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JOHAN GERD FRIEDRICK NIEKAMP






Germany in the nineteenth century was a country of compulsory mili-
tary service, religious strife and economic as well as political insta-
bility. Small wonder then does history record the migration of hundreds
of thousands of Germany's people to the United States of America.

Johan Gerd Friedrick Niekamp son of Johan Henrich and Catharina
Margarethe, nee Mormann, Niekamp was born on April 9, 1811 in Essen,
Oldenburg, Germany. In the year 1833 Johan Gerd Friedrick Niekamp made
the decision that so many of his fellow countrymen did and migrated to
the United States of America.

Upon arriving in America J. G. Friedrick Niekamp located in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio where he worked for a time as a laborer. After a brief
period he moved to Tippecanoe (now known as Tipp City) in Miami County.
Most probably Fred made the journey from Cincinnati to Dayton via the
Miami and Erie Canal as that section had been completed in 1829. It
would also appear quite likely that Fred would have worked for a time on
that section of the Canal from Dayton to Defiance as this part of it was
finished in 1842. Many immigrants coming to this part of Ohio did work
for a time on Canal construction to earn much needed money. Standard pay
for this type of work being thirty cents a day, sunrise to sunset.

On March 3, 1840 Fred Niekamp was married to Catharine Niehauss in
Emmanuel Catholic Church in Dayton, Ohio. The ceremony wzs performed by
Father H. D. Juncker,.

Catharine Niehauss was from Dayton and was born there probably in
the year 1817.

Three children were born to Fred and Catharine while living in
Tippecanoe; namely John, Joseph and Clemmens.

The Miami County Common Pleas Minute Book lists the naturalization
of Frederick Niekamp on August 10, 1840. Fred's occupation is given as
a farmer.

Scrantons History of Mercer County - 1907 notes that Fred Niekamp
hauled the logs that were used in building the first log house in Tipp-
ecanoe,

During his early years in America it soon became evident that Fred
possesed the same qualities that characterized so many of the German
immigrants. They worked hard, had strong family ties and were good land
workers. Also the German farmer that came to America preferred to farm
a soil with a limestone underlayer; for exhibiting this characteristic
they became known as "sweet soil farmers".

Fred and Catharine were strong and loyal members of the Catholic
Church. When it became evident that Tippecanoe would not become a Cath-
olic settlement they decided to move farther North along the Canal lands
to Southern Mercer County. Southern Mercer County was but a few miles
West of the Miami and Erie Canal and at that time was beginning to
attract many German Catholics.

Marion Township in Mercer County was organized on December 7, 1841,
The Township trustees at the time authorized the payment of a bounty for
wolf scalps.

In 1841 there were still two small bands of Indians living in this
area. They were known as the "Big Chickasaws" and the "Little Chicka-
saws". However these Indians were very peaceable and posed no threat for
the early settlers.

In Mercer County Court House Celina, Ohio in the office of land re-
cordings is found the following:

Section 10 of Marion Township Feb, 19, 1848 - Gray, Samuel to Nie-
kamp, Fred - Deed E. 2 N. W. 2 80 acres - $600.00,

Section 10 of Marion Township May 27, 1848 - Stoker, Cornelius to
Niekamp, Fred - Deed Part of Sections N. E. 3 S. W. 2 40 acres - $300.00.

Scrantons History of Mercer County - 1907 notes that Fred Niekamp
traded an old surrey buggy for a tract of land in Marion Township. This
may have been however the Records list the above dollar figures. The



surrey buggy may have been a private dollar arrangement.

0f the land purchased by Fred only about 7 acres were cleared. The
remainder was covered with virgin forest.

Today this land is located at the Eastern end of St. Sebastian road.
St. Sebastian Road dead ends onto Harrison Road therefore Harrison Road,
which runs North and South, forms the Western boundary for the land.

Thus early in the year 1848 Fred and Catharine with their three
small boys located in Marion Township of Mercer County. Their first
house was a log cabin with a loft. Fred was one of the few settlers of
the area who could speak English fluently. Because of this he quite fre-
quently represented the other German Settlers in the Courts at Celina.

In July of 1849 a daughter, Mary, was born.

On September 26, 1852 Catharine died.

On April 19, 1853 Fred was married to Anna Catherine Stammen. They
were married in St. John Catholic Church by Father Aloysious Schelbert.
Anna Catherine had come to this country from Holland.

The first Catholic Church of the immediate area was St. John's at
Maria Stein. This Church was built of logs and was constructed in 1837.
The earliest Catholics of Marion Township belonged to St. John parish.

In 1853 a Catholic Church was built at what is now St. Sebastian.

At that time the near area was all woods. After the Church was built the
small village came into being.

With the establishment of St. Sebastian parish Fred and Anna became
members of St. Sebastian Church.

Ten children were born to Fred and Anna Catherine Niekamp namely;
Henry, Philomena, Gerhard, Peter, Frank, Elizabeth, Catherine, Julia,
Theadore and a babe that died in infancy. Elizabeth, Catherine, Julia
and Theadore all died young.

In the ensuing years Fred worked diligently at clearing the land and
improving his farm. He was a successful farmer and a respected citizen
of Mercer County.

In 1872 Fred built a large six room brick home to replace their
original log house. For many years, even well into this century, the log
house was kept standing and used for a storage building.

During the years 1878 and 1879 St. Sebastian parish built a new
brick Church to replace the original one. Fred served on the building
committee for the construction of the new Church.

