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PREFACE. 

I N placing this Portrait and Biographical Record before the citizens, the 

publishers can conscientiously claim that they have carried ont in full 
every promise made in their Prospectus. They point with pride to the 

elegancfl of the binding of the \'Olume, and to the beauty of its typography; 

to the e.uperiority of the paper on whici1 the work is printed, and_ to the truth­

fulness depicted by ite. portraits, and to the high clae.A of art in which they are 

finished. The few typographical eITors l"mtained within its covere. are such as 
will occnr in any volume on its first publication, and they are so trivial as to 

hardly merit even a passing notice. Each and every biographical sketch has been 

snbmitted for correction and approval to the person for whom it wa!.'l written, 

and ther11fore any error of fact, if there be any, is solely due to the person for 

whom the sketch was prepared. Differences in the spelling of surnames of mem­

b~rs of the same family are due to the mutations of time, or residence in_ differ­
ent location!'!, and in some instances these discrepanciee. have been explained-in 

others, no explanation has been made. The publisher:;,. would here avail them­

selves of the opportunity to thank the citizens of the two counties for the uniform 

kindness with which they have regarded this undertaking, and for the many 

st:-rvices rendered in assisting in the gaining of necessary information. 

Confident that our efforts to pleae.e will fully meet the approbation of the 
public, we are, Respectfully, 

A. W. BOWEN & CO., Publishers. 
JUN~, 1896. 
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PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED ST! TES. 

© EORGE WASHINGTON was born 
in Westmoreland county, Va., Febru­
ary 22, 1732. His parents were 
Augustine and Mary (Ball)' Washing­

ton. His great-grandfather, John Washing­
ton, came from England to Virginia about 
1657, and became a prosperous planter. He 
had two sons, Lawrence and John. The former 
married Mildred Warner and had three children, 
John, Augustine and Mildred. Augustine, the 
father of George,. first married Jane Butler, 
who bore him four children, two of whom, 
Lawrence and Augustine, reached maturity. 
Of six children by his second marriage, George 
was th.e eldest, the others being Betty, _Sam­
uel, John Augustine, Charles and Mildred. 

Augustine Washington, the father of George, 
died in 1743, leaving a large landed property. 
To his eldest son, Lawrence, he bequeathed 
an estate on the Potomac, afterward known 
as Mount Vernon, and to George he left the 
parental residence. George received only 
such education as the neighborhood schools 
afforded, save for a short time after he left 
school, when he received private instructions 
in mathematics. 

He was an acknowledged leader among his 
companions, and was early noted for that 
nobleness of character, fairness and veracity 
which characterized his whole life. 

When George was fourteen years old he had 

a. desire to go.to sea, and a midshipman's warrant 
was secured for him, but through the opposi• 
tion of his mother the idea was abandoned. 
Two years later he was appointed surveyor to 
the estate of Lord Fairfax. In this business 
he spent three years. In 1 7 5 1, though 1>nly 
nineteen years of age, he was appointed' ad­
jutant with the rank of major in the Virginia 
militia, then being trained for active service 
against the French and Indians. Soon after 
this he sailed to the West Indies with his 
brother Lawrence, who went there to restore 
his health. They soon returned, and in the 
summer of 1752 Lawrence died, leaving a 
large fortune to an infant daughter, who did 
not long survive him. On her demise the estate 
of Mount Vernon was given to George. 

Upon the arrival of Robert Dinwiddie, as 
lieutenant-governor of Virginia, in 17 52, the, 

· militia was reorganized, and the provi~ce 
divided_ into four military districts, of which 
the northern was assigned to Washington as 
adjutant-general. Shortly after this a very 
perilous mission was assigned him. This was 
to proceed to the French post near Lake Erie 
in northwestern Pennsylvania. The distance 
to be traversed was between 500 and 6oo miles. 
Winter was at hand, and the journey was to 
be made without military escort, through a 
territory occupied by Indians. The trip was a 
perilous one, and several times he came near 
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losing his life, yet he returned in safety and 
furnished a full and useful report of his expe­
dition. A regiment of 300 men was raised in 
Virginia and put in command of Col.". Jo:;hua 
Fry, and Major Washington was commissioned 
lieutenant-colonel. Active war was then begun 
against the French and Indians, in which 
Washington took a most important part. In 
the memorable event of July 9, 1755, known 
as Braddock's defeat, Washington was almost 
the only officer of distinction who escaped 
from the calamities of the day with life and 
honor. The other aids of Braddock were dis­
abled early in the action, and Washington 
alone was left in that capacity on the field. In 
a letter to his brother he says: "l had four 
bullets through my coat, and two horses shot 
under me, yet I escaped unhurt, though death 
was leveling my companions on every side." 
A.n Indian sharpshooter said he was not born 
to be killed by a bullet, for he had taken direct 
aim at him several time~, and failed to hit 
him. After having been five years in the 
military service, he took advantage of the fall 
of Fort Duquesne and the expulsion of the 
French from the valley of the Ohio, to resign 
his commission. Soon after he entered the 
legislature, where, although not a leader, he 
took an active and important part. January 
l 7, I 7 59, he married Mrs. Martha (Dandridge) 
Custis, the wealthy widow of John Parke 
Custis. 

When the British parliament had closed 
the port of Boston, the cry went up through­
out the provinces that '•The cause of Boston 
is the cause of us all." It was then, at the 
suggestion of Virginia, that a congress of all 
the colonies was called to meet at Philadel­
phia, September 5, 1774, to secure their com­
mon liberties, peaceably if possible. To this 
congress Col. Washington was sent as a dele­
gate. On May 10, 177 S, the congress re­
assembled, when the hostile intentions of Eng-

land were plainly apparent. The battles of 
Concord and Lexington had been fought. 
Among the first acts of this congress was the 
election of a commander-in-chief of the colo­
nial forces. This high and responsible office 
was conferred upon Washington, who was still 
a member of the congress. He accepted it on 
June 19, but upon the express condition that 
he receive no salary. He would keep an exact 
account of expenses and expect congress to 
pay them and nothing more. The war was 
conducted by him under every possible disad­
vantage, and while his forces often met with 
reverses, yet he overcame every obstacle, and 
after seven years of heroic devotion and match­
less skill, he . gained liberty for the greatest 
nation of earth. On December 23, 1783, 
Washington resigned his commission as com­
mander-in-chief of the army to the conbnental 
congress sitting at Annapolis, and retired im­
mediately to Mount Vernon. 

In February, 1789, Washington was unani­
mously elected president. In his presidential 
career he was subject to the peculiar trials in­
cidental to a new government; trials from lack 
of confidence on the part of other govern­
ments; trials for the want of harmony between 
the different sections of our own country; trials 
from the impoverished condition of the coun­
try, owing to the war and want of credit; trials 
from the beginnings of party strife. 

At the expiration of his first term he was 
unanimously re-elected. At the end of this 
term many were anxious that he be re-elected, 
but he absolutely refused a third nomination. 
On the fourth of March, I 797, he returned to 
his home, hoping to pass there his few remain­
ing years free from the annoyance of public 
life. Later in the year, however, his repose 
seemed likely to be interrupted by war with 
France. At the prospect of such a war he was 
again urged to take command of the armies. 
He chose his subordinate officers and left to 
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them the charge of matters in the field, which 
he superintended from his home. In accepting 
the command he made the reservation that he 
was not to be in the field until it was neces­
sary. In the midst of these preparations his 
life was suddenly cut off. December I 2, he 
took a severe cold from a ride in the rain, 
which, settling in his throat, produced inflam­
mation, and terminated fatally on the night 
of the 14th. On the 18th his body was borne 
with military honors to its final resting place, 
and interred in the family vault at Mount 
Vernon. 

