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PREFACE

This history of St. Henry Church and Village has been prepared to
honor the seventy-fifth anniversary of the dedication of the present
church (1897-1972). A sincere endeavor has been made to present a
complete history. The reader who wishes to check the sources of
information may check the numbers in parentheses in the script which
refer to the corresponding numbers in the bibliography. Although a
few hundred sources were studied, material from one hundred and
thirty sources was chosen for this history. Any errors — of commission
or omission — were quite unintentional. It is hoped the reader may
have a deeper appreciation and understanding not only of the people
of St. Henry’s past but also of the people of the present time who
have accepted the responsibility of their heritage and have continued
making the village the fine community which it is.

A great number of citizens and businessmen have offered assistance
and have furnished private papers and photographs. Reverend Dominic
Gerlach, C.PP.S., translated the German newspaper, the Mercer
County Bote, and offered guidance and encouragement to the author.
Sister Octavia, C.PP.S., translated the German records of the Sisters of
the Precious Blood. Also, acknowledgment is made to the Ohio
Historical Society; The Sisters of the Precious Blood, Dayton, Ohio;
The Messenger Press, Carthagena, Ohio; and The Archdiocese of
Cincinnati, for references within the script to their publications.
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INTRODUCTION

The village of St. Henry, Ohio, located in the southermn part of
Mercer County in Granville Township, had its first settlers in 1836.
The area consisted of virgin deciduous forest inhabited by wolves, deer
and other forest fauna. The Ordinances of 1785 and 1787 had
provided for the selling of land to individuals and had opened new
areas of settlement north of the Ohio River. After the Greenville
Treaty had been signed in 1795, the Indians gradually abandoned the
area. A few trappers and settlers began penetrating the forest — along
Indian trails and paths taken by Generals Wayne and St. Clair during
their military expeditions in the 1790’s. Although Mercer County had
had early settlers at the turn of the nineteenth century, Granville
Township was sparsely settled until the 1830’s.

A great number of German emigrants left Germany in the 1830’s and
1840’s and journeyed to America. Land was one of the major reasons
for departure; often the eldest son inherited the land rather than
having the land divided among the children — the younger children
had to look elsewhere for financial security. Their voyage to America
was difficult. They spent two months aboard sailing ships. Their ships
arrived at New York, Baltimore, and New Orleans. Many Germans
traveled and settled at a common meeting point, e.g. Cincinnati. Many
travelers who wanted to return to Europe had to remain in America;
they had spent their savings to finance their trip to America. Several
were disappointed to find there was not untold wealth waiting for
them in America. Relatives in Germany wrote them asking for money.
Times were difficult, especially for the people who traveled farther
north from Cincinnati. They had to build log cabins and hunt wildlife
for food until they cleared the land and began raising crops. Thus,
Granville Township and other areas of Mercer County were settled at
this time.
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THE FOUNDING OF A VILLAGE

A. Pioneers

The Romer (then spelled Roemer) family was among the early settlers.
Mrs. Herman Henry Romer and her children; Henry, Bernard Frank,
Herman (1), Herman (2), Fred, Agnes, Frank, and John Joseph
emigrated from Ehlerup, near Damme, in the province of Oldenburg,
Germany in 1834. (Oldenburg was in the northern part of Germany,
near Holland.) After arriving in New York, the Romers traveled over
land and down the Ohio River to meet relatives in Cincinnati. Three of
the sons, John Joseph, Bernard Frank, and Henry, traveled to St.
Henry. (68, 123) The rest of the family stayed in Cincinnati. (In 1849,
their mother, while traveling via the canal to Minster fo escape the
cholera of Cincinnati, died en route. After she was buried in Minster,
her sons were told she had had several gold pieces sewn into her
clothing.) The Bruns family arrived at St. Henry about six months
after the arrival of the Romer family. The obituary of Gerhard Bruns
stated he was one of the first pioneers in this area because he came in
the year 1838. (15, s-1) The Beckman family arrived in St. Henry in
1839. (1)

Bernard Bruns, early settler
Bernard Romer, early settler



B. Original Land Plat

The Romer brothers made the decision to purchase land from the
government and establish a town. On the fourteenth day of October
1836, Franz Romer of Hamilton County, Ohio, entered at the land
office at Lima, Ohio the following real estate: All of the East Half of
the North West quarter of Section (21) twenty-one in Township
Number (7) Seven South of Range Number (2) two East containing
eighty acres of land. This eighty acres, at one dollar and a quarter per
acre, cost Franz (Frank) Romer one hundred dollars. One July 7,
1837, Franz Romer sold this eighty acres to his brother Henry at the
handsome price of one hundred and fifty dollars; whereupon Henry
Romer laid out the town of Saint Henry, Ohio. (13, 54)

C. Settlement

The settlers had a single purpose in mind — to procure a tract of land
at the price of one dollar and twenty-five cents from the United States
Government, and to establish a home in the forest. The Romer
Brothers erected a log cabin and in the hastily constructed home,
seven families spent their first winter. (123) The problem of furnishing
food for survival was enough trial for these pioneers without the
added surcharge of seven women in one kitchen for one cold winter.
Henry Bruns built the second cabin in St. Henry, when St. Henry was
covered with heavy timber and abounded with bears, wolves, and deer,
(23)

John Henry Lange, Jr., born in 1855, spoke of hearing his father tell
of the wild condition of the country when he first settled here. On
many occasions he had had to drive the deer out of his wheat field. He
raised flax and kept sheep for wool, which the women of the
household spun and then wove into fabrics with which they made the
clothing for the family. They were accustomed to going to church in
wooden shoes. At first, they went forty miles with their grist to secure
flour for bread. No mention was made as to the name or place of this
mill; it may have been at Piqua. (23)

Important as a stimulus to the economic development and to the
population increment of St. Henry was the construction of the Miami
and Erie Canal. Early settlers arrived in Cincinnati and many of them
took the canal north. They could not travel the entire distance by
canal because of the partial completion of the canal. The Miami and
Erie Canal was completed to Dayton by 1829 and the thirty-two miles
between Dayton and Piqua were completed in 1837, with the next



thirty-two miles to St. Marys completed by 1839. The following years,
laborers worked on this canal until by 1845, the canal was completed
between Toledo and Cincinnati. Numerous settlers followed the canal
north from Cincinnati and embarked from the canal at Minster. Going
west from Minster, men chose the higher ground for homesteads,
rather than the swampy ground. Thus, St. Henry became settled early.
The route between Minster and St. Henry became marked with
numerous German Catholic settlements.
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THE FAITH OF THE PIONEERS

A. The Founding of a Parish

The religious convictions of the pioneers did not suffer in transit from
their fatherland. The difficult conditions in America in fact
strengthened them. The first isolated settlers had to go by horseback
or on foot all the way to Minster to attend Mass, But soon, as
settlement moved westward, a priest came out occasionally to
celebrate Mass in a private log cabin. By 1839, there were enough
settlers in St. Henry to lead Bishop Purcell to grant permission for the
formation of their own parish. Mass was celebrated once a month in
the Henry Beckman home, on the northwest corner of Main Street
and John Street, by Reverends Francis Bartels and Henry Herzog. (26,
50)

Rev. Louis Navarron, a French priest in charge of the settlement
which later became Versailles, attended the parish once a month from
December 1841 until October 1845. Under his direction the first
church was built. This building, fifty by twenty-five feet, was made of
logs and weatherboards, hewn by hand. (129) Two citizens in 1971
recalled their grandparents telling that this church stood on the
northwest corner of the present church lot. However, most records
and citizens agreed that this first church stood on lot number 33 just
west of the ditch on Main Street. The cemetery was located behind
the church.

The Most Reverend Archbishop Purcell dedicated this church in 1842
to the honor of St. Henry, the pious Emperor Henry Il of Germany;
also honoring incidentally four of the first six church wardens: Henry
Romer, Henry Bruns, Henry Wimmers, Henry Hemmelgarnn, Gerard



Beckmann, and Bernard Romer. (26) The earliest records of this
church dated the first baptism at December 14, 1841; the child being
Maria Bernadina Romer, daughter of Henry and Agnes (Sunderhaus)
Romer, Also baptised this day was William Borgelt, son of Henry and
Maria (Dinckgreuze) Borgelt. (6) Earlier baptisms were probably
registered at Minster. Elizabeth (Romer) Athmer was however the first
white child born in St. Henry, June 13, 1838. J. H. Romer was the
first white male child born in St. Henry, January 31, 1840.