Within three days time during the month of February in the year 1880
Clemmens Niekamp and his wife, Catherine, died. Two small children,
Frank and Anna, survived. Frank the oldest was but four years of age.
Fred and Anna Catherine Niekamp, the grandparents, took these +tyo chid-
ren into their home and raised them as their own.

November 1, 1880 is recorded the Deed of a 60 ft. right of way from
Fred Niekamp to the Toledo Delphos and Burlington Rail Road Co. The
T. D. & B. R. R. Co. was an extension of the system of narrow gauge roads
which converged at Delphos and Toledo. In 1881 it was extended by Mendon
Oregon, Celina, Montezuma, Chickasaw and on to Dayton. In time it be-
came known as the C. H. & D. (Cincinnati, Hamilton and Dayton) Rail Road.
This Rail Line ceased operating in 1923 with its right of way reverting
back to the original owners.

The Rail Line through Fred's farm ran diagonally from Southeast to
Northwest. As the community of Chickasaw did not have regular Sunday
Mass until 1903 (A Chapel was built there in 1894 for occasional servi-
ces) many of the people of that village would walk along the Railroad
tracks through Fred's farm and thence West to St. Sebastian for Church
services.

Fred and Anna Catherine's son, Peter, continued living at home help-
ing his father with the farmwork. On September 25, 1884 Peter was marr-
ied to Francis Bertke, the young couple making their home with Fred and



Anna., On May 6, 1887 Fred deeded the 120 acre farm to his son Peter.

Fred and Anna lived the remaining years of their lives on the home-
place being well cared for in old age by Peter and Francis.

May 19, 1894 Anna died. A few months later on August 18 Fred
passed away.

On June 13, 1894 Peter bought 40 acres of land from Casper Clune.
This acreage was adjacent to the South side of the home farm. However
on February 7, 1923 Peter sold 80 acres on the North side of the origin-
al home farm to Aloys Stammen.

Upon retirement Peter Niekamp sold the homeplace to his son Leo.
Leo and Mary, nee Huber, Niekamp made this their homeplace working the
land until Leo's retirement. Today Leo and Mary's son, Thomas R. Niekamp
lives on the homeplace. Around the year 1964 Thomas razed the old brick
home and replaced it with a beautiful brick ranch style home.



HUSBAND: Niekamp

HUSBAND Niekamp, Johan Gerd Friedrick WIFE: Niehauss

sen _April %, 1811 Meee_ESSen, Oldenbure, Germany.

Ch. Catholic Placs

Mer._3 March 1840 nee _Emmanuel Cathollec Church, Dayfon, Uhio

bied _18 August 1894 Mew St. Sebastian, Mercer County, Ohio.

swr. St, Sebastian Cem, reew Ote Sebastlan, Mercer County, Ohio.

Fataen>* Johan Henrich Niekamp HUSBANDS Catharina Margarethe
onunwes (2) Catherine Stammen Mormann

WIFE Niehauss, Catharine

ca 1817 Dayvton, Ohio.
:::' Catholic :: :
pied_ 26 September 1852 race Ot. Sebastian, Mercer Countv, Ohion.
sr. 5t. John Cemetery rece_11aria Stein, Ohio.
Lot e
WIFE'S
OTHER —
HUSBANDS
woos) [ Pl 'WHEN BORN WHERE BORN y WHENDIED
F E“.:;.:"Té::,‘::,::::«mm "'c_::::m:;. OAY  MoWTH  vEam | Toww county | 2L S [Plece =
M Tippecanoe Cilty 14 July 100%
1|Niekamp, John 18 Jan, 1841|(Tipp City) Miami Phio $t. Sebastiam O,
g Dh 18]4-% " n " "
R iif Fen, 1880
F 28 Nov. 1931
| 4|Niekamp, Mary 27 July 1849|St, Sebastiar] Mercep " Guadeloupe, O.
| 5
| 6
i
8
9
10 WP
| To Whom Married Date Place
1| Anna Dabbelt PL. April 1866[St, Sebastian Mercer County, Ohie.
| 2| Unmarried
| 3|/ Catherine Lindhaus
| 4| Rudolph Klosterman
5
xg|#1 (2) Catharine Borgert 17 Jan 3882 [ St, Sehastian, Mercer County, Ohin.
7
| 8
L 9
Q e e
SOURCE Information & Explanations L RELATIONSHIP INFORMATION
The ahove Hushand is a
of
cOo
Namea: omas B ekKamp
571 Columbus %t.
. 5t. Henry, Ohio
L5887,
Telephona:




HUSBAND: _Niekamp

HUSBAND Niekamp, Johan Gerd Friedrick WIFE: Stammen
sen April 9, 1811 Meee_ESSen, Oldenbure, Germany.
cw. Catholic Place
merr. 19 April 1853 recs Ot« John Cath. Ch. Maria Stein, Ohio
vies 18 August 189% rece OL. Sebastian, Mercer County, Ohio
sr.3t, Sebastian Cem. Mece Ot. Sebastian, Mercer County, Ohio
Patuen > Johan Henrich Niekamp HuseanosCatharina Marearethe
oneawves (1) Catharine Niehauss Mormann
WIFE Stammen, Anna Catherine
A Oct. 1824 Pece HO1land
Chr. Catholice Placs
bies_ 19 May 1894 e O+ O€bastian, Mercer Countv, Ohio
s, ot. Sebastian Cem. , . St. Sefastian, Mercer Tounfy, Ohio
| Fafien  Albert Stammen Yorin_Wilhelmina
oTHER T
HUSBANDS
el . CHILDRE WHEN BORN WHERE BORN ey LENDIEE
F | SURNAME (cAPITALIEEDY - GivEM wAmEs| DAY _ owtw _ veam Town county | Counvay|Mece _ _
M 20 April 1929
1| Niekamp, Henry 24 May 1854 |St, Sebastian|Mercesy Oh. Chickasaw, Oh,
F P1 June 1925
| 2] Niekamp, Philomena 15 Mar, 18595t, Sebastian|Mercexn Oh,
M 10 Feb, 1922
3| Niekamp, Gerhard 27 May 1857 |St, Sebastian|Mercey Oh, .
M 30 Aue, 19042
4| Niekamp, Peter 10 Feb., 18595t, Sebhastian|Mercey Oh, Chick 0
M
5| Niekamp, Frank 28 Feh, 18¢4St, Serastian|Mercen Oh, Bt. Sebastian,O
F
6| Niekamp, Elizabeth
F
7} Niekamp, Catherine
F
| 8] Niekamp, Julia
M
-1
10] s baby died
i To Whom Married _ Date Place
1| Catherine Koch
| 2| John Ronnebaum
| 3] Elizabeth Mestemaker
4| Francis Pertke 25 Sept. 1884
5| Elizabeth Klostermann
6| Died youne
7] Died vouneg
| 8] Died youne
| gl Died youne
_m:
’%OURCE Information & Explanations | RELATIONSHIP INFORMATION
The ahove Hushand is a
In the 1850 census Anna Catherine of
Stammen is l1isted as being born in
Germany. However a death certificate
lists birthplace as Holland.
Namea: Thom F
571 Columbus St,
m;_%. Henrv, Ohio
883, )
Telaphona:







MR. & MRS. JOHN NIEKAMP
(CATHERINE BOGERT)




FRANCIS CATHERINE GERHARD

MR. & MRS. JOHN NIEKAMP

(CATHERINE BOGERT)
2nd marriage

CHILDREN STANDING ARE OF FIRST WIFE ANNA




Niekamp, John Henry

HUSBAND: Niekamp
Dabbelt

WIFE:

sen Jan. I8, IBGI

Tippecanoe, UOhio

{ Tipp City, Ohio)

ow. _Catholic

mer. April 2L, 1866

Died Jn1% ]‘h, ]1.904
sr. Ot. Sebastian Cem.

n.,._gt. Seb#stian. I‘-Teir;cer Coh;ntv, 0%110.

| PiPten°* Frederick Niekamp

HUSBAND' S
MOTHER

Catherine Niehauss

1 Family Record and Album of John aof

onenwives (2) Catherine Forgert
Dabbelt

soen June 20, 1845  see GETMany

Chr._QﬂthOl ic Placs

piee_July 9, 1881 ree _St. Sebastian, Mercer County, Ohin.

. Ot. Setastian Cem. rece_St. Sebastian, Mercer County, Ohion.
| Yif&% Dabbelt, Bernard wornen__Schuelty, Gertrude
WIFE'S

OTHER

HUSBANDS

o= . 'WHEN BORN WHERE BORN i T L
e P o vo] el 0

F Coldwate

Hl Niekamp, Catherine 29 Jan, 1867 Sebhastian Mercer] Ohio[ 10 Oct, 13%0

Cold o

2_U_1_a_k_g_mp_,_(}_gzhard 31 Jan. 1RA4 Sehastian Mercer Ohiol 23 S
T | Coldwa%ar gg.
| 3] Niekamp, Francis 3 Aug. 1872 | Sebastian Mercery Ohio[ 3 July Igﬂ'; )
F
| 4] Niekamp, Reeina 20 Oct, 1874 Sebastian Mercern Ohio

5

6

Vi
8

10

To Whom Married 1 Date Place

1| John Severt
[ 2| Philomena BROEKEK

3| Gerhard WOLTERS

4| Unmarried (Probably died voung)

5
|6

4
|8
-
Q e e ——

SOURCE Information & Explanations | RELATIONSHIP INFORMATION

The ahove Hushand is a

-] e

2 Privat In; rg:eys.

Nama Totas P e

Addreas: /L columbus Street

St. Henry, Ohio 45953

Talephone:




John Henry Niekamp the first born child of Fred and Catharine, nee
Niehauss, Niekamp was born on January 18, 1841 at Tippecanoe (Tipp City),
Ohio. When John was but seven years old his family moved to Marion Town-
ship in Mercer County, Ohio.

All the many hardships and the hard work that a pioneer family in
America faced in the mid-eighteen hundreds John grew up with. Clearing
land, planting and harvesting crops, building fences and constructing
necessary farm buildings was the daily routine. Hunting, trapping and
fishing was a form of recreation but also a means of providing food and a
little money for the family. Formal schooling was meager; hard work was
the order of the time.

When John was 24 years old we find recorded in the Mercer County
Courthouse the following land Deeds:

Feb., 13, 1865 - Green, Thomas to Niekamp, John - Deed - NE % SW %

40 acres - Purchase price $1200.00. Also Feb. 13, 1865 - Green, Thomas
to Niekamp, John - Deed - E side W 2 SW 3§ - 35 acres - Purchase price
$1200.00.

The farm John purchased was located in Range 3 - Town 6 - Section 32
of Franklin Township. At the present date this farm is situated in the
Northeast corner of the juncture of Clover Four Road and Cassella &
Montezuma Road, being about two miles South of Montezuma, Ohio.