The person of Washington was -qnusually· 
tall, erect ~d well proportioned. His features 
were of a beautiful symmetry. He commanded 
respect without any appearance of haughtiness, 
and was ever serious without being dull. 

J
OHN ADAMS, the second president 
and the first vice-president of the 
United States, was born in Braintree, 
now Quincy, Mass., and about ten 

miles from Boston, October 19, 1735. His 
great-grandfather, Henry Adams, emigrated 
from England about 1640, with a family of 
eight sons, and settled at Braintree. The 
parents of John were John and Susannah 
(Boylston) Adams. His father was a farmer 
of limited means, to which he added the busi­
ness of shoemaking. He gave his eldest son, 
John, a classical education at Harvard college. 
John graduated in 1755, and at once took 
charge_ of the school in Worcester, Mass. This 
he found but a ' ' school of affiiction," from 
which he endeavored to gain relief by devot­
ing himself, in addition, to the study of law. 
For this purpose he placed himself under the 
tuition of the only lawyer in the town. He 
was well fitted for the legal profession, pos­
sessing a clear, sonorous voice, being ready and 
fluent of speech, and having quick perceptive 

powers. In 1 764 he married Abigail Smith, a 
· daughter of a minister, and a lady of superior 
intelligence. Shortly after his marriage (1765) 
the attempt of parliamentary taxation turned 
him from law to politics. He took initial steps 
toward holding a town meeting, and the resolu­
tions he offered on the subject became very 
popular throug~out the province, and were 
adopted word for word by over forty different 
towns. He moved to Boston in 1 768,. and 
became one of the most courageous and prom­
inent advocates of the popular cause, and was 
chosen a member of the general court (the 
legislature) in 1 770. 

Mr. Adams was chosen one of the first dele­
gates from Massachusetts to the first •~onti­
nental congress, which met in 1774. Here he 
distinguished himself by his capacity for busi­
ness and for debate, and advocated the move­
ment for independence against the majority of 
the members. In May, 1 776, he moved and 
carried a resolution in congress that the colo­
nies should assume the duties of· self-govern­
ment. He was a prominent member of the 
committee of five appointed June I I, to pre­
pare a declaration . of independence. This 
article was drawn by Jefferson, but on Adams 
devolved the task of battling it through con­
gress in a three days' debate. 

On the day after the Declaration of Inde­
pendence was passed, he wrote a letter to his 
wife which, as we read it now, seems to have 
been dictated by the spirit of prophecy. 
'•Yesterday," he says, ''the greatest question 
was decided that ever was debated in America; 
and greater, perhaps, never was or will be 
decided among men. A resolution was passed 
without one dissenting colony, •that these 
United States are, and of right ought to be, 
free and independent states.' The 4th of 
July, 1776, will be a memorable epoch in the 
history of America. I an'l apt ·to believe it 
will be celebrated by succeeding generations, 
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as the great anniversary festival. It ought to 
be commemorated as the day of deliverance 
by solemn acts of devotion to Almigpty God. 
It ought to be solemnized with pomp, shows, 
games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illu­
minations from one end of the continent to the 
other, from this time forward for ever. You 
will think me transpClrted with enthusiasm, but 
I am not. I am well aware of the toil, and 
blood and treasure, that it will cost to · main­
tain this declaration, and support and defend 
these states; yet, through all the gloom, I can 
see the rays . of light and glory. I can see 
that the end is worth more than all the means; 
and that posterity will triumph, although you 
and I may rue, which I hope we shall not." 

In November, 1777, Mr. Adams was ap­
pointed a delegate to France to co-operate 
with Benjamin Franklin and Arthur Lee, who 
were then in Paris, in the endeavor to obtain 
assistance in arms and money from the French 
government. He left France June 17, 1779. 
In September of the same year he was again 
chosen to go to Paris, and there hold himself 
in readiness to negotiate a treaty of peace and 
of commerce with Great Britain, as soon as 
the B1itish cabinet might be found willing to 
listen to such proposals. He sailed for France 
in November, from there he went to Holland, 
where he negotiated important loans and 
formed important commercial treaties. 

Finally a treaty of peace with ~ngland 
was signed January 21, 1783. The re-action 
from the excitement, toil anc\ anxiety through 
which Mr. Adams had passed threw him lnto 
a fever. After suffering from a continued 
fever and becoming feeble and emaciated · he 
was advised to go to England to drink the 
waters of Bath. While in England, still 
drooping and desponding, he received dis­
patches from his own government urging the 
necessity of his going to Amsterdam to nego­
tiate another loan. It was winter, his health 

was delicate, yet he immediately set out, and 
through storm, on sea, on horseback and foot, 
he made the trip. 

February 24, 1785, congress appointed 
Mr. Adams envoy to the court of St. James. 
Here he met face to face the king of England, 
who had so long regarded him as a traitor. 
As England did not condescend to appoint a 
minister to the United States, and as Mr. 
Adams felt that he was accomplishing but lit­
tle, he sought permission to return to his own 
country, where he arrived ·in June 1788. 

When Washington was first chosen presi­
dent, John Adams, rendered illustrious by his 
signal services at home and abroad, was 
chosen vice president. Again at the second 
election of Washington as president, Adams 
was chosen vice president. In 1 796, Wash­
ington retired from public life, and Mr Adams 
was elected president, though not without 
much opposition. Serving in this office four 
years, he was succeeded by Mr. Jefferson, his 
opponent in politics. 

While Mr. Adams was vice president the 
great French revolution shook the continent 
of Eur.ope, and it was upon this point which 
he was at issue with the maJonty of his 
countrymen led by Mr. Jefferson. Mr. Adams 
felt no sympathy with the French people in 
their struggle, for he haa no confidence in 
their power of self-government, and he utterly 
abhorred the class of atheist philosophers who 
he claimed caµsed it. On the other hand 
leff1mon's sywpathies were strorigly enlisted 
j:q behalf of the French people. Hence origi­
nated the alieniation between these distin­
guished men, ai].d two powerful parties were 
thus soon organized, Adams at the head of 
the one whose sympathies were with England, 
and Jefferson led the other in sympathy with 
France. In 1824, his cup of happiness was 

"filled to the brim, by seeing his son elevated 
to the highest station in the gift of the people. 
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The 4th of July, 1826, which completed 
the half century since the signing of the Dec­
laration of Independence, arrived, and there 
were but three of the signers of that immortal 
instrument left upon the earth to hail its 
morning light. And, as it is well known, on 
that day two of these finished their earthly 
pilgrimage, a coincidence so remarkable as to 
seem miraculous. For a few days before Mr. 
Adams had been rapidly failing, and, on the 
4th, he found himself too weak to rise from his 
bed. On being requested to name a toast for 
the customary celebration of the day, he ex­
claimed ''INDEPENDENCE FOREVER." \Vhen 
the day was ushered in, by the ringing .of bells 
and the firing of cannons, he was asked by 
one of his attendants if he knew what day it 
was? He replied, '' Oh, yes; it is the glorious 
Fourth of July-God bless it-God bless you 
all. " In the course of the day he said, "It is 
a great and glorious day." The last words he 
uttered were ''Jefferson survives." But he 
had, at one o'clock, resigned his spirit into the 
hands of his God. The personal appearance 
and manners of Mr. Adams were not particu­
larly prepossessing. His face, as his portrait 
manifests, was intellectual and expressive, but 
his figure was low and ungraceful, and his 
manners were frequently abrupt and uncour­
teous. 

