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'' {J3e /ruit/ul, and multiply, 
'' 

and replenish the earth, 
Genesis 1 : 28 
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Germany in the nineteenth century was a country of compulsory mili­
tary service, religious strife and economic as well as political insta­
bility. Small wonder then does history record the migration of hundreds 
of thousands of Germany's people to the United States of America. 

Johan Gerd Friedrick Niekamp son of Johan Henrich and Catharina 
Margarethe, nee Mormann, Niekamp was born on April 9, 1811 in Essen, 
Oldenburg, Germany. In the year 1833 Johan Gerd Friedrick Niekamp made 
the decision that so many of his fellow countrymen did and migrated to 
the United States of America. 

Upon arriving in America J. G. Friedrick Niekamp located in Cin­
cinnati, Ohio where he worked for a time as a laborer. After a brief 
period he moved to Tippecanoe (now known as Tipp City) in Miami County. 
Most probably Fred made the journey from Cincinnati to Dayton via the 
Miami and Erie Canal as that section had been completed in 1829. It 
would also appear quite likely that Fred would have worked for a time on 
that section of the Canal from Dayton to Defiance as this part of it was 
finished in 1842. Many immigrants coming to this part of Ohio did work 
for a time on Canal construction to earn much needed money. Standard pay 
for this type of work being thirty cents a day, sunrise to sunset. 

On March 3, 1840 Fred Niekamp was married to Catharine Niehauss in 
Emmanuel Catholic Church in Dayton, Ohio. The ceremony wes performed by 
Father H. D. Juncker. 

Catharine Niehauss was from Dayton and was born there probably in 
the year 1817. 

Three children were born to Fred and Catharine while living in 
Tippecanoe; namely John, Joseph and Clemmens. 

The Miami County Common Pleas Minute Book lists the naturalization 
of Frederick Niekamp on August 10, 1840. Fred's occupation is given as 
a farmer. 

Scrantons History of Mercer County - 1907 notes that Fred Niekamp 
hauled the logs that were used in building the first log house in Tipp­
ecanoe. 

During his early years in America it soon became evident that Fred 
possesed the same qualities that characterized so many of the German 
immigrants. They worked hard, had strong family ties and were good land 
workers. Also the German farmer that came to America preferred to farm 
a soil with a limestone underlayer; for exhibiting this characteristic 
they became known as "sweet soil farmers". 

Fred and Catharine were strong and loyal members of the Catholic 
Church. When it became evident that Tippecanoe would not become a Cath­
olic settlement they decided to move farther North along the Canal lands 
to Southern Mercer County. Southern Mercer County was but a few miles 
West of the Miami and Erie Canal and at that time was beginning to 
attract many German Catholics. 

Marion Township in Mercer County was organized on December 7, 1841. 
The Township trustees at the time authorized the payment of a bounty for 
wolf scalps. 

In 1841 there were still two small bands of Indians living in this 
area. They were known as the "Big Chickasaws" and the "Little Chicka­
saws". However these Indians were very peaceable and posed no threat for 
the early settlers. 

In Mercer County Court House Celina, Ohio in the office of land re­
cordings is found the following: 

Section 10 of Marion Township Feb. 19, 1848 - Gray, Samuel to Nie­
kamp, Fred - Deed E. ½ N. W. l 80 acres - $600.00. 

Section 10 of Marion Township May 27, 1848 - Stoker, Cornelius to 
Niekamp, Fred - Deed Part of Sections N. E. ¼ S. W. ¼ 40 acres - $300.00. 

Scrantons History of Mercer County - 1907 notes that Fred Niekamp 
traded an old surrey b1Jggy for a tract of l~nd in Marion Township. This 
may have been however the Records list the above dollar figures. The 



surrey buggy may have been a private dollar arrangement. 
Of the land purchased by Fred only about 7 acres were cleared. The 

remainder was covered with virgin forest. 
Today this land is located at the Eastern end of St. Sebastian road, 

Si. Sebastian Road dead ends onto Harrison Road therefore Harrison Road, 
which runs North and South, forms the Western boundary for the land. 

Thus early in the year 1848 Fred and Catharine with their three 
small boys located in Marion Township of Mercer County. Their first 
house was a log cabin with a loft. Fred was one of the few settlers of 
the area who could speak English fluently. Because of this he quite fre­
quently represented the other German Settlers in the Courts at Celina. 

In July of 1849 a daughter, Mary, was born. 
On September 26, 1852 Catharine died. 
On April 19, 1853 Fred was married to Anna Catherine Stammen. They 

were married in St. John Catholic Church by Father Aloysious Schelbert. 
Anna Catherine had come to this country from Holland. 

The first Catholic Church of the immediate area was St. John's at 
Maria Stein. This Church was built of logs and was constructed in 1837. 
The earliest Catholics of Marion Township belonged to St. John parish. 

In 1853 a Catholic Church was built at what is now St. Sebastian. 
At that time the near area was all woods. After the Church was built the 
small village came into being. 

With the establishment of St. Sebastian parish Fred and Anna became 
members of St. Sebastian Church. 

Ten children were born to Fred and Anna Catherine Niekamp namely; 
Henry, Philomena, Gerhard, Peter, Frank, Elizabeth, Catherine, Julia, 
Theadore and a babe that died in infancy. Elizabeth, Catherine, Julia 
and Theadore all died young. 

In the ensuing years Fred worked diligently at clearing the land and 
improving his farm. He was a successful farmer and a respected citizen 
of Mercer County. 

In 1872 Fred built a large six room brick home to replace their 
original log house. For many years, even well into this century, the log 
house was kept standing and used for a storage building. 

During the years 1878 and 1879 St. Sebastian parish built a new 
brick Church to replace the original one. Fred served on the building 
committee for the construction of the new Church. 

Within three days time during the month of February in the year 1880 
Clemmens Niekamp and his wife, Catherine, died. Two small children, 
Frank and Anna, survived. Frank the oldest was but four years of age. 
Fred and Anna Catherine Niekamp, the grandparents, took these two chid­
ren into their home and raised them as their own. 

November 1, 1880 is recorded the Deed of a 60 ft. 
Fred Niekamp to the Toledo Delphos and Burlington Rail 
T. D. & B. R.R. Co. was an extension of the system of 
which converged at Delphos and Toledo. In 1881 it was 
Oregon, Celina, Montezuma, Chickasaw and on to Dayton. 
came known as the C.H. & D. (Cincinnati, Hamilton and 
This Rail Line ceased operating in 1923 with its right 
back to the original owners. 

right of way from 
Road Co. The 
narrow gauge roads 
extended by Mendon 
In time it be­

Dayton) Rail Road. 
of way reverting 

The Rail Line through Fred's farm ran diagonally from Southeast to 
Northwest. As the community of Chickasaw did not have regular Sunday 
Mass until 1903 (A Chapel was built there in 1894 for occasional servi­
ces) many of the people of that village would walk along the Railroad 
tracks through Fred's farm and thence West to St. Sebastian for Church 
services. 