A year later on April 24, 1866 John Niekamp was married to Anna
Dabbelt. The marriage probably took place at St. Sebastian Church, their
home parish; however all St. Sebastian Church records were lost in the
disastrous Church fire that occured on January 12, 1903.

Anna Dabbelt was born in Germany and came to this Country with her
parents, Barnard and Gertrude, nee Schuelty, Dabbelt when she was twelve
years old. The family left Germany in 1857 landing in New Orleens after
a voyage of eight weeks and two days. From New Orleans they traveled
by steamboat to Cincinnati.

John and Anna had four children, Catherine, Gerhard, Francis and
Regina. John was a hard working, successful farmer making many improve-
ments on his farm through the years.

On July 9, 1881 Anna died and on January 17, 1882 John was remarried
to Catherine Borgert of St. Sebastian. The vows were spoken in St. Se-
bastian Church with Father Erhard Glueck officiating.

To this union was born five children, Ben Herman, Albert Henry,
Aloysious, Henry and Andrew.

Andrew was born on September 14, 1891 and a little over five months
later on February 25, 1892 Catherine died leaving John a widower for the
second time. This also meant that much of the rearing of the young
children of the second marriage had to be done by their half-sisters,
Catherine and Francis.

On August 11, 1892 is recorded a Deed for 79.25 acres from John Ger-
lach to John Niekamp purchase price being $3800.00, This acreage was
ad jacent to the Southeast corner of John Niekamp's farm. However two
years later on October 4, 1894 this same acreage (79.25) was sold to John
Graeber for $3900.00.

On March 2, 1897 is recorded a Deed from John Niekamp to Gerhard
Wolters for 91.50 acres purchase price being $3550.00. Gerhard Wolters,
John's son-in-law who had come to America from Munster, Westfallen,
Germany had married Francis Niekamp on April 22, 1896,

In his last years, probably around 1898, John along with several of
his youngest sons went to live with his Half-brother, Frank Niekamp.

John lived in the summer kitchen of Frank's home. Frank resided on a
farm along Sebastian Road about one mile West of St. Sebastian.

On July 14, 1904 John died his youngest child, Andrew, being but
twelve years old.



Gerhard Wolters a highly regarded farmer lived on his farm until he
retired at which he and his wife Francis moved to Coldwater, Ohio. Upon
retirement Gerhard sold the farm to his son Gregor. After some years
Gregor sold the farm to his brother Richard. Richard did not reside on
the farm and after a period of time sold the farm to his son-in-law

Jerome Selhorst.
Jerome and his wife Mildred worked the land and made many improve-

ments among them the building of a new home in the year 1955. Just a few
years ago Jerome and Mildred retired to Coldwater, Ohio and now their son
Norman Selhorst, great-great-grandson of John Niekamp, resides on the

original John Niekamp farm.
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Andrew Niekamp the youngest child of John and Catherine, Borgert,
Niekamp was born on September 14, 1891 at St. Sebastian, Ohio. When he
was a little over five months old his mother died. At age 12 his father
died. Frank Niekamp, an uncle, was appointed guardian of Andrew and his
two brothers, Aloysious and Henry. Until Andrew was 16 years of age he
worked for his uncle Frank. Reflecting back in later years Andrew re-
called an incident at this time in his life when in the spring of a cer-
tain year he had to work plowed ground walking barefoot behind a team
of horses and harrow.

Andrew's formal schooling consisted of but 6 years at the St. Se-
bastian one-room country school. This school was located one mile west
of St. Sebastian, having been built in 1885. Librata, Niekamp, Eyink
a school mate and also cousin to Andrew recalls Andrew as being a typ-
ical boy; remembering one occasion when the teacher, Mr. Stein, made
Andrew kneel on a piece of wood at the front of the room for being too
"ornery". Anthony Bills, friend and schoolmate, recalls another time
during recess when Andrew was playing with a rope and pulley which was
fastened in a tree. The pulley broke loose striking Andrew on the head
knocking him unconcious. Tony thought sure Andrew was dead.

At sixteen years of age Andrew went to work for John Reichert of
Cassella as hired hand. John a farmer and ditch contractor was a hard
taskmaster. Cleaning ditches and creeks with a team of horses and a
scoop from daylight till dark was required of a lad of 16. After a year
or so of this Andrew's older brother, Henry, came and found more suit-
able employment for him at another farm.,

In the following 5 years Andrew worked for several farmers as hired
hand. Among them were Anton Kremer and Henry Balster of near Carthagena
and Ben Homan of Chickasaw.

In 1913 at age 21 Andrew was of legal age and received his share of
his fathers estate, $500.00. Deciding to go to barber school at Cincin-
nati he was on the last train to leave the station at Dayton before the
terrible flood waters of 1913 covered that city.

Having received his barbers license, Andrew went to Jenkins, Ken-
tucky to ply his trade. Jenkins was a coal mining town. A rough, wild
area where men still carried Pistols much as in the old West. Andrew re-
called one day when two men became involved in an argument in a saloon
and then went into the street for a shoot-out. The victor carried a .32
pistol while the unfortunate victim carried a long barrelled .22 pistol.

Moonshining (the illegal manufacture of whiskey) was prevalent in
Kentucky at that time. Another incident recalled was when the son of an
elderly man of the trade sought out Andrew to ask if he would come back
into the hills and cut his fathers hair. Andrew obliged and found the
old gentlemen to be a good natured individual.