HOMAS JEFFERSON, third presi­
dent of the United States, was born 
April 2, 1743, at Shadwell, Albemarle 
county, Va. His parents were Peter 

and Jane (Randolph) Jefferson, the former a 
native of Wales, and the latter born in Lon­
don. To them were born six daughters and 
two sons, of whom Thomas was the eldest. 
When fourteen years of age his father died. 
He received a most liberal education, having 
been kept diligently at school from the time 

he was five years of age. In 1760 he entered 
William and :Mary college. Williamsburg was 
then the seat of the colonial court, and it 
was the abode of fashion and splendor. Young 
Jefferson, who was then seventeen years old, 
lived somewhat expensively, keeping fine 
horses, and was much caressed by gay society, 
yet he was earnestly devoted to his studies, 
and irreproachable in his morals. In the 
second year of his college course, moved by 
some unexplained inward impulse,· he discarded 
his horses, society, and even his favorite violin, 
to which he had previously given much time. 
He often devoted fifteen hours a day to hard 
study, allowing himself for exercise only a run 
in the evening twilight of a mile out of the city 
and back again. He thus attained very,,high 
intellectual culture, and excellence in philoso­
phy and the languages. The most difficult 
Latin and Greek authors he read with facility. 

Immediately upon leaving college he began 
the study of law. For the short time. he con­
tinued in the practjce of his profession he rose 
rapidly and distinguished himself by his energy 
and acuteness as a lawyer. Bu't the times 
called for greater action. The policy of 
England had awakened the spirit of resistance 
of the American colonies, and the enlarged 
views which Jefferson had ever entertained 
soon led him into active political life. In 1 769 
he was chosen a member of the Virginia house 
of burgesses. In I 772 he married- Mrs. 
Martha Skelton, a very beautiful, wealthy and 
highly accomplishedyoung widow. 

Upon Mr. Jefferson's large estate at Shad­
well, there was a majestic swell of land, called 
Monticello, which commanded a prospect of 
wonderful extent and beauty. This spot Mr. 
Jefferson selected for his new home; and here 
he reared a mansion of modest yet elegant 
architecture, which, next to Mount Vernon, 
became the most distinguished resort in our 
lan<l. 
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In 1775 he was sent to the colonial con­
gress, where, though a silent member, his 
abilities as a writer and a reasoner soon be­
came known, and he was rlaced upon a num­
ber of important committees, and was chairman 
of the one appointed for the drawing up of a 
declaration of independence. This committee 
consisted of Thomas.Jefferson, John Adams, 
Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman and Rob­
ert R. Livingston. Jefferson, .as chairman, 
was appointed to draw up the paper. Frank­
lin and Adams suggested a few verbal changes 
before it was submitted to congress. On June 
28, a few slight changes were made in it by 
congress, and it was passed and signed July 4, 
1776. What must have been the feelings of 
that man-what the emotions that swelled his 
breast-who was charged with the preparation 
of that declaration, which, while it made 
known the wrongs of America, was also to 
publish her to the world, free, sovereign and 
independent! 

In 1779 Mr. Jefferson was elected successor 
to Patrick Henry, as governor of Virginia. At 
one time the British officer, Tarleton, sent a 
secret expedition to Monticello, to capture the 
governor. Scarcely five minutes elapsed after 
the hurried escape of Mr. Jefferson and his 
family ere his mansion was in possession of 
the British troops. His wife's health, never 
very good, was much injured by this excite­
ment and in the summer of 1782 she died. 

Mr .. Jefferson was elected to congress in 
1783. Two years later he was appointed 
minister plenipotentiary to France. Return­
ing to the United States in September, 1789, 
he became secretary of state in Washington's 
cabinet. This position he resigned January 1, 
I 794. In I 797, he was chosen vice president 
and four years later was elected president over 
Mr. Adams, with Aaron Burr as vice president. 
In I 804 he was re-elected with wonderful 
unanimity, and George Clinton, vice president. 

The early part of Mr. Jefferson's second 
administration was disturbed by an event 
which threatened the tranquility and peace of 
the Union; this was the conspiracy of Aaron 
Burr. Defeated in the late election to the 
vice presidency, and led on by an unprincipled 
ambition, this extraordinary man formed the 
plan of a military expedition into the Spanish 
territories on our southwestern frontier, for the 
purpose of forming there a new republic. 

In I 809, at the expiration of the second 
term for which Mr. Jefferson had been elected, 
he determined to retire from political life. 
For a period of nearly forty years, he had 
been continually before the public, and all 
that time had been employed in offices of the 
greatest trust and responsibility. Having 
thus devoted the best part of his life to the serv­
ice of his country, he now felt desirous of 
that rest which his declining years required, 
and upon the organization of the new adminis­
tration, in March, 1809, he bade farewell for­
ever to public life, and retired to Monticello. 

The 4th of July, 1826, being the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, 
great preparations were made in every part of 
the Union for its r.f':lt>:hrntion, as the nation's 
jubilee, and the citizens of Washington, to 
add to the solemnity of the occasion, invited 
Mr. Jefferson, as the framer, and one of the 
few surviving signers of the Declaration, to 
participate in their festivities. But an illness, 
which had been of several week's duration, and 
had been co_ntinually increasing, coJDpelled 
him to .decline the invitation. 

On the 2d of July, the disease under 
which he was laboring left him, but in such a 
reduced state that his medical attendants en­
tertained no hope of his recovery. From this 
time he was perfectly sensible that his last 
hour was at hand. On the next day, which 
was Monday, he asked, of those around him, 
the day of the month, and on being told that 
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it was the 3d of July, he expressed the earnest 
wish that he might be permitted to breathe 
the air of the fiftieth anniversary. His prayer 
was heard-that day, whose dawn was hailed 
with such rapture through our land, burst 
upon his eyes, and then they were closed for­
ever. And what a noble consummation of a 
noble life! To die on that day, -the birth of 
a nation-the day which his own name and 
own act had rendered glorious; to die amidst 
the rejoicings and festivities of a whole nation, 
who looked up to him, as the author, under 
God, of their greatest blessings, was all that 
was wanting to fill up the record of his life. 
Almost at the same hour of his death, the'kindred 
spirit of the venerable Adams, as if to bear him 
company, left the scene of his earthly honors. 