Fred and Anna Catherine's son, Peter, continued living at home help­
ing his father with the farmwork. On September 25, 1884 Peter was marr­
ied to Francis Bertke, the young couple making their home with Fred and 
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Anna. On May 6, 1887 Fred deeded the 120 acre farm to his son Peter. 
Fred and Anna lived the remaining years of their lives on the home­

place being well cared for in old age by Peter and Francis. 
May 19, 1894 Anna died. A few months later on August 18 Fred 

passed away. 
On June 13, 1894 Peter bought 40 acres of land from Casper Clune. 

This acreage was adjacent to the South side of the home farm. However 
on February 7, 1923 Peter sold 80 acres on the North side of the origin­
al home farm to Aloys Stammen. 

Upon retirement Peter Niekamp sold the homeplace to his son Leo. 
Leo and Mary, nee Huber, Niekamp made this their homeplace working the 
land until Leo's retirement. Today Leo and Mary's son, Thomas R. Niekamp 
lives on the homeplace. Around the year 1964 Thomas razed the old brick 
home and replaced it with a beautiful brick ranch style home. 



HUSBAND: __ N_i_e_k_a._m::.op;,_ _______ _ 
HUSBAND Niekamp, Johan Gerd Friedrick WIFE: Niehauss 
..,.. April 9, 1811 "••-~ssen, Oldenbur,:, Germany. 
c... Ca tho lie "•••-.----------....--,...---.--,..----..---..--......... .----y---........ ~-------
Men. 3 March 1840 ,. ... Emmanuel Catholic Church, Dayton1 Ohio 
Dietl 18 August 1894 ,. ••• -St. Sebastian, Mercer County, Ohlo. 
au,. St, Sebastian Cem. ,. ... --st. Sebastian, Mercer County~ Ohio. 
~~l:t: 0

·• Johan Henrich Niekam"' �H�u�- % �A�N�n� Catharina Mar•arethe 
t-:,-,-=~==---~;....__;.--'--------"•~---------MOTHSR----------'-~'--~-----=~M~':~~~: (2) Catherine Stammen Mormann 

WIFE Niehauss, Catharine 
._,, ca 1817 ,.... Davton. Ohio. 
Chr. Ca tho lie ,. ••• -~-----------------------------
Dietl 2 6 Sept ember 18 S-2 "••• .---.,.,s=-t·-•--,--S_e....,b=-a,....s--=-t_i_a_n~,c=---:M,....e_r_c_e_r_,.._'-'_o_u_n_t~v---,~O_h~i_o~• __________ _ 
lur. St. John Cemetery "·•· Maria Ste in, Ohio. 
�W�J�~�&  " % �1�1� �- �· �-�-�-�-�-�~�-�-�-�-�'�c�-�:�w�=�1�=�-�=�~�a�:�-�,�-�: " % �,�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-�-

t·~~j~~T~HIE~I----------------------MOTHIEII _______________ _ 
w•~•·• 
OTHIEII ---------------·------·---·-----------------·-·--
�H�U % % �A�N�D % � 

.... CHILDIEN "WHEN BORN WHERE BORN WHIEN Dlll:D 
M 1.1 .. , t;.,,,. ("hlld ,.·h•U••r Ll•lna ,,, ,,. ... , In Onl•r t1f ntr111r----------ir--------r----.--:;-:-;;-;;:;1-.....::.0•:.:•_...; .. ::.:O~N.:.:TM:...,__•.:.:~.::.:••;:... 
,. •uRNAME (CAPITALIZ.D) GIV•N NAMIIS DAY MONTH YIIAR TOWN COUNTY ~~AuT:;:: Piece 

M 
1 Ni ,.lf'~mn. John 

Tippecanoe Cjty 14- Julv 1904 
18 Jan. 1841 (Tinn Ci tv) Miami )hio , t. Sebastian o. 

M 
2 Ni ~ln11mn • .Jn"ll@nh " II ,, If 

- ' 1"! 

3 Niekamp, Clemmens 1 Nov. 1845' " " " " 
1q. Feb. 18RO 
t. Sebastian 01 

F 2ts Nov. l':JH 
4 Niekamn. Marv 27 Julv 1849 St. Sebastiar Mercfl! .. " 1 uadeloune. o. 

5 

6 

7 

g 

Q 

10 
To Whom Married Date .t"I<i~e 

1 Anna Dabbelt ~4 Anril 1866 St. Sebastian Mercer Countv. Ohio. 
2 Unmarried 
3 Cat.herine Lindhaus 
4 Rudolnh Klosterm~n 
5 

XC #1 (2) Catharine Borl!!'.er 17 .J:;in_:::i·R~ ~t. ~Phs:i~H£in 
7 
fll 
9 

1n 

SOURCE Information & Explanations 
1n,•t . .6.·•· .. ,N ,~ ,N ... ,-M.6.TTn'III 
ThA 11lv,.uA J.l11ah11W1.I ia a 

nf 

i:1i'iwi ___ .li'll nli' THTR llli'l"n»n 

N .. -... Thomas F. Nlekamn 
571 Coli!tmbus St • 

.. _.. st. Henry. Oh1o 
4')1j1j3. 
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HUSBAND: Nik e amE 
HUSBAND Niekam12! Johan Gerd Friedrick WIFE: Stammen 
..,. A11r11 2, 1811 "•ca Es sen! Oldenbure-! Germany • 
Chr . Catholic "••· 
Men. 1~ A2ril 18;3 "••• St. John Cat h. Ch. Maria Stein0 Ohio 
o;.., 1- August 1891+ "••• St. Sebastian! Mercer County! hio 
lu,. Sj;. Sebastian Cem. "••· st. Sebastian! Mercer County! Ohio 
�~�f�l�:�t�:�D �· % � Johan Henrich Niekam12 :~;:~:ncatharina Margarethe 
�~�~�~�~�~�~�:� (1) Catharine Niehauss Mormann 

WIFE Stammen, Anna Catherine 
._,, Oct. 1821+ ,.... Holland 
Chr. Catholic "··· Dietl 19 Hay 1891+ "•••--M. Se'6astlan2 Hercer Countv2 Ofi!o 
lur. St. Se'6ast!an Cem. "••· . Sefiastlan2 Hercer County2 Onlo 
Jilf~I .. Albert Stammen �W�I�P�'�I�[�" % � Wilhelmina MOTHICII 
�W�I�F�I�C �' % � 
OTHICII -
�H�U % % �A�N�D % � 

HX CHILDREN vi/HEN BORN WH£RE BORN WHICN D111:D 
M 1.1 .. , t '. ;1d1 1'hlld I Yt'hl'th•r Llvtns .,, Uead I In 0,11., t'l f Jllrt ll 

04¥ MONTH ..,.l'Alt ,. 
SURNAME (CA.-ITALIZIID) DAY MONTH YCA• TOWN COUNTY % �T�A�T�I� 011 "••· GIYCN �H�A�M�I�i % � COUNTRY 

M 20 Anril 1929 
1 NiekAmTI. Henrv 24 Mav 18'51+ St. Sebastian Merce1 Oh. :hickasaw. Oh. 