John Henry Romer, Elizabeth (Romer) Athmer,
first white male child first white child
born in St. Henry born in St. Henry

The 1842 financial ledgers record the monetary economy of the
people; listing twenty-nine dollars in debts for a bell tower costing
thirty dollars and fifty cents. Apparently, there was a rectory at this
time because Henry Beckman took inventory of the Kitchenware in
the ‘parish house’ and listed an oven, Premium No. 3, with accessories
of four lids, a bench, iron kettles, a wash vessel, and a steam kettle.
(86) A one story school house was built which stood in front of the
junior high school building (1971) near the street. In 1893, this old
building was remodeled and used as a kindergarten; hence, the
appellation, ““baby school,” which was given the school. (15, k-2)

In the 1840’s the following gentlemen were paid almost two dollars
for an average of seventeen days work on the church yard and the
school: Heinrich Romer, Bernard Romer, John Henry Wimmers,
Henry Bruns, Joseph Romer, Gerard Henry Wendell, Henry
Greivenkamp, Herman Huelsmann, Herman Henry Huelsmann, John
Henry Hemmelgarnn, Henry Brockmann, Henry Beckman and Henry



Wendel. (86) This constitutes the earliest recorded list of families in
St. Henry, except for the names recorded in land purchases at the
Mercer County Court House. The Catholic Telegraph, June 1, 1844,
gave statistics with St. Henry having nineteen families of ninety-seven
souls. (25) This is probably the population of the parish, rather than
that of the village alone.

B. The Society of the Precious Blood (C.PP.S.)

The church history of St. Henry has been associated almost from the
beginning with the Society of the Precious Blood. This Society
attributes its foundation to St. Gaspar del Bufalo in Rome, Italy, in
1815, In 1838, a branch of this society, which consisted of priests,
brothers and sisters, was opened in Switzerland by Francis de Sales
Brunner. In 1843, upon initiation from Bishop John B. Purcell of
Cincinnati, Father Brunner proceeded to bring most of his religious
community to the United States to serve the religious needs of rapidly
growing German immigrant communities in Ohio. The first contingent
of seven priests, seven students arrived in Cincinnati on New Year’s
Day, 1844. Their first assignment was far to the north, to St.
Alphonse’s parish in Huron County, Ohio. Soon more members of the
society arrived from Europe, so that in 1846, the first Precious Blood
convent was established in Mercer County, namely, Maria Stein at St.
John. The priests did not live in parish rectories, but served the
parishes from a convent. The first Precious Blood priests to serve St.
Henry had come already in 1845, and except for a brief pastorate by
diocesan priest, Father Henry Herzog, 1849-1851, the Precious Blood
Fathers have served the St. Henry parish ever since. The early years
found a confusing array of priests serving St. Henry. It is to be
remembered, that they were neither in residence nor were they even
pastors. The parish was, in fact, entrusted to the priest superior of the
nearest convent. This priest would either go to St. Henry to perform
religious services personally or through a delegate.

A Mr. Hemmelgarn came to Father Brunner and offered to sell his
large farm; Mr. Hemmelgarn thought the house to be haunted. He
confided to Father Brunner, “I have no rest by day nor by night, and 1
believe for sure that when the sisters came here they would obtain rest
because of their many prayers.” That gave the idea to Father Francis
de Sales Brunner, then Provincial of the Congregation of the Most
Precious Blood in America, to purchase the place and to call it
Himmelgarten (Heaven’s Garden) and to name the convent Mary
Mother of Mercy. During that same winter (1852) the little chapel — a
little block house — was built and annexed onto the two houses



already standing there (in between them). Then the sisters came. April
29, 1852 they entered the house and began the community; they
began that same day to hold night adoration. At first there were two
sisters and their names were Sister Brigitta Meier and Sister Fridolina
Hess. In May, nine more sisters arrived. The house, however, was not
adapted to a convent and was in a state of deterioration. The rain and
snow fell on their plates and in their dishes, and they often had to
move their beds around. In winter the sisters were occupied in the
house; one of them had to go at times to the neighbors to beg for food
as yet they had not grown anything on the farm. However, on March
29, 1854, the convent at Himmelgarten together with the chapel, the
barn, and all their goods were lost in a fire. (11) Despite this serious
mishap, Father Brunner accepted the disaster with remarkable
equanimity and resignation, “God be praised for all things.” (25, 31,
32) Within six weeks Himmelgarten was partially restored and again
housed fourteen sisters — no doubt, the construction was flimsy and
of a temporary nature, for the chapel was made of clapboards. (25,
33) Later, a more substantial building of brick took the place of the
log house. This convent stood across from the Home School, on the
north side of the road, two and a half miles west of town on route
119. This convent served the needs of the congregation until it was
sold, together with the acres of farmland surrounding it. In January
1901, Mr. Fred Bimmel, of Portland, Indiana, purchased the property
and buildings for $13,746.28. (124) A few sisters remained to live in
St. Henry Village and teach within the local school system until they
left the village in 1904,

ISR A L

Himmelgarten Convent 2.5 miles west of St. Henry
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C. Second Church Building

From 1852-1866, the C.PP.S. priests from Himmelgarten Convent
served all the nearby parishes. Each priest would serve all the parishes
at one time or another, rather than remaining with one parish
exclusively. At this time, as the St. Henry parish population had
increased to forty-one families, the need for a larger church was
recognized. (26) In the year 1853, Anthony de Curtins took the
contract for building a brick church. (129) On Monday December 3,
1855, Very Reverend Ferneding blessed the mew church — which
stood to the south of the rectory, (73) This church was built under
the supervision of Reverends John Van den Broeck and Joseph
Albrecht. There was a trace of friction between Rev. Van den Broeck
and the parish. Rev. John Wittmer in a letter to the Archbishop,
described St. Henry’s situation as ‘“‘a tolerable dispute” and that
“Father Van den Broeck, he is a little too strict.” (36) However, this
was a common phenomenon of human relationships. During this
decade of the 1850’s baptisms numbered between nine and
twenty-five persons per year. For example, for the year 1856, St.
Henry registered sixteen baptisms, five marriages and two deaths. (34)
The increasing number of settlers in the neighborhood gave rise to two
filial parishes. St. Wendelin’s was founded in 1856; St. Francis’ at
Cranberry Prairie in 1858. (26, 51)

11



IV

EARLY BUSINESSMEN

Several men claimed the distinction of being the first businessman in
St. Henry. John Joseph Romer, arriving in Mercer County in October
1838, started a store in St. Henry in 1840. Before completion of the
Miami Erie Canal, he transported farm produce to Cincinnati by
wagon and returned with merchandise for his store. For example, he
took furs, dried venison, rabbit, quail, and roots and herbs, e.g.
snakeroot and seed turnips; Romer would return with such items as
rice, coffee, crackers, sugar, vinegar, starch, oat meal, paints, varnish.
Occasionally, he sold all the items on the return trip from Cincinnati
before he arrived home; once, he even sold the hat off his head, and
had to borrow a cap from Mr. Drahman to return to Cincinnati. (39A)
John Joseph Romer’s son, John Henry Romer, told how he assisted
his father during boyhood, on the farm and in the store, and later
hauled goods between Cincinnati and St. Henry, with a four horse
team, The trip required three or four days. Henry Bruns, Joseph
Drahman, and Henry Steinlage were also early businessmen in the
1840’s and 185(’s. Henry Beckman, while never having attended law
school, built up a large law practice in Mercer County. Scranton stated
Henry Beckman was a pioneer businessman of Granville Township as
early as 1839, (123) A minor case, which appeared before Justice of
the Peace Henry Beckman on May 12, 1851, concerned the ownership
of the neighborhood free-running chicken which Adam Edelman had
killed. Henry Herzog quarreled with Edelman and called him ‘“a rogue
thief and the worst fellow that walketh on the ground.” (A copy of
this trial may be read on the following pages.) (18) Edelman’s name
was held in great esteem, however, when in 1876 John Miller of
Hopewell Township wrote the newspaper and testified how Dr. Adam
Edelman’s medicines had cured the terrible affliction in his leg which
he had borne for four months with no relief or cure from other
medicines before Edelman’s cure. (49)

12



Site of first store in Romer home

Edelman, Adam Versus Herzog, Henry. Granville Township, Mercer
County. May 12, 1851.

