 1903 
d-

5. JohnA. 
b- 23 Feb 1905 
d- 13 Dec 19615 

6. Raymond H. 
b- 23 Mar 1906 
d- 5 Sep 1969 Cleveland, OH5 

7. Mary A. 
b- 11 Dec 1907 Carthagena, Mercer Co., OH4 

d- 4 Feb 1984 Van Wert Co., OH4 

bur- St. Elizabeth Cemetery, Coldwater, OH 
m- Herman WUEBKER 

1. A Family Portrait 1979, by Thomas F. Niekamp 
2. Marriage records, Mercer County Probate Court, Celina, OH. 
3. Obituary in newspaper, The St. Marys Evening Leader, St. Marys, OH, 2 Dec 1969. 
4. Obituary, unidentified newspaper clipping. 
5. Funeral prayer card 

Also: 1900 U.S. census, Marion Twp., Mercer Co., OH, pg. Al, dwl. 8, fam. 8; 1910 U.S. census, 
Butler Twp., Mercer Co., OH, sheet 16B, dwl. 305, fam. 310. 

NI4002 

NI4003 
NI4004 

NI4005 

NI4006 

NI4007 
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NI3009-Andrew J. NIEKAMP,1 son of John NI2001 
b- 14 Sep 1891 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH 
d- 29 Sep 1975 St. Henry, Mercer Co., OH 
m- 14 Jun 1921 St. Francis Catholic Church, Cranberry Prairie, Mercer Co., OH 

NI3009Wl- Alma A. BERTKE, dau. of Bernard BERTKE and Katherine KNAPKE 
b- 27 Nov 1901 Cranberry Prairie, Mercer Co., OH 
d- 10 Nov 1973 St.Henry, OH 
bur- St Henry Cemetery 

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE 

1. Ethel Margaret NI4008 
b- 30 Mar 1922 Cranberry Prairie, OH 
m- 10 May 1941 Elmer RINDERLE, St. Francis Cath. Church, Cranberry Prairie 

2. Lester Andrew NI4009 
b- 1 Feb 1924 Celina, OH 
d- 12 Dec 1957 Ft. Recovery, OH 
m- Jan 1948, Beverly MORRIS 

3. Paul Henry NI4010 
b- 18 Aug 1926 Celina, OH 
m- 5 Oct 1946 Dorothy RUTKOWSKI, Custer, WI 

4. Thomas Frank NI4011* 
b- 17 Jun 1928 Celina, OH 

5. Joan Florence NI4012 
b- 28 Mar 1931 Celina, OH 
m- 20 May 1950 Maurice L. RAMMEL, St. Henry Catholic Church, St. Henry, OH 

6. John NI4013 
b- 3 Feb 1932 
d- at birth 

7. Andrew Joseph NI4014 
b- 21 Aug 1933 Celina, OH 
14 Jun 1958 Janet 0. WILLKE 
St. John Catholic Church, Maria Stein, OH 

8. Phyllis Marie NI4015 
b- 9 Sep 1935 St. Sebastian, OH 
m- 9 Aug 1958 Joseph MILLER , St. Henry Catholic Church, St. Henry, OH 

9. Kathleen Alma NI4016 
b- 24 Sep 1936 St. Sebastian, OH 
m- 13 Jun 1959 Gerald S. PULSKAMP, OH, St. Henry Catholic Church, St. Henry, OH 

10. James John NI4017 
b- 8 Feb 1941 Cranberry Prairie, OH 
m- 9 Jul 1964 Maria Margarita MORALES, Our Lady of Grace Cath. Church, 
San Antonio, TX 

1. All information on this family is from A Family Portrait 1979, by Thomas F. Niekamp. 
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Nl3010- Frank NIEKAMP Jr., son of Clemmens NI2003 
b- 6 Aug 1875 Franklin Twp., Mercer Co., OH 
d- 8 Jun 19491 

m- ca 1898 

KO4002-Catherine WABLER, dau. of Henry KO3007Hl 1 

b- 11 Dec 1876 Marion Twp. Mercer Co., OH 
d- 3 May 19541 

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE1
•
2
•
3 

1. Leon 
b- date unknown, died young 

2. Hilda 
b- 1901 
d- 21 Apr 1903, age 2 yrs. 22 days 

3. Amanda 
b-

4. John (twin) 
5. Mary (twin) 

b- date unknown, both died young 
6. Rosa 

b-
7. Robert 

b-
8. Clarence 

b-
9. Geneva 

b-
10. Corrine 

b-

Niekamp 

NI4018 

NI4019 

NI4020 

NI4021 
NI4022 

NI4023 

NI4024 

NI4025 

NI4026 

NI4027 

1. Family charts compiled by Thomas F. Niekamp, St. Henry, OH, from his research of the Niekamp families. He sent me copies 
1976-1977. 
2. History of Mercer County 1907, by Scranton, Pg. 471. 
3. Mercer County Ohio History 1978, Pg. 812. 