F 'l June 1925' 
2 Nifl!lr<>mn_ Ph11nmena l S' Mar. ] gc,c St. Sebastian Merce1 Oh. 

M 10 Feh. 1Q22 
3 Niek-,:imn. Gerh,:i-rd 27 Mav 18','? St. SP.ha~t.ian MP,-rl"fH Oh- -

M 10 Am,. 1Q42 
4 Niplramn_ Pfl!t.P'I" 1 () 'fi'p h - 18i;'< ~t. - RPhA~t.1 ::in MP-rf'et Oh. ~hick-::i~Rw. Oh. 

M i~() Mav 1 Q4h 
5 Ni ek-::imTI. 'F'rAnlr 28 l<'eh. 18(,l ~+ ~"'rA~t.1 an MF>l"l'PT Oh - =;t. _ Sl!h::i~t.111n 0 

F 
6 Ni ,:,k-::imTI. El17.aheth 

F 
7 N1Pk11mn ~at.hP.l"infl! 

F 
g Ni"'!kAmn. Jn1ia 

M 
Q Ni ,ir,k-::imn 'l'hP::innl"fl! 

10 
baby died 

Ni,:,lr::imTI in inf'anl"U' 
To Whom Married Date .l:'t~ce 

1 Catherine Koch 
2 John Ronnebaum 
3 Elizabeth Mestemaker 
4 Francis Bert.Ir• 2i;' ~"'nt. _ 1 RAL 
5 Elizabeth Klosterm::inn 
6 Died voun,, 
7 Di•d vnnn, 
flt Died voun,, 
9 Died voun,, 

,n 
SOURCE Information & Explanations 

"R'li'T A ,. JN--rP INl'• ,-MA'T'TnN 

'T'n .. .. - .... J.fnahann la SI 

In the 185'0 census Anna Catherine nf 

Stammen is listed as beinl!' hnrn in 
Germanv. However a death ce,..t.1 f'1 r-at.foi 
lists birthplace as Holland. , " '"" ... , .'li'"R nl.' THTS "R'li'l"'n"Rn 

Naff'IIA' 'T'hnma~ 'I<'_ N1,=.k::imn 
C:,'71 Columbus St. .... , .. St. Henrv. Oh1n 
4c:;'88~. 

T .. 1 .. -'----• 
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MR. & MRS. JOHN NIE KAMP 
(CATHERINE BOGERT) 



FRANCIS CATHERINE 

MR. & MRS. JOHN NIE KAMP 
(CATHERINE BOGERT) 

2nd marriage 

CHILDREN STANDING ARE OF FIRST WIFE ANNA 

GERHARD 
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HUSBAND: Nik e am12 
HUSBAND NiekamE2 John Henry WIFE: Dabbelt 
..,. Jan. 182 I8l+I Plau Tippecanoe2 OFiio ( TIEE ~Ity 2 OFi!oJ 
c ... Catholic Place 

�M% �n�.�A�~�r�i�l� 24, 1866 Place 

Dietl J:12h: 14, 1204. Place St. Sebastian, Mercer County, OhiQ 1 
lur. St. Sebastian Cem. II " ,,. 11- " Place p~,:::,n Frederick Niekamo �H�U % % �A�N�D�" % � Catherine Nl't1t!J..u:§~ MOTMIER 
�M�U% % �A�N�D�" % � (2) C~ther.ine Bor£ert �O�T�H�a %  �w�r�v�a�e� 

WIFE Anna Dabbelt .... June 202 1EW2 Place G·ermany 
Chr . Ca:thQliQ Place 

Die4 luli 9, 1881 Place . St. Sebastian, Me:rce:r Cmmti, Qbjc. 
lur . St• Sel:-astian Cem. Place St. Sebastian, Mercer Connt2, Qbjc. 
rif~l. Dabbel t, Bernard �W�I�P�'�I�E�" % � S h 1 t r.· 

MOTH11:11c uey,ertrude 
�W�I�P�"�I�E �" % � 

OTHIEII - ---
�H�U % % �A�N�D�S� 

HK CHILDREN "WHEN BORN �W�H�E�R�E % �O�R�N� WHIEN Dl~w 
M DU MONTH ,, ..... 

I .bl t:•d• t 'hlld '•·ta•lt••r LIWlftll' ,.,, ,,. .. I '" Ord11tr nf ntrth 
% �T�A�T�&� OR ,. 

9URNAMI: (CAPITALIZIID) GIVCN NAMlla DAY MONTH YIIAII TOWN COUNTY COUNTIIY "-F Coldwater. Oh. 
1 Ni P.\panm. CAtherine 2q J:rn. 186'" Seh::isti ::in Mercer Ohio 10 Oct. 1qi;-o 

M Cnldw,:iter. Oh. 
2 TJii:>ln:1mn 11P-rh::i-rr'I ~, .T JI n. 1 pf;c 8P.h<>~ti~n HPT'r'fl'IT Chin 2~ Sent.~ 

F 
. Coldwater. • 

3 Niekamn. Francis �~� Aug. 1872 Se'hastian Mercer Ohio 3 .Julv 194-5 -F 
4 Niekamn. Regina 20 Oct. 1874 Sebastian :t-1erce1 Ohio 

5 

6 

7 

Q 

Q 

10 
To Whom Married Date yri:ice 

1 John Severt 
2 Philomena BRu~lillR 
3 Gerhard WOL~~rto 
4 Unriarried (Probablv <Hect voung) 
5 
6 
7 -
8 
9 

1n 

SOURCE Information & Explanations 
'AJi'T.A nlN.-~,.., N , ... ,n.ftlfATTON 
Tl,,,. "'hnvA Hn-'---.1 io:, "' 

1 Familv Record and Al'hum of John nf 

Hen-rv Nielr<>mn. 
2 Priv~te Interviews. 

i:, ,..,,_;,.li''A Oli' TRT~ 'D-,, ,_, 
N---- Tnornas w. NleK:afTlp 

...... -· ?'/ 1 l.;QlUt!IOUS ;:;i:;ree-c 
ot. ttenry • unlo 4'J~0 _1 

rr .. • . 



John Henry Niekamp the first born child of Fred and Catharine. nee 
Niehauss. Niekamp was born on January 18. 1841 at Tippecanoe (Tipp City). 
Ohio. When John was but seven years old his family moved to Marion Town­
ship in Mercer County. Ohio. 

All the many hardships and the hard work that a pioneer family in 
America faced in the mid-eighteen hundreds John grew up with. Clearing 
land. planting and harvesting crops. building fences and constructing 
necessary farm buildings was the daily routine. Hunting. trapping and 
fishing was a form of recreation but also a means of providing food and a 
little money for the family. Formal schooling was meager; hard work was 
the order of the time. 