May 12, 1851. This day Personally appeared before me Henry
Beckman a Justice of the Peace in and for the Township of Granville
and County of Mercer the Below Subscribet witnesses and too ther
several Affidavids or Deposition at the Request and for the Benefit of
Adam Edelman he being present at this time above mentioned George
Gunder of the County of Mercer of lawfull age being first Duly sworn
by me as herein after Certified Deposes as follows,

Question by Adam Edelman: Do you know this chicken here present
when it was killed by Whoom and whom that it belongs to

Answer: I do knew this chicken present it was killed on Saturday the
10 day of May 1851 in the Evening by Adam Edelman and
the Chicken belongs to Adam Edelman it is a chicken that
Said Edelman got on one Drahman it left him and Runwith
H. Romers Chickens one of Said Roemers Childrens brought
the Chicken to Edelman and I took the Chicken from the
Child the Eavening before it was killed put it under a tub
informed him of it the next morning where I seen him kill it
as aforesaid in the eaving. I also heard one Henry Herzog

13



Quarral with Said Edelman and told him to never come
again on his premisess and cauled Said Eadelman a Rogue
thief or Robber and was the worst fellow that walket on the
Ground

Georg J Gunther

Also Barbara Gunder of the County of Mercer of Lawful age being
first Duly sworn as herein after Certified Deposes as follow,

Question: Do you know this Chicken here present who that it belongs
to and where that it come from

Answer: I do know this Chicken here it belongs to Adam Edelman
and he got it from one Drahman I know this Chicken well I
heard Henry Herzog Say on Sonday morning the 11 of May
1851 that the Chicken that Adam Edelman killed he did not
claim and was not his and had only said this and quarrelled
with him for he did not wont him to come on his premises

Barbara Gunter

Also Bernard Drahman of the County of Mercer of Lawful age being
first Duly sworn as hereafter certified Deposes as follows

Question: Did you Ever Let Adam Edelman have a Chicken if so when

and what for Sort and whether this present Chicken is the same one

you let him have

Answer: I did Let him have a Chicken and about two months ago. It
being a Read Ruester a young one a Small Coamp and a
Small tail and my belief is that this present Chicken here is
the Self Same one that 1 Let Adam Edelman have as
aforesaid

his
Bernard )( Drahman
mark

Also Angness Roemer, wife of Henry Roemer of the County of Mercer

of Lawful age being first Duly Sworn as herein after Certified Deposes

as follows

Question: Do you know this Chicken here present whoom that it

belongs to

Answer: I do not know Certain but I have often Seen this Chicken
before It has Run with our Chickens I always heard and
thaugt that it belonged to Adam Edelman wee have often
Run it away and it would then Run Direct to Said Edelman
we have twise Sent it over to Edelman the first time it Come

14



Back the second time it was on the 9 of may when it was
killed on the 10 of May 1851 Henry Herzog had one
Running with our Chickens that Resembled this one Sum,
the ware Both Read but he Got his away about three weeks
ago and killed it or we sent it to him
her
Angnes )( Roemer
mark

I Henry Beckman a Justice of the Peace in and for the township of
Granville and County of Mercer Ohio Do hereby certify that the above
and within name George Gunther Barbara Gunther Bernard Drahman
and Angnes Roemer ware by me first Duly Sworn to testify the truth
and nothing but the truth and that the foregoing Deposition by them
Respectively Subscribet ware Reduced to Writing by me and ware
taken at the time and place aforesaid In testimony whereof I have
hereunto Set my hand this 12th day of May A.D. 1851

Henry Beckman I.P.

witnesses fees not Charged here Adam Edelman pays them

Court fees on 2 subpoeny 50 cts
Justices fees for 2 subpoenys 29 cts
swayring 4 witnesses 16 cts
7.50 words in Deposition 75 cts
$1.70

Deposition of Cock Tryel

fees
constable .50 Costs paid by Adam Edelman
Justice 1.20 Except witnesses

$1.70
H. Beckman

15



Vv

MID-NINETEENTH CENTURY

A. Negro Settlement in This Area

It is now all but forgotten that a Negro colony of freed slaves had
moved up from Cincinnati to Mercer County in the same decade and
probably came by the same road or trail that the first white settlers of
St. Henry had followed. Although, as far as it is known, they did not
live in St. Henry itself; still their presence was felt on several
occasions. A Negro teacher from the Wattles Manual Labor School for
Negro boys, near Carthagena, held night school in St. Henry and
taught the English language to several men of the village.(39A) Father
Van den Broeck, who was in charge of St. Henry and Philothea,
baptized twenty-four Negroes in October 1857. (25, 35, 51) August
22, 1860, the Archbishop confirmed twenty-six parishioners at St.
Henry. Of the uniformed company who did the honors at St. Henry,
one was a young Negro, a convert, who felt evident satisfaction in
being able to converse with Father Ferneding in low German, which
he picked up in this settlement. (75) These visits of the bishop were
impressive. The people held grand processions accompanied by music,
banners, and the noise of cannon. The crowd escorted the bishop and
his party from St. Henry as far as the priests’ residence at
Himmelgarten Convent to rest for the night. (76) Concerning the
Negro settlement, some remained in the vicinity for another half
century. For example, the Negroes supported a school and a church at
Carthagena until the turn of the century. (123) When the clock was
installed in the St. Henry Church tower in 1914, a Negro was among
the men when their picture was taken. At the turn of the century,
there were land suit claims brought against area farmers by the
Negroes, viz., Randolph Land Case.

16



B. Himmelgarten Convent

The Precious Blood Priests who served St. Henry had been living at the
Himmelgarten Convent. They were looking for a more suitable site for
the C.PP.S. seminarians. In 1861, Rev. Joseph Dwenger and
Christopher Schunck purchased the property of the present day St.
Charles Seminary. This property previously had supported the Wattles
Manual Labor School for Negro boys, later known as Emlin Institute
in 1843. As there were hostilities between Negroes and Whites, Emlin
Institute eventually closed in 1857. The buildings stood empty a few
years. By October 1861, Father Joseph Dwenger and fifteen
seminarians had purchased the property and were well established in
the Seminary. (123)

At Himmelgarten Convent, the Sisters opened a school in 1871. The
school was closed in 1878 and reopened in 1881, only to close again
in 1882. It reopened in 1890 and continued under the Precious Blood
Sisters until 1900 when the convent was sold. (22) Lay teachers
continued the school, later known as the ‘““Home School,” until it was
suspended in 1944 and its students transferred to St. Henry. (107) A
few Sisters remained in the St. Henry village to teach in the St. Henry
School until 1904, when they left the village permanently. One lady
recalled that when the new school was built, there was a disagreement
between the nuns and a teacher who happened to be a school board
member’s son. Common village gossip claimed the Sisters vowed never
to return to St. Henry. Sister Octavia, Historian of the Sisters of the
Precious Blood Society, stated there was no fact to this rumor. The
Sisters were asked to teach at St. Henry Catechetical Center in the
1960’s, but had to refuse due to lack of sufficient number of Sisters —
no other reason.

Home School
2.5 miles west
of St. Henry
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Vi

CHURCH AFFAIRS 1866-1885

Reverend Van den Broeck, C.PP.S., served St. Henry as her pastor
again in June 1866 and retained this position for almost eleven years.
During his pastorate, 1867, the church was frescoed by Phil.
Wallischeck for the sum of $620.00. (85) In 1870, the adult
parishioners occupied 225 seats in church besides the children seated
in the front pews. In the spring of 1876, the church gave Mr, Anton
Mueller the job of building four small chapels about six feet square at
the price of $89.95. (88) The chapels were so small that the priest had
to kneel in the doorway in front of the altar. Two of these chapels
were placed on Walnut Street at the corners of Washington and
Columbus Streets; west of these chapels, the other two were placed on
Sycamore Street at the corners of Washington and Columbus Streets.
These chapels were closed all year except for the two feast days of
Corpus Christi and the Most Precious Blood. The chapels were later
moved to the church lot. The following spring, Rev. Ven den Broeck
concluded his stay at St. Henry and was succeeded by Rev. Xavier
Griesmeier, C.PP.S.; April 1877 to February 1878.

Rev. Felix Graf, C.PP.S., began serving the parish in February 1878
and remained until August 1885. The church remained much the same
in these years. A monetary collection typical of this period was the
“copper collection.” Pennies were dropped into the Klingelbeutel, a
black bag with a bell sewn to the bottom; the bag being attached to a
long pole for the usher to pass across the pews. These penny
collections averaged thirty dollars; for example, the June 8, 1879
collection amounted to $27.45. That same year, a well was dug for
twenty-five dollars and piping, a pump, and a stove installed for a total
of twenty-eight dollars. During the holiday season, eighteen cords of
wood were bought to heat the church; the church paying B. Romer,

18



Jr. $2.55 for eight cords and H. Doess $1.95 for ten cords. During
Father Graf’s pastorate, the parish was growing. As an illustration of
this growth, the following year, parishioners rented 314 seats
compared to the 225 seats rented in 1870. (88) This auction of pews
took place on New Year’s Day. The Priest would begin at the back of
church and auction off the seats to the highest bidders. Final bids
ranged from a couple of dollars to a hundred dollars per seat. Some
parishioners were determined to hold certain seats and tried to have
the highest bid. Some citizens attached significance of social status to
which seat they held. After the bidding, fees were paid then or in
installments; a very few were never paid. On rare occasion, a member
would bid high for a seat, get the bid and take the seat, but never pay;
eyebrows were raised when this person would be back bidding the
following year.
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Program for Forty Hours Devotion

Programme ded 40ftiindigen Gebetes.
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VIl

LIFE IN ST. HENRY IN 1884

By 1884, St. Henry had become an established community. What
makes this year important is not something special that occurred in St.
Henry itself, but that someone or several people were interested
enough to report what was going on in the community to the newly
established weekly newspaper, Der Mercer County Bote (messenger),
which had begun publication in Celina the year before under the name
of Deutsches Kleeblatt (the German Cloverleaf). There is slight
suspicion that the weekly reports were at times more newsy than
factual, more opinionated than objective. Thus, a study was made of
the social, business, and political activities of the village in the year
1884.