In person Mr. Jefferson was tall and thin, 
rather above six feet in height, but well formed; 
his eyes were light, his hair, originally red, in 
after life became white and silvery; his com­
plexion was fair, his forehead broad, and his 
whole countenance intelligent and thoughtful. 
He possessed great fortitude of mind as well 
as personal courage; and his command of tem­
per was such that his oldest and most intimate 
friends never recollected to have seen him in a 
passion. His manners, though dignified, were 
simple and unaffected, and his hospitality was 
so unbounded that all found at his house a 
ready welcome. In conversation he was fluent, 
eloquent and enthusiastic; and his language was 
remarkably pure and correct. He was a 
finished classical scholar, ancl in his writings 
is discernable the care with which he formed 
his style upon the best models of antiquity. 

J
AMES MADISON, fourth president of 
the United States, was born March 16, 
17 5 l, and died at his home in Virginia, 
June 28, 1836. He wasthe last of the 

founders of the Constitution of the United 

States to be called to his eternal reward. 
The Madison family were among the early 
emigrants to the New World, landing upon the 
shores of the Chesapeake but fifteen years 
after the settlement of Jamestown. The father 
of James Madison was an opulent planter, re-· 
siding upon a very fine estate called '•Mont­
pelier," Orange county, Va. The mansion 
was situated in the midst of scenery highly 
picturesque and romantic, on the west side of 
Southwest Mountain, at the foot of Blue 
Ridge. It was but twenty-five miles from the 
home of Jefferson at Monticello. The closest 
personal and political attachment existed be­
tween these illustrious men from their early 
youth until death. 

The early education of Mr. Madison was 
conducted mostly at home under a private 
tutor. At the age of eighteen he was sent 
to Princeton college, in New Jersey. Here he 
applied himself to study with the' most im­
prudent zeal, allowing himself for months but 
three hours' sleep out of the twenty-four. His 
health thus became so seriously impaired that 
he never recovered· any vigor of constitution. 
He graduated in 1771, when a feeble boy, but 
with a character of utmost purity, and with a 
mind highly disciplined and richly stored with 
learning. 

Returning to Virginia, he commenced , the 
study of law and a course of extensive and 
systematic reading. This educational course, 
the spirit of the times in which he lived, all 
combined to inspire him with a str1mg love of 
liberty, and to train him for his life-work of a 
statesman. 

In the spring of 1776, when twenty-five 
years of age, he was elected a member of the 
Virginia convention, to frame the constitution 
of the state. The next year (1777) he was a 
candidate for the general assembly. He re­
fused to treat the whisky-loving voters, and con­
sequently lost his election; but those who had 
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witnessed the talent, energy and public spirit 
of the modest young man, enlisted themselves 
in his behalf and he was appointed to the 
executive council. 

Both Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson 
were governors of Virginia while Mr. Madison 
remained member of the council; and their 
appreciation of his intellectual, social and 
moral worth, contributed not a little to his 
subsequent eminence. In the year I 780, he 
was elected a member of the continental con­
gress. Here he met the most illustrious men 
in our land, and he was immediately assigned 
to one of the most conspicuous positions 
among them. For three years Mr. Madison 
continued in congress, one of its most active 
and influential members. In the year 1784, 
his term having expired, he was elected a 
member of the Virginia legislature. 

No man felt more deeply than Mr. Madison 
the utter 1.nefficiency of the old confederacy, 
with no national government, with no power 
to form treaties which would be binding, or to 
enforce law. There was not any state more 
prominent than Virginia in the declaration, 
that an efficient national government must be 
formed. In January, 1786, Mr. Madison car­
ried a resolution through the general assembly 
of Virginia, inviting the other states to appoint 
commissioners to meet in convention at Ann­
apolis to discuss the subject. Five states only 
were represented. The convention, however, 
issued another call, drawn up by Mr. Madison, 
urging all the states to send their delegates to 
Philadelphia, in May, I 787, to draft a consti­
tution for the United States, to take the place 
of that confederate league. The delegates met 
at the time appointed. Every state but Rhode 
Island was represented. George Washington 
was chosen president of the convention; and 
the present constitutionof the United States 
was then and there formed. There was,. per­
haps, no mind and no pen more active in 

framing this immortal document than the mind 
and pen of James Madison. 

The constitution, adopted by a vote of 8 1 

to 79, was to be presented to the several states 
for acceptance. But grave solicitude was felt. 
Should it be rejected we should be left but a 
conglomeration of independent states, with 
but little power at home and little respect 
abroad. Mr. Madison was selected by the 
convention to draw up an address to the peo­
ple of the United States, expounding the prin­
ciples of the constitution, and urging its adop­
tion. There was great opposition to it at first, 
but it at length triumphed over all, and went 
into effect in I 789. 

Mr. Madison was elected to the house of 
representatives in the first congress, and soon 
became the avowed leader of the republican 
party. While in New York attending congress, 
he met Mrs. Todd, a young widow of remark­
able power of fascination, whom he married. 
She was in person and character queenly, and 
probably no lady has thus far occupied so 
prominent a position in the very peculiar soci­
ety which has constituted our republican·court, 
as Mrs. _Madison. 

Mr. Madison served as secretary of state 
under Jefferson, and at the close of 
his administration was chosen president. 
At this time the encroachments of Eng­
land had brought us to the verge of war. 
British orders in council destroyed our com­
merce, and our flag was exposed to constant 
insult. Mr. Madison was a man of peace. 
Scholarly in his taste, retiring in his disposi­
tion, w~r had no charms for him. But the 
meekest spirit can be roused. It makes one's 
blood boil, even now, to think of an AP1erican 
ship brought to upon the ocean by the guns oJ 
an English cruiser. A young lieutenant steps 
on board and orders the crew to be paraded 
before him. With great nonchalance he selects 
any number whom he may please to designate 
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as British subjects; orders them down the 
ship's side into the boat; and places them on 
the gun-deck of the man-of-war to fight, by 
compulsion, the battles of Engl.and. This 
right of search and impressment, no efforts of 
our government could induce the British cabi­
net to relinquish. 

On the I 8th of June, I 812, President Madi­
son gave his approval to an act of congress de­
claring war against Great Britain. Notwith­
standing the bitter hostility of the federal 
party to the war, the country in general ap­
proved; and Mr. Madison, on the 4th of March, 
181 3, was re-elected by a large majority, and 
entered upon his second term of office. The 
contest commenced in earnest by the appear­
ance of a British fleet early in February, 1813, 
in Chesapeake bay, declaring nearly the whole 
coast of the United States under blockade. 
The emperor of Russia offered his services 
as mediator. America accepted; England re­
fused. A British force of five thousand men 
landed on the banks of the Patuxant river, near 
its entrance into Chesapeake bay, and marched 
rapidly, by way of Bladensburg, upon Wash­
ingtt>n. 

The straggling little city of Washington 
was thrown into consternation. The cannon 
of the brief conflict at Bladensburg echoed 
through the streets of the metropolis. The 
whole population fled from the city. The 
president, leaving Mrs. Madison in the White 
House, with her carriage drawn up at the door 
to await his speedy return, hurried to meet 
the officers in a council of war. He met our 
troops utterly routed, and he _could not go 
back without danger of being captured. But 
few hours elapsed ere the presidential mansion, 
the capitol, and all the public buildings in 
Washington were in flames. 

The war closed after two years of fighting, 
and on February 13, 1815, the treaty of peace 
was signed at Ghent. 