When John was 24 years old we find recorded in the Mercer County 
Courthouse the following land Deeds: 

Feb. 13. 1865 - Green. Thomas to Niekamp. John - Deed - NE¼ SW¼ 
40 acres - Purchase price $1200.00. Also Feb. 13. 1865 - Green, Thomas 
to Niekamp, John - Deed - E side W ½SW¼ - 35 acres - Purchase price 
$1200.00. 

The farm John purchased was located in Range 3 - Town 6 - Section 32 
of Franklin Township. At the present date this farm is situated in the 
Northeast corner of the juncture of Clover Four Road and Cassella & 
Montezuma Road. being about two miles South of Montezuma, Ohio. 

A year later on April 24, 1866 John Niekamp was married to Anna 
Dabbelt. The marriage probably took place at St. Sebastian Church, their 
home parish; however all St. Sebastian Church records were lost in the 
disastrous Church fire that occured on January 12, 1903. 

Anna Dabbelt was born in Germany and came to this Country with her 
parents, Barnard and Gertrude, nee Schuelty, Dabbelt when she was twelve 
years old. The family left Germany in 1857 landing in New Orleens after 
a voyage of eight weeks and two days. From New Orleans they traveled 
by steamboat to Cincinnati. 

John and Anna had four children, Catherine, Gerhard, Francis and 
Regina. John was a hard working, successful farmer making many improve­
ments on his farm through the years. 

On July 9, 1881 Anna died and on January 17, 1882 John was remarried 
to Catherine Borgert of St. Sebastian. The vows were spoken in St. Se­
bastian Church with Father Erhard Glueck officiating. 

To this union was born five children, Ben Herman, Albert Henry. 
Aloysious. Henry and Andrew. 

Andrew was born on September 14, 1891 and a little over five months 
later on February 25, 1892 Catherine died leaving John a widower for the 
second time. This also meant that much of the rearing of the young 
children of the second marriage had to be done by their half-sister3, 
Catherine and Francis. 

On August 11, 1892 is recorded a Deed for 79,25 acres from John Ger­
lach to John Niekamp purchase price being $3800.00. This acreage was 
adjacent to the Southeast corner of John Niekamp's farm. However two 
years later on October 4, 1894 this same acreage (79.25) was sold to John 
Graeber for $3900.00. 

On March 2, 1897 is recorded a Deed from John Niekamp to Gerhard 
Wolters for 91,50 acres purchase price being $3550.00. Gerhard Wolters, 
John's son-in-law who had come to America from Munster, Westfallen, 
Germany had married Francis Niekamp on April 22, 1896. 

In his last years, probably around 1898, John along with several of 
his youngest sons went to live with his Half-brother, Frank Niekamp. 
John lived in the summer kitchen of Frank's home. Frank resided on a 
farm along Sebastian Road about one mile West of St. Sebastian. 

On July 14, 1904 John died his youngest child, Andrew, being but 
twelve years old. 
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Gerhard Wolters a highly regarded farmer lived on his farm until he 
retired at which he and his wife Francis moved to Coldwater, Ohio. Upon 
retirement Gerhard sold the farm to his son Gregor. After some years 
Gregor sold the farm to his brother Richard. Richard did not reside on 
the farm and after a period of time sold the farm to his son-in-law 
Jerome Selhorst. 

Jerome and his wife Mildred worked the land and made many improve­
ments among them the building of a new home in the year 1955, Just a few 
years ago Jerome and Mildred retired to Coldwater, Ohio and now their son 
Norman Selhorst, great-great-grandson of John Niekamp, resides on the 
original John Niekamp farm. 



ALOYSIOUS CATHERINE ANDREW FRANCIS HENRY 



HUSBAND: Nik e amE 

�~�Y�a�~�r�~�;�e�~�~�~�~ "� John Henry WIFE: Borgert 
,. ... �T�i�:�Q�l�l�~�Q�a %¡�Q�e�,� Ob1Q ('J'itill Qiti, Qb:lc) 

c ... Catholic 
]j_~ "••· M-.17 January "••· St. Sebastian Church, Mercer CouDty, Onio. 

01" July 14, 1204 "··· St. Sebastian, Mercer County, Ohio. 
' lur. St. Sebastian Cem. ti II ti II II "••· �~�r�,�:�:�:�o�- % � Fr~derick Niekamp �H�U�S % �A�N�D �" �S� C~theririe �~�~ �-MOTHUI 

�:�:�~�"�~�~�~�~�~�:� C l ) Anna Dabbelt 

WIFE Borgert, Catherine ..... A:gril 4, 1826 Piece Germany 
Chr. Ca:ttlQliQ "••· 
Di-4 Feb. 22, 1822 "···. St. Sebastian, Mercer c01,mtr, Obie. 
lur. St• Sebastian Cem1 Place 

II If II II If 

1'..!f~l .. WIP'l:"S 
MOTHl:11 --

WIP'l: "S 
OTHl:11 -
�H�U % �S�A�N�D % � 

HX CHILDREN WHEN BORN �W�H�£�R�E % �O�R�N� WHl:N D11:D 
M DAY MONTH 'l'l:A• 

I .bl t :11dt C'hlld '"' "••h•r Llvlns .,, INad) In Ord•r ,,, lllrlh aTAT. Olt ,. 
•UANAMIE (CAlltlTALlll:D) GIYl:N NA.Mia DAr MONTH YIIAlt TOWN COUNTY COUNTltY Piece 

M uayton. l'lnio. 
1 Niekamn. Ben Herman 17 Nov. lR83 St. Sebastiar Mercer Oh. 10 Aug. 192q 

M 
2 Niekamp, Albert Henry ? Aug. 1~8, II If If ti 7 Sent. 1892 

M North Star. o. 
3 Niekamp. Alovsious 5 Har. 1888 II II ti II 20 Mav. 1945 

M Mich. 
. 

4 Niekamp. Henry l? Dec. 1889 ti II ti II Anr1l 2. 1970 
M St. Henrv. 0. 

5 Niekamp. Andrew 14 Sent. lf-9 ti If• II II 29 Sent. 19?'1 

6 

7 

Q 

Q 

10 
To Whom Married Date .Place 

1 Unmarried 
2 Unmarried 
3 (1) Fr;:incis Rindler 
4 l!imma veppen 
5 Alma Bertke 
6 
7 
jlt 

Q 

10 

SOURCE Information & Explanations 
'AF.T .A 1·11 ,~ •~ TNFORM'A.TION 
Tl. .. ft'---••- u .. -'-ft-~ ia 11 

1. Familv Record and Alhnm nf' .Tnhn nf 
Henrv Niekamn. 

2. Per~onal InterviP.ws. 
I ~I 11111 - .li''R nli' THT~ RF.f"n'Rn 
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ANDREW JR. 