A. Social Activities 1884

This captivating year of 1884 was preceded by a gala celebration in
December 1883. The second Wednesday of December about six
o’clock in the evening, the railroad workers, about seventy in number,
were a good distance to the south of town. Townspeople promised
them a treat if they completed the laying of the rails to St. Henry yet
that day. The workers labored with lanterns under the moonlight on
the Cincinnati and Jackson, Michigan railroad until they reached the
village about nine o’clock that evening. The news spread quickly and
the inhabitants gathered under the sounds of the Germania Music
Band. A grand banquet was served the workers, with Ganbrinus,
German god of drinking, playing his role. (15 a)

Thus, the year 1884 was given a send off. February 3, the Germania

Band put on a small festivity in order to gain money to pay for their
new band wagon. (15, b-1) The band also played in May at the
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thirty-ninth birthday party of the Justice of the Peace, John G.
Beckman. (15, b-3) That same month, the Mercer County
commissioners decided to build a new bridge with a $tone foundation
over the St. Henry River on Main Street. (15, b-4)

Another gala day was celebrated in June when over two hundred
people gathered in St. Henry to see the parade which was arranged by
Jacob Bany, agent of the Champion Reaper Co. During the season, Mr,
Bany had sold twenty-three machines which were delivered that
Saturday. After the machines were taken from the train and loaded
onto the wagons, Mr. Bany treated his customers to a free dinner at
the American House which he later purchased from J. F. Romer in
1885. (15, ¢-2) A man by the name of Otis from Montezuma recalled
having attended one of these dinners and having a dish which was new
to him — rice with red sugar. A parade followed, with grand speeches
given in German, concluding with a couple of barrels of genuine
Gerstensaft, ‘barley juice.” (15, b-6) There was truly something to
celebrate for during this decade, Jacob Bany sold between thirty and
sixty machines — self-binders, mowers, and reapers — each season.

The fourth of July was celebrated in a true German way. Parishioners
found great pleasure in socializing. The well-attended picnic was
accompanied by the music of the band. Two fiddlers played for the
dance that was held for the enjoyment of all, (15, b-8) The Germania
Music Bahd also took part in the Jubilee festivities in Fort Recovery,
Ohio. (15, b-19)

Whenever the newspaper correspondent announced a child’s birth, he
utilizeéd the stork story; for example, “The stork flew over the house
roof of Joseph Mickey and Joseph Mackey became the father of a
twelve pound girl.” (15, b-5) The mother was not mentioned.

The October game of 1884 between the St. Henry and Burkettsville
baseball clubs ended with a victory for the latter. The Burkettsville
team had good players brought in from Greenville. When the game was
over, there were four people with scars; one lost his eye; another had
his nose broken. The newspaper correspondent suggested, “This kind
of ball, especially during church services, should be brought to an
end!” (15, b-16)

Religious celebrations were an integral part of the life of the people.
Corpus Christi Day and the Feast of the Precious Blood were observed
with a procession around the church property stopping at the chapels
built the previous decade by Anton Mueller. (15, b-7) The priest then
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gave a blessing. The throng of people, proceeding on the first Sunday
to the first and third chapels, sang, Grosser Gott, Wir Loben Dich,
(Holy God, We Praise Thy Name). Altar boys carried the Blessed
Sacrament with a canopy above it, and others carried banners. The
second Sunday, the procession was to the second and fourth chapels.
The chapels were used until they were sold in 1914, (91) On July 15,
St. Henry’s Day was celebrated. That August, the feast of St. Cyriacus,
patron Saint of the sick, was marked with impressive services. This day
was important because of the epidemics of cholera and diphtheria and
other illnesses which were serious due to the helplessness of medicine.
(15, b-10) At another religious celebration, the Most Reverend
Archbishop Elder confirmed sixty children in this parish the following
month. (15, b-13)

B. Business Activities 1884

Businessmen were very active in the year 1884, Frank Bruns opened a
livery stable, enlarged his saloon to make space for a pool table, and
placed a lantern in front of his business that year, (15, b-7-11-13) The
men employed in building the Cincinnati Northern railroad stopped at
Bruns’ Tavern; Bruns housed and fed daily forty to fifty men. It took
two hours to serve one meal; they ate in three shifts of about fifteen
each. (97) Next to Bruns’ Hotel was the carriage and wagon
manufactory of blacksmith Henry Bruns. (The Bruns’ buildings stood
at the site of the bank and funeral home — 1971). John G. Beckman,
son bf Henry, was justice of the peace, appointed postmaster since
1371, township clerk, and a dealer in medicine, books, and notions.
{23, 15) Caspar Schoeneberger worked as a blacksmith in the old
White Villa building on lot #30. (15, b-8) A decade earlier, J. M.
Schoeneberger was a manufacturer of wagons and carriages. (48)

The Moeder brothers operated their sawmill and dealt in lumber at the
site of Rutschillings, on lot #18 in Altenhofel’s Addition. (15, ¢-3)
Anton Mueller, builder of the chapels, also made furniture and built
homes. (48) Joseph B. Drahman had a harness manufactory on
Lammers’ lot, #61. (23) Frank Bernard Romer built a twelve room
brick home in 1884-85. (123) John Henry Romer had a general
mercdntile store which he had operated since 1867 at the site of
Buschot’s Department Store. (4, 123) John Panning was a dealer in
stoves, tinware, roofing, and spouting. (43) J. B. Kipp put his saloon
on wheels in 1884 and moved it to the lot next to the railroad station;
the newspapef cotrespondént’s description, declared, “Kipp drove
close to the train doots and extended to the passengers whatever the
human heart desired.” (15, b-9) Michael Schlegel manufactured
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furniture of all kinds and carried on the undertaking business, on lot
#34, west of the junior high school. In 1884, Albert Gulde arrived in
St. Henry and embarked in the General Merchandise business at the
site of the St. Henry Laundromat. (1) Henry Steinlage operated a
tannery; in 1884, he erected a storeroom, on lot #43. (1) Ignatz
Siegrist had a harness shop on the lot west of Lefeld Hardware. (15,
b-20) There was a flour mill built at this time at the site of the
Schockman Lumber yard; in 1885, Mr. Kreusch, Hoying and Romer
purchased this flour mill. (15, c-5)

Every winter the newspaper pages were filled with people having the
grippe. Prior to 1877, Dr. William Jones had been the local physician
and surgeon. (48) Dr. Adam Edelman, a resident since 1848, suggested
home cures. (49) The villagers’ medical needs were served by Doctor
Ryan, whose office stood where the Bittersweete Shoppe is; and by
Doctor JI. J. Mory, who built a new office in 1902, which stood east of
the St. Henry Furniture Store.

December, the final month of 1884! Over Christmas, the roof of the
tile company collapsed due to snow; the tile company stood at the site
of Lammers’ pond on Kremer Hoying Road across from the canning
factory. (15, c-1) The newspaper correspondent commented that St.
Henry had six businesses where drinks were sold and that that would
make one oasis for every forty to forty-five inhabitants. (15, b-20)
Therefore, the population of St. Henry would have been between two
hundred forty and two hundred seventy people.