Following a disagreement with his room-mate one night Andrew left
Kentucky to come back to Ohio. The room-mate in question had, after
drinking rather heavily that particular night, come to their room and
began spitting tobacco juice on the floor; whereupon Andrew bodily threw
him out. The next day the local Sheriff, a friend of Andrew's warned him
that the fellow was out toget him. Andrew decided to leave Jenkins.

On returning home the barbering trade was forgotten. Work was
scarce so it wasn't long before Andrew along with his brother Al travel-
ed to Iowa where they found work as hired hands. Andrew hired on with
John Jaeger of Dixon, Iowa. Here he did general farm work.

March 18, 1918 Andrew, 26 years old, was called back home to Mercer
County, Ohio to be inducted into the U. S. Army. Inducted at Celina,
Ohio he was sent by train to Camp Sherman at Chillicothe, Ohio. There
he was assigned to the 9th. Co. 3 Training Battalion, 158 Depot Brigade,
Sct. M 41 with Serial No. 1963775.

The 15th. of January 1919 he was promoted to Sergeant of 5th. Co.
2nd. Training Battalion, 158 Depot Brigade. After his promotion he was



put in charge of a barn of horses. At one time Camp Sherman housed
40,000 doughboys and 12,000 horses and mules.

The most tragic of all occurrences at Camp Sherman was the flu epi-
demic of the fall of 1918. In the month of October alone 1,177 service
men died. So many men died that a theatre in downtown Chillicothe was
converted into a temporary morgue. The bodies were stacked up like cord-
wood there while awaiting shipment back home to respective families. 1In
later years Andrew would often recall of when he used to visit the sick
and dying in the hospital ward without ever contracting the disease.

On November 11, 1918 Armistice was signed signalling the end of
World War 1. On July 12, 1919 Andrew Niekamp Sergeant of the 7th.
Billeting and Supply Co. was honorably discharged. Remarks noted on the
offical discharge were; physical condition - Good, character - Excellent,
pay - $102.15 including bonus.

Back in Mercer County, Andrew found work as hired hand for Andrew
Schwieterman at Cranberry Prairie. Here he met Alma Bertke, daughter
of Bernard J. Bertke the proprietor of Cranberry General Store.

On June 14, 1921 Andrew and Alma were married in St. Francis Cath-
olic Church at Cranberry Prairie., Alma Bertke the daughter of Bernard J.
and Catherine, Knapke, Bertke was born at Cranberry Prairie and was one
of a family of twelve children. She attended school at the Cranberry one
room school receiving a grade school education only. Up to the time of
her marriage her entire life had been spent at home doing housework and
assisting in the family General store.

Until their first child, Ethel, was nine months old the Niekamp
family lived in Cranberry in a frame house on the East side of Cranberry
Road across from and a little North of the Church. Early in the year
1923 the family moved to 528 North Mill St. Celina, Ohio as Andrew was
then working at Mersmans Bros. Furniture Factory. Living here for a
short time the family then moved to 510 North Mill St. The next three
children, Lester, Paul and Thomas, were born at the 510 North Mill S+t.
address. Around the year 1929 Andrew purchased a frame house on 515
North Walnut St. Joan, John (who died at birth) and Andrew Jr. were
born there.

Unfortunately the year 1929 also ushered in the Great Depression.
Unemployment was epidemic. Andrew a foreman at Mersmans Bros. was soon
working but one or tow days a week at the rate of 272 cents per hour. Un-
able to afford their just purchased home amid such economic conditions
they sold the home in 1934 and moved to St. Sebastian, Ohio. At St. Se-
bastian they rented the then vacant combination home and General store
building.

With the help of Alma's brother, Frank, who was then owner of the
Cranberry General store they restocked the store and operated it as a
going concern, It was about this time, too, that Andrew started working
at New Idea Inc. at Coldwater, Ohio where there was an opportunity for
more steady employment. As the family was living in the country they
purchased a cow for milk, raised a few pigs each year for meat, kept
some chickens for eggs and each summer put out a large garden.

Phyllis and Kathleen were born while the family resided at St. Se-
bastian.

Successfully operating the St. Sebastian General Store for four
years suddenly the establishment was sold out from under them.

April 11, 1938 the Niekamp family moved to Cranberry Prairie where
they rented a house a mile west of the village on the Ft. Recovery Min-
ster Road and almost directly across from the Southern end of Coldwater
Creek Road. The family lived at this residence for about three years
then moved one mile South of Cranberry, renting a home on Huwer Road just
East of Cranberry Road.

James the youngest child was born at the residence on the Ft.



Recovery-Minster Road.

Each summer a large garden was planted and the few farm animals were
kept much the same as when the family lived at St. Sebastian. Also
during their stay at Cranberry Andrew worked for a short time at the
Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. at St. Marys later returning to New Idea
Inc.

World War 11 had much the same impact on the Niekamp family as it
did on so many other families. Elmer Rinderle, Ethel's husband, served
in the U. S. Army. Ethel with her two children, Donna and Elmer Jr.
lived in with the family for a time. Lester was in the Army, landing
shortly after D-Day in France and being wounded in action on two separate
occassions. Paul after graduating from High School enlisted in the Navy
and later after the war Andrew Jr. served with the Army in occupied
Austria.

During the War years in early spring of 1943 the Niekamp family
moved away from Cranberry renting a house at 402 West Main St. in St.
Henry, Ohio.

After the war lLester purchased a house at 361 West Main St. in St.
Henry. Late in the year 1947 the family moved into this house. The
family lived at this address until 1954 when they moved to 172 North
Sycamore St. in St. Henry. The rest of their years were spent at this
residence.