LESTER PAUL THOMAS JOAN 

MR. & MRS. ANDREW NIE KAMP SR. 
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1942 
br, LESTER, JAMES, ANDREW SR., ALMA, ETHEL, PAUL 
fr, KATHLEEN, PHYLLIS, ANDREW JR., JOAN, THOMAS 



APRIL 1946 
br, ETHEL, PAUL, THOMAS, LESTER 
mr, ANDREW SR., ALMA, JOAN 
fr, JAMES, PHYLLIS, ANDREW JR ., KATHLEEN 



SILVER WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 1946 
PAUL MISSING, IN SERVICE. 
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1955 
br, JAMES, JOAN, THOMAS, PAUL, ANDREW JR., ETHEL, LESTER 
fr, ALMA, KATHLEEN, PHYLLIS, ANDREW SR. 



I_ 

i 
r 
i 
i 

>- Cl) 
a: <I: 
�~� X cnw a: t­
w Z >­_c., 
zz z­
~2= 

.J 

c:J -z (.!) _z 
C iii 
C Cl) 

w :E s: Cl) 

.cw 
.... ::i: 
U') <I: 
s:I'..., 



GOLDEN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 1971 
br, PAUL, JAMES, KATHLEEN, THOMAS 
mr, PHYLLIS, JOAN, ETHEL, ANDREW JR. 
fr, ALMA, ANDREW SR. 
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Andrew Niekamp the youngest child of John and Catherine, Borgert, 
Niekamp was born on September 14, 1891 at St. Sebastian, Ohio. When he 
was a little over five months old his mother died. At age 12 his father 
died. Frank Niekamp, an uncle, was appointed guardian of Andrew and his 
two brothers, Aloysious and Henry. Until Andrew was 16 years of age he 
worked for his uncle Frank. Reflecting back in later years Andrew re­
called an incident at this time in his life when in the spring of a cer­
tain year he had to work plowed ground walking barefoot behind a team 
of horses and harrow. 

Andrew's formal schooling consisted of but 6 years at the St. Se­
bastian one-room country school. This school was located one mile west 
of St. Sebastian, having been built in 1885. Librata, Niekamp, Eyink 
a school mate and also cousin to Andrew recalls Andrew as being a typ­
ical boy; remembering one occasion when the teacher, Mr. Stein, made 
Andrew kneel on a piece of wood at the front of the room for being too 
"ornery". Anthony Bills, friend and schoolmate, recalls another time 
during recess when Andrew was playing with a rope and pulley which was 
fastened in a tree. The pulley broke loose striking Andrew on the head 
knocking him unconcious. Tony thought sure Andrew was dead. 

At sixteen years of age Andrew went to work for John Reichert of 
Cassella as hired hand. John a farmer and ditch contractor was a hard 
taskmaster. Cleaning ditches and creeks with a team of horses and a 
scoop from daylight till dark was required of a lad of 16. After a year 
or so of this Andrew's older brother, Henry, came and found more suit­
able employment for him at another farm. 

In the following 5 years Andrew worked for several farmers as hired 
hand. Among them were Anton Kremer and Henry Balster of near Carthagena 
and Ben Homan of Chickasaw. 

In 1913 at age 21 ~ndrew was of legal age and received his share of 
his fathers estate, $500.00. Deciding to go to barber school at Cincin­
nati he was on the last train to leave the station at Dayton before the 
terrible flood waters of 1913 covered that city. 

Having received his barbers license, Andrew went to Jenkins, Ken­
tucky to ply his trade. Jenkins was a coal mining town. A rough, wild 
area where men still carried Pistols much as in the old West. Andrew re­
called one day when two men became involved in an argument in a saloon 
and then went into the street for a shoot-out. The victor carried a ,32 
pistol while the unfortunate victim carried a long barrelled .22 pistol. 

Moonshining (the illegal manufacture of whiskey) was prevalent in 
Kentucky at that time. Another incident recalled was when the son of an 
elderly man of the trade sought out Andrew to ask if he would come back 
into the hills and cut his fathers hair. Andrew obliged and found the 
old gentlemen to be a good natured individual. · 

Following a disagreement with his room-mate one night Andrew left 
Kentucky to come back to Ohio. The room-mate in question had, after 
drinking rather heavily that particular night, come to their room and 
began spitting tobacco juice on the floor; whereupon Andrew bodily threw 
him out. The next day the local Sheriff, a friend of Andrew's warned him 
that the fellow was out to get him. Andrew decided to leave Jenkins. 

On returning home the barbering trade was forgotten. Work was 
scarce so it wasn't long before Andrew along with his brother Al travel­
ed to Iowa where they found work as hired hands. Andrew hired on with 
John Jaeger of Dixon, Iowa. Here he did general farm work. 

March 18, 1918 Andrew, 26 years old, was called back home to Mercer 
County, Ohio to be inducted into the U. s. Army. lnducted at Celina, 
Ohio he was sent by train to Camp Sherman at Chillicothe, Ohio. There 
he was assigned to the 9th. Co. 3 Training Battalion, 158 Depot Brigade, 
Set. M 41 with Serial No. 1963775. 

The 15th. of January 1919 he was promoted to Sergeant of 5th. Co. 
2nd. Training Battalion, 158 Depot Brigade. After his promotion he was 



put in charge of a barn of horses. At one time Camp Sherman housed 
40,000 doughboys and 12,000 horses and mules. 

The most tragic of all occurrences at Camp Sherman was the flu epi­
demic of the fall of 1918. In the month of October alone 1,177 service 
men died. So many men died that a theatre in downtown Chillicothe was 
converted into a temporary morgue. The bodies were stacked up like cord­
wood there while awaiting shipment back home to respective families. In 
later years Andrew would often recall of when he used to visit the sick 
and dying in the hospital ward without ever contracting the disease. 

On November 11, 1918 Armistice was signed signalling the end of 
World War 1. On July 12, 1919 Andrew Niekamp Sergeant of the 7th. 
Billeting and Supply Co. was honorably discharged. Remarks noted on the 
offical discharge were; physical condition - Good, character - Excellent, 
pay - $102.15 including bonus. 

Back in Mercer County, Andrew found work as hired hand for Andrew 
Schwieterman at Cranberry Prairie. Here he met Alma Bertke, daughter 
of Bernard J. Bertke the proprietor of Cranberry General Store. 

On June 14, 1921 Andrew and Alma were married in St. Francis Cath­
olic Church at Cranberry Prairie. Alma Bertke the daughter of Bernard J. 
and Catherine, Knapke, Bertke was born at Cranberry Prairie and was one 
of a family of twelve children. She attended school at the Cranberry one 
room school receiving a grade school education only. Up to the time of 
her marriage her entire life had been spent at home doing housework and 
assisting in the family General store. 

Until their first child, Ethel, was nine months old the Niekamp 
family lived in Cranberry in a frame house on the East side of Cranberry 
Road across from and a little North of the Church. Early in the year 
1923 the family moved to 528 North Mill St. Celina, Ohio as Andrew was 
then working at Mersmans Bros. Furniture Factory. Living here for a 
short time the family then moved to 510 North Mill St. The next three 
children, Lester, Paul and Thomas, were born at the 510 North Mill St. 
address. Around the year 1929 Andrew purchased a frame house on 515 
North Walnut St. Joan, John (who died at birth) and Andrew Jr. were 
born there. 