C. Political Activities 1884

The year 1884 saw the Democrats in firm control in St. Henry during
the national elections. In the first week in September, the Cleveland
and Hendricks Club of St. Henry held a meeting “‘for political freedom
and against bigotry and ‘know-nothingness.”” (15, b-12) The
newspaper correspondent told how the club met and subjected
Blaine’s life to sharp criticism and proved from his deeds that he was a
corruptionist. (15, b-14) On election day, “many hard words were
said; the Republicans were insulting.” That day citizens of Cranberry
Prairie came to St. Henry on a wagon pulled by six horses in order to
vote; forty-two voters were on the wagon — all for Cleveland and
Hendricks! The election passed with 354 Democratic votes to 46
Republican votes in Granville Township. Jacob Bany had a rooster put
on a pole so that it would announce the victory for Cleveland and
Hendricks. (15, b-17) A victory celebration was held. A manikin
which represented Mr. Blaine was put on a pole near the train station
to greet the train from Celina. A parade was held; short speeches were
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given. Thereupon, the effigy of Blaine, after the music band had
played several funeral songs for it, was blasted apart by explosives for
the enjoyment of the Democrats and to the sorrows of the
Republicans. (15, b-18)

Granville Township 1888

Note the Society of the Most Precious Blood Nunnery and School No.
3 on sections 18 and 19 west of St. Henry, (5)
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V1l

POLITICS 1885-1895

Appearing to be knowledgeable of politics was almost a status symbol,
among the men. Thus, politics was often a topic of conversation —
whether at their Democratic party rallies, or at their places of business,
or at their various social events.

A Democratic assembly took place at St. Henry in October 1889, (15,
G-3) Speeches were given on the issues of the times; especially that of
the tariff question. The May 21, 1891 Bote mentioned that the
Champion Reaper Machines were selling well despite the hard times.
That was the era of McKinley’s campaign for Ohio’s governorship.
McKinley was well-known after the passage of his tariff law in 1890,
but was defeated for re-election to Congress by a Democratic
gerrymander. Although McKinley was elected Governor of Ohio in
November 1891, he lost the election in Granville Township. The
Republican McKinley received 65 votes and the Democrat James
Campbell received 316 votes, (15, I-3) Democrats seemed to dominate
the Granville Township elections; even in 1884, Cleveland received
354 Democratic votes to the 46 Republican votes of his opponent,
Blaine. (15, b-15) At another Democratic rally in November 1893, Mr.
Schlosser gave his speech in low German which gave merriment to the
crowd. (15, k4)

On August 1, 1885, the St. Henry Band attended the annual picnic of
the Negroes at Carthagena which celebrated the freedom of their
brothers. The Negroes and Whites amused themselves together on the
dance floor and ate from common table and the bars — brotherly
entertainment. One Negro commented, “If the Democrats in the
South were as good-natured as the Democrats in Mercer County, then
things would go far better.” (123; 15, c4)
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The Bote frequently expressed resentment against the temperance
people; “They complain about Germans drinking beer on Sunday or
any other day!” The Bote refuted the charge by describing the
misbehavior of the non-German kids who ran around on the streets
late at night, making noise and disruptions, etc. (15, e-2) Drinking
beer did seem to be a part of the German’s social activities. There was
reference to a group of friends going to Padua (St. Anthony, Ohio)
after celebrating the feast of St. Henry. Since Padua was ‘dry,” they
took along a barrel of beer. Upon arrival, there was great surprise
because in opening the barrel, there was only water! (15, g-2) The
spring of 1888, St. Henry suffered the effects of being ‘dry’: “Last
Sunday the Law made itself felt in our peaceful little village as though
everything had died. Our citizens, who after six days of hard work, on
Sunday, amuse themselves with some social play, that is after they do
their duties as Christians. The guiltless have to suffer with the guilty;
to drink a glass of beer or wine on Sunday, because this pertains
mostly to the time of the peaceful Dutchman and worker, is a horrible
crime.” (15, f)
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IX

THE PRESENT CHURCH

A. Preparations

When Father Felix Graf left St. Henry Parish in 1885, Rev. Bernard
Russ, C.PP.S., took his place. The church congregation was once again
increasing in size so as to become too large for the building itself. The
population of the village was enumerated at 682 in 1890. (123) The
church pew rent records numbered the seats rented by the parish in
1890 at 373. (87) Of course, the children who sat in the front pews
were not enumerated in the pew rent rosters. Thus, with the increase
in parish population, the need for a new church was recognized.

Parishioners planned for the new church and began preparations. The
first reference to the new church in the Bote was made April 28,
1892: *““Mr. Frank Jones of Rose Hill, Darke County, has the contract
of making the bricks for the new church; he moved here Monday with
his family. Preparations for making brick have already been started. A
well of eighty feet has been dug for the church.” The following
month, the building committee received a windpump from Jacob
Bany for the new well. By autumn, 500,000 bricks were finished with
plans for 400,000 more to be made the summer of 1893. (15, j-4)

Parishioners proudly viewed plans of the new church in June 1893.
(15, k-1) One year later Rev. Russ announced that bids would be
accepted for the building contract.

A building committee was appointed by the pastor, of which J. H.
Romer was secretary and treasurer. In the summer of 1894, John
DeCurtins was awarded the contract for building the new church.
John DeCurtins’ father, Anthony DeCurtins, had built the earlier brick
church in 1854. (129)
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In the record entitled “Annual Receipts and Expenses of the New
Church,” October 6, 1896 — March 21, 1904, exact figures were kept.
The amounts expended for making brick, November 4, 1892 —
January 15, 1894, were listed; e.g. on November 4, 1892, paid to F.
M. Jones for two kiln brick, 500,000 @ $2.50, deducting $100.00
damage for bad brick was $1150.00 and on August 2, 1893, paid to
Ulrich Boehmer and George Breymeier for one kiln brick, 138,000 @
$2.85 deducting $15.00 damage was $378.00. Bills paid were for labor
in brick yard, for pumping water, for one water tank, for loading
brick, and for brickmaking. From July 13, 1894 to June 12, 1895,
§776.55 was paid to C.J. & M. Railroad on freight bill on stone for J,
Wilson, Lewisburg, Ohio. (89) Most important, the people donated
their time, interest, and money to the project. Still, additional funds
had to be borrowed. On just pages four and five of this record,
thirty-three people loaned money between January 1896 and
December 1901; the amounts varied from one hundred dollars to two
thousand dollars at five percent interest from one to five years.

As the foundation of the church was being completed, the citizens,
together with their pastor, were planning a grand festivity for the
cornerstone laying to which they invited all the parishes and sodalities
of the entire area along the Mackinaw Railroad from Bryan to
Cincinnati. (15, m) The newspaper correspondent commented that if a
person looked at the massive foundation, he could see it was set to
support a huge temple; the building and its furnishings would require
a considerable outlay of money. The festivity would furnish the
needed finances. The people’s exact donations and financial loans
were specifically registered in ledgers. The church retained these
ledgers filled with each person’s name and his contribution from a few
cents to hundreds of dollars. To erect such a grand edifice at this time
was an economic feat for this small parish; seemingly each member
contributed as much as he could possibly spare for this church.

B. Laying of the Cornerstone

Der Mercer County Bote described the preparations for the
cornerstone laying as follows:

Preparations were made to entertain the guests; to feed them, to
take care of their carriages, to make the visitors feel at home. A
bounteous selection of food covered the tables; service was cordial.
Tables were out in the open under the foliage. A larger bower
contained seats for many hundreds of persons. In the southeast
corner, on a part of the ground were benches under shade trees so
people could rest themselves. The stand for the music bands was
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large; raised several feet from the ground, beautifully decorated
with birch branches and contained chairs. A large show and a small
booth contained things worthy to be seen. There was even a
Carousel. There was a very large booth where soft drinks, melons,
and cigars, etc. could be sold and also many smaller places where
things could be sold. Playgrounds, galleries for throwing and
shooting, also a large dining hall gave the entire ground the
appearance of a large fair where thousands of people milled around;
and formed a bright and genuine affair, like a national holiday. With
every step, a person would meet familiar faces which a person had
seen perhaps for not a very long time. The excursion train from the
north came towards ten o’clock; from Celina there were 187
persons, among them the German sodalities and the music band;
from Coldwater, 54 persons; altogether, the train brought 315
persons. In St. Henry, the sodalities were received and led to the
township hall by the local men’s sodality, the music band, including
those from Botkins, Ohio and the St. John Knights in uniform. The
train from the south came after twelve o’clock and is said to have
brought 450 excursionists among which the music band of
Lewisburg in Preble County. Already the evening before, many
people from the south had arrived. In all public parades the knights
in their beautiful uniforms and the sodalities with their markings
formed the most spectacular part of the parade and it is to be
emphasized here that the little village of Botkins in Shelby county
earns the prize of honor in that twenty uniformed St. John’s
Knights came and eighteen of these are German who are not afraid
to carry their sword for church and fatherland. They formed the
point of the procession at the cornerstone laying and their
performing their exercises on the ground of the new church after
the cornerstone laying was a genuine surprise to everybody. The
number of those who participated is estimated variously to come to
six or seven thousand persons. (15, m)

The Celina Democrat, July 29, 1897, described the ceremonies held
for the laying of the cornerstone as follows:

The regular services were held in the old church in the morning
followed by an eloquent sermon by Rev. Father Bernard Russ,
pastor of the congregation. After dinner, which lasted from eleven
in the morning until one-thirty in the afternoon, the ceremonies of
the laying of the cornerstone were begun. The bands and societies
and those officiating marched in a body to the cornerstone, which
had been swung into position on the foundation of the building by
the use of a derrick. When all was in readiness, the Very Rev. Vicar
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General J. C. Albrinck, of Holy Trinity Church, of Cincinnati,
delivered a very able and eloquent address in German, the subject of
which is summarized in the words of the ritual: “We place this
cornerstone in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost, in order that here may flourish the true faith and the fear of
God; that fraternal charity may here be practiced; it shall be a place
for the worship of God, for the thanksgiving and supplication, so
that all who worship here may obtain eternal bliss.”” The Vicar
General spoke exhaustively and eloquently on these petitions, and
then laid the cornerstone in accordance with the ritual of the
church. Father William Russ then followed with a scholarly and
able address in English, reviewing briefly the grand influence and
progressive march of the Catholic religion. This concluded the day’s
exercises, and brought to a close the most solemn and impressive
ceremony ever witnessed in St. Henry. (129)

The Catholic Telegraph, June 20, 1895, further described the occasion
and the cornerstone itself:

At two o’clock the procession of the clergy formed in the old
church and headed by a brass band and the church societies,
proceeded to the new edifice, the foundation walls of which have
already been built several feet above the level of the ground.
Arriving there, the Very Rev. Vicar General, J. C. Albrinck, Ph.D.,
first called attention to the fact that some of the congregation had
disregarded the admonition, of both the Most Rev. Archbishop, and
their pastor, in regard to the sale of liquors on this occasion. He
warned all present not to take part in this violation of the laws, but
as good and dutiful Catholics to obey, and to remain away from the
place where the violation was going on. He then proceeded to
explain the ceremony of the day, the meaning and symbolism of
the cornerstone, dwelling most eloquently on that evil of our day,
indifferentism in religion and want of reverence and fear of the
Lord.

The cornerstone proper is of sandstone, in size two by four feet in
height. The opening for the box, containing a copy of the Catholic
Telegraph and other papers, the customary Latin document, coins,
etc., was hewn in the underside of the large stone. The case being
placed in position, the stone was lowered into its place. It bears, on
the exposed side; the words: “Ecclesia S. Henrici, A.D. 1895,” in
large raised letters. Its position is in the northeastern corner of the
structure. (80)
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C. Statue of Saint Henry

The statue of Saint Henry, the patron saint of the congregation, was
unveiled in the presence of over fifteen hundred people by Very Rev.
Henry Drees, C.PP.S., of Carthagena, assisted by Rev. B. Russ, Pastor
of the St. Henry congregation, Rev. Constantine Vogelman, Rev.
Joseph Heiks, Rev. Chas. Notheis, and Rev. Louis Hefele. The
ceremonies, in both English and German, were of a solemn and
impressive nature. The little village was handsomely decorated for the
occasion, and its citizens vied with each other in affording
entertainment and hospitality to the large crowd in attendance. Bands
were present from St. Joe, Coldwater, and Philothea; music was
furnished in abundance.

The statue was carved from Bedford granite, and was eight and
one-half feet high, and sat in a niche over the main entrance of the
church. The statue represented Saint Henry as saint and emperor, with
a sword in his right hand and a scepter in his left hand. Herman
Brockmann, a German sculptor from Cincinnati, created the work of
art, which came to be a gift to the church from the Catholic Dramatic
Circle. That same month, the Catholic Dramatic Circle ordered from
the Detroit Stained Glass Co., glass for the new church. The Catholic
Dramatic Circle staged plays for the village for the purpose of helping
finance the new church. (129; 15, n)

Rev. Russ, who had been with the congregation since 1885 and had
worked with the people all the years while building the church, was
suddenly transferred in January 1897 — just before the dedication
services of the church. The parish was disheartened at Rev. Russ’
leaving. His replacement was Rev. Martin Dentinger, C.PP.S.

D. Blessing of the Bells

Rev. Martin Dentinger wrote the following letter to the Most Rev.
William Henry Elder, Archbishop of Cincinnati on April 4, 1897:

Your of 2nd received, referring to the bells for which I wrote to
you for permission to purchase, I would say that the subscription
has already been taken up. I ought have written to you sooner but I
promised your permission and hence let all go on for the purchase
of same, although the order has not yet been placed it would now
cause great dissatisfaction if it had to be stopped hence 1 would
now ask your Grace's permission for further reasons, viz: one
certain man alone subscribed $200.00 who did not and would not
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do anything to the building of the church, this would be lost and
his good will for future collections; again the old bells will fetch
$360.00. Hence, only $640.00 was newly subscribed. Total
$1200.00. They also want new pews which will cost about
$1200.00 again. They will have to make some new ones any way,
and the old ones are of an awkward length for convenience in the
new church. Still for my part I prefer this to be put off for at least a
year. Myself was not for bells but told them to let the old ones
serve awhile, it caused bad feeling so I gave in, especially on account
of the aforesaid man. Can you not make any suggestion at all when
you could dedicate the church? (39)

Thus, on the patron saint’s feast day, July 15, 1897, was the
consecration of the bells by Very Rev. Henry Drees, Provincial C.PP.S.
The bells were bought from the Buckeye Bell Foundry, Cincinnati.
The old bells were given in exchange as part payment and were then
sold by the bell company to Scharpsburg (sic) church. The three new
bells aggregated 6,600 pounds. The bell dedicated to St. Henry
weighed 3,100 pounds and bore the inscription on one side: “I praise
the true God — I Call the people — I assemble the clergy — I announce
the sabbath. Saint Henry, pray for us.” On the other side was written:
“A.D. MDCCCXCVII—Pontificatus Papae Leonis XIII—Feliciter
Regnantis—Et Sacerdotii Archiepiscopi nostri Gulielmi Henrici Elder
Anno D. 1897.” The second bell, dedicated to St. Cyriacus, bore the
inscription on one side: ‘“St. Cyriacus, pray for us — I lament the dead
— I expel infections — I grace the festivals.” On the reverse side was
written: “Pestem fugo—A.D. 1897.” The third bell, dedicated to the
Blessed Virgin bore the inscription on one side: “Ave Maria gratia
plena, Dominus tecum — I rejoice with the joyful — I grieve with the
sorrowful — Ora pro nobis.” On the other side was written: “Deum
imploro—A.D. 1897—S8t. Henry, Ohio.” (92, 94)

E. Dedication of Present Church

The days following were filled with eagerness and preparations for the
climax of their efforts — the dedication of the new church.
Committees were formed for buying; for ice-cream, lemonade, and
fruits; for amusements; for dining rooms; for feed and stables and for
flower decorations. For several days the women were baking and
cooking, and kept some eighteen cooking stoves going most of the
time for the entire week. (129)

Bishop Elder and Father Russ arrived on the noon train Saturday, July
24, 1897, and were escorted to the convent at Himmelgarten by a
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number of mounted horsemen. A handsome flag, made of the papal
colors; yellow, purple, and white; twenty-one feet long, was floated
from a point very near the top of the church steeple and could be seen
from many miles in all directions.

Sunday, the Mackinaw railroad brought 561 people from Cincinnati
and other cities to the south and 475 people from the north. (129)
Favored by nature with beautiful weather, and prompted by feelings
of just pride and happiness, the Catholics of St. Henry, tumed out en
masse to witness the solemn dedication of the new and magnificent
church which their munificence and self-sacrificing spirit had erected.
At nine thirty, the parade was formed at the old church to meet the
Most Reverend Archbishop and to escort him from the hotel to the
church. Four companies of uniformed Knights of St. John — No. 276
of St. Mary’s: No. 270 of Minster; No. 289 of Coldwater; and No.
249 of Botkins; the Uniformed Commandery, C.K. of A., of Delphos,
together with the nonuniformed commanderies of said order from Ft.
Recovery, Loramie and Chickasaw; the St. Joseph’s Aid from Celina,
all headed by bands of Decatur, Indiana; Minster, Ohio; and
Coldwater, Ohio; together with St. Henry’s Men’s and St. Aloysius’
Young Men'’s societies and the school children formed the procession.
The parade was a grand success and was viewed by thousands as they
marched through the streets to the church.

The Most Rev. Archbishop repaired to the old church, from which he
removed its sacred character and then the procession of societies,
acolytes and clergy proceeded to the new church. Upon reaching the
front step of the church, the Archbishop, in a brief manner, explained
to the great concourse of people present, the meaning of the
ceremony about to take place, and then in a few choice words praised
them for their zeal and devotion to God’s honor. The dedication then
took place, and after they entered the church, Rev. Godfrey Schlacter,
C.PP.S., the apostolic missionary, delivered the sermon in English.