Within a short period after the war New Idea Inc. experienced a good
deal of labor unrest resulting in several lengthy strikes. Andrew work-
gd at a few short term jobs during this time eventually returning to
Mersman Bros. at Celina.

At age 65 Andrew retired from Mersman Bros. With the exception of
the untimely death of their oldest son, Lester, in the year 1957, Andrew
and Alma's golden years were spent in peace and contentment. Andrew's
hobbies were gardening, fishing and cracking hickory nuts during the
winter months. Alma enjoyed reading, sewing and card playing. Both
enjoyed the many visits with their children and grand-children,
especially the grand get-together at Christmastime.

Alma a devout Catholic and daily communicant died on November 10,
1973. Almost two years later on September 29, 1975 Andrew passed away.

Andrew's lifetime spanned a period of great change and technol-
ogical advancement. As a young boy on the small family farm he witnessed
yet the harvesting of wheat with a hand cradle and as an old man he saw
the landing of a man on the moon.
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iy ~_ CHILDREN . WHEN BORN WHERE BORN | ay VHINDIES
| 7 | SURNAME (CAPITALEDY - GivewwAmgs| PAY _ MONTM _ vEan Town county | S0\ ivay | Mece
F St. Francis

1| Niekamp, Ethel Margaret{30 Mar. 1922 |Cranberry Mercey Oh.

M Tt _.Recovery(hQ
1% Niekamp, Lester Andrew| 1 Feb, 1924 |Celina, Ohio [Mercey Oh, [12 Dec. 19

3| Niekamp, Paul Henry 18 Aug. 1926 |Celina, Ohion | Mercet Oh,

M

4| Niekamp, Thomas Frank |17 June 1928 | Celina, Ohio|Mercex Oh,

1

B| Niekamp, Joan Florence |28 Mar. 1931 | Celina, Ohin| Mercer Oh,

M Celina, Ohio,
‘ﬁ Niekamp, John 3 Feh,, 1932]| Celina, Ohio| Mercey Oh, [3 Feb, 1932
uj Niekamp, Andrew Joseph |21 Aueg. 1933| Celina, Ohio| Mercey Oh.

F
nﬂ_ Niekamp, Phyllis Marie | 9 Sept. 1939 St. Sehastia - r_Oh

Niekamp, Kathleen Alma |24 Sept. 1934 St. Sebastiah Mercjr Oh
7& St. Francis
10| Niekamp, James John 8 Feb. 1941 | Cranhterrv Mercey Oh,
__To Whom Married Date Place

1| Elmer Rinderle 10 May 1941 | St. Francis Cranberry, Mercer Co., Oh.
[ 2| Beverly Morris Jan. 194
3] Dorothy Rutkowski 5 Oct, 1944 Custer, Wiscon S t

4| Mary Lee Beckman 15 Oct, 1949 St, Henrv, Mercer County, Ohio.

5| Maurice L. Rammel 20 May 1050 St. Henry, Mercer County, Ohio.

[ 6 Unmarried Died at Childbirth Puried I, C. Ce 0

7] Janet 0. Willke 1% Jun., 1954 Maria Stein, Ohia Mercer Cannty.
| @] Joseph Miller 9 Aug, 19581 St Henry, Ohin Mercer County.

9 UeraEH 5. Pulskamp 13 June 1959| St., Henrv, Ohin  Mercer Countv.

EQ aria Margarita Moraled 9 July 19A4 | San Antonin, Texas.
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Ethel Margaret Niekamp was born March 30, 1922, at home in Cranberry
Prairie, Ohio. She was the first of ten children born to Andrew Niekamp
and Alma Bertke.

When she was nine months old she and her parents moved to North Mill
Street, Celina, Ohio where her father worked at Mersmans. After living
at this address for about two years, Ethel and her family moved to 510
North Mill Street, just a few houses down the block.

Because of near blindness she didn't start school until the age of
seven. Ethel was seeing a doctor in Lima, Ohio every week. He treated
her and fitted her for glasses which brought her esyesight almost back to
normal.

In 1931, her family bought their first home on 515 North Walnut
Street, Celina, Ohio. It was there, Ethel's first sister Joan, was born.
She was so welcomed after three brothers.

After attending Immaculate Conception School for five years, in 1935
she and her family moved to St. Sebastian, Ohio in the home-store combi-
nation, just east of the Catholic Church. It was in the one room school
house where she received her last three years education. Ethel and her
brothers walked the distance of a mile and a half every day. Her after
school hours were spent in helping her mother in the grocery store, which
her mother managed, and helping to care for her brothers and sisters.

In 1938, at the age of sixteen, she applied for a working permit
after graduating from the eighth grade. Her first employment was matern-
ity cases where she cleaned, cooked and took care of the children. She
worked in seven different homes doing this type of work.

On April 11, 1938, Ethel and her family moved to Cranberry Prairie,
Ohio, in the house formerly known as "the old Kraft place" on Ft. Recovery-
Minster Road, just west of the store.

In 1939 she went to Celina, QOhio to do housework for Mr. and Mrs. Sam
Dixon Sr. After working a pleasant year and a half for them, she applied
for work at the Buckeye Overall Co. Coldwater, Ohio, for better wages
since she was contemplating marriage.