Unfortunately the year 1929 also ushered in the Great Depression. 
Unemployment was epidemic. Andrew a foreman at Mersmans Bros. was soon 
working but one or tow days a week at the rate of 27½ cents per hour. Un­
able to afford their just purchased home amid such economic conditions 
they sold the home i n 1934 and moved to St. Sebastian, Ohio. At St. Se­
bastian they rented the then vacant combination home and General store 
building. 

With the help of Alma's brother, Frank, who was then owner of the 
Cranberry General store they restocked the store and operated it as a 
goi ng concern. It was about this time, too, that Andrew started working 
at New Idea Inc. at Coldwater, Ohio where there was an opportunity for 
more steady employment. As the family was living in the country they 
purchased a cow for milk, raised a few pigs each year for meat, kept 
some chickens for eggs and each summer put out a large garden. 

Phyllis and Kathleen were born while the family resided at St. Se­
bastian. 

Successfully operating the St. Sebastian General Store for four 
years suddenly the establishment was sold out from under them. 

April 11, 1938 the Niekamp family moved to Cranberry Prairie where 
they rented a house a mile west of the village on the Ft. Recovery Min­
ster Road and almost directly across from the Southern end of Coldwater 
Creek Road. The family lived at this residence for about three years 
then moved one mile South of Cranberry, renting a home on Huwer Road just 
East of Cranberry Road. 

James the youngest child was born at the residence on the Ft. 



I 

r 
r-
r 
f 

r 

I 
I 
I 

Recovery-Minster Road. 
Each summer a large garden was planted and the few farm animals were 

kept much the same as when the family lived at St. Sebastian. Also 
during their stay at Cranberry Andrew worked for a short time at the 
Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co. at St. Marys later returning to New Idea 
Inc. 

World War 11 had much the same impact on the Niekamp family as it 
did on so many other families. Elmer Rinderle, ~th€l's husband, served 
in the U. s. Army. Ethel with her two children, Donna and Elmer Jr. 
lived in with the family for a time. Lester was in the Army, landing 
shortly after D-Day in France and being wounded in action on two separate 
occassions. Paul after graduating from High School enlisted in the Navy 
and later after the war Andrew Jr. served with the Army in occupied 
Austria. 

During the War years in early spring of 1943 the Niekamp family 
moved away from Cranberry renting a house at 402 West Main St. in St. 
Henry, Ohio. 

After the war Lester purchased a house at J61 West Main St. in St. 
Henry. Late in the year 1947 the family moved into this house. The 
family lived at this address until 1954 when they moved to 172 North 
Sycamore St. in St. Henry. The rest of their years were spent at this 
residence. 

Within a short period after the war New Idea Inc. experienced a good 
deal of labor unrest resulting in several lengthy strikes. Andrew work­
~d at a few short term jobs during this time eventually returning to 
Mersman Bros. at Celina. 

At age 65 Andrew retired from Mersman Bros, With the exception of 
the untimely death of their oldest son, Lester, in the year 1957, Andrew 
and Alma's golden years were spent in peace and contentment. Andrew's 
hobbies were gardening, fishing and cracking hickory nuts during the 
winter months. Alma enjoyed reading, sewing and card playing. Both 
enjoyed the many visits with their children and grand-children, 
especially the grand get-together at Christmastime. 

Alma a devout Catholic and daily communicant died on November 10, 
1973. Almost two years later on September 29, 1975 Andrew passed away. 

Andrew's lifetime spanned a period of great change and technol­
ogical advancement, As a young boy on the small family farm he witnessed 
yet the harvesting of wheat with a hand cradle and as an old man he saw 
the landing of a man on the moon. 



HUSBAND: Nik e amE 
HUSBAND Niekam2, Andrew J. WIFE: Bertke 
..,.se2t. 11+, 1891 "·• St • Se"6astian2 J:lercer Countv2 Onio. 
c ... Catholic Piece 

M ..... June 1I+, 1921. Piece St• 'Francis Church Cranberry2 Mercer County, Ohio. 
Diittl SeQt. 22, 1925' Piece St. Henry, Ohio. 
lur. S:t I Henry Cemetery Piece St. Henry, Ohio. 
~r-r:t:n John Henry Niekamp �H�U�e % �A�N�D�"�e� Catherine Borgert 
�H�U�e % �A�N�D�'�e� 

MOTHSlt 

OTNS.WIVlle 

WIFE Bertke. Alma A. ..... Nov. 22' 1201 Piece St. Francis Cranberrv, Mer~er County, Ohio. 
Chr. Catholic Piece 

Die4 NQY:. lQ, 1223 Piece. St1 Henry, Obin. 
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F St. Francis 
1 Niekamn. Ethel Mare:are1 li0 Har. 1g22 Cr,:inhPrrv Merce, Oh. 

M !i"t .'RecoverY0110 
2 Niekamn. Lester Andl"ew 1 Feb. ]_Q24 Ce1in.q. Oh1n MPT'('P Oh. l? Dec. l 9'J'/ 

M 
3 Niekamp, Paul Hen,.v 18 Aug. 19:.?6 Celina. Oriio Merce " Ori. 

M 
4 Niekamp, Thomas Fl'ank 17 June 1928 Celina. Ohio Merce Oh. 

F 
�~� Niekamo. Joan Ylnr11n~l!I 28 Mar. 19~1 Celina. Ohio Merce • Oh. 
M 1ce11na. Ohio. 
s Niekamn. John �~� FPh- 1gi2 Celina. Ohio HP-rce Oh. �~� Feb. 1gi2 

M 
M, Niekamp, Andrew Jo!ltenh 21 Aug. 193i Celina. Ohio Merce • Oh. 
F 

Q Niek-~mn. Phvllis Mia,-1• q Sent. , Q':\1 At APh,,~ti.q n MP.T'C'1 ,. Oh 
F 

Q Niekamp. Kathleen Alma 24 Sept. 19V St. Sebastia h }l(erc1 r Oh. 
M St. 'F'ranci~ 
10 Niekamp, James John 8 Feb. 1941 CranhP-rr~, MercP. �~� Oh. 

To Whom Married Date }"l!'lll'P 

1 Elmer Rinderle 10 Mav 1g41 St. 'li'rancis Cranberrv. Mercer Co., Oh. 
2 Beverly Morris Jan. 1g4( 
3 Dorothy Rutkowski 5 Oct. 1941 Cnste,.. Wisconsin R. R. (Shantvtnwn) 
4 Marv Lee Beckman l S' Oct. 1Q4< St. Henrv. Mercer Countv. Ohio. 
5 Maurice L. Rammel 20 Mav 1 gi:,o st. Henry, Mercer County, Uhio. 
6 Ut1married Died at Ghil< hirth B11riPn I. C. CemetP.T'V {',:,11nA Ohin. 
7 Janet o. Willke 14 Jun. 1qc;- 1,f,,.,.;,, Ah:,; n nhin M<>l't"Pl' r.n11ntv 
• Josenh Miller q Arn:,. 1 qi:,R 8t HPnT'V Clhin M-""'""',. f'n11ntv 
Q uerald ::; • .1-'ulska.mp n June 195g St. Henrv. Ohio Mercer Countv. 