Solemn High Mass was then celebrated by Rev. Bernard Russ, C.PP.S.,
the former pastor of the congregation, assisted by the Rev. Boniface
Russ, C.PP.S., as deacon, and Rev. F.X. Griessmayer, C.PP.S., as
subdeacon. Very Rev. H. Drees, C.PP.S., and Rev. Felix Graf, C.PP.S.,
acted as deacons of honor to the Archbishop. Revs. Constantine
Vogelman and Dominic Schunk were masters of ceremonies. (82) Rev.
Paulinus Trost delivered the sermon in German. The Bishop delivered
a short address after mass. Other priests present in the sanctuary doing
office and assisting were Revs. Raymond Vememont, Cosmos
Seeberger, Anselm Schmidt, Chas. Notheis, Louis Hefele, Gregory
Jussel, Lawrence Chirack, Peter Kuhnmuench, and Martin Dentinger,
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The following theologians from St. Charles Seminary were in
attendance as acolytes: Justin, Fridolin, Basel and Ulerich. The
Cecilian male choir, of Cincinnati, furnished the church music.

In the afternoon the Bishop confirmed the children of the
congregation and neighboring congregations, which occupied all the
afternoon. The services closed with the benediction and the “Te
Deum,” chanted by the choir and whole congregation, thus ending the
church ceremonies for the day. (129)

The church was a magnificent edifice of the Gothic style of
architecture, built in the form of a Latin cross. It was built of brick,
ornamented with blue Bedford stone, and had an entire length of 163
feet. The width of the church proper was 66 feet and the transept
width was 86 feet. (82, 129) Three large portals led into the vestibules
which contained large commodious stairways leading to the organ loft.
There was also an entrance on each side of the transept. The height of
the tall, graceful tower was 200 feet. At its juncture with the roof it
was 25 feet square, just above which was the belfry, where the new
chimes or bells were located. Ten stone columns, 19 inches in
diameter, supported the arched ceiling, the center nave of which was
52 feet above the level of the floor. The church had an approximate
seating capacity of 1200. (82)
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X

CLOSE OF CENTURY PARISH ACTIVITIES

At the close of the century, the church people were adding the
finishing touches to their fine church. That autumn of 1897 a new
heating apparatus was installed in church.(15, o0-2) An anxious
moment came in January of 1899 when a fire in the sacristy caused
slight damage.(15, g-1)

Rev. Martin Dentinger, who had been the pastor for the preceding
three years, was replaced by Rev. Dominic Schunk, C.PP.S. The parish
was relaxing and enjoying the parish’s accomplished endeavor of
building the church. They could only celebrate their good will. They
began in the spring of 1900 by being busy making arrangements for
the church fair to be held on May 26 through May 31. (15, r-1) Of
course, they held their usual fourth of July celebration. Then came
the grand celebration of the year — the July 15, St. Henry’s Day,
celebration of the Diamond Jubilee of the Founding of the parish as it
was sixty years old. (15, r-2) Special invitations were issued to
surrounding parishes to take part in this jubilee festival. Many pioneers
gave short speeches, after which supper was held in an old house of
that time, and supper was served according to the old fashion.

However, the village was overshadowed by grief when they received
the news of Father Bernard Russ’ death, The July 26, 1900 issue of
the Bote was devoted to Father Russ, who died while on a trip to
California. Father Russ was forty-eight years old. His body was
returned to St. Henry. The church was decorated in 1200 yards of
mourning tape, hung down in three directions. An honor guard stood
by as people viewed the corpse in the sanctuary. Pall bearers carried
the coffin to the funeral wagon and accompanied it to Carthagena at
10:00 A.M. where the burial took place. The funeral procession of
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about 180 carriages consisted of pall bearers in carriages, funeral
wagon, carriages of priests, and people who followed to attend the
funeral.

i"‘ % Tl _,I Il:.;

Father Bernard Russ’ Funeral
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XI

VILLAGE ACTIVITIES 18590’s

The number of St. Henry businesses had increased considerably the
last two decades of the century, The population had increased from
200 in 1880 to 682 in 1890. (123) Not only did the railroad play a
part in this expansion of St. Henry, but the attitude of the people also
played a role. The Mercer County Bote comments about the new
houses being built and that the people could not complain about a
lack in business. (15, n-1) A July 1897 copy of the Bote told about
everything being built up; the McKinley prosperity was slowly coming
in. In spite of the acknowledged prosperity of the Republican
administration, a Democratic William Jennings Bryan Club (versus
McKinley) had been organized in 1896 at St. Henry, (15, n-5) Amid
this prosperity, people were complaining about the “lousy streets and
sidewalks™ and that the town’s incorporation would be the best
remedy to receive modern streets. (15, q-7) As early as 1893, a
petition had been circulated for incorporation of the town. (15, k-2)
The telephone was also a topic of conversation as it was completed to
St. Henry by November 1898; the line was extended to Burkettsville
the following spring. (15, p-5, g-5) Besides the topics of McKinley, the
telephone, and incorporation, the war was the general subject of
conversation in 1898; the newspaper stated, “There is no lack of
patriotism and there are many who would want to fight for the rights
of their country and to do something worthwhile for their country in
the form of soldiering.” (15, p-1) Politics were again taking a strong
hold on St. Henry citizens. They went to Celina to hear William
Jennings Bryan speak in October 1899. Bryan was again nominated
for the presidency and was again defeated — by McKinley.

The tramps apparently presented a very real problem to the
townspeople. The September 10, 1885 Bote entered a long bitter
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article about tramps in the area here. The tramps were so bold as to
threaten physical harm, even the burning of buildings, if the farmers
did not feed them properly. A murder in July 1887 was attributed to
one of these tramps. (15) Still, a building stood on the west side of
town, known as the tramp house, and was used for shelter by these
people of the road. Apparently, not all tramps were considered a
negative influence within the village. In the early 1900’s this tramp
house was dismantled.

Numerous varieties of recreation were available to the villagers during
the 1890’s. The citizens met at the town hall in September 1891 to
make plans to take part in the German Day at Celina. At this holiday,
10,000 persons attended the German Day Celebration. (15, I-1, I-2)
The Barlow Brothers Circus gave presentation and was well attended
in 1899. (15, g-6) An innovation came to St. Henry in the form of
5000 pictures which were to be shown to the public at lightning
speed; many were disappointed because it took only twenty minutes
to see the entire 5000 pictures! Moving pictures was a new form of
entertainment. Euchre and Pedro parties were being held. (15, U-1)
The gun club held stationary and trap shoots in the 1890’s and early
1900’s; an 1893 contest offered $28.25 and a steer worth $16.00 as
prizes. (15, k-3) Sleighing was good winter fun besides being good
transportation; the town streets were filled with sleds on Saturdays
when people came to town to do their trading. (15, w-1)

Joseph Mackey and his sled behind Panning Tin Shop ¢1912
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By 1890, underground natural gas wells were dug. Many of the people
began digging gas wells and using gas in their homes. By Christmas
1890, the church was also using gas. (15, h-1) The Natural Gas Co. was
incorporated in 1892 in order to furnish gas for the village, including
the school. (185, j-1, j-3) The Citizens Gas Co. was formed and by 1894
was free of debt and paying dividends of eleven percent. (15, L-3) As
the old village gas well began failing, a new derrick was built and the
well dug in 1898. (15, p-2) Accidents occurred with this new fuel.
People went down into their basements and lit matches in order to see
and caused explosions. The regulator on the gas well was not working
correctly; the summer kitchen of Ben Romer went up in flames. (15,
p-3) Innovations were needed and acquired, Consumers were asking
for gas meters for justice in prices for individual consumers. Others
complained about having two gas companies and still not enough gas
to keep a warm house — their solution was to return to the old way;
heating with wood! (15, u-2, u-6)

40



X1l

St. Henry Businessmen: Circa 1900

The Mercantile Agency Reference Book (127) not only listed the
various businesses in St. Henry, but also evaluated the businesses’
financial status and published their findings in January 1899, This
chart gave insight into the kind of business life which was active in this

rural community at the turn of the century.

ST. HENRY, OHIO — POPULATION 700

Bany, Jacob & Sons — mfrs. washing machines

Bruns, Frank — hotel, saloon and livery

Bruns, Henry — blacksmith and mfr. wagons

Bruns, Joseph — general store
Buckholtz, Aug. — mer. tailor

Feldhake, Henry — saloon
Gardner, Jos. — hotel

Goettemoeller, Fred H. — undertaker

Gulde, Albert — dry goods

Guenther, Geo. J. — furniture
Heiser, George — wagonmaker

Hoyng, J.B. — flour

Kuntz and Herr Co. (see Celina)
Lammers, Anthony — shoemkr.