On May 10, 1941, Ethel married Elmer J. Rinderle, son of Henry and
Clara Rinderle, of St. Henry, Ohio. They were married in the St. Francis
Catholic Church in Cranberry Prairie, Ohio at eight o'clock in the morn-
ing with Rev. Robert Mayer C.P.P.S. officiating. Friends of the couple,
Bill Dues and Geneva Hein, were witnesses. A dinner was served to the
immediate family at the bride's parents home. The couple left for a short
honeymoon that afternoon to Monroe, Michigan. They returned the following
day to be able to return to work on Monday.

After their marriage they lived with her parents from May until the
following February 1942. On this date they moved to 110 Market Street,
Coldwater, Ohio.

August 28, 1942, a daughter was born to them., In May 1943, Ethel's
husband was drafted into the United States Army. She resided at the
Coldwater address with her daughter, Donna and also her brother, Paul,
who roomed and boarded with her until September 1943, when she and her
daughter moved in with her parents on West Main Street, St. Henry, Ohio.
In October of 1943 a second child, a son, was born to her.

August 1944, Ethel received word of her husband being shipped over-
seas. Since they would not grant him a furlough, she and her daughter,
went to Leesville, Louisiana, where he was stationed at Camp Polk. Ethel
left her ten months o0ld son with her parents who cared for him, Since
her husband did not pass his physical and would soon be discharged from
the service, she remained with him.

In March, 1945, her husband was transferred to Ft. Knox, Kentucky.
She and her daughter transferred with him to Rineyville, Kentucky. In
April a third child was born at St. Joseph's Hospital, Louisville, Ken-
tucky. After a few weeks home form the hospital, Ethel's mother and



sister-in-law, Loretta Rinderle, came by bus and brought Ethel and
Elmer's son to them.

In November 1945, Ethel's husband was honorably discharged from the
service and returned to St. Henry to again live with her parents for four
months. In March 1946, she and her husband bought their first home from
Clarence Rinderle on West Main Street, St. Henry, Ohio.

Again, Ethel went to work at Mersman's, Celina, Ohio in 1947. She
worked until the fourth child was on the way at which time she retired to
have the baby, four more children were born at this time.

November 1955, the house was sold as it was getting small. She and
her family moved to the country where they rented a home on the Harry
Luken farm on R. R. 1, Post Road, St. Henry. They lived here about a
year.

In 1956, Elmer and Ethel bought the big old Lauber home on 361
Center Street, St. Henry, from Harry Bennett. Another daughter was born
in March 1958. 1In the Fall of 1958, Ethel went to work nights at Hemmel-
garn's Egg Plant in Philothea. There she worked until December 1960,

February 1961, another daughter was born., Her last child, also a
daughter, was born in August 1962.

In April 1965, Ethel went back to work at the Buckeye Overall Co.,
Coldwater, Ohio until September 9, 1965, when she started working at
Huffman Bicycle, Celina, Ohio.

Again, they moved to the country, as they sold the big house on
Center Street to find something smaller. This was in 1972, when they
rented a farm home belonging to Ray Bruggeman on R. R. 1, St. Henry, Ohio
on 0lding Road.

On May 10, 1974, they bought a new home on 481 Bernard Avenue, St.
Henry, Ohio, where they now live.

Ethel retired from Huffman's on January 20, 1978, to be with her
husband who was one hundred percent disabled from World War 11.

Ethel and Elmer are the parents of eleven children.

Madonna (Donna) Jean (Mrs. James Hart) Aug. 28, 1942

Elmer Henry Oct. 22, 1943

Elizabeth (Betty) Jo (Mrs. James B. Clark) April 24, 1945
Constance (Connie) Sue (Mrs. Robert Bruggeman) April 19, 1948
David Paul Dec. 16, 1949
Anita Joan (Mrs, James Harting) Feb. 9, 1951
Kathleen (Kathy) Ann (Mrs. Dale Wenning) April 16, 1953
Susan Mary (Mrs. James Donauer) May 16, 1955
Dianne Phyllis (Mrs. Gary Hart) March 10, 1958
Jean Alma Feb., 23, 1961

Lois Ann Aug. 16, 1962
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HoTnEne'® Clara P, Steinke
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[F
1|Rinderle, Madonna J. 28 Aug. 1942| Coldwater Mercer| Ohio
M
2|Rinderle, Elmer H. 22 Oct. 1943/ St. Henrv Mercer| Ohio
iz Kent
?g Rinderle, Elizabeth J. |24 April 194F Rinevville ucky
4|Rinderle, Constance S. |19 April 194B St. Henry |Mercer| Ohio
M
Fﬁ Rinderle, David P. 14 Dec, 1949/ St. Henry Mercer| Ohio
Rinderle, Anita J, 9 Feb. 1951 | St, Henry Mercer| Ohio
F7 Rinderle, Kathleen A. 14 April 1953 St. Henry Mercer| Ohio
s Rinderle, Susan M. 1A May 1955 | St., Henry Mercer| Ohio
| aJRinderle, Dianne P, 10 March 1958 St, Henrv |Mercer| Ohio
F |Rinderle, Jean A. 23 Teb, 1961|St, Henry Mercer| Dhio
PO|Rinderle, Lois A. 1A Aug. 1942| St, Henry Mercer| Ohin
To Whom Married Date Place
1|James A, Hart 2 Sept. 19A1|St, Henry Cath., Ch, St, Henrv, Ohio
2| Ruth B. Speck 28 June 1069 St. Wendelin Cath, Ch, Mercer Co, Ohin
[g[James B, Clark 25 April 1964 St. Henrv Cath. Ch, St, Henry, Ohio
4| Robert R. Rrugrceman 20 April 193 St, Henrv Cath, Ch, St., Henrv, Ohio
Marcelia K. Sams 20 June 1968 St. Henrv Cath. Ch., St. Henry., Ohio
. g|James E, Harting A Nov. 1970 | St. HWenrv Cath., Ch. St. Henrv, Ohio
7{Dale J. Wennine 17 June 1972] St. Henrv Cath, Ch, St, Henrv, Ohio
g| James Donauer A Aug, 1977 | St. Henry Cath. Ch. St. Henrv, Ohio
| 9| Garv Hart 10 Dec, 1977 | St. Henrv Cath, Ch, St, Henrv, Ohio
Q e —
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Lester Andrew Niekamp, the oldest son of Andrew and Alma Niekamp,
was born on February 1, 1924, At this time the family lived on North
Mill Street in Celina, Ohio.