10 Marla Margarita Moralei 9 Julv 19A4 S;m Antonio. Texas. 
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DONNA ELMER JR. BETTY CONNIE DAVID 

ANITA 

MR. & MRS. ELMER RINDERLE SR. 

KATHY SUSAN DIANNE JEANNIE LOIS 
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Ethel Margaret Niekamp was born March JO, 1922, at home in Cranberry 
Prairie, Ohio. She was the first of ten children born to Andrew Niekamp 
and Alma Bertke. 

When she was nine months old she and her parents moved to North Mill 
Street, Celina, Ohio where her father worked at Mersmans. After living 
at this address for about two years, Ethel and her family moved to 510 
North Mill Street, just a few houses down the block. 

Because of near blindness she didn't start school until the age of 
seven. Ethel was seeing a doctor in Lima, Ohio every week. He treated 
her and fitted her for glasses which brought her eyesight al.most back to 
normal. 

In 19Jl, her family bought their first home on 515 North Walnut 
Street, Celina, Ohio. It was there, Ethel's first sister Joan, was born. 
She was so welcomed after three brothers. 

After attending Immaculate Conception School for five years, in 1935 
she and her family moved to St. Sebastian, Ohio in the home-store combi­
nation, just east of the Catholic Church. It was in the one room school 
house where she received her last three years education. Ethel and her 
brothers walked the distance of a mile and a half every day. Her after 
school hours were spent in helping her mother in the grocery store, which 
her mother managed, and helping to care for her brothers and sisters. 

In 19J8, at the age of sixteen, she applied for a working permit 
after graduating from the eighth grade. Her first employment was matern­
ity cases where she cleaned, cooked and took care of the children. She 
worked in seven different homes doing this type of work. 

On April 11, 19J8, Ethel and her family moved to Cranberry Prairie, 
Ohio, in the house formerly known as "the old Kraft place" on Ft. Recovery­
Minster Road, just west of the store. 

In 1939 she went to Celina, Ohio to do housework for Mr. and Mrs. Sam 
Dixon Sr. After working a pleasant year and a half for them, she applied 
for work at the Buckeye Overall Co, Coldwater, Ohio, for better wages 
since she was contemplating marriage. 

On May 10, 1941, Ethel married Elmer J. Rinderle, son of Henry and 
Clara Rinderle, of St. Henry, Ohio. They were married in the St. Francis 
Catholic Church in Cranberry Prairie, Ohio at eight o'clock in the morn­
ing with Rev. Robert Mayer C.P.P.S. officiating. Friends of the couple, 
Bill Dues and Geneva Hein, were witnesses. A dinner was served to the 
immediate family at the bride's parents home. The couple left for a short 
honeymoon that afternoon to Monroe, Michigan. They returned the following 
day to be able to return to work on Monday. 

After their marriage they lived with her parents from May until the 
following February 1942. On this date they moved to 110 Market Street, 
Coldwater, Ohio. 

August 28, 1942, a daughter was born to them. In May 194J, Ethel's 
husband was drafted into the United States Army. She resided at the 
Coldwater address with her daughter, Donna and also her brother, Paul, 
who roomed and boarded with her until September 194J, when she and her 
daughter moved in with her parents on West Main Street, St. Henry, Ohio. 
In October of 194J a second child, a son, was born to her. 

August 1944, Ethel received word of her husband being shipped over­
seas. Since they would not grant him a furlough, she and her daughter, 
went to Leesville, Louisiana, where he was stationed at Camp Polk. Ethel 
left her ten months old son with her parents who cared for him . Since 
her husband did not pass his physical and would soon be discharged from 
the service, she remained with him. 

In March, 1945, her husband was transferred to Ft. Knox, Kentucky. 
She and her daughter transferred with him to Rineyville, Kentucky. In 
April a third child was born at St. Joseph's Hospital, Louisville, Ken­
tucky. After a few weeks home form the hospital, Ethel's mother and 
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sister-in-law, Loretta Rinderle, came by bus and brought Ethel and 
Elmer's son to them. 

In November 1945, Ethel's husband was honorably discharged from the 
service and returned to St. Henry to again live with her parents for four 
months. In March 1946, she and her husband bought their first home from 
Clarence Rinderle on West Main Street, St. Henry, Ohio. 

Again, Ethel went to work at Mersman's, Celina, Ohio in 1947. She 
worked until the fourth child was on the way at which time she retired to 
have the baby, four more children were born at this time. 

November 1955, the house was sold as it was getting small. She and 
her family moved to the country where they rented a home on the Harry 
Luken farm on R.R. 1, Post Road, St. Henry. They lived here about a 
year. 

In 1956, Elmer and Ethel bought the big old Lauber home on 361 
Center Street, St. Henry, from Harry Bennett. Another daughter was born 
in March 1958. In the Fall of 1958, Ethel went to work nights at Hemmel­
garn's Egg Plant in Philothea. There she worked until December 1960. 

February 1961, another daughter was born. Her last child, also a 
daughter, was born in August 1962. 

In April 1965, Ethel went back to work at the Buckeye Overall Co., 
Coldwater, Ohio until September 9, 1965, when she started working at 
Huffman Bicycle, Celina, Ohio. 

Again, they moved to the country, as they sold the big house on 
Center Street to find something smaller. This was in 1972, when they 
rented a farm home belonging to Ray Bruggeman on R.R. 1, St. Henry, Ohio 
on Olding Road. 

On May 10, 1974, they bought a new home on 481 Bernard Avenue, St. 
Henry, Ohio, where they now live. 

Ethel retired from Huffman's on January 20, 1978, to be with her 
husband who was one hundred percent disabled from World War 11. 

Ethel and Elmer are the parents of eleven children. 
Madonna (Donna) Jean (Mrs. James Hart) 
Elmer Henry 
Elizabeth (Betty) Jo (Mrs. James B. Clark) 
Constance (Connie) Sue (Mrs. Robert Bruggeman) 
David Paul 
Anita Joan (Mrs. James Harting) 
Kathleen (Kathy) Ann (Mrs. Dale Wenning) 
Susan Mary (Mrs. James Donauer) 
Dianne Phyllis (Mrs. Gary Hart) 
Jean Alma 
Lois Ann 

Aug. 28, 1942 
Oct. 22, 1943 
April 24, 1945 
April 19, 1948 
Dec. 16, 1949 
Feb. 9, 1951 
April 16, 1953 
May 16, 1955 
March 10, 1958 
Feb. 23, 1961 
Aug. 16, 1962 
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F 
1 Rinderle. Madonna J. 2R Au!!. 1942 Coldwater Mercer Ohio 

M 
2 Rinderle. Elmer H. 2;:, Oct. 194~ St. Ben:rv Mercer Ohio 

F Kent 
3 Rinderle. Elizabeth J. 24 April 194 5' Rinevville uckv 

F 
4 Rinderle. Constance s. 19 Aoril 194 8 St. Henrv Mercer Ohio 

M 
5 Rinderle. David P. 16 Dec. 1949 St. Hen:rv Mercer Ohio 

I.I:'' 