March 4, 1817, James Madison's second 
term of office expired, and he resigned the 
presidential chair to his friend, James Monroe. 
He retired to his beautiful home at Montpelier 
and there passed the · remainder of his days. 
On June 28, 1836, then at the age of eighty-. 
five years, he fell asleep in death. Mrs. Madi­
son died July 12, 1849. 

....................... 

J
AMES MONROE, the fifth president of 
the United States, was born in West­
moreland county, Va., April 28, 1758. 
He joined the colonial army when every­

thing looked hopeless and gloomy. The num­
ber of deserters increased from day to ,day. 
The invading armies came pouring in, and the 
tories not only favored the cause of the mother 
country, but disheartened the new recruits, 
who were sufficiently terrified at the prospect 
of contending with an enemy whom they had 
been taught to deem invincible. To such brave 
spirits as James Monroe, who went right on­
ward undismayed through difficulty and danger, 
the United States owe their political eman­
cipation. The young cadet joined the ranks 
and espoused the cause of his injured country, 
with a firm determination to live or die with 
her strife for liberty. Firmly, yet sadly, he 
shared in the melancholy retreat from Haifa~m 
Heights and White Plains, and accompanied 
the dispirited army as it fled before its foes 
through New Jersey. In four months after 
the Declaration of Independence, the patriots 
had been beaten in seven battles. At the bat­
tle of Trenton he led the vanguard, and, in the 
act of charging upon the enemy he received a 
wound in the left shoulder. As a reward for 
his bravery, Mr. Monroe was promoted a cap­
tain of infantry; and, having recovered from 
his wound, he rejoined the army. He, how­
ever, receded from the line of promotion by 
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becoming an officer on the staff of Lord Stir- much power, as the constitution would war­
ling. During the campaigns of I 777 and 1 778, rant. The federalists sympathized with Eng­
in the actions of Brandywine, Germantown, land, and were in favor of a liberal construe­
and Monmouth, he continued aid~de-camp; tion of the constitution, which would give as 
but becoming desirous to regain his position in much power to the central government as that 
the army, he exerted himself to collect a regi- docnment could possibly authorize. 
ment for the Virginia line. This scheme failed Washington was then president. England 
owing to the exhausted condition of the state. had es~used the cause of the Bourbons 
Upon this failure .lhe "emitered the office of Mr. against the principles of the French revolu­
Jefferson, at that priotdl gowernor, and purs11ed tion. All Europe was drawn infil) the conflict. 
with considerable a!IJOOr Ube- stooy of CIDmmmn We wue feeble and far away. Washington 
law. He did not, funwever, en'1tiiirdy latJ as.& iislsued ru proclamation of neutrafilty between 
the knapsack for the green bag; bllllt on 11he im- these comending powers. Fran= l!Jad helped 
vasions of the enemy, served as a vo:l!umte<m us in the: struggle for our liberH£!$. All the 
during the two years of his legah pnrsuits. ; d'espotisrrus of E=pe were comBiinro to pre-

In I 782, he was elected from King Geor~: I wm: th~ FireJmch from esc,i.ping from, ;a, tyranny 
county a member of the legislature of Viirginiiai, i ai ttlhx::msamll-foild won;e than that wliid we had 
and by that body he was elevated to a seat in · endured. Col. Monroe, more m3.g:fDilimous 
the executive council. He was thus honored , thain prn.dem1r, was anxious that, ar Wlhatever 
with the confidence of his fellow citizens at .hmzard. we should help our old allies; in their 
twenty-three years of age; and at this ea,;-ly extrenuty. It was the impulse of a gu:i1erous 
period displayed some of that ability and apti- and nobl~ nature. He violently op11>©sed the 
tude for legislation, which were afterward president's proclamation as ungratelfvJl and 
employed with unremitting energy for the pub- wanting in magnanimity. 
lie good; he was in the succeeding year chosen Washington, who could ap,preciaine such a 

a member of the congress of the United States. character, developed his clam, sererne, almost 
Deeply as Mr. Monroe felt the imperfec divine greatness, by appointing that very 

tions of the old confederacy, he was opposed James Monroe, who was denouncing the policy 
to the new constitution, thinking, with many of the government, as the minister of "tqat 
others of the republican party, that it gave too government to the republic of France. Mr. 
much power to the central government, and Monroe was welcomed by the national conven­
not enough to the individual states. In I 789 tion in France with the most enthusiastic 
11~ became a member of the United States sen- dem9nstrations. 

ate; which office he hell:i. ~i;- fol!R :'6ea.t;a, ~:vxr:¥. %1}R!;lil~ ~!fie~ W.~ ~Y\WZ\ \~. ~}s, ~~~J.t.'..~'. �~�~�­
month the line ©Ji <¼;t~tll;>)ilo ~tw~. \~ \XV~ ~Wr:1i'i% ~ae. ~~~c\e.<;lj ~?,Y.fflif, 0 ~ 9~ YJw1!i;i,1f,· �~�~�~� 
great parties which divided the :n~tiol)., the held the o_ffice for. t\itee yea~. ~.e w~s ~g_am 
federal and.the republican, was growing more sent to France to co-opera~e with ~hancellor 
distinct. The two prominent ideas which now Livingston in obtaining the vast territory 
separated them were, that the republican party then known as the province of Louisiana, 
was in sympathy with France, and also in which France had but shortly bef~re obtaineq 
favor of such a strict construction of the con- from Spain. Their united efforts W!'!re suc­
stitution as to give the central government as eessful. For the comparatively small sum of 
little power, and the state governments as fifteen millions of dollars, the entire territory 
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of Orleans and district of Louisiana were 
added to the United States. This was prob­
ably the largest transfer of real estate which 
was ever made iv all the history of the world. 

From France Mr. Monroe went to England 
to obtain from that country some recognition 
of our rights as neutrals, and to remonstrate 
against those odious impressments of our sea­
men. But England was unrelenting. He 
again returned to England on the same mis­
sion, but could receive no redress. He returned 
to his home and was again chosen governor of 
Virginia. This he soon resigned to accept the 
position of secretary of state under Madison. 
While in this office war with England was de­
clared, the secretary of war resigned, and dur­
ing those trying times the duties of the war de­
partment were also put upon him. He was 
truly the armor-bearer of President Madison, 
and the most efficient business man in his cab­
inet. Upon the return of peace he resigned 
the department of war, but continued in the of­
fice qf secretary of state until the expiration of 
Mr. Madison's administration. At the election 
held the previous autumn Mr. Monroe had been 
chosen president with but little opposition, and 
upon March 4, 1817, was inaugurated. Four 
years later he was elected for a second term. 

Among the important measures of his presi­
dency were the cession of Florida to the United 
States; the Missouri compromise, and the 
'•Monroe doctrine.'' This famous '' Monroe 
doctrine" was enunciated by him in 1823. At 
that time the United States had recognized 
the independence of the South American 
states, and did not wish to have European 
powers longer attempt to subdue portions of 
the American continent. The doctrine is as 
follows: ' •That we should consider any at­
tempt on the part of European powers to ex­
tend their system to any portion of this hemi­
sphere as dangerous to our peace and safety," 
and '•that we could not view any interposi-

tion for the purpose of oppressing or controll­
ing American governments or provinces in any 
other light than as a manifestation by Euro­
pean powers of an unfriendly disposition to­
ward the United States.'' This doctrine imme­
diately affected the course of foreign govern'­
ments, and has become the approved senti­
ment of the United States. 