Lammers, B.J. — harness

Langenkamp, J.H. — saloon and res’t.

Mader Bros. — sawmill
Meinerding, H.C. — livery

Mory, J.J. — drugs

Panning, John — stoves, tinware
Reiling, Bernard — shoemaker
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5000 to 10,000
less than 500
5000 to 10,000
less than 500
1000 to 2000
less than 500
less than 500
3000 to 5000
less than 500
less than 1000
unlisted

unlisted

less than 500
less than 1000
less than 500
5000 to 10,000
3000 to 5000
unlisted

2000 to 3000
less than 500



Romer, Henry — drugs and stationery
Romer, J.H. — general store

Romer, Jos. J. — groceries and millinery
Romer, Wm. H. — hardware

Schlegel, M. A. — furniture, undertkr.,
Schlosser, Jos. J. — meat

1000 to
20,000 to
1000 to
3000 to
less
less

pub.

than
than

2000
35,000
2000
5000
500
500
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Schoeneberger, Joseph — blacksmith less than 500

Schirack, J.A. — drugs less than 1000
Siegrist, Ignatz — harness less than 500
Steinlage, H. — leather and tanner 10,000 to 20,000
Weingartner, Mrs. Theo. — tanner and leather 3000 to 5000
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X1

Incorporation of Village

The election for incorporation of St. Henry Village was held August
17, 1901 with 71 votes cast; 54 for and 17 against incorporation. The
proceedings of incorporation were presented for record August 21,
and were recorded September 9, 1901 at the Mercer County Court
House. The following week, President William McKinley was
assassinated at Buffalo, New York, where he had gone to deliver an
address at the Pan-American Exposition. The bells of St. Henry’s
Church were tolled at the news; mourning prayers were offered and
business houses and private homes were decorated with flags at
half-mast to which a mourning crepe had been attached. (15, s4)

Nominations for village officers were made in October and the
following gentlemen were elected to office in November: Mayor,
Jacob Bany, Sr.; Marshal, Joseph Schoeneberger; Treasurer, Edward F.
Romer;Clerk,H.A. Beckman; Council — J.H. Romer, A. Gulde, Caspar
Schoeneberger, Joseph Moeller, Joseph Davis and J.A. Schirack. (15,
-5, s-6) These elections were held in the old township hall which had
been built in 1887. (15, e4) The council accepted their
responsibilities and held their first meeting November 21, 1901. The
council discussed bonds and ordinances and by January 20, 1902, a
total of 38 ordinances had been adopted. They also appointed a board
of health; St. Henry had been plagued by diphtheria epidemics to the
extent the school was often closed for weeks at a time. Also, during
the first years of the newly formed town council, the jail cells were
ordered from Detroit. They were installed in the town hall by March
1902. (15) At the November 28, 1903 Village Council meeting, a
motion was made that H.A. Beckman see to get a stove and a cord of
firewood for the calaboose. (108)
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X1V

Village Improvements

A. Fire Department

At the October 27, 1902 Village Council Meeting, a Mr. E. Buck from
Portland, Indiana was present and wanted to sell a one hundred gallon
Babcock Fire Extinguisher (chemical) for six hundred dollars. No
action was taken by the Council. (108) In September 1903, the drain
tile factory was almost destroyed by fire — the larger part of the plant
was saved. (15, u-4) Later, Council allotted fifty dollars for a fire
protection fund in January 1904. (108) The calm village remained
calm until July 1905. FIRE! The following account was written about
one of the largest fires in the history of St. Henry Village in the Bote,
August 3, 1905:

The little village of St. Henry was subject to a conflagration on
Monday around one o’clock in the morning and only by the
combined work of the citizens and the people who live in the
neighboring area was the damage limited to a small space. It is also
partly circumstance that the fire was immediately discovered and
the neighborhood had been well equipped with cisterns and deep
wells. The alertness of the citizens themselves is the reason that the
town does not now stand totally in ashes. The fire had its origin
under the roof in the hay mow in BRUNS’ LIVERY STABLE. A
customer who had just returned from a trip noticed the smoke
when he wanted to enter the livery stable and when he looked up
he saw that it was burning under the roof. He immediately
awakened Oscar and Robert Bruns who were sleeping in the bed in
the stable, They gave the alarm. Pretty soon the bell in the town
hall and the church bell were ringing. And this brought the citizens
to the fire. The horses, the carriages, and the horse harness were
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saved, but the fire raged so terribly and the heat became so great
that other buildings caught fire and the men fighting the fire had to
give their attention to saving the other buildings.

The fire was not brought under control until the HOTEL, NEARBY
BUILDINGS, AND THE CARRIAGE AND SMITH'S
WORKSHOPS had been destroyed. The livery stable and another
stable standing next to it contained forty tons of hay, several
hundred bushels of wheat, oats, corn and several wagonloads of
unthreshed oats and wheat. The residence of Elizabeth Miller was
saved after it had been considerably damaged. Also the furniture
store of M. A. Schlegel over the street, the hardware store of the
Gels Brothers, and the residence of William H. Roemer were saved
in time. A large part of the house and hotel furniture of Mr, Bruns
was saved but his damage will run at least ten thousand dollars, and
his loss therefore will be at least seven thousand dollars.

The citizens and the town council gathered on Tuesday evening in a
communal session and decided to organize a Fire Department and to
purchase such apparatus to provide the necessary fire protection. (15,
w-2) At the July 31 special meeting, council made motion for purpose
of issuing bonds in the amount of $6000 for City Hall and fire
protection. By September, council had bought a chemical fire
apparatus. (108)

The Volunteer Fire Department was organized. That November, John
Losekamp, contractor for building the town building, completed his
task. (15, w-4) The fire fighting machine had been purchased that fall;
none too soon. Fire destroyed the Cincinnati Northern Railway
Station early one Sunday moming in February 1906. (15, x) Fire
destroyed the flouring mill two years later. This mill stood to the
southeast of Schockman Lumber Co. on Columbus Street. The
following description of this fire on July 11, 1908 was given in the
July 18 St. Henry Advocate:

Had the Flouring Mill fire communicated to the Tumbusch
property on the north from the mill, there is no doubt that most of
the west end of town together with the big lumber yard would have
gone up in smoke, as St. Henry’s facilities for fighting fire are poor
and her supply of water is limited. This is the second time within
the past few years that the village has narrowly escaped being wiped
out and it is time some action was being taken to provide better
means for fighting fires. We have an efficient fire company but they
are powerless to fight flames without proper equipment. It would
give us better protection and lower insurance rates.
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B. Water Works

Citizens rallied to the cause, or rather to the need. The September
newspaper gave notice for an election to be held on the third of
November for the purpose of putting in water works at St. Henry. The
returns were favorable and the bonds were sold. By September 1909,
the water works were nearing completion. The mains were laid, the
pump was in position, the engine house was about finished, the tower
and tank had been erected. The tanks and mains were filled with water
and tested. The supply of water and pressure was more than
anticipated. October 12, the water works were opened and the
firemen celebrated with exhibitions of throwing water. (69, k,0,q,r,s)

C. Lights for the Village

The Water Works was not the only improvement in the village! The
Gem City Acetylene Generator agent from Celina exhibited this type
light to St. Henry citizens in 1907. The gas can could also be used for
cooking and heating purposes and was inexpensive to operate. (69, d)
Barney Bertke bought an acetylene plant for his hotel, the building
west of Kite & Katy’s which was torn down. (69, g) Of course, the
village streets were still being illuminated by gas lights. A. Barther was
being paid a nickle per light for lighting the gas light and another
nickle per light for extinguishing each gas light in 1907. (108) Eight
years later (1915) the Village Council passed a motion to pay $4000
to Jaspensen Supply Company for completion of an electric light
plant. (109) Jaspensen Supply Company was awarded a franchise in
1923 to furnish St. Henry Village electrical energy for twenty years.
(110) Citizens in 1971 recalled the first generators (site of fire
department 1971). The citizens received two hours of electricity a
day. Gasoline engines ran the generators from 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M.
daily. The church also began using electricity. The church wardens
met with Rev. Kunkler in November 1917 and signed a contract with
the Beerman Electric Co. of Covington, Kentucky to wire the church
building for electricity and to furnish chandeliers, etc.,everything
complete for $1,625.00. (91)

Progress at St. Henry! During this first decade of the incorporated
village’s history, much effort was spent constructing sidewalks and
curbing, allowing for proper drainage, repairing and cleaning streets,
repairing street lamps, giving adequate care to ditches, and watering
the streets with the sprinkler to control dust. Houses were being built.
The St. Henry Advocate advertised fifty businesses and expressed
pride in the growth of these businesses. People were buying
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