Also: 1900 U.S. census, Marion Twp., Mercer Co., OH, pg. B8, dwl. 132, fam. 132. 
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Niekamp 

Nl3011Hl- George GRAPPERHAUS1 

b- 1 Feb 1875 
d- 22 Jan 1951 
m-

Nl3011-Anna NIEKAMP, dau. of Clemmens NI2003 
b- 20 Aug 1878 St. Sebastian, Mercer Co., OH 
d- 31 Aug 1957 

ONE CHILD BORN TO THIS MARRIAGE 

1. Irma 
b-
d-
m- Robb H. HAYES 

NI4028 

1. All information on this family is from family charts compiled by Thomas F. Niekamp, St. Henry, OH. He sent me copies 
1976-1977. 
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Nl3018- Louis KLOSTERMAN, son of Rudolf NI2004Hl 
b- Jun 1885 Franklin Twp., Mercer Co., OH 
d-
m- ca 19081 

Nl3018Wl- Mary AXE 
b-
d-

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE 

1. Arthur 
b- Dec 19091 

m-
2. Kathryn 

b-
m- 8 Apr 1931 Angelo HELMSTETTER2 

St. Patrick's Catholic Church 
Glynnwood, Auglaize Co., OH 

3. Lillian 
b-
m-

4. William 
b-

1. 1910 U.S. census, Franklin Twp., Mercer Co., OH, sheet 5B, dwl. 89, faro. 89. 

Niekamp 

NI4029 

NI4030 

NI4031 

NI4032 

2. An article on their 45 th. Wedding Anniversary, from The St. Marys Evening Leader, St. Marys, OH, 8 Apr 1976. 
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Niekamp 

KO4013-Frank LINNEMANN, son of Bernard KO3008Hl 
b- 23 Jun 1881 Chickasaw, Mercer Co., OH1 

d- 26 Oct 1948 Montezuma, Mercer Co., OH1 

m- 14 Jun 191!1 

NI3019-Mary KLOSTERMAN, dau. of Rudolf NI2004Hl 
b- 25 Feb 1889 Franklin Twp., Mercer Co., OH 

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE2 

May not be in order of birth 

1. Louis 
b-

2. Vernon 
b-
m- Violet BIRT 

3. Bernice 
b-
m- Arnold A. REICHERT 

4. Marcella 
b-
m- Mark EILERMAN 

1. Family Record, genealogical sheet no. 15-6, compiled by Lowell H. De Vore. He sent me a copy 6 Feb 1978. 
2. Chickasaw, Ohio Sesquicentennial 1838-1988, pg.157. 
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NI4034 

NI4035 

NI4036 



N13021-Anthony John NIEKAMP, son of Henry NI2005 
b- 20 Jun 1880 Franklin Twp., Mercer Co., OH 
d- 22 May 1923 Minster, Auglaize Co., OH1 

bur- St. Augustine Cemetery, Minster, OH. 
m- ca 1904 

Nl3021Wl-Mary Katherine WENTE 
b- 1 Oct 18792 

d- 23 Sep 19452 

bur- 26 Sep 1945 Calvary Cemetery, Dayton, OH 

CHILDREN OF THIS MARRIAGE2
·
3 

1. Harry 
b- 2 Nov 1905 Chickasaw, Mercer CO., OH 
d-
m- 21 Nov 1940 Mae ASHMATAT 

2. Raymond 
b- 26 Feb 1908 Chickasaw, Mercer Co., OH 
d- 7 Jan 1963 New Breman, OH 
bur- German Protestant Cemetery, New Bremen, OH 
m- 1 Nov 1950 Wilemina WESTERBECK 

3. Edwin 
b- 26 Jun 1911 Chickasaw, Mercer Co., OH 
d- 6Apr 1979 
m- 25 Jun 1938 Eleanor HULSKAMP 

4. Eugene 
b- date unknown, died young 
drowned in a well or cistern 

5. Amelia 
b- 12 Dec 1916 Minster, Auglaize Co., OH 
m- 5 Feb 1938 Robert BRETLAND 

6. Cornelia 
b- 19 Dec 1918 Minster, Auglaize Co., OH 
m- 18 Oct 1941 Vern TRIETSCH 

1. Funeral prayer card 
2. Visit and interview with Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Niekamp 
3. My personal knowledge 

Also: 1910 U.S. census, Chickasaw Village, Marion Twp., Mercer Co., OH, sheet?, dwl. 200, fam. 202. 

Niekamp 

NI4037 

NI4038 

NI4039 

NI4040 

NI4041 

NI4042 
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