6 Rinderle. Anita J. 9 F'eb. 1951 St. Henrv Mercer Ohio 
l'' 

7 Rinderle. Kathleen A. lh Aoril 19', �~� St. Benrv Mercer Ohio 
F 

Q Rinderle. Susan M. l t; Mav 195~ St. 'Ffenrv Mercer Ohio 
F 

Q Rinderle. Dianne P. 10 March 195 �~� St. Henrv Mercer Ohio 
F Rinderle, Jean A. 23 '!<'eb. 1961 St. 'Ffenry Mercer ()hio 
:,0 Rinderle. Lois A. 16 Au!!. 1962 St. Henrv Me:rcer Ohio 

To Whom Married -- Date .t'IACe 
1 James A. Hart 2 Sent. lQ~l St. Henrv Cath. Ch. St. Benrv. Ohio 
2 Ruth B. Speck 2~ June 1Q69 St. Wendelin Cath. Ch. Herce-r Cn. Ohio 
3 James B. Clark ?."'° April 196 + St. Henrv Cath. Ch. St. 'Ffenrv. Ohio 
.s. RobePt R. Bru~ueman 2Q Anril 196 ' St. Henrv f!ath. Ch. St. Hen-rv. Ohio 
5 Maree l ia K. Sams 20 June 196~ St. Henrv Cath. f!h • St. Henrv. Ohio 

- 6 James E. Harting �~� Nov. 1970 St. -qenrv Cath. Ch. St. Henrv. Ohio 
7 Dale J. WenninE!'. 17 June 1072 St. l'.!enrv Cath. Ch. St. Benrv. Ohio 
• James Donauer f., Alll7. 1Q7'7 ~t H ... n,..\T C~th. Ch. 8t. Hfl!n'l"v Ohi,., 
Q G'~-rv H~-rt 1 O Dec. 1977 St. Benrv Cath. Ch. St. Henrv. Ohio 
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Lester Andrew Niekamp, the oldest son of Andrew and Alma Niekamp, 
was born on February 1, 1924. At this time the family lived on North 
Mill Street in Celina, Ohio. 

At the age of six he entered the first grade at Immaculate Conception 
Elementary School. In 1934 the family moved to St. Sebastian where Lester 
attended the one room country school located one mile west of the church 
on Goettemoeller Road. He was taught by Andreas Pulskamp and later by 
Tony Heitkamp. In April 1938 the Niekamps moved to Cranberry Prairie 
where Lester finished the eighth grade. ·rhe following year he attended 
St. Henry High School. 

During the summers Lester worked as a farmhand for George Will and 
Albert Niekamp of St. Sebastian, Bill Link of Cranberry and Norbert 
Osterholt of St. Henry. 

Quitting school at the age of 16, he went to work at Mersman Brothers 
at Celina, Ohio. Later he worked for the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company 
at St. Marys and New Idea Inc. at Coldwater. 

Lester was inducted into the army during World War 11. On March 15, 
1943 he was sent to Camp Swift, Texas for basic training. He was in Com­
pany "G'' of the 303rd Infantry. Upon completion of his training he was 
shipped overseas to Northern Ireland to become part of the great buildup 
for the intended invasion of Germany. 

Landing in France shortly after D-Day, he saw continuous action un­
til wounded on July 8, 1944. Pvt. First Class Niekamp recovered suffic­
ently to return to active duty on the 9th of August. On the 21st of No­
vember Lester, now a Staff Sergeant, was again wounded in action. He 
was awarded the Purple Heart Medal. 

On July 15, 1945 he arrived at Bushnell General Hospital, Brigham 
City, Utah for convalescence. From here he was sent to Camp Atterbury, 
Indiana where he received his discharge from the army. He had spent 13 
months of his service time overseas. 

After the war Lester worked for a time in a factory in St. Louis, 
Missouri. Returning to St. Henry in 1946 he resumed work at New Idea 
Inc. Coldwater. 

In 1947 Lester bought a large two story frame house at 361 West 
Main Street in St. Henry. The Andrew Niekamp family lived here until 
1954. 

Lester married Beverly Morris of Portland, Indiana in January of 
1948. They made their home with Lester's parents in St. Henry. Lester 
sold this house in 1954 when he, Beverly, and their adopted daughter, 
Judy, moved to a home they purchased on East Elizabeth Street in Cold­
water. 

Lester died on December 12, 1957. Funeral services were held in the 
St. Henry Catholic Church. 
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Paul Henry Niekamp was born at home on Mill Street in Celina, Ohio, 
August 18, 1926. He was the third of nine children born to Andrew and 
Alma Bertke. 

Paul attended two years of grade school at Immaculate Conception 
School in Celina, Ohio. At that time the family moved to St. Sebastian, 
Ohio. He attended four years of grade school there and the family operat­
ed a general store. 

The store was sold around this time and the family moved to Cranberry 
Prairie. He attended the 7th and 8th grade there and the 9th and 10th 
years at St. Henry High School commuting by bus from Cranberry Prairie. 

The family moved to St. Henry in 1943 and lived on West Main Street 
next to the Nite Club. Julie Rose owned the Nite Club, it had a big 
horse-shoe bar in it. Dances were held every Saturday night and it was a 
very popular place to go. It drew young people from all around commun­
ities including many from Indiana. 

Paul graduated from St. Henry High School in 1944. While in High 
School he was able to participate in basketball and baseball. He was also 
a member of the high school band. Upon graduation, at age 17 he enlisted 
in the U.S. Navy. He was in active duty in the Pacific theatre of war, 
participating in the Phillipines borneo and invasion of Korea. He was a 
coxsain aboard the L. C. I. (G) 69. At the end of the war he returned to 
the U.S. and received an honorable discharge. 

While in Service Training at Great Lakes Paul met Dorothy E. Rutkow­
ski while on leave in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. On October 5, 1946 they were 
married at St. Martins Church, a little white frame missionary Church, 
in Ellis, Wisconsin. 

He worked a very short time at Good Year Rubber Plant in St. Marys, 
then took employment at Fullenkamp Dist. Co. now known as Mercer Beverage 
Company delivering beer for 25 years. For the past 6 years Paul has 
served as Supervisor and Sales Manager for above company. 

Paul and Dorothy had nine sons, Michael, Patrick, Ronald, Robert, 
Paul Jr., Thomas, John, Joseph and Timothy. 

During the growing-up years of the children Paul had several extra 
jobs, one of which was tending bar at the Land-0-Dance Nite Club. He 
was clerk-treasurer of St. Henry Village for ten years and also income 
tax consultant for ten years. 

Paul's favorite hobbies were baseball, bowling and fishing. 
During his early years of marriage he pitched for St. Henry Vets and 

Botkins and Fort Loramie. 
Paul and Dorothy are currently residing on Cherry Street, St. Henry, 

Ohio. 


































