At the end oE his second term Mr. Monroe 
retired to his home in Virginia, where he lived 
until 1830, when he went to New York to live 
with his son-in-law. In that city he died on 
the 4th of July, 1831. 

J
OHN QUINCY ADAMS, the sixth 
president of the United States, was 
born in Quincy, Mass., on the 11th of 
July, 1767. His mother, a woman of 

exalted worth, watched over his childhood 
during the almost constant absence of his 
father. 

When but eleven years old he took a tear­
ful adieu of his mother, to sail with. his father 
for Europe, through a fleet of hostile British 
cruisers. The bright, animated boy spent a 
year and a half in Paris, where his father was 
associated with Franklin and Lee as minister 
plenipotentiary. His intelligence attracted the 
notice of these distinguished men, and he re­
ceived from them flattering marks of attention. 

Mr. John Adams had scarcely returned to 
this country, in 1779, ere he was again sent 
abroad. Again John Quincy accompanied his 
father. At Paris he applied himself with great 
diligence, for six months, to study; then accom­
panied his father to Holland, where he entered 
first a school in Amsterdam, then the univer­
sity at Leyden. About a year from this time, 
in 1781, when the manly boy was but fourteen 
years of age, he was selected by Mr. Dana, 
our minister to the Russian court, as his pri­
vate secretary. 
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In this school of incessant labor and of en­
nobling culture he spent fourteen months, and 
then returned to Holland through Sweden, 
Denmark, Hamburg and Bremen. This long 
journey he took alone, in the winter, when in 
his sixteenth year. Again he resumed his 
studies, under a private tutor, at Hague. 
Thence, in the spring of 1782, he accompa­
nied his father to Paris, traveling leisurely, and 
examining architectural remains, galleries of 
paintings and all ren~wned works of ~rt. At 
Paris he again became associated with the 
most illustrious men of all lands in the con­
templations of the loftiest temporal themes 
which can engross the human mind. After a 
short visit to England he returned to Paris, 
and consecrated all his energies to study until 
May, 1785, when he returned to America. 

After leaving Harvard college at the age 
of twenty, he studied law for three years. In 
June, i794, being then but twenty-seven years 
of age, he was appointed, byWashington, res­
ident minister at the Netherlands. Sailing 
from Boston in July, he reached London in 
October, where he was immediately admitted 
to the deliberations of Messrs. Jay and Pinck­
ney, assisting them in negotiating a conuuer­
cial treaty with Great Britain. After thus 
spending a fortnight in London, he proceeded 
to the Hague. 

In July, 1797, he left the Hague to go to 
Portugal as minister plenipotentiary, On his 
way to Portugal, upon arriving in London, he 
met with despatches directing him to the court 
of BetHh, but requesti11g him to remain in 
London until he should receive his instruc­
tions. While waiting he was married to . an 
American lady to whom he had been previ­
ously engaged-Miss Louisa Catherine John­
son, daughter of Mr. Joshua Johnson, Ameri­
can consul in London. 

He reached Berlin with his wife in Novem­
ber, 1797, where he remained until July, 

1 799, when, having fulfilled all the purposes of 
his mission, he solicited his recall. Soon after 
his return, in 1802, he was chosen to the sen­
ate of Massachusetts from Boston, and then 
was elected senator of the United States for 
six years, from the 4th of March, 1804. His 
reputation, his ability and his experience, 
placed him immediately among the most prom­
inent and influential members of that body. 
Especially did he sustain the government in its 
measures of resistance to the encroachments 
of England, destroying our commerce and in­
sulting our flag. 

In 1 809, Madison succeeded Jefferson in 
the presidential chair, and he immediately 
nominated John Quincy Adams minister to St. 
Petersburg. Resigning his professorship in 
Harvard college, he embarked at Boston, in 
August, 1809. While in Russia, Mr. Adams 
was an intense student. He devoted his at­
tention to the language and history of Russia; 
to the Chinese trade; to the European system 
of weights, measures, and coins; to the 
climate and astronomical observations; while 
he kept up a familiar acquaintance with the 
Greek and Latin classics. All through life the 
Biule · t:uustituted an important part of his 
studies. It was his rule to read five chapters 
every day. 

On the 4th of March, 1817, Mr. Monroe 
took the presidential chair, and immediately 
appointed Mr. Adams secretary of state. 
Taking leave of his friends in public and pri­
vate life in Europe, he sailed in June, 1 8 I 9, 
for the United States. On the 18th of August, 
he aga-in crossed the threshold of his home in 
Quincy. During the eight years of Mr. Mon­
roe's administration, Mr. Adams continued 
secretary of state. 

Some time before the close of M.i. Mc·· 
roe's second term of office, new candidates 
began to be presented for the presidency. 
·The friends of Mr. Adams brought forward 
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his name. It was an exciting campaign. 
Party spirit was never more bitter. Two 
hundred and sixty electoral votes were cast. 
And1·ew Jackson received ninety-nine;· John 
Quincy Adams, eighty-four; William H. Craw­
ford, forty-one; Henry Clay, thirty-seven. 
As there was no choice by the people, the 
question went to the house of representatives. 
Mr. Clay gave the vote of Kentucky to Mr. 
Adams, and he was elected. 

Mr, Adams was, to a very remarkable de­
gree, abstemious and temperate in his habits; 
always rising early, and taking much exercise. 
When at his home in Quincy, he has been 
known to walk, before breakfast, seven miles 
to Boston. In Washington, it was· said that 
he was the first man up in the city, lighting 
his own fire and applying himself to work in 
his library often Jong before dawn. 

On the 4th of M,i.rch, I 829, Mr. Adams 
retired from the presidency, and was suceeded 
by Andrew Jackson. John C. Calhoun was 
elected vice president. The slavery question 
now began to assume portentous magnitude. 
Mr. Adams returned to Quincy, and to his 
studies, which he pursued with unabated zeal. 
But he was not long permitted to remain in 
retirement. In November, 1830, he was 
elected representative to congress. For sev­
enteen years, until his death, he occupied the 
post as representative, ever ready to do brave 
battle for freedom, and winning the title of 
"the old man eloquent.'' Upon taking his 
seat in the house, he announced that he should 
hold himself bound to no party. He was 
usually the first in his place in the morning, 
and the last to leave his seat in the evening. 
Not a measure could be brought forward and 
escape his scrutiny. The battle which Mr. 
Adams fought almost singly, against · the 
proslavery party in the government, was sub­
lime in its moral daring and heroism. For 
persisting in presenting petitions for the aboli-

tion of slavery, he was threatened with indict­
ment by the grand jury, with expulsion from 
the house, and also with assassination, but 
no threats could intimidate him and his final 
triumph was complete. 

On the 21st of February, 1848, he rose on 
the floor of congress, with a paper in his hand, 
to address the speaker. Suddenly he fell, 
again stricken by paralysis, and was caught in 
the arms of those around him. For a time he 
was senseless, as he was conveyed to the 
sofa in the rotunda. With reviving conscious­
ness, he opened his eyes, looked calmly around 
and said: "This is the end of earth;" then, 
after a moment's pause, he added, "I am 
content." These were the last words of the sixth 
president. 