At the age of six he entered the first grade at Immaculate Conception
Elementary School. In 1934 the family moved to St. Sebastian where Lester
attended the one room country school located one mile west of the church
on Goettemoeller Road. He was taught by Andreas Pulskamp and later by
Tony Heitkamp. In April 1938 the Niekamps moved to Cranberry Prairie
where Lester finished the eighth grade. The following year he attended
St. Henry High School.

During the summers Lester worked as a farmhand for George Will and
Albert Niekamp of St. Sebastian, Bill Link of Cranberry and Norbert
Osterholt of St. Henry.

Quitting school at the age of 16, he went to work at Mersman Brothers
at Celina, Ohio. Later he worked for the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company
at St. Marys and New Idea Inc. at Coldwater.

Lester was inducted into the army during World War 11. On March 15,
1943 he was sent to Camp Swift, Texas for basic training. He was in Com-
pany "G" of the 303rd Infantry. Upon completion of his training he was
shipped overseas to Northern Ireland to become part of the great buildup
for the intended invasion of Germany.

Landing in France shortly after D-Day, he saw continuous action un-
til wounded on July 8, 1944, Pvt. First Class Niekamp recovered suffic-
ently to return to active duty on the 9th of August. On the 21st of No-
vember Lester, now a Staff Sergeant, was again wounded in action. He
was awarded the Purﬁle Heart Medal.

On July 15, 1945 he arrived at Bushnell General Hospital, Brigham
City, Utah for convalescence. From here he was sent to Camp Atterbury,
Indiana where he received his discharge from the army. He had spent 13
months of his service time overseas.

After the war Lester worked for a time in a factory in St. Louis,
Missouri. Returning to St. Henry in 1946 he resumed work at New Idea
Inc. Coldwater.

In 1947 Lester bought a large two story frame house at 361 West
Maiﬁ Street in St. Henry. The Andrew Niekamp family lived here until
1954,

Lester married Beverly Morris of Portland, Indiana in January of
1948. They made their home with Lester's parents in St. Henry. Lester
sold this house in 1954 when he, Beverly, and their adopted daughter,
Judy, moved to a home they purchased on East Elizabeth Street in Cold-
water.

Lester died on December 12, 1957. Funeral services were held in the
St. Henry Catholic Church.
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Paul Henry Niekamp was born at home on Mill Street in Celina, Ohio,
August 18, 1926. He was the third of nine children born to Andrew and
Alma Bertke.

Paul attended two years of grade school at Immaculate Conception
School in Celina, Ohio. At that time the family moved to St. Sebastian,
Ohio. He attended four years of grade school there and the family operat-
ed a general store.

The store was sold around this time and the family moved to Cranberry
Prairie. He attended the 7th and 8th grade there and the 9th and 10th
years at St. Henry High School commuting by bus from Cranberry Prairie.

The family moved to St. Henry in 1943 and lived on West Main Street
next to the Nite Club. Julie Rose owned the Nite Club, it had a big
horse~-shoe bar in it. Dances were held every Saturday night and it was a
very popular place to go. It drew young people from all around commun-
ities including many from Indiana.

Paul graduated from St. Henry High School in 1944, While in High
School he was able to participate in basketball and baseball, He was also
a member of the high school band. Upon graduation, at age 17 he enlisted
in the U. S. Navy. He was in active duty in the Pacific theatre of war,
participating in the Phillipines borneo and invasion of Korea. He was a
coxsain aboard the L. C. I. (G) 69. At the end of the war he returned to
the U. S. and received an honorable discharge.

While in Service Training at Great Lakes Paul met Dorothﬂ E. Rutkow-
ski while on leave in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. On October 5, 1946 they were
married at St. Martins Church, a little white frame missionary Church,
in Ellis, Wisconsin.,

He worked a very short time at Good Year Rubber Plant in St. Marys,
then took employment at Fullenkamp Dist. Co. now known as Mercer Beverage
Company delivering beer for 25 years. For the past 6 years Paul has
served as Supervisor and Sales Manager for above company.

Paul and Dorothy had nine sons, Michael, Patrick, Ronald, Robert,
Paul Jr., Thomas, John, Joseph and Timothy.

During the growing-up years of the children Paul had several extra
jobs, one of which was tending bar at the Land-0-Dance Nite Club. He
was clerk-treasurer of St. Henry Village for ten years and also income
tax consultant for ten years,

Paul's favorite hobbies were baseball, bowling and fishing.

During his early years of marriage he pitched for St. Henry Vets and
Botkins and Fort Loramie.

Paul and Dorothy are currently residing on Cherry Street, St. Henry,
Ohio.


































































