HNDREW JACKSON, the seventh 
president of the United States, was 
born in Waxhaw settlement, N. C., 
March 15, 1767, a few days after his 

father's death. His parents were from Ireland, 
and took up th~ir abode in Waxhaw settle­
ment, where they lived in deepest poverty. 

Andrew, or Andy, as he was universally 
called, grew up a very rough, rude, turbulent 
boy. His features were coarse, his form un­
gainly; and there was but very little in his char­
acter, made visible, which was attractive. 

When only thirteen years old he jGlined the 
volunteers of Carolina against the British in­
vasion. In 1781, he and his brother Robert 
were· captured and imprisoned for a time at 
Camden. A British officer ordered him to 
brush his mud-spattered boots. " I am a 
prisoner of war, not your servant," was the 
reply of the dauntless boy. The brute drew 
his sword, and aimed a desperate blow at the 
head of th!! helpless young prisoner. Andrew 
raised his hand, and thus recived two fearful 
gashes--one on the hand and the other upon 
the head. The officer then turned to his 
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brother Robert with the same demand. He 
also refused, and received a ]?low from the 
keen-edged· saber, which quite disabled him, 
and which probably soon after caused his 
death. They· suffered much other ill-treat­
ment, and were finally stricken with the small­
pox. Their mother was successful in obtain­
ing their exchange, and took her sick boys 
home. After a long illness Andrew recovered, 
and the death of his mother soon left him en­
tirely friendless. 

Andrew supported himself in various ways, 
such as working at the saddler's trade, teaching 
school and clerking in a general st-ore, until 
I 784, when he entered a law office at Salis­
bury, N. C. In 1788, he was appointed solicit­
or for the western district of North Carolina, 
of which Tennessee was then a part. This in­
volved many long and tedious journeys amid 
dangers of every kind, but Andrew Jackson 
never knew fear. 

In 1791, Jackson was married to a woman 
who supposed herself divorced from her former 
husband. Great was the surprise of both 
parties, two years later, to find that the con­
ditions of the divorce had just been definitely 
settled by the first husband. The marriage 
ceremony was performed a second time,. but 
the occurrence was often used by his enemies 
to bring Mr. Jackson into disfavor. During 
these years he worked hard at his profession, 
and frequently had one or more duels on hand, 
one of which; when he killed Dickinson, was 
especially disgraceful. 

In January, 1796, the territory of Tennes­
see then containing nearly 80,000 inhabitants, 
the people met in convention _at Knoxville ,to 
frame a constitution. Five were sent from each 
of the eleven counties. Andrew Jackson was 
one of the delegates. The new state was en­
titled to but one member in the national house 
of representatives. Andrew Jackson was 
chosen that member. Mounting his horse he 

rode to Philadelphia, where congress then 
held its sessions-a distance of about 800 

miles. 
Jackson was an earnest advocate of the 

democratic party. Jefferson was his idol. He 
admired Bonaparte, loved France and hated 
England. As Jackson took his seat, Gen. 
Washington, whose second term of office was 
then expiring, delivered his last speech to 
congress. A committee drew up a compli­
mentary address in reply. Andrew Jackson 
did not approve of the address, and was one 
of the twelve who v.oted against it. He was 
not willing to say that Gen. Washington's 
administration had been '•wise, firm and 
patriotic. " 

Jackson was elected to the United States 
senate in r 797, but soon resigned. Soon after 
he was chosen judge of the supreme court of 
his state, which position he held for six years. 

When the war of 1812 with Great Britain 
commenced, Madison occupied the presidential 
chair. Aaron Burr sent word to the president 
that there was an unknown man in the west, 
Andrew Jackson, who would do credit to a 
commission if one were conferred upon him. 
Just at that time Gen. Jackson offered his 
services and those of 2,500 volunteers. His 
offer was accepted, and the troops were assem­
bled at Nashville. As the British were hourly 
expected to make an attack upon New Orleans, 
where Gen. Wilkinson was in command, he 
was ordered to descend the river with 1, 500 

troops to aid Wilkinson. The expedition 
reached Natchez, and after a delay of several 
weeks "there, the men were ordered back to 
their homes. But the energy Gen. Jackson 
had displayed, and his entire devotion to the 
comfort of his soldiers, won him golden 
opinions; and he became the most popular man 
in the state. It was in this expedition that his 
toughness gave him the 11ickname of ''Old 
Hickory." 





MARTIN VAN BUREN. 



PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 53 

Soon after this, while attempting to horse­
whip Col. Thomas H. Benton, for a remark 
that gentleman made about his taking a part 
as second in a duel, in which a younger brother 
of Benton's was engaged, he received two 
severe pistol wounds. While he was lingering 
upon a bed of suffering news came that the 
[ndians, who had combined under Tecumseh 
from Florida to the lakes, to exterminate the 
white i;ettlers, were committing the most 
awful ravages. Decisive action became neces­
sary. Gen. Jackson, with his fractured bone 
just beginning to heal, his .arm in a sling, and 
unable to mount his horse without assistance, 
gave his amazing energies to ~e raising of an 
army to rendevous at Fayettesville, Ala. 

The Creek Indians had established a strong 
fort on one of the bends of the Tallapoosa 
river, near the center of Alabama, about fifty 
miles below·Fort Strother. With an army of 
2,000 men, Gen. Jackson traversed the path­
less wilderness in a march of eleven days. He 
reached their fort, called Tohopeka or Horse­
shoe, on the 27th of March, 1814. The bend 
of the river inclosed 100 acres of tangled 
forest and wild ravine. Across the narrow 
neck the Indians had constructed a formidable 
breastwork of logs and brush. Here 900 war­
riors, with an ample supply of arms, were as­
sembled. The fort was stormed. The fight 
was utterly desperate. Not an Indian would 
accept of quarter. When bleeding and dying, 
they would fight those who endeavored to spare 
their lives. From ten in the morning until 
dark, the battle raged. The carnage was awful 
and revolting. Some threw themselves into 
the river; but the unerring bullet struck their 
heads as they swam. Nearly every one of the 
goo warriors was killed. This closing of the 
Creek war enabled us to concentrate all our 
militia upon the British, who were the allies of 
the Indians. No man of less resolute will than 
Gen. Jackson could have conducted this Indian 

campaign to so successful an issue. Immedi­
ately he was appointed major-general. 

Late in August, with an army of 2,000 
men, on a rushing march, Gen. Jackson went 
to Mobile. A British fleet came from Pensa­
cola, landed a force upon the beach, anchored 
near the little fort, and from both ship and 
shore commenced a furious assault. The battle 
was long and doubtful. At length one of the 
ships was blown up and the rest retired. 

Garrisoning Mobile, . Jackson moved his 
troops to New Orleans, and the battle of New 
Orleans, which soon ensued, was in reality a 
very arduous campaign. Here his troops, 
which numbered about 4, ooo men, won a 
signal victory over the British army of about 
9,000. His loss was but thirteen, while the 
loss of the British was 2,600. 

The name of Gen. Jackson soon began to 
be mentioned in connection with the presi­
dency, but, in 1824, he was defeated by Mr. 
Adams. He was, however, successful in the 
election -of 1828, and was re-elected for a 
second term in 1832. In 1829, he met with 
the mosc terrible affliction of his life in the 
death of his wife. At the expiration of his two 
terms of office he retired to the Hermitage, 
where he died June 8, 1845. The last years 
of Jackson's .life were that of a devoted chris­
tiw 'llan. 

mARTIN VAN BUREN, the eighth 
president of the United States, was 
born at Kinderhook, N. Y., Decem­
ber 5, 1782. He died at the same 

place, July 24, 1862, and his body rests in the 
cemetery at Kinderhook. Above it is a plain 
granite shaft fifteen feet high, bearing a sim­
ple inscription about half way up on the face. 
The lot is unfenced, unbordered or unbounded 
by shrub or flower. His ancestors, as his 
name indicates, were of Dutch origin, and 
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were among the earliest emigrants• from Hol­
land to the banks of the Hudson. His father 
was a farmer, residing in the old town of 
Kinderhook. His mother, also of Dutch 
lineage, was a woman of superior intelligence 
and exemplary piety. At the age of fourteen, 
he had finished his academic studies in his na­
tive village, and commenced the study of law. 
As he had not a collegiate education. seven 
years of study in a law office were required of 
him before he could be admitted to the bar. 
Inspired with a lofty ambition, and consqious 
of his powers, he pursued his studies with in­
defatigable industry, After spending six years 
in an office in his native village, he went to 
the city of New York, and prosecuted his 
studies for the seventh year. 

In 1803, Van Buren, then twenty-one 
years of age, commenced the practice of law 
in his native village. The great conflict be­
tween the federal and republican parties was 
then at its height. Van Buren was in cordial 
sympathy with Jefferson, and earnestly and 
eloquently espoused the cause of state rights; 
though at that time the federal party held the 
supremacy both in his towl'I. and state. His 
success and i11creasing ft::JJulaliu11 le<l him, after 
six years of practice, to remove to Hudson, 
the county seJ.t of his.county. Here he spent 
seven years, constantly gaining strength by 
contending in the courts with some of the 
ablest men who have adorned the bar of his 
state. 

Just before leaving Kinderhook for Hudson, 
Mr, VanBuren married a lady alike distinguished 
for beauty and accomplishments. After 
twelve short years she sank into the grave, 
the victim of consumption, leaving her hus­
band and four sons to weep over her loss. In 
I 8 r 2, when thirty years of age, he was chosen 
to the state senate, and gave his strenuous 
support to Mr. · Madison's administration. In 
1815, he was appointed attorney-general, and 

the next year moved to Albany, the capital of 
the state. 

While he was acknowledged as one of the 
most prominent leaders of the democratic 
party, he had the moral courage to avow that 
true democracy did not require that ''univer­
sal suffrage" which admits the vile, the de­
graded, the ignorant, to the right of governing 
the state. In true consistency with his demo­
cratic principles, he contended that, while 
the path leading to the privilege of voting 
should be open to every man without distinc­
tion, no one should be invested with that 
sacred prerogative, unless he were in some 
degree qualified .for it by intelligence, virtue 
and some property interests in the welfare of 
the state. 

In r 82 r he was elected a member of the 
United States senate, and in the same year he 
took a seat in the convention to revise the 
constitution of his native state. His course in 
this convention secured the approval of men 
of all parties. In the senate of the United 
States, he rose at once to a conspicuous posi­
tion as an active and useful legislator. In 
1827, John Quincy Adams being then in the 
presidential chair, Mr. Van Buren was re­
elected to the senate. He had been, from the 
beginning, a determined opposer to the ad­
ministration, adopting the state rights view in 
opposition to what was deemed the federal 
proclivities of Mr. Adams. 

Soon after this, in r 828, he was chosen 
governor of the state of New York, and ac­
cordin~ly re.signed his seat in the senate. 
Probably no one in the United States con­
tributed so much towards ejecting John Q. 
Adams from the presidential chair, and placing 
in it Andrew Jackson, as did Martin Van 
Buren·. Whether entitled to the reputation 
or not, he certainly was regarded throughout 
-the United States as one of the most skillful, 
sagacious and cunning politicians. It was sup-





WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON. 



PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 57 

posed that no one knew so well as he how to 
touch the secret springs of action; how to pull 
all the wires to put his machinery in motion; 
and how to organize a political army which 
would, secretly and stealthily, accomplish the 
most gigantic results. By these powers it is 
said that he outwitted Mr. Adams, Mr. Clay, 
Mr. Webster, and secured results which few 
thought then could be accomplished. 

When Andrew Jackson was elected presi­
dent, he appointed Mr. Van Buren secretary 
of state. This position he resigned in 18 3 I, 
and was immediately appointed minister to 
England, where he went the same autumn. 
The senate, however, when it met, refused to 
ratify the nomination, and he returned home, 
apparently untroubled; was nominated vice 
president in the place of Calhoun, at the re­
election of President Jackson; and with smiles 
for all and frowns for none, he took his place 
at the head of that senate which had refused 
to confirm his nomination as ambassador. His 
rejection by the senate aroused all the zeal 
of President Jackson in behalf of his repudiated 
favorite; and this, probably more than any 
other cause, secured his elevation to the chair 
of the chief executive. On the 20th of May, 
1836, Van Buren received the democratic nom­
ination to succeed Gen. Jackson as pre~ident 
of the United States. He was elected by a 
handsome majority, to the delight of the retir­
ing president. 

His administration was filled with exciting 
events. The insurrection in Canada, which 
threatened to involve this country in war with 
England, the agitation of the slavery question, 
and finally the great commercial panic which 
spread over the country, all were trials to his 
wisdom. The financial distress was attributed 
to the management of the democratic party, 
and brought the president into such disfavor 
that he failed of re-election. With the ex­
ception of being nominated for the presidency 

by the free soil democrats, in 1848, Mr. Van 
Buren lived quietly upon his estate until his 
death. 

He had ever been a prudent man, of frugal 
habits, and, living within his income, h;i.d now 
fortunately a competency for his declining 
years. It was on the 4th of March, 1841. 
that Mr. Van Buren retired from the presidency. 
From his fine estate at Lindenwald, he still 
exerted a powerful influence upon the politics 
of the country. From this time until his death, 
on the a4th of July, 1862, at the age of eighty 
years, he resided at Lindenwald, a gentleman 
of leisure, of culture and of wealth; enjoying 
in a healthy old age, probably far more happi­
ness than he had before experienced atni4 the 
stormy scenes of his active life. 

ITT
ILLIAM HENRY HARRISON, the 
riinth president of the United 
States; was born at Berkeley, Va., 
Feb. 9, I 77 3. His father, Benja­

min Harrison, was in .comparatively opulent 
circumstances, and was one of the most dis­
tinguished men of· his day. He was an inti­
mate friend. of George Washington, was early 
elected a meinber of the continental congress, 
and was conspicuous among the patriot'S' of 
Virginia in resisting the encroachments of the 
British crown. In the celebrated congress of 
1775, Benjamin Harrison and John Hancock 
were both candidates for the office of speaker. 

Mr. Harrison was subsequently chosen 
governor of Virginia, and was twice re-elected. 

Having received a thorough common­
school education, William Henry Harrison 
entered Hampden Sidney college, where he 
graduated with honor soon after the death of 
his father. He then repaired to Philadelphia 
to study medicine under the i_nstructions of 
Dr. Rush and the gua;dianship of Robert 